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Bright,  Mr.,  a  testimonial  to,  for  his 
exertions  in  behalf  of  Free  Trade,  234 ; 
Combermere,  Viscount,  appointed  Con- 
stable of  the  Tower,  43 ;  Cresswell's, 
Lieut.,  (the  navigator  of  the  North- West 
Passage)  reception  at  Lynn,  256  ;  Cun- 
ningham, Miss,  imprisoned  in  Tuscanv, 
234;  Derby,  the  Earl  of,  installed  Chan- 
cellor of  Oxford,  141 ;  Elphinstone,  Lord, 
appointed  Governor  of  Bombay,  208 ; 
Eglinton's,  the  Earl  of,  farewell  reception 
at  Dublin  Castle,  15 ;  Field,  Mr.  Inspector, 
pensioned,  1 5 ;  Genoa,  visit  of  the 
Duke  of,  141 ;  Hayti,  son  of  the  Em- 
peror of,  in  England,  274;  Inglefield, 
Commander,  ordered  out  in  search  of 
Sir  John  I'ranklin,  43  ;  IngersoU,  Mr., 
the  American  Minister,  banquet  given 
at  Liverpool  and  Manchester ;  Mac  Lcod, 


Lcod,  Lieutenant-General,  created  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  43  ;  Mitchell's,  Mr,, 
escape  from  Van  Diemau'a  Land,  234  ; 
Napier,  Sir  Charles  James,funeralof,  208 ; 
Neeld's,  Mr.,  executors  presented  with 
lUOOi.  each  by  the  Queen,  93;  Olga, 
visit  of  the  Grand  Duchess  of,  189 ; 
Ou^clcy,  Mr.  W.  G.,  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  43 ;  St.  David's,  the  Bishop  of, 
intention  to  build  parsonage-houses  in 
Wales,  208 ;  Stowe's.  Mrs.,  arrival  at 
Liverpool,  93;  ThackwcU,  Sir  Joseph, 
banquet  to,  208 ;  Vanderbelt's,  Mr., 
monster  steara-vacht,  141  :  M'ellington, 
the  will  of  the  late  Duke,  15,  116 ;  his 
three  Ribands  of  the  Garter,  93 ;  Wilson, 
Mr.  Bilford  Hiaton,  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  43. 
Plan  for  reforming  juvenile  ofienders,  93. 
Po>t-ofBce,  rapidity  of  transacting  business 

at  the,  203. 
Potteries,   school  of  design,  anniversarv 

meeting,  14. 
Poultry,  the  Exhibition  of,  11. 
Receipt-stamjjs,  the  new  law  on,  203. 
Reply  of  the  ladies  of  America  to  a  me- 
morial sent  from  England,  13. 
Returns,    Reports,  &c.— Births,  deaths, 
and  marriages,  41,  115, 1S8, 249 ;  Charing 
Cross  Hospital,   14 ;    Commissioners    of 
Sewers'  report,    203 ;     day-schools  and 
scholars,    115;    drunk    and    disorderly 
persons  in    London,    43 ;     encumbered 
estates   sales,    116,    253 ;    imports    and 
exports,     141 ;     lunatic    asylums,      14 : 
military    flogging,    203 ;     naval    force 
of  Great  Britain,  1 ;  number  of  convicts, 
116;  population  of  Scotland,  230 ;  post- 
office  business,  162 ;  Queen's  colleges  at 
Galway  and  Belfast,  93;    railways,   the 
number   of  persons   employed  on,    93; 
railway    passengers,    204 ;    trade    and 
navigation  returns,  2  ;  Flax  in  Irclana, 
271. 
Re\-iew  of  the  fleet  .at  Spithead,  188. 
Royal  Irish  Agricultm-al  Society,  annual 

banquet  of  the,  188. 
Russell's,      Lord     John,     reception     at 

Greenock,  193. 
Salford  Mechanics'  Institution,  255. 
Sanitary  measures  in  consequence  of  the 

cholera,  205. 
Scottish  Rights,  National  Association  for  the 

vindication  of,  255. 
Sheffield,  the  People's  College  at,  2i0. 
Slavery,    meetmg    of  ladies   at    Stafford- 
House  on  the  subject  of,  68. 
Soirde  at  Willis's  rooms,  1 1 5. 
Society  of  Arts,  distribution  of  prizes  by 
Prince  Albert,  140  ;  meeting  of  the,  2";2. 
Sons  of  the  Clergy,  annual  festival,  113. 
Stowe,  Mrs.,  the  welcome  to,  at  Stafi'ord- 

House,  112. 
Strikes  for  advance  of  wages,  207,  232. 
Strike  of  the  London  cabmen,  187. 
Strike  at  Preston.  273. 
Subterranean    metropolitan   railway,  the 

proposed,  202. 
Teetotal  soiree  at  the  Whittington  Club, 

115. 
Tenant  right  agitation  in  Ireland,  217. 
University  of  London,   claims  to  elective 

franchise,  68. 
Universities  in  [Scotland,  new  act  to  regu- 
late the  admission  of  professors  to  the 
lay-chairs,  204. 
Vaccination  made  compulsory,  IS.'!. 
Windsoi",  library  and  reading-rooms  at,  15. 
Windsor,    lodging-houses    tor    unmarried 

workmen  at,  207. 
Workhouse  exposure  at  Nottingham,  256. 
Working-man's    Emigration  Socictv,   the, 
92. 


LAW  AND  CRIME. 


for 


Abortion,  trial  of  three  medical  men 
procurmg,  110,  158. 

.Abstracting  money  from  letters,  88. 

.AchilU  V.  Newman,  8,  35. 

Atkinson  v.  Baldwin,  seduction  case,  182. 

Australian  Mail  Company,  actions  against 
tho,  2G5. 

Baroness  Von  Beck,  the,  and  her  secre- 
tary, 6. 

Bankruptcy  and  Insolvency  Courts. — 
Williams,  the  Rev.  Theodore,   Vicar  of 
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Hendoii,  136;  Dunn  (Richard),  attempt 
to  extort  moneyjfrom  Miss  Burdett  Coutts, 
182  ;  Caudlin's  (Mr.)  application  ol,  f  ir 
a  discliarge  alter  being  tliirty-sLx  years  in 
prison,  184;  Chambers  (Messrs.), bankers 
of  Old  Bond-street,  bankruptcy  of,  244. 

Beggin;,',  a  runaway  slave  charged  with,  G3. 

Bigamy,  William  Wardle  tried  for  at 
Gloucester,  8S;  case  of  Kiehard  Gray, 
247. 

Bower  (Mr.)  tried  for  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Morton  at  Paris,  2. 

Birstal  Chapel  case,  the,  242. 

Braintree  case,  respecting  the  liability  for 
church  rates,  184. 

Breach  of  Promise  of  M.^rriage. — .411en 
V.  Bull,  39 ;  Jackson  v.  Hunt,  IGO  ;  Hnre 
■i'.  Drake,  IGO :  Halstead  v.  Toad,  161 ; 
Chalford  v.  Hard,  244. 

Bribery  at  Derby,  trial  of  Thomas  Morgan 
for,  61. 

Bridgewater,  will  of  the  late  Eurl  of, 
157,  184. 

Burglar  shot  at  Shoreham,  36. 

Burglaries,  Robberies,  &c.— at  Mr. 
Prince's,  Becklord-row,  4  ;  at  Ravens- 
worth  Castle,  4;  trick  played  by  a 
butler  at  Frogmore,  5  ;  at  Mr.  Cutmore's, 
silversmith,  St.  Anu*s-lanc,  90 ;  robbery 
of  a  young  man  in  the  Western  Bank, 
Glasgow,  luy  ;  burglary  at  Mr.  Perkins' 
farmhouse,  neiir  Coleshill,  gallant  defence 
of  an  aged  couple,  110;  capture  of  a 
robber  by  a  lady  at  Liverpool,  220 ; 
attempted  robbery  at  Mr.  Rait's,  Glas- 
gow, 220 ;  at  Mr.  Monk's,  near 
Faversham,  220;  singular  capture  at 
Manchester,  222. 

Burning  a  child's  hand,  case  of  cruelty  in  a 
workhouse,  4. 

Butler,  the  Hon.  L.,  v.  Mr.  Oliveira,  37. 

Counterfeit  coin,  extensive  seizure  of,  196. 

Cruelty  to  a  slave,  247. 

Debacher  v.  Bellevue,  7  ;  detective  English 
officers  in  America,  224. 

Divorce  the  law  of,  report  of  the  com- 
missioners upon  the,  87. 

Drunk  and  riotous  behaviour  of  some 
naval  officers  in  the  Grecian  Saloon,  4. 

Duel,  Sir  R.  Clifton  and  Charles  L.  Fox, 
Esq.,  bound  to  keep  the  peace  to 
prevent  a,  223. 

Election  bill  unpaid,  affray  at  Westmeath, 
266. 

Embezzling  money  at  the  General  Post 
Office,  36. 

Emigrants,  a  decision  important  to,  222. 

Emperor  of  the  French,  trial  of  Raynard 
for  offering  to  assassinate  the,  185. 

Emperor  steamer,  judgment  in  the  case 
of  the,  208. 

Execution  of  Henry  Horler  for  the  murder 
of  his  wife,  5  ;  of  Barbour  at  Sheffield,  5. 

Fire  Annihilator  Company,  Mr.  Phillips, 
the  inventor,  causing  a  disturbance 
at  the  offices  of  the,  185. 

Forgery— trial  of  Gabriel  Sans  Garratt 
for  adding  figures  to  a  letter  of  credit, 
108 ;  trial  of  W.  W.  Yelf,  actuary  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight  saving's  bank,  159;  forged 
notes,  trial  of  WiUiani  Mason  for  utter, 
ing,  224 ;  Mr.  R.  F.  Pries  apprehended 
for,  7. 

Gamekeepers,  shootingat  the,  CI. 

Gamblers,  seizure  of,  in  Leicester-square, 
197. 

Garotte  robberies,  3,38,  88,  220,  222. 

Gladstone  (Mr.)  an  attempt  to  extort 
money  from,  108,  136. 

Grieve  (Mrs.)  inquest  on  the  body  of,  196. 

Great  Western  Railway,  trial  for  placing 
plates  of  iron  on  the,  159. 

Grim  wood  ( Eliza),  a  man  charged  with  the 
murder  of,  194. 

Gunpowder,  Jlcssrs.  Hale  charged  with 
having  on  their  premises  a  greater 
quantity  than  allowed  by  law,  90,  136. 

Hemsworlh  Free  Grammar-school  and  the 
Archbishop  of  York,  243. 

Hewgill,  the  Rev.  H.,  charge  against,  267. 

Highway  robbery  near  Bristol,  222. 

Housebreaker  caught  at  Manchester,  222. 

Housebreaker  captured  by  a  lady  at  Liver- 
pool, 220. 

Hudson  (.Mr.)  and  the  York  and  North 
Midland  Railway  Company,  37. 

Husbands  illtreating  their  wives,  case  of, 
195,  196,  197,  223,  267. 


Improvement  in  the  means  for  the  detec- 
tion of  crime,  87. 

Illtreating  and  over-driving  a  pony,  5. 

Incendiarism,  attempts  at  near  Newport 
Pagnel,  2. 

Intimidating  workmen,  6. 

Isle  of  Wight  savings'  bank  defalcations, 
89, 159. 

Judge  and  jury  club  on  Sunday  even- 
ings, 4. 

Kirwan's  sentence  commuted,  5  ;  sale  of 
his  property,  197. 

License  of  the  bar,  136. 

Libels  against  the  Hon.  Fitzhardinge 
Berkeley,  244. 

Lunacy  commission  on  the  Earl  of  Eldon, 
5 ;  on  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor,  89. 

Ma.vslauguter — trial  of  an  engine-driver 
at  Durham,  61 ;  trial  of  Francis  Mead 
for  killing  his  wife,  137  ;  fall  of  a  house 
in  the  Strand,  case  of  Jlr.  Abrahams, 
224,  242 ;  trial  of  the  chairman  and 
directors  of  the  South  Western  Railway, 
182 ;  York  and  North  Midland  directors, 
166. 

Metcalf  V.  Parker,  6.1. 

Miller  v.  Salomons,  109. 

Murders. — Agrarian  murder  of  a  bailiff  in 
Tipperary,  5 ;  of  John  and  Jane  Black- 
burn at  Ashton  Flats,  by  Blackburn  and 
Moore,  63  ;  of  Mr.  Blackmore  in  Devon- 
shire, 37  ;  of  Eliza  Coles,  at  Dimster,  by 
James  Bailey,  245 ;  of  Mr.  Crangle,  on 
board  the  Countess  of  Wilton,  by  William 
M'FoUen,  222;  of  Crispin,  a  sailor,  by 
a  Spaniard,  in  Liverpool,  223 ;  of  a  car- 
penter, in  a  house  of  ill-fame  in  Glasgow, 
137  ;  of  Thomas  Farrell,  at  Gureen, 
30 ;  of  Charity  Glenister,  by  Abel 
Burrows,  at  Leighton  Buzzard,  2fij ; 
of  John  Marshall,  by  Charles  Williams, 
at  Liverpool,  88 ;  of  Joseph  Quin,  by 
W.  Terrell,  88 ;  of  Joseph  Rowley,  by 
Joseph  Bolton,  at  Wolvey,  222;  of 
IMaria  Steggall,  housekeeper  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Baker,  at  Bacton,  Sufifolk,  108; 
of  Catherine  Sheardon,  at  Wakefield, 
by  H.  Dobson,  38;  of  Mr.  Stephens, 
ill  Bermondsey,  by  John  Lawrence,  194  ; 
of  Mary  Ann  Sturgeon,  at  Burnham 
Abbey  Farm,  near  "Windsor,  243 ;  of 
Mr.  Toller,  of  Chadwick  Green,  by 
Charles  Saunders,  37,  61 ;  of  Jesse 
WiUiams,  by  W.  Williams,  at  Conway, 
108;  of  a  boy  named  Saunders,  by  a 
boy  ten  years  old,  HO;  of  a  child,  by 
Mary  AnthSF,  at  Nottingham,  60;  of  her 
child,  trial  of  Mary'  Anne  Parr,  60  ; 
of  two  children,  at  Stockport,  by  Thomas 
Moore,  194 ;  of  her  two  children,  by 
Anne  Brnokes,  l60;  of  her  child,  trial 
of  Sarah  Baker,  l60;  of  two  boys,  trial 
of  Thomas  Moore,  2G6  ;  inquest  on  the 
body  of  a  child  found  iu  Agar  Town,  6  ; 
Elizabeth  Vickars  tried  lor  causing  the 
death  of  her  master,  3.5. 

Mutiny  on  board  the  baik  Georgina,  34. 

JIutiny  of  Lascars  on  board  the  Queen  of 
the  Teign,  221,  242. 

Najjoleon  Buonaparte,  will  and  codicils  of 
the  late,  38. 

Newspaper,  proceedings  against  Jlr.  True- 
love  for  selling  an  unstamped,  62. 

Norton  (the  Hon.  Jlrs.),  Messrs.  Thrupp's 
claim  against,  185. 

O'Brien  (Mr.  Smith),  in  exile,  197. 

Perjury,  trial  of  Mr.  S.  Tcllett,  a  con- 
veyancer, for,  ICO. 

Piracy  and  murder,  horrible  case  of,  IO7. 

Poaching,  case  of,  269. 

Railway,  actions  against  the  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire,  184  ;  Ford  r.  the  .Midland 
Company;  Shrewsbury  and  Birming- 
ham Company  v.  the  Directors  of  the 
same,  195 ;  York  and  North  Midland 
V.  Mr.  Hudson,  37. 

Railway  collision,  trial  of  officials,  87, 
242. 

Paihvay  companies,  liability  of,  244,  245. 

Railway  accident,  trial  of  an  engineer 
f>r,  197. 

Riot  at  Wallsend  colliery,  39. 

Riots  at  Wigan,  245. 

Riots  between  Irish  and  Italians  in  Bald- 
win's Gardens,  I58. 

Rushbrook  v.  Brook,  90. 

Russian  deserters  from  a  frigate  at  Ports- 
mouth, 267. 


Shooting  at  a  girl  in  a  shooting-gallery  in 
Liverpool,  89. 

Simniunds  v.  Parkinson,  case  of  a  ''  fast  " 
young  man,  158. 

Smyth  forgery  case,  183. 

Spirits,  dealing  in  without  a  licence,  107. 

Stall-keepers  in  Tottenham-court-road,  89. 

St.  Cross,  hospital  of,  judgment  in  the 
case  of  the,  I8I. 

Steali.sg,  three  boys  charged  with,  6 ; 
stealing  forty-eight  pounds  of  gold  on 
the  high  seas,  trial  of  Aaron  Crawcour 
for,  159 ;  articles  belonging  to  the 
"Home"  at  Shepherds'  Bush,  Mary 
.4nn  Shadwell  charged  with,  185 ;  a 
swarm  of  bees,  trial  of  a  man  for,  195; 
stealing  from  Mr.  Hayes,  trial  of  Eliza- 
beth Hawkins,  224  ;  a  piece  of  ribband, 
charge  against  a  lady  in  Dublin,  242  ; 
a  watch  at  the  execution  of  Mobbs,  246. 

Suicide— of  Mary  Ann  Adams,  by  drown- 
ing, 62 ;  of  Mr.  G.  F.  Bailey,  by  essential 
oil  of  almonds,  136 ;  of  Mr.  S.  Louis 
Beecher,  by  blowing  out  his  brains, 
108 ;  of  a  boy,  by  hanging,  in  Devon- 
shire, 137;  of  Mr.  H.  l7  Culmcr,  at 
Darttord,  135  ;  of  Mary  Cuthbert,  at 
Greenwich,  181 ;  of  Mr.  F.  Cope,  in 
Manchester,  158  ;  of  John  Mills,  after 
committing  a  robbery  near  Oldham, 
243 ;  of  Emma  Papson,  by  drowning, 
158;  Rev.  D.Rice,  of  Christ's  Hospital, 
by  hanging,  6  ;  of  Dr.  John  Stokes,  by 
prussic  acid,  127 ;  of  a  young  man,  at 
Sydenham,  109;  suicide  and  attempted 
murder  in  a  house  pf  ill-fame,  in 
Dublin,  197  ;  of  Mrs.  Marshall,  267. 

Swindler,  a  curious  biography,  6. 

Tragical  incident  on  board  a  steamboat  on 
the  Missouri,  244. 

Von  Beck  affair,  judgment,  lS2. 

Winchester  Goal,  treatment  of  prisoners 
in, 22l. 

Windows,  a  lady  fined  for  allowing  a 
servant  to  clean  windows  standing  ou 
the  sill,  5. 

Wilkinson  v.  Wilkinson,  seduction  case, 
160. 

Wives,  brutal  assaults  of  men  upon  their, 
195,  196,  197,  223,  267,  268. 


ACCIDENTS  AND  DISASTER. 

Asiatic  cholera,  death  from,  199. 

Avalanche,     fall   of   an,      death    of    Dr. 

-    Wray,  186. 

Balloon  accident,  death  of  Emma  Verdier, 
in  France,  185. 

Blasting  rock  near  Torquay,  248. 

Boiler  Explosions— at  Ebby  Clothing 
Mill,  near  Stroud,  10 ;  at  Messrs.  Forrest 
and  Co.,  Glasgow,  11 ;  on  board  the 
Times,  Dublin  steamer,  138;  at  Messrs, 
Davis's  factory,  Dudley,  111. 

Cab  accident  on"  Holborn-hill,  230. 

Cart  and  wagon  collision,  dreadful  acci- 
dent in  Somersetshire,  230. 

Child  killed  by  a  bear.  111. 

Chobham,  accident  to  some  sappers  in 
crossing  a  pontoon  bridge,  186. 

Chloroform,  fatal  administration  of,  229. 

Colebrooke,  Sir  Edward,  accident  to  while 
shooting,  200. 

Collieky  AcciDEyTS — at  Messrs.  Appleby's 
pit,  near  Sheffield,  seven  men  killed, 
10;  at  Mangotsfield,  near  Bristol,  10; 
at  AvL.ey  mine,  near  Wigan,  67,  9I. 

Collision  between  the  Trident  steamship 
and  the  brig  Harewood,  22S ;  on  the 
Thames,  three  persons  drowned,  248. 

Crystal  Palace,  Sydenham,  accident  at 
the,  186. 

Drowning. — Several  lives  lost  on  the  ice, 
41 ;  six  seamen  lost  on  a  sandbank,  41 ; 
Mr.  R.  B.  H.  Blundell  found  drowned, 
C7  ;  death  of  two  men  near  West- 
minster-bridge, 198 ;  death  of  Lady  Lang, 
ford,  248. 

Falls.— Death  of  Mr.  Hales  by  a  fall 
from  a  scaffold,  IPS  ;  of  a  house  in  the 
Strand,  three  lives  lest,  199;  of  the 
floor  of  a  ragged  school,  199;  of  a  house 
in  Pettifort-  court^  228 ;  of  a  floor  at 
Preston,  225. 

Fog  in  London,  numerous  accidents,  249. 

FikES — through  reading  in  bed,  40 ;  eight 
lives  lost  at  a  fire  at  Llanfchangel,  40  ; 
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at  Windsor  Cattle,  6G  ;  at  the  Black 
Horse,  Whitechnpel-road.  ii'-' ;  dcstruc- 
ti  >n  of  the  Adelphi  Theatre,  Edinburgh, 
112;  at  a  woollen  mill  at  Unl-nforth, 
111;  at  the  Gutta  Pfic^ia  Works,  in 
U'liarf-road.  City-ro.id  139 ;  "H  tioard 
the  John  Melhuish,  pmigriiiit  ship,  l;i9; 
:U  Mr.  J.  Davenport's  silk-fa'^rory, 
Derby,  IGI;  Mr.  Leoine's,  m  White- 
chapel,  199  ;  Messrs.  Rufscll  and  Go's., 
Poplar,  199;  Balmoral,  near  the  Castle, 
230 ;  Messrs.  Savi'ile  and  Edwards's, 
Chandos -street,  223 ;  .Messrs.  Wliitwoi th's 
mill,  at  Halifa.x,  destroyed  by,  225  ;  at 
Lovesay's,  in  Lambeth-walk,  230 ;  Mr. 
Long's,  Hampton-'.erraoe,  Hampstfad- 
road,  2;?0  ;  at  Mr.  Thomis  B.iring'a,  24S  ; 
at  the  London  Club  House,  271;  at  the 
Homertoii  C'lbiur  Works,  271 ;  'rwicken- 
ham  Paper  Mills,  271 ;  at  Mr,  Gould's, 
Gravfseiid,  271. 

Foul  air  in  a  mine,  death  of  two 
men,  200. 

Toul  air  in  a  railwaT-cairiage,  death  of  a 
cMlil  from,  19S. 

G  Idsmith  (Mr.)  killed  by  a  fall  near 
Geneva,  I'i?. 

Gun  accident  at  the  George  Hotel,  Ports- 
mouth, 186. 

Hanging,  two  cases  of,  from  morbid 
influence  of  executions,  10. 

Hydrophobia  in  Linco  nshire.  111 ;  case  of 
in  Ireland,  19S;  deathfiom  at  Merthyr, 
219. 

Inundations  caused  by  the  heavy  rains, 
161,  2;;o. 

Liebig  (Professor),  narrow  escape  of,  while 
lecturing  before  the  royal  family  at 
Munich,  91. 

LiL'litning,  fatal  accident  from,  in  Wales, 
227. 

Marquis  of  Lisboa  accidentally  killed  by 
Prince  Ernest  of  Sase  Leininsien,  8. 

Mr.  Mechi's,  'fiptree  Hill,  accident  at,  186. 

Monk's-hood  root,  de.^th  from  eating,  218. 

Niagara  Falls,  three  men  killed  at,  1.^7. 

Naptha,  dreadful  accident  caused  by,  at 
Norwich,  201. 

Nctious  exhalation  of  a  cess-pool,  death  of 
a  child  from,  10. 

Portland  breakwater,  dreadful  accident  at 
the,  219. 

Powder  magazine  explosion  at  Gibr.diar, 
221. 

Railway  Accidents — On  the  Brighton, 
near  New  Cross,  119;  Caledonian,  at 
SLiteford,  HI  ;  Glas^'ov.'  and  South 
Western,  near  Dornich,  112 ;  Great 
Western,  at  Ealing,  41,  6;i ;  at  Hornsey, 
200 ;  Great  Northern,  between  Hunting- 
don and  St.  Neots,  39  ;  at  f  eterborough, 
92  ;  Great  Southern  and  We-tern,  at 
Straffan,  226  ;  Lancashire  and  Yorksliire, 
near  Manchester,.  64;  at  Knottingley. 
219 ;  London  and  North  Western, 
between  Walvercot  and  Oxford,  8 ;  in 
Kilburn  tunnel,  40;  in  Coventry.  IBl ; 
at  Euston-square,  19S ;  esylodrng 
of  an  engine  on  the,  66 ;  near 
Berkhampstead,  2:'.9 ;  Manchester  ami 
Sheffield,  JOO ;  near  Sheffi.ld,  247,218; 
Midland,  66  ;  at  Matlock,  225  ;  at 
Claycross  Station,  22.1 ;  at  Welton,  248; 
near  Kegwortb,  92;  North  Kent,  201  ; 
South  Eastern,  at  Merstham  Station, 
CO;  Smth  Western,  111,  24S;  York  and 
North  Midland,  near  BAby,  HI ;  Ver- 
sailles Railway,  230. 

Robertson  (Mrs.),  of  Lidy  Kirk,  narrow 
escape  from  death  while  riding  with 
Lord  Elcho's hounds,  91. 

SniPWiiECiis,  &c.— Loss  of  the  St.  George, 
emigrant  ship,  8;  destruction  of  the 
Lily  by  gunpowder  on  the  coast  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  8 ;  loss  of  Queen  Victoria  of 
L-verpool,  40;  .irienis.  East  Indiamun, 
41 ;  Duke  of  Sutherland,  at  Aberdeen 
Harbour,  90 ;  of  the  William  and  Marv, 
off  the  B  ihama  I-lands,  137 ;  of  tlie 
Rebecca,  off  Van  Dieman's  L  >nd,  193  ; 
of  the  .\nnie  Jane,  emigr:mt  ship,  22.5 ; 
of  the  brig  Huri-wood,  from  a  collision, 
22S;  of  the  Dalhousie,  2i!8;  of  the 
emigrant  ship  Bourneuf,  230 ;  of  the 
M  ir.shall,  270. 

■  -'.lughter  of  sheep  by  a  railway  train,  249. 

stormy  and  disastrous  passages  of  the 
packets  Koscius  and  Lady  Franklin,  40. 


Suffocated  by  a  furnace,  death  of  four 
persons,  270. 

Swallowing  a  tooth-brush,  death  from,  247. 

Swan  Inn,  Bolsover,  frightful  death  at 
the,  Uii. 

Terrible  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conway,  of 
Cahiroonlish,  91. 

Wagon  containing  forty  persons  precipi- 
tated into  the  Medway,  229. 


FOREIGN  AND  COLONIAL. 

Austral'a, — The  gold  revenue  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Legislative  Council,  16, 
67 ;  monster  meeting  of  diggers,  praying 
fur  an  efficient  police,  16;  the  yield  oi 
gold,  69 ;  incre  ise  of  population.  69  ;  dis- 
covery of  a  nugget  weighing  131  pounds, 
69;  filthy  condition  of  .Melbourne,  117; 
striking  picture  of  the  progress  of  the 
cimntry,  164,  234;  loss  o'  a  steamship 
between  Port  Philip  and  Sydney,  190 ; 
attack  on  a  gold  escort,  six  troopers 
killed  231;  excitement  respecting  the 
license  fee  for  diggers,  275 ;  great  dis- 
covery of  gold  at  Geelung,  275. 

.\ustria.  — Outra'.'eat  Vienna  on  the  Corres- 
pondent of  the  lifornivg  Chronicle,  20; 
attempt  on  the  life  of  the  Emp>-ror,  46; 
Insurrection  in  Milan,  46;  e.xecution  of 
Karl  Julibil,  tutor  of  Kossuth's  sister's 
children,  70. 

Belgium.— Marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Bra- 
hmt,  190. 

Brit'sh  America.— Public  meeting  at  .St. 
John's  to  consider  the  fi-hing  q\iestion, 
17 ;  Cholera  in  Qtiebec,  18  ;  Riot  in 
Quebec  in  consequence  of  Pather  Gavazzi's 
lectures,  112 ;  a  decimal  currency  estab- 
lished, 164  ;  gold  in  Canada,  209  ; 
project  of  a  federal  union  of  the  colo- 
nies, 259. 

British  Guiana. — Complaints  of  the  irregu- 
larity of  the  Royal  MaU  Steam  Packet 
Company,  18. 

Buenos  Ayres,  a  revolution  in,  47. 

Cape  of  Good  Hope — Captain  Villiers  and  a 
party  of  horse  surprised  by  the  enemy, 
17  ;  a  captured  chief  tried  by  court- 
martial,  17  ;  the  g:oTernor's  proclamation 
in  the Orangf  territory,  17  ;  Macomo'sden 
in  the  Waterkloof,  17  ;  the  chief  Mos- 
hesh's  interview  with  General  Cathcart, 
69  ;  battle  in  the  Beva  mountain  ;  defeat 
of  iVIoshesh,  who  sues  for  peace,  69 ;  sub- 
mission of  SandiUi,  117  ;  termination  of 
the  Caffre  war.  117  ;  the  new  constitution 
190;  favourable  condition  of  the  colony, 
190,  235 ;  discontent  of  the  Caffres,  258  ; 
death  of  Colonel  Nesbit,  275. 

California— the  advancing  state  of  pros- 
perity of,  213;  discovery  of  an  ancient 
pyramid,  214;  depredations  of  the 
Indians,  238 ;  state  of  society  in  San 
Francisco,  238. 

Ciroassia— the  war  in  successes  against  the 
Russians,  21,  238. 

China— great  rebellion  in,  117  ;  Nankin 
taken  by  the  insurgents,  112;  Sir  G. 
Bonham's  details  of  a  visit  to  their  army, 
160  ;  progress  of  the  rebellion,  213  ; 
Shanghai  taken  by  the  rebels,  2.)S. 

r'uba — the  slave  trade  in,  167. 

Prance — the  emperor's  communication  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  approaching  marriage,  19  ; 
family  of  the  future  empress,  20 ;  the 
nuirri;)g'',  44 ;  amnesty  to  political 
OiTenders,  45  ;  the  emperor's  speech  to 
the  legislative  body,  45  ;  suicide  of  Count 
Caraarata,  70 ;  a  bill  for  capital  punish- 
ment in  eases  of  attempts  on  the  life  of 
emperor,  118;  conspiracy  against  the  life 
of  the  emperor  and  empress,  166 ;  grand, 
letc  of  St.  Napoli  on,  190  ;  dearth  of  corn, 
210;  campat  Satory,  210;  thi' emperor's 
visit  to  Bnulo.'ue,  23s ;  trial  of  the 
persons  charged  with  the  attempt  made 
upon  the  life  of  the  emperor,  202;  the 
duty  on  foreign  coals  and  iron  reduced, 
2i;2 ;  another  conspiracy  against  the 
Emperor,  277. 

Greoo'c  -the  town  of  Theb^a  partly  des- 
troyed by  an  eartliqnake,  213. 

Hungary— bands  of  outlaws  in;  execution 
of  one  of  the  men,  21. 

India  —the   Burmese  war — Pegu  taken  by 


General  Godwin,  16  ;  annexation  of  Pegu 
to  the  British  dominions,  43  ;  revolution 
in  Ava,  01 ;  disastrous  attack  on  a  robbtr 
chief,  fifty-seven  officers  and  men  killed 
and  wounded,  94  ;  seiond  attack  ;  his 
position  carried  by  the  troops  under  Sir 
John  Cheap,  116;  the  Burmese  envoys 
refuse  to  sign  aw  ly  any  part  of  the 
Burmese  dominions,  163;  General  God- 
win forbidden  to  -.idvance  to  Ava,  163  ; 
peace  restored,  190;  disturbed  state  of 
the  country,  2  ;4,  258  ;  death  of  Genur.d 
Godwin,  275;  Colonel  Mackeson  assas- 
sinated at  Peshwar,  231 ;  execution  of 
the  assassin,  2J8 ;  fight  with  Arabs  in 
the  Nizam's  territory,  258. 

Italy — houses  of  persons  living  under 
British  protect! m  entered  by  police 
21  ;  a  revolutionary  alarm  at  Rome  , 
191 ;  disturbances  in  consequence  of 
the  high  price  t  f  prov  sions,  213 ;  Miss 
Cunningham  imprisoned  for  d  stribuling 
protestant  tracts,  213  ;  outrages  upon 
foreigners,  277 ;  preparations  for  the 
evacuation  of  the  Roman  Slates  by  the 
French  and  Austrian  armies,  277  ;  suf- 
ferings of  Baron  P.)erio,  277. 

Jamaica — disagreement  between  the  go- 
venor  and  the  colonial  legislature,  112, 
161 ;  opening  of  the  session,  253. 

Largos— hostilities  at,  262. 

Montenegro — the  revolt  of,  against  Turkey, 
21,  46. 

Monte  Video— revolution  at,  262. 

New  Zealand— coal  discovered  in,  17. 

Portugal — death  of  the  Queen,  262. 

Prussia,  the  King's  speech,  and  the  open- 
ing of  Parliament,  278. 

Russia  —  successes  of  the  Circassians,  21, 
238;  the  Turkish  quarrel,  the  Czir's 
manifesto,  Ofcupation  of  the  Danubian 
provinces,  163  ;  gold  discovered  iu 
Siberia,  213. 

Sandwich  Islands — ravages  of  the  small-pox 
in  the,  23S. 

Sicily— disturbed  state  of,  71. 

Spain — General  Narvaez  exiled,  his  letter 
of  remonstrance  to  tlie  queen,  21  ;  Pro- 
testant burial-ground  at  Madrid,  212  ; 
the  Times  prohibited  in  the  Spanish 
dominions,  212 ;  unpopularity  of  the 
queen,  238. 

Turke-y — changes  in  the  government,  agi- 
tation between  Russ'a  and  Turkey, 
1 18 ;  Prince  Menschikoff 's  depai-ture  from 
Constantinople,  the  fleets  of  England  and 
France  anchor  in  Besika  B.iy,  143  ;  the 
Russian  ultimatum,  its  refusal  by  the 
Porte,  the  Emperor's  manifesto,  the 
Russian  troops  take  possession  of  Wal- 
lachia  and  Moldavia,  105  ;  the  Sultan's 
manifesto  to  his  people,  190;  the  Vienna 
note,  210 ;  the  Turkish  modifications 
rejected  by  the  Czar,  preparations  for 
war,  212  ;  si.K  ships  of  the  combined 
fleets  pass  the  Dardanelles,  212;  the 
Sultan's  declaration  of  war  against 
Russia,  236 ;  Omar  Pacha's  note  to  the 
Russian  general,  communicating  the 
determination  of  his  g.ivemmi'nt— the 
reply,  237 ;  the  Turkish  army,  237  ;  the 
Russian  declaration  of  war,  260;  battle 
of  Oltenitza,  261  ;  defeat  of  the  Hussians 
on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  261 ;  the 
combined  fleets  enter  the  Bosphorus,  262 ; 
official  account  of  the  Battle  of  O.tenitza, 
276;  destruction  of  a  Turkish  squadron 
at  Sinope,  276 ;  Russian  victory  at  Ak- 
haltzik,  277;  the  aid  of  England  and 
France  represented  by  the  Porte,  277. 

United  States— Lord  Malmesbury's  pro- 
position for  a  tre,.ty  between  England, 
France,  and  the  United  States  for  the 
defence  of  Cuba,  21;  the  President's 
reasons  for  declining  it,  22 ;  frightful 
railway  accident,  death  of  the  son  of 
Genera!  Franidin  Pierce,  22 ;  emigration 
returns,  23  ;  fiTancial  report,  40  ;  the 
new  cabinet,  71  ;  the  Hon.  James 
Buchanan  appointed  minister  to  Eng- 
lanii,  95  ;  terrible  railway  a  cirtent,  sixty 
persons  drowui  d,  118;  a  fugitive  slave 
h.nt,  revolting  b,irbirity,  211  ;  a  Lynch 
law  execution,  26  '• ;  the  President's  mes- 
sage, 2/8. 

West  Indies — frightful  mortality  from 
yellow  fever,  18 ;  insurrection  at  Tor- 
tola,  229. 
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of  William  Lord  Ku-sell,  by  Lord  John 
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Lights  and  Shadows  of  .\rtist  Life  and 
Character,  by  Mr.  James  Smith,  2i;3 ; 
Li'zhts  and  Sounds,  47  ;  London  City 
Tales,  119;  Lorenzo  Benoni.  or  Passages 
in  the  Life  of  an  Italian,  95;  Louis  the 
Seventeenth  and  the  Captivity    of  the 


Royal  Family,  131;  London  Homes,  by 
Mis's  C.  Sinclair.  215  ;  Lird  Hacon  and 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  95;  Mal-adminis- 
tr.ition  of  the  F;a-t  India  Comijany,  by 
Mr-  Macleim,  95  ;  Margaret,  or  Prejudice 
at  Home  and  its  Victims,  23'l ;  Mazziiu 
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moir of  Mary  Duch'ss  o(  Burgundy, 
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moir of  Pope,  by  Mr.  Cariu  hers,  IfiO ; 
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Fighting  made  Easy,  47 ;  Monuments 
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Passages  from  My  Life,  with  .Memoir  of 
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NOTICE. — The  readers  of  the"  Household  Narrative  of  Current  Events  "  are  respectfully  informed  that 
it  has  been  decided  to  abandon  the  introductory  article  ^ohich  has  hitherto  formed  a  part  of  each  month's 
number  under  the  /(.earf  of  The  Three  Kingdoms.  This  alteration  has  been  determined  on,  both  in  con- 
sideration of  the  advisability  of  sepo^ratinr/  the  expression  of  opinion  from  a  faithful  record  of  events  ;  and  in 
consideration  of  that  record  requiring  all  the  space  we  can  allot  to  it. 


NAKRATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


Our  last  number  containR  a  list  of  the  New  Cabinet. 
The  following  ave   the   Official  appointments  made   to 
complete  the  Administration : — ■ 
Postmaster-General  .        .        .     .    Viscount  Canninp;. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade     .    Rt.  Hon.  E.  Cardwcll. 
Vice-President   of   the    Board    of^ 

Trade,   and   Paymaster-General  J  Ld.  Stanley  of  Alderlcy. 

of  the  Forces        .        ,        .        . ) 
President  of  the  Poor  Law  Board    Rt.  Hon.  M.  T.  Raines. 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan-Uj_  g^^_  ^  ^ 

caster      > 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty    .       .    Mr.  Bernal  Osborne. 
Under-Secretary  of   State    for  the  1  m-  it  t)„„i 

Colonies j-Mr.  i.  reel. 

^ffairs?'^'^''^"^^*^'^!"'' ''°'^'^'! ]^^^  Wodehouse. 
U^er-Secretary,    ilom;   Depart- 1  „„„  jj  pj^^^^^ 

Joint  Secretaries  [to  the  Treasury  j  J^j'^' ^^?^^^^  ^■^y''^" 

Joint  Secretaries  to  the  Board  of  f  R  Lowe,  Esq. 

Control (  The  other  not  filled  up. 

f  Mr.  Sadleir. 

Junior  Lords  of  the  Treasury    .    .  -l'  ?''''j''P,'r^!'& 

■'  Lord  Alfred  Hervey. 

I  Hon.  F.  Charteris. 
(■  Vice-Adml.  H.  Parker. 
I  Rear-Adml.  Berkeley. 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  .        .        .-\  Capt.  Hon-  S.  Dundiis. 

I  Caot  A.  Milne. 
[  Hon.  W.  F.  Cowper. 
Clerk  of  the  Ordnance         .        .    .    Mr.  MonsoU. 
Judge  Advocate-General         .        .    Jlr.  C.  P.  Villiers. 
Attorney-General        .        .        .    .    Sir  A.  Cockhurn. 
Solicitor-General     ....    Sir.  Bethell. 
Lord-Advocate  of  Scotland        .     .    Mr.  J.  MoncreifF. 
Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland    .        .    Earl  St.  Germains. 

Chief  Secretarv  to  the  Lord-Lieu-  }  „■ .  ■,  yr 

tenant  of  Ireland    .        .        .    .  [  Sn- J.  Young. 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland      .        .    Rt.  Hon.  M .  Brady. 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland     .     .    Mr.  Brewster. 
Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  .        .    Mr.  Keogh,  Q.C. 

Vice-Chancellor  Sir  George  Turner  has  been  appointed  one  of 
the  Lords  Justices  of  Appeal,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Cranworth. 
Sir  W.  Page  Wood  succeeds  Sir  George  Turner  as  Vice-Chancellor. 
Clerk-Marshal  to  her  Majesty    .     .    Lord  Alfred  Paget. 

Vice-Chamberlain  of  her  Majesty's  f  t  „_j  r-   d  . 

Household.        .        .        .     \|LordE.  Bruce. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household        .     .  Earl  of  Mulgrave. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household        .  Lord  Drumlanrig. 

Captain  of  the  Gentlemen-at-Arms  Lord  Foley. 

Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  Viscount  Sydney. 

The  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  who  vacated 
their  seats  by  accepting  office  under  tlie  present  admi- 
nistration, have  all  been  re-elected  except  Mr.  Sadleir, 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  He  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Alexander,  who  was  supported  by  the  Tory  interest, 
and  returned  by  a  narrow  majority — 97  to  91. 

The  Revenue  Betitrns  for  the  year  and  quarter  ending 
on  the  5th  ult.,  bear  most  satisfactory  testimony  to  the 
steady  advance  of  our  commercial  and  industrial  pros- 
perit)'.  In  every  branch  of  the  national  income,  with 
two  slight  exception^,  there  has  been  an  increase  during 


the  past  three  months,  as  compared  with  tlio  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year — an  increase  amounting  to 
no  less  "than  702,776?.,  or  nearly  three-quarters  of  a 
million.  In  the  Customs  and  Excise,  there  is  a  trifling 
decrease  for  the  quarter,  to  the  extent — including  both 
the  departments  in  question— of  31, 4.52?.  In  the  Stamps 
there  is  an  increase  on  the  quarter  of  no  less  than 
187,514;.,  wholly  attributable  to  the  extension  which  has 
taken  place  in  mercantile  transactions.  The  taxes 
show  an  increase  of  233,95U.  for  the  quarter,  which  is 
duo  to  the  circumstance  of  the  new  house-duty  having 
come  more  fully  into  operation  during  the  latter  part  of 
1852  than  of  1851.  The  increase  of  100,282?.  in  the  Pro- 
perty Tax  is  a  gratifying  fact  which  confirms  the 
inferences  obtained  from  other  sources,  as  to  the 
present  prosperous  condition  of  the  country.  In  the 
Post  Office  also,  there  is  an  improvement,  to  the 
extent  of  26,000/.,  and  in  the  Crown  Lands,  of 
40,000/. ;  whilst  we  also  find  a  trifling  augmentation  in 
the  Miscellaneous  Kevenue.  Adding  to  these  items  an 
increase  of  25,393/.,  in  the  Imprest  Moneys,  and  of 
119,624?.  under  the  head  of  Repayment  of  Adv.ances,  we 
find  a  net  increase  of  702,776/.  on  the  past  three  months, 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  three  months  of 
last  year.  On  comparing  the  returns  for  the  year  ended 
the  5th  ult.  with  those  for  1851,  we  shall  find  a  still 
more  favourable  result.  There  is  a  small  apparent 
decrease  of  65,687/.  in  the  Customs ;  but  it  is  more  than 
sufficiently  explained  by  several  large  importations  of 
the  Exhibition  year.  In  the  Excise,  there  is  the  large 
augmentation  of263, 811/.- — a  fact  which  strikingly  .shows 
the  augmented  means  of  consumption  possessed  by  the 
working-classes.  The  Stamps  display  a  still  larger 
increase,  to  the  amount  of  353,712?.;  and  the  whole  of 
this  accession  of  revenue  may  be  ascribed  to  the  exten- 
sion of  trading  transactions.  In  the  Property-tax,  there 
is  an  increase,  on  the  year's  returns,  of  204,714?. ;  in  the 
Crown  Lauds,  of  110,000/.;  in  the  Miscellaneous,  of 
121,488/.;  and  in  the  Kepaymeuts  of  Advances,  of 
228,354/.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  a  decrease  of 
186,199/.  on  the  Taxes  for  the  year,  which  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  delays  which  arose  in  collecting 
the  new  hotise-tax ;  and  the  Post  Office  exhibits  a 
decrease  of  42,000/.,  which  is  doubtless  attributable  to 
the  unusual  excess  in  that  branch  of  revenue  in  the 
year  of  the  Exhibition.  The  general  result  of  a  com- 
parison of  the  Revenue  for  the  year  ended  5th  January, 
1852,  with  the  year  ended  5th  January,  1853,  is  that 
the  latter  exceeds  the  former  by.978, 226?.,  or  very  nearly 
a  million  sterling. 

The  present  Naval  Force  of  Great  Britain  consists  of 
545  ships-of-war  (either  in  commission  or  in  ordinary), 
carrying  from  two  to  120  guns  each.  Of  this  number 
180  are  armed  steamers,  from  100  to  800-horse  power 
engines,  constrticted  on  the  most  approved  principles, 
for  active  sea-service  (besides  revenue-cutters  and  smaller 
vessels).   This  immense  fleet,  the  largest  of  any  maritime 
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Power,  employs  in  time  of  peace  140,000  able-bodied 
seamen,  2000  boys,  and  15,000  Royal  Marines,  divided 
into  four  divisions  (102  companies),  viz.  : — at  Chatham, 
25  companies  ;  at  Portsmouth,  27  compani_es  ;  at  Ply- 
mouth, 25  companies;  and  at  Woolwich,  25  companies; 
and  10  companies  of  Royal  Marine-Artillery,  head- 
quarters, Portsmouth.  Besides,  there  are  7  brigades  of 
Dockyard  Volunteers,  ^vell-trained  to  gunnery,  viz., 
Deptford,  "Woolwich,  Chatham,  Sheerness,  Portsmouth, 
Devonport,  and  Pembroke,  and  3  other  battalions. 
Coast  Guard,  &c. — • — The  Portsmouth  Squadron. — 
The  squadron  now  in  commission  at  this  port  consists 
of  the  following  force: — Victory,  101  guns,  176  men; 
Neptune,  120  guns,  482  men;  Prince  Regent,  90  guns, 
820  men  ;  Rodney,  92  guns,  820  men  ;  London,  90  guns, 
345  men ;  Vengeance,  84  guns,  330  men ;  Blenheim, 
60  guns,  500  men,  4r50-liorse  power  ;  Phaeton,  50  guns, 
600  men  ;  Leander,  50  guns,  500  men  ;  Arrogant, 
46  guns,  450  men,  360-horse  power ;  Excellent,  46  guns, 
693  men;  Victoria  and  Albert,  2  guns,  118  men,  430- 
horse  power  ;  Sidon,  22  guns,  300  men,  500-horse 
power ;  Odin,  16  guns,  300  men,  560-horse  power ; 
Leopard,  16  guns,  300  men,  560-horse  power  ;  En- 
counter, 14  guns,  175  men,  360-horse  power  ;  Simoom, 
18  guns,  181  men,  460-horse  power;  Furious,  16  guns, 
216  men,  400  horse  power;  Plumper,  11  guns,  110 men, 
60-horse  power  ;  Fury,  6  guns,  160  men,  515-horse 
power ;  Basilisk,  6  guns,  160  men,  400-horse  power  ; 
Rolla,  6  guns,  150  men.  Besides  these  there  are  the 
yachts  Fairy,  Elphin,  Fanny,  Poirtsmouth,  Fire  Queen, 

&c. Sheerness    Squadron.  —  Waterloo,    120    guns; 

■Monarch  84  guns  ;  Horatio,  24 guns  ;  Amphion,  34  guns  ; 
Barracouta,  6  guns  ;  Rattlesnake,  8  guns. 

The  Trade  and  Navigation  lietio'ns  for  the  month 
ending  December  5,  1852,  and  for  the  eleven  months 
terminating  at  the  same  period  just  published,  afford 
gratifying  evidence  of  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
country.  They  show  that  in  the  month  ending  the  5th 
of  last  December,  the  value  of  articles  of  British  produce 
exported  was  6,102,694/.  as  compared  with  5,188,216/. 
for  the  corresponding  month  of  1851,  and  with  5,362,319/. 
for  that  of  1850.  The  increase  is  therefore  640,375/. 
over  the  mouth  of  1850,  and  no  less  than  914,478/.  over 
the  same  month  of  1851.  This  increase  appears  to  be 
fully  shared  in  by  all  the  articles  of  staple  manufacture. 
Comparing  the  month  ending  the  5th  of  December,  1852, 
with  that  of  1851,  there  is  a  very  large  increase  under 
the  heads  of  beer,  butter,  cotton  manufactures,  haber- 
dashery, all  kinds  of  machinery,  metals  (especially  iron), 
silk  and  woollen  manufactures.  A  moderate  increase 
is  exhibited  in  hardwares  and  cutlery,  saddlery  and 
harness,  and  in  linen  manufactures.  The  total  declared 
value  of  exports  for  the  first  eleven  months  of  1852  was 
65,349, 798i!.;  for  those  of  1851,  63,314,272/. ;  and  of  1850, 
60,400,525/.  It  thus  appears  that  within  these  eleven 
mouths  of  1852  we  exported,  in  round  numbers,  over 
two  millions  worth  more  than  in  1851,  and  within  a 
fraction  of  five  millions  worth  more  than  1850.  Turning' 
to  the  import  tables,  we  find,  in  the  column  of  articles 
entered  for  home  consumption,  a  greatincrease  in  nearly 
every  article  of  domestic  comfort. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

RsrEATED  attempts  at  Incendiarism  have  been  made 
in  the  town  of  Olney,  near  Newport  Pagnel.  On 
Christmas  Eve  some  villains  set  fire  to  a  barley 
stack  on  the  extensive  homestead  of  Mr.  R.  Whitmore, 
adjoining  the  village,  with  the  evident  intention  of 
destroying  the  whole  of  his  premises;  but  the  timely 
arrival  of  assistance  prevented  the  flames  extending 
beyond  the  stack,  which  was  destroyed.  The  next 
night,  at  the  same  hour,  another  farm  adjacent  to  the 
village  was  fired,  and  considerable  mischief  occurred. 
On  New  Year's  eve  again  a  fearful  fire  was  discovered 
to  be  raging  in  a  large  barn  and  other  premises  of  Mr.  J. 
Palmer,  in  the  centre  of  the  village.  Here  a  shocking 
scene  presented  itself;  amid  the  roaring  flames  were  to 
be  seen  nine  fat  bullocks  chained  to  the  racks.  To  save 
them  was  impossible,  and  after  writliing  in  agony  for 
several  minutes  they  fell,  and  were  burnt  to  death.  A 
number  of  sheep  and  pigs  shared  a  similar  fate,  the 


whole  of  the  premises  being  consumed.  The  next  night 
(Sunday)  an  attempt  was  made  to  set  fire  to  the  town 
by  thrusting  lighted  lucifers  and  paper  under  the 
thatched  roof  of  the  houses.  It  was  fortunately  very 
early  discovered,  and  suppressed  ere  any  material 
damage  was  done.  This  diabolical  act  led  to  much 
commotion.  Watchers  were  appointed  to  the  neigh- 
bouring farms  and  other  buildings  in  the  place,  and 
every  means  adopted  to  detect  the  villains,  but  in  vain, 
for  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  inst.,  the  centre  of  the  town 
was  fired.  When  discovered,  the  fire  was  raging  on 
some  thatched  buildings  at  the  back  of  the  houses  in 
the  main  street.  It  extended  to  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Killingworth,  watchmaker,  and  those  of  Mr.  Saul,  jun., 
Mr.  Saul,  Miss  Brooks,  Mr.  J.  Field,  Mr.  J.  Lembrey, 
the  Duke  of  York  Inn,  and  numerous  cottages  tenanted 
by  poor  labouring  families,  nearly  the  whole  of  which 
were  destroyed.  In  consequence  of  several  persons  being 
missed,  the  ruins  were  searched,  and  beneath  them  were 
found  the  remains  of  W.  Scott,  a  labourer,  and  J.  Mason, 
a  ratcatcher,  who  seemed  to  have  been  killed  by  the 
falling  of  a  wall  upon  them.  It  was  midnight  before 
the  flames  were  got  under.  The  Home-office  has  been 
communicated  with  on  the  subject,  and  several  of  the 
metropolitan  detective  officers  have  been  ordered  to  aid 
the  local  officers  in  promoting  the  capture  of  the  guilty 
persons.  A  reward  of  200/.  and  a  free  pardon  to  any  one 
coming  forward  to  give  such  evidence  as  will  fix  the 
guilt  upon  the  offenders  has  been  made  public.  It  is 
said  that  suspicion  attaches  to  parties  not  of  the 
labouring  class. 

Mr.  Elliot  Bower  was  tried  for  the  ihirder  of  Mr. 
Saville  Morton  at  Paris,  before  the  Court  of  Assize  of 
the  Seine,  on  the  28th  ult.  Mr.  Bower  was  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  Morning  Advertiser ;  INIr.  Morton  of 
the  Daily  News.  Mr.  Bower  was  married  and  had 
three  children ;  Mr.  Morton  was  unmarried.  They 
were  intimate  friends,  and  Morton  was  a  friend  of 
Mrs.  Bower's  family,  .ind  had  known  her  from  her 
childhood.  Mr.  and'Mrs.  Bower  are  said  to  have  lived 
happily  together  ;  though  she  appears  to  have  suffered 
from  his  conjugal  infidelities.  In  1850  she  received  a 
letter  from  Isabella  Laurie,  living  in  London,  in  which 
that  young  woman  accused  Bower  of  having  sought  to 
estrange  her  from  her  husband's  affections.  That 
revelation  made  a  strong  impression  on  Mrs.  Bower's 
mind,  and  she  had  the  imprudence  to  confide  her  griefs 
to  Mr.  Morton.  There  was  no  certain  proof,  but  unfor- 
tunate circumstances  led  Mr.  Bower  to  suspect  that  he 
had  been  unworthily  betrayed.  During  many  months 
Mrs.  Bower  was  in  a  state  of  excitement,  the  precursor 
of  that  derangement  which  subsequently  affected  her 
intellect.  Fifteen  days  before  her  last  accouchement 
she  ordered  the  portress  of  the  house  to  come  to  her 
immediately  after  her  delivery,  in  order  to  bear  the  news 
of  it  to  Morton,  together  with  some  of  the  hair  of  the 
expected  child.  On  the  2nd  September  last,  after  her 
accouchement,  she  said  to  the  woman,  "  Go  announce  to 
Mr.  Morton  that  I  have  been  confined,  that  the  baby 
resembles  him,  that  I  cannot  send  him  a  lock  of  its  hair 
to-day,  but  that  he  shall  have  it  soon;"  and  this 
message  was  delivered.  It  appears  that  Morton  had 
conceived  the  project  of  procuring  a  divorce  between 
Bower  and  his  wife,  for  the  purpose  of  marrying  her 
himself.  Several  English  lawyers  whom  he  had  con- 
sulted as  to  the  legal  means  of  accomplishing  his  object 
could  not  dissuade  him  frcmi  it.  Mrs.  Bower's  accouche- 
ment was  favourable,  and  everything  promised  a  speedy 
convalescence ;  but  towards  the  fifteenth  day  an 
imprudence  induced  puerperal  fever,  and  the  state  of 
excitement  which  already  existed  was  increased  so 
as  to  produce  mental  aberration.  Her  relations  were 
summoned  to  her  bed-side,  and,  with  the  consent  of 
Bower,  Morton  himself  remained  in  the  chamber  of  the 
sick  lady,  where  he  passed  the  night  on  a  couch.  By 
his  presence  and  his  discourse  he  appeared  to  calm 
Mrs.  Bower's  agitated  mind.  On  the  30th  September 
Mrs.  Bower  expressed  an  ardent  desire  to  abjure  the 
Protestant  religion,  in  which  she  had  been  born  and 
educated.  Her  wish  was  accomplished  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day ;  but  her  madness,  far  from  calming, 
increased  in  force  during  the  succeeding  night  and  the 
day  of  the  1st  of  October.      She   refused   to   see   her 
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husband,  and  found  food  for  her  resentment  against  him 
in  the  letter  of  Isabella  Laurie,  which  she  held  constantly 
in  her  hand.  On  the  1st  of  October,  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  relations  of  Mrs.  Bower  and  Mr. 
Bower's  mother  were  assembled  in  the  dining-voom. 
Mrs.  Bower  sent  for  her  husband  into  her  bed-chamber, 
and  then,  after  having  reproached  him  with  acts  of 
violence  committed  on  her  person,  she,  in  a  fit  of 
delirium,  cried — showing  her  infant  which  she  held  in 
her  arms — "That  baby  is  not  yours — it  is  Morton's;" 
and  when  Bower  protested  against  that  revelation,  his 
wife,  still  further  excited  by  the  resistance  offered  to 
her,  added,  that  on  the  2nd  of  December,  in  the  absence 
of  her  husband,  she  had  sent  for  Morton,  who  had  passed 
the  night  with  her,  and  that  she  had  become  a  mother 
on  the  2nd  of  September.  "  If  I  believed  that,"  cried 
Bower,  "  I  would  kill  this  infant."  These  words  carried 
Mrs.  Bower's  insanity  to  its  height,  and  addressing  her 
sister,  who  was  present,  she  said,  "  Queen  of  England, 
drive  away  that  man."  Bower  left  the  bed-room,  and 
returned  to  the  dining-room.  He  was  pale,  and  violently 
agitated.  Morton  was  sitting  in  the  dining-room.  Bower 
seized  a  table-knife  and  rushed  at  Morton,  who  rose 
precipitately  and  made  for  the  ante-chamber,  in  order  to 
escape  by  the  principal  staircase.  Bower's  mother 
attempted  to  restrain  her  son,  and  caught  him  by  his 
coat,  but  the  coat  rent,  and  she  fell  by  the  effort  which 
Bower  made  to  disengage  himself  Morton,  having 
crossed  the  ante-chamber,  ran  down  the  first  steps  of  the 
stairs,  when  he  was  overtaken  by  Bower,  who  struck 
him  with  the  knife  near  the  left  ear.  Morton  fell  never 
to  rise  again ;  death  was  the  result  of  a  terrible 
hajmorrhage,  caused  by  the  cutting  of  the  carotid 
artery.  Bower  was  at  first  stupificd;  but,  hearing  that 
Morton  was  dead,  he  went  into  his  room,  changed  his 
clothes,  took  some  money,  and  taking  advantage  of  the 
commotion,  he  descended  the  back  stairs,  and  left  the 
house  without  having  been  noticed.  Although  the 
pursuit  was  active  he  was  not  arrested,  and  succeeded  in 
taking  refuge  in  England.  Afterwards,  however,  he 
resolved  to  stand  his  trial  ;  for  which  purpose  he 
returned  to  Paris  and  delivered  himself  up  to  the 
authorities.  The  above  circumstances  were  detailed  in 
the  act  of  accusation,  and  established  by  the  evidence. 
Mr.  Bower  was  interrogated  by  the  President,  and  gave 
his  answers  in  a  plain  straightforward  manner,  and  with 
much  feeling.  Peculiar  interest  was  excited  Ijy  a  letter 
written  by  Morton  to  a  friend  on  the  day  of  his  death, 
in  which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  illness  of  Mrs. 
Bower,  and  of  the  "  devotedness"  which  he  showed  her 
on  that  occasion,  having  been  summoned  to  her  bedside, 
at  her  own  request,  by  Mr.  Bower.  It  was  dated  the 
1st  of  October,  and  contained  these  lines  : — ■"  My  dear 
friend,  I  look  around  me  now  that  I  have  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  free,  and  seek  for  a  heart  like  yours  to  which  I 
can  confide  all  that  fills  my  own.  I  am  in  the  house  of 
a  friend,  with  his  wife,  who  is  very  ill,  and  I  am  here 
on  the  request  which  he  made  me  with  teai-s  in  his  eyes. 
She  is  out  of  her  mind,  but  is  not  so  ill  as  to  cause  me 
despair  of  her  reason.  This  is  the  fourth  night  that  I 
have  passed  thus,  and  in  the  day  also  I  am  obliged  to 
remain,  because  she  Avill  take  nothing  which  is  not 
offered  by  mc.  I  cannot  consequently  tret  away  a 
minute.  Velpeau  is  attending  her.  .  .  .  Her  husband 
having  allowed  three  days  to  pass  away  without 
speaking  to  me  of  the  sickness  of  his  wife,  I  only  leai-ned 
it  at  the  door  of  the  house ;  and  when  I  went  upstairs 
I  found  her  almost  at  her  last  moment.  I  sent  for 
Velpeau.  .  .  "  Two  points  seemed  to  tell  in  a  certain 
degree  against  the  accused— one,  the  production  of  a 
letter  from  Miss  Isabella  Laurie,  of  London,  who  had 
been  a  mistress  of  the  prisoner's,  and  which,  it  appears, 
was  found  immediately  after  the  fatal  blow  had  been 
struck,  in  the  hand  of  Mrs.  Bower,  the  wife  of  the 
accused.  The  letter  was  addressed  to  that  lady,  and 
stated  that  the  writer  would  not  for  the  future  give  her 
any  further  cause  of  uneasiness,  but  would  break  off  all 
connection  with  her  husband.  This  letter  Mr.  Bower 
aihrmed  was  written  in  1817,  whilst  the  impression  of 
the  judge  appeared  to  be  that  its  date  was  1850,  which 
■would  bring  the  pi'isoner's  connection  with  the  writer 
much  lowei'  down  in  the  stream  of  time,  and  give 
greater  cause  to  Mrs.  Bower  to  be  uneasy  in  her  mind 


at  her  husband's  conduct ;  and  the  other  letter  was  one 
which  he  wrote  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Boulogne, 
in  which  he  calls  his  wife  "  that  dear  angel,"  seeming  to 
imply  that  he  did  not  consider  her  conduct  blameable. 
The  first  witnesses  were  Mrs.  Bower's  maid-servant  and 
the  portress  of  the  house  where  she  lived.  The  former 
testified  to  the  declaration  of  Mrs.  Bower,  that  the  last 
child  which  she  had  borne  was  not  that  of  her  husband, 
but  of  Morton.  The  portress,  who  was  in  Mrs.  Bower's 
room  at  the  time,  testified  to  the  same  declaration,  and 
added,  that  she  had  passed  letters  between  Mrs.  Bower 
and  Mr.  Morton,  the  former  recommending  her  to 
observe  secrecy.  Next  came  Mr.  Crawford,  an  English 
barrister,  who  had  been  intimate  with  Morton,  who 
deposed  that  he  had  received,  two  days  before  the  death 
of  Morton,  a  note  from  that  gentleman,  requesting  him 
to  confer  with  Mr.  Bcvan,  an  Enjlish  barrister,  relative 
to  the  best  means  of  obtaining  a  divorce  for  Mrs.  Bower, 
in  order  that  he  (Morton)  might  afterwards  marry  her. 
AVitness  spoke  to  Mr.  Bevan  on  the  subject,  and  both 
agreed  that,  far  from  encouraging  so  wild  a  scheme, 
everything  ought  to  be  done  to  prevent  its  taking  place, 
and  the  more  so  that  Bower  had  never  expressed  the 
slightest  wish  for  such  a  course.  The  matter  was  in 
that  position  when,  on  the  Friday  night,  Morton's 
death  took  place.  Dr.  Campbell,  an  English  physician, 
deposed,  "  that  on'  the  night  of  October  1,  on  returning 
home,  he  found  a  few  lines  written  in  English,  requesting 
him  to  call  immediately  at  Rue  de  Seze  to  see  Mrs. 
Bower.  He  went  as  directed,  and  found  the  dead  body 
of  a  man  lying  there.  The  Commissary  of  Police  was 
in  the  house.  Witness  was  shown  into  Mrs.  Bower's 
room.  She  had  her  baby  in  her  arms,  and  soon  began 
to  abuse  her  husband,  and  to  praise  Morton.  All  of  a 
sudden  the  lady,  after  having  regarded  witness  stead- 
fastly, appeared  to  find  in  him  a  resemblance  to  some 
one  whom  she  did  not  like,  as  she  suddenly  exclaimed, 
'  It  is  the  devil:  get  thee  behind  me,  Satan.'  Witness 
endeavoured  to  calm  her,  but  she  continued  to  abuse 
him,  and  at  last  rose  up  and  pursued  him  about  the 
room,  while  he  endeavoured  to  soothe  her.  Her  fits  of 
wildness  continued  the  whole  night,  and  it  Was  only 
about  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  that  she  became  calm,  at 
which  hour  witness  went  home."  An  English  nurse, 
who  was  employed  to  attend  Mrs.  Bower  in  her  illness, 
testified  to  having  been  present  when  that  lady  made  the 
declaration  to  her  husband,  that  the  last  born  child  was 
not  his,  but  Morton's,  which  affirmation  led  to  the 
dreadful  catastrophe.  This  witness  gave  her  testimony 
by  means  of  an  interpreter.  Drs.  Berlin  and  Higgins 
then  deposed  as  to  the  state  of  mind  of  Mrs.  Bower, 
showing  that  after  her  confinement  she  had  been  seized 
with  puerperal  fever,  and  was  in  a  state  of  extreme 
mental  excitement.  Dr.  Tardieu  deposed  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  wovind  which  caused  INIorton's  death.  It 
was  further  proved,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Bower,  that  he,  on 
the  night  on  which  Morton  was  killed,  had  called  and 
inquired  for  Dr.  Bertin,  a  physician,  and  appeared 
deeply  grieved  at  hearing  that  he  was  not  at  home. 
Bower  had  left  word  for  the  doctor  to  go  at  once  to  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Bower,  where  he  said  his  aid  was 
required;  andhad  then  departed  in  groat  agitation.  The 
Jury,  after  retiring  for  a  few  minutes,  retui'ned  a 
verdict  o?  Acquittal ;  and  Mr.  Bower  was  set  at  liberty. 

Garotte  Robberies  are  spreading  in  the  provinces. 
Among  other  cases  a  daring  one  occurred  on  Sunday  the 
2nd  inst.  as  early  as  six  in  the  evening,  on  the  Snenton 
road,  about  half  a  mile  from  Nottingham.  A  young  man 
named  Hennett,  a  printer,  was  proceeding  to  the  villaa;c 
church,  when  he  was  forcibly  dragged  into  a  passage  by 
two  ruffians,  one  of  whom  nearly  strangled  him,  whilst 
the  other  unbuttoned  his  clothes  and  took  from  him  his 
watch.  The  robbers  then  succeeded  in  making  their 
escape. 

A  man,  named  Robert  Thornley,  surrendered  himself 
to  the  police  on  the  3d  inst.  at  Staley,  near  Manchester, 
as  having  been  implicated  in  a  Murder  committed  more 
than  five  years  ago.  The  substance  of  his  statement 
was,  that  he  had  an  improper  intimacy  with  the  wife  of 
a  man  named  James  Brooks,  at  Godley,  near  Hyde,  and 
that  he  procured  her  some  arsenic,  at  her  request,  which 
she  administered  to  her  husband  in  some  pudding. 
Brooks  died  suddenly,  and   an  inquest  was  held  on  the 
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body,  and  the  jurj-  decided  that  he  had  died  from  the 
effects  of  a  hurt  in  the  head  which  he  had  received  when 
working  as  a  collier.  On  the  strength  of  this  statement, 
the  woman,  who  married  Thornley  soon  after  the 
murder,  was  arrested.  The  remains  of  Brooks's  body 
were  exhumed,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Alcnck,  a  surgeon  ; 
but  as  he  was  Xinable  to  detect  the  presence  of  poison, 
the  accused  was  discharged.  But  Mr.  Alcock  sub- 
sequently analysed  another  portion  of  the  remains  that 
was  less  decayed,  and  he  then  found  arsenic  in  large 
quantities.  This  discovery  was  communicated  to  Mr. 
Little,  the  high  constable,  who  ordered  the  woman  to 
be  again  apprehended.  Both  the  man  and  woman  have 
been  examined  before  the  magistrates,  and  remanded 
for  further  evidence. 

A  care  of  horrible  Cruelty  to  a  child  was  tried  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court  on  the  5th  inst.  Mary  Ann 
Oldham,  late  a  nurse  in  the  Greenwich  union  workhouse, 
was  charged  with  maltreating  a  child  aged  six  years, 
named  John  Hayward,  an  inmate  of  the  union,  by 
delilierately  burning  his  hand  with  a  red-hot  cinder. 
Elizabeth  Ellis,  one  of  the  nurses,  deposed  that  the 
prisoner  was  head  nurse.  The  little  boy  was  amongst 
the  children  by  the  fire-place,  and  nurse  Oldham  was 
poking  the  fire.  She  took  a  red-hot  coal  from  the  grate, 
put  it  into  the  child's  hand,  and  squeezed  the  h*and  close. 
The  child  did  not  scream  at  the  time,  but  did  after- 
wards. Witness  did  not  learn  that  evening  the  con- 
sequence of  the  act.  The  cinder  was  taken  away,  and 
the  sufferer  placed  by  the  fire-side.  The  child  cried 
much,  but  did  not  say  anything.  The  next  morning  the 
child's  hand  formed  a  white  blister.  Miss  Southern 
deposed  that  she  is  the  infant  schoolmistress.  The 
children  were  all  under  her  care.  She  sat  at  tea  on  the 
following  morning,  when  the  prisoner  confessed  that 
"she  had  committed  a  very  cruel  act."  She  said  the 
cinder  was  on  the  floor,  and  she  had  placed  it  in  the 
hand  of  the  child,  and  admitted  that  it  was  a  hot  cinder. 
The  hand  was  red  then,  but  the  skin  was  not  broken. 
Witness  would  not  have  let  the  matter  rest  if  the  hand 
had  not  healed.  Dr.  Sturton,  surgeon  to  the  union 
house,  said  his  attention  was  not  called  to  the  case  until 
Monday  last,  when  there  was  a  slight  discharge  from 
the  wound.  The  child  was  placed  in  the  infirmary,  and 
had  been  under  his  care  ever  since.  The  hand  of  the 
child  was  contracted.  He  could  not  close  it,  nor  extend 
the  fingers;  and  the  witness  thought  the  child  would 
never  have  the  use  of  its  hand  wholly  again.  In  her 
defence  the  prisoner  expressed  her  sorrow  for  what  had 
occurred,  adding  that  she  never  meant  to  hurt  the  child, 
but  merely  meant  to  make  it  smart  for  a  minute  or  two. 
Her  general  conduct  to  the  children  was  kind,  but  her 
temper  was  passionate.  The  Common  Serjeant,  after 
commenting  upon  the  time  that  elapsed  between  the 
period  of  the  commission  of  the  offence  and  the  prisoner 
being  given  in  charge,  ordered  her  to  be  imprisoned  for 
fourteen  days  in  Newgate. 

A  daving  Bur  1} la  >y  and  iioSJery  of  a  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  jewellery  took  place  in  the  night  of  the  9th  inst. 
on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Thomas  Prince,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Fancy  Repository,  ,38,  Beckford-row,  near  the 
CamberwcU-gate,  Walworth  road.  It  was  effected  with 
singular  ingenuity  and  skill.  It  appears  that,  in  the 
dead  of  night,  the  robbers  commenced  operations  on  a 
spot  about  five  doors  off,  occupied  by  Mr.  Peacock,  a 
builder.  To  this  house  a  forecourt  is  attached ;  and  as 
those  of  the  adjoining  houses  on  either  side  have  shops 
erected  thereon,  it  forms  a  deep  recess.  This  being  only 
separated  from  the  highway  by  a  dwarf  gate,  an  entrance 
as  well  as  concealment  could  be  easily  accomplished. 
Against  the  wall,  towards  Mr.  Prince's  premises,  was  a 
pile  of  planks,  boards,  &e.,  which,  from  tlie  foot-marks, 
appears  to  have  been  the  mode  by  which  the  thieves 
reached  the  flat  roof  of  the  adjoining  shop,  and  from 
tlience  passed  over  four  others  of  a  similar  description, 
and  immediately  contiguous  to  the  windows  of  several 
occupied  sleeping  rooms,  including  that  of  Mr.  Prince. 
Over  the  shop  of  the  latter  is  a  ridge  skylight,  from  the 
gable  end  of  which  two  squares  of  glass  were  dexterously 
abstracted,  and  a  bar  removed.  A  very  large  gimlet 
was  then  screwed  into  part  of  the  skylight  frame,  from 
which  a  rope  was  thrown  down  into  the  shop  beneath, 
into  which  by  such  means  it  would  seem  the  depredators 


descended.  They  broke  open  a  number  of  glass  cases, 
and  emptied  them  of  their  contents — gold  chains,  gold 
and  silver  pencil-cases,  diamond  rings,  brooches,  to  the 
value  of  above  1000^.  With  this  booty,  by  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Prince's  shop  steps,  the  burglars  escaped  through 
the  aperture  they  had  made  in  the  skylight,  though,  from 
the  trepidation  in  which  they  appear  to  have  fled,  they 
must  have  been  disturbed,  as  they  not  only  left  behind 
them  several  valuable  articles  strewed  about  the  shop, 
but  omitted  to  abstract  the  contents  of  a  drawer  close  to 
the  cases,  in  which  were  a  number  of  valuable  gold 
watches,  and  a  considerable  sum  in  gold  and  silver ;  they 
also  left  behind  them  their  dai-k  lantern,  matches,  rope, 
gimlet,  a  chisel,  and  formid.^ble  clasp  knife,  as  well  as 
on  the  roof  an  old  quaint-looking  umbrella,  the  handle 
mounted  with  gold.  As  a  further  proof  of  the  haste  in 
which  the  retreat  was  effected,  one^of  the  thieves,  from 
the  noise  which  was  heard,  and  the  displacement  of  some 
of  the  boards,  must  evidently  have  fallen  down  the  pile 
of  timber  at  Mr.  Peacock's  before  reaching  the  street. 
The  detective  force  have  been  busy,  but  hitherto,  it 
appears,  without  success. 

At  the  Worship  Street  police  court,  on  the  8th,  four 
fashionable-looking  persons,  who  gave  the  names  of 
Henry  Seymour,  John  Simmons,  John  Proctor,  and 
George  Harris,  the  two  first  of  whom  wore  dress  swords 
and  were  attired  in  the  full  uniforms  of  a  captain  and 
lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  were  charged  with  being 
Drunk  and  Riotous  at  the  Grecian  Saloon,  City-road.  It 
appeared  that  during  the  performance  the  preceding 
evening,  the  defendants  suddenly  made  their  appearance 
in  one  of  the  private  boxes,  and  began  conducting 
themselves  in  such  a  disorderly  manner  as  to  attract 
general  attention.  At  first  they  directed  their  oftensive 
remarks  to  the  performers  on  the  stage,  and  then  made 
their  way  to  the  lower  stalls,  where  they  paraded  to  and 
fro,  addressing  insulting  remarks  to  the  audience.  A 
scene  of  great  uproar  ensued,  and  resulted  in  the  forcible 
expulsion  of  the  intruders  and  their  removal  to  the 
station-house.  Distinct  charges  of  assault  were  proved 
against  Simmons,  Seymour,  and  Harris.  The  magistrate 
fined  the  first  two  40s.  and  costs,  or  to  be  committed  for 
seven  days ;  and  Harris,  who  had  been  by  far  the  worst, 
he  fined  in  the  full  penalty  of  51.,  or  two  months'  im- 
prisonment. 

Ravensworth  Castle,  near  Newcastle,  the  seat  of  Lord 
Ravensworth,  has  been  Entered,  at  night,  by  burglars, 
who  carried  off  jewellery  worth  300^.,  with  lOOl.  in  coin 
and  notes.  This  burglary  has  created  a  great  sensation 
in  the  neighbourhood.  There  is  a  large  gang  of  burglars 
infesting  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham  ; 
such  is  the  increase  of  crime  in  Newcastle,  that  there 
are  notices  of  motion  upon  the  books  of  the  town- 
council  for  the  appointment  of  a  stipendiary  police- 
magistrate,  and  a  large  addition  to  the  constabulary 
force  of  the  borough. 

At  the  Mary-le-bone  police  court,  on  the  8th,William 
Clark,  landlord  of  the  Jew's  Harp,  in  Edward-street, 
Hampstead-road,  was  charged  with  having  allowed  in 
his  house  tL  Judge  and  Jury  Club  on  Sunday-evenings. 
A  policeman  stated  that  at  eight  in  the  evening  of 
Sunday,  26th  December,  he  went  in  plain  clothes  to 
defendant's  house,  and  paid  2d.  for  admission  to  a  judge 
and  jury  club,  which  was  held  upstairs.  He  there 
found  about  200  persons,  men,  women,  and  children, 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  room  was  a  raised  platform,  so 
as  to  give  a  good  idea  of  a  court  of  law.  Upon  the  bench 
was  a  person  with  a  big  wig,  who  was  sitting  as  judge, 
and  just  beneath  him  were  three  others  who  were  in 
attendance  as  counsel,  they  had  also  on  wigs  and  gowns. 
When  he  went  in,  a  case  was  going  on  in  which  a  man 
was  charged  with  the  offence  of  stealing  a  goose  from 
the  "  Cow,"  in  Tottenham-court-road,  the  bird  in  ques- 
tion being  in  an  unfit  state  for  human  food.  Numerous 
witnesses  were  examined  in  the  case,  one  of  whom  was 
a  wild  Irishman,  named  O'Connor,  who  flourished  his 
shillelagh  in  a  most  awful  manner;  he  was  the  principal 
witness,  and  had  been  tutored  to  simulate  intoxication  ; 
the  answers  which  he  gave  to  questions  put  to  him  by 
the  learned  judge  and  counsel  elicited  great  applause, 
but  as  he  went  beyond  the  bounds  of  propriety  the  judge 
ordered  him  out.  A  regular  row  then  ensued,  the  judge 
and  counsel  took  off  their  wigs  and  gowns,   and  the 
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utmost  confusion  and  disorder  prevailed.  The  judge 
used  bad  iMiguage  and,  in  fact,  swore  awfully.  Two 
other  policemen  confirmed  this  evidence.  The  magistrate 
considered  that  the  exhibition  itself  was  calculated  to 
bring  the  administration  of  justice  into  contempt,  but 
apart  from  all  considerations  of  that  nature,  the  holding 
of  such  meetings  on  a  Sabbath  evening  was  highly  re- 
prehensible. He  therefore  inflicted  a  fine  of  40«.  and 
costs. 

At  the  Kensington  petty  sessions,  on  the  8th,  Mrs. 
G.  R.  Lowe,  a  lady  residing  at  Victoria-grove,  Ken- 
sington, appeared  to  a  very  novel  information  laid  by 
Mr.  Hanson,  fur  penalties  incurred  under  the  14th  and 
15th  A^ict.,  c.  116,  by  permitting  her  "female  servant 
to  stand  on  t/ie  sill  of  an  upstairs  icindoio,  in  order  to 
clean  it,  whereby  the  life  of  the  servant  was  endangered 
and  the  public  decency  shocked."  Mr.  Hanson  said  he 
did  not  come  forward  as  a  common  informer,  but  he 
was  d_esirous  of  stopping  the  dangerous  and  indelicate 
practice  of  allowing  female  servants  to  clean  windows. 
The  penalty  directed  by  the  act  for  such  an  offence  was 
40*.  Mrs.  Lowe  said  she  was  not  aware  she  had  done 
wrong.  The  chairman  said  the  defendant  had  un- 
doubtedly done  wrong.  In  this  case,  however,  a  formal 
inaccuracy  had  been  made  in  the  date  of  the  summons, 
which  was  fatal  to  the  charge,  otherwise  he  should  have 
inflicted  the  penalty.  He  hoped  this  would  act  as  a 
caution  to  the  public  in  future. 

Henry  Horler,  the  man  who  Mtirdered  his  wife  while 
exasperated  at  her  threatened  removal  from  him  by  her 
motber,  was  hanged  at  Newgate  on  the  10th  inst.  Some 
circumstances  attach  more  than  usual  interest  to  this 
case.  Horler  had  strong  hopes  of  a  commutation  of  his 
sentence.  About  ten  days  before  that  appointed  for  his 
death,  the  sheriffs,  accompanied  by  the  ordinary  of 
Newgate,  waited  upon  Lord  Palmerston  at  the  Home 
Office,  for  the  purpose  of  begging  the  royal  clemency  to 
the  case.  They  had  been  urged  to  this  by  the  prisoner, 
wh.0  dictated  a  petition.  The  sheriffs  dwelt  particularly 
upon  the  fact  of  mercy  having  been  extended  in  several 
similar  cases.  Lord  Palmerston  listened  attentively  to 
the  application  and  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  sheriffs 
had  only  done  their  duty  in  laying  before  him  certain 
facts  that  had  not  transpired  at  the  trial ;  but  he  added, 
that,  after  conferring  with  the  judge  who  tried  the  pri- 
soner, he  saw  no  reason  to  recommend  the  exercise  of 
the  Queen's  prerogative  ;  in  fact,  he  was  not  sure  that 
the  frequency  of  crimes  similar  to  the  prisoner's  had  not 
arisen  from  ttie  clemency  referred  to.  Horler  still  hoped. 
But  eventually  he  prepared  for  the  worst.  In  the 
course  of  a  conversation  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  on 
Saturday,  he  is  said  to  have  made  a  remarkable  admis- 
sion. "After  expressing  the  great  fear  he  had  of  under- 
going the  actual  pain  of  a  violent  death,  he  stated  that 
he  did  not  think  his  crime  would  have  cost  him  his  life 
— that  he  expected  he  should  have  been  imprisoned  for 
life  or  transported  ;  but  that,  if  he  had  looked  forward 
to  the  punishment  of  death  as  a  probable  contingency, 
he  should  not  have  committed  the  crime." 

Barbour,  who  was  convicted  oi  Bhtrdej-ing  Robinson, 
at  Sheffield,  was  to  have  been  hanged  on  the  8th ;  but 
he  was  respited  for  a  week,  in  order  that  he  might,  if 
possible,  substantiate  statements  which  he  had  made 
about  the  crime,  in  which  he  pretended  that  his  friend 
M'Cormack  was  the  real  murderer.  The  Home  Secre- 
tary directed  the  Sheffield  magistrates  to  investigate  the 
case.  The  effect  of  the  examination  was  only  to 
strengthen  the  proof  of  the  murderer's  guilt ;  and  the 
result  was  that  he  was  executed  on  the  15th. 

An  agrarian  Murder  has  been  perpetrated  at  Crowl  in 
Tipperary.  Hugh  Cauley,  bailiff  to  the  Misses  Crawford, 
was  reading  a  letter  at  night  in  the  kitchen  at  his 
employers'  house,  a  boy  holding  a  candle  to  him,  when 
a  gun  was  fired  through  a  window  :  a  ball  passed  through 
Cauley's  body  and  then  lodged  in  the  boy's  thigh.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  murder  was  the  deed  of  one  of  a  gang 
who  came  up  to  the  window ;  the  motive,  ill-will  for 
some  persons  having  been  evicted  from  the  Crawford 
estate.  Government  has  offered  a  reward  of  lOOZ.  for  the 
detection  of  the  assassin. 

A  singular  I'rjc/i;  has  been  played  by  the  hutlerof  Mr. 
Hudson,  of  Frogmore,  in  Hertfordshire.  The  man  had 
been  threatene<l  with  dismissal;  and  tliought  he  could 


regain  his  master's  favour  by  the  exhibition  of  valour  in 
defending  his  property.  The  family  were  roused  in  the 
night  by  the  report  of  a  pistol-shot.  Appearances  at 
first  denoted  that  rolibers  had  visited  the  place;  the 
butler  was  found  lying  partly  in  an  adjacent  river, 
apparently  insensible.  When  he  had  somewhat  reco- 
vered, he  said  he  had  disturbed  three  robbers  who  were 
on  the  premises.  He  had  had  aii  encounter  with  them. 
They  fired,  and  he  fired;  then  they  beat  him,  and  thrust 
him  into  the  mud  on  the  river-bank.  His  watch  was 
smashed,  his  coat  torn  to  ribands ;  there  was  a  hole  in 
his  straw  hat,  caused  by  a  bullet.  But  a  number  of 
circumstances  were  observed  which  led  to  a  suspicion 
that  there  had  been  no  robbers  there  at  all;  and  even- 
tually the  butler  confessed  to  the  police  that  he  had 
concocted  the  whole  affair.  In  reward  for  all  this 
trouble,  Mr.  Hudson  dismissed  his  too  clever  and  valiant 
servant. 

The  convict  Kincan,  whose  capital  sentence  was 
commuted  to  transportation  for  life,  has  been  sent  fro)n 
Dublin  to  Cork,  along  with  a  number  of  other  convicts, 
and  conveyed  to  Spike  Island  Convict  Depot.  In  the 
removal  of  Kirwan  an  exception  was  made  from  the 
usual  practice  with  convicts,  as  he  was  allowed  to  retain 
his  ordinary  attire,  and  was  not  manacled.  He  was 
dressed  in  a  fashionable  suit  of  black,  with  deep  crape 
on  his  hat.  A  further  special  favour  was  accorded  to 
him,  he  having  been  accompanied  by  two  of  the  metro- 
politan police,  and  was  associated  with  free  passengers 
jn  the  train.  On  his  arrival  being  made  known  at  the 
Cork  terminus  the  place  was  immediately  crowded  with 
spectators ;  but  he  was  hurried  into  a  covered  vehicle, 
which  drove  quickly  off  to  the  steamer,  where  he  at  once 
secreted  himself  in  the  second  cabin,  retiring  in  a  corner  '. 
to  sci-een  himself  from  observation.  He  appeared  in' 
excellent  health  and  spirits.  An  investigation  has  taken  •, 
place  respecting  a  previous  murder  which  he  was 
suspected  of  having  committed,  but  it  has  led  to  no  j 
result. 

A  commission  dc  hinatico  inquireiHlo,  touching  the 
state  of  mind  of  the  Earl  of  Eldon,  was  held   on  the 
15th  ult.,  at  Shirley-park,  near  Croydon,  his  lordship's 
residence.     From  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  up  to 
June,  1851,  Lord  Eldon  had  performed  all  the  duties  of 
his  station  in  tlie  most  satisfactory  manner  ;  but  in  that   , 
year,  it  is  thought  from  close  study,  his  health  gave 
way;  on  the  4th  of  June,  1851,  it  became  necessary  to  ■; 
call  in  Dr.  Sutherland,  and  from  that  time  Lord  Eldon    : 
had  been  incapable  of  managing  his  own  aflliirs.     'The 
characteristic  description  of  the   unsoundness  of  mind 
was,  not  prevalent  delusions,  but  a  partial  dementia, 
exhibited   in  great   incoherence  of  conversation,  occa- 
sional evanescent  delusions,  and  considerable  excitement. 
The  death  of  Lady  Eldon,  in  November  last,  rendered  ; 
the  present  inquiry  imperative,  as  up  to  the  time  of  her  ; 
death  she  had  managed  the  property  of  her  husband,  •. 
and  had  also  managed  him  with  great  affection  and  tact.  . 
The  evidence  of  Dr.  Sutherland,  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow, 
and  Dr.  Tyler   Smith   conclusively  proved  that  Lord 
Eldon  was  "of  unsound  mind.     A  deputation  from  the 
jury   visited    him,    and    no    doubt   remained   on    their 
minds  as  to  his  unfortunate  condition.   They  returned  a 
verdict  accordingly. 

At  Burnham  Petty  Sessions,  on  the  17th,  John 
Pickett,  landlord  of  the  Plough  Inn  at  Oxford,  was 
charged,  on  behalf  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals,  with  cruelly  lU-treating  and  Over- 
driving a  Pony.  Pickett  undertook,  for  a  considerable 
wager,  to  drive  a  pony  in  a  cart  from  Oxford  to  London 
and  back,  a  distance  of  110  miles,  within  twenty  hours. 
The  task  was  performed  by  means  of  great  cruelty. 
Several  persons  deposed  to  the  state  of  the  poor  little 
animal  on  the  return  journey:  its  body  was  wealed, 
apparently  by  blows  from  a  whip  and  a  thick  stick  ;  it 
could  only  be  made  to  go  at  all  by  severe  beating  when 
leaving  a  stopping-place;  it  looked  "dead  beat";  and 
finally,  the  last  stages  were  performed  by  a  horse  and 
cart  having  been  attached  to  the  pony  and  cart,  which 
were  thus  dragged  into  Oxford.  Several  witnesses  for 
the  defence  saw  no  cruelty  exercised,  and  declared  that 
the  pony  was  not  more  distressed  after  its  long  labour 
than  if  it  had  been  trotting  thirty  miles— in  fact,  it  was 
quite  "  fresh."     One  of  these  witnesses  was  not  able  to 
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say  whether  a  butcher's  cart  drasged  the  pony  into 
Oxford — it  was  so  dark  he  could  not  distinctly  see  if  the 
cart  were  attached,  and  so  on.  Pickett's  counsel 
besought  that  if  the  decision  of  the  Bench  were  against 
his  client  he  might  not  be  sent  to  prison — that  would 
be  his  ruin.  The  magistrates  pronounced  the  accused 
guilty,  and  fined  him  iOs.,  with  II.  13s.  costs— which 
was  paid  immediately,  of  course. 

At  the  Snuthwark  police-office,  on  the  20th,  three 
boys,  named  James  Cooper,  lleuben  Shaw,  and  John 
Cook,  the  eldest  eleven  and  the  youngest  eight  years  of 
age,  were  charged  with  SUaling  several  iron  articles 
from  Mr.  Smith's  timber-yard,  in  the  Commercial-road, 
Lambeth  ;  and  Mary  Lambert,  a  corpulent,  well-dressed 
woman,  was  charged  with  Receiving  them,  knowing 
them  to  have  been  stolen.  The  magistrate  committed 
the  boys  for  three  days  each  and  to  be  well  whipped  in 
gaol,  and  said  he  should  afterwards  require  one  of  them 
to  appear  as  a  witness  on  the  trial  of  the  woman 
Lambert,  to  prove  the  fact  of  her  having  purchased  the 
stolen  articles  from  him  and  his  companions. 

The  reverend  Dr.  Rice,  Head  Master  of  Christ's 
Hospital,  has  committed  Suicide  under  a  visitation  of 
morbid  despondency.  On  Thursday  morning,  the  20th 
inst.,  he  was  found  suspended  to  his  bedstead  by  a 
handkerchief,  quite  dead.  He  had  taken  advantage  of 
a  brief  interval,  during  which  he  had  been  left  alone  ; 
Mrs.  Rice  having  gone  down  stairs  while  he  still  slept. 
Dr.  Rice  was  in  his  fifty-seventh  year.  He  had  a  severe 
fever  two  years  since,  and  a  nervous  fever  in  May  or 
June  last :  after  the  latter  he  was  no  longer  the  same 
man,  and  during  the  last  three  months  his  mind  was 
evidently  affected.  The  surgeon  of  Christ's  Hospital 
directed  that  the  family  should  wa'ch  him  closely  ;  and 
this  was  ordinarily  done.  In  accordance  with  the  advice 
of  the  medical  men,  Dr.  Rice  had  recently  resigned  the 
Head  Mastership.  It  was  the  fever  alone  that  had 
overturned  his  reason :  his  pecuniai-y  aifairs  were  in  a 
very  satisfactory  state.  Last  Monday  he  asked  his  wife 
if  she  thought  he  was  "  out  of  his  mind";  to  which  she 
replied,  "  Oh,  certainly  not."  He  had  latterly  been  very 
low-spirited.  Mrs.  Rice  was  the  first  to  discover  the 
shocking  fact  of  her  husband's  suicide.  The  jury  of 
course  returned  a  verdict  of  "Temporary  insanity." 
Dr.  Rice  was  connected  with  many  of  the  public  insti- 
tutions (if  the  metropolis. 

At  the  Warwick  Assizes,  last  summer,  the  Court  was 
occupied  with  an  action  brought  by  Constant  Derra  de 
Moroda  against  Mr.  George  Dawson  and  other  gentlemen 
of  Birmingham,  for  having  maliciously  and  falsely 
charged  him  with  Obtaininr/  Money  under  False 
Pretences.  Constant  Derra  was  the  acting  secretary  of  the 
so-called  Baroness  von  Beck,  and  was  arrested  with  her 
at  Birmingham.  The  Baroness  died  in  the  police-court ; 
and  there,  as  far  as  she  was  concerned,  the  matter 
ended :  Derra  was  discharged  from  custody,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  inculpate  him  in 
the  alleged  fraud.  Hence  the  action  for  damages.  At 
the  Warwick  Assizes,  Baron  Alderson  decided  that 
there  was  no  case  for  the  Jury,  as  the  warrant  con- 
necting the  arrest  with  the  defendants  was  not  produced ; 
and  the  trial  ended  in  the  nonsuit  of  Derra ;  a  result 
unsatisfactory  to  both  parties.  In  the  Michaelmas  term, 
a  rule  was  granted  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to 
show  cause  why  the  nonsuit  should  not  be  set  aside  and 
a  new  trial  granted.  The  case  has  now  been  heard 
before  Lord  Campbell,  who  has  decided  that  the  rule  for 
a  new  trial  should  be  made  absolute,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  some  evidence  to  go  to  a  .jury  against  the 
defendants.  There  was  evidence  that  the  charge 
of  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences  had  been 
made ;  and  as  it  had  been  made  by  somebody,  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  or  not  it  had  been  made  by  the 
defendants. 

A  disturbance  took  place  in  Ashton-under-Lyne  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  inst.,  in  consequence  of  about 
500  rough-looking  fellows  having  entered  the  town  for 
the  purpose  of  Intimidatinf/  some  Workmen  employed 
as  brickmakers,  who  are  not  members  of  the  Trades- 
Union  of  Brickmakers.  They  came  from  Manchester. 
On  their  approach  having  been  made  known  to  the 
authorities  of  Ashton,  they  were  met  at  the  railway 
station   by   Mr.   Metcalfe   the    mayor,   and    the    high 


constable.  The  mayor  addressed  them,  explaining  that 
their  object  was  illegal  if  intended  tn  excite  fear  or  to 
intimidate  other  workmen,  and  he  advised  them  not  to 
walk  in  procession,  but  quietly  disperse.  The  advice 
was  disregarded,  and  having  formed  two-a-breast  they 
marched  to  the  brickoroft  of  Mr.  W.  Conley,  at  Ashton, 
where  twelve  men  were  working  who  did  not  belong  to 
the  trades'  union.  Two  of  these  men  were  so  alarmed 
that  they  left  their  work,  and  the  mob  of  intimidators 
then  went  to  the  Ashton  Theatre,  which  had  been 
engaged  for  a  meeting,  and  having  held  what  they 
termed  a  demonstration  they  separated.  Three  com- 
panies of  the  4th  Regiment  of  Infantry  had  been  called 
out  of  barracks  and  placed  in  the  Town-hall,  but  there 
was  no  call  for  their  further  services. 

An  Inquest  on  the  Body  of  a  New-bom  Child  found 
in  a  garden  in  Agar-town,  St.  Pancras,  held  on  the  21st 
inst.,  gave  occasion  to  some  observations  by  the  coroner, 
Mr.  Wakley,  on  cases  of  this  kind.  The  body  had  been 
brought  to  the  St.  Pancras  Infirmary,  and  the  surgeon 
who  examined  it  said  that  the  child  must  have  been 
born  alive,  and  that  death  must  have  been  caused  by 
want  of  proper  attention  at  the  birth,  whether  wilfully 
or  not  there  was  no  evidence  to  show.  The  Coroner : 
If  the  child  was  born  alive,  as  appears  from  the  evidence, 
and  died  for  want  of  attention,  it  was  as  much  a  murder 
as  if  the  throat  was  cut.  If  the  jury  were  convinced  that 
the  proper  attention  was  withheld,  it  was  their  duty  to 
return  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder.  Under  the  circum- 
stances this  was  the  proper  course  to  adopt;  if  at  any 
future  time  the  mother  should  be  forthcoming,  it  would 
be  for  her  to  prove  that  proper  attention  was  not 
wilfully  withheld.  The  jury  would  run  no  risk  in 
coming  to  this  decision.  In  the  event  of  the  mother 
being  sent  to  the  Old  Bailey,  it  was  exceedingly  doubtful 
if  she  woxdd  be  convicted.  It  seldom  happened  that 
persons  were  convicted  of  child  murder.  He  (the 
coroner)  remembered  one  case,  where  a  child's  throat 
was  cut  from  ear  to  ear ;  but  the  magistrate  refused  to 
convict,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  proof  that  it 
had  not  been  done  after  death.  The  present  case  was 
an  illustration  of  the  utility  of  foundling  hospitals.  The 
establishment  of  such  an  institution  would,  in  his  (the 
coroner's)  opinion,  be  the  means  of  preventing  400 
murders  annually.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
"  Wilful  Murder  against  some  person  or  persons 
unknown." 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court,  on  the  21st,  a  man 
assuming  the  name  of  the  Rev.'  J.  Bloomfield,  with 
numerous  aliases,  was  remanded  on  various  charges  of 
Swindliny.  Some  cui-ious  circumstances  of  this  man's 
biography,  have  transpired.  The  Rev.  J.  Bloomfield, 
alias  Mr.  Bradley,  alias  Roberts,  alias  Case,  alias 
Bradford,  alias  James  Watson,  alias  Humphreys,  or 
Humphreyson,  alias  Collingwood,  alias  the  Rev.  J. 
Kendall,  alias  the  Rev.  J.  Kenny,  alias  Sinclair,  alias 
Kendall,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1S49,  lived  at  Lyston, 
near  Grantham,  and  continued  his  fraudulent  attempts 
to  obtain  goods  of  tradesmen  under  the  name  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Bloomfield,  by  sending  written  orders  ;  his  wife 
sent  orders  in  the  name  of  Bradley.  On  December  the 
14th,  ho  was  at  Allen's-street,  Newland,  Northampton- 
shire, where  he  took  the  name  of  Roberts  and  Case.  He 
then  went,  on  the  9th  of  May,  ISoO,  to  Wareham,  near 
Stoke  Ferry,  Norfolk,  where,  under  the  name  of 
R.  Bradford,  he  carried  on  his  old  practices.  He  was 
next  traced,  on  the  9th  April,  1851,  to  4,  King-street, 
Broadway,  Deptford,  at  which  place  Mrs.  IJradley 
represented  herself  as  keeping  a  ladies'  seminary.  He 
loft  there  on  the  10th  July,  and  went  to  4,  Edge-terrace, 
Kensington  Gravel  Pits,  when  he  continued  sending 
orders  for  seeds  under  the  name  of  James  Wilson.  His 
next  place  of  resort  was  9,  Hill's-terrace,  Chatham, 
where  he  described  himself  as  a  surveyor,  under  the 
name  of  Humphreyson.  On  September  17,  also  at  63, 
Ilarrow-road,  Paddington.  He  left  there,  and  on  Octo- 
ber lo  went  to  Chapel-sti-eet,  Blue  Tower,  Sheerness, 
where,  under  the  name  of  Collingwood,  he  ordered  a 
telescope  and  a  few  dissolving  views.  On  the  31st,  he 
wrote  an  order  for  goods  to  be  forwarded  without  delay, 
and  promised  a  post-office  order  on  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. He  was  on  Nov.  8,  committed  for  trial  for 
fraud  by  Mr.  Alderman   Wilson,   from  the  Mansion- 
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house,  and  was  in  December  sentenced  to  six  months' 
imprisonment  and  hard  labour,  which  expired  on  the 
26th  of  May,  1852  ;  and  on  the  16th  of  August,  18o2,  he 
lived  at  No.  67,  Tower-street,  Westminster-road,  and 
wanted  to  know  the  prices  of  tool  chests  and  garden- 
chairs. 

An  action  tried  in  the  Court  of  Excheqxier,  on  the 
21st  inst.,  Debacker  v.  Bellevue,  arose  out  of  singular 
circumstances.  Both  the  pluintiff  and  defendant  were 
Frenchmen,  and  the  action  was  brought  for  a  sum  of 
2Sl.  odd,  consisting  of  12^.  or  13^.  money  lent;  ol.  lOs., 
the  price  of  a  cloak  or  "  talma ;"  1.5s.,  the  price  of  some 
pocket-handkerchiefs;  \l.  Is.,  the  price  of  a  hat:  and 
some  other  items — alleged  to  be  due  by  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  it  appears  had  the  defendant  arrested  on 
the  18th  of  December,  on  the  plea  that  he  was  about  to 
leave  the  country.  The  defendant  was  liberated  from 
prison  by  a  judge's  order  on  the  24th,  but  in  the  mean- 
time he  found  that  a  lady  who  had  lived  with  him  for 
six  years,  and  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  had,  with 
the  children,  left  his  house  and  gone  to  reside  elsewhere. 
The  only  witness  of  importance  were  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  themselves.  The  plaintiff,  who  is  a  tailor, 
residing  in  Regent-street,  having  proved  the  particulars 
of  his  demand,  said  that  he  had  the  defendant  arrested 
because  he  had  heard  that  he  was  going  to  leave  the 
country.  On  cross-examination  he  admitted  that  he 
visited  Madame  Eellevue  three  or  four  times  a  week 
since  she  left  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he  had  been  at  her 
new  place  of  abode  last  night,  but  denied  any  criminal 
intercourse  with  her.  He  was  a  married  man,  but  his 
wife  resided  in  France  for  the  last  14  or  15  months.  It 
was  pleaded  for  the  defendant,  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  231.  was  a  fictitious  demand,  got  up  to  enable  the 
plaintiff  to  arrest  and  imprison  the  defendant,  that  he 
might  the  more  easily  accomplish  the  seduction  of  the 
lady,  who  was  living  with  the  defendant  as  his  wife 
whilst  he  was  in  prison.  Madame  Bellevue  was,  it 
seemed,  highly  descended,  and  not  without  accomplish- 
ments, and  it  was  to  remove  her  from  the  defendant,  by 
whom  she  had  two  children,  that  Debacker  had  concocted 
this  claim  of  23/.  The  defendant  gave  the  following 
evidence,  his  excited  manner  producing  a  considerable 
sensation  in  the  court; — I  have  known  the  plaintifi' since 
June  last.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  a  friend  from 
Paris,  named  Maubert.  I  am  a  literary  man,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Dramatic  Authors.  I  lived 
with  the  lady  for  six  years,  and  had  two  charming 
children  by  her.  Maubert  lived  in  Debacker's  house, 
and  when  I  visited  Maubert  he  saw  the  lady  there.  I 
recollect  the  14th  of  November.  The  plaintiff  brought 
down  a  "  talma  "  from  his  "  magasin,"  and  said,  here  is 
a  cloak  which  my  workmen  have  spoiled  by  putting  the 
back  of  it  in  the  front.  He  put  it  on  the  lady.  I  looked 
surprised.  The  plaiutifT  then  said  that  if  the  lady  would 
accept  of  it,  he  should  feel  very  happy.  The  lady  said, 
"  Oh  !  no,  sir."  He  then  put  the  "  talma  "  on  the  back 
of  a  chair.  About  a  week  after  I  went  again  to  the 
plaintifi"s,  who  said  that  he  had  got  the  cloak  settled, 
and  wished  to  give  it  to  the  lady.  I  said  to  "  ma  femme,'' 
"It  seems  to  please  you  my  dear,  and  I  will  take  it  and 
pay  for  it  when  I  have  the  money.  "  The  plaintiff 
seemed  satisfied.  Nothing  was  said  about  the  price. 
It  was  not  worth  more  than  30s.  I  recollect  something 
about  a  hat.  Here  is  the  article.  (The  witness  in  an 
excited  manner  handed  it  to  the  jury,  saying,  "  Sixpence ! 
sixpence  only!  ")  My  own  hat  was  crushed  coming  out 
of  the  cabin  of  one  of  the  penny  steamers.  I  said  to  the 
plaintiff  it  is  unpleasant  that  my  hat  should  be  in  this 
condition.  I  have  no  money  at  present  to  buy  one. 
The  plaintiff  said  he  had  some  hats  upstairs  and  he 
brought  down  two  old  ones.  He  gave  me  one  which  I 
wore  for  six  weeks.  I  then  bought  a  new  one,  and  the 
hatter  allowed  me  sixpence  for  the  one  Debacker  gave 
me.  I  recollect  the  plaintiff' bringing  12  pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs to  my  "  femme,"  who  embroiders  like  an  angel. 
He  asked  her  to  embroider  half  a  dozen,  and  to  put  his 
initials  on  them,  and  only  to  hem  the  other  six.  When 
they  wei-e  finished,  Debacker  said  to  the  lady,  "  I  will 
not  offer  you  money,  but  I  pray  you  to  retain  the  six 
unembroidered  handkerchiefs  for  your  trouble."  I  saw 
no  objection  to  that,  because  I  thought  her  labour  was 
worth  more.    I  received  a  bill  from  Pai-is  for  15^.  19s.  7d. ; 


it  was  payable  at  three  days'  sight  on  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, at  the  banking-house  of  Messrs.  Monteaux  and 
Co.  I  received  the  bill  on  the  r2th  of  October,  and  on 
the  18th  I  gave  it  to  Debacker,  with  my  name  endorsed 
upon  it.  I  gave  it  to  him  to  get  cashed,  because  he  said 
he  was  going  every  day  to  the  City.  I  saw  him  the  day 
on  which  the  bill  was  paid.  He  said  he  had  not  received 
the  amount,  but  he  offered  to  advance  me  money  on  it. 
The  bill  was  paid,  as  I  afterwards  knew,  on  the  1st  of 
November.  He  advanced  me  the  money  in  small 
amounts,  on  several  occasions.  He  paid  me  3Z.  14s. 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  bill.  That  is  all  the  money 
he  advanced  to  me.  I  was  arrested  on  the  18th  of 
December,  in  Rathbone-place,  about  7  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  It  was  on  a  Saturday.  I  was  taken  to  prison 
after  violence  had  been  used  towards  me,  at  the 
prompting  of  the  plaintiff,  who  was  by.  I  left  prison 
on  Christmas-eve,  and  found  my  wife  and  children  gone. 
I  was  not  guilty  of  any  violence  towards  her.  I  have 
had  "  scenes  de  jalousie  "  with  her  three  or  four  times 
about  the  plaintiff'.  I  could  not  use  violence  towards 
her,  for  I  adored  her  as  a  saint. — On  his  cross  exami- 
nation the  defendant  said  ; — I  have  been  a  married  man. 
I  separated  from  my  first  wife  in  1846.  I  lived  with 
her  in  a  fraternal  way.  I  married  her  in  1838.  I  had 
not  lived  with  her  for  a  long  time  before  I  left  France. 
She  never  had  any  children.  I  met  the  present  young 
lady  at  the  house  of  her  relatives — it  was  not  with  the 
consent  of  her  parents  that  she  first  lived  with  me.  She 
was  then  23  years  of  age.  Eighteen  months  after  I  was 
reconciled  with  her  parents.  I  was  then  41  years.  Her 
parents  were  very  honourable  people.  She  lived  with 
me  since  that  period  up  to  the  18th  December,  and  she 
was  the  most  admirable  of  women.  Her  father  was  a 
public  functionary.  It  was  a  perpetual  honeymoon  be- 
tween us  till  I  met  the  plaintiff.  I  never  threatened  her 
with  violence  if  she  left  me  to  return  to  her  parents. 
On  the  contrary,  she  followed  me  from  France  when  I 
was  proscribed  by  Napoleon,  the  tyrant  of  France. 
Baron  Piatt,  in  summing  up  took  notice  of  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  plaintiff  had  the  defendant  arrested 
late  on  Saturday  night,  when  he  could  not  probably 
take  any  steps  towards  his  liberation,  till  the  following 
Monday.  And  when,  after  six  days  of  imprisonment, 
he  came  to  his  home,  he  found  that  his  doors  were  sealed 
up,  his  wife  and  children  gone  and  living  at  a  place 
where  the  plaintiff'  admitted  that  he  visited  four  or  five 
times  a  week.  It  was  also  very  strange  that  the  plaintiff 
had  not  said  one  word  about  the  bill  for  15^.  These 
points  struck  the  jury  perhaps  as  they  struck  him,  but 
as  he  said  the  evidence  was  conflicting,  and  it  was  for 
them  to  decide.  The  jury  at  once  found  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant.  The  Judge — Then  I  suppose,  gentlemen, 
you  consider  that  the  •' talma"  was  a  present.  The  Jury 
— Just  so.  The  Judge — For  value  received,  I  suppose. 
A  great  sensation  has  been  excited  by  the  discovery  of 
Extensive  Forgeries  cozamitted  by  a  merchant  in  the  city 
of  much  apparent  respectability.  Mr.  R.  F.  Pries  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and 
had  numerous  transactions  with  many  of  the  first 
houses  on  the  continent.  He  is  said  to  have  derived  an 
income  of  2,000^.  yearly  from  the  agency  of  two  firms  in 
Paris.  His  offices  were  in  Crosby-hall  chambers,  and 
his  private  residence  at  Grove-place,  Brixton.  Since 
his  establishment  in  London  he  married  an  English 
lady,  by  whom  he  has  two  children.  His  transactions 
were  chiefly  in  corn,  and  his  account  at  Sapte  and  Co.'s, 
Lombard-street,  bankers,  show  that  since  the  1st  of 
January  of  the  present  year  he  had  issued  cheques  to 
the  amount  of  66,974^.  Of  late  some  dealings  in  corn  in 
which  he  acted  excited  a  good  deal  of  observation  in 
Mark-lane.  Ho  commenced  a  series  of  shipments  of 
grain  from  Hamburgli  and  other  places  on  the  continent 
to  England,  and  disposed  of  them  at  rates  from  Is.  to 
2s.  per  quarter  less  than  the  current  price  of  the 
Exchange.  During  the  extraordinary  operations  Mr. 
Pries  obtained  large  advances  from  foreign  bankers  in 
the  city,  upon  several  consignments  of  corn,  averaging 
from  10,000/.  to  20,000/.  The  obligations  were  often 
renewed,  the  security  in  all  cases  being  the  warrant 
documents,  bills  of  lading,  &c.,  presumed  of  course  to 
be  genuine.  These  transactions  went  on  up  to  the  last 
week  of  his  continuing  business,  when  some  suspicion 
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was  excited  by  Mr.  Pries  failing  to  complete  the  terms 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  bankers  who  had 
favoured  his  advances.     The  house  of  Messrs.  Holford 
and   Co.,  foreign  bankers,  on   the  1st  inst.,  advanced 
18,000^.   on   warrants,   to    be   repaid   on   the  following 
Monday,  and  the  house  of  Messrs.  Monteaux  and  Co. 
granted   9,000^.    on   similar   securities   and   conditions. 
Failing  in  his  payments,  the  firms  pressed  him,  and  he 
succeeded  in  putting  them  off  from  day  to  day,  until 
proceedings  were  at  length   threatened.     However,  on 
Saturday  week  the  clerks  of  those  houses  called  upon 
him   at   his   offices,  when   he  handed  cheques  for  the 
amounts  demanded.    He  gave  two  to  the  representative 
of  Messrs.  Holford^one  for  5,000^.,  payable  on  that  day 
(Saturday),  .and  the  other  for  14,000^.,  which  included 
interest — and  to  that  of  Messrs.  Monteaux  a  cheque  also 
payable  on  that  day.     The  clerk  of  Messrs.  Monteaux 
noticed    some    peculiarity   in   Pries'    behaviour   which 
aroused   his   suspicions.      He   communicated    his   mis- 
givings to  tlie  principals  of  the  house,  who  at  once  put 
themselves  in  communication  with  his  bankers.     The 
bank  had  closed  for  the  day,  but  they  ascertained  that 
the  cheque  would  not  be  cashed.     Inquiries  were  then 
instituted  as  to  the  bona  Jicle  value  of  the  documents 
upon  which   the   advances   had   been  obtained,  which 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  one  being  forged.     While 
this  investigation  was  going  on,  one  of  the  clerks  was 
despatched  to  Pries'  private  residence  at  Brixton,  with 
a  view  of  seeing  him.     The  clerk  saw  Mrs.  Pries,  who 
showed  him  a  letter  in  her  husl»and's  handwriting.     It 
contained  these  words :  "  My  dearest,  dearest  Matilda, — 
When  you  get  over  the  first  shock  you  will  be  better 

without  me.     Teach  little not  to  hate  the  name  of 

his  wretched  father.  Oh,  God  !  by  what  a  chain  of 
circumstances  I  have  been  led  to  this!"  The  next 
sentence  was,  "  I  am  an  impostor,  a  swindler,  and  a 
forger.  I  shall  take  the  quickest  means  of  putting  an 
end  to  my  existence."  The  clerk  hastened  back  to"  his 
employers,  who,  not  crediting  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
proceeded  to  the  City  Police  Commissioner's  office,  in 
the  Old  Jewry,  and  instructed  Mr.  Hodgson,  the  sviper- 
intendent,  to  take  active  steps  to  apprehend  Mr.  Pries 
on  a  charge  of  forgery;  at  the  same  time  oflTering  a 
thousand  guineas  reward  for  his  capture.  It  was 
efl'ected  just  as  the  prisoner  was  about  to  start  by  the 
train  for  Newcastle,  in  which  he  had  already  taken  his 
seat.  When  brought  to  the  police  station  he  was 
confronted  with  the  principals  of  Messrs.  Monteaux, 
who  preferred  the  charge  on  which  he  was  detained  and 
locked  up.  In  the  interval  it  had  been  ascertained  that 
both  the  cheques  given  to  Messrs.  Holibrd — to  the 
amount  of  19,000^.,  18,000^.  being  the  amount  advanced, 
and  1,000^.  for  interest — had  been  returned,  Pries  not 
having  more  than  50/.  at  his  banker's.  On  his  appre- 
hension being  made  known,  much  excitement  prevailed 
in  the  city,  which  in  a  few  hours  was  increased  by  the 
announcement  of  the  stoppage  occasioned  by  the  dis- 
covery of  the  hoiise  of  Messrs.  Coleman  and  Stolterfoht 
by  false  bills  of  lading  and  granary  warrants.  Mr.  Pries 
has  been  brought  up  at  the  Mansion-house  for  exami- 
nation ;  and  evidence  was  brought  forward  of  other 
cases  in  which  he  had  obtained  money  to  the  amount  of 
50,000/.     He  has  been  committed  for  trial. 

Some  time  ago  a  rule  for  a  new  trial  was  obtained  in 
the  cause  of  Achilli  versus  Newman,  on  the  ground  that 
tlie  verdict  was  contrary  to  the  weight  of  the  evidence. 
The  question  has  been  argued  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  at  great  length,  but  judgment  has  not  yet  been 
given. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

The  St.  George,  an  American  emigrant  ship,  was 
Lost  on  the  2-tth  of  December,  on  her  passage  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York.  The  St.  George  left  Liverpool 
on  the  24th  November,  with  127  passengers,  chiefly 
Irish,  and  a  crew  of  25.  On  the  above  day,  a  fire  broke 
cut  in  the  hold,  which  it  was  found  impossible  to  quench. 
Seven  or  eight  persons  were  suffocated  by  smoke.  Tlie 
Orlando,  Captain  White  happened  to  be  near;  but  she 
had   lost   her  sails   and   boats  in  a  violent  gale.     'Jho 


St.  George  had  two  boats ;  but  the  first  was  knocked 
to  pieces  in  approaching  the  Orlando,  as  the  sea  was 
very  rough.  'There  was  now  but  one  boat  to  save  150 
people,  and  this  boat  would  only  hold  4  or  5  at  a 
time.  The  flames  gained  ground,  and  the  wind  blew 
furiously.  The  tmly  way  for  the  people  to  get  into  the 
boat  was  by  leaping  into  the  sea,  from  which  they  were 
picked  up.  After  64  trips,  76  passengers  and  all  the 
crew  were  got  on  board  the  Orlando.  Besides  the  8  who 
were  suffocated,  15  of  the  passengers  were  drowned 
by  leaping  into  the  sea ;  while  28  women  and  children 
were  left  in  the  b^irning  vessel,  as  they  refused  to 
attempt  the  only  means  of  escape — the  frightful  plunge 
into  a  tempestuous  ocean.  The  Orlando  was  compelled 
to  leave  these  unfortunate  people.  Even  those  on  board 
the  Orlando  were  threatened  with  famine— both  food 
and  water  were  exhausted  ;  but  a  favouring  wind  carried 
them  to  Havre  in  11  days,  before  their  destitute  state 
liad  done  serious  mischief. 

Accounts  from  Madras  state  that  the  young  Marquis 
of  Lisboa,  a  Midshipman  on  board  her  Majesty's  ship 
Hastings,  has  been  accidentally  killed  by  Prince 
Ernest  of  Saxe  Leiningen,  a  brother  miclshipman, 
through  the  incautious  use  of  loaded  fire-arms. 

During  the  storm  at  the  end  of  last  month,  a  large 
brig  called  the  Lily,  was  stranded  and  Destroyed  by  an 
explosion  of  gunpowder,  on  the  coast  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 
Her  cargo  consisted  of  about  50  tons  of  gunpowder, 
20  puncheons  of  rum,  a  quantity  of  arms,  and  some  bale 
goods,  containing  articles  for  barter  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  The  vessel  was  beating  about  the  channel  till 
the  morning  of  the  27th  ult.,  when  she  was  driven  by 
the  violence  of  the  storm  to  the  Sound  of  the  Calf  of 
Man,  and  stove  on  Kitterland  Island.  With  a  desperate 
effort,  most  of  the  crew  (13  in  number)  reached  the 
rocks  by  the  aid  of  the  boats.  Captain  Owens  and  three 
of  the  crew  got  on  the  ledge  of  a  rock,  from  winch  two  of 
the  seamen  sprang  to  the  land  ;  but  the  captain,  in 
attempting  to  do  the  same,  was  drowned.  The  cook  and 
two  lads  met  the  same  late.  The  carpenter  was  killed 
by  the  mast  falling  upon  him.  Thus  five  of  the  crew 
were  lost.  Early  next  morning,  Mr.  Lace,  shipbroker  of 
Port  St.  Mary,  being  sub-agent  for  Lloyd's,  repaired  to 
the  wreck  with  31  men,  to  see  what  could  be  saved.  At 
a  quarter  before  eight  a  violent  shock  was  felt  throughoxit 
the  southern  district  of  the  island ;  and  a  sheet  of  fire 
and  pillar  of  smoke  were  seen  to  be  hurled  into  the  air 
from  the  wreck.  A  large  portion  of  the  powder  had 
been  placed  so  high  in  the  vessel  that  it  did  not  get  wet 
by  the  waves  breaking  on  it.  Tlie  explosion  dashed  the 
vessel  to  atoms,  and  blew  to  fragments  upwards  of 
30  human  beings.  Only  one  individual  escaped  to  tell 
the  story,  although  one  cheek  and  ear  were  taken  off', 
and  he  was  otherwise  much  injured.  32  men  (besides 
the  5  of  the  crew  that  were  lost  on  Jlonday)  were  killed, 
leaving  23  widows  and  73  fatherless  cliildren.  The 
explosion  was  heard  in  Douglas,  and  was  supposed  by 
many  persons  to  have  been  an  earthquake.  Fragments 
of  the  wreck  were  thrown  as  far  as  the  lied  Gap,  near 
Castletown,  being  a  distance  of  6  miles.  Portions  of 
the  vessel  and  cargo,  consisting  of  chain-links,  portions 
of  gun-barrels,  swords,  caps,  fragments  of  wreck,  shirts, 
&c.  have  also  been  picked  up  in  various  parts  of  the 
parish  of  Rushen.  Some  pieces  of  burning  cotton  were 
actually  found  six  miles  off'. 

The  most  terrible  Tiailway  Accident  that  has  ever 
happened  in  this  country  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
the  3rd  inst  on  the  Buckinghamshire  line,  belonging  to 
the  London  and  North  Western  Company,  within  a  inile 
from  Oxford.  At  half-past  five  o'clock  apassenger  train 
of  three  carriages  was  to  be  started  from  Oxford.  Be- 
tween V/olvercot  and  Oxford,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
rains,  a  portion  of  a  tunnel  had  fallen  in.  ,  The  injury 
was  partially  repaired  ;  but  meanwhile  the  up-line  only 
had  been  reserved  for  the  traffic,  whilst  the  down-line 
was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  contractors  until  the 
tunnel  should  have  been  suitably  restored.  Only  one 
set  of  rails,  therefore,  was  assigned  to  the  traffic.  On 
the  evening  in  question  a  coal  train  was  expected  at  the 
Oxford  station  at  5.20  ;  the  passenger  train  mentioned 
above  was  to  start  at  5.30.  The  driver,  John  Tarry,  the 
fireman,  Robert  Bugden,  and  the  guard  of  the  last 
naincd  tiai::,  -.vere  w.uned  by  the  station-master  not  to 
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start  until  the    coal-train  shnnid  have  arrived.      This 
coal  train  had  been  telegraphed  Ironi  Islip — tlie  next 
station — and  the  Oxford  station-master,  Mr.  A.  Blott, 
having  given  this  caution,  retired  into  his  office.      At 
this  moment  a  ballast-train  engine  entered  the  station 
by  the   dovvn-line   (the  contractors'  line)   without  any 
train  behind  it.     The  driver  of  the  passenger  train  here- 
upon, without  stopping  to  consider  whether  or  no  this 
■was  the  coal  train  of  which  he  had   received  informa- 
tion, put  his  own  train  in  motion  with  unusual  speed. 
The  proper  signals  which  should  have  warned  him  to 
pause  were  displayed,  but  he  disregarded  them.      The 
guard  (Joseph  Kinch),  who  noticed  in  passing  that  the 
ballast-train  was  not  the  one  which  had  been  expected, 
put  on  the  breaks,  and  hoisted  the  signal  flag,  which 
should  have  given  warning  to  the  driver  to  stop.     The 
stoker,  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  looked  back  on  leaving 
the  station,  did  not  look  back,  and  so  the  train  went 
rapidly  on.     At  the  bridge,  a  little  way  out  of  Oxford, 
the   policeman,   who   should   have  shown   a  red  light, 
showed  a  green  or  "go  on"  signal.     The  driver  went 
on  at  an  increased  speed,  and  the  result  was  a  collision 
with  the  heavy  coal-train,  which  was  advancing  from 
the  opposite  direction.    It  is  said  that  the  foreman-porter, 
on  seeing  the  passenger-train  leave  the  Oxford  station, 
endeavoured  to  make  the  driver  understand  his  danger  ; 
but,  in  the  midst  of  the  noise  and  confusion  created  by 
the  blowing  oft' of  steam  from  the  waste  pipes,  his  voice 
received  no  attention.     We  are  not  informed  how  it  was 
that  at  so  critical  a  moment  the  station-master  retired 
into   his   office   without   waiting  upon  the  platform  to 
start  the  train  with  his  own  lips.     We  are  not  informed 
whether  or  no  the  usual  examination  into  the  sobriety 
of  the  driver  had  been  made  before  he  was  allowed  to 
take  his  place  upon  the  engine.     The  only  person  con- 
cei-ned  who  seems  entirely  free  from  blame  is  the  guard, 
who  put  on  his  breaks  and  hoisted  his  signal, — who  did, 
in  short,  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  communicate  with 
the  driver,  but  in  vain.    The  consequences  of  the  collision 
were  most  fearful.     The  engine  of  the  passenger  train 
was  turned  completely  round  and  thrown  into  the  water 
ditch  in  a  frightfully  shattered  state.     The  first  engine 
attached  to  the  coal  train  fell  upon  it,  the  wheels  of 
each  being  transfi:;ed,  and  the  second  engine  also  ran 
into  the  ditch.     The  third-class  carriage  and  the  second- 
class  carriage  were  completely  broken  up,  scarcely  the 
boards   remaining   attached,  and   the    passengers   were 
scattered  about  the  line  in  every  direction.     The  crash 
of  the  collision  was  heard  at  a  very  great  distance,  and 
persons  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  were  soon  on  the 
spot,  endeavouring  to  render  assistance.     Mr.  Blott  and 
Mr.  Hays  the  Oxford  ticket-collector,  who  had  never 
ceased  running  after  the  train,  soon  came  up,  and  did 
everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  further  injury  by 
stopping  all  down  trains  of  the  line.     The  difficultj-  of 
knowing  what  to  do  in  order  to  assist  the  injured  parties 
was  greatly  increased  by  the  ravages  of  a  fire  which, 
kindled  from  the  furnaces  of  the  engines,  burst  forth 
immediately  after  the  accident.      The   injured   parties 
were  then  got  out  of  the  wreck  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  sent  on  to  Oxford,  where  they  were  at  once  admitted 
into  the  Ratclitte  Infirmary.     Two  engine  drivers  and 
three  stokers  were  lulled  on  the  spot,  all  their  bodies 
being  frightfully  mutilated.     One  male  passenger  was 
thrown  under  the  wreck,  and  before  his  body  could  be 
extricated   the   upper   half  was  burnt  to  a  cinder.     A 
poor    young    woman     named    Julia    Norman,    also    a 
passenger,  was   thrown  into   the   water,    and   in   some 
extraordinary   manner    became    embedded    under    the 
boiler   of   the   passenger   engine.      She   w.as   only   dis- 
covered by  her  legs  having  protruded  above  the  water, 
and  it  was  not  till  the  next  morning  that  her  body  was 
extricated.     The  names  of  the  persons  killed  who  have 
been  identified  are  as  follows  :  J.  Tarry,  engine   driver  ; 
R.  Law,  ditto  ;  R.  Bugden,  stoker;    T.  Landon,  ditto; 
S.  Wilcox,  ditto  ;  and  Julia  Norman,  passenger.     Many 
pei'sons  were  dreadfully  and  it  is  feared  fatally  injured. 
W.  Knibbs,  a  second-class  passenger,  had  his  head  badly 
cut;    Sarah  Smith,  of  Steeple  Claydon,  had  her  chest 
hurt,  and  it  is  supposed  that  her  breast-bone  is  broken  ; 
J.Walters,  of  Bicester,  had  his  knee  and  thighs  fractured ; 
•R.  Faulkner,  senior,  a  sawyer,  had  a  serious  concussion, 
while  his  two  sons,  Richard  and  Job,  had,  the  former 


his  head  cut,  and  the  latter  one  of  his  thighs  burnt.     It 
was  found  necessary  to  amputate  the  arm  of  J.  Williams, 
a   hawker.      J.  Townshend,  of  Bicester,   had   his   hip 
dislocated,  if  not  broken;  T.  Monnay  had  his  head  cut, 
and  his  thigh  and  jaw  much  injured  ;    J.  Sayers  had 
four  ribs  broken,  and  G.  Slade  received  a  spinal  injury. 
A  horse-dealer  named  Jordan  had  his  skull  fractured, 
and  a  cattle-dealer  of  Northampton,  named  Lott,  was 
also   among   the  injured.      A   passenger   named   Eliza 
Davis  received  a  concussion  of  the  brain,  and  two  guards 
named    Kinch    and    Watts,   were   slightly    hurt.      A 
passenger  named  Jones  had  his  skull  fractured  and  his 
spine  injured.     The  above  enumeration  must  be  taken 
in    connection    with    the   facts   that   there   were   only 
21  passengers,  and  that  of  the  6  men  in  charge  of  the 
engines  5  were  killed.      The  survivor  escaped  miracu- 
lously by  jumping  into  a  ditch  full   of  water.      The 
servants  of  the  company  have  been  the  chief  suff'erers  by 
the  accident,  but,  with  the  exception  of  two  boys   who 
are  the  sons  of  a  clergyman,  hardly  any  one  seems  to 
have  escaped   entirely  unscathed.      All   the   bodies   of 
those    who    were    killed    were    frightfully    mutilated. 
Tarry's  watch  was  crushed  nearly  flat,  the  hands  being 
fixed  in  the   dial   plate  at  35  minutes  after  6.     Sarah 
Smith  was  discovered  in  a  state  of  almost  perfect  nudity 
on  the  buffer  of  one  of  the  engines,  with  a  piece  of  iron 
firmly  fixed  across  her  throat.     She  was  extricated  with 
great  difficulty.     This  poor  woman  bad  been  to  Oxford 
to    see    her    brother,   who    had    enlisted   a   few   days 
previousl}'.      She  has   lost   everything   she    possessed. 
There  were  some  miraculous  escapes  of  passengers  in 
the  train.      Another  gentleman  sustained  only  a   few 
bruises,  and   was   so  little  hurt  that   he   proceeded  to 
London.     Of  the  six  men  in  charge  of  the  engine  only 
two  escaped,  viz.,  Kinch,  the  guard,  and  John  Lee,  the 
driver  of  the  second  engine,  who,  foreseeing  an  accident, 
got  over  his  tender  on  to  a  coal  truck,  and  had  crossed 
two  or  three  before  the  collision  took  place.     All  the 
bodies  were  frightfully  miitilated.      Wm.  Jones,   the 
horse  dealer,  had  123/.  in  bank  notes  and  gold  in  his 
pockets.     On  the  accident  occurring  some  hundreds  of 
persons  collected  on  the  spot,  but  a  controlling  hand 
was  much  wanted,  which  fortunatelj',  was  soon  found 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  Cardwell,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  who  having  expected  his  wife  by  the  next 
train,  was  terrified  when  he  heard  of  the  accident,  and 
hastened    at    once    to    the   spot.      The   hon.    member 
rendered  almost   superhuman   exertions,    to   assist   the 
sufferers.      Mr.   Grafton,   of  the  firm  of  Grafton   and 
Hood,  engineers  of  Oxford,  was  early  on  the  spot,  and 
ably  seconded  all  that  Mr.  Cardwell   proposed.      The 
alarm  which  prevailed  among  the  crowd  was  very  great. 
At  one   period    an    approaching    train    on    the   Great 
Westei-n  Railway  was  thought  to  be  running  on   the 
North  Western  line,  and  30  persons,  rushing  into  the 
water  to  escape  an  imagined  danger  narowly  escaped 
being  drowned. — An  inquest  on  the  bodies  of  the  persons 
killed  was  held  at  Oxford.     After  an  investigation  of 
several  days  it  terminated  on  the   17th  inst.,  when  the 
jury  returned  the  following  verdict : — "  The  deceased 
persons    came    to    their   deaths   from   a   collision   that 
occurred  between  a  passenger  train  and  a  coal  train  on 
the  Bucks  branch  of  the  London  and  North  Western 
Railway.     The  collision  took  place  in  consequence  of 
the  passenger  train  being   started  without  orders  from 
the   station  master,  and  they  find   a  verdict  of  man- 
slaughter against  Kinch  the  guard  of  the  said  passenger 
train,  on  whom  the  responsibility  of  starting  the  train 
devolved ;  and  they  think  the  engine  driver  worthy  of 
blame  for  proceeding  at  a  much  faster  rate  than  is  usual 
at  first  leaving  the  station.    It  appears  from  the  evidence 
that  in  consequence  of  repairs  going  on  at  the  Wolvercot 
tunnel   the   whole   of  the   traffic  between  Oxford  and 
Islip  is  now  carried  on  upon  a  single  line,  and  the  jury 
beg  to  express  their  opinion  that  in  all  such  cases  a  pilot 
engine  should  be  employed  in  order  to  lessen  the  proba- 
bility of  collision.     They  consider  also  that  a  policeman 
or  signal  man  should  be  stationed  between  the  swing 
bridge  and  Wolvercot  tunnel,  as  that  part  of  the  line 
appears  to  be  at  present  quite  unprotected,  and  as  it 
includes  a  level  crossing.     It  appears  also  that  part  of 
the  line  on  which  the  accident  occurred  is  in  such  close 
proximity  to  the  Oxford  and  Rugby  line,  that  it  is  very 
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difficult  to  distinguish  on  which  an  approaching  train  is 
travelling  until  it  is  close  at  hand,  and  they  think  that 
some  distinctive  mark  should  be  adopted  by  their  re- 
spective companies,  so  that  tlieir  engines  should  be 
immediately  recognised  both  by  day  and  night;  and  the 
jury  beg  especially  to  call  the  attention  of  the  railway 
directors  and  the  legislature  to  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  some  means  of  communication  being  esta- 
blished between  the  guard  and  the  engine  driver." 
The  Coroner  immediately  ordered  Kiuch  to  be  tal^en 
into  custody. 

Two  i'atal  Colliery  Accidents  have  taken  place.  The 
first  occurred  on  the  14th  at  the  new  Cottam  coalpit 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Appleby,  of  the  Renishaw  iron- 
works, near  Sliefiield.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing a  party  of  >even  miners  prepared  to  descend 
the  shaft  in  order  to  commence  their  day's  work; 
they  had  not  descended  more  than  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  when  the  corf  in  which  they  were 
standing  became  detached  from  the  wire  rope,  and 
all  the  men  fell  headlong  to  the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 
Their  names  were  John  and  Charles  Greaves,  of 
Barlborouuh ;  John  Barton,  Robert  Robinson,  and 
Thomas  Waterhouse,  of  Stavely  ;  Richard  Bright,  and 
John  Naylor.  The  cause  of  the  disaster  was  the 
snapping  of  an  iron  ring  that  connected  the  wire  rope 
with  the  chain  in  which  the  corf  rested.  All  the 
seyen  men  were  found  to  be  killed  with  the  exception 
of  Barton,  who  once  or  twice  exhibited  some  slight 
symptoms  ot  animation.  The  calamity  has  occasioned 
a  profound  sensation  for  some  miles  around  the  scene 
of  the  occurrence.  The  second  accident  took  place  on 
the  21st  at  tlie  Charhvood  Colliery,  Mangotsfield,  near 
Bristol.  The  ascent  and  descent  of  the  shaft  is  made  by 
means  of  a  cart  of  wood  capable  of  holding  four  persons, 
which  is  worked  by  means  of  a  drawing  engine,  and 
is  steadied  in  its  progress  by  a  guide  on  either  side 
of  the  shaft.  At  10  o'clock  at  night  the  usual  time  for 
the  night-men  to  descend  to  their  labour ;  three  men, 
named  Samuel  Bennett,  aged  33  ;  Samuel  Bryant,  aged 
38 ;  Isaac  James,  aged  Z'l ;  and  a  boy  named  Gingzell, 
aged  16,  gi)t  into  the  cart,  and  having  given  the  usual 
signal,  the  engineman  began  to  lower  them  down  the 
shaft.  After  they  had  proceeded  about  thirty  yards, 
the  engine  by  some  means,  either  the  breaking  of  some 
teeth  in  the  cogwheel,  an  insufficient  supply  of  steam  or 
some  other  cause,  suddenly  lost  its  control  of  the  cart, 
which  immediately  i-an  down  at  a  tremendous  rate  to 
the  bottom  of  the  shaft — a  depth,  in  all,  of  some  230  or 
240  yards.  It  was  not  till  three  in  the  morning  that  the 
poor  people  could  be  extricated.  They  were  alive,  but 
all  of  them  dreadfully  injured,  and  Bennett  is  since 
dead.  An  inquest  has  commenced,  which  a  govern- 
ment inspector  of  collieries  is  expected  to  attend. 

A  dreadful  Boiler  Explosion,  with  loss  of  life,  took  place 
at  the  Ebley  Clothing  Mill,  near  Stroud,  on  the  morning 
of  the  20th  inst.,  about  nine  o'clock.  The  workmen  and 
women  had  been  to  breakfast,  and  were  beginning  to 
work,  when  a  loud  explosion,  followed  by  a  crash, 
which  was  distinctly  heard  in  the  town  of  Stroud, 
announced  a  catastrophe.  The  engine  boiler  had  burst, 
and  the  building  in  which  it  was  contained  was  found 
to  be  almost  a  heap  of  ruins.  The  end  of  the  factory 
where  tbe  boiler  had  been  placed  was  completely  blown 
out,  and  a  wall  forming  the  boundary  of  the  premises 
next  to  the  canal  was  also  tla-own  down,  the  debris 
being  blown  into  the  canal.  On  removing  the  rubbisli 
the  body  of  the  engineer  was  discovered,  dreadfully 
mutilated  and  dead.  Three  women  were  also  found  to 
have  sustained  sei'ious  injuries,  and  were  removed  to 
Stroud  Hospital,  where  they  are  now  lying.  It  is  a 
most  providential  circumstance  that  the  accident 
happened  at  the  moment  it  did,  for  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  there  would  have  been  some  500  people  in 
the  mill,  and  some  30  in  the  floor  immediately  over  the 
boiler.  One  boy  had  a  very  narrow  escape.  He  acted 
as  stoker  or  attendant  to  the  engineer,  and  ju«t  before 
the  accident  had  been  sent  by  him  to  fetch  a  hammer. 
He  was  returning  with  it  to  the  building  when  the 
explosion  took  place.  A  coroner's  inquest  has  been 
opened,  but  adjourned  to  give  time  for  the  attendance 
of  a  government  inspector. 

An    important   Coroner's   Inquest   was   held   in   the 


Bethnal  Green  Road  an  the  22nd  inst.,  on  the  body  of  a 
child  of  three  years  old,  who  died  from  typhoid  lever, 
c^xxseAhy  Xhe  Noxious  Exhalation  of  a  Cesspool.  The 
child's  mother  said  that  her  husband  was  a  hawker  of 
crockeryware,  and  they,  with  three  children  occupied  a 
lower  room  on  the  ground  floor.  She  had  another 
child  lying  ill,  which  the  surgeon  gave  no  hopes  of. 
There  was  an  overflowing  privy  connected  with  the 
house,  at  the  back,  which  passed  under  their  bed-room. 
It  was  a  cesspool,  as  there  was  nc  drainage  to  the  houses. 
Every  morning  the  soil  came  through  the  flooring 
boards  of  the  room,  and  witness  was  compelled  to  wipe 
it  up.  The  coroner  asked  if  any  complaint  had  been 
made  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  resjjecting  the  horrid 
place  ?  Mr.  West  (the  medical  officer) — No,  sir,  it  is 
down  in  my  last  report,  to  come  before  the  guardians 
on'TNlonday  night  next,  and  1  have  14  more  cases  of  a 
similar  kind  in  the  same  district,  where  the  privies 
were  overflowing  and  the  soil  was  to  be  seen  several 
inches  deep  in  the  back-yards,  or  gardens,  adjoining  the 
closets.  Mr.  Brainbridge,  the  district-surveyor,  said 
that  no  complaint  had  ever  been  made  to  him,  or  he 
should  have  immediately  visited  the  place,  and  served 
the  owners  with  notices  to  abate  the  nuisance.  Mr. 
West,  surgeon,  said  the  deceased's  death  had  arisen 
from  low  typhoid,  produced  by  the  nuisance  complained 
of.  The  Coroner  said  that  he  trusted  the  authorities 
would  pay  immediate  attention  to  the  case,  or  the 
consequences  would  be  very  serious.  The  summoning 
officer  said,  that  the  vestry  clerk  had  directed  him  to 
state  that  a  deputation  had  waited  upon  the  Com- 
missioners of  Sewers  a  few  days  since,  and  they  had 
promised  to  assist  the  guardians,  as  soon  as  possible, 
in  improving  the  drainage  of  the  parish.  Other 
evidence  having  been  adduced,  the  jury  unanimously 
agreed  to  the  following  special  verdict: — "That  the 
deceased  died  a  natural  death  from  typhus  fever,  caused 
by  a  nuisance  from  a  cesspool  on  the  premises ;  and 
we  (the  jurors)  request  the  coroner  to  write  to  her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Sewers  to  direct  their 
immediate  attention  to  the  erection  of  a  sewer  in 
that  district,  as  a  means  of  relieving  the  place  of  future 
dangers." 

The  recent  executions  have  been  followed  (as  has 
been  observed  often  to  happen)  by  two  casts  of  Bangiiig, 
proceeding  apparently  from  the  morbid  influence  of 
these  executions  on  weak  minds.  On  Sunday  the  16th, 
tlie  day  after  the  execution  of  James  Barbour,  the 
inmates  of  the  lunatic  ward  at  the  Sheffield  union 
worklioiise  conversed  together  for  some  time  on  the 
subject  of  that  event  and  the  hanging  of  Alfred 
Waddington.  Among  them  was  a  person  named  George 
Palfrey,  a  white-metal  smith,  and  who  has  been  in  the 
lunatic  asylum  at  Wakefied,  and  in  the  retreat-ward 
at  Sheffield,  for  about  30'  years.  He  was  in  such  a 
stage  of  convalescence  that  he  was  intrusted  with  the 
care  of  a  patient  who  I'equired  frequent  attention. 
His  imagination  appears  to  have  been  inflamed  by  the 
exciting  conversation,  and  such  was  its  eflect  upon  him 
that  during  Sunday  night  he  slipped  out  of  the  retreat- 
ward,  and,  having  attached  his  neckerchief  to  a  beam  in 
the  privy,  he  placed  his  neck  within  the  sling,  and, 
throwing  himself  ofl'  a  slight  elevation  upon  which  he 
was  standing,  hung  suspended,  with  his  feet  just  clear 
of  the  floor,  until  life  was  extinct.  In  that  posture  the 
dead  body  was  found  at  an  early  hour  on  Monday 
morning. — The  other  instance  is  still  more  singular.  A 
boy  of  the  age  of  14,  of  the  name  of  John  Auty,  son  of 
a  mason,  who  keeps  a  beerhoiise  in  Shetfleld,  was  found 
hanged  in  a  garret  in  his  father's  house.  He  kept 
jiigeons  in  the  garret,  and  he  had  been  rol)bed  of  two 
or  three  of  them  by  a  cat,  which  gained  admission  to 
the  garret  through  a  broken  pane.  The  boy  had  been 
heard  to  vow  vengeance  on  the  cat,  and  it  appeared 
that  he  had  set  about  preparing  a  noose  to  fix  within  ' 
the  broken  pane,  with  the  intention  of  catching  the  | 
animal  by  the  neck  and  causing  it  to  effect  its  own  ; 
strangulation.  At  night  he  was  missing;  and,  after  a 
search,  his  body  was  found  in  the  garret,  hanging  from 
the  ceiling.  He  was  hanging  by  a  piece  of  thick  whip- 
cord attached  to  a  nail  in  the  middle  of  a  joist.  His 
neck  was  not  in  a  noose,  but  in  a  sling  with  a  large 
knot  at  the  end  ;  his  body  was  resting  on  the  floor  and 
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his  head  raised  only  two  or  three  feet  above  it.  He 
had  evidently  fallen  off  something  upon  -which  he  had 
been  standing,  as  there  were  an  old  dressing-table  and 
some  other  lumber  overturned  and  lying  about  the 
body.  The  most  feasible  ccmjeetures  were,  either  that 
■while  preparing  to  fix  the  lower  end  of  the  cord  as  a 
noose  to  the  window,  the  article  upon  which  he  was 
standing  had  slipped  from  under  him,  and  that,  when 
falling,  his  head  had  got  within  the  sling  formed  by  the 
cord;  or  else  that  he  had  placed  his  head  within  the 
cord  from  a  boyish  desire  to  taste  for  a  moment  the 
sensation  of  hanging,  and  that,  during  the  experiment, 
he  had  lost  his  footing  and  sustained  a  jerk  that 
deprived  him  of  the  means  of  self-deliverance. 

Another  dreaflful  Boiler  Explosion  took  place  at 
Glasgow  on  the  22nd,  in  the  engineering  establishment 
of  Messrs.  Forrest  i.nd  Co.  It  appears  that  one  of  the 
boilers  had  been  lengthened  by  9  feet,  giving  it  a  total 
of  25  feet,  and  15-horse  power.  On  the  preceding 
evening  the  newly-alteied  boiler  had  been  tested  and 
found  to  bear  a  pressure  of  Solb.  on  the  square  inch. 
When  the  engineer  left  on  Friday  evening  he  caused 
the  fires  to  be  drawn,  and  ordered  the  private  watchman 
not  again  to  light  them  sooner  than  5  o'clock  this 
morning,  stating  that  he  himself  wou  d  return  to  the 
works  at  half-past  5.  1"  e  boiler  stood  in  the  lower 
part  of  a  new  two-story  building,  the  upper  portions 
being  used  as  a  smith's  shop.  The  poor  watchman, 
whose  name  is  John  M'Kinuon,  had  not  attended  to  the 
orders  given  him,  and  must  have  lighted  the  furnace 
some  hours  before  the  appointed  time,  for  about 
10  minutes  past  5  an  explosion  took  jilace  which  alarmed 
and  shook  the  Avhole  neighbourhood.  The  building  in 
which  the  boiler  had  been  placed,  was  shattered  to 
pieces,  and  piles  of  bricks,  stone  blocks,  and  broken 
beams  lay  scattered  in  every  direction.  The  boiler  itself 
was  forced  from  its  bed,  torn  into  four  separate  pieces, 
and  scattered  in  as  many  different  directions.  One 
ponderous  portion  had  been  thrown  as  high  as  the  top 
of  a  four-story  house,  fir  in  its  rise  or  descent  it  had 
broken  the  lintels  of  the  windows,  and  carried  away 
part  of  the  water  conductor  under  the  projecting  part 
of  the  roof.  On  removing  the  rubbish,  the  watchman's 
body  was  found  lying  a  few  feet  in  front  of  the  furnace 
door.  He  was  a  steady,  sober  man,  and  had  been  in 
the  employment  of  the  company  for  upwards  of  three 
months.  The  authorities  are  investigating  the  circum- 
stances of  the  accident. 
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PROGRESS. 

A  Christmas  Dinner  to  the  Poor  was  given  by  the 
Leicester-square  Soup  Kitchen  and  Hcspice.  An 
interesting  account  of  it  is  given  in  the  following  letter 
from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  the  president : — 

"  May  it  please  tour  Royal  Highness, — I  have  the  honour 
to  lay  before  your  royal  highness  a  brief  account  of  the  dinner 
given  by  the  Leicester-square  Soup  Kitchen  to  the  poor  on 
Christinas  Day.  Your  royal  highness's  generous  contribution  of 
half  an  ox  became  a  g<iod  signal  for  many  to  follow.  Tr  e  Earl  of 
Damley,  Sir  John  Cathcar:,  and  Sir  J.  V.  Shelley,  M.P.,  gave 
each  a  sheep,  and  Mr.  Jobbnis  a  sack  of  flour.  Several  boxes  of 
fruit  were  pre>enie4  by  fruiterers,  and  a  variety  of  presents  of 
food  made  from  different  tradespeople.  Colonel  Colt,  an  American 
gentleman,  gave  xlO  to  buy  porter  with.  Messrs.  Manners  &  Co. 
gave  a  barrel  of  porter,  Messrs.  Coding  &  Co.  a  hogshead  of 
porter,  Messrs.  Inde,  Coope,  &  Co.,  a  barrel  of  porter,  Messrs. 
Hoare  &  Co.  a  barrel  of  porier,  Mr.  T.  Bye,  of  Kathbone-place, 
Oxford-street,  a  barrel  of  ale  and  a  barrel  of  porter.  Messrs. 
Travers  &  Co.  gave  a  large  chest  of  tea  and  2  cwt.  of  sugar;  and 
among  the  donors  of  money  I  beg  to  mention  £100  from  Lord 
Ward.  The  arrangements  made,  enabled  poor  families  to  take 
the  Christmas  fare  home  to  their  children,  whilst  the  single 
persons  sat  down  by  dirisions  of  120  at  a  lime  to  a  bountiful 
supply  of  roast  beef,  plum  pudding,  potatoes,  broad,  and  porter. 
The  quantity  given  to  each  family  was  two  pounds  of  roast  beef, 
one  pound  of  plum  pudding,  half  a  quartern  loaf,  and  a  pint  of 
porter  ;  and  between  the  dinner  hours  of  one  and  half-past  four 
o'clock,  2,404  bearers  of  family  tickets  were  supplied,  and  1,080 
persons  dined.  The  further  distribution  of  relief  was  postponed 
when  it  became  dark,  until  the  following  Monday  (yesterday), 
when  it  was  renewed  at  one  o'clock,  and  630  bearers  of  family 
tickets  were  suppUed  with  Chiistmas  fare,  making  altogether, 


allowing  four  to  a  family,  the  large  number  of  13,216  persons  who 
enjoyed  a  good  substantial  dinner,  through  the  bounty  of  your 
royal  highness  and  the  donors  and  subscribers  to  this  institution. 
1  will  just  add  that  1,743  single  persons  were  also  provided  on 
Monday  with  an  abundant  supply  of  soup,  and  bread  and  cheese, 
540  of  whom  had  half  a  pint  of  porter  each.  A  cons  derable 
amount  of  food  was  sent  to  the  Ragged  Schools ;  and  it  is 
intended  to  give  to  these  establishments  the  contributions  of  tea, 
sugar,  and  biscuits.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  recipicnis  of  relief  to 
say,  that  whilst  all  seemed  suffering  from  distress,  and  many 
from  extreme  indigence,  they  invariably  conducted  theiiiselves 
with  propriety ;  and  if  hearty  good  cheers  for  your  royal  highness 
and  the  benevolent  contributors  to  this  Christian  feast  be  a  fair 
indication  ol  the  feelings,  I  venture  to  assert  that  none  lelt  our 
institution  on  -Christmas  Day  without  being  impressed  with 
gratitude.  Peruiit  me  to  explain  to  your  royal  big  ness  that  all 
the  family  tickets  were  distributed  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Clergy,  District  Visitors,  Scriptiu-e  Readers,  City  Mission- 
aries, and  the  subscribers,  &c.  These  tickets  contain  variotis 
queries  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  partj-  to  whom  they  were 
given  ;  and  as  these  queries  were  duly  filled  up,  signed,  and 
vouched  for,  there  ex'sts  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  relief 
and  good  cheer  have  been  given  to  any  than  deserving  poor 
people.  With  regard  to  single  persons  who  dined  at  the  Kitchen, 
they  were  admitted  without  tickets,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
teaching  of  the  Saviour,  were  invited  to  come  in  Irora  the  '  streets 
and  lanes;'  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state 
that  '  none  were  sent  empty  away.'  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
your  roval  highness's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant. 
"  Tuesday,  Dec.  2Sth,  1852." 

The  City  of  London  Literary  and  Scieniijic  Institu- 
tion has  exjnred.  This  institution  was  founded  twenty- 
seven  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Grote,  Lord  Denmau,  and 
Mr.  M'Culloch ;  and  it  has  been  fostered  by  the  active 
aid  of  many  men  eminent  in  literature  :  fof  some  time 
it  has  languished  under  inadequate  support,  and  it  has 
at  last  been  formally  closed,  at  a  final  meeting,  graced 
by  a  speech  from  the  president,  Mr.  Grote.  At  a  pre- 
vious meeting  it  was  resolved  to  acknowledge  the  long 
and  zealous  services  of  Mr.  George  Stacy,  as  an  officer 
of  the  Institution,  by  some  appropriate  testimonial ; 
and  a  subscription  for  that  purpose  has  been  opened. 

Much  attention  is  excited  by  the  great  Exhibition  of 
Poultry  which  has  taken  place  at  the  Baker-street 
Bazaar,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Great  Metropolitan 
Poultry  Club.  It  was  a  curious  collection;  nearly  a 
thousand  cocks,  each  endeavouring  to  outvie  its  neigh- 
bour in  the  strength  and  length  of  its  crow.  Cochin 
Chinas  abounded,  and  some  of  the  male  birds  were  three 
feet  in  height,  the  hens  in  proportion,  and  chiefly  of  the 
"  buff"  and  white  species.  The  price  set  upon  some  of 
these  birds  seems  almost  incredible.  For  a  pen  belonging 
to  Mr.  Fairlie,  of  Cheveley-park,  near  Newmarket, 
consisting  of  a  cock  and  three  hens,  no  less  than  sixty 
guineas  were  asked  ;  and  110  of  these  birds,  many  of 
them  chickens  of  three  months  old,  and  all  tlie  property 
of  one  lady,  were  sold  in  102  lots,  and  realised  nearly 
370^.  There  were  also  some  fine  specimens  of  the 
domestic  Dorking,  the  spangled  Hamburg,  Poland  ruffs, 
bantams,  and  other  fancy  species,  and  several  pens  of 
magnificent  turkeys,  geese,  ducks,  &c.  In  the  pigeon 
classes  there  were  some  pens  of  Goura  Victoria  pigeons, 
never  before  exhibited  in  this  country.  These  pigeons 
are  from  one  of  the  large  islands  in  the  Indian  Archi- 
pelago, and  have  a  species  of  topknot,  springing  out  of 
the  head,  somewhat  similar  to  the  feathers  of  a  pea- 
cock's tail.  In  the  flying  tumbler  class  there  was  an 
extraordinary  pen  of  six  pied  [rollers,  feather  legged. 
The  kind  is  not  generally  known,  but  the  birds  are 
remarkable  for  the  height  of  their  flying.  They  can 
keep  on  the  wing  eight  hours  without  once  settling. 
Their  rolling  propensity  is  very  peculiar ;  some  of  them 
will  roll  100  yards,  and  they  do  it  so  cleverly  as  to  re- 
semble a  ball  with  a  small  hole  in  the  middle.  Mr. 
Fairlie,  of  Cheveley,  also  showed  a  pen  of  light  speckled 
Scotch  fowls,  from  Ayrshire,  known  in  the  north  as 
"  dumpies,"  or  "  bakies,"  remarkable  for  the  extraordi- 
nary shortness  of  their  legs.  Amongst  the  specimens 
exhibited,  which  attracted  marked  attention  were  some 
exceedingly  fine  Poland  fowls,  with  white  topknots,  and 
a  pen  of  three  geese  weighing  together  48  lbs.  So  great 
a  value  was  placed  upon  the  eggs  of  many  of  the  birds 
in  the  exhibition  that  eight  police-officers  of  the  detec- 
tive force  were  continually  on  the  watch  to  prevent  their 
abstraction  by  persons  employed  in  the  building  or  by 
visitors.  The  exhibition  was  followed  by  a  sale  by 
auction,   at   which   enormous  prices   were   given.      A 
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Cochin  China  cock  and  pullet,  for  instance,  brought 

forty-eight  guineas. 

A  new  Literary  and  Scientific  Society  is  about  to  he 
established  in  Birmingham.  A  meeting  for  that  purpose 
was  held  on  the  10th  inst.  The  Mayor  occupied  the 
Ciuiir;  and  amongst  those  present  ^-ere  Lord  Lyttelton, 
Veu.  Archdeacon  Sandford,  &c.  A  letter  from  Mr. 
Charles  Dickfns  was  read,  in  which  he  proposed  to 
r.ad,  next  Christmas,  in  the  town-hall,  his  Christmas 
Carols,  the  proceeds  to  be  appropriated  in  aid  of  the 
urnds  of  the  proposed  institution.  From  the  report  of 
a  committee,  it  ap[)eared  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
society  should  organise  measures  for  the  erection  of  a 
'•pacious  building  at  a  cost  of  19,000^.  In  this  building 
ii  is  proposed  to  provide  a  lecture  theatre.  The  plan 
lilci-wise  embraces  three  museums — the  first  of  which 
will  be  devoted  to  the  raw  materials  of  the  industry  of 
this  district,  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens,  &c.: 
the  second,  to  articles  illustrative  of  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses, as  well  as  to  finished  specimens  of  different  dates 
and  countries ;  the  third,  to  machinery  and  models. 
Tlio  other  features  of  the  scheme  comprise  a  chemical 
laboratory  for  lectures  and  classes,  cLass-rooms,  a  reading- 
room,  with  a  scientific  and  general  library  of  reference  ; 
and  as  an  entrance  to  all  the  departments,  a  large  hall 
for  the  reception  of  sculpture  and  other  works  of  art. 
Another  department  will  be  devoted  to  mining  records, 
sliowing  the  dimensions  and  position  of  strata  in  the 
difierent  mineral  workings  of  the  district.  This  portion 
of  the  undertaking  will  be  in  connection  with  the 
National  School  of  Mines  and  Museum  of  Practical  Geo- 
logy in  London.  Lord  Lyttelton,  in  proposing  the 
establishment  of  the  Society  according  to  the  scheme 
laid  down  in  the  report,  stated  that  the  cost  would  not 
exceed  20,000^. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  Com- 
munication with  India  and  Australia.  The  steam-ship 
Euxine,  belonging  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany, sailed  from  Suuthampton'in  the  endof  last  month, 
for  Malta  and  Marseilles.  She  is  to  take  up  her  station 
between  those  ports  in  conjunction  with  the  Sultan, 
under  the  new  arrangement  between  the  Company  and 
the  Admiralty.  In  future,  there  will  be  a  double 
trunk-line  of  steam  communication  from  Southampton 
with  India  and  China,  and  a  semi-monthly  mail.  A 
packet  will  run  between  Singapore  and  Sidney  ;  thus 
establishing  six  communications  each  way  yearly  be- 
tween England  and  Australia. 

The  Queen's  College  of  Birmingham  is  new  organised. 
The  Council  is  filled  up.  The  office  of  visitor  is  vested, 
alter  the  decease  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Warneford,  in  the 
bishop  of  the  dioeese^the  county  is  represented  by  the 
Iiord  Lieutenant  and  the  High  Sheriff — the  clergy  of 
the  diocese  by  the  Dean  of  Worcester  and  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Coventry — the  town  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
High  Bailiff  of  the  manor — the  clerical  profession  by 
the  rectors  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Philip — and  the  manu- 
facturing interest  is  also  represented  by  two  members 
from  that  interest.  Two  members  of  the  Council  have 
been  appointed  from  the  Law  Society,  two  members 
from  the  Architectural  Society,  and  two  members  from 
the  Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers  ;  in  a  word,  to 
every  interest  two  reprc-entatives  have  been  given  by 
the  Crown.  Parents  and  guardians  will  have,  at  a 
comparatively  trifling  expense,  all  the  facilities  and 
appliances  of  an  English  gentleman's  education  ;  first, 
from  the  earliest  period  to  the  age  of  about  sixteen,  at 
King  Edward's  Grammar  School ;  then  at  Queen's  Col- 
lege an  university  education  to  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
when  students  may  obtain,  without  any  residence 
elsewhere,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Bachelor  of 
Laws,  Bachelor  of  Medicine,  to  be  conferred  by  the 
University  of  London  ;  Bachelor  of  Civil  Engineering, 
to  be  conferred  by  the  College ;  the  Diploma  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  the  License  of  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  and  certificates  as  candidates  for  Holy 
Orders ;  followed  by  the  degrees  of  Master  of  Arts, 
Doctor  of  Laws,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Master  of  Civil 
Enzineering,  and  Episcopal  Ordination,  and  thus  be 
qualified  to  fill  any  rank  of  life. 

A  Banquet  was  given  on  the  3rd  inst.  to  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
the  Ambassador  from  the  United  States,  by  the  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Liverpool.     Mr.  Eyre  Evans, 


President  of  the  Chamber,  was  in  the  chair;  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  the  Earl  of  Sefton,  Mr.  William  Brown,  M.  P., 
and  Mr.  J.  Cheetham,  M.  P.,  were  among  the  guests. 
All  the  speakers  warmly  advocated  the  strictest  union  or 
alliance  between  England  and  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Ingersoll  pronounced  a  splendid  encomium  on  Liverpool, 
especially  in  its  relation  with  the  United  States ;  and 
traced  its  mighty  growth  to  the  extension  of  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  He  described 
with  eloquence  and  feeling  the  thousand  ties  that  bind 
us  together ;  and  expressed  a  strong  hope  that  the 
recijirocal  feelings  engendered  by  a  common  race, 
language,  and  institutions,  would  merge  in  the  same 
Anglo-Saxon  feeling,  which  one  day  "may  call  us,  in 
defence  of  constitutional  liberty,  shoulder  to  shoulder." 
He  touched  delicately  on  the  fisheries  question.  "What 
(he  said)  is  the  reason  that  when  we  are  settling  this 
matter  of  a  mere  fishery,  a  much  broader  view  cannot 
be  taken  of  the  whole  subject  than  has  been  taken  in 
England  and  America  ?  Why  should  not  a  commercial 
treaty  be  founded  upon  it  which  should  be  beneficial  to 
both  countries,  and  especially  to  those  colonies  more 
immediately  interested  in  regard  to  the  fisheries  ? 
Besides,  it  is  all  but  impossible  to  suppose  that  these 
colonies  will  not  be  greatly  the  gainers  by  a  commercial 
intei'course  in  which  they  will  participate  more  largely 
than  anybody  else,  not  having  in  themselves  the 
materials  of  manufactures,  grain,  bread-stuffs,  on  the 
one  hand,  while  they  have  the  timber,  the  coal,  and  the 
fish,  if  you  please,  on  the  other.  "  In  conclusion  he 
looked  forward  to  the  time  "  when  you  and  I  and  all 
will  rejoice  in  one  flesh,  one  brotherhood,  and  one 
friendship,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America. "  The  Earl  of  Derby  made  a 
comparism  between  our  House  of  Lords,  and  the 
American  Senate  as  checks  to  popular  power ;  and 
made  some  remarks  on  the  expediency  and  advantages 
of  hereditary  legislation.  His  most  interesting  topic, 
however,  w  as  the  practical  one  of  the  evening.  Every 
government  which  can  exist  in  this  country,  he  said, 
must  feel  satisfaction  at  the  friendly  feeling  mafiifested 
between  England  and  the  United  States  ;  and  what- 
ever ministry  may  hold  the  reins,  they  can  have  no 
other  object  than  to  cultivate  their  mutual  friendship. 
The  best  mode  of  settling  differences  is  frank  and  open 
communication  of  moderate  views  and  claims,  temper- 
ately put  forward  and  steadily  enforced.  On  the  part  of 
the  "United  States,  there  is  all  that  plain,  straightforward 
habit,  honesty,  and  fair  dealing,  derived  from  their 
English  ancestors,  which  will  never  allow  them  to  think 
the  worse  of  a  British  minister  who  steadily  maintains 
that  which  he  conceives  to  be  the  interest  of  his  country, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  does  not  desire  to  push  her 
interests  beyond  the  limits  of  friendship  and  good 
feeling  between  the  two  countries.  ''  I  have  no  fear  of 
any  differences  arising  between  the  United  States  and 
this  country.  We  have  too  many  ties  to  bind  us 
together.  We  have  the  ties  of  common  language,  the 
ties  of  common  laws  in  many  respects ;  we  have  the  ties 
of  common  liberty ;  we  have  the  ties  of  rapidly-extending 
and  increasing  commerce;  we  have  also  ties,  I  am  sure, 
of  personal  and  mutual  good  feeling  to  bind  us  together; 
and  my  firm  belief  is,  that  if  questions  ai-ise  on  which 
differences  of  opinion  may  exist,  friendly  communication 
will  not  only  remove  those  difficulties,  but  will  also  tend 
to  make  the  fact  of  those  difterences  having  arisen  extend 
into  a  system  of  reciprocal  advantage  and  the  great 
extension  of  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two 
countries."  The  Earl  of  Sefton,  Mr.  Samuel  Holme, 
Mr.  William  Brown,  and  Mr.  Cheetham,  addressed  tlie 
company  in  a  similar  spirit. 

Another  banquet  was  given  to  the  American  Am- 
bassador at  Manchester,  similar  in  character  to  that 
given  at  Liverpool.  Mr.  Ingersoll,  in  his  speecli,  dwelt 
especially  in  the  subject  of  education.  He  said  that, 
two  years  ago,  there  were  4,000,000  of  persons  going 
through  a  course  of  education  in  the  i)ublic  schools  of  the 
Union;  and  that,  in  Philadelphia,  there  are  "50,000 
poor  individuals  at  this  moment  who  are  educated  in 
those  public  scliools  without  any  cost  to  the  parents.  " 
He  also  instanced  the  Gerard  College  for  poor  orphans, 
in  the  same  city ;  and  the  houses  of  refuge,  where 
juvenile  criminals  are  taught  useful  trades.  He  enlarged 
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on  the  advantages  of  peace;  and  hoped  that  his  country 
and  ours  would  continue — in  everythincr  compatible 
■with  the  nature  of  their  different  institutions  and 
laws,  having  a  common  literature  and  language,  and 
their  love  of  liberty  equally  strong  in  both  nations 
— to  remain,  subject  to  those  circumstances  of  difference, 
one  and  indivisible.  The  Bishop  of  Manchester, 
in  replying  to  the  toast  of  "the  Bishop,"  took  leave 
to  extend  the  terms  of  the  toast  to  its  widest  and  most 
catholic  limits.  Alluding  to  the  recent  remonstrance 
against  slavery,  ho  prayed  Mr.  IngersoU  to  tell  his 
countrymen  and  countrywomen,  that  if  it  seemed  to 
breathe  a  spirit  of  rebuke,  we  are  deeply  sensible  that 
"if  there  is  a  building  raised  in  America  which  is  devoted 
to  unhallowed  uses,  the  foundation  of  that  building,  we 
know,  was  raised  by  British  hands."  In  the  treatment 
of  our  criminals,  and  the  organisation  of  factory  edu- 
cation, he  hoped  that  we  should  take  a  lesson  from 
America;  and  that  she  would  imitate  us  in  the  adoption 
of  Free-trade.  Mr.  Bright  spoke  in  a  cordial  and 
conciliatory  spirit,  and  took  a  friendly  and  favourable 
view  of  the  constitution  and  government  of  the  United 
States.  He  objected  to  the  inference  of  overzealous 
people  in  either  country,  and  deprecated  reflections, 
made  in  the  one  country,  tending  to  irritate  the  people 
of  the  other. 

A  banquet  in  connection  with  the  Literary  and 
Artistic  Instilutions  of  Biriniiiffham  took  place  in  the 
Assembly-rooms  of  Dee's  Hotel,  in  that  town,  on  the 
6th  inst.  It  originated  in  a  combined  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  Society  of  Artists,  the  Fine  Arts  Prize  Fund 
Association,  and  the  Society  of  Arts  and  School  of 
Design,  together  with  what  may  be  styled  the  floating 
literarj'  and  artistic  element  of  the  town  of  Birmingham, 
and  accordingly  it  attracted  much  local  interest.  Invita- 
tions were  sent  to  a  number  of  the  most  eminent  literary 
men  of  the  day,  and  as  one  of  the  leading  objects  in  view 
was  the  encouragement  and  promotion  of  art  in  the  town, 
nearly  all  the  distinguished  of  its  artists  were  requested 
to  attend.  Jr'revious  to  the  banquet,  a  meeting  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society  of 
Artists  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  Mr.  Charles  Dickens 
with  a  diamond  ring  and  salver,  both  articles  of 
Birmingham  manufacture,  in  testimony,  according  to 
the  inscription  on  the  salver,  "  of  their  appreciation  of 
his  varied  literary  acquirements,  and  of  the  genial 
philosophy  and  high  moral  teaching  which  characterise 
his  writings."  Mr.  Councillor  Brisband  presided,  and 
Mr.  G.  L.  Bankes  read  an  address  to  Mr.  Dickens 
explanatory  of  the  views  of  the  donors  in  making  the 
presentation  ;  and  that  gentleman,  in  acknowledgment, 
made  an  appropriate  reply.  The  salver  formed  one  of 
the  specimens  of  Birmingham  manufacture  sent  to  the 
Great  Exhibition  by  Messrs.  Elkington  and  Co.  It 
is  manufactured  in  silver  by  electro-deposition,  and 
embraces  a  series  of  beautiful  representations  taken 
from  the  "  Iliad."  The  company  afterwards  proceeded 
to  Dee's  Hotel,  where  the  banquet  took  place.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  Hawkes,  the  Mayor  of 
Birmingham,  and  the  duties  of  vice-president  were 
•  discharged  by  Mr.  P.  Hollins.  Among  the  company 
present  were  Lord  Lyttelton,  Sir  C.  L.  Eastlake,  P. it.  A., 
Mr.  C.  Dickens,  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Sandford,  Mr.  W. 
Scholefield,  M.P.,  Mr.  Muntz,  M.P.,  Mr.  Geach,  M.P., 
Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  J.  Forster,  Mr.  J.  Pye,  Mr.  D. 
Roberts,  R.A.,  Mr.  Maclise,  R.A.,  Mr.  S.  A.  Hart,  R.A., 
Mr.  C.  R.  CockeriU,  R.A.,  Mr.  WiUmore,  R.A., 
Mr.  Pickersgill,  R.A.,  Mr.  Creswick,  R.A.,  Mr.  J. 
HolUns,  A.R.A.,  Mr.  D.  Cox,  Mr.  J.  Leech,  Mr. 
Kenney  Meadows,  and  other  gentlemen  eminent  in 
literature  and  art.  Archdeacon  Sandlord,  Sir  Charles 
Eastlake,  Mr.  Scholefield,  Mr.  Dickens,  Mr.  Forster, 
and  Lord  Lyttelton,  addressed  the  company  in  the 
course  of  the  evening. 

The  "  Memorial  from  the  Women  of  England  to  the 
Women  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  Slavery," 
agreed  to  at  the  meeting  held  last  month  at  Stafford- 
house,  has  produced  a  reply  from  a  Meeting  of  American 
Ladies  held  at  Milan.  The  following  report  of  their 
proceedings  was  transmitted  to  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  for 
publication : — At  a  meeting  of  American  ladies,  of 
Anglo-Saxon  origin,  held  at  Milan,  Lombardy,  on  the 
20th  day  of  December,  1S52,  Mrs.  Catherine  Howard  in 


the  chair,  the  following  report  was  read,  and  unanimously 
adopted  : — 

"1.  The  meeting  views  with  feelings  of  interest  the  late  doings 
of  an  assembly  of  ladles  in  London,  under  the  auspices  of  her 
Grace  the  Diiehess  of  Sutherland  and  her  noble  coadjutors,  on 
the  subject  ot  African  slavery  in  the  United  States.  2.  The 
meeting  is  deeply  sensible  of  the  evils  of  slavery,  and  will  use 
all  just  and  honourable  means  to  ameliorate,  and  finally  to 
ab  jlish  it,  wherever,  and  under  whatever  form,  it  may  now  exist. 
But,  unfortunately  for  the  efforts  of  American  ladies,  and  for 
humanity,  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  when 
honestly  examined,  is  found,  just  at  this  time,  to  be  surrounded 
with  such  appalling  dangers,  involving  the  happiness  of  their 
social  circles — the  fortunes  and  the  Uves  of  theu  fathers,  hus- 
bands, sons,  and  brothers— the  very  existence  of  the  federal 
constitution  and  the  union  of  the  States— that  it  must  not 
surprise  the  noble  ladies  ot  England  that  American  ladies  should 
recoil  with  affright  from  the  mischief  which  any  hasty  zeal  might 
occasion,  or  that  they  should  deem  it  their  present  duty  to 
remain  submissive  in  the  position  allotted  to  them  by  the 
Almighty  until  time  and  occasion  shall  render  their  agency 
useful.  3.  The  meeting  respectfully  tenders  its  thanks  to  the 
noble  and  honourable  ladies  assembled  at  Stafford-house  for  their 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  Uberty  and  the  rights  of  man,  and 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  African  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  would  earnestly  entreat  them  to  look  at  home,  and 
examine  the  condition  of  Christian  freedom  in  the  united  king- 
dom, and  then  employ  their  leisure  and  use  their  amiable  and 
powerful  iutluence,  where  it  can  be  successfully  exercised,  in 
gently  removing  those  antiquated  monopolies  and  time-worn 
restrictions  which  now  so  heavily  press  upon  and  impoverish 
their  people.  In  correcting  the  errors  and  simony  of  then  exclu- 
sive church,  in  relieving  the  land  from  burdens  of  a  complex 
hierarchy,  in  individually  adopting  the  liberal  principles  of  the 
Christian  Uturgy  of  the  church  of  America,  and  by  such  efforts, 
while  they  may  gain  for  themselves  a  well-earned  reputation  and 
an  und\  ing  historic  fame,  they  will  be  the  means  of  extending 
the  area  of  freedom,  and  insuring  to  all  men  equal  rights  and 
liberty  of  conscience.    All  which  is  respectfully  submitted." 

"CATHERINE  HOWARD,  in  the  Chair. 
JANE  GRAY,  Secretary." 

Another  reply  to  the  Memorial  of  the  Women  of 
England  has  appeared  in  the  American  papers.  It  is 
"  An  affectionate  and  Christian  Address  of  the  Women 
of  the  United  States  to  their  Sisters  the  Women  of 
England ; ' '  and  its  tone  is  entirely  that  of  recrimination. 
It  purports  to  have  its  object  to  point  out  for  redress  the 
enormous  social  evils  which  still  prevail  so  extensively, 
and  with  such  frightful  results,  in  every  part  of  this 
country.  Ireland,  education,  pauperism,  religion, 
morality,  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  factory  labour,  the 
case  of  needlewomen,  journeymen  tailoi's,  and  such 
overstocked  trades, — the  circulation  of  the  Bible,  and 
church-building,  are  the  principal  matters  dwelt  on ; 
without  reference  to  the  intense  interest,  the  wide 
agitation,  and  the  long  series  of  legislative  enactments, 
which  have  so  long  been  in  operation  here  to  ameliorate 
tlie  condition  of  all  who  come  within  the  above- 
mentioned  categories. 

Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  possess  several  farms 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  two  of  which  containing  about  six 
hundred  acres,  the  Prince  farms  himself.  Every  recent 
improvement  has  been  introduced  on  these  farms,  and 
steam-engines  are  now  performing  on  them  various 
agricultural  operations. 

The  New  Crystal  Palace  Company  have  taken  on 
lease,  for  a  term  of  ninety-nine  years  thirty-five  acres 
of  land  belonging  to  the  authorities  of  Dulwich  College. 
It  is  intended  to  form  this  laud  into  a  carriage- drive, 
which  will  add  most  materially  to  the  convenience  of 
persons  visiting  the  Exhibition. 

The  Lord  Mayor  presided  over  the  anniversary  meeting 
of  the  C'iti/  Hospice  and  Soup  Kitchen  Society  at  the 
London  Tavern,  on  the  loth  inst.  According  to  the 
report,  the  number  of  beggars  in  the  City  has  been 
reduced  from  169  to  8  or  10 ;  56  poor  destitute  women 
have  been  sheltered  and  protected,  and  several  placed 
in  situations ;  casual  poor  amounting  to  22,714  have  been 
fed  at  the  Hospice,  and  14,719  at  their  homes  ;  1360 
casual  poor  and  4300  residents  in  the  City  were  regaled 
on  Christmas  Day ;  and  on  the  free  registry  there  have 
been  entered  the  names  of  705  applicants  for  situations, 
94  of  whom  have  been  placed.  "During  the  last  ten 
weeks,  7727  poor  destitute  persons  have  been  conducted 
to  the  house  of  God  on  the  Sabbath,  by  members  of  the 
committee  and  officers  of  the  institution."  Sir  Fitzroy 
Kelly  was  the  principal  speaker :  he  moved  a  resolu- 
tion asking  for  assistance  from  the  public  to  meet  the 
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liabilities  incurred  by  the  society.  This  resolution  was 
carried;  as  well  as  another  appointing  a  deputation  to 
wait  on  the  Poor-law  Board,  to  obtain  their  sanction 
and  co-operation. 

The  Potteries'  School  of  Design  celebrated  its  sixth 
annual  nieetiug  on  the  ISth  inst.  Lord  Carlisle  pre- 
sided ;  Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Redgrave,  the  Superintendents 
of  the  Department  of  Practical  Art,  and  Mr.  Adderley 
M.  P.,  were  prtseat.  Lord  Carlisle  delivered  an  eloquent 
essay  on  pottt  ry  and  the  influence  of  art.  He  stated 
that  a  summons  to  Windsor  Castle  had  alone  prevented 
his  sister,  the  Duche.'^s  of  Suthtrland,  from  attending  the 
meeting.  The  report  stated  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  recommended  a  plan  for  the  future  organisation  of 
the  school,  and  had  agreed  to  support  it.  This  plan 
consists  in  a  central  scliool,  forming  the  head  suhool 
of  the  district,  to  be  called  the  Pottery  and  Newcastle 
School.  Government  will  grant  600^.  a  year  to  maintain 
a  head  master,  a  second  master,  and  a  modelling  master. 
The  school  is  to  be  governed  by  a  council  representing 
the  entire  district.  Under  this  head  school,  local  schools 
are  to  be  formed  for  elementary  instruction,  whence  the 
pupils  are  to  be  translerred  to  the  central  school.  The 
report  further  showed  a  balance  of  118^.  in  hand.  Sub- 
sequently, Mr.  Adderley,  Mr.  Redgrave,  Mr.  Cole,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Clark  of  liartshill,  Mr.  Minton,  and 
Others,  addressed  the  meeting;  and  the  report  was 
approved  of. 

The  reception  of  the  Amnial  Reports  from  the  Lunatic 
Asybims  at  Hamvell  a7id  Colney  Hatch,  foruii^d  part  of 
the  business  of  a  meeting  of  the  Middlesex  magistrates 
on  the  20th  inst.  The  reports  gave  a  highly  satisfactory 
account  of  the  condition  of  these  establishments.  The 
committee  of  the  Hanwell  Asylum,  in  concluding  their 
report,  make  the  following  striking  observations : — 
"  The  committee,  in  conclusion,  express  their  deep  and 
devout  gratitude  for  the  triumphant  success  that  has 
attended  their  remedial  measures,  and  on  the  entire 
absence  of  all  cruelty,  coercion,  or  needless  restraint, 
from  their  free,  contented,  and  cheerful  asylum.  Con- 
trasted with  its  present  auspicious  aspect  may  well  be 
presented  the  bolts  and  bars,  the  dungeons,  and  the 
hideous  contrivances  which  characterised  the  former 
treatment  of  the  insane.  Contrasted  with  the  quiet, 
smiling,  groups  of  clean  and  tidy  women,  engaged  in 
useful  and  beguiling  occupations,  might  once  have  been 
observed  the  figure  of  a  female  educated  and  accom- 
plished, and  described  even  by  her  heartless  keepers  as 
a  '  very  clever  lady,  and  the  mistress  of  many  lan- 
guages,' capable  of  hnlding  a  coherent  conversation, 
and  entreating  permission  to  be  allowed  a  pencil  and 
some  paper  tliat  she  might  amuse  herself  by  drawing, 
yet  secured  to  a  wall  by  an  arm  or  a  leg,  with  a  chain 
so  short  as  to  admit  only  of  standing  or  sitting  by  an 
adjoining  bench,  in  a  state  approaching  nudity,  covered 
only  by  a  loose  bhinket  gown,  and  with  bare  feet  ex- 
posed to  a  cold  wet  floor.  To  add  to  the  horror  of  the 
scene,  she  miglit  have  been  beheld,  surrounded  by  ten 
of  her  fellow-sufTerers,  chained  to  the  same  wall,  some 
totally  inanimate  and  apparently  unconscious,  and  even 
reduced  to  beastly  degradation.  Compelled  constantly 
to  witness  the  most  disgusting  idiotcy,  or  the  most  ter- 
rifying distraction  of  the  human  intellect,  and  without 
the  power  of  escape  or  remedy.  Contrasted,  too,  with 
those  active  energetic  labourers  proceeding  with  a 
willing  step  and  stalwart  frame  to  their  planting  and 
digging,  their  draining  and  hoeing,  might  once  have 
been  seen  a  man  rising  slowly  from  his  straw,  naked  but 
calm  and  inofl'ensive,  yet  instantly  seized  by  his  keeper, 
hurled  headlong  into  bed,  and  leg-locked  to  tlie  wall, 
without  inquiry  or  observation.  Contrasted  with  mild 
remonstrances  and  kind  persuasion,  might  once  have 
been  heard  the  constant  utterance  of  oaths  and  curses 
from  intemperate  and  infuriate  attendants,  conjoined 
with  instruments  of  torture  worthy  only  of  the  days  of 
the  bloody  inquisition."  Such  scenes  are  not  fictitious. 
An  eloquent  writer,  F.  O.  Martin,  Esq.,  in  giving  an 
account  of  Bethlehem  Hospital,  thus  describes  such  e 
scene  of  former  atrocity  : — "  In  one  of  the  cells  was  a 
man  who  stated  that  he  had  been  confined  for  fourteen 
years  ;  that  in  consequence  of  resenting  the  rudeness  of 
a  keeper  a  stout  iron  ring  was  fastened  round  his  neck, 
with  a  long  chain  attached,  which,  passing  through  a 


partition,  enabled  him  to  be  drawn  close  up  to  the  wall 
from  the  adjoining  cell.  To  obviite  this  treatment  he 
bound  the  chain  with  straw,  and  then  an  upright  massive 
bar  was  inserted  in  the  wall.  His  arms  were  pinioned 
to  his  sides,  his  waist  was  secured  by  two  similar  bars, 
which,  passing  over  his  shoulders,  were  riveted  to  the 
waist-bar,  both  before  and  behind.  The  iron  chain 
attached  to  the  ring  round  his  neck  was  only  twelve 
inches  long,  and  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  advance 
further  from  the  wall,  or  to  repose  in  any  other  posi- 
tion than  upon  his  back.  Yet  to  prove  the  needless- 
ness  of  the  restraint,  he  read  books  of  every  kind,  and 
conversed  coherently  on  passing  topics,  giving  rational 
and  deliberate  answers  to  questions  proposed  or  opinions 
propounded."  Opposed  to  tliis  revolting  history  is  the 
remark  of  the  commissioners  on  this  asylum — "  that  on 
their  latest  visitation  only  eight  patients  out  of  upwards 
of  960  were  placed  in  seclusion,  and  not  one  in  any 
kind  of  mechanical  restraint."  "  Such  facts  must  make 
an  impressive  and  eloquent  appeal,  and  again,  therefore, 
your  committee  pi-oclaimthe  mighty  power  of  kindness, 
combined  with  vigilance,  pi-oducing  within  the  walls  of 
asylums  for  the  insane  composure  and  contentment,  that 
insures  serenity,  and  alleviates  all  sorrow  and  distress." 

Another  re-arrangement  of  the  Catalogues  of  the 
British  Museum  Library  has  taken  place  in  the  reading 
room.  There  are,  at  present,  in  addition  to  the  old 
catalogue,  133  volumes  folio,  entirely  new,  and  300 
volumes  folio,  forming  a  new  supplemental  catalogue. 
Of  the  first  stated  number,  78  volumes  go  to  the  cata- 
loguing of  maps,  and  55  to  the  cataloguing  of  the 
musical  Avorks  belonging  to  the  library.  In  all,  the 
number  of  catalogue  folios  is  533  volumes,  two-thirds  of 
which  are  entirely  in  manuscript.  One  of  the  new 
duplicated  manuscript  catalogues,  introduced  in  1852, 
has  been  withdrawn  from  the  reading-room  this  year. 
The  whole  of  these  reference  folios  are  ranged  ready  to 
hand,  and  occupy  an  entii'e  range  of  shelves  level  with 
each  other  along  three  sides  of  the  i-eading-room. 

The  Free  Library  at  Liverpool  continues  to  be 
thronged  daily  by  hundreds  of  well-conducted  persons. 
Up  to  the  sixty-second  day  since  the  opening  of  the 
library,  32,995  books  have  been  issued  and  returned, 
which  gives  an  average  of  532  volumes  per  day,  exclusive 
of  the  readers  of  the  different  periodicals. 

The  committee  of  the  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  in 
their  annual  report  of  its  operations,  state  that  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year  16,286  indigent  sick  persons 
were  admitted  on  the  books  for  relief  at  a  cost  of 
2,553^.  4s.  Old. ;  of  these,  1,282  were  in-patients,  and 
15,204  were  out-patients  (many  of  whom  were  visited  at 
their  own  homes,  and  the  greater  part  were  restored  to 
the  blessings  of  health  and  to  their  occupations  for  the 
support  of  their  families).  These,  with  the  cases 
reported  in  former  annual  statements,  make  a  total  of 
221,144  sick  and  needy  individuals  who  have  partaken 
of  the  advantages  of  the  institution,  from  its  commence- 
ment, in  1818,  to  the  31st  December,  1852.  In  their 
last  statement,  the  committee  furnished  a  detail  of  the 
Cdses  of  accident  and  sudden  injuries  which  had  been 
brought  to  the  hospital  in  the  preceding  year.  These, 
cases  have,  during  the  last  year,  amounted  to  2,428 ; 
of  which,  324  were  so  dangerous  as  to  require  to  be 
immediately  admitted  in-patients.  Altogether,  16,286 
patients  were  admitted  during  the  last  year  ;  1,404 
were  with  letters  of  recommendation,  and  14,882  were 
admitted  without  any  recommendation. 

A  general  court  of  the  London  Orphan  Asylwn  at 
Clapton,  was  held  on  the  24th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  annual  report,  appointing  the  several 
officers  of  the  year  ensuing,  and  of  electing  into  the 
establishment,  from  a  list  of  133  candidates,  30  children 
— viz.,  8  girls  and  22  boys.  The  report  stated  that 
during  the  year  71  children,  having  completed  the 
period  of  their  stay,  left  the  asylum ;  8  died,  one  of 
them  under  the  care  of  liis  relations;  and  67  were 
admitted,  of  whom  60  were  by  election,  6  by  a  rule  of 
the  charity,  100^.  being  presented  with  each,  and  one 
upon  a  private  foundation.  Thus  it  appears  that  with 
the  30  now  elected  the  number  of  children  upon  the 
establishment  will  be  408,  making  a  total  of  2,039 
admitted  since  the  f  mndation.  The  income  for  the 
year  was     10,691/.     Ms.    id.,     and    the    expenditure 
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16,24i;.  16s.  8d.,  leaTinar  a  balance  of  450Z.  Os.  Sd.  in 
favour  of  thr  charity.  The  average  charge  of  each  child 
is  20/.  12.S.  2d.  The  necessity  of  increasing  the  building; 
so  as  to  accommodate  400  has  involved  an  expense  which 
it  is  hoped  the  sympathies  of  a  generous  public  will 
enable  the  managers  to  liquidate.  The  bequests  to  the 
institution  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  2.603/.  6s.  8d. 
The  stock  at  present  held  by  it  is  66,828/.  7s.  The 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  Lord 
Hardinge,  were  elected  presidents. 

A  crowded  meeting  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Protestant  Alliance  was  held  at  Exeter  Hall  on  the 
25th,  "to  adopt  resolutions  respecting  the  persecutions  in 
Tuscany  and  the  aspect  of  Popery  in  this  country."  The 
Lord  Mayor  was  in  the  chair.  The  meeting  was  addressed 
by  his  Lordship,  Mr.  T.  Chambers,  M.P.,'Mr.  Bevan,  the 
Earl  of  Cavau,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Baptist  Noel,  Sir  H. 
Verney,  Capt.  Trotter,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson,  and 
others.  The  fallowing  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted,  which  was  as  follows: — "  That  it  has  been  the 
desire  and  prayer  of  the  chui-ch  of  Christ,  in  all  ages, 
'  That  God's  way  may  be  known  upon  earth,  His  saving 
health  among  all  nations  ;'  that  to  the  attainment  of  this 
end  the  free  circulation  of  the  Bible  and  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel  are  the  appointed  means,  to  forbid  the  use 
of  which  means  is  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  Christ's 
kingdom,  and  to  deprive  man  of  his  highest  privilege  ; 
that  it  is  therefore  with  mingled  feelings  of  regret  and 
indignation  that  this  meeting  has  learned  that  there 
are  at  this  moment  many  Christians  immured  in  the 
dungeons  of  Tuscany,  under  no  other  charge  than  that 
of  reading  and  distributing  those  Holy  Scriptures 
'  which  are  able  to  make  men  wise  unto  salvation, 
through  faith  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.' "—"  That  this 
meeting  desires  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  by  the  Earls  of  Roden  and 
Cavan,  and  Captain  Trotter,  and  by  the  foreign 
meinbers  of  the  late  deputation  to  Tuscany,  to  obtain  a 
remission  of  the  sentence  passed  on  Francesco  and  Rosa 
Madiai;  and  ha\ing  now  seen  the  fruitlessness  of  any 
appeal  to  the  humanity  or  the  justice  of  the  Tuscan 
government,  it  authorises  a  memorial  to  be  signed  by 
the  chairman,  and  presented  to  her  most  gracious 
Majesty,  praying  that,  if  that  government  should  con- 
tinue to  disregard  the  intercessions  of  the  Protestant 
states  of  Europe,  her  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  take 
into  her  consideration  the  propriety  of  discontinuing  all 
diplomatic  relations  with  a  court  which  could  thus  show 
itself  indifferent  alike  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
to  the  claims  of  international  friendship  and  courtesy." — 
"That  regarding  the  late  proceedings  in  Tuscany  as 
indicative  of  the  real  character  of  Popery  in  its 
dominant  condition,  and  as  furnishing  the  fullest 
disproof  of  all  those  representations  that  its  character 
has  been  ameliorated,  by  which  the  British  people  have 
been  deluded  for  many  years  past — this  meeting  renews 
its  protest  against  all  national  encouragement  of  a  system 
so  adverse  to  the  commands  of  God,  and  so  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  man.  Especially  it  adopts  petitions 
to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  praying  for  the  discon- 
tinuance of  the  endowment  of  Maynooth  college  ;  and 
for  the  enactment  of  some  provision  which  shall  secure 
the  due  inspection  and  proper  regulation  of  all  nunneries 
and  convents  in  the  United  Kingdom." 

A  Lending  Library  and  Reading  Room  are  about  to 
be  established  in  Windsor  Great  Park,  for  the  use  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  others  in  the  employ  of  the  Crown,  who 
live  in  the  neighbourhood.  "  His  royal  highness  has 
most  kindly  permitted  the  appropriation  of  two  of  the 
lower  rooms  at  Cumberland  Lodge  to  this  purpose,  and 
has  ordered  that  they  should  be  suitably  furnished.  The 
subscription  has  been  fixed  at  6c?.  per  quarter. 
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Her  Majesty  and  Prince  Albert  have  again  testified 
their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  labourmg  classes  by  a 
joint  donation  of  150/.  towards  the  funds  of  the  "  Public 
Baths  and  Wash-houses  Committee,"  making  a  total  of 
650/.  given  by  them  for  the  "  Model  establishment  in 
Goulston-square,  WhitechapelV 

The   Queen    gave   the   first  of  a  series   of  dramatic 


representations  at  Windsor  Castle  on  the  7th  inst.  The 
play  was  the  second  part  of  Shakspeare's  King  Henry 
the  Fourth. 

The  Earl  and  Countess  of  Eglinton  held  their  fare- 
well reception  on  thp  3rd  inst.,  at  Dublin  Castle,  and  the 
attendance,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable  state  of 
the  weather,  was  the  largest  for  a  very  long  time  past, 
and  must  be  regarded  as  a  gratifying  testimony  of  public 
approval  of  the  principles  which  guided  Lord  Eglinton 
in  his  government  of  Ireland.  The  Lord  Mayor  and 
Corporation  presented  an  address  which  was  "adopted 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Town  Council.  In  his 
reply,  the  Earl  deprecated  the  abolition  of  the  Vice- 
royalty.  "I  think"  he  said,  "that  such  a  measure 
would  inflict  iri'cparable  injury  on  this  citv  —  that 
it  would  be  a  wanton  outrage  on  the  feulines  of 
the  people  of  this  country  —  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  out,  satisfactorily,  the  changes 
which  it  would  render  necessary — and  that  it  would  be 
an  unworthy  act  of  imperial  parsimony."  The  officers 
of  Dublin  garrison  took  this  occasion  of  presenting  the 
Countess  of  Eglinton  with  a  magnificent  bracelet,  set 
with  brilliants  and  emeralds,  and  bearing  the  inscription  : 
"  To  Teresa,  Countess  of  Eglintnn  and  Winton,  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Staff  and  Household,  in  memory  of  1852." 

The  Hon.  Miss  Stapleton,  sister  of  Lord  Beaumont, 
has  renounced  the  errors  of  Popery.  She  received  the 
sacrament  at  Carlton  church  on  Christmas  day. 

The  will  of  the  late  Duke  of  AVellington  is  to  be 
proved  under  the  sum  of  800,000/.  It  has  at  last  been 
decided  that  the  car  which  conveyed  bis  remains  to 
St.  Paul's  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Repository  at  Wool- 
wich, and  the  pall  used  upon  the  occasion  of  the  funeral 
in  Chelsea  hospital. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  has  con.sented  to  become  a 
vice-president  of  the  Royal  Highland  School  Society, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  his  father. 

Lord  Denman  has  been  dangerously  ill  at  Nice. 
He  has  had  a  paralytic  attack,  but  is  said  to  he 
convalescent. 

Mr.  Bailey,  the  sculptor,  has  just  completed  the 
model  of  a  colossal  statue  of  the  late  George  Stephenson, 
which,  when  executed  in  marble,  is  to  be  placed  on 
one  of  the  landings  of  the  grand  staircase  at  the  end  of 
the  great  hall  at  the  Euston-square  station. 

Dr.  Hawtrey,  Head  Master,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Provostship  of  Eton  College,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Reverend  Francis  Hodgson. 

The  late  Mr.  Philips,  of  Brunswick-square,  has  left, 
by  bequest,  a  sum  of  about  6000/.  for  the  purpose  of 
founding  a  professorship  of  the  physical  sciences  in  St. 
David's  College.  The  principal  and  professors  have 
elected  to  the  office  the  Rev.  J.  Matthews,  M.A.,  of 
St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  Thomas  Mitchell,  Surveyor- 
General  of  New  South  Wales,  who  has  just  arrived 
from  that  colony,  has  brought  with  him  a  diamond  of 
good  form  and  of  the  finest  water,  weighing  three- 
quarters  of  a  carat,  found  at  the  gold-diggings  at  Ophir, 
West  of  Bathurst.  Sir  Thomas  has  presented  this 
specimen,  as  also  one  of  sapphire  found  in  the  same 
locality,  to  the  Museum  of  Practical  Geology. 

Sir  B.  Lytton  Bulwer,  Bart.,  returned  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent,  to  his  tenants  at  the  last  audit,  at  Kneh- 
worth  Park,  Herts. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  author  of"  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin,''  is  about  to  visit  this  country  with  her  husband. 
She  has  lately  received  a  letter  trom  Dr.  Wardlaw, 
tendering  her,  in  behalf  of  a  number  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen  in  Glasgow,  an  invitation  to  visit  England 
at  their  expense.  This  invitation  she  has  accepted, 
and  she  will  soon  leave  the  United  States  for  Liverpool. 

Inspector  Field  has  received  from  Sir  R.  Mayne,  the 
Commissioner  of  Metropolitan  Police,  a  first-elass  cer- 
tificate of  good  conduct,  and  from  the  late  Government, 
a  pension  of  126/.  per  annum. 

Mr.  G.  Cornewall  Lewis  is  to  be  Editor  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Empson. 

Dr.  Max  MuUer,  a  personal  friend  of  Chevalier 
Bunsen,  the  Prussian  minister  at  this  court,  and  who 
has  resided  for  several  years  in  England,  has  been 
appointed  to  a  lectureship  of  modem  literature  in  the 
University  of  O.xford. 
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LiEUTENAN'T  D.  O'Brien  Casev  died  at  Greenwich  Hospital 
ou  the  27th  Dec.  This  gallant  old  officer  was  midshipman  of 
the  Hermione  m  1797,  at  the  time  that  the  crew  mutinied 
and  barba  ously  massacred  all  the  officers  with  the  exception 
of  the  master  and  himself. 

The  Rev.  Fkancis  Hodoson,  B.D.,  Provost  of  Eton  College, 
died  on  the  29th  Dec,  in  the  seventy-second  ycat  of  his  age. 

General  the  Eakl  of  Stair  died  on  the  10th  inst.  at  his 
seat,  Oxenfoord  Castle,  Mid-Lothian,  in  the  eighty-second 
year  of  his  age. 


Dr.  Pereira,  F.R.S.,  died  suddenly  on  the  20th  inst.  at  his 
residence  in  Finsbury-square,  iu  his  forty-ninth  year. 

Mr.  Thomas  Harper,  the  celebrated  performer  on  the 
Trumpet,  died  suddenly  on  the  20th  inst.,  in  his  sixty-sixth 
year. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  died  at  his  seat,  Eywood,  near 
Kington,  Herefordshire,  ou  the  19th  inst.,  in  his  forty-fourth 
year. 

Earl  Beauchamp,  died  ou  the  22nd  inst.,  at  his  house  in 
Portnian-square  :  he  )ias  left  no  is.sue. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  latest  accounts  by  the  Overland  India  Mail 
from  Bombay  are  to  the  17th  December,  and  from 
Kangoon  to  the  26th  November.  General  Godwin,  in 
person,  commanding  a  force  of  1200  men  and  two  guns, 
took  Pegu  on  the  2 1st  November.  The  town  was  strongly 
fortified,  and  the  garrison  is  variously  estimated  at  from 
3000  to  5000  men.  In  order  to  storm  the  enemy's  position 
at  its  weakest  point,  the  British  forces  advanced  along 
the  edge  of  the  wet  ditch  defending  the  front  of  Pegu  ; 
and  as  our  troops  advanced  through  the  tall  grass,  the 
Burmese  marched  along  the  ramparts  in  a  parallel 
direction,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire.  This  operation 
lasted  for  two  hours  ;  and  the  British  lost  six  men  killed 
and  thirty-two  wounded.  At  length  the  shallow  part  of 
the  moat  was  i-eached ;  the  troops  dashed  through  the 
mud  and  water,  the  Burmese  fled,  and  Pegu  was  taken. 
The  flying  enemy  were  not  pursued.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  early  in  the  campaign  Major  Cotton,  with 
300  men,  captured  Pegu  without  a  single  casualty. 
Subsequently  the  town  was  abandoned ;  the  Burmese 
again  took  possession,  and  made  the  most  of  the  interval 
by  strengthening  the  fortifications.  The  main  British 
army  still  remained  inactive  at  Prome  under  Sir  John 
Cheape.  It  is  remarked  in  the  correspondence  from 
Rangoon,  that  the  Burmese  have  been  very  diligent, 
and  mostly  successful,  in  picking  out  commanding  points 
along  the  Irrawaddy  between  Rangoon  and  Prome,  for 
the  erection  of  batteries,  to  obtain  a  full  range  of  the 
channel  in  order  to  interrupt  the  course  of  the  steameis. 
They  have  repeatedly  fired  upon  the  smaller  steamers. 
A  little  below  Prome,  there  is  a  height  called  Akoktoung : 
Captain  Gardner  was  sent  with  some  native  infantry  in 
the  Enterprise  to  this  point,  with  orders  to  visit  it  every 
day:  he  landed  for  the  first  time  on  the  18th  November, 
and  safely  marched  over  one  of  the  elevations  ;  next  day 
he  landed  again,  and  marched  up  to  the  other,  on  the 
summit  of  which  are  two  pagodas ;  as  he  approached  a 
fire  was  opened,  by  signal,  from  a  party  in  ambush. 
Captain  Gardner  and  his  havildar  were  killed ;  and  the 
rest  of  the  party  fled  to  the  steamer,  leaving  behind  the 
body  of  their  commander.  The  Calcutta  Englishman 
states  that  the  annexation  of  Pegu  and  Prome  has  been 
determined  on,  but  that  General  Godwin  has  been 
strictly  forbidden  to  operate  beyond  the  line  of  the  tract 
of  country  to  be  annexed.  If  this  is  true,  there  will  be 
no  advance  on  Ava,  and  we  shall  have  simply  seized  a 
portion  of  the  Burmese  territory.  The  Aeng  Pass  is  not 
included  within  the  proposed  limits ;  and  the  Burmese 
were  erecting  stockades  on  their  own  side  of  the  Pass. 


The  last  Australian  Mail  has  brought  letters  and 
journals  from  Sydney  to  the  9th  and  from  Adelaide  to 
the  18th  November.  The  Legislative  Council  of  New 
South  Wales  adjourned  on  the  2nd  October  till  the  23rd 
November.  As  Sir  John  Pakington  had  placed  the 
gold-revenue  at  their  disposal,  fresh  estimates  of  income 
and  expenditure  had  to  be  framed  ;  and  a  select  committee 
■was  appointed,  with  power  to  sit  during  the  recess  and 
report  at  the  opening  of  next  session.  Beyond  this,  the 
only  important  legislative  news  is  that  the  government 
had  obtained  permission  to  bring  in  the  two  companies 
of  soldiers,  which  the  governor,  unconstitutionally,  as 
it  was  alleged,  applied  for  in  1851,  when  no  council  was 
sitting.  There  was  a  bill  before  the  legislature  for 
imposing  an  export-duty  on  gold.  The  most  striking 
news  is  from  the  Diggings  at  Mount  Alexander.  There,  on 


the  23rd  October,  the  diggers  held  a  "  monster  meeting," 
and  agreed  to  a  memorial  to  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
Victoria  praying  for  an  efilcient  police  to  protect  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  diggers.  At  a  place  called 
Moonlight  Flat,  Forest  Creek,  the  centre  of  the  mining 
district  of  Mount  Alexander,  a  temporary  stage  was 
erected,  and  around  it  nearly  four  thousand  diggers 
assembled.  The  proceedings  are  of  remarkable  interest. 
Mr.  Wells  moved  the  adoption  of  the  memorial  to  the 
lieutenant-governor,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Per- 
kins Wood.  Mr.  AVood  expressed  his  firm  conviction, 
that  as  government  would  continue  to  do  nothing, 
something  must  be  done  by  the  diggers  themselves.  He 
might  be  thought  too  sanguine,  but  it  struck  him, 
looking  at  that  vast  collection  of  stalwart  frames  and 
intelligent  faces,  that  the  anniversary  of  their  meeting 
would  hereafter  be  regarded  as  a  red-letter  day  in  the 
Colonial  calendar — a  bright  page  in  the  history  of  young 
Australia — a  day  that  they  would  hail  with  pride,  and 
their  descendants  regard  with  grateful  reverence.  He 
had  heard  within  the  last  few  moments  that  his  Excel- 
lency the  governor  was  likely  to  pass  that  way  during 
the  meeting.  What  a  singular  coincidence  !  He  hoped, 
if  such  were  the  case,  that  his  Excellency  would  be 
respectfully  invited  to  remain  and  witness  their  pro- 
ceedings. (Voices — "We'll  put  him  in  the  chair.") 
No,  don't  do  that;  he  has  to  ai-bitrate  between  many 
interests,  but  should  not  be  identified  with  any  particular 
one.  Treat  him  with  the  respect  due  to  his  station,  and 
give  him  credit  for  acting  up  to  the  information  he 
receives  from  his  suboi-dinates.  He  was  satisfied  that 
many  of  their  complaints  never  reached  the  Governor's 
ear.  Permanent  prosperity  was  incompatible  with 
robberies  and  outrages  such  as  they  suflFered  from.  If 
the  Governor  complied  with  their  request,  he  would  have 
no  need  of  troops  from  England.  He  coiild  command 
"  the  services  of  a  grateful  people,  and  rest  assured  that 
fifty  thousand  diggers  would,  when  necessar}',  become 
his  body  guard — his  special  constables."  INIr.  Taylor 
recommended  respectful  language,  and  strong  measures. 
He  wished  for  a  clause  intimating  the  intention  of  the 
diggers  to  withhold  the  license-fees  until  the  15th  of  next 
month  ;  and  if  their  just  demands  were  not  then  in 
eoui-se  of  being  complied  with,  to  refuse  payment  of  the 
fees  altogether.  If  they  stopped  the  supplies,  a  police 
would  soon  be  established.  It  was  indeed  said  that 
police  were  coming  out  from  Ireland ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  was  the  present  state  of  things  to  continue  ?  Were 
men  to  be  beaten  and  robbed  when  they  had  money,  and 
shot  by  the  bushrangers  when  they  had  no  money  ? 
Let  the  diggers  show  his  Excellency  tliat  they  meant 
what  they  said,  and  were  resolved  to  have  protection. 
Look  at  tVie  frightful  atrocity  committed  recently  at 
Friar's  Creek,  where  four  monsters  in  human  form 
violated  a  helpless  female.  Was  it  for  permitting  such 
things  that  the  governor  should  be  lauded  or  his  memory 
respected?  (Cheers.)  If  he  was  powerless  to  prevent  such 
things,  why  should  he  waste  so  much  of  their  money 
with  the  mockery  of  protection  ?  There  was  a  scheme 
in  preparation  by  which  probably  security  could  be 
attained  ;  but  that  would  now  perhaps  be  set  aside  to 
wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  Irish  police,  and  in  the  mean 
time  robbery  and  violence  would  run  rampant  through 
the  land.  Mr.  Bryce  Ross  asked  how  many  would 
refuse  to  pay  the  licence-J'ee  ?  "  All !  "  was  the  answer. 
Voices  cried  out  that  they  must  stick  to  each  other,  and 
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open  lists  for  mutual  protection.  At  this  moment  a 
Captain  Harrison  rose,  unfurling  a'flag,  which  a  digger 
planted  in  a  tree—"  That  flag,"  said  Captain  Harrison, 
"  is  the  destiny  of  Victoria.  Every  man  must  see  that 
Victoria  will  soon  have  a  flag  of  her  own,  and  the  sooner 
she  unfurls  her  flag  the  sooner  she  will  go  ahead  as  she 
ought."  (Cheers.)  The  cuckoo  sang  God  save  the  Queen 
merely  hecause  she  was  Queen  ;  but  our  Queen  deserved 
and  enjoyed  the  love  and  respect  of  her  subjects  of  every 
rank  at  home,  although  her  beneficence  could  not  be 
felt  in  this  colony.  They  were  under  a  complete  auto- 
cracy— they  were  the  very  serfs  of  Downing  Street 
despotism.  The  disai-ming  of  the  people  was  talked  of 
in  the  Council.  ("Let  them  try  that  on.")  Captain 
Harrison  gave  some  useful  advice  respecting  the  firing 
of  arms  at  nightfiil  in  the  diggings.  It  should  be  a 
rule  on  the  diggings  that  no  man  should  discharge  his 
fire-arms  after  nightfal,  unless  his  tent  or  person  were 
assailed ;  and  then  the  report  would  be  an  understood 
signal  for  his  neighbours  to  rush  to  his  assistance.  They 
should  even  be  careful  of  their  lead ;  it  might  be  wanted, 
and  there  was  no  use  in  wasting  it ;  at  present,  the 
pi'actice  of  firing  at  night  was  so  common,  that  if  a  man 
discharged  a  gun  in  self-defence  it  would  attract  no 
attention  or  help,  although  plenty  of  friends  might  be 
within  hearing  of  the  report.  The  memorial  was  adopted 
without  Mr.  Taylor's  additional  clause ;  and  they  also 
agreed  t  i  a  petition  against  the  proposed  gold-e.xport- 
duty.  Both  documents  were  moderate  in  expression, 
and  well  written.  The  University  of  Sidney  was  opened 
"with  some  ostentation  of  ceremonial,"  says  the  !Sidney 
Empire,  on  the  11th  October.  The  matriculated  students 
were  twenty-three  in  number.  The  yield  of  gold  in  all 
the  settlements  was  as  great  as  ever;  and  some  new 
fields  had  just  been  discovered.  There  was  still  a  want 
of  labour  for  agriculture,  and  a  rather  too  plentiful 
supply  of  unfit  men. 

Accounts  from  Neiv  Zealand  state  that  coal  has  now 
been  discovered  at  Wangarai,  as  well  as  al  Waikato  and 
Nelson.  The  vein  is  said  to  be  of  good  quality  and  of 
considerable  extent.  Copper  has  been  found'near  the 
Dun  Mountain,  about  eight  miles  from  Nelson.  It  was 
thought  that  the  great  current  of  emigrants  setting 
towards  Australia  would  only  last  for  a  time  ;  and  that 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  population  would  be  found 
in  an  inci-eased  demand  for  New  Zealand  products.  In 
fact,  many  vessels  from  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
had  arrived  and  were  loading  with  provisions. 


Intelligence  from  TVoi  Dieme7i's  Land  has  been 
received  to  the  26th  of  October.  The  following  is  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Hobart  Town  : — "  Provisions 
are  getting  very  dear,  owing  to  the  vast  emigration  into 
Victoria.  Flour  is  now  40/.  a  ton,  and  likely  to  be  high 
for  some  time,  which  is  all  against  the  diggers,  and  in 
favour  of  our  farmers,  who,  if  they  would  abide  by  their 
usual  avocations,  would  do  as  well  as  at  the  gold  fields. 
It  is  estimated  that  at  this  season  almost  one-third  less 
land  is  under  crop,  partly  from  the  very  wet  season  we 
have  had,  and  partly  from  the  scarcity  of  labour,  and 
many  of  our  small  farmers  neglecting  cultivation  for 
gold-digging,  so  that  the  imports  of  flour  into  Victoria 
will  require  for  a  time  to  be  considerable.  We  think, 
however,  that  a  good  portion  of  emigrants — those  espe- 
cially who  have  families — will  settle  here  eventually,  as 
our  island  presents  many  advantages  in  soil,  climate,  &c., 
for  agricultural  purposes  ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  Convict 
Prevention  Act,  most  of  that  class  will  find  their  way  to 
the  diggings.  We  feel  much  the  v/ant  of  labour,  and 
could  absorb  many  thousands  in  Van  Diemen's  Land 
immediately.  The  girls  that  we  had  out  last  year  from 
the  Irish  workhouses,  although  ignorant  beyond  belief, 
and  Koman  Catholics,  were  sober,  honest,  and  indus- 
trious, and  have  been  of  great  benefit  as  domestic 
servants,  and  all  of  good  character,  able  and  willing  to 
work.  We  hope  it  may  not  be  long  before  we  get  a 
fair  supply  of  respectable  labour.  Gold  is  produced  in 
increased  quantity  as  the  population  increases.  The 
price  here  is  now  70«.  per  oz. 


The  accounts  from  the  Cajje  of  Good  Hope  are  to  the 
ISih  of  Dec-:-::il)ri'.     Few  events  had  occurred  since  the 


previous  intelligence,  which  can  be  regarded  as  indica- 
tive of  the  prospects  of  the  war.  None  of  the  proscribed 
chiefs  have  yet  been  given  up.  Another  of  those  unfor- 
tunate "surprises"  by  the  enemy  which  have  so  often 
during  the  war  provedjatal  to  small  parties  of  our  force, 
has  lately  occurred.  About  twenty  of  Montagu's  Horse, 
under  Captain  Villiers,  were  passing  between  Ohumie 
Camp  and  the  Kieskamma  Hock,  and  the  road  being 
steep  they  had  dismounted  and  were  leading  their 
horses,  with  their  rifles  incautiously  left  slung  in  the 
buckets  attached  to  their  saddles.  Suddenly  about  100 
rebel  Hottentots  fell  upon  them  and  commenced  firing, 
upon  which  the  whole  party  fled,  leaving  five  guns  and 
ten  horses  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  besides  two  which 
were  killed.  Captain  Villiers  was  slightly  wounded 
and  one  of  his  men  dangerously.  A  party  from  Chumie 
Camp,  under  Captain  Rennie,  73rd  regiment,  at  once 
proceeded  to  the  spot,  but  the  foe  had  vanished  with  his 
bootj'.  The  captured  Slambie  chief  Seyolo  has  been 
brought  down  by  sea  to  Cape  Town,  and  lodged  in  the 
town  prison  until  arrangements  are  made  for  his  safe* 
custody  in  the  neighbouring  village  of  AVynberg.  When 
the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  by  which  he  was  tried 
at  Graham's  Town  was  read  to  him,  condemning  him 
to  be  "  shot  to  death  by  musketry,"  he  is  said  to  have 
betrayed  no  emotion ;  but  when  informed  that  his 
sentence  was  to  be  commuted,  and  that  he  was  to  be 
carried  over  the  sea,  he  was  overcome  with  alarm,  and 
appeared  to  regard  this  doom  as  much  more  terrible 
than  that  first  pronounced  against  him.  He  is  accom- 
panied by  one  of  his  wives,  a  counsellor  of  his  tribe  and 
his  wife,  and  a  female  servant.  The  governor  has  piro- 
ceeded  with  a  force  of  2000  men  into  the  Orange  River 
territory,  having  first  issued  the  following  procla- 
mation : — 

"  Know  all  cliiefs  and  men  of  all  classes  and  tribes  within  Her 
Majesty's  domiuions  of  the  Orange  Kiver  territory,  that  I  am 
come  among  you  to  administer,  in  the  Queen's  name,  justice  and 
right  equally  to  all.  I  am  come  not  to  make  war,  but  to  settle 
all  disputes  and  to  establish  the  blessings  of  peace. 

"  I  therefore  order  and  command  you  all  to  remain  quiet,  each 
of  you  within  your  own  country,  and  to  await  and  abide  by  my 
judgment  and  decision. 

"  I  have  with  me  sufBcient  of  the  Queen's  troops  to  inforce 
obedience,  and  to  punish  with  rigour  and  severity  any  chief, 
class,  or  tribe  who  may  dare  to  resist  my  lawful  authority. 

"AH  loyal  subjects  of  the  Queen  will  be  ready  to  join  me 
should  I  deem  it  necessary  to  call  upon  them  for  their  co-opera- 
tion against  any  conttunacious  offenders." 

His  Excellency  crossed  the  Orange  River  on  the  30th 
of  November. 

A  letter  dated  the  5th  of  December,  gives  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  den  of  the  formidable  chief 
Macomo  : — "We  went  on  an  expedition  the  other  day 
to  Macomo's  den,  which  is  sittiated  at  a  short  distance 
from  this  fort,  and  as  there  were  only  twelve  of  us,  you 
may  infer  that  the  Waterkloof  is  completely  cleared. 
This  den  is  a  number  of  caverns  at  the  top  of  Fuller's 
Hoek,  and  the  approach  to  them  is  most  difficult  from 
the  rugged  nature  of  the  ground.  We  I'ound  several 
skulls,  one  of  which  seemed  to  be  that  of  a  European. 
There  were  also  old  karosses,  leather,  tobacco,  bags, 
pumpkins,  water-bottles,  and  a  good  knife.  A  skeleton 
was  found  there  a  day  or  two  ago  wrapped  up  in  a 
kaross,  with  the  skeleton  of  a  dog  lying  at  its  head. 
Another  skeleton  was  near  it,  also  wrapped  up  in  a 
kaross,  and  from  the  material  about  it,  was  evidently 
that  of  some  one  who  had  been  killed  by  a  rocket. 
There  are  plenty  of  graves  of  the  poor  soldiers  about, 
many  of  which  had  been  dug  up  either  by  jackals,  or  by 
Cafi'res  in  order  to  get  the  blankets." 


Accounts  from  New  Brunswick  state  that  a  public 
meeting  was  held  at  St.  John's  on  the  23d  November, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  negotiations  now  pending 
between  the  English  and  American  Governments,  and 
to  protest  against  any  settlement  of  the  question  until 
New  Brunswick  shall  have  been  fairly  consulted  in  the 
matter.  There  were  present  probaldy  1-30  persons.  The 
prevailing  sentiment  among  the  speakers  was,  that  equal 
privileges  in  the  fisheries  should  not  be  granted  without 
receiving  a  full  equivalent,— such  as  the  registry  of 
province  vessels  in  American  ports,  the  privileges  of  the 
coasting-trade,  as  well  as  an  intercliange  of  commodities 
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of  certain  descriptions.  A  resolution  was  passed  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  an  address 
praying  that  the  Quoen  will  refuse  to  entertain  anj 
proposition  from  the  United  States  Government  for  any 
modification  or  alteration  of  the  treaty  of  1818,  unless 
such  a  proposition  embraces  the  full  and  entire  question 
of  reciprocal  inttrcourie  in  commerce  and  navigation, 
upon  terms  that  will  be  just  and  reasonable ;  and  that, 
before  any  treaty  aflecting  the  fisheries  is  agreed  upon, 
her  Majesty  will  afford  her  subjects  in  the  provinces  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  terms 
proposed  in  said  treaty,  and  of  laying  their  case  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne. 

Accounts  from  Quebec  to  the  14th  December  state 
that  the  cholera,  after  killing  144  persons,  had  left  the 
city.  The  stock  of  timber  was  unusually  large,  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  vessels  to  transport  it 
to  the  English  market. 

Montreal  papers  of  the  18th  say,  that  Mr.  Logan,  a 
local  geologist,  had  just  returned  from  Sherbroke, 
j-eporting  large  gold  placers  in  that  locality.  This  is 
the  second  gold-discovery  in  Canada.  The  other  is  said 
to  be  on  the  Chaudiere. 


The  intelligence  from  the  West  Indies  relates  chiefly 
to  the  mortality  from  yellow  fever,  which  is  described  as 
frightful.  Colonel  O'Brien,  the  deputy  adjutant-general, 
has  died  at  Barbadoes,  after  three  days'  illness.  The 
garrison  at  Barbadoes  was  healthy.  Her  Majesty's  ship 
Scorpion  left  St.  Thomas  on  the  19th  \ilt.,  for  Santa 
Cruz,  with  a  very  heavy  sick  list.  At  St.  Thomas's, 
where  the  fever  had  raged  greatly,  it  was  diminishing, 
owing  to  the  regular  breezes  which  had  set  in.  iMany 
of  the  ships  were  moored  outside  the  harbour,  for 
change  of  air,  and  others  had  lost  their  commanders, 
and  had  not  sufficient  men  to  put  to  sea.  It  is  believed 
that  the  uuhealthiness  of  St.  Thomas  arises  from  its 
being  a  great  coal  depot.  A  great  quantity  of  rain  has 
saturated  the  coal,  and  the  action  of  the  heat  on  this  wet 
mass  'nas  caused,  it  is  supposed,  the  evolution  of  a  gas, 
which,  with  the  malaria  of  yellow  fever  pervading  the 
atmosphere,  has  caused  the  great  mortality  amongst  the 
homeward-bound  West  India  packets  wliich  touch  at 
the  above-named  island.  Among  the  casualties  abroad 
is  the  death  by  drowning  of  Mr.  Rowlat,  acting  chief 
officer  of  the  Derwent.  He  fell  overboard  in  the  dark 
■while  leaving  Barbadoes.  His  appointment  as  chief 
officer  was  on  its  way  out  when  he  fell  overboard. 


In  British  Guia?ia  a  large  meeting  was  held  at 
Georgetown  on  the  22nd  December ;  and  resolutions 
were  passed  strongly  condemning  the  "  continued  and 
increasing  irregularity  in  the  performance  by  the  Royal 
Mail  Steam-packet  Company  of  the  postal  service 
between  the  colony  and  Great  Britain."  They  state 
that  repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain 
remediul  measures,  without  success ;  that  the  cause  of 
the  irregularities  lies  in  the  absence  of  Transatlantic  or 
Intercolonial  steamers  of  sufficient  power ;  and  they 
pray  that  the  penalties  for  the  repeated  breaches  of 
contract  may  be  enforced  by  the  Admiralty.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  memorial  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONISATION. 

Mr.  AVilliam  Howitt  has  written  a  letter  to  a  contem- 
porary, r'flM<iOMiH^£m((7ranifs  to. 4  j«s<;-c(/ino(7««(S(:to/,u';!(7 
out  Bank  of  England  Notes.  This  letter  is  dated  Port 
Phillip,  Sept.  20  ;  and  in  it  he  says.  Bank  of  England 
notes  "  are  utterly  refused  here,  even  by  the  bankers, 
except  at  a  discount  of  20  per  cent.  Numbers  of  persons 
are  coming  out  daily.  There  are  a  thousand  arriving  at 
this  port  per  diem,  and  not  ten  men  out  of  each  thousand 
are  aware  of  this  fact.  In  the  ship  in  which  I  came — 
the  Kent — there  were  numbers  struck  with  consterna- 
tion at  the  news.  Some  lost  from  40^.  to  100^.  by  their 
Bank  of  England  notes ;  almost  every  one  something, 
more  or  less.  Whoever  brings  Bank  of  England  paper 
wiU  assuredly  and  inevitably  be  mulcted  of  one  fifth  of 
his  money.     I  speak  from  actual  experience." 

Mrs.  Chisholm  delivered  an  address  on  Aitstraliati 
Emigration  to  a  numerous  meeting  at  the  Mechanics 


Institution,  Greenwich,  on  the  4th.  As  usual  it  was 
full  of  interesting*  information  and  advice.  She 
mentioned,  that  the  majority  of  those  who  came  to  her 
for  information  with  regard  to  emigration  were  about 
50  years  of  age,  and  were  probably  led  to  do  so  by  a 
dread  of  the  workhouse.  The  emigration  which  was 
now  going  on,  though  large,  was  of  a  trivial  character 
compared  to  what  might  be  expected  to  take  place 
during  the  present  year.  Many  of  its  features  too,  were 
of  a  melancholy  character,  and  it  became  all  who  had 
any  influence  to  endeavour  to  mitigate  the  evils.  Of  the 
married  men  who  were  emigrating,  at  least  60  per  cent., 
she  believed,  were  leaving  their  wives  and  children  in 
this  country,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  be  able  to 
remit  money  to  pay  for  their  passage,  and  whether 
emigration  should  become  respectable  or  not,  whether  it 
should  become  moral  or  not,  depended  greatly  on  the 
means  which  such  men  had  of  carrying  out  their  wishes. 
The  last  mail  which  arrived  brought  money  from  her 
husband,  who  was  in  Melbourne,  and  who  had  no  clerk 
or  other  person  to  assist  him,  to  the  amount  of  2,374^., 
composed  entirely  of  remittances  from  working  men. 
One  man  sent  60/.  for  three  sisters ;  another  42/.  for  his 
two  children;  the  balance,  after  paying  for  their  passage, 
about  -0/  to  be  given  to  the  children's  grandfivther  and 
grandmother  for  their  care  of  the  children  ;  110/.  was 
sent  by  a  young  man  for  his  parents  and  all  the  family  ; 
another  sent  50/.  to  bring  two  brothers  ;  182/.  w  ?  sent 
by  a  young  man  who  was  married  and  had  a  fami.y,  and 
who  had  been  in  the  colony  two  years,  to  take  his  parents 
from  America.  After  mentioning  several  similar  in- 
stances, she  observed  that  it  was  thus  proved  that  the 
English  as  well  as  the  Irish  were  willing  to  remit  money 
to  pay  for  the  passage  of  their  relatives  and  friends, 
and  ail  they  wanted  now  was  a  safe  and  convenient  mode 
of  remittance.  She  recommended  that  intending  gold- 
diggers  should  form  themselves  into  parties  here,  instead 
of  forming  connexions  in  the  colonies  ;  such  a  party,  she 
said,  fifty  in  number,  was  now  preparing  to  emigrate. 
But  the  extensive  emigration  was  producing  great  desti- 
tution among  the  families  left  behind.  Husbands  were 
leaving  their  wives  and  children,  young  men  were 
leaving  their  sisters  and  aged  parents,  and  these  were 
distributed  over  twenty-eight  jjarishes.  There  was  no 
desertion  in  the  ordinary  sense^the  object  was  the 
benefit  of  all  concerned.  Still  there  must  be  many  diffi- 
culties on  both  sides.  The  voyage  of  the  diggers  would 
occupy  pei'haps  four  months,  and  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances  five  months  must  elapse  before 
they  would  be  at  work.  Gold  being  a  marketable  article, 
they  might  then  assist  their  families  at  once  if  they  could 
only  send  it  home  througli  a  Post  Office  order;  but 
having  no  such  convenience,  they  must  wait  till  they  had 
accumulated  enough  to  make  it  worth  their  while  to  go 
to  Melbourne  to  sell  it ;  and  before  any  coxild  reach 
England  their  families  might  be  on  the  parish.  To  her 
own  knowledge  there  were  11,000  husbands  at  the 
diggings  already,  and  it  was  frightful  to  think  what 
their  families  might  endure.  She  strongly  objected  to 
the  sending  of  young  girls  to  the  colonies  as  charity  girls, 
and  advised  parents  who  were  sending  out  their  sons  to 
give  them  very  little  money  indeed ;  a  small  tent  and  a 
month's  provision  would  be  better  than  a  10/.  note.  She 
had  received  a  very  interesting  order  for  an  iron  school- 
room for  the  diggings.  A  schoolroom  for  little  children 
would  tell  on  the  moral  character  of  the  colonists,  and 
many  might  be  led  by  it  to  perform  their  duty  to  those 
who  were  left  behind,  as  well  as  those  who  were  there. 
On  returning  to  the  colony,  in  August  next,  it  was  her 
intention  to  take  with  her  at  least  500  respectable  females. 
She  was  already  filling  up  her  list ;  all  would  pay  for 
their  passage  ;  and  she  was  determined  to  do  nothing  to 
pauperise  the  character  of  female  emigrants.  5/.  was 
the  sum  which  she  considered  it  necessary  for  every 
female  to  have  on  arriving;  and  all  she  required  was 
power  to  see  the  money  properly  applied  in  each  case 
until  a  situation  had  been  obtained.  Ignorant  women 
would  not  be  so  useful  as  those  who  had  some  degree  of 
education  ;  and  it  was  perfectly  useless  for  any  one  to  go 
who  was  not  prepared  to  make  puddings  and  to  wash 
her  own  clothes.  She  had  just  received  information 
that  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  approving  of  her 
plans,  had  voted  the  sum  of  10,000/.  for  the  purpose  of 
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carrying  out  the  principles  of  the  Family  Colonisation 
Society.  She  believed,  however,  that  the  adoption  of 
the  Post  Office  order  system  would  do  more  for  emigra- 
tion than  50,000/.,  and  that  a  larger  sum  of  money  would 
thus  be  brought  to  this  country  than  the  colonists,  however 
liberal,  would  be  disposed  to  grant.  She  mentioned 
several  pleasing  instances  in  which  money  advanced  to 
assist  females  in  emigrating  had  been  either  wholly  or  in 
part  returned,  including  the  cases  of  two  girls,  who 
having  had  very  eligible  ofiers  of  marriage,  declared 
that  they  would  not  marry  till  they  were  out  of  debt ; 
and  she  concluded  by  stating  that  she  would  be  happy 
to  give  advice  to  any  one  who  might  call  upon  her  at 
her  residence. 

The  twenty-ninth  party  of  emigrants  sent  to  Australia 
by  the  committee  of  the  Female  Emigration  Fund 
sailed  on  the  2.5th  inst.  for  Port  Phillip,  on  board  the 
ship  Kent.  They  were  40  in  number,  comprising 
milliners,  dressmakers,  artificial  flower  makers,  school 
teachers,  and  servants.  Thirteen  of  them  are  under  20 
years  of  age,  16  from  20  to  30,  and  11  from  30  to  35.  A 
large  proportion  are  from  the  Surrey  side  of  the  river, 
and  owe  their  good  fortune  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  district  committee  of  Christchurch,  Blackfriars-road, 
and  the  benevolent  incumbent  of  that  parish,  the  Rev. 
G.  Brown.  Mainly  through  the  exertions  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Quekett  they  have  excellent  accommodation 
provided  for  them  on  their  passage,  including  thorough 
ventilation,  every  facility  for  cleanliness,  and  clear  and 
precise  rules  to  insure  decency  and  good  order.  Ample 
provision  has  been  made  for  giving  them  employment 
during  the  voyage,  and  there  are  two  surgeons  on 
board.  About  1,100  female  emigrants  have  now  been 
sent  out  to  Australia  by  this  fund,  whicli  was  raised  in 
the  winter  of  1849,  and  which  amounted  to  nearly 
24,000/.  From  a  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure, 
published  at  the  close  of  last  year,  it  appears  that  this 
sum  has  been  very  economically  administered,  the  office 
expenses  presenting  an  unusually  small  per  centage  on 
the  whole  capital,  and  in  consequence  of  this  feature, 
combined  with  the  high  position  of  the  subscribers,  and 
the  beneficial  and  benevolent  character  of  the  emigra- 
tion promoted,  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  that  the 
colonial  Legislature  will  come  forward  with  handsome 
votes  of  money  to  recruit  the  nearly  exhausted  ex- 
chequer of  the  society. 

The  Government  Emigrant  Ship  Caucasian  sailed 
from  Southampton  on  the  21st  instant,  bound  for 
Australia,  with  220  emigrants  nn  board.  This  is  the 
first  ship  that  had  started  from  Southampton  since  it  has 
been  made  a  government  emigration  port.  The  emi- 
grants have  been  residing  in  a  building  in  the  dock  fitted 
up  as  a  temporai-y  emigration  depot.  Each  emigrant  has 
received  a  package  of  tracts  from  the  Religious  Tract 
Society,   and    also   a   Bible   and    Testament  from  the 


Christian  Knowledge  Society.  The  clergyman  of  the 
dock  district  and  dissenting  ministers  of  the  town  have 
attended  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  emigrants  during 
the  stay  of  the  latter  in  Southampton,  and  divine  service 
has  been  performed  daily  at  the  depot  or  on  board  the 
Caucasian.  Many  of  the  emigrants  arc  of  the  agri- 
cultural class,  or  they  have  been  mechanics  and  artisans 
in  rural  districts.  Great  numbers  of  them  have  been 
comfortably  off,  but  having  large  families  are  anxious 
that  their  children  shall  strive  where  the  struggle  for 
comfort  and  independence  is  not  so  severe  as  it  is  in  this 
country.  There  were  some  fine  young  men  and  women 
among  the  emigrants  ;  and  the  children  who  were  very 
numerous  appeared  healthy  and  iirtelligent. 

In  the  last  advices  from  Australia,  the  satisfactory 
fact  is  mentioned  that  the  Sum  liemifted  to  England  from 
the  1st  of  January  1852  to  the  present  time,  by  newly- 
arrived  emigrants  at  Adelaide  and  Melbourne,  to  enable 
their  relatives  to  join  them,  through  the  agency  of  the 
Family  Colonisation  Loan  Society,  has  amounted  to 
7826/.  At  the  same  time,  the  experience  of  this  society 
with  regard  to  the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  good 
faith  of  those  whom  they  have  assisted  with  loans  has 
justified  thus  far,  in  the  fullest  degree,  the  confidence 
originally  expressed.  Out  of  865/.  advanced  for  two 
years  to  156  adults  by  the  Slains  Castle,  which  arrived 
in  Australia  in  February  1851,  264/.  has  already  been 
repaid.  The  emigrants  by  the  Blundell,  180  of  whom 
received  a  total  of  780/.,  have  likewise  returned  93/., 
although  they  did  not  arrive  till  September  1851  ;  and 
those  by  the  Athenian  and  Mariner,  which  arrived 
respectively  in  February  and  June  last,  have  also  beguu 
to  make  remittances. 

The  Mortality  on  Board  of  Emigrant  Ships  for 
Atisfralia  calls  loudly  for  legislative  interference.  By 
the  last  accounts  from  Melbourne,  four  Liverpool  ships, 
each  with  eight  hundred  passengers,  have  arrived  after 
having  sustained  losses  by  death,  which,  in  a  British 
port,  would  have  compelled  searching  investigation. 
The  Bournouf  has  lost  83  souls,  or  10  per  cent.  The 
Wanota  39  souls,  or  nearly  5  per  cent.  The  Marco 
Polo,  which  made  the  swiftest  voyage  ever  known,  53, 
or  nearly  7  per  cent,  on  their  respective  complements  of 
800  passengers  ;  and  the  Ticondei'oga,  104  souls,  in  a 
number  of  passengers  not  stated.  The  last  case  is  the 
most  striking,  because  a  voyage  of  sixty-eight  days  only 
must  have  been  performed  with  winds  invariably 
favourable.  Just  after  these  ships  sailed,  Mrs.  Chisholm, 
in  addressing  an  audience  on  emigration,  compared  a 
ship  to  a  house,  and  said:  "  I  have  just  seen  800  souls 
go  to  sea  without  either  a  window  or  a  chimney  to  their 
living  rooms.  I  expect  to  hear  of  fever,  but  iu  the 
present  state  of  the  law  neither  I  nor  the  Government 
can  do  anything  to  stop  the  packing,  or  to  compel 
ventilation."     Her  prediction  has  been  horribly  verified. 


NAREATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  engrossing  topic  of  interest  in  the  intelligence 
from  France  is  the  unexpected  announcement  of  the 
Emperor's  Approaching  Marriage.  After  several  demi- 
official  notices  in  the  government  journals,  the  Emperor 
himself  made  a  formal  communication  on  the  subject  on 
22nd  instant.  The  President  and  a  number  of  members 
of  the  Senate  ;  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  the  President 
and  vice-president  of  the  Legislative  Body  ;  the  Presi- 
dent and  members  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  other 
officials,  were  summoned  to  the  Tuileries ;  when  they 
were  assembled,  the  Emperor  accompanied  by  his  aides- 
de  camp  and  several  marshals,  entered  and  took  his  seat 
on  the  Throne.  The  ex-King  Jerome  was  seated  on  his 
right  hand,  and  Prince  Napoleon,  his  son,  to  the  left: 
the  marshals  and  admirals  stood  on  both  sides  of  the 
two  Princes.  The  Emperor  stood,  and  in  a  firm  tone  of 
voice  read  the  following  remarkable  address : — 

"I  yield  to  the  wish  so  often  manifested  by  the  country  in 
coming  to  annoimce  to  you  my  mai-riagc. 

"  The  alliance  which  I  contract  is  not  in  accord  with  the 
traditions  of  ancient  policy,  and  therein  is  its  advantage.  France, 
by  its  puccessive  revolutions,  ha-i  ever  abruptly  separated  from 
the  rest  of  Europe.    Every  wise  Government  ought  to  try  to 


make  it  re-enter  in  the  pale  of  the  old  Monarchies.  But  this 
result  will  be  more  surely  attained  by  a  straightforward  and 
frank  policy,  by  loyalty  in  conduct,  than  by  lloyal  alliances, 
which  create  a  false  security,  and  often  substitute  family  interests 
for  those  of  the  nation.  Moreover,  the  example  of  the  past  has 
left  in  the  mind  of  the  people  superstitious  feelings.  It  has  not 
forgotten  that  for  70  years  foreign  Princesses  have  not  moimted 
the  Throne  but  to  behold  their  race  dispossessed  and  proscribed 
by  war  or  by  revo:ution.  One  woman  alone  seemed  to  bring 
happiness,  and  to  live  more  than  the  others  in  the  memory  of  the 
people — and  that  womnn,  the  modest  and  good  wife  of  General 
Bonaparte,  was  not  the  issue  of  Royal  blood.  It  must,  however, 
be  admitted  that  in  1810  the  marriage  of  Napoleon  I .  with  Marie 
Louise  was  a  great  event.  It  was  a  pledge  for  the  future,  a  I'eal 
satisfaction  to  the  national  pride,  as  the  ancient  and  illustrious 
branch  of  the  house  of  .Austria,  who  had  been  so  long  at  war 
with  us,  was  seen  to  solicit  the  alliance  of  the  elected  chief  of  a 
new  eiipire.  Under  the  last  reign,  on  the  contr.iry,  the  amour 
propre  of  the  country  had  to  suffer,  when  the  heir  to  the  crown 
solicited,  fruitlessly,  during  several  years,  a  princely  alliance,  to 
obtain  it  only  in  a  secondary  rank  and  in  a  different  religion. 

"  When  in  the  presence  of  old  Europe  one  is  borne  on  by  the 
force  of  a  new  principle  to  the  height  of  ancient  dynasties,  it  is 
not  by  giving  an  ancient  character  to  one's  escutcheon 
(enveiiUssant  son  blason),  and  by  seeking  to  introduce  oneself  at 
all  costs  into  a  faniUy,  that  one  is  accepted.    It  is  rather  by 
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ever  remembering  one's  origin,  by  preserving  one's  own  cbarac- 
ter,  and  br  adopting  franlcly  in  presence  of  Kurope  tlie  position 
of  p'lrvehu—a  glorious  title  wben  one  obtains  it  by  the  free 
suffrages  of  a  great  people.  Thus,  obliged  to  depart  from 
precedents  followed  to  the  present  day,  my  marriage  became  a 
private  affair,  and  there  remained  only  the  choice  of  the  person. 

"She  who  has  been  the  object  of  my  preference  is  of  dis- 
tinguished birth.  French  in  heart,  by  education,  by  the 
recollection  of  the  blood  shed  by  her  father  in  the  cause  of  the 
empire,  she  has,  as  a  Spaniard,  the  advantage  of  not  having  in 
France  a  family  to  whom  it  might  bo  necessary  to  give  honours 
and  fortune.  Endowed  with  all  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  she 
will  be  the  ornament  of  the  throne  ;  in  the  day  of  danecr  she 
would  be  one  of  its  cour:igeous  supporters.  A  Catholic,  she  will 
address  to  Heayeu  the  same  prayers  with  me  for  the  happiness  of 
France.  In  fine,  by  her  grace  and  her  goodness  she  will,  I  have 
the  firm  hope,  endeavour  to  revive  in  the  same  position  the 
virtues  of  the  Empress  Josephine. 

"  I  come,  then.  Messieurs,  to  announce  to  France  that  I  have 
preferred  the  woman  whom  I  love  and  whom  I  respect,  to  one 
who  is  unknown,  and  whose  alliance  would  have  had  advantages 
mixed  with  sacrifices.  Without  disdaining  any  one  I  yet  yield 
to  my  inclinations,  but  after  having  taken  counsel  from  my 
reason  and  my  convictions.  In  fine,  by  placing  the  independence, 
the  qualities  of  the  heart,  domestic  happiness,  above  dynastic 
prejudices  and  the  calculations  of  ambition,  I  shall  not  be  less 
strong  because  I  shall  be  more  free. 

"  Soon  proceeding  to  Notre  Dame  I  shall  present  the  Empress 
to  the  people  and  to  the  army ;  the  confidence  they  have  in  me 
assures  me  of  thtir  sympathy,  and  you.  Messieurs,  on  learning 
better  to  appreciate  her  whom  I  have  chosen,  will  allow  that 
on  this  occasion  also  I  have  been  inspired  by  Providence." 

The  future  Empress  is  Eugenia  deMontijos,  Countess- 
Duchess  of  Teba,  a  Spanish  lady  of  about  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  who,  under  her  mother's  protection,  has 
been  for  some  time  making  a  brilliant  figure  in  the  highest 
Parisian  society,  and  has  been  distinguished  by  the 
Emperor's  particular  attention.  Her  mother.  Dona 
Maria  Manuela  Kirk-Patrick,  of  Closeburn(in  Scotland,) 
Countess  Dowager  of  Montijos,  Countess  of  Miranda, 
and  Duchess  of  Penaconda,  is  the  widow  of  the  Count 
de  Montijos,  who  was  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  Spanish 
army  ;  her  father  of  a  Scotch  family  had  been  English 
Consul  at  Malaga.  When  she  married,  it  appeared 
from  certificates  produced  from  Scotland  that  she 
belonged  to  the  family  of  Kirk-Patrick  of  Closeburn  (not 
Glasburn),  and  that  her  ancestor  had  been  created  a 
Baron  by  Alexander  II.  of  Scotland.  Her  great  grand- 
father died  on  the  scaffold  in  17-15,  in  consequence  of 
the  part  he  took  in  the  rebellion  in  favour  of  Cliarles 
Edward.  His  son  emigrated,  and  the  family  settled  in 
Spain.  The  Countess's  late  husband  belonged  to  one  of 
the  most  ancient  of  the  noble  houses  of  Spain,  and 'was 
related  to  the  family  of  the  Duke  of  Frias,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  ancient  Admirals  of  Castile,  the  Duke  of 
Hijar,  and  others  of  the  highest  rank  ;  and  the  house 
claims  relationship  with  the  descendants  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  Aragon.  The  mother  of  the  future  Empress 
is  First  Lady  of  Honour  to  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  order  of  Noble  Ladies  of  Maria 
Louisa,  to  which  most  of  the  females  of  the  Spanish 
aristocracy  of  the  highest  class  belong.  The  Countess  of 
Montijos'  eldest  daughter  is  married  to  the  Duke  of 
Alba  and  Berwick,  who  has  also  inherited  the  Ducal  title 
of  Linares  and  is  descended  from  Marshal  Berwick,  the 
yictor  of  Alnianza,  in  the  war  of  succession  undertaken 
to  establish  the  rule  of  the  first  Bourbon  who  reigned  in 
Spain.  Marshal  Berwick  was  the  illegitimate  son  ot 
James  II.  by  Arabella  Churchill ;  and  the  son-in-law  of 
the  Countess  of  Montijos  is  allied,  consequently,  to  the 
no1)le  French  family  of  Fitz  James.  He  signs  his  name 
James  Stuart,  Duke  of  Berwick  y  Alba  y  Linares,  and 
quarters  the  Royal  arms  of  England.  The  Empress- 
elect  is  described  as  possessing  considerable  personal 
attractions,  but  more  in  the  style  of  English  than  of 
Spanish  beauty.  Her  complexion  is  transparently  fair, 
her  features  regular  and  yet  full  of  expression.  She  is  of 
middle  stature,  or  a  little  above  it,  with  manners  ex- 
tremely winning  ;  and  her  education  is  superior  to  that 
received  generally  by  Spanish  women  who  do  not  travel. 
Her  mother,  the  Countess  of  Montijos  has  for  years 
been  at  the  head  of  the  haut  ton  of  Madrid ;  and  her 
receptions  comprised  all  that  was  most  distinguished  in 
Spanish  society.  The  English,  particularly,  were  always 
made  welcome  at  her  house,  and  for  the  last  14  or  15 
years  few  English  gentlemen  who  have  -visited  Madrid 
will  Jiave  forgotten  these  receptions.     The  family  liave 


spent  the  last  three  winters,  or  the  greater  portion  of 
them,  in  Paris.  It  appears  that,  some  days  before  the 
above-mentioned  public  announcement,  the  Emperor 
had  communicated  his  intentions  to  his  Council  of 
Ministers.  They  were  astounded,  and  some  of  them 
ventured  to  remonstrate  ;  particularly  M.  de  Persigny, 
who  is  reported  to  have  observed  that  since  the  Emperor 
had  abandoned  his  efforts  with  reference  to  the  princely 
families  of  Europe,  he  would  do  better,  and  please  the 
French  people  more,  by  espousing  a  young  lady  of  the 
Institution  of  St.  Denis,  where  the  daughters  of  officers 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  but  dowerless,  are  educated. 
The  Minister  of  War  is  also  said  to  have  manifested  the 
same  opposition  as  M.  de  Persigny.  The  Emperor 
listened  to  all  in  silence,  but  gave  no  sign  of  changing 
his  resolution  ;  and  the  Council  of  Ministers  separated 
withot  perceiving  any  such  indication.  The  Ministers 
met  subsequently  on  three  occasions.  The  same  silence, 
the  same  coldness  on  the  part  of  Louis  Napoleon,  and 
the  only  remark  he  made  was  that  he  was  determined  to 
contribute  to  his  own  happiness,  as  he  did  by  the  choice 
he  had  made.  The  Countess  of  Montijos  and*  her 
daughter  quitted  their  hotel  in  the  Place  Vendfime 
immediately  after  the  Emperor  had  delivered  the  address 
■ — and  took  up  their  abode  in  the  Palace  of  the  Elysee, 
where  they  remain  till  the  solemnisation  of  the  marriage 
on  the  30th  inst.  Tliey  prefer  remaining  apart  from  all 
except  the  intimate  friends  of  the  family  until  the  cele- 
bration of  the  marriage.  The  ministers  of  the  principal 
European  powers,  and  of  the  United  States,  have  pre- 
sented their  credentials.  The  peculi.ar  terms  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia's  letter,  caused  at  first  some  hesita- 
tion as  to  its  reception.  It  commenced  with  the  words 
"  Mon  cher  ami,"  and  not  "  Mon  bon  frere  "  according 
to  the  usual  form,  nor  was  any  allusion  made  to  the 
Emperor  as  being  "Napoleon  the  Third." — There  has 
been  an  alarming  depressure  in  the  French  funds, 
notwithstanding  immense  efforts  to  keep  them  up  by 
means  of  large  purchases  with  public  money. 


A  gross  outrage  has  been  committed  at  Vietma  on  the 
correspondent  of  the  Morning  Chronicle.  On  the 
10th  of  December  he  was  suddenly  seized  by  the  police, 
imprisoned,  stripped  naked,  and  searched  ;  thrust  into 
a  foul  dungeon,  first  with  malefactors,  afterwards  with 
a  Hungarian  who  had  been  tliere  ten  months  for  some 
political  offence  and  never  brought  to  trial;,  detained 
nearly  twenty  hours,  and  then  liberated ;  only  to  be 
conducted  home  to  his  lodgings  to  witness  the  seizure 
and  sealing  of  all  his  papers,  public  and  private.  The 
charge  brought  against  him  was,  that  in  his  communi-' 
cations  to  the  Mor^iing  Chronicle  he  showed  hostility 
to  the  Austrian  government,  and  misstated  facts.  He 
complained  to  the  English  Embassy  ;  who  first  condoled 
with  him,  and  then  com])lained  to  Count  Buol ;  and  he 
referred  the  matter  to  General  Kempen,  the  military 
Governor  who  had  ordered  the  arrest.  After  waiting 
from  the  12th  to  the  25th,  the  injured  man  had  his 
papers  restored  to  him  with  the  seals  broken  ;  and  a 
receipt  was  demanded  from  him,  stating  that  nothing 
had  been  kept  back.  Count  Buol  and  General  Kempen, 
it  appears,  have  since  expressed  to  the  British  ambassa- 
dor their  e.xtreme  regret  at  the  occurrence.  It  was, 
they  say,  "  all  a  mistake."  The  torrespondent  was 
told  that  he  was  arrested  on  suspicion  of  keeping  up  a 
treasonable  correspondence  with  foreign  refugees  (not 
named),  and  that  his  imprisonment  was  the  result  of  a 
misunderstanding  between  General  Kempen  and  some 
officer  under  him,  who,  in  consequence  of  overacting 
his  part,  has  been  severely  reprimanded  and  punished. 
The  correspondent  has  expressed  his  sense  of  the 
courtesy  of  Lord  Westmorland,  and  of  the  gentlemen 
attached  to  the  Legation,  who  interested  themselves  so 
promptly  in  his  behalf. 


Hungary  is  almost  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  caused  by 
the  numerous  bands  of  men  compelled  by  their  outlawed 
condition — having  taken  a  national  part  in  the  late  civil 
war — to  live  in  the  forests  and  mountains,  and  lead  a 
Robin  Hood  kind  of  life  at  the  expense  of  their  neigh- 
bours. Courts  martial  and  executions  are  powerless 
against  this  evil;  the  gcnd'armes  are  harassed  to  despair, 
ai.d  never  cncoautcr   the  outlaws    without   having   to 
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enter  on  a  combat  of  life  and  death.  The  Austrians 
imagine  that  the  object  of  these  men  is  to  get  together 
money  for  a  new  insurrection,  and  never  seem  to  think 
that  an  honest  amnesty,  such  as  wouUl  permit  the  men 
to  quit  their  wild  way  of  life,  might  restore  them  to 
qiiiet  homes.  On  the  last  day  of  the  year  one  of  tliese 
men  was  hanged  at  Pesth.  Previous  to  the  execution 
he  was  taken  about  in  a  procession  for  two  hours,  during 
which  he  sang  patriotic  songs  and  displayed  a  supreme 
contempt  for  death.  At  the  foot  of  the  gallows  an 
officer  read  a  proHx  statement  of  his  crimes  and  sentence. 
The  name  of  Kossuth  occurred  in  this  document,  and 
had  no  sooner  escaped  the  lips  of  the  officer  than  the 
prisoner  took  off  his  hat  and  reverently  inclined  his 
head.  As  the  fatal  rope  was  slipped  over  his  head  he 
gathered  up  his  strength  and  cried,  "  Magyars,  keep  up 
your  spirit ;  we'll  give  it  them  yet,"  and  died. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  the  agents  of  the  Austrian 
Government  in  Hungary  no  longer  to  designate 
M.  Kossuth  and  his  compatriots  in  official  publications 
as  agitators,  but  roundly  to  call  them  traitors,  and 
their  proceedings  not  agitation  but  treason. 


From  the  accounts  from  Madrid  it  appears  that 
General  Narvaez,  who  had  stopped  at  Bayonne  on  his  way 
to  Vienna,  whither  he  had  been  exiled  by  the  Queen,  has 
addressed  aletter  of  remonstrance  to  Her  Majesty  dwelling 
on  the  "  outrage  "  inflicted  on  a  Captain-General ;  asking 
her  Majesty  whether  she  has  forgotten  so  "  many  services  " 
she  herself  termed  "eminent;"  and,  lest  she  should, 
recapitulating  in  general  terms  the  story  of  her  elevation 
to  the  throne.  He  assigns  as  the  motive  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  towards  himself  on  this  occasion,  the 
desire  to  prevent  him  from  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
electoral  meetings.  He  demands  reparation  for  the 
ofFence'j offered  to  his  dignity  and  his  person  by  the  order 
of  the  9th  December,  driving  him  from  Spain.  The 
Queen  has  replied,  through  her  Minister,  that  her 
"  royal  mind  was  pained  by  the  reading  of  a  document 
in  which  there  is  not  only  want  of  respect  to  her  royal 
person,"  but  contraventions  of  the  law  on  the  press,  as 
the  letter  was  "  clandestinely  distributed "  as  a  fly- 
sheet.  Narvaez  is  further  informed  that  he  has  incurred 
the  "  highest  displeasure  "  of  the  |Queen  ;  who  again 
orders  him  to  go  to  Vienna  and  study  the  military 
archives. 


A  letter  from  Florence,  dated  the  ISth  inst.,  says  : — 
"  One  of  those  domiciliary  visits  by  the  police,  technically 
called  ' perquisizione,'  which  have  of  late  years  become 
no  uncommon  occurrence,  though  contrary  to  all  existing 
treaties,  was  perpetrated  the  other  day  on  the  housis  of 
two  persons  living  under  British  protection.  The 
persons  who  have  been  the  objects  of  this  outrage  are 
Mr.  Lawley,  and  M.  Bertolacci,  a  Corsican  by  birth, 
but  who  served  in  the  British  army  during  the  last  war, 
and  is  still  in  receipt  of  a  pension  from  our  Government. 
They  both  live  in  country-houses,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Pontadera  station  of  the  Leghorn  Railway. 
Mr.  Lawley  has  a  large  farm,  and  M.  Bertolacci 
devotes  himself,  it  would  appear,  more  to  horticulture 
than  agriculture,  for  the  only  suspicious  article  found 
on  the  premises  of  cither,  after  a  most  rigorous  search, 
was  a  letter  in  the  pocket  of  M.  Bertolacci  from  a 
M.  Bastiano,  a  friend  of  his  at  Leghorn,  thanking  him 
for  his  present  of  a  magnificent  red  cabbage,  which,  as 
the  writer  declared,  had  created  quite  a  ^furore'  at 
Leghorn,  and  was  eagerly  partaken  of  '  even  by  the 
Austrians.'  This  mysterious  allusion  naturally  excited 
■suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  astute  police,  "who  can 
detect  the  seeds  of  revolution  even  in  a  head  of 
cabbage,  and  M.  Bertolacci  narrowly  escaped  incarcera- 
tion as  a  cure  for  his  love  of  vegetables." 


A  trial  has  taken  place  at  Genoa  similar  to  that  of  the 
Madiai  in  Tuscany.  The  name  of  the  accused  is  Daniel 
Mazzinghi,  25  years  of  age,  and  a  surgeon  by  pi-ofession. 
The  trial  took  place  with  closed  doors,  but  it  is  said  that 
he  was  charged  with  having,  in  company  with  Captain 
Pakeuham,  of  the  British  na^-y,  preached  against  the 
religion  of  the  State  and  in  praise  of  Protestantism. 
He  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  three  years,  by 
virtue  of  the  164th  Article  of  the  Penal  Code. 


The  government  of  Baden  is  most  rigorous  in  the 
suppression  of  liberal  opinions.  A  new  work  by 
Gorvinus,  entitled  "  An  Introduction  to  the  History  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century,"  has  been  seized  by  the  Baden 
police  at  Heidelberg,  and  its  author  summoned  to  trial 
for  "  exciting  to  high  .treason  and  disaft'ectiou  to  the 
Constitutional  Government."  The  proscription  of  the 
treatise  of  Gervinus  has  been  followed  up  by  new  and 
vexatious  restrictions  on  travelling.  Notice  has  been 
given  to  the  agents  and  managers  of  the  steam-boat 
companies  that  they  must  not  take  any  one  on  board 
for  purposes  of  conveyance  who  cannot  give  a  satis- 
factory account  of  the  object  of  his  journey,  and  produce 
his  passport  and  papers  in  good  order.  For  any 
legitimation  passed  by  the  steam-boat  agents  and  subse- 
quently found  defective  the  company  will  bo  held  re- 
sponsible in  damages.  At  Stuttgart  the  police  have 
paid  visits  to  every  bookseller  in  search  of  Gervinus's 
book,  without,  however,  finding  any  copies.  Gervinus 
himself,  according  to  letters  from  Berlin,  will  hasten 
from  thence  to  Baden  to  meet  the  charges  of  the  public 
prosecutor. 

The  province  oi  Montenegro,  on  the  Dalmatian  Coast, 
is  in  full  revolt  against  the  authorities  of  the  Porte. 
The  Turks  have  already  commenced  offensive  operations 
against  Montenegro.  Eight  battalions  had  arrived 
from  Bosnia,  and  pitched  their  tents  on  the  Turldsh 
frontier,  at  Veleme,  within  six  hours'  march  of  the 
mountains,  waiting  for  further  reinforcements.  The 
Imperial  Ailjutant-Gcneral  Kelluer  von  KoUenstein 
had  caused  the  Austrian  outposts  near  Montenegro,  at 
Dragal,  to  be  strengthened,  and  was  on  his  way  back 
to  Vienna.  The  army  of  Omer  Pacha  is  said  to 
number  12,000  regular  troops  and  5000  Arnauts  or 
guerillas.  The  loss  of  the  Montenegrins  in  a  late 
engagement  near  Zobljah,  is  stated  to  have  been  60 
wounded  and  1:2  killed.  The  entire  Turkish  expedition 
against  Montenegro  comprises  31,000  soldiers. 


Advices  from  Constantinople  state  that  the  intelligence 
from  the  Caucasus  received  there,  through  Trebisond, 
was  very  unfavourable  to  the  Knssians.  Besides  the 
victories  of  Chamil  Bey,  who  had  forced  the  Russians  to 
abandon  the  positions  gaioed  last  year,  Mehemet 
Arnim,  his  Naib  among  the  Circassian  tribes  on  the 
coast  of  the  Black  Sea,  had  collected  all  the  provinces 
hostile  to  Russia  under  his  sovereignty,  and  had 
recently  achieved  remarkable  success.  A  fact  which 
seemed  to  give  confirmation  to  this  intelligence  is  that 
several  Circassian  vessels  had  arrived  at  Trebisond, 
Syno|)e,  and  Constantinople  with  slaves,  having  forced 
the  line  of  Russian  vessels  which  blockaded  the 
Circassian  coast. 


The  dates  from  New  York  are  to  the  8th  instant. 
The  Senate  at  Washington  have  suspended  the  debate 
on  the  tripartite  treaty  for  the  defence  of  Cuba,  pro- 
posed to  the  United  States  by  France  and  England,  but 
rejected.  The  president  subsequently  had  before  the 
Senate  the  correspondence  relative  to  this  treaty.  It  is 
highly  important.  Lord  Malmesbnry  proposed  the  treaty 
in"  April  last,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Crampton.  Eefcrring 
to  the  lawless  attacks  made  on  Cuba  from  the  United 
States,  Lord  Malraesbury  says  that  they  had  engaged 
the  serious  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
"  the  more  especially  as  they  are  most  anxious  that  the 
friendly  relations  existing  between  the  Governments  of 
Great  "Britain  and  the  United  States  should  not  be 
endangered,  as  they  might  be,  by  a  repetition  of  such 
attacks."  He  then  states  that  France  and  England 
concur  entirely  with  the  views  of  the  United  States,  and 
"would  never  see  with  indifiereuce  tlie  island  of  Cuba 
in  the  possession  of  any  power  but  Spain  :  "  and  he 
proposes,  in  order  that  the  matter  should  be  placedon 
such  a  footing  as  to  preclude  all  hazard  of  a  collision 
between  the  three  powers,  in  the  event  of  the  aggressions 
on  Cuba  being  repeated,  that  they  should  collectively 
renounce  all  intention  to  obtain  possession  of  Cuba,  and 
to  discountenance  all  attempts  to  do  so.  On  the  1st 
December    1852,    Mr.    Everett,   the    successor   of    Mr. 
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Webster  in  the  Depai'tment  of  State,  transmitted  to  the 
respective  Ministers  of  France  and  Eng-land  the  views 
of  the  President ;    who   respectfull}'  declined   to   enter 
into  the  proposed  tripartite  arrangement.     A  long  and 
comprehensive  statement  of  the  President's  reasons  for 
declining   is   given.     "  It  is,  in  the   first   place,  in   his 
judgment,    clear,   as   far   as  the  respect  due  from  the 
Executive  to  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Government 
will  permit  him  to  anticipate  its  decision,  that  no  such 
convention  would  be  viewed  with  favour  hy  the  Senate. 
Its   certain   rejection   by  that    body   would    leave   the 
question  of  Cuba  a  more  vmsettled  question  than  it  is 
now.     This  objection  would  not  require  the  President 
to  withhold  his  concurrence  from  the  convention  if  no 
other   objection   existed,  and  if  a  strong   sense  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure  rendered  it  his  duty,  as  far  as  the 
Executive  action  is  concerned,  to  give  his  consent  to  the 
arrangement.     Such,   however,   is   not   the   case.     The 
convention  would  bo  of  no  value  unless  it  were  lasting. 
Accordingly,  its  terms  express  a  perpetuity  of  purpose 
and  obligation.     Now,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States   would  allow  the 
treaty-making  power  to  impose  a  permanent  disability 
on  the  American  Government  for  all  coming 'time,  and 
prevent  it,  under  any  future  change  of  circumstances, 
from  doing  what  lias  been  so  often  done  in  times  past." 
He   refers  to  the   purchase   of  Louisiana  in   1803,   and 
Florida  in   1819.     Another   reason   is   the   aversion  to 
European  alliances   prevalent  in  America.     He    states 
the  views  of  the  President  with  respect  to  Cuba.     "  The 
island   of  Cuba   lies   at   our    doors ;   it   commands  the 
approach  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  washes  the  shores 
of  five  of  our  States ;  it  bars  the  entrance  to  that  great 
river  which  drains  half  the  North  American  continent, 
and   with   its   tributaries   fm-ms   the   lai'gest   system  of 
internal   water   communication  in   the  world  ;  it  keeps 
watch  at  the  door-wayof  our  intercourse  with  California 
by  the  Isthmus  route.     If  an  island  like  Cuba,  belonging 
to   the  Spanish   Cro^vn,  guarded   the   entrance   to   the 
Thames  or  the   Seine,  and   the   United   States  should 
propose  a  convention  like  this  to  France  and  England, 
those  Powers  would  assuredly  feel  that  the  disability 
assumed  by  ourselves  was  far  less  serious  than  that  which 
asked   them  to   assume.     The   opinions    of   American 
statesmen,  at  different  times  and  under  varying  circum- 
stances, have  differed  as  to  the    desirableness   of  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba  by  the  United  States.     Territorially 
and   commercially,    it   would,   in    our    hands,    be    an 
extremely  valuable   possession ;    under   certain   contin- 
gencies, it  might  be  almost  essential  to  our  safety  :  still, 
for  domestic  reasons,  on  which  in  a  communication  of 
this  kind  it  might  not  be  proper  to  dwell,  the  President 
thinks  that  the  incorporation   of  the   island   into    the 
Union  at  the  present  time,  although  effected  with  the 
consent  of  Spain,  would  be  a  hazardous  measure;  and 
he  would  consider  its  acquisition  by  force,  except  in  a 
just  war  with  Spain,  should  an  event  so  greatly  to  be 
deprecated  take  place,  as  a  disgrace  to  the  civilisation  of 
the  age."     "  That  a  convention,"  he  continues,  "  such 
as  is  proposed,  would  be  a  transitory  arrangement,  sure 
to  be  swept  away  by  the  irresistible  tide  of  affairs  in  a 
new  country,  is,  to  the  apprehension  of  the  President, 
too   obvious   to   require   a   laboured    argument.      The 
project  rests   upon   principles   applicable,   if  at  all,  to 
Europe,  where  international  relations  are  in  their  basis 
of  great  antiquity,  slowly  modified  for  the  mo.st  part,  in 
the  progress  of  time  and  events,  and  not  applicable  to 
America,  which,  but  lately  a  waste,  is  filling  up  with 
intense  rapidity,  and  adjusting   on  natural   principles 
those  territorial  relations  which  on  the  first  discovery  of 
the  continent  were  in  a  good  degree  fortuitous."     He 
illustrates  his  position  by  a  rapid  sketch  of  the  compara- 
tive history  of  Europe  and  America  since  1752  ;  sliowing 
the  enormous  progressive  territorial  development  of  the 
United   States,  at  the  expense  of  France    and  Spain  ; 
until  the  only  possessions  left  to  Spain  arc  Cuba  and 
Porto  R'co.     "  Respectful  sympathy  with  the  fortunes 
of  an  ancient  ally  and  gallant  people,  with  whom  the 
United  States  have  ever  maintained  tlie  most  friendly 
relations,  would,  if  no  other  reason  existed,  make  it  our 
duty  to  leave  her  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  this 
little  remnant   of   bei     mighty   Transatlantic    empire. 
The  President  desires  to  do  so.     No  word  or  deed  of  his 


will  ever  question  her  title  or  shake  her  posstession  :  but 
can  it  be  expected  to  last  very  long  ?  Can  it  resist  this 
mighty  current  in  the  fortunes  of  the  world  ?  Is  it 
desirable  that  it  should  do  so  ?  Can  it  be  for  the 
interest  of  Spain  to  cling  to  a  possession  that  can  only 
be  maintained  by  a  garrison  of  25,000  or  30,000  troops, 
a  powerful  naval  force,  and  an  annual  expen- 
diture for  both  arms  of  the  service  of  at  least 
12,000,000  dollai-s  ?  Cuba  at  this  moment  costs 
more  to  Spain  than  the  entire  naval  and 
military  establishments  of  the  United  States  cost  the 
Federal  Government."  There  is  no  hope  of  a  complete 
cessation  of  the  slave-trade  while  Cuba  remains  a  Spanish 
colony.  "  In  the  jxidcment  of  the  President,  it  would 
be  as  easj'  to  throw  a  dam  from  Cape  Florida  to  Cuba, 
in  the  hope  of  stopping  the  flow  of  the  Gulf  stream,  as 
to  attempt  by  a  compact  like  this  to  fi.x  the  fortunes  of 
Cuba  now  and  for  hereafter."  Instead  of  putting  a  stop 
to  lawless  expeditions,  Mr.  Everett  believes  it  would 
give  a  new  and  powerful  impulse  to  them,  and  would 
strike  a  death-blow  at  the  conservative  policy  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  Cuba. — In  the  Senate,  on 
the  4th,  Mr.  Cass  introduced  tbe  following  resolution; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed — "  Be  it  resolved,  that 
the  United  States  do  hereby  declare,  that  the  American 
continents,  by  the  free  and  independent  condition  which 
they  have  assumed  and  maintained,  are  henceforth  not 
to  bo  considered  as  subjects  for  future  colonisation  by 
any  European  power ;  and,  while  existing  rights  should 
be  respected,  and  will  be,  by  the  United  States,  they 
owe  it  to  their  own  safety  and  interests  to  announce,  as 
they  now  do,  that  no  future  European  colony  or 
dominion  shall,  with  their  consent,  be  planted  or  esta- 
blished on  any  part  of  the  American  continent ;  and 
should  the  attempt  be  made,  they  thus  deliberately 
declare  that  it  will  be  viewed  as  an  act  originating  in 
motives  regardless  of  their  interests  and  their  safety,  and 
which  will  leave  them  free  to  adopt  such  measures  as  an 
independent  nation  maj' justly  adopt  in  defence  of  its 
rights  and  its  power.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  that 
while  the  United  States  disclaim  any  designs  upon  the 
island  of  Cuba,  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  nations  and 
with  their  duties  to  Spain,  they  consider  it  due  to  the 
vast  importance  of  the  subject  to  make  known  in  this 
solemn  manner,  that  they  should  view  all  efforts  on  the 
part  of  any  other  power  to  procure  possession,  whether 
peaceably  or  forcibly,  of  that  island — which,  as  a  naval 
or  military  position,  must,  under  circumstances  easily  to 
be  foreseen,  become  dangerous  to  their  Southern  coast, 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  to  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi— as  unfriendly  acts  directed  against  them,  and  to 
be  resisted  by  all  the  means  in  their  power." 

General  Frauldin  Pierce,  the  President-elect,  has  lost 
his  only  son,  in  a  railway  accident  on  the  line  between 
Boston  and  Concord.  The  details  of  this  deplorable 
occurrence  arc  taken  from  a  New  York  paper : — "  The  , 
traiu  consisted  only  of  one  72  passenger-car,  a  baggage- 
car,  and  the  engine.  It  left  Boston  at  a  quartex--past 
12  o'clock  on  the  Gth  instant,  for  Concord,  N.H.,  and 
reached  Andover  soon  after  one.  The  catastrophe 
happened  about  two  miles  beyond  the  depot ;  and  was 
occasioned  by  the  breaking  of  the  flange  of  one  of  the 
rear  wheels,  and  also  the  axletree.  The  train  was 
running  at  the  time  at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  say  40  miles 
an  hour.  The  passenger-car  at  once  became  detached, 
and  after  proceeding  some  ten  rods,  ran  off  the  track, 
and  then  went  over  the  embankment.  The  precipice 
was  some  12  or  15  feet  in  depth,  and  at  the  bottom 
was  a  pile  of  stones.  The  car  turned  completely  over  ; 
and  the  passengers,  some  GO  in  number,  wei-e  thrown 
into  a  state  of  the  greatest  confusion.  When  the  car 
fell,  the  stove,  containing  burning  coal,  was  thrown 
upon  several  of  the  passengers,  burning  them  and 
destroying  their  clothes.  The  wife  and  daughter  of 
Charles  Marsh,  apothecary  of  Koxbury,  had  their 
clothes  destroyed  ;  themselves  slightly  burned.  General 
Pierce  occupied  a  forw^ard  seat.  His  wife  sat  beside 
him,  and  his  son  sat  in  front,  on  the  side-seat  behind 
the  door.  As  the  car  appi'oached  the  precipice,  he 
put  his  arm  round  his  wife,  and  bent  forward  to  catch 
his  son.  At  this  moment  the  car  went  over,  and 
glided  down  the  bank  on  its  side.  It  is  believed  tha^^ 
a  rock  penetrated  the  window  behind   young   Pierce 
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and  caused  a  terrible  fracture  of  his  skull,  which  pro- 
duced almost  instantaneous  death.  Nothing  could  be 
more  heartrending  than  the  spectacle  presented  by  the 
mangled  features  of  the  child.  He  lay  upon  the  floor 
of  the  ear,  with  his  skull  fractured  in  the  most  frightful 
manner.  The  cap  which  he  wore  had  fallen  off,  and 
was  filled  with  his  blood  and  brains.  This  was  the 
horrid  sight  which  met  the  eyes  of  Mrs.  Pierce  when 
she  returned  to  consciousness.  She  sprang  towards  the 
body  of  her  boy,  but  was  restrained  by  the  General  and 
his  friends,  who  endeavoured  to  soothe  her.  She 
sustained  no  visible  injury ;  but  the  shock  occasioned 
by  the  destruction  of  her  son,  added  to  her  previous 
debility,  had  a  serious  though  not  dangerous  efl'ect 
upon  her.  The  unfortunate  lad  was  named  after  his 
grandfather,  Governor  Benjamin  Pierce.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  this  horrid  scene  General  Pierce  preserved 
the  most  admirable  presence  of  mind." 
During  the  year  1852  no  fewer  than  299,-504  immigrants 


and  39,052  American  citizens  landed  at  New  York.  In 
1849,  the  total  of  immigrants  was  220,603  ;  in  1850, 
211,796 ;  in  1851,  289,601.  Of  the  immigrants  in  1852, 
the  Irish  constituted  115,537 ;  Germans,  118  126  ■ 
English,  31,275;  Scotch,  7640;  Welsh,  2531.  The 
remainder  were  natives  of  no  fewer  than  twenty-three 
countries  ;  the  numbers  varying  from  4  from  Turkey  to 
8778  from  France.  The  largest  immigration  was  in 
June— 49,225. 

The  New  York  papers  report  that  the  Ericsson  caloric 
ship  has  made  a  most  successful  experimental  trip.  She 
did  a  measured  distance  of  nearly  eight  miles  in  little 
over  the  half-hour ;  which  gives  a  speed  of  fourteen 
miles  an  hour.  The  consumption  of  fuel  is  ascertained 
to  be  only  six  English  tons  per  twenty-four  hours ;  a 
saving,  as  compared  with  steam-ships,  of  more  than 
80  per  cent.  As  the  ship  draws  16  feet  10  inches  on  an 
even  keel,  this  performance  at  a  first  trial,  we  are  told, 
has  astonished  all  concerned  in  the  enterprise. 


NAKEATIVE  OF  LITERATUEE  AND  ART. 


The  past  month's  literature  has  been  of  a  very  miscel- 
laneous kind,  so  that  any  classification  of  it  would  be 
difficult.  Leopold  Ranke's  Civil  Wars  and  Monarchy  in 
France  in  the  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Centuries  has 
been  translated  by  Mr.Garvey.  The  PrivateLifeof Daniel 
Webster  has  been  published  by  the  private  secretary  of 
the  deceased  Amei-ican  statesman,  Mr.  Charles  Lanman. 
A  very  striking  episode  in  Russian  history,  written  by 
Prosper  Jlerimee  xmder  the  title  of  Demetrius  the 
Impostor,  has  been  translated  by  Mr.  Scoble.  Mr.  Collier 
has  filled  a  thick  volume,  supplementary  to  his  edition  of 
Shakspeare,  with  a  series  of  striking  and  for  the  most 
part  satisfactory  suggestions,  emendatory  of  Shakspeare's 
text  in  more  than  a  thousand  disputed  passages,  taken 
from  manuscript  corrections  to  a  copy  of  the  second  folio 
made  in  the  handwriting  of  the  time,  and  now  published 
as  Notes  and  Emendations  to  the  text  of  Shakspeare's 
Plays.  Mr.  Joshua  Major,  a  practical  gardener  and 
surveyor,  has  published  a  quaint  and  curious  quarto 
on  Latidscape  Gardening.  Mr.  Simpson,  an  Edinburgh 
advocate  who  wrote  a  graphic  description  of  the  field 
of  Waterloo  immediately  after  the  battle,  has  now  given 
to  the  world  some  equally  clever  sketches  of  Paris  after 
Waterloo,  from  notes  taken  at  the  time  and  hitherto 
unpublished.  Lord  Mahon  has  commenced  a  new  and 
cheap  edition  of  his  History  of  England.  Sir  Charles 
Fellowes  has  condensed  into  a  single  volume  the 
principal  portions  of  his  various  books  of  travel  into 
Asia  Minor,  Lycia,  S^c.  Mr.  John  Phillips  has  collected 
into  a  portable  book  all  that  men  of  science  would  be 
apt  to  feel  most  interested  about  in  The  Rivers,  Moun- 
tains, and  Sea  Coast  of  Yorkshire .  A  new  and  very 
beautiful  pocket  edition  of  Byron's  Poetry  has  been 
issued  by  Mr.  Murray.  Mr.  William  R.  Greg  has 
collected  his  Essays  on  Political  and  Social  Science 
from  the  Edinburgh  and  other  reviews.  Mr.  Stocqueler 
has  completed  his  Life  of  Wellington.  Mr.  Humphreys 
has  put  forth,  very  curiously  as  well  as  richly  illustrated, 
a.  History  of  Writing.  Mr.  Mariotti  has  compiled  an 
historical  memoir  of  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  earnest 
of  Italian  reformers,  under  the  title  of  Fra  Dolcino  and 
his  Times.  Mr.  Trench  has  published,  in  a  very 
thoughtful  little  volume,  the  substance  of  some 
lectures  On  the  Lessons  in  Proverbs.  Mr.  Donald 
Macleod,  an  American  writer,  has  put  together  an 
interesting  .summary  of  the  facts  strictly  biographical 
in  the  Life  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Lieut,  Col.  C.  Gilliess 
has  translated,  as  an  antidote  to  Victor  Hugo,  Mons.  A. 
de  la  Gueronniere's  puff  of  Napoleon  the  Third. 
A  new  volume  has  been  added  to  Niebuhr's  Life  and 
Correspondence.  In  two  unpretendingly  written 
duodecimos  has  heen  comprised  the  Autobiography  of  an 
English  Settler  in  the  United  States  Army.  A  small 
and  very  intelligent  book  on  Kaffraria  and  its  In- 
habitants has  been  published  by  the  Rev.  Francis 
Fleming.  A  treatise  on  the  Fine  Arts  by  M.  Guizot 
has  been  translated  by  Mr.  Grove,  and  nicely  illus- 
trated by  Mr.  Scharf.   'And  to  Sir  E.  Bvhoer  Lytton's 


Poems  and  Dramas,  and  Lamartine's  History  of  the 
Restoration,  the  second  and  the  fourth  volumes  have  heen 
added  ;  the  former  containing  nine  books  oiKing  Arthur, 
and  the  latter  completing  the  history. 

It  is  hardly  possible,  not  is  it  necessary,  to  present 
more  than  a  selection  of  the  principal  books  of  fiction 
that  now  mai-k  the  busiest  season  of  the  year  at  the 
circulating  libraries.  Lady  Georgiana  Fullerton's 
Lady-Bird,  Mr.  Frank  Smedley's  Fortunes  of  the  Col- 
ville  Family,  Miss  Drury's  Light  and  Shade  or  the 
Young  Artist,  the  story  oi Ruth  by  the  Author  of  '  Mary 
Barton.' Lady  Catharine  Long's  First  Lieidenant' s  Story, 
Miss  Macintosh's  Alice  Montrose,  Mr.  T.  Gwynne's 
School  for  Dreamers,  and  Mrs.  Gore's  Dean's  Daughter, 
are  among  the  most  recent  attractions  of  this  department 
of  literature.  The  author  of  '  Quakerism  ',  too,  who  now 
avows  herself  as  Mrs.  J.  R.  Greer,  has  written  another 
novel  supplementary  to  her  first,  calling  it  The  Society  of 
Friends.  A  very  pretty  edition  of  Grimm's  Household 
Stories  has  also  just  been  completed,  with  illustrations 
by  Mr.  Wehnert  excellently  expressive  of  their  humour, 
poetry,  and  fanciful  invention.  And  with  this  may  be 
connected  a  series  of  designs  and  etchings  on  steel  very 
charmingly  executed,  with  illustrations  in  poetry  and 
prose,  issued  by  the  same  publisher  with  the  title  of 
A  Children's  Summer. 

To  Mr.  Bohn's  Libraries  several  useful  additions 
have  been  made,  and  prominent  among  them  a  col- 
lection of  Yule-Tide  Stories,  edited  by  Mr.  Thorpe. 
Messrs.  Ingram  and  Cooke  have  commenced  a  publica- 
tion intended  to  comprise  masterpieces  in  every  depart- 
ment of  standard  literature,  to  be  issued  in  a  very 
cheap  form,  with  woodcut  illustrations,  and  to  be  called 
the  Universal  Library.  Among  the  first  batch  sent  out 
are  selections  from  Scott,  Alison,  Goldsmith,  Walton, 
and  Sterne.  Of  pamphlets  (not  mentioning  several 
Dirges  and  Odes  to  Wellington),  the  chief  have  been, 
Messrs.  Cole's  and  Redgrave's  Addresses  to  the  classes 
now  formed  for  the  promotion  of  Practical  Art ;  a  useful 
compilation  by  Mr.  Yapp  on  Art-Education  at  Home 
and  Abroad ;  a  Letter  on  tlie  Nature  of  Miss  Sellon's 
Establishment,  by  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Cookesley ;  two 
treatises  by  men  practically  conversant  with  the  subject 
of  which  they  treat,  on  Recruiting  and  Recruits,  and 
on  National  Defences;  a  treatise  in  Italian  and  English 
On  the  Portrait  of  Vittoria  Colonna,  Marchioness  of 
Pescara ;  and  a  translation  by  Mr.  Forbes  Campbell  of 
M.  Michel  Chevalier's  interesting  Remarks  on  the 
Productions  of  Precious  Metals. 


A  Comedy  in  Three  Acts  by  Mr.  Douglas  Jerrold, 
called  St.  Cupid,  was  performed  for  the  first  time  before 
the  Queen  and  the  Court  on  the  21st,  and  the  fol- 
lowing evening  at  the  Princess's  Theatre,  with  complete 
success. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 

Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  15th  inst.  £10,148,507. 

LATEST   LONDON   PniCES. 

Gold  in  bars,  per  oz.,  £3  17  9    I  Silver  bars,        per  oz.  5     Ig 
Do.,  dust,  „  3  15  0    I  Mexican  dollars,     ,,      4  11^ 


Latest  Comparative  Value  op  Gold  in  Foeeign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris 0,38  prem. 

Hamburgli .     .     .0.53      ,, 


I  New  York 


0.40  disct. 


STOCKS. 

Hi-hest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols 

flPJ 

99i 

99| 

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced .        .     . 

lOOi 

995 

1001 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents.     . 

103J 

lOi 

103i 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1860  . 

64 

222 

223 

Bank  Stock 

220 

Exchequer  Bills 

66 

66 

72 

India  Bonds 

70  pm. 

68 

69 

Receipts 

Paid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
1  Jau. 

100 

Brighton  ik  S.  Coast 

104 

1034 

1054 

27,262 

all 

Blackwall 

85 

81 

Si 

3,530 

100 

Caledonian  .        .     . 

66 

65 

654 

27,194 

all 

Eastern  Counties     . 

12i 

124 

12i 

45,733 

100 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 

76 

74 

76 

11,602 

Gt.  Su.  .SiWn.  (Irel.) 

105 

104 

104i 

12,847 

Great  Northern 

77i 

764 

77 

40,756 

100 

Great  "Western    .     . 

90i 

89J 

894 

49,775 

100 

Lancasb.  &  York.sh. 

79i 

79 

794 

51,914 

100 

London  &  N.  Westil. 

122 

120 

1201 

132,719 

100 

London  &  S.  Westn. 

94 

96 

904 

29,048 

100 

Midland    . 

77J 

77 

774 

68,519 

100 

South-East.  &  Dover 

79i 

784 

791 

43.591 

100 

York,  Newc. ,  &.  Ber, 

694 

684 

694 

40,606 

100 

York  &  N.  Midland. 

56 

55 

55| 

22,349 

FOREIGN  LIST— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  101 
Chilian  (1  per  cent.,  1054 
Danish  3  per  cent.,  83 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  97i 
Frendi  4  per  cent.,  09-50 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  24| 
Peruvian  Up.  cent.,  dcfd.  104 
Portuguese  4  per  cent. ,  39 
Rus.sian  5  per  cent.  ,119 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  46 
Sardinian  5  percent.,  94 


Railways. 

Paris  and  Strasbourg,  29i 
Orleans  and  Bordeaux, 
Tours  and  Nantes,  13| 
Bculogne  and  Amiens,  11^ 
West  of  France,  6 — 64 
Northern  of  France,  32J 
Paris  and  Rouen,  39 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines, 

Australian 

Do.  freehold .  .  . 
Australasian    .  .  . 
Brit.  Australia 
Colonial  Gold 
Golden  Moimt. 
Lake  Bathurst 
Port  Philiji  .  . 
South  Austi-al. 


5s  prem. 


U  to  g 
3i  to  g 


to! 


Banks. 

Union  of  Austr.alia    . 

Australian 

Ind,  Aust.  and  China 
Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust. 
Ludii.  Chart,  of  Atist. 


74  to  76 
79  to  81 


Railavays. 
E.ist  Indian    .  .  5i:  to  j  prom. 

Upper  India |      ,, 

Ind,  Penmsula .  IJ  to  2      ,, 
Qucb,  and  Rich- 
mond      4  to  g      ,, 


Steam  Companies. 

P.  and  O.  St,  N 

G.  Screw  S.  N 


87 


Miscellaneous  Comp.vnies. 

Australian  Agricultural    .     .     .  230 

Van  Dicmen's  Land 16 

S.  Australian  Land  .....  47 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN — IMPERIAL  weekly   AVERAGE. 


Week 

Wlieat. 

Bailey. 

Oats. 

Bye. 

Beans. 

I'cas. 

entliiig— 
Jan.   1, 

—  8, 

—  15, 

S.      d. 

40      7 
46       0 
45     10 

s.     d. 

29       8 
29      8 
29     10 

s.     d. 

18       9 
IS       6 

IS      7 

s.      d. 

29       7 

29  1 

30  8 

.«.      d. 

35       0 
34       8 
34       8 

«.      d. 

32       7 
32       5 
30       7 

Latest  London  Map.ket  Prices. 


Malt,  To^\^l,       per  qr.  58  to 

Malting  Barley     , ,        30  — 

Flour — 
Town  made,  per  sk.  38  — 
Country  household    30  — 
French  .        .        .37  — 
American .        .     .     25  — 

Indian  Corn, 

Cattle^  .•!.   d.    s. 

Beasts  per  st.  3  0  to  3 
Cows  .  .  3  0  —  3 
Calves  .  .  3  4  —  4 
Sheep  .  .  4  10—5 
Pigs    .        ..3    8—4 

■Wool,  per  lb. —  s.  d.  .«. 
South  Downs  1  0  to  1 
Kentish  fleeces  1  2  —  1 
Flannel  wool  .  0  11— 1 
Australian  .  1  7  —  2 
East  Indian  .  0  9-0 
Cape  .  ..11  —  1 
Sjianisli  .        .11  —  1 


5. 


per  load,  78  to  SO 

.     93—95 

.     .     26  —  30 


H.ay 

Clover 

Straw 

Guano, 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  9/.  5s. 

R;ipe  cake,  ditto,  Rl.  to  bl.  5s. 

Bones,  ditto,  4/.  1,5s. 

Poultry  —  Capons,  3s. — 4s.  ; 
Fowls,  ■  2s.  —  3s.  ;  Chick.s, 
Is.  9d.—2s.  ;  Ducks,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Geese,  2s.  6d. — 6s.;  Turkeys, 
4s.  Od.— 10s.  ;  Pigeons,  lOd. 
—Is.  ;  Rabbits,  Is.— Is.  6d. ; 
Hares,  3s.  6d.— 4s. 

Hides,  fee. — Market,  96  lbs., 
4d. — 44rf.  ;  do.,  do,,  50  lbs., 
2id.  ;  do,.  Calf-skins.  10 lbs,, 
4s,  Gd. ;  do,.  Horse-hides,  5s,; 
Ox  and  Cow  horns,  per  128, 
24s.— 67s.  Rough  Tallow, 
23s. 


Metals. 
Copper  Cakes,  p.  ton,  107/.  10s. 
Jroii.  Pigs,  51.  ;  R;iils,  91.  10s. 
to  91.  15s.  Lead,  English 
pig,  24/.  10c.  Steel,  Swedish 
keg,  Wl.  10s.  to  20;.  Tin, 
EngUsh  block,  109t. ;  Banca, 
105/. ;  Spelter,  201.  ;  Zinc, 
25/. 


Oils. 

Galipoli,  per  ton,  70/.  ;  Spenn, 
SSI.  ;  Pale  Seal,  34/.  ;  Rape, 
37/.— 38/.  ;  Cocoa-nut,  38/.- 
40,.  ;  Palm,  29/,  6s.  ;  Lin- 
seed, 51/.  3«. 

Tallow — Town,  47/.  3s  ;  Rus- 
.sian, 47/.  6s. 


Provisions. 
Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,   60s. 

American,  70s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  to  4s.  ;  Irish   India,    per 

cwt.,  90s,  ;    Hambro,  100s.  ; 

American,  80s.  to  100s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

7d.  to  lOd. :  Dorset,  per  cwt. 

92s.  to  lOSs.;    Irish,  925.  to 

98s.;  Dutch,  S4s. 

Cheese — Cheshire,    per  cwt., 

52.?.    to    80s.;     Dutch,    S4s. 

Wilt.shire,  50s.  to  64s. 
Hams  —  York,     76s.    to    84.5,; 

Irish,    76s.    to   SOs. ;    "West, 

phalia,  52s.  to  66s. 
Mutton — Mid.   to  prime,  per 

8  lbs.,  3s.  Sd.  to  4s.  6d. 

Potatoes,  per  ton,  75s.  to  130s. 
Pork,  per  8  lb.  3s.  to  3s.  lOd. 
Veal,  3s.  to  4s.  4rf. 


Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  35s- 
to39s.;  Balm,  20.'!.  fid.  to  32s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 46s.  6rf.;  Do.,  Planta- 
tion, 50s.  to  SOs.;  Mocha, 
SOs.  to  100\.;  Jamaica,  90s. 
to  96s.;  Java,  43s.  to  48s.; 
Costa  Rica,  S5s.  to  90s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  28s. ; 
Bengal,  10s.  to  lis.;  Patua, 
13s.  to  15s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
36s.  to  40s.;  Mauritius,  37s. 
to  3Ss.;  Bengal,  37s.  to  41s,; 
Madras,  38s.  to  42s. ;  Havan- 
iiah,  33s.  to  41s. 

Do.,  Refined — Standard 
lumps,  45s.  to  46s.;  Bastards, 
32s.  ;to  32s.  Sd.;  Crushed, 
26s.  to  28s. 

Tea,  per  Ih. — Congou,  Is.  2c/. 
to  Is,  6rf.;  Souchong,  Is.  6rf. 
to  Is.  Hid.;  Hyson,  2s.  id. 
to  3s.  Gd. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  LONDON  SINCE  JAN.  IST. 


Ships. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

To  Victoria 

5 

168 

58 

17 

■ —  Sydnev  .        .        .     . 

4 

110 

21 

9 

—  Adel.aido     . 

1 

35 

10 

3 

—  America.        .        .     . 

2 

—  Canada 

Australia. 


Freight  of  goods  per  ton,  40 
feet,  Adelaide.  £6.  Port 
Philip,  £6  to  £8. 


Steerage  passages,  £25  to  £35. 
Cabin  do,,  £40  to  £75, 
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NAERATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


Both  Houses  of  rarliament  met  on  Thursday  the 
lOlh  instant. 

In  the  House  of  Lord.s,  Lord  St.  Leonards  laid  on 
the  table  a  series  of  Bills  embodying  the  Law  Reforms  of 
■wliich  he  had  t;iven  notice  in  November  last. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  urged  Lord  Aberdeen  to  lose  no 
time  in  laying;  before  the  house  a  statement  of  the 
Measures  which  the  Government  intended  to  introduce. 
For  himself  (he  said)  and  his  friends  he  was  quite  pre- 
pared to  say  that  a  cordial  co-operation  would  be  given 
to  any  measures  brought  forward  by  the  government,  if 
they  were  calculated  to  promote  the  public  welfare. — 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  replied,  that  he  had  already 
informed  the  house  as  to  the  general  principles  on 
which  the  government  would  be  carried  out.  As  for 
the  particular  measures  which  the  government  intended, 
most  of  them  would  be  brought  forward  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and,  under  those  circumstances,  he  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  any  further  statement. 

On  Friday,  February  11,  the  Earl  of  Harrowby  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  clergy,  laity,  and  bishops  of 
the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  in  the  several 
dioceses  of  Toronto  and  Quebec,  praying  that  their 
lordships  would  not  consent  to  any  measure  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Clergy  Reserves  in  Canada  by  which  an 
infraction  of  the  articles  of  union  between  the  upper  and 
lower  provinces  would  be  affected. 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan  put  a  question  as  to  the  course 
to  be  adopted  by  the  government  with  respect  to  the 
Prosecutions  arising  out  of  the  Six-Mile-Bridge  affair  ; 
and  prefaced  it  with  some  observations  for  the  necessity 
of  the  military  being  protected  in  their  arduous  and 
dangerous  duties.  Some  soldiers  of  an  infantry  regiment 
had  been  engaged  in  the  county  of  Clare  at  the  last 
election.  A  large  populace  had  been  urged  to  the 
highest  degree  of  fury  against  them  by  the  catholic 
priests,  and  had  made  a  violent  attack  upon  them  ;  the 
soldiers,  finding  their  lives  in  danger,  defended  them- 
selves, as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  greatest  lawyers  of 
this  country,  they  were  perfectly  entitled  to  do.  Yet, 
now  it  was  understood  that  not  only  were  the  crown 
lawyers  in  Ireland  about  to  prosecute  these  soldiers  for 
so  defending  their  menaced  lives,  but  that  these  lawyers 
were  to  be  sent  down  specially  for  their  prosecution. 
He  should  like  to  know,  if  such  were  the  case,  who  was 
to  pay  for  the  defence  of  the  soldiers  so  prosecuted  ? 
Was  the  expense  to  come  out  of  their  miserable  pay,  or 
did  the  government  propose  to  supply  the  means  ?  So 
extraordinary  an  anomaly  as  this  could  scarcely  be 
anticipated.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  this  proposi- 
tion would  at  all  meet  the  feelings  of  the  army,  or  that 
the  troops  of  Her  Majesty  would  in  any  way  be  satisfied 
with  the  state  of  things  under  which  they  were  to  be 
prosecuted  by  high  legal  talent  in  the  service  of  the 
crown  for  having  discharged  their  duty  to  the  crown. 
There  was  another  question  which  he  wished  to  put. 
He  desired  to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
government  to  prosecute  the  priests  who  had  excited 
the  outrage  ? — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  that  the 
question  was  somewhat  premature.  He  bad  only  that 
day  received  an  intimation  from  the  lord-lieutenant 
that  the  matter  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
government,  and  that  no  step  whatever  had  yet  been 
decided  upon.  The  case,  however,  was  not  quite  so 
simple  as  the  noble  earl  imagined.     It  might  be  remem- 


bered that,  upon  the  verdict  of  "Murder  "being  returned 
by  the  coroner's  jury  in  this  case,  the  late  attorney- 
general  in  Ireland  brought  the  case  before  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  Dublin,  and  endeavoured  to  procure 
a  decision  which  should  quash  the  verdict  of  the  coroner's 
jury.  The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  after  fully  con- 
sidering the  matter,  came  to  the  tmanimous  decision 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  motion,  and  therein, 
he  might  observe,  he  considered  the  court  was  jierfectly 
right,  the  grotmd  on  which  the  court  proceeded  being, 
that  the  court  could  only  interfere  in  cases  where  there 
had  been  some  informality  or  irregularity  in  the  verdict 
and  proceedings.  If  the  case  were  so  clear  as  the  noble 
earl  represented  it,  and  from  every  account  he  (Lord 
Aberdeen)  had  received  the  noble  earl's  description  was 
perfectly  correct,  why  did  not  the  late  attorney-general 
at  once  enter  a.-7iolle  prosequi,  for  he  might  have  stopped 
the  proceedings  at  any  stage  ?  The  attorney-general 
might  still  do  so,  and  he  (Lord  Aberdeen)  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  might  be  the  course  that  learned 
gfntleman  would  pursue.  As  to  the  prosecution  being 
undertaken  by  the  law  officers,  that  was  a  matter 
of  course  in  Ireland,  but  the  attorney-general  had  the 
power,  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings,  on  the  part  of 
the  crown,  to  stop  all  further  proceedings  if  it  should 
be  thought  proper. 

On  Monday,  February  14,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
stated  at  great  length,  the  intentiims  of  the  government 
with  respect  to  Law  Reform.  He  first  cnumtruted  what 
had  been  done,  and  what  remained  to  be  done,  in  the 
way  of  Chancery  and  common  law  reform.  He  next 
passed  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  and  specified  some 
recommendations  of  a  former  committee  as  having  met 
with  his  approbation,  without,  however,  pledging  him- 
self to  bring  forward  any  measure  on  the  subject  until 
the  commission  now  sitting  had  made  its  report.  He 
then  proceeded  to  state  what  was  proposed  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  the  registration  of  deeds,  the  transfer  of 
land,  and  the  digest  and  codification  of  the  statutes.  He 
concluded  by  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  for  the  regis- 
tration of  deeds.  Lord  St.  Leonards  and  Lord  Camp- 
bell having  expressed  their  opinions  on  the  subject,  the 
bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  moved  for  the  Corres- 
pondence between  the  British  and  French  Governments 
respecting  tlie  establishment  of  the  Empire,  and  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  indiscretion  displayed 
by  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Control  in  a  late  speech 
to  his  constituents  at  Halifax,  especially  at  a  time  when 
it  was  so  desirable  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with 
France.— The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  that  the  most 
amicable  relations  existed  between  the  two  countries. 
With  respect  to  the  speech  complained  of,  though  the 
expressions  employed  were  not  so  respectful  as  might 
have  been  used  to  the  sovereign  of  a  foreign  state,  he 
still  thought  its  argument  legitimate.  He  "'as  sure, 
however,  that  nothing  was  Vurther  from  Sir  Charles 
Wood's  intention  than  to  say  anything  oftensive  to  the 
French  emperor.  With  respect  to  the  correspondence 
moved  for,  he  thought  it  would  be  inconvenient  at 
present  to  lay  it  before  the  house. 

On  Tuesday,  February  1 '),  the  Bishop  of  Exeter 
moved  for  certain  papers  relating  to  the  Clergy  Reserves 
of  Canada,  and  referring  to  a  measure  whicli  was  being 
introduced  into  the  other  house  upon  the  same  subject, 
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expressed  his  surprise  that  it  had  not  in  the  first  instance 
heen  brought  before  their  lordships.  Entering  into  the 
general  question,  he  contended  that  there  were  verj- 
sti'ong  grounds  for  the  belief  that  the  national  faith  was 
pledged  to  the  maintenance  of  the  grant  on  the  terms 
provided  by  the  original  act,  which  gave  the  endowment 
to  the  protestant  religion  for  "all  time  to  come." — The 
Duke  of  Newcastle  replied  in  a  short  speech, 
in  which  he  expressed  his  belief  that  the  measure  in 
question  was  not  a  consequence  of  successful  agitation, 
but  of  the  great  principle  that  self-government  could  not 
be  withheld  from  the  colonies  without  great  detriment 
to  this  country. — Lord  Desaet  considered  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  subject  a  great  blow  to  protestantism  in 
Canada.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  February  17,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
in  answer  to  a  question  from  Lord  Monteagle,  respecting 
Traiisportatioii  of  Convicts  to  Australia,  stated  that  in 
future  it  would  be  confined  to  Western  Australia  ;  and 
that  even  to  that  colony,  it  would  probably  be  continued 
only  for  a  short  period.  A  discussion  then  arose  be- 
tween Lords  Campbell,  Brougham,  St.  Leonards, 
and  the  Duke  of  Newc.\stle,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
discontinuing  transportation  and  substituting  in  its  place 
some  other  mode  of  secondary  punishment. 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  absurdity  of  continuing  the  Office  of  Lord- 
Lieuteyiant  of  Ireland,  now  that  England  and  Ireland 
were  so  closely  connected  by  improved  means  of  commu- 
nication, and  asked  whether  the  government  intended 
to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  announced  by  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  when 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  of  doing  away  with  the 
office  of  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland. — Ihe  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  declined  to  enter  into  discussion,  and  assured 
Lord  Cardigan  that  the  present  government  had  no 
intention  of  taking  such  a  step. 

On  Monday,  February  21,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan 
again  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
Six-mile  Bridge  Affray,  and  asked  what  course 
the  government  had  determined  to  take  in  reference 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  soldiers  implicated  in  the 
matter. — The  Earl  of  Areedeen  replied  that  the  grand 
jury  would  be  left  to  deal  with  the  bills  against  the 
soldiers  as  it  thought  fit,  and  it  would  ultimately  be  for 
the  government  to  decide  on  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursued.  The  same  course  would  be  taken  with  regard 
to  the  bills  against  the  priests  who  were  accused  of 
instigating  the  peasantry  to  attack  the  military. 

On  Tuesday,  February  22,  the  Law  of  Evidence 
(Scotland)  Bill  was  read  a  second  time.  In  moving  it 
Lord  Brougham  explained  that  its  object  was  to  extend 
to  Scotland  that  which  had  been  the  law  on  this  most 
important  subject  in  England.  Last  session  the  Lord 
Advocate  brought  in  a  bill  to  improve  the  law  of  evi- 
dence in  Scotland,  by  extending  Lord  Denman's  act  to 
that  country  ;  and  its  effect  had  been  found  to  be  most 
salutary.  It  was  then  thought  not  desirable  to  extend 
to  Scotland  his  (Lord  Brougham's)  act  of  1851,  making 
the  parties  to  a  suit,  as  well  as  other  persons,  competent 
to  give  evidence — but  such  was  the  object  of  the  present 
measure.  He  was  glad  the  other  night  to  hear  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  say  that  the  learned  judges,  who  had 
originally  been  against  this  measure,  had,  from  the 
experience  they  had  derived  from  its  working,  changed 
their  opinion  ;  and  with  a  degree  of  candour  which  did 
them  infinite  honour,  had  avowed  that  change  of 
opinion,  and  were  now  warmly  in  favour  of  the  measure 
of  1831.  He  must  also  announce  another  change 
of  opinion,  the  Faculty  of  Advocates  in  Edin- 
burgh (of  whom  he  desired  to  speak  with  more  than 
ordinary  respect  and  affection,  having  had  the  honour 
of  belonging  to  that  learned  body).  Those  learned 
persons  had  entertained  great  doubts  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  this  change  in  the  law.  From  the  experience 
of  its  working,  however,  they  were  strongly  inclined  to 
come  round  to  an  opinion  in  its  favour ;  and  they  had 
lately  passed  a  resolution  approving  of  the  extension  of 
the  law  to  Scotland,  only  suggesting  one  or  two  qualifi- 
cations, which,  by  a  happy  accident,  he  had  anticipated, 
and  the  bill  which  he  then  presented  was  framed  so  as 
entirely  to  meet  the  wishes  of  that  highly  respectable 
and  learned  body. — Lord  Campbbll  highly  approved 


of  the  measure,  and  paid  a  compliment  to  the  Faculty 
of  Advocates. — The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  Lord 
Brougham  had  introduced  this  bill  to  assimilate  the  law 
of  the  two  countries.  He  had,  however,  gone  beyond 
the  actual  existing  law  of  England,  because  he  had 
introduced  into  this  bill,  as  naturally  he  would,  a  clause 
with  reference  to  which  a  bill  had  already  been  read  a 
first  time  in  their  lordships'  house,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  soon  become  the  law  of  the  land.  It  had  refe- 
rence to  the  evidence  of  husbands  and  wives ;  and  it 
was  but  due  to  Lord  Brougham  to  say  that  it  was  intro- 
duced into  his  bill  of  1851.  He  had  in  that  bill  a 
clause  extending  the  law  of  evidence  to  husband  and 
wife,  and  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  was  then  opposed  to 
it ;  but,  he  must  confess  that  he  had  since  had  reason  to 
change  his  opinion,  and  he  now  approved  of  such  a 
clause,  but  the  husband  and  wife  would  not  be  com- 
pelled to  disclose  that  which  passed  in  confidence 
between  themselves. 


In  the  HoxTSE  of  Commons,  on  Thursday,  February 
10th,  after  some  private  and  routine  business,  Lord 
John  Russel  made  a  statement  of  the  Intended  Minis- 
terial Measures  of  the  present  Sessimi.  In  the  first 
place,  it  was  intended  as  soon  as  possible  to  bring  under 
the  consideration  of  the  house  the  estimates  for  the 
year.  "With  regard  to  the  number  of  men,  there  would 
he  no  increase  in  the  number  voted  before  the  Christmas 
holidays.  The  sum  to  be  voted  would  be  a  considerable 
increase  over  the  estimates  of  last  year  ;  but  he  believed 
that  he  should  be  able  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for 
that  increase.  The  other  measures  of  the  government 
were — first,  a  bill  to  enable  the  legislature  of  Canada  to 
dispose  of  the  clergy-reserves  in  that  country.  The 
next  question  would  be  brought  forward  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  would  state  the 
propositions  of  the  government  with  regard  to  light 
dues,  and  other  matters  affecting  the  shipping  interest. 
It  was  also  the  intention  of  the  government  to  move  for 
a  committee  of  the  house  on  the  subject  of  Jewish 
Disabilities.  "With  regard  to  the  important  subject  of 
education,  the  government  would  make  proposals  which 
would  materially  increase  the  present  means  of  educa- 
tion enjoyed  by  the  people ;  and  in  reference  to  the 
general  subject,  they  would  shortly  afterwards  state  the 
course  which  they  intended  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
reports  of  the  Oxford  and  Cambridge  University  com- 
missions. With  regard  to  Australia,  it  was  intended  to 
adhere  to  the  intention  of  the  late  government  to 
abolish  that  colony  as  a  penal  settlement;  and,  in 
addition,  some  proposals  would  be  made  on  the  im- 
portant subject  of  secondary  punishments  generally. 
Immediately  after  the  Easter  recess,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  make  his  financial  statement. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  would,  in  a  few  days,  state  the 
intention  of  the  government  with  regard  to  legal 
reform,  and  the  registration  of  land.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  would  propose  the  nomination  of  the 
select  committee  ordered  to  consider  the  two  bills  on 
the  subject  of  the  relations  between  landlord  and  tenant 
in  Ireland.  With  regard  to  another  important  question 
— that  of  the  representation  of  the  people — he  said  that 
an  amendment  of  the  present  system  was  one  of  the 
measures  in  contemplation.  Referring  to  his  attempts 
to  extend  the  franchise  in  1845,  1850,  and  1851, ".his 
lordship  took  occasion  to  correct  a  misimpression  which 
seemed  to  exist  in  some  quarters  that  he  meditated  a 
more  comprehensive  measure  than  those  which  he  had 
then  proposed.  At  present  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
government  that  the  question  required  the  most  careful 
consideration  and  inquiry,  and  that  it  would  be  prema- 
ture to  legislate  upon  it  during  the  present  session  of 
parliament.  While  himself  believing  this  course  to  be 
wise,  he  should  yet  consider  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
government,  at  the  commencement  of  next  session,  to 
bring  forward  a  measure  on  the  subject.  Alluding, 
before  sitting  down,  to  the  numerous  complaints  of 
bribery  and  corruption  during  the  late  elections,  his 
lordship  expressed  the  desire  of  the  government  to 
prevent  such  complaints  for  the  future  ;  but  considered 
it  advisable  to  await  the  reports  of  the  several  com- 
mittees, now  inquiring  into  the  nature  of  these  abuses, 
before  taking  any  steps  for  their  remedy. 
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Colonel  SiBTHOKP  put  a  question  as  to  the  intentions 
of  the  government  with  regard  to  a  further  extension  of 
the  principles  contained  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Titles  Bill  f 
Lord  J.  Russell  replied  that  the  government  had  no 
intention  of  disturbing  the  bill  as  it  stood.  In  reply  to 
Sir  F.  Thesiger,  his  lordship  stated  that  the  government 
(lid  not  intend  to  introduce  any  measure  on  the  subject 
of  (/rand Juries. 

Lord  Palmeeston,  in  answer  to  Sir  James  Dvike, 
said  that  the  question  of  Betting-houses  was  a  very 
difficult  one,  and  he  had  not,  as  yet,  been  able  to  devise 
any  method  of  dealing  with  it. 

Lord  J.  Russell,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bright,  said  that  a 
commission  had  been  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  subject  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  ;  and  the  government  considered  it  advisable  to 
await  the  result  of  that  inquiry  before  introducing  any 
measure  upon  the  subject. 

On  Friday  the  Utii,  Mr.  Hildyard  put  a  question 
respecting  the  recent  Mortality  on  hoar(t'  of  certain 
Emigrant  Ships  chartered  by  the  Emigration  Commis- 
sioners ;  he  said  that  on  board  one  of  those  vessels, 
which  had  made  the  unusually  rapid  voyage  of  64  days, 
no  fewer  than  lO-l  persons  perished,  and  the  rest  of  the 
passengers  arrived  at  Melbourne  in  a  state  of  great 
prostration  and  sickness.  His  question  had  reference 
more  particularly  to  inquiry  with  respect  to  the  number 
of  passengers,  and  to  the  means  of  ventilating  tlie  lower- 
deck  berths. — Mr.  Peel  replied,  that  about  100  deaths 
were  known  to  have  taken  place  on  board  one  vessel, 
and  on  its  arrival  at  the  harbour  of  Melbourne  no  fewer 
than  300  per.sons  were  sick  from  fever  of  one  kind  or 
other.  There  was  no  doubt  that  great  mortality  had 
occurred  on  board  those  vessels.  They  carried  an 
unusually  large  number  of  emigrants,  having  two  decks. 
It  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the  Emigration  Commis- 
sioners to  put  people  on  board  any  vessels  except  those 
which  had  a  single  deck ;  but  the  state  of  matters 
rendered  it  necessary  to  employ  vessels  with  two  decks. 
No  other  vessels  were  tendered  on  that  occasion.  He 
found  that  of  179  deaths  on  board  three  vessels,  no  fewer 
than  163  were  deaths  of  children  ;  and  there  was  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  children  passengers  in  propor- 
tion to  adults.  A  relaxation  in  the  rules  had  been  made, 
in  compliance  with  the  urgent  recommendations  of 
parties  connected  with  the  colonies.  Immediately, 
however,  on  intelligence  being  received  by  the  Emigra- 
tion Commissioners  of  so  deplorable  a  loss,  they  issued 
instructions  that  no  vessels  with  more  than  a  single  deck 
should  be  engaged  by  their  agents,  and  refused  to  take 
families  as  emigrants  having  more  than  two  children 
under  seven,  or  three  under  ten  years  of  age.  These 
precautions  would,  he  believed,  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  similar  results.  There  wovild  be  no  objection  to  laying 
on  the  table  of  the  house  the  reports  received  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  D.  Stuakt  called  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department  to  the  State  of  the  Graveyards 
in  th  is  Metropolis,  which  he  believed  to  be  most  disgraceful 
and  injurious  to  the  public  health.  There  was  one  case  in 
particular,  that  of  the  churchyard  of  St.  Clement  Danes, 
in  the  Strand.  Great  complaints  had  been  made  of  that 
churchyard,  and  persons  had  been  struck  with  most 
serious  disease  in  consequence  of  passing  it.  One 
gentleman  with  whom  he  was  acquainted  happened  to 
pass  when  a  funeral  was  performing,  and  was  struck 
with  a  most  vir\ilent  disease,  v.'hich  assumed  an  appear- 
ance very  mucli  like  the  plague.  There  was  swelling 
under  the  arms  ;  and  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  referred 
was  for  a  time  in  a  state  of  dangerous  illness.  On  the 
authority  of  medical  men  of  eminence,  he  (Lord  D. 
Stuart)  could  say  that  they  considered  it  dangerous  to 
pass,  and  that  many  had  lost  their  lives  from  passing 
when  funerals  were  performing.  He  had  been  assured 
by  many  men  that  they  had  seen  absolutely  putrid  flesh 
and  blood  thrown  up  by  the  gravedigger. — Lord 
Palmerston  said^: — The  particular  casa  to  which  my 
noble  friend  has  alluded  was  brought  under  my  notice  a 
few  days  ago  by  a  deputation  from  the  parish  to  which 
this  graveyard  belongs.  The  result  was,  that  a  meeting 
of  the  vestry  was  held,  and  that  application  was  made 
to  me  for  an  order  in  Council  to  shut  up  that  graveyard. 
That  order  in  Council  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  passed. 


With  respect  to  the  question  in  general,  I  can  only 
repeat  what  my  noble  friend  has  stated,  that  the  grave- 
yards of  the  metropolis  are  in  a  state  which  is  disgraceful, 
and  I  trust  that  the  various  parishes  with  whom  it  rests 
in  the  first  place  to  correct  so  terrible  an  evil  will  not  be 
deterred  by  considerations  of  expense  from  doing  what 
they  can  to  remove  from  the  metropolis,  sources  of 
pestilence,  which,  if  the  will  of  Providence  should  be 
that  the  cholera,  which  is  raging  in  some  parts  of  the 
continent,  should  visit  this  island  and  come  to  this 
metropolis,  will  be  attended  with  the  most  dangerous 
consequences.  I  can  assure  my  noble  friend  that  my 
attention  will  be  anxiously  directed  to  the  subject  which 
he  has  brought  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Adderley  put  several  questions  respecting  the 
affairs  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  Mr.  F.  Peel 
said  in  reply,  that  the  constitution  ordinance  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  would  be  shortly  sent  out  to  the 
colony  ;  that  there  was  no  intention  to  establish  a  con- 
vict settlement  in  any  part  of  South  Africa ;  that  General 
Cathcart  had  advanced  with  a  body  of  troops  into  the 
Orange  River  territory,  but  there  was  no  expectation 
that  this  would  lead  to  any  hostile  collision  with  the 
natives ;  and  that  it  was  not  intended  to  establish  a 
British  colony  in  the'  sovereignty  of  the  Orange  River. 
On  Monday,  February  14,  Mr.  Disraeli  having 
asked  whether  a  paragraph  in  a  recent  Speech  of  Sir  C. 
Wood  at  Halifax,  animadverting  on  the  concliict  and 
motives  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  was  correctly 
reported.  Lord  J.  Russell,  on  behalf  of  Sir  C.  Wood 
(who  was  unable  to  attend),  observed  that  the  speech 
had  no  reference  to  the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations ; 
but,  in  arguing  the  question  of  universal  suffrage  and 
Parliamentary  reform,  he  had  referred  to  what  he 
thought  an  appropriate  illustration ;  and  Lord  John  read 
a  letter  from  Sir  Charles,  in  which  he  declared  that  he 
had  expressed  no  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
further  from  his  intention  than  to  use  any  words  which 
could  be  ofiensive  to  the  emperor. 

Mr.  CoBDEN  having  enquired  whether  the  British 
government  had  had  any  communication  with  that  of 
France  on  the  subject  of  the  Increased  Naval  Prepara- 
tions alleged  to  be  going  on  in  that  country.  Lord  J. 
Russell  replied,  that  although  it  was  true  that  the 
French  government  had  thought  it  right  to  increase 
and  improve  their  naval  means,  that  increase  and  im- 
provement were  not  such  as  to  require  the  government 
of  this  country  either  to  remonstrate  with  or  q\iestion 
that  of  France,  with  whom  our  relations  were  of  the 
most  friendly  nature. 

The  house  went  into  committee  upon  Metropolitan 
Improvements, -when  a  resolution  was  agreed  to  whereon 
to  found  a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  shortly  ex- 
plained by  the  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEauEE— 
namely,  to  discharge  certain  payments  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund  in  exoneration  of  the  land  revenue. 
The  Lord  Advocate,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  Facilitate  Procedure  in  the  Sheriffs'  Courts  in 
Scotland,  described  the  natvire  'and  jurisdiction  of  those 
courts,  the  abuses  in  which,  he  observed,  consisted  in 
their  delays  and  expenses,  which  were  traceable  to  three 
causes — -first,  that  the  pleas  were  in  writing ;  secondly, 
that  the  depositions  were  likewise  not  oral,  but  written  ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  facility  of  appeals  from  the  sheriff- 
substitute  !  to  the  slieriff-principal.  He  explained  the 
remedies  provided  in  the  bill,  which  pi'oposed,  not  to 
abolish,  but  to  reform  these  useful  local  jurisdictions. 
Mr.  Hume  thought  the  people  of  Scotland  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  this  half-measure,  and  recommended  the 
government  to  reconsider  the  subject,  and  to  abolish 
altogether  the  office  of  sheriff-principal. — Mr.  C.  Bruce, 
on  the  [other  hand,  highly  approved  the  bill. — After  a 
few  words  from  Mr.  Craufurd  and  ,Mr.  Duncan, 
leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Solicitor-General  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  further  regulating  the  office  of  Examiner  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  object  of  which  was  to  rectify 
certain  omissions,  inaccuracies,  and  ambiguities  in  the 
act  of  last  session. 

On  Tuesday,  February  15,  Mr.  Hume  asked  what 
were  the  intentions  of  the  government  on  the  subject 
of  the liicome  Tax'/    Lord  J.  Russell  said  he  was  glad 
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of  an  opportunity  of  explaining  that,  in  his  statement  of 
the  ministerial  plans,  he  had  not  intended  to  say  that  the 
government  positively  postponed  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  income  tax.  He  referred  only  to  the 
necessity  of  so  doing,  should  a  Reform  Biil  be  brought 
forward  this  session.  The  government  would  give  no 
further  information  on  the  subject  prior  to  the  statement 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Mr.  Hume  under 
these  circumstances,  gave  notice  that  he  should  ask  a 
question  in  reference  to  a  new  committee  on  the 
income   tax   on   an    early  day. 

Mr.  H.  Drummoxd  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  Facilitate  the  Sale  and  Purchase  of  Land ;  taking 
occasion  to  enter  into  an  historical  and  critical  view  of 
the  present  state  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  which 
he    considered    to    press    unjustly   upon    owners    and 

occupiers. Mr.  He.\dl.\m   and   Mr.  Hume  applauded 

the  proposal,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  F.  Peel,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
Empower  the  Legislature  of  Canada  to  Dispose  of  the 
Clirgy  Reserves  in  that  Couniry,  enlered  into  a  detailed 
review  of  the   whole  question  ;  the  original  grant  and 
manner  of  appropriating  the  funds  ;  the  disagreements 
of  the  local  legislature;  the  reference  of  the  question  to 
the   home   government ;  and   finally   the   act   of  1840, 
which   he   maintained  to   be  unjust  to   those  religious 
communities  who  differed  from  the  church  of  England, 
and  also  formed  so  important  a  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion.    The  object  of  the  present  measure  was  to  do  away 
with   the  act   of  1840,   and   place  the  power  where  it 
ought   to  rest,— in   the  hands  of  the  local  legislature. 
It   did   not   seek  to  alter   the   present   constitution   of 
things  ;  and  he  rejected  the  idea  that  it  woxild  tend  to 
alienate   the   clergy  reserves  from   religious   uses. — Sir 
John  Pakingtox  looked  at  the  proposal  with  sorrow, 
but   without   surprise,    recognising   in    its    principle   a 
breach   of    solemn   faith    towards    the    protestants    of 
Canac'a,  which  he  entreated  the  government,  especially 
Lord  John  Russell,  earnestly  to  consider.     He  did  not 
oppose  the  introduction  of  the   bill,  and  reserved  his 
further    objections. — Mr.    Veuxon    Smith   considered 
that  Sir  John  Pdkington  had  completely  evatled  the 
main  question,  which  was,  whether  we  should  legislate 
for  Canada,  or  Canada  had  the  right  of  legislating  for 
itself?     Were  he  a  Canadian  he  might  be  in  favour  of 
the  present  system ;  but,  as  a  determined  advocate  of 
the  right  of  the  colonies  to  self-government,  he  had  but 
one  course  to  take. — Sir  H.  R.  Inglis  maintained  the 
case  of  the  protestant  clergy,  in  whose  favour  he  adduced 
arguments  which  he  said  could  not  be  denied  by  "the 
most  ignorant  and  the  most  radical "  members  of  the 
house. — Lord    J.    Russell    said    that    he    would    be 
rejoiced  to  find, the  parliament  of  Canada  agreeing  to 
the  act  of  1840,  and  he  was  not  quite  sure  that  theirs 
was  the  very  best  policy  in   the   matter.     But  the  real 
fact  was  that  the  parliament  of  Canada  had  a  right  to 
settle  the  question  for  itself,  and  the  home  government 
had  no  right  to  interfere.     It  was  on  this  ground  that 
he   supported  the   motion. — Mr.   Hume    thanked   the 
government  for  the  measure  which   they  proposed   to 
take  for  securing  a  permanent  peace  in  so  important  a 
colony.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  Wednesday,  February  16,  on  the  order  for 
the  third  reading  of  the  County  Elections  Polls  Bill, 
Colonel  SiBTHOKP  denounced  the  bill  as  a  domo- 
cratical  and  dangerous  measure  of  disfranchisement, 
and  moved  to  defer  the  third  reading  for  six  months.^ — 
Mr.  Deedes  Reiterated  his  objections  to  the  bill,  and 
deprecated  partial  legislation  upon  this  great  question. — 
Lord  R.  Grosvexor  declined  to  postpone  a  measure 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  so  large  a  majority  of  the 
house. — Mr.  Spooner  spoke  shortly  ag;iinst  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Hadfield  in  its  favour.  The  motion  for  the 
third  reading  was  carried  by  129  against  28.- — A  clause 
moved  by  Captain  Scobell  providing  that  the  poll 
shall  not  be  taken  at  any  licensed  public-house  or  beer 
house,  gave  rise  to  some  discussion,  but  was  ultimately 
■withdrawn,  and  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Deedes,  iu  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Parish  Constables  Bill,  stated  that  its  object  was  to 
consolidate  and  amend  the  existing  acts,  the  provisions 
of  the  Rural  Police  Act  having  been  only  partially 
adopted ;  and  he  proposed  that  those   counties   which 


should  hereafter  adopt  the  latter  act  should  be  exempted 
from  the  operations  of  this  bill.  He  explained  the  new- 
points  in  the  bill,  which  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  upon  the  Land 
hn2»-ovement  (Ireland)  Bill,  the  clauses  of  which  were 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  Butt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
reg\\\&te  Election  Proceedings  in  England  and  Il'a/es; 
to  limit  the  time  between  the  proclamation  and  day  of 
election  in  counties,  and  between  the  receipt  of  the 
writ  and  the  election  in  boroughs ;  to  limit  the  polling 
of  elections  for  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, and  otherwise  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of 
elections.  He  explained  britfly  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  pointing  out  the  evils  they  were  intended  to  meet; 
and  he  suggested  to  the  government  the  expediency  of 
consolidating  and  amending  the  entire  law  relating  to 
elections.^ — Mr.  Phixn  seconded  the  motion. — Mr.  S. 
Herbert  observed,  that  the  suggestion  as  to  the  conso- 
lidation of  the  election  law  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  government,  and  he  hoped  some  step  would 
shortly  be  taken  in  that  direction.  Leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  T.  Duxcombe  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  the  nrore  effectual  prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals,  by  extending  the  power  of  appeal ; 
and  Sir  J.  YouxG  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
supply  an  omission  in  an  act  of  last  session  relating  to 
the  Valuation  of  Rateable  Property  in  Ireland,  which 
passed  through  all  its  stages. 

On  Thursday,  February  17,  Mr.  Frewex  moved  a 
resolution  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Duty  on  Hops,  as  being 
an  impolitic  and  unequal  tax. — The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  deprecated  the  discussion  of  this 
question  at  present. — The  motion  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Brii;ht,  Mr.  Hume  and  others  ;  but  was  negatived 
on  a  division,  by  175  against  91. 

Mr.  KiXNAiRD   moved  an  address  to  the  Queen,  on 
the    subject    of   the    Persecution    of   Protestants     in 
Tuscany.     The  case  of  the  Madiais",  he  observed,  was 
not  an  isolated  one.  It  indicated  a  religious  reaction,  and 
a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  hierarchy  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  to  put  down  Protestantism  by  force  wherever  the 
civil  power  enabled  them  to  do  so,  and  on  this  ground  he 
asked   the   house   to  call   upon    her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, in  concert  with  the  governments  of  Prussia  and 
Holland,  to  remonstrate,  not  dictatorially  or  menacingly, 
but  in   the  name  of  religion  and  humanity,    with  the 
Grand  Duke.  He  gave  the  details  of  the  arrest  of  several 
Floi-entines  for  no  other  offence  than  reading  the  Bible, 
to  show  that  the  persecution  was  systematic  ;  thousands, 
ho  said,  were  living  in  Tuscany  under  a  reign  of  terror. 
The    objection    that,  this    being   a    matter   between  a 
government  and  its  own  subjects,  we  had  no  right  to 
interfere,  had  been  disposed  of  in  the  admirable  dispatch 
of  Lord  J.  Pvussell,  and  precedents  wei'e  not  wanting 
for  such  interference. —  Lord  D.  Stuart  seconded  the 
motion. — Mr.  Lucas  said  that  he  Cduld  not  agree  with 
the  resolution,  because,  according  to  the  papers  laid  before 
the  house,  it  did  not  state  the  facts  of  the  case  correctly. 
It  appeared  from  those  papers  that  the   Madiais   had 
engaged  in  a  system  of  proselytism  at  the  bidding  and 
instigation   of    foreign    emissaries    and    agents.       The 
sentence  against  them  declared  that  they  had  not  dis- 
proved the  facts  alleged  against  them ;  that  they  had 
Ijeen  guilty  of  the  crime  of  proselytism  by  the  instru- 
mentality  of  money  supplied   from   abroad — that  was, 
from  England.     But,  admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, that  the  Tuscan  government  were  to  be  blamed 
for  punishing  the  Madiais  for  the  crime  of  pi'oselytism, 
i  what  had  been  the  conduct  of  this  country  in  respect  to 
'  Roman   catholics   persecuted   in  different  parts  of  the 
1  world  ?     Who   ever   heard   of  our   Secretary   of  State 
I  remonstrating  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  persc- 
I  cuting  and  torturing  Roman  catholic  nuns  ?     Had  not 
'  LordPalmer.ston  actually  recommended  the  expulsion 
of  the  Jesuits  from  Switzerland  ?     The  conduct  of  that 
noble  lord  in  the  case  of  the  Tahiti,  was,  he  contended, 
exactly   parallel    with    that    of    the    Grand   Duke    of 
Tuscany.     If  he  believed  that  the  resolution  expressed 
the  facts  of  the  case,  he  could  not  adopt  it,  because  he 
never  could  recognise  the  doctrine   that  the  exercise  of 
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humanity  and  philanthropy  was  to  be  all  on  one  side. 
At  this  mument  acts  of  persecution  were  going  on 
against  Roman  catholics  in  protestaut  countries  quite 
as  deserving  of  our  interference  as  the  case  of  the 
Madiais,  and  he  should  bring  some  of  them  before  the 
house.  The  system  of  law  in  Sweden  was  quite  as 
persecuting  as  that  of  Tuscany,  and  in  Mecldenburgh 
catholic  priests  had  been  conducted  by  the  police  across 
the  frontier  for  the  crime  of  saying  mass  in  private. 
• — Lord  J.  Russell  professed  himself  at  a  loss  to  know 
whether  Mr,  Lucas  approved  or  not  of  persecution  for 
religious  opinions.  His  (Lord  John's)  conclusion  wa.s, 
that  if  a  protestant  state  should  condemn  persons 
beeau-:e  they  had  become  Roman  catholics,  or  taught 
others  to  become  so,  such  conduct  was  morally  wrong. 
Mr.  Lucas  alleged  that  the  Madiais  were  punished,  noc 
because  they  had  become  protestants,  but  that,  being 
protestants,  they  endeavoured  to  convert  others  to 
protestantism  at  the  instigation  of  a  foreign  agent ; 
whereas  the  foreign  agent  had  left  the  country,  and  the 
Madiais  had  followed  their  own  convictions.  But,  be 
it  as  the  Tuscan  tribunals  said,  that  those  individuals 
had  endeavoured  to  induce  Roman  catholics  to  read  the 
Bible,  and  to  l)elieve  that  certain  doctrines  were  not 
authorised  by  the  Bible,  .he  still  said  it  was  a  moral 
crime  to  jjunish  tliem.  Mr.  Lucas  had  said  we  were  not 
justified  in  considering  ourselves  friends  of  religious 
liberty  while  we  were  indifi'erent  to  persecutions  against 
Roman  catholics.  But  it  could  not  be  maintained  that 
such  was  our  general  conduct ;  in  no  part  of  our  domi- 
nions were  persons  punished  for  endeavouring  to  induce 
protestants  to  become  Roman  catholics.  Having 
■vindicated  Lord  Palmerston  from  the  charge  of  coun- 
tenancing religious  persecution  in  Switzerland,  the 
South  Seas,  and  Sweden,  ho  insisted  that  the  govtra- 
ment  of  this  country  had  done  nothing  which  misbecame 
it  in  the  representations  it  had  addressed  to  that  of 
Tuscany.  Persecution  for  religions  opinions  was  odious 
and  detestable,  and  the  government  of  England  was 
justified  in  raising  its  voice  against  it.  Holding  this 
opinion,  he  recommended  the  house  to  leave  this  case 
in  the  hands  of  the  government.  Its  voice  had  been 
heard,  and  he  trusted  that,  although  the  Madiais  and 
others  might  sufiVr,  the  general  opinion  of  the  world 
would  secure  religious  liberty. — Mr.  DiiUllMOND  ob- 
served that  religious  persecution,  even  by  the  Inquisition, 
was  always  justified  by  the  plea  that  the  offence  was 
against  civil  society.  Before  the  Roman  catholics  were 
condemned,  however,  he  recommended  that  we  should 
look  to  our  own  conduct. — Mr.  J.  Fitzgeualu  regretted 
that  the  Roman  catholic  clergy  had  been  dragged  into 
this  discussion.  So  far  from  the  law  applied  to  the 
Madiais  being  that  of  the  church,  it  was  a  law  which 
had  destroyed  the  power  of  the  ecclesiastical  tribunals. 
As  a  Roman  catholic,  he  disapproved  of  the  punishment 
of  these  persons,  and  he  sliould  ever  raise  his  voice 
against  persecutions  of  every  kind. — Lord  P.i.LMEKSTON 
repelled  the  imputations  cast  upon  him  by  Mr.  Lueas, 
in  respect  to  the  e.xpulsion  of  the  Jesuits  from  Switzer- 
land, and  to  the  transactions  at  Tahiti.  He  complained 
that  that  lion,  member  had  made  a  partial  representation 
of  the  facts  in  the  former  case;  and  in  the  latter,  the 
noble  lord  justified  the  treatment  of  the  Roman  catholic 
priests,  who  went,  he  said,  to  di-turb  the  tranquillity  of 
an  island  already  pacified,  for  the  purpose  of  turning 
protestants  into  catholirs,  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
turn  heathens  into  christians.  Those  priests  had, 
however,  not  been  put  into  "comfortable  prisons,"  like 
the  Madiais,  but  hid  been  merely  told  to  go  about  their 
business,— Mr.  Kinnaikd  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  Friday,  February  18,  Mr.  Disuaeli,  agreeably 
to  notice,  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
subject  of  our  Relations  with  France.  This,  he  ob- 
served, was  the  most  important  subject  of  our 
modern  politics.  Peace  had  now  subsisted  for  nearly 
forty  years  between  Great  Britain  and  France  ;  during 
this  interval  tlie  social  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
tries had  multiplied,  and  with  enlightened  legislation, 
their  commercial  intercourse  was  susceptible  of  infinite 
development.  Having  every  security  for  the  peace  we 
desired,  it  was  extremely  strange,  and  even  startling,  he 
said,  that  we  should  bo  supposed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a 
rupture  with  France.      The   dogma  that  there  was   a 


natural  hostility  between  the  two  nations,  was  repugnant 
to  the  opinions  of  the  wisest  of  our  statesmen,  who  had 
held  that  an  alliance  with  France  should  be  the  keystone 
of  our  foreign  policy.  The  increase  of  our  armaments 
was  erroneously  connected  with  certain  incidents  which 
had  occuri-ed  in  France  ;  its  origin  was  of  a  date  much 
more  remote  ;  it  v,as  to  be  found  chiefly  in  the  changes 
wrought  in  science,  in  the  revolution  in  the  art  of  war, 
which  had  deprived  us  of  one  of  our  natural  sources  of 
defence.  Mr.  Disraeli  then  referred  to  the  plans  of  the 
late  government,  which  would,  he  said,  furnish  a 
Channel  fleet  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  sail  of  the  line,  with 
an  adequate  number  of  smaller  vessels.  But  there  was 
no  foundation  for  the  too  prevalent  belief  that  this  in- 
crease of  our  naval  means  of  defence  was  occasioned  by 
any  political  changes  in  a  foreign  country.  Whoever 
might  sit  upon  the  thi-one  of  France,  and  however  tran- 
quil might  be  the  condition  of  Europe,  those  who  were 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  affiairs  in  this  country 
would,  sooner  or  later,  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  place  it 
in  a  state  of  defence.  Other  causes  of  apprehension  had 
been  alleged  ;  the  troubled  state  of  France,  it  was  said, 
had  terminated  in  a  revival  of  a  military  dynasty;  but 
it  did  not  follow  that  the  descendant  of  a  conqueror 
should  be  a  rival,  and  the  present  sovereign  of  France, 
was  not  by  profession  a  militar)'  man.  Then  France 
was  supposed  to  be  governed  by  the  army  ;  but  it  was  a 
great  error  to  assume  that  the  army  was  anxious  to  con- 
quer another  country.  There  was  no  doubt  a  consider- 
able prejudice  in  this  country  against  the  pi esent  ruler 
of  France,  but  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  form  an 
opinion  upon  French  politics,  and  so  long  as  the  French 
people  were  exact  in  their  commercial  dealings,  and 
friendly  in  their  political  relations,  it  was  just  as  well 
that  we  should  not  interfere  in  the  management  of  their 
dimiestie  concerns.  Mr.  Disraeli  read  an  extract  from 
the  speech  of  Lord  John  Russell,  on  the  3rd  of  February, 
1852,  upon  the  subject  of  the  then  recent  changes  in  the 
government  of  France,  and,  expressing  his  concurrence 
in  the  soundness  of  its  sentiments,  desired,  he  said,  to' 
ascertain  whether  they  were  at  all  modified,  and  whether 
similar  ojunions  were  entertained  by  the  noble  lord's 
present  colle;igues.  He  instanced  various  proofs  of  the 
cordial  Co-operation  of  France  with  this  country  in  objects 
of  general  benefit,  remarking  that  a  nation  which  had  thus 
entitled  itself  to  the  sympathy,  respect,  and  good-feeling 
of  the  people  of  this  country  was  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
corsair  and  a  bandit.  In  seeking  to  discover  the  views 
and  opinions  of  the  government  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  he 
referred  to  the  declarations  of  some  of  its  members.  Sir 
James  Graham,  he  observed,  hall  describud  the  ruler 
of  France  as  a  despot  who  had  trampled  upon  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  forty  millions  of  men,  thus  holding  up  to 
imblic  scorn  and  indignation  both  ruler  and  people. 
Another  cabinet  minister.  Sir  Charles  Wood,  had  ac- 
cused the  Emperor  of  the  French  of  gagging  the  French 
and  Belgian  press,  t  ouah,"  of  course,"  without  meaning 
the  slightest  ofFence  to  the  emperor.  Upon  these  indis- 
cretions, as  he  termed  them,  Mr.  Disraeli  commented; 
observing  that  they  suggested  grave  doubts  as  to  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  present  cabinet,  which  were  not 
removed  by  the  programme  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  and,  in 
these  circumstances,  it  was  the  absolute  duty  of  the 
house  to  obtain  something  more  satisfactory,  a  frank  ex- 
planation from  the  govtrnnient  upon  this  important 
question  ;  he  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  ask  what  was 
the  system  on  which  our  foreign  policy  was  to  be  con- 
ducted, and  what  was  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
France.— Lord  JoHX  RussELL  said,  If  Mr.  Disraeli's 
o  iject  had  been  to  obtain  an  explanation  respecting  our 
foreign  relations,  he  might  have  confined  his  observations 
within  much  narrower  limits.  Indeed,  the  statement 
he  (Lord  John)  made  the  ovher  night,  that  we  were  on 
terms  of  intimate  friendship  with  France,  might  itself 
have  satisfied  a  member  of  that  house,  and  he  thought 
it  a  calamity  if  an  attempt  were  made  to  convert  this 
into  a  party  question,  and  to  throw  suspicions  on  the  in- 
tentions of  the  government,  and  sow  dissension  between 
two  powerful  countries.  He  now  reported,  that  the 
British  government  was  on  terms  of  amity  with  that  of 
France,  "with  the  domestic  concerns  of  which  we  had  no 
right  to  interfere.  Mr.  Disraeli,  he  remarked,  had  re- 
ferred  to   certain  speeches   delivered   on  the  hustings. 
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For  what  purpose  was  this  done,  except  to  excite  irrita- 
tion and  provoke  suspicions,  and  this  by  one  who 
professed  to  liave  nothing  more  at  heart  than  a  cordial 
understanding  between  the  two  countries  ?  Nothing 
was  further  Jrom  the  intention  of  the  speakers  than  to 
disturb  that  good  understanding  ;  and  with  reference  to 
the  programme  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  it  contained  a  clear  an- 
nouncement of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  government. 
He  retorted  the  charge  of  inconsistency  and  aberration 
from  principles  upon  the  Protectionist  party,  and  de- 
fended, against  the  strictures  of  Mr.  Disraeli,  the 
temperate  progress  meditated  by  the  present  govern- 
ment. With  respect  to  himself,  he  said  there  were  two 
questions  respecting  which  he  felt  great  interest — the 
further  education  of  the  people,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  representation ;  but  he  should  not  push  on  any 
measure  which  he  thought  out  of  time,  or  not  likely  to 
meet  with  success.  He  thought  measures  of  this  kind 
should  be'duly  weighed;  and  if  he  could  contribute  to 
the  st^3ility  of  a  ministry  formed  of  men  honestly  intent 
upon  the  good  of  the  country,  and  to  bring  forward  wise 
measures  with  due  deliberation,  he  should  glory  in  doing 
so. — Mr.  CoBDEN'  contended  that  our  great  naval  pre- 
parations were  the  real  cause  of  uneasiness  at  home, 
while  they  endangered  our  iinderstanding  with  France. 
The  government  professed  to  trust  the  friendly  senti- 
ments of  France,  while  it  went  on  increasing  our  arma- 
ments, which  were  of  no  effect,  since  for  every  ship  we 
built  the  French  built  another,  so  that  the  relative  forces 
remained  the  same.  If  the  government  refused  to  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  diplomatic  action  to  check  the  increase 
of  armaments  in  both  countries,  he  should  suspect  them 
of  being  actuated  by  sinister  objects. — Sir  J.  Graham 
denied  that,  in  the  speech  referred  to  by  Mr.  Disraeli, 
he  had  called  the  Emperor  of  the  French  a  despot  or  a 
tyrant.  He  explained  what  he  did  say  on  that  occasion, 
observing  that,  although  he  was  most  desirous  to  main- 
tain friendly  relations  with  France,  and  although  not 
one  word  had  fallen  from, him  calculated  to  disturb  those 
relations,  if  it  should  be  the  opinion  of  the  house  that 
neither  there  nor  on  the  hustings,  was  he  at  liberty  to 
give  expression  to  his  conscientious  feelings,  he  was  not  fit 
to  be  a  minister.  After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Gibson, 
Mr.  Baillie,  and  Lord  D.  Stuart,  the  discussion  termi- 
nated. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  Sii})ph/. 

Sir  J.  Gkah.\m,  in  moving  the  Navy  Estimates,  said 
they  were  not  recommended  on  any  ground  of  a  hostile 
character  towards  any  foreign  Power  whatever,  but  for 
reasons  which  had  been  sustained  by  the  reports  of  two 
committees.  He  stated  that  the  net  aggregate  increase 
amounted  to  339,000/.  upon  the  three  items  of  wages, 
victuals,  and  stores,  and  he  indicated  the  causes  of  this 
increase.  He  gave  explanations  of  varioxis  reductions, 
savings,  and  improvements  in  the  naval  de))artments ; 
he  developed  the  views  of  the  government  with  relation 
to  matters  connected  with  our  steam  and  general  navy'; 
and,  tendering  further  elucidations  when  desired  of  the 
different  votes,  concluded  by  moving  a  vote  of  4.5,000 
men  for  the  service  of  the  navy,  including  12,500  marines. 
This  vote  was  agreed  to,  after  discussion.  Other  votes 
were  likewise  agreed  to,  and  the  chairman  reported 
progress. 

On  Monday,  February  21,  Mr.  Moore  put  a  question 
respecting  the  Intentions  of  Government  towards  the 
Church  in  Ireland.  After  some  preliminary  observa- 
tions— in  tlie  coxirse  of  which  he  referred  to  an  alleged 
secret  assurance  given  to  two  Irish  members,  who  had 
taken  office  under  the  present  administration,  that  it 
would  legislate  in  respect  to  the  established  church  in 
Ireland  on  the  principle  of  religious  equality, — he  in- 
quired whether  it  was  the  intention  of  government  to 
do  so  ;  and  whether  it  was  their  intention,  at  a  fitting 
time,  to  introduce  such  a  measure.— Lord  J.  Russell 
replied,  that  the  government  had  no  intention  of  intro- 
ducing any  measure  respecting  the  established  church 
of  Ireland  x>ther  than  a  bill  on  the  suliject  of  ministers' 
money  ;  adding,  that  no  secret  assurance  had  been  given 
to  tlie  two  gentlemen  i-eferred  to,  who  liad  taken  (jffice 
without  relying  on  any  special  pledge. — Mr.  O'Flahekty 
said  he  did  not  yield  to  Mr.  Moore  in  a  sincere  and 
anxious  desire  to  see  a  just  measure  of  religious  equality 
established  in  Ireland;  but  he  thought  this  not  a  conve- 


nient time  for  bringing  forward  the  question ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  the  people  of  Ireland  were  of 
opinion  that  no  step  could  be  more  injudicious. — Mr. 
Lucas,  after  the  explicit  answer  of  Lord  J.  Russell, 
called  upon  Mr.  O'Flaherty,  as  one  who  had  pledged 
himself  to  oppose  any  government  that  would  not  give 
an  assurance  that  they  would  act  on  the  principle  of 
religions  equality  in  dealing  with  Irish  politics,  to  re- 
deem his  pledge. 

Mr.  HiNDLEY  asked  whether  the  government  intended 
to  proceed  with  the  ProsectUions  for  Distributing  Pla- 
cards Animadverting  upon  the  Militia  BilU — Mr. 
FiTZROY  (in  the  absence  of  Lord  Palmerston)  stated 
that  the  prosecutions  would  not  be  proceeded  with. 
Mr.  Bright  said  that,  when  it  was  considered  that 
means  of  a  most  scandalous  and  improper  character  were 
used  to  induce  young  men  t"  join  the  army  and  the 
militia,  it  was  open  to  persons  of  a  different  opinion  to 
give  opposite  advice.  The  placard  issued  by  the  Per.ce 
Society  (one  of  which  the  hon.  member  held  up  to  the 
view  of  the  house)  gave  a  woodcut  of  the  flogging  of  a 
person  in  the  militia  sei-vice.  It  contained  extracts  from 
the  New  Testament,  from  the  military  newspapers,  and 
from  the  Autohiography  of  a  ]\'orking  Man,  by  Mr. 
Somerville,  who  himself  underwent  the  punishment  of 
flogging  in  the  army.  He  understood  that  one  person 
was  in  prison  for  exhit)iting  these  placards.  He  was 
glad  the  present  government  had  quashed  these  prose- 
cutions, and  he  did  not  believe  the  public  service  would 
suffer  in  consequence.  Lord  P.\lmerston  said  it  was 
true  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  government  to  pro- 
ceed with  these  prosecutions,  for  this  reason,  that  what- 
ever were  the  intentions  of  the  parties  who  had  distributed 
these  placards  and  the  pictorial  description  by  which 
they  were  headed,  their  intentions^  had  wholly  failed. 
The  good  sense  and  patriotic  spii-it  and  feeling  of  the 
British  people  had  induced  them  to  treat  these  incen- 
tives to  abandon  the  cause  of  their  country  with  the 
contempt  they  deserved.  The  attempt  to  thwart  the 
enlistment  for  the  militia  having  failed,  it  would  have 
the  appearance  of  vindictivencss  to  proceed  with  the 
prosecutions,  and  he  had  given  directions  that  they 
should  be  entirely  stopped.  He  did  not  iijtend  that 
the  parties  should  be  called  upon  to  enter  into  recogni- 
zances, and  any  one  who  might  be  imprisoned — he  was 
not  aware  there  were  any  such  cases — would  be  released. 
Lord  Palmerston  then  read  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Somerville,  subjoined  to  which  was  a  copy  of 
a  letter  which  Mr.  Somerville  had  written  to  Mr.  Hindley. 
The  letter  to  Mr.  Hindley  was  as  follows ; — 

"  Sir, — Seeing  iu  the  newspapers  that  you  are  to  put  a 
question  to  Lord  Pahnerston,  on  the  subject  of  the  anti- 
militia  placards,  posted  throughout  the  kingdom  by  the 
Peace  Society,  I  beg  your  attention  to  the  following  facts, 
and  I  think  you  sliould  in  fairness  read  this  letter  iu  the 
house : — The  placard  in  question  contains  an  engra\nug  of 
a  man  tied  up  to  be  flogged.  It  uoutjiins  also  a  descrijitiou 
by  me  (iu  a  book  entitled  the  '  Autobiograjihy  of  a  Workmg 
Man ')  of  the  punishment  I  received  while  a  soldier  iu  the 
Scots  Greys  on  the  2i)th  of  May,  1SH2.  I  have  reason  to  com- 
plain of  that  offensive  placard,  and  complained  of  it  to  tlie 
Peace  Society  as  soon  as  I  knew  of  its  existence,  and  on  the 
following  gi'ounds : — 1.  Because  my  own  opinion  has  been 
decidedly  in  favour  of  tlie  volunteering  of  recruits  to  the 
militia,  in  preference  to  a  compulsory  ballot  (or  invasion  of 
the  duniestic  circle  by  a  conscription) ;  and  because,  if  the 
battalions  of  the  militia  were  nut  filled  by  volunteers,  the 
couscriptiow  must  have  been  resorted  to.  2.  Because  I  do 
not  believe  that  militiamen  were  or  are  likely  to  be  flogged, 
unless  they  commit  crimes  wliich  they  may  easUy  avoid. 
?y.  Because  my  book  was  intended  to  be,  what  every  page  of 
it  proves,  a  warning  to  young  men  entering  the  army,  and  to 
soldiers  already  there,  not  to  connect  themselves  with  politics 
and  regimental  politicians  as  I  vmfortunately  did ;  also  to 
dissuade  civilians  from  connecting  themselves  with  physical 
force  movements.  4.  Because  a  quotation  is  prominently 
made  from  my  book  in  the  Peace  Society's  placard  without 
their  naming  the  book  or  explaining  why  I  was  flogged ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  leading  any  ouo  nut  acquainted  with  me  to 
infer  that  I  was  some  malefactor,  giiilt.v,  jirobably,  of  a  vile 
moral  crime  (which  soldiers  are  usually  guilty  of  before  re- 
ceiving such  a  punishment).  5.  Because  my  name  was  the 
only  one  used  in  the  placard  as  a  soldier  wiio  had  suffered 
that  punishment,  which  was  to  deter  men  from  volunteering 
into  the  Militia,  li.  Because  I  was  not  asked  if  I  would  allow 
my  name  to  be  used  for  such  a  purpose.  And,  lastly,  if  I  had, 
I  should  liave  emphatically  said,  'No.' — I  am,  &c. 

"Charles  Hiudley,  Esq.,  M.P."       ALEXANDER  Somerville. 
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Lord  Palmerston  continued  to  say,  that  Mr.  Bright 
had  found  fault  with  him  for  having  said  something  on  a 
former  occasion  which  the  hon.  member  thought  offen- 
sive to  persons  belonging  to  the  Peace  Society.  Upon 
the  occasion  alluded  to  he  stated  what  he  certainly  could 
not  retract — namely,  that  he  thought  the  course  pursued 
by  those  persons  was  a  grave  offence.  It  was  evidently 
their  intention  to  obstruct  the  public  service,  and  to 
deprive  the  country  of  the  defence  which  Parliament 
thought  it  ought  to  have.  The  hon.  member  talked  of 
"gagging  the  press,"  and  said  that  the  proceedings 
instituted  by  the  late  government  were  calculated  to 
have  that  effect.  No  doubt,  this  was  a  free  country, 
and  a  man  might  publish  what  he  pleased,  provided  it 
did  not  involve  an  offence  against  the  law  ;  but  if  the 
government  saw  anything  ijublished  which  they  were 
advised  was  not  only  against  the  law,  but  again.st  the 
interests  of  country,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government 
to  put  a  stop  to  it.  It  was  not  his  wish  to  say  anything 
hostile  to  the  Peace  Society  ;  he  looked  upou  the  per- 
sons composing  it  as  a  set  of  well-intentioned  fanatics. 
They  were  much  too  good  to  be  intrusted  with  political 
functions  in  this  wicked  and  sinful  world. 

The  houGe  then  went  into  a  committee  of  supply  on 
the  Navy  Estiinates,  and  a  number  of  sums  belonging 
to  that  department  were  voted  after  various  discussions, 
of  which  the  most  important  was  on  the  subject  of 
Flogging  in  the  Navy. — Mr.  Stapleton  urged  upon 
the  government  the  importance  of  considering  this 
punishment,  with  a  view  to  its  entire  abolition,  and  the 
substituting  of  some  less  revolting  and  demoralising 
mode  of  maintaining  discipline.  He  observed,  that 
the  subject  affected  "the  character,  not  of  the  Royal 
Navy  only,  but  of  the  merchant  service ;  as,  unless 
corporal  punishment  was  abolished  in  the  former,  the 
condition  of  the  latter,  in  regard  to  the  liability  of  the 
men  to  the  same  infliction,  could  not  be  ameliorated. 
When  this  species  of  punishment  was  first  iutroducod 
into  the  navy,  it  prevailed  in  schools,  prisons,  work- 
houses, and  similar  establishments  ;  but  in  these  it  had 
long  since  been  abolished,  and,  as  experience  proved, 
with  the  most  beneficial  results.  The  question  was  a 
social  as  well  as  a  military  one.  Suppose  it  was  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  a  conscription  for  the  purpose  of  man- 
ning our  navy  or  recruiting  our  army,  and  persons 
belonging  to  the  middle  classes  were  subjected  to  this 
degrading  punishment,  the  consequence  would  be,  he 
believed,  mutiny,  if  not  rebellion;  and  it  would  never 
do  to  apply  one  system  of  punishment  to  one  class  of 
persons  and  a  different  one  to  another.  He  suggested 
that  solitary  confinement,  with  bread  and  water  diet, 
might  in  almost  all  cases  on  shipboard  be  found  an 
effective  substitute  for  flogging. — Sir  J.  Graiiahe  said 
that  he  was  desirous  that  every  possible  cheek  upon  the 
undue  exercise  of  corporal  punishment  in  the  navy 
should  be  imposed.  The  subject  had  occupied  the 
attention  of  all  the  different  Boards  of  Admiralty  that 
had  existed  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  the  result 
was,  that  every  check  that  experience  could  devise  had 
been  established,  and  was  rigidly  carried  into  effect  in 
the  administration  of  this  description  of  punishment. 
In  the  Hrst  place,  cai-e  had  been  taken  that  it  should  not 
be  inflicted  in  hot  blood,  by  requiring  that  twenty-four 
hours  shoxild  elapse  between  the  sentence  and  the 
punishment.  Then  the  number  of  lashes  was  limited 
to  forty-eight,  and  it  was  required  that  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  offence  and  the  punishment  sho\ild  be 
recorded  and  returned  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
station,  and  remitted  to  the  Admiralty,  to  be  then 
revised  by  the  naval  officer  of  the  board,  and  to  be 
brought  by  him  periodically  xmder  review  liy  the  head 
of  the  department.  And  for  some  years  past  it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  Admiralty,  in  forming  their 
opinions  of  the  merits  of  commanding  officers,  to  be 
guided  very  much  by  the  efficient  discipline  they  had 
maintained  with  the  smallest  amount  of  corporal  punish- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  substitution  of  imi)risonment, 
it  should  be  remembered,  that  in  ships  not  over-manned, 
to  imprison  any  of  the  crew  would  be  to  increase  the 
labour,  and  thus  inflict  unmerited  punishment  on  the 
rest.  He  should  rejoice  if  corporal  i>unisl)meut  could, 
consistently  with  the  maintenance  of  discipline,  be  still 
further  restricted,  but  he  entreated  the  house  to  weigh 


well  the  danger  that  might  result,  before  they  pro- 
nounced in  favour  of  its  total  abolition. — Mr.  W.  Wil- 
liams thought  it  should  be  a  rule  on  board  a  man-of- 
war  as  it  was  in  a  regiment  of  the  line,  that  corporal 
punishment  should  not  be  inflicted  except  on  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial. — Sir  G.  Pechkll  observed 
that  it  was  often  the  case  on  board  a  man-of-war  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  could  not  be  obtained  to 
form  a  court-martial,  but  in  a  regiment  of  the  line  that 
difficulty  could  never  arise. 

Lord  D.  SxuAiw  put  some  questions  to  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs  respecting  the  Case  of  Edumrd 
Murray.  He  asked  the  noble  lord  whether  he  had  any 
hopes  of  obtaining  any  further  extention  of  clemency 
to  this  unfortunate  man  i  Whether  he  had  received 
any  information  of  a  cliaraeter  to  enable  him  to  form 
an  opinion  as  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner 
in  respect  to  the  heinous  crime  laid  to  his  charge  ? 
Whether  he  would  state  that  opinion  or  communicate 
that  information  to  the  house  ?  and  whether  he  had 
taken,  or  intended  to  take,  measures  to  prevent  the 
commutation  of  Murray's  sentence  from  death  to  perpe- 
tual imprisonment,  from  resulting  in  the  wasting  of  the 
body,  the  sinking  of  the  spirits,  the  weakening  of  the 
mind,  which  are  but  additions  to  the  capital  punish- 
ment, which  a  long  close  confinement  too  often  involve  ? 
— Lord  J.  llrssELL  said,  with  regard  to  this  case.  Lord 
Malmsbury  directed  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  to  make  repre- 
sentations, with  a  view  to  the  commutation  of  the 
sentence.  He  himself  had  since  directed  that  those 
representations  should  be  continued,  and  they  were 
continued  while  Sir  Henry  was  at  Florence.  Sir  Henry 
had  lately  come  away,  but  representations  would  con- 
tinue to  be  made  by  the  British  minister  at  Florence. 
As  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Edward  Murray,  he 
could  only  say  that  the  Iloman  government  denied  that 
if  the  trial  had  taken  place  in  an  English  court  the 
result  would  have  been  different. 

On  Tuesday,  February  22,  anumber  of  private  bills  were 
before  the  house,  one  of  which,  Her  Majesty's  Theatre 
Association  Bill,  was  of  general  interest.  Its  second 
reading  was  moved  by  Mr.  Phinn,  who  explained  its 
nature.  It  was  well  known  (he  said)  that  for  many 
years  it  had  been  found  extremely  difficult  to  carry  on 
the  opera — in  consequence  of  a  succession  of  persons  who 
had  taken  that  establishment  having  discovered  that  it 
was  inadequately  supported  by  the  public.  The  result 
was  that  no  person  who  had  the  requisite  amount  of 
capital,  would  embark  in  the  enterprise;  and  the  object 
of  this  bill  was  to  invest  a  large  body  of  gentlemen, 
who  had  taken  great  interest  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  fine  arts,  especially  of  the  dramatic  and  lyrical 
art,  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  corporition. 
Her  Majesty,  in  her  speech  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
recommended  to  jiarliament  the  promotion  of  the  fine 
arts,  and  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  that 
recommendation  that  he  now  asked  the  house  to  read 
the  bill  a  second  time,  with  a  view  to  its  being  after- 
wards reierred  to  a  select  committee.  In  almost  all 
the  great  European  capitals,  the  opera  was  supported 
to  a  great  extent  by  the  government.  Our  own  operas 
had  for  some  time  been  in  a  state  of  notorious  insol- 
vency ;  and  it  was  for  the  house  to  consider  whether 
it  would  invest  a  large  number  of  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen with  power  to  provide  a  remedy  for  such  a  state 
of  things.  In  order  to  effect  this  object  the  parties  were 
ready  to  contribute  nearly  198,000^.,  and  he  asked  the 
house  to  concede  to  them  the  usual  courtesy  of  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee,  in  order  that  the  matter  might 
be  discussed  calmly,  and  the  opposition,  if  there  were 
any,  removed.  It  had  been  objected  to  the  bill  that  it 
was  contrary  to  public  policy.  He  believed  the  real 
objection  was  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  private  interest 
of  certain  parties,  who  felt  that  if  the  bill  were  carried 
there  would  be  a  chance  of  the  opera  being  conducted 
with  efficiency  and  success.  The  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  continue  at  the  old  site  the  lyrical  and  dramatic 
entertainment  which  had  for  the  last  150  years  been 
carried  on  at  her  Majesty's  Theatre,  which  had  received 
royal  and  distinguished  patronage,  and  which  every 
sovereign  of  this  country  during  that  period  had  con- 
sidered essential  to  the  cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  ;  and 
further   ta  afford   those  who  might  be  trained   in  the 
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Academy  of  Music  an  opportunity  of  displaying  before 
the  public  the  acquirements  which  they  had  fjained 
under  the  patronage  of  the  crown.  He  believed  the  bill 
was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  involved  the  prin- 
ciple of  limited  liability.  No  doubt  that  was  the  case. 
It  was  not  to  he  expected  that  gentlemen  of  fortune 
■would  risk  their  property  to  an  unlimited  extent  for 
a  public  purpose.  This  was  not  a  mere  trading  specu- 
lation ;  it  was  a  gratuitous  combination  of  gentlemen  to 
promote  a  public  oiiject ;  and  they  had  a  right  to  say 
that  their  liability  must  be  limited  within  certain  bounds. 
A  precedent  for  this  principle  was  to  be  found  in  the 
case  of  the  Drury-lane  Act,  52  Geo.  III.,  c.  119,  which 
■was  pa'ised  shortly  after  Drury-lanc  'Iheatre  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  He  admitted  that  the  promoters  sought 
in  the  first  instance  to  obtain  their  object  by  other 
means.  They  went  to  the  late  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  ask  for  a  charter,  and  their  request  was 
refused  ;  and  he  believed  they  now  came  to  the  house 
in  opposition  to  that  right  hon  gentleman's  opinion.  It 
was  for  the  house  to  say  whether  they  would  refuse  to 
make  a  concession  which  had  been  made  in  favour  of  the 
Electric  Telegraph  Company  and  the  Crystal  Palace 
Company.  He  would  detain  the  house  with  only  one 
more  observation.  The  Academy  of  Music  acted  under 
a  charter,  and  he  did  not  understand  on  what  prin- 
ciple peculiar  privileges  could  be  granted  to  a  school 
wliich  was  to  foster  and  train  up  the  rising  generation  in 
the  musical  and  dramatic  art,  while  they  refused  to  those 
■who  had  been  so  trained  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
their  talents.  He  entreated  the  house  to  read  the 
hill  a  second  time  and  refer  its  details  t)  a  committee  ■ — 
Mr.  Hume  objected  to  the  second  reading  on  the  ground 
that  the  principle  of  limited  liability,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  had  been  referred  by  the  government  to  a  com- 
mission ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  was  a  bill 
■which  ought  not  to  be  passed  pending  the  inquiry.  He 
should  certainly  oppose  its  further  progress  under  the 
circumstances. — Mr.  M.  Milnes  said  the  answer  to  the 
hon.  gentleman's  objection  was,  that  this  was  not  a 
trading  bill,  and  that  the  question  of  limited  liability,  as 
aff'tcting  credit,  had  here  no  application.-— Mr.  Clay 
opposed  the  bill,  and  aflSrmed  that  it  was  for  a  mere 
trading  speculation. — Admiral  Pechki.l  hojied  the 
house  would  have  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  on  the  question,  as  it  involved  the  inter- 
ests of  hundreds  of  persons.— Mr.  Card  well  said  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words  in  answer  to  the 
appeal  which  had  been  made  to  him.  This  subject  came 
before  the  member  for  Oxford  (Mr.  Henley),  when  he 
presided  over  the  business  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
refused  the  application  made  to  him  for  a  charter  of 
limited  liability,  being  governed,  as  he  understood,  both 
by  precedent  and  by  principle.  AVhen  the  case  was 
brought  before  himself  he  thought  it  no  disrespect  to 
the  right  honourable  gentleman's  decision  to  have  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Lumley,  which  lasted  nearly  an 
hour,  and  at  its  close,  he  did  not  entertain  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  gentle-iian's  view  was 
correct.  It  was  said  that  this  was  not  a  trading  con- 
cern. Pie  only  hoped  that  the  creditors  of  the  concern 
might  see  no  reason  hereafter  to  view  it  as  a  trading 
concern;  but  he  could  not  help  reminding  tlie  house 
that  one  of  the  chief  grounds  on  which  the  bill  was 
a>ked  for  was,  that  no  private  fortune  was  adequate  to 
meet  the  expenses.  He  had  been  very  much  pressed 
•with  the  consideration  of  the  great  respectability  of  the 
parties  who  asked  for  a  charter.  No  one  could  doubt 
that  they  were  persons  of  the  highest  stiinding ;  but  the 
law  of  this  country  acknowledged  no  difference  between 
one  subject  and  another ;  and  he  asked  the  house  to  re- 
member that  if  they  passed  this  bill,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  refuse  similar  applications  from  persons  who  had 
dift'erent  objects.  He  thought  he  was  doing  no  injustice 
by  saying  that  the  one  object  of  this  bill  was  to  obtain 
limited  liability,  which  the  ordinary  provisions  of  the 
Joint  Stock  Companies  Act  did  not  give.  The  question 
was  one,  therefore,  not  of  detail,  but  of  principle ;  and 
it  wa-  for  the  house  to  consider  whether  it  would  set  up 
the  principle  of  limited  liability  in  this  particular  case. 
He  maintained  that  the  bill  was  contrary  to  precedent, 
and  ought  not  to  be  sanctioned.  Two  years'  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 


Commons  had  resulted  in  a  recommendation  that  a  com- 
mission of  inquiry  should  be  appointed  by  the  crown. 
The  crown  was  going  to  appoint  a  commission,  and  he 
hoped  that  it  would  lead  to  a  settlement  of  the  question, 
what  were  the  cases  in  which  limited  liability  should  be 
given,  if  indeed  it  were  ever  conceded.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  did  not  think  the  bill  ought  to  pass ; 
and,  inasmuch  as  the  second  reading  involved  the  ques- 
tion wh  ch  would  have  to  be  decided  by  the  commission 
— namely,  whether  there  should  be  limited  liability  or 
not,  he  should  vote  against  it. — On  a  division,  the  second 
reading  was  negatived  by  170  against  70 ;  and  thus  the 
bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  Spooner  moved  for  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house  to  Consider  the  Act  relatiriff  to  Maynootlt  College  ; 
maintaining  that  when  the  act  was  passed,  its  supporters 
were  unaware  of  the  evil  effects  which  would  result  from 
the  system  of  education,  and  the  spread  of  those  prin- 
ciples which   a   Protestant  country  was  thus  made  to 
support.     He  contended  also  that  the  act  could  not  be 
maintiined   without  a  violation  of  the   Parliamentary 
oath,  the  terms  of  which  the  hon.  member  cited  with  a 
vehemence  highly  amusing  to  the  house.     He  warned 
them  how  far  they  encouraged  the  increase  of  the  priest 
party  in  Ireland,  who,  as  had  been  sufficiently  indicated 
at  the  recent  elections,   were   only  seeking   to  rid  the 
country   altogether   of  the   incubus   of  the    Protestant 
church.     He  read  a  variety  of  reports  of  speeches  from 
Irish  journals  in  support  of  his  case,  affording,  as  he 
believed,  a  convincing  proof  that  the  object  of  the  endow- 
ment of  Maynooth  College  had  altogether  failed.     He 
examined   the   religi'ius   laws  by   which   Catholics   are 
governed,  and  declared  them  to  be  incompatible  with 
allegiance  to  the  throne  or  the  constitution.     A  catholic 
was  incapable  of  being  a  good  subject,  incapable  of  tole- 
ration, which  was  only  a  treacherous  sign  ;  and  any  con- 
cession made  towards  him  was  made  at  the  peril  of  the 
country. — Mr  J.  Macgregor  seconded  the  motion,  but 
suggested  that  instead  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  house, 
a  select  committee  should   be  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject.     Ho  was  in  favour  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
but  the  statements  of  Mr.  Spooner  were  too  important 
not  to  be  either  established  or  disproved. — Mr.  Schole- 
FIELD  moved  an  amendment  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
after  the  word  "  consider,"  and  to  substitute  the  words, 
"all  enactments  now  in  force  whereby  the   revenue  of 
the  country  is  charged  in  aid  of  any  ecclesiastical  or 
religious  purposes  wiiatsoever,  with  a  view  to  a  repeal  of 
such  enactments."     There  were  a  variety  of  enactments 
of  a  similar  nature  to  the  Maynooth  grant,  and  equally 
vicious  in  principle,  and  his  object  was  to  sweep  them 
away   altogether.       Still,    if    his   amendment   was   not 
adopted,  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution  ;  for,  if  a 
reform  was  to  be  made,  it  should  begin  with  the  more 
powerful  religious   body  charged  upon  the  state.     His 
object  in  proposing  the  amendment  was  to  remove  the 
question  from  a  narrow  aird   sectarian  ground   to  the 
broad  basis  of  religious  liberty. — Sir  W.  Cl.\y  seconded 
the  amendment.     The  corner-stone  of  our  faith  was  the 
right  of  private  judgment,  which  right  was  incomp.itible 
with  the  endowment  of  any  particular  religion   by  the 
state.     The  time  was  coming  when  it  wfluld  be  necessary 
to  revise  our  entire  religious  system,  and  in  Ireland  he 
was  not  quite  clear  that  the  time  had  not  arrived.     In 
the  event  of  the  amendment  being  rejected,  he  would 
follow  the  course  of  Mr.  ScholefiehL — Mr.  F.  Greville 
defended  the  endowment  and  opposed  the  motion.- — Mr. 
Mi.\-i.L  spoke  generally  in  favour  of  religious  liberty. — 
Mr.  Ball  supported  the  motion. — Mr.  Duffy  examined 
the  sources  of  Mr.  Spooner's  evidence,  which  he  did  not 
con.sider  to  be  accredited.  He  had  never  seen  the  alleged 
facts  in  the  journals  from  which  they  were  said  to  have 
been  quoted,  and  at  best  the  journals  themselves  were 
of  no  influence,  and  entitled  to  very  little  consideraticm. 
He  had  seen  the  statements  in  question— together  with 
a  great  many  others  of  a  similar  character — in  a  work 
(from  which  he  quoted)  written  by  Sir  Francis  Head — 
an  octavo  volume,  the  result  of  a  fortnight's  observation 
and  reflection  in  Ireland.  He  disbelieved  tlie  statements 
that  had    been  made,  and  on  general  grounds  claimed 
religious  equality  for  Ireland. — Sir  J.  Young  defended 
the   p<.licy  of  the  grant,  as  tending  to  diminish  differ- 
ences between  the  two  great  religious  classes  in  Ireland. 
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He  did  not  deny  that  the  priests  had  been  guilty  of  some 
excesses  during  the  recent  elections,  but  thnse  who  had 
been  thus  guilty  were  but  a  small  portion  of  a  large 
class;  and  there  was  some  allowance  to  be  made  even 
for  them,  when  they  remembfred  the  peculiar  religious 
excitement  which  prevailed  at  the  period.  He  opposed 
the  motion,  not  merely  because  it  went  as  far  as  it  did, 
but  because  it  must  go  further.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  a  retrograde  policy,  which  had  been  the  main  cause 
of  all  the  miseries  of  Ireland.  He  had  the  highest  au- 
thorities on  his  side,  anil  especially  quoted  the  opini'in 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  condemned  even 
the  appearance  of  persecution.  It  was  tliis  wise  prin- 
ciple that  he  hoped  would  govern  the  Protestants  of  the 
country. — Mr.  B.  Stan  hope  supported  the  motion  ;  and 
the  debate  was  then  adjourned. 

On  Wednesday,  February  23,  Mr.  Milner  Gidson 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  County  Rates  and 
Expenditure  Bill.  He  oliserved  that  the  subject  had 
been  before  Parliament  for  the  last  twenty  years ;  ttiat 
the  title  of  the  ratepayers  to  a  voice  in  the  control  of 
county  e.Nponditure,  in  conjunction  with  the  magistracy, 
had  been  admitted  ;  and  that  this  bill,  while  itadopted 
the  representative  principle,  reserved  considerable  power 
to  the  magistrates,  and  did  not  trench  upon  their  judi- 
cial autliority.  He  justified  the  departures  from  the 
bill  of  1851,  as  respected  the  constitution,  powers,  and 
functions  of  the  Financial  Boards  ;  but  merely  asked 
the  house  now  to  sanction  the  principle  of  the  measure. 
— Lord  Palmekstox,  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
acknowledged  the  importance  of  the  subject,  which 
involved  matters  of  national  consideration  —  police, 
treatment  of  prisoners,  and  care  of  lunatic  asylums — 
and  was,  moreover,  connected  with  the  personal  feelings 
of  the  unpaid  magistracy.  The  expediency  of  intro- 
ducing the  representative  principle  into  the  control  ot 
county  expenditure,  he  considered  had  been  cimceded, 
and  acquitscing  in  the  bill  so  far  as  that  principle  was 
concerned,  he  should  oft'er  no  oppositiim  to  the  second 
reading;  but  in  his  opinion  the  measure  should,  with 
the  exception  of  the  mode  in  which  the  financial  boards 
were  to  be  elected,  be  brought  back  in  the  committee 
to  the  bill  of  1851.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  he  added, 
that  the  acquiescence  of  the  government  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  arose  from  any  distrust  in  the  unpaid 
magistracy. — Mr.  Freshfield  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  and  Sir  B.  Hall  supported  it. — Sir  J.  Pakington, 
agreeing  in  much  of  what  had  fallen  trom  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  drew  attention  to  what  he  deemed  the  animus 
of  the  bill,  namely  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  magistracy. 
He  did  not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  bill, 
reserving  to  himself,  however,  the  power  of  objecting 
to  all  its  most  material  provisions. — Sir  G.  Grey  con- 
curred entirely  in  the  course  taken  by  Lord  Palmerston. 
He  thought  it  desirable  that  the  representative  prin- 
ciple should  be  applied  to  the  constitution  of  bodies 
charged  with  the  administration  of  county  financial 
affairs,  but  that  the  amendments  made  by  the  select 
committee  in  the  bill  of  1851,  which  reserved  to  the 
magistrates  not  only  their  judicial  but  their  executive 
functions  with  reference  to  the  constabulary,  gaols,  and 
lunatic  asylums,  should  be  reintroduced  into  this  bill. 
After  some  further  discussion,  the  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  was  ordered  to  be  committed  pro  forma  on 
Friday,  in  order  that  it  might  be  adapted  to  the  views 
of  the  government. 

The  adjourned  Debate  on  Maynooth  College  was  then 
resumed  by  Mr.  Fagan,  who  opposed  the  amendment 
as  well  as  the  original  motion,  and  denied  the  relevancy 
of  the  charges  brought  against  the  Koman  Catholic 
clergy  for  iheir  alleged  conduct  at  the  late  elections  in 
Ireland,  which,  if  true,  had  nothing  to  do  with  May- 
nooth, or  witli  its  system  of  education.  These  topics 
had  been  introduced,  he  said,  in  order  to  imbue  the 
minds  of  members  of  election  committees  with  certain 
extravagant  notions.  The  religious  excitement  ex- 
hibited at  the  elections  he  attributed  to  the  acts  of  the 
late  government.  The  motive  for  the  endowment  of 
Maynooih  was,  he  insisted,  from  the  first,  political;  hut 
the  peojilo  of  Ireland  received  it  as  a  boon,  with  grati- 
tude. He  combate.l  the  objections  to  the  grant  founded 
upon  its  policy,  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic 
religion  (which  would  apply  to  endowments  in  Canada 


and  India),  and  upon  the  moral  teaching  at  Maynooth. 
Upon  the  last  head,  he  avowed,  as  a  Roman  Catholic, 
that  he  did  not  hold  himself  bound  by  doctrines  put 
forth  by  enthusiastic  writers,  and  he  repudiated  the 
opinions  cited  from  Bellarmine  and  Aquinas.  As  a 
lover  of  peace,  he  hoped  the  motion  would  fail,  since  its 
success  would  light  up  aflame  of  agitation  in  Ireland. — 
Mr.  FORTESCUE  considered  that  the  question  should 
now  be  settled  once  for  all.  He  deprecated  the  present 
discussion,  and  the  sentiments  of  religious  intolerance 
which  it  had  called  forth.— Lord  Stanley,  though  he 
deprecated  the  agitation  of  this  question,  was  unwilling 
that  the  debate  should  close  without  the  expression  of 
an  opinion  by  a  member  of  the  late  government  upon 
the  motion,  to  which  he  could  not  give  his  support. 
Briefly  tracing  the  history  of  the  Maynooth  grant,  he 
observed  that  tKe  intention  of  Sir  R.  Peel  was  that  the 
settlement  of  1845  should  be  permanent  and  uncon- 
ditional, and  that  it  would  be  impossible  now  to  replace 
the  question  in  the  same  position  as  that  in  which 
it  stood  prior  to  1845.  He  then  argued  against  the 
amendment,  which,  he  remarked,  opened  a  question 
too  wide  and  important  to  be  discussed  as  an  amend- 
ment. Had  the  motion  been  for  inquiry,  he  should 
have  supported  it,  for  Parliament  had  a  right 
to  see  whether  the  money  had  been  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  granted. — Mr.  LucAS 
was  opposed  to  both  the  amendment  and  the 
original  resolution.  The  former  was  as  objectionable 
to  those  who  shared  his  religious  opinions  as  the 
latter ;  he  considered  it,  indeed,  the  same  in  a  different 
shape,  and  dictated  by  the  same  feeling  of  religioiis 
bigotry.  Let  the  question  be  put  fairly  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  justice  ;  let  the  amendment  include  all  religious 
endowments  in  Ireland  of  whatever  kind,  including 
that  most  flagitious  of  all  endowments — conceived  in 
fraud  and  brought  forth  in  robbery — the  established 
church  in  Ireland,  and  he  would  support  it.  One  of 
the  objects  of  Sir  R.  Peel's  policy  in  this  grant  had 
certainly  failed— that  of  preventing  angry  discussions 
about  Maynooth.  He  declined  to  refute  the  offensive 
accusations  of  Mr.  Spooner,  who  had  aspersed,  he  said, 
every  thing  sacred  and  holy  in  his  (Mr.  Lucas')  esti- 
mation. The  question  was  not  whether  Maynooth 
was  a  good  college  or  not,  but  whether  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  was  such  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  any 
endowment  whatever. — Mr.  Drummond  said,  his  con- 
stituents had  desired  him  to  vote  against  this  grant, 
but  he  had  refused,  offering,  however,  if  a  case  was 
made  out  and  an  inquiry  was  asked,  to  vote  for  it. 
He  exposed  the  dangerous  doctrines  of  the  Jesuits, 
which  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  he  said,  authorised 
by  the  Catholic  church,  observing  that  he  wished  to 
treat  this,  not  as  a  religious  question,  but  as  a  question 
of  a  conspiracy  of  these  men  against  the  rights  of  man- 
kind.— Sir  R.  Inglis  remonstrated  strongly  against  the 
expressions  ust-d  by  Mr.  Lucas  with  reference  to  the 
established  church  of  Ireland. — Mr.  Lucas  disavowed 
any  expression  off'ensive  to  any  member  or  to  his 
church.  He  had  spoken  of  the  established  church  of 
Ireland,  he  said,  as  a  political  institution,  not  in  its 
character  of  a  church. — Mr.  ^Serjeant  Shee  declared 
that  Mr.  Lucas  did  not  speak  for  him  on  the  subject 
of  the  established  church  in  Ireland. — Sir  J.  Shelley 
denied  that,  in  voting  for  the  amendment,  he  was 
actuated  by  religious  bigotry. — The  house  divided,  and 
Mr.  Spooner's  motion  was  negatived  by  192  to  162. 
The  house  adjourned  without  the  amendment  being  put. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

llovse  of  Lords.— ¥eh.  10th.— Bill  respecting  Law  Refoi-m 
presented  by  Lord  St.  Leonards.— Question  of  Lord  Derby  as 
to  the  Policy  of  Government. 

1-tth.— L;iw  Refonn,  Lord  Cranworth's  statement.— Regis- 
tration of  Deeds,  Bill  presented. 

1.5th. — Canada  Clergy  Reserves  discussion. 

ISth.— Irish  Valuation  Act  Amendment  Bill  read  a  second 
and  third  time  and  passed. 

2-.Jnd.— Law  of  Evidence  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
—Divorce  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons. — Feb.  10. — Lord  John  Russell's  state- 
ment of  Intended  Mesisures  of  Government. 

14th. Coals,  Select  Committee  appointed. — ^^Uuiou  of  Bene- 
fices BiU  brought  in. 
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15th. — Examiners  in  Chaucei-y  Bill  brought  in. — Sale  and 
Piu-chase  of  Land  Bill  brought  in. — Canada  Clergy  Reserves, 
Mr.  Peel's  statement. 

16th.— County  Polls  Bill  passed.— Elections  Bill  and  Cruelty 
to  Animals  Bill  brought  in. 

17th.— Hop  Duty,  Mr.  Frewen'.s  i-csolution  negatived. — 
Canada  Clergy  Reserves  Bill  brought  in. 

ISth.— Mr.  Disraeh's  speech  on  Relations  with  France.— 
Navy  Estimates. — Examiners  in  Chancery  BiU  read  a  second 
time. 

21st. — Election  Committees,  Reports  received  relative  to 
Lancaster,  Tavistock,  and  Canterbury.— Committee  of  Supply, 
Na'vy  Estimates. — Grand  Jury  Cess  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. — Oflice  of  Examiner  Court  of  Chancery 
BiU  considered  in  Committee,— Sheriffs'  Courts  (Scotland) 
BiU  read  a  first  time. 

22nd. — Her  Majesty's  Theatre  Association  Bill  thrown  out  on 
second  reading. — Maynooth  Grant,  debate  on  Mr.  Spooner's 
motion.  , 

23rd. — Coimty  Rates  and  Expenditure  Bill  read  a  second 
time. — Adjourned  Debate  on  Mayuooth,  Mr.  iSpooner's  motion 
negatived. 

Earl  St.  Germans,  the  new  viceroy  of  Ireland,  held 
his  first  levee  on  the  7th  iust.  In  answer  to  an  address 
of  the  corporation  of  Dublin,  he  thus  alluded  to  the 
Abolition  of  the  Viceroyalty  : — "I  am  persuaded  that 
the  abolition  of  Lord-Lieutenant  would  be  productive 
of  much  practical  inconvenience,  and  of  little  counter- 
vailing practical  advantage.  I  am,  moreover,  persuaded 
that  the  maintenance  of  this  office  is  desired  by  the 
great  body  of  the  Irish  people  ;  I  therefore  think  that 
its  abolition  would  be  highly  inexpedient.  This  opinion 
I.expressed  in  the  House  of  Commons  nine  years  ago, 
and  I  have  seen  no  reasim  since  to  alter  it." 

Sir  Charles  Wood  and  Mr.  Cropley,  the  members  for 
Halifax,  attended  a  large  Public  Meeting  of  their  Consti- 
tuents on  the  3id  inst.  In  his  speech  Sir  Charles  Wood 
adduced  recent  events  in  foreign  countries  as  a  warning 
against  precipitate  and  ill-considered  measures  of  reform, 
"  There  is,  "  he  said,  "  hardly  a  country  in  Europe 
which  in  the  last  four  or  five  years  has  not  attempted  a 
revolution.  There  is  hardly  a  country  in  Europe  in 
which  I  may  say  the  mob  has  not  for  a  time  gained  the 
ascendancy  ;  and  there  is  not  a  country  in  Europe  in 
which  the  reaction  has  not  been  such  that,  at  the  present 
moment,  despotism  rules  from  one  extremity  of  Europe 
to  another,  and  the  only  power  acknowledged  is  that  of 
the  sword.  Take  our  nearest  neighbours.  Such  a 
despotism  never  prevailed  in  France  even  in  the  time 
of  Napoleon  the  First.  The  press  gagged  ;  liberty  sup- 
pressed ;  no  man  allowed  to  speak  his  opinion ;  the 
neighbouring  country  of  Belgium  forced  to  gag  her  press  ; 
no  press  in  Europe  free  but  ours,  which,  thank  God,  he 
cannot  gag.  And  hence  his  hatred  of  our  press,  that 
it  alone  dares  to  speak  the  truth.  But  how  has  that 
despotism  been  constituted  ?  Not  by  the  intelligence  of 
France,  not  by  the  intelligent  electors ;  not  by  the 
educated  classes  of  France ;  because  he  altered  the  con- 
stitution before  he  put  the  question  of  his  power  to 
the  vote.  Twice  an  appeal  has  been  made  in  the  form 
in  which  he  chose  to  put  it  to  the  people  of  France. 
The  votes  of  France  were  taken  by  universal  sufi'rage 
and  vote  by  ballot.  Therefore,  gentlemen,  let  us  extend 
the  J'rauchise,  let  us  extend  political  rights,— that 
has  been  my  opinion  and  my  idea  ever  since  I  had 
a  vote  in  Parliament ;  but  let  us  take  care  that  we 
do  it  cautiously  and  steadily,  not  beyond  what  the 
general  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  country  demand. 
Let  us  extend  lower,  and  let  us  extend  wider  the 
middle  cla.sses  in  this  country — those  classes  which 
in  every  part  of  the  world  have  been  the  dcjiositaries 
of  liberal  opinions,  the  champions  of  freedom  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  great  and  the  corruption  of 
the  lowest  orders ;  extend  the  middle  classes  with  the 
intelligence  and  education  of  those  who  have  not  hitherto 
sufficiently  benefited  by  those  privileges.  Changes  of 
constitution  are  but  as  means  to  an  end.  It  is  but 
improving  the  machine  in  order  that  the  fabric  may  be 
better  for  the  improvement." 

The  National  Associationfor  the  Protection  of  British 
Industry  has  dissolved  itself.  A  meeting  was  held  on 
the  7th,  at  which  the  President  of  the  Association,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  took  the  chair.  Among  the  mem- 
bers present  were,  Mr.  Newdegate,  M.P.,  Sir  Bowyer 
Smijth,  M.P.,  Sir  Edward  Ball,  M.P.,  Mr.  Alderman 


Thompson,  M,P,,  Mr.  Cayley  Worsley,  Mr.  Chowler, 
Mr.  Ellman,  and  Mr.  Bosanquet.  There  were  also 
several  clergymen,  and  some  other  members  of  provincial 
societies.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  G.  F.  Young, 
dated  from  Geneva,  recommending  the  dissolution  of  the 
association,  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  but  declaring  him- 
self an  "  tmchanged  Protectionist."  When  this  letter 
had  been  read,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  expressed  his 
general  concurrence  with  the  views  of  the  writer.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  nation  could  never  be  great,  pros- 
perous, and  free,  without  Protection  ;  but  at  the  present 
moment,  "  we  ought  not  to  agitate  when  we  have  no 
party  in  Parliament  to  support  our  views."  Wages 
would  rise  ;  possibly  the  Manchester  men  would  find 
that  the  time  would  come  when  the  manufacturci-s  of  the 
United  States  could  undersell  them  even  in  the  iSIan- 
chester  market  itself.  The  day  of  reaction  would  arrive  ; 
but  to  continue  the  Association  would  rather  retard  than 
hasten  it.  A  resolution  dissolving  the  Associa.tion  was 
then  passed  ;  and  after  votes  of  thanks  to  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  Mr.  Newdegate,  the  Secretary,  and  Mr. 
Yoving,  the  meeting  broke  up. 

.  The  two  Houses  of  Convocation  of  the  clergy  of  tlie 
province  of  Canterbury  met  on  the  16th  inst.  In  the 
Upper  House,  in  November  last,  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  address  to  the  Queen  in  favour 
of  a  measure  for  better  enforcing  church  discipline.  The 
report  of  that  committee  was  now  brought  up  by  the 
Bishop  of  London,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Lower  House.  The  house  then 
received  a  report  by  the  vicar-general  on  the  question 
of  the  right  of  the  Bishop  of  Cape  Town  to  sit  in  Convo- 
vocation.  During  the  discussion  of  this  question  the 
time  for  presenting  the  above  address  arrived  ;  and  the 
Upper  House  being  joined  by  the  Lower,  they  proceeded 
to  Buckingham  Palace  accordingly.  The  (Convocation 
was  received  in  full  state  ;  and  her  Majesty  returned  a 
gracious  answer,  expressing  her  attachment  to  the  doc- 
trines of  true  religion,  and  her  confidence  in  their  desire 
to  preserve  harmony  in  the  Church,  while  maintaining 
its  doctrines  and  her  supremacy  unimpaired.  Both 
houses  then  returned  to  their  several  chambers.  In  the 
upper,  the  discussion  respecting  the  Bishop  of  Cape 
Town  was  resumed,  and  terminated  in  a  resolution  to 
the  eff'ect  that  the  house  did  not  feel  itself  competent, 
either  to  direct  a  citation  to  be  issued  to  the  bishop,  or 
to  allow  him,  without  such  citation,  to  take  his  place  in 
the  present  Convocation.  After  some  other  busines,s, 
the  prorogation,  after  some  discussion,  was  agreed  to ; 
and  the  Prolocutor  of  the  Lower  House  being  summoned, 
it  was  announced  that  Convocation  had  been  prorogued 
to  the  18th  of  August. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  Mutiny  on  board  the  bark  Georgiana,  in  the  harbour 
of  Geelong,  took  place  on  the  17th  of  October  last. 
The  particulars  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Murray,  master 
of  the  vessel,  in  a  letter  to  the  owners.  The  Gecrgiana 
left  Greenock  with  emigrants  in  last  July  ;  on  the  16th 
October  she  was  moored  at  Geelong.  "  I  found,"  says 
Mr.  Murray,  "  every  ship  de-sertcd  by  officers  and  crew. 
On  my  application  to  the  harbourmaster  for  protection, 
I  was  told  it  was  no  use  my  applying  for  any,  as  there 
was  not  sufficient  police  to  protect  the  town,  far  less  me. 
The  crew  and  officers  behaved  well  during  the  passage. 
I  used  every  precaution  to  keep  my  crew  on  board,  by 
taking  all  the  boats  on  board,  and  filling  them  with 
lumber,  &c.,  so  as  to  prevent  surprise — myself  and 
officers  only  keeping  watch  by  day  and  night.  From  the 
general  conduct  of  the  men,  I  had  not  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  the  occurrence  which  I  will  now  describe. 
About  one  P.M.  Sunday,  the  17th  October,  the  emigrants 
being  at  dinner,  eigliteen  of  tlie  crew,  headed  by  the 
cook  and  boatswain,  came  aft  and  demanded  a  boat  to 
go  to  the  Diggings,  asking  me  to  go  with  them  ;  all 
standing  with  their  hands  behind  their  backs.  I  refused. 
They  then  said,  '  We  will  take  her  by  force.'  Nearly 
every  one  then  showed  some  deadly  weapons,  such  as 
knives,  pistols,  &c.  At  this  critical  juncture,  I  asked 
the  doctor  and  mate's  advice,  and  then  went  forward 
and  asked  the  passengers'  assistance  ;  who  said  they  were 
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afraid  of  their  lives,  as  the  sailors  had  threatened  to  blow 
out  the  brains  of  any  who  would  come  to  my  assistance. 
I  then  went  among  the  men  and  remonstrated  with 
them  upon  the  folly  of  their  conduct,  and  begging  them 
not  to  leave  me  in  distress ;  pointing  out  to  them  how  I 
was  bound  down  to  execute  a  certain  charter  under  a 
penalty,  and  at  the  same  time  offering  to  increase  their 
pay  :  but  in  return  received  nothing  but  curses  and 
abuse;  for,  as  they  said,  go  to  the  Diggings  they  would, 
as  it  was  now  their  time  to  make  their  fortune  ;  and  if 
I  would  dare  to  prevent  them  taking  the  boat,  they 
would  do  for  me, — pistols  at  that  time  being  pointed  at 
me,  and  knives  and  daggers  flourished  before  me.  I 
told  them  that  they  need  not  think  to  intimidate  me,  as 
I  was  determined  to  protect  the  property  placed  under 
my  charge ;  and  warned  them  that  the  fii-st  man  who 
dared  to  hook  a  tackle  to  that  boat  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  her  away,  and  leave  the  ship  in  distress,  I  would 
shoot.  The  cook,  with  a  heavy  oath,  hooked  on  the 
after-tackle,  and  then  pulled  on  the  fall,  and  encouraged 
the  rest  to  do  the  same.  The  doctor  and  myself  warned 
them  a  second  time  of  the  consequences  ;  but  he  put  me 
to  utter  defiance.  I  then  pulled  a  pistol  fiom  my  breast 
and  fired.  He  fell.  The  sailmaker  then  fired  at  me, 
and  put  a  second  pistol  to  my  ear,  which  snapped.  He 
then  pointed  at  the  doctor,  his  pistol  again  snapping. 
We  were  then  all  overpowered,  myself  being  thrown 
face  downwards  on  the  deck  ;  when  I  was  most  brutally 
kicked  and  stabbed,  and  lashed  head  and  foot  up  to  the 
wheel-chains,  and  left  for  dead.  They  then  put  the 
boat  over  the  side,  taking  their  clothes,  &c.,  with  them, 
and  pulled  for  the  shore.  I  got  a  passage  on  shore 
by  another  ship's  boat,  and  immediately  acquainted  the 
authorities  of  the  whole  affair."  Subsequently,  seven 
of  the  mutineers  were  arrested,  and  committed  for  trial. 
In  a  postscript,  Mr.  Murray  says — "  On  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  above  occurrence,  the  authorities  at 
Melbourne  immediately  established  a  water-police  at 
Geelong." 

Elizabeth  Vickers,  a  middle  aged  woman,  was  ex 
amined  at  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  the  26th  ult., 
on  the  charge  of  Murdering  her  master.  It  appeared 
that  she  had  been  housekeeper  to  Mr.  William  Jones,  a 
gentleman  84  years  old,  who  lived  in  Acre  Lane, 
Brixton.  She  had  been  fourteen  years  in  his  service, 
and  had  obtained  a  complete  control  over  him,  excluding 
his  relatives  and  friends  fi-om  his  house,  or  only  allowing 
them  to  see  him  in  her  presence.  Whenever  she 
threatened  to  leave  him,  the  old  man  was  greatly 
alarmed.  He  purposed  that  she  should  succeed  to  his 
property.  He  had  transferred  1000/.  in  the  Funds  to 
the  joint  names  of  himself  and  Vickers.  Yet  this  woman 
treated  him  with  the  greatest  cruelty.  She  would  go 
out  for  hours,  locking  him  in  the  house,  and  i-eturn  very 
drunk.  On  these  and  other  occasions  she  savagely  beat 
the  old  man  ;  the  neighbours  heai-d  quarrels,  cries, 
sounds  of  blows  and  falls  ;  and  Mr.  Jones  was  seen  with 
marks  of  frightful  lilows  on  his  head  and  face.  When 
Vickers  announced  that  her  master  was  dead,  a  surgeon 
found  the  body  extended  on  a  couch ;  she  told  an  im- 
probable story  of  his  sudden  death  after  drinking  some 
water.  A  post-mortem  examination  detected  the  marks 
of  numerous  blows  or  falls  and  cuts  on  the  face,  head, 
and  body  ;  death  had  been  caused  by  a  blow  or  fall  on 
the  temple,  which  had  produced  an  effusion  of  blood  on 
the  brain.  The  marks  were  not  of  wounds  just 
inflicted  ;  they  had  probably  been  received  from  six 
days  to  a  fortnight  before  the  surgeon  saw  them. 
Clothes  that  were  bloody  were  found  in  the  house, 
though  attempts  had  been  made  to  wash  out  the  stains. 
All  the  circumstances  detailed  by  the  witnesses  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  old  man  had  been  murdered. 
When  a  policeman  attempted  to  arrest  Vickers,  a  woman 
of  great  strength,  she  fought  so  furiously,  that  but  for 
the  aid  of  a  second  constable  the  otticer  would  have  been 
worsted.  She  was  remanded,  and  re-examined  on  the 
8th  inst.,  when  additional  evidence  was  given.  She 
violently  interrupted  the  witnesses,  reproving  them,  and 
sometimes  exclaiming  that  they  lied.  Articles  pawned 
by  her  she  declared  were  her  property,  not  Mr.  Jones's. 
The  house  at  Brixton  was  found  in  a  shamefully  dirty 
state,  and  amid  the  piles  of  foul  linen  were  articles 
stained  with  blood.     Under  his  wiU,  which  has  been 


proved  by  the  executor,  Jones  left  1400A  in  legacies, 
and  made  Vickers  residuary  legatee.  Her  solicitor 
offered  no  defence  :  and  she  was  fully  committed  for  trial. 

In  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  on  the  28th  ult.  Commis- 
sioner Fane  gave  an  Important  Judgment  in  the  case  of 
James  Holmes  the  shawl- warehouseman  in  Regent-street, 
who  became  bankrupt  .some  time  ago.  "Mr.  Fane 
attributed  much  of  the  bankrupt's  misfortunes  to  a 
private  arrangement  which  followed  his  bankruptcy  in 
1848.  He  disapproved  of  private  arrangements  generally, 
as  inducing  the  bankrupt  to  purchase  .secrecy  by  the 
promise  of  a  higher  dividend  than  his  assets  w'ill  allow, 
and  as  unfair  to  future  creditors.  To  these  motives  for 
secrecy  the  law  adds  the  expensiveness  of  bankruptcy. 
But  how  can  bankruptcy  be  otherwise  than  expensive, 
under  a  system  which  taxes  only  those  who  use  the 
courts  established  for  protection,  and  exempts  private 
arrangements  from  taxation.  The  bankruptcy  system 
(said  the  Commissioner)  indeed,  goes  further,  for  it 
throws  on  the  actual  suitors  not  only  the  expense  of  the 
court  itself,  but  tlie  burden  of  compensations  long  since 
granted  to  retired  or  displaced  officers ;  and  "hence 
expense  is  constantly  diminishing  the  number  of  public 
bankrupteies,  and  substituting  for  them  private  arrange- 
ments. If  our  legal  reformers  were  desirous  of  dis- 
covering some  palliation  for  this  evil,  I  think  they  would 
find  it  in  imposing  a  moderate  charge  on  all  insolvencies 
settled  under  private  deeds,  and  applying  the  proceeds 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  courts ;  for  such  charge  would 
diminish  the  burden  on  public  and  increase  that  on 
private  insolvencies,  and  tlius  diminish  the  temptation 
to  privacy  by  making  publicity  less  dear  and  privacy 
less  cheap  ;  nor  would  there  be  any  injustice  in  this, 
because  the  creditors  under  private  insolvencies  are 
indirectly  protected  by  the  existence  of  those  courts  for 
whose  protection  they  at  present  pay  nothing.  In  the 
present  case.  Holmes  owed,  in  1848,  15,907/.,  and  had 
4151/.  available  assets ;  but  the  arrangement  specified 
that  he  should  pay  not  five  shillings  but  ten  shillings  in 
the  pound.  Of  course  the  extra  five  shillings  could  only 
come  from  the  future  profits  of  the  business.  Then  he 
had  agreed  to  pay  the  dividend  by  instalments  extending 
over  a  space  of  eighteen  months.  Yet  to  some  he  had 
paid  twenty  shillings  and  fifteen  shillings  instead  of  ten 
shillings  in  the  pound,  and  others  he  had  paid  in  fifteen 
days  instead  of  eighteen  months.  Mr.  Fane  censured 
him  for  extravagant  personal  expenditure — 800/.  a  year. 
He  also  adjudged  him  guilty  of  obtaining  forbearance  of 
debts  by  fraud  ;  the  fraud  being  concealment  of  his 
dealings  with  tlie  money-lenders,  to  the  amount  of  6518/. 
Holmes  likewise,  when  sued  in  June  18-J2,  instead  of 
meeting  his  creditors,  as  he  should  have  done,  being 
insolvent,  had  pawned  some  valuable  shawls  sent  him 
by  a  French  merchant  on  sale  or  return.  That  was  a 
violation  of  commercial  integrity.  The  judgment  of  the 
Court  is,  (Mr.  Fane  said  in  conclusion)  that  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  bankrupt  be  suspended  for  three  years  from 
the  date  of  the  bankruptcy,  without  protection,  and 
when  granted  to  be  of  the  third  class.  If  he  should  be 
imprisoned,  I  .shall  be  willing  to  release  him  after  three 
months'  imprisonment.  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to 
pronounce  so  severe  a  judgment  against  a  person  who 
had  such  excuse  for  his  errors  as  the  circumstances  of 
1848  furnish  ;  and  if  all  his  creditors  should  abstain  from 
exercising  the  power  of  punishment  which  the  law  gives, 
it  will  not  surprise  me,  for  I  have  seen  in  my  judicial 
life  quite  enough  to  convince  me  that  the  severe  creditor 
is  the  rare  exception  to  the  general  rule." 

In  the  case  of  Achilli  v.  Newman,  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  judgment  was  given  on  the  29th  ult., 
by  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge.  He  expressed  the  conviction 
of  the  Court,  that  Dr.  Newman  honestly  believed  the 
truth  of  the  allegations  he  made  against  Dr.  Achilli,  and 
that  he  did  not  compose  and  publish  the  libel  from  per- 
sonal miilice,  but  because  Dr.  Achilli  had  assailed  a 
religion  Dr.  Newman  held  dear,  and  had  done  so  in 
Biimingham,  where  it  was  extremely  important  his 
authority  should  be  lessened.  Then  came  the  consider- 
ation of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  allegations  put 
forth  in  the  plea  of  justification.  There  was  great 
improbability  in  the  story,  as  one  could  hardly  believe 
that  a  man  so  wicked  as  Dr.  Achilli  was  represented  to 
be  could  have  been  caressed,  honoured,  and  trusted  with. 
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the  most  delicate  employments  in  the  Romish  Church 
until  he  lapsed  from  its  faith.  The  motives  of  the  wit- 
nesses might  also  he  questioned.  One  of  them  sjjoke  to 
her  having  been  directed  to  give  evidence  for  tlie  honour 
of  Holy  Church  and  the  Mother  of  God.  Then  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  Dr.  Achilli  effectually  to  contradict 
the  stories  circulated  against  him.  He  was  under  a  sen- 
tence of  the  Inquisition,  and  it  would  have  been  almost 
impossible  to  get  witnesses  to  speak  in  his  favour. 
Passing  from  the  matter  of  the  libel,  Mr.  Justice  Cole- 
ridge tlien  commented  on  the  manner  and  spirit  in 
■which  it  was  expressed.  "I  do  confess  (he  said)  that 
when,  long  ago  now,  my  attention  was  first  drawn  to  tlie 
pages  which  are  before  me,  I  read  these  wor.ls  with 
infinite  shame  and  disgust.  It  appeared  to  me,  I  niu>t 
say,  as  a  mere  matter  of  taste,  that  you  had  totally 
departed  from  the  usual  style  of  your  productions,  and, 
what  was  much  worse  than  that,  that  you  had  used  a 
scheme  and  an  arrangement  in  setting  out  these  charges 
one  after  the  other,  and  that  you  had  closed  them  at  last 
in  a  way  which  has  exposed  you  to  the  strong  observa- 
tions which  I  hope  you  have  heard  to-day  with  surprise 
as  well  MS  with  regret.  One  of  the  advocates  for  the 
prosecution  has  stated,  for  the  second  time  to-day,  the 
impression  produced  upon  his  mind  by  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  described  the  last  charge  made  against 
Dr.  Achilli.  I  am  sure  no  such  thing  was  intended  ; 
but  that  you,  a  master  as  you  are  of  the  art  of  writing, 
should  have  expressed  yourself  in  this  way,  lays  you 
open  at  least  to  the  imputation  of  great  recklessness  in 
the  manner  in  which  you  put  forward  the  charge.  It 
is  sad  to  see  that,  speaking  of  the  Reformed  Churcli,you 
should  commence  with  a  sentence  such  as  this — '  In  the 
midst  of  outrages  such  as  these,  my  brothers  of  the 
Oratory,  wiping  its  mouth,  and  clasping  its  hands,  and 
turning  up  its  eyes,  it  trxidges  to  the  Town-hall  to  hear 
Dr.  Achilli  expose  the  Inquisition.'  Surely  that  was 
not  language  in  which  you  should  have  spoken  of  a 
church  of  which  you  had  been  so  long  a  member.  And 
the  whole  course  of  these  pages  which  lie  before  me  is 
conceived  in  the  same  way  ;  partly  in  what  may  be 
called  ferocious  merriment,  partly  in  triumph,  partly  in 
exultation  over  the  unhappy  man  whose  foul  offences 
you  were  producing  before  your  hearers.  Surely,  if  you 
have  felt  yourself  called  upon  to  act  as  the  judge  and  as 
the  executioner  upon  a  man  so  foul,  so  wretched,  as  you 
described  Dr.  Achilli  to  be,  you  should  have  approached 
that  task  with  feelings  of  sorrow  and  sadness,  and  exe- 
cuted it  with  tenderness  and  with  consideration.  Juilges 
do  not  pass  sentence  upon  the  foulest  criminal  without 
some  (  moiion — sometimes,  indeed,  an  emotion  difficult 
to  control.  Human  nature  shudders  when  we  hear  of 
an  executioner  branded  for  exulting  in  the  ingenuity 
with  which  he  tortures  and  destroys  a  criminal.  But 
you  have  made  and  repeated  these  expressions  as  if  they 
were  matter  of  exultation  and  merriment,  and  as  it  seems 
to  me,  with  utter  recklessness  of  the  great  importance 
and  the  serious  nature  of  the  charges  you  have  made. 
I  have  now,  I  believe,  however  imperfectly,  stated  the 
different  points  of  the  case  which  seemed  to  me  to 
deserve  observation.  I  hope  that  even  in  this  crowded 
court  there  is  not  a  single  individual  who  looks  with 
triumph  upon  the  spectacle  before  him.  I  am  sure  that 
the  Court  addressed  itself  to  this  duty  in  no  spirit  of 
exultaticm.  The  sentence  which  it  is  about  to  ])ronounce 
by  my  mouth  is  not  intended  to  he  a  cause  of  exultation 
to  one  party  or  the  other.  It  will  be  meted  out  to  you 
simply  and  solely  upon  consideration  of  the  acts  that  you 
have  done  and  the  motives  that  impelled  you  to  do  them. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  feelings  of  the  Court,  and  I  am  sure 
I  participate  in  those  feelings.  Firmly  attached  as  I  am, 
and  I  believe  I  ever  shall  be,  to  the  Chuich  of  En^jland, 
in  which  I  have  lived  and  in  which  I  hope  to  die,  there 
is  nothing  in  my  mind  in  seeing  you  now  before  me  but 
the  deepest  regret.  I  can  hardly  expect  that  you  will 
take  in  good  part  many  o!  the  observations  which  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make.  Suffer  me,  however,  to  say 
one  or  two  words  more.  The  great  controversy  lietween 
the  Churches  will  go  on,  we  know  not,  through  God's 
pleasure,  how  long.  Whether  henceforward  you  shall 
take  any  part  in  it  or  not,  it  will  be  for  you  to  consider. 
But  I  think  the  pages  before  me  should,  upon  calm  con- 
sideration, give  you  this  warning — that  if  you  engage  in 


any  controver.sy,  you  should  engage  in  it  neither  per- 
sonally nor  bitterly.  The  road  to  unity  is  by  increase  of 
holiness  of  life.  If  you,  for  the  future,  sustain,  as  you 
may  think  you  are  bound  to  do  by  your  publications,  the 
cause  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  I  entreat  you  to  do  it  in 
a  spirit  of  charity,  in  a  spirit  of  humility,  in  a  spirit 
worth)'  of  your  great  abilities,  of  your  ardent  piety,  of 
your  holy  life,  and  of  our  common  Christianity.  The 
sentence  of  the  Court  upon  you  is,  that  you  do  pay  to 
her  Majesty  the  fine  of  100/.  ;  and  that  you  be  impri- 
soned in  the  first  class  of  misdemeanants  in  the  Queen's 
Prison  until  that  fine  be  paid."  Dr.  Newman's  solicitor 
immediately  wrote  a  cheque  for  the  amount  of  the  tine, 
handed  it  in,  and  they  both  left  the  court. 

Robert  Ferdinand  Pries,  whose  commitment  for 
trial  on  the  charge  of  Forgery  was  mentioned  in  our  last 
number,  has  been  tried  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court, 
and  Sentenced  to  transportation  for  life. 

William  Hawkins  Adams,  receiver  of  bankers'  parcels 
at  the  General  Post-office,  has  been  convicted  of  Em- 
bezzling small  sums  of  money  received  as  postage  for 
parcels.  He  had  been  twenty-four  years  in  the  Post- 
office,  and  had  a  salary  of  between  300/.  and  400/. 
Sentence,  fifteen  years'  transportation. 

An  atrocious  Murder  has  been  committed  at  Gureen, 
near  Kilbeggan,  Westmeath.  Thomas  Farrel,  a  man  of 
sixty,  a  Roman  Catholic,  who  farmed  a  small  tract  of 
land,  lived  in  a  comparatively  populous  neighbourhood, 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  near  a  well- 
frequented  road.  About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  moon  shining  brightly,  five  yimng  countrymen,  in 
no  way  disguised,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  went  to  the 
house.  Two  remained  at  the  door  on  guard.  Farrell 
was  at  his  fireside,  telling  a  story  to  his  family — his 
wife  and  two  daughters,  and  a  servant-hoy — and  three 
of  his  neighbours,  young  men,  all  sitting  round  the 
fire,  without  any  candle  burning,  when  the  three  men, 
armed  with  guns,  raised  the  latch  of  the  door  and  came 
into  the  house.  One  of  them  pulled  out  a  candle,  and 
giving  it  to  Farrell's  servant-boy,  desired  him  to  light 
it.  He  then  said,  '•  I  am  in  search  of  a  person  I  want;  " 
and  proceeded  towards  a  room,  the  only  other  apart- 
ment of  the  house,  the  door  of  which  was  closed.  This 
room  he  ransacked,  but  found  only  Is.  6d.  in  money. 
When  he  returned  to  the  kitchen,  oneot  his  companions 
asked  him,  had  he  got  what  he  wanted  ?  and  he  replied, 
"No;  I  will  make  a  .short  job  of  it."  Presently  he 
said  to  the  old  man,  "  Tom,  lend  me  your  gun  for  a  few 
days,  and  I  will  return  it."  Farrell  desired  th.e  servant- 
boy  to  reach  him  the  gun,  which  was  beside  ;  Farrell 
stood  up  when  the  boy  handed  him  the  guu  ;  getting  it 
in  his  hand,  the  assassin  desired  the  boy  to  stand  back, 
and  in  an  instant  the  two  th  it  kept  guard  fired  their 
muskets  at  Farrell,  who  fell  dead.  The  assassins  then  de- 
parted, apparently  unrecognised  by  any  ofthe  personswho 
witnessed  the  murder.  As  usual,  no  one  offered  resistance; 
it  was  not  till  Farrell's  son  came  home  that  the  police  re- 
ceived information.  The  coroner's  jury  were  obliged  to 
return  their  verdict  against  "persons  unknown." 

A  burglar  has  been  Killed  in  attempting  to  rob  a 
house  at  Shoreham,  near  Brighton.  Many  robberies 
had  recently  taken  place  there,  and,  among  others,  the 
house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wheeler  had  been  entered,  and 
several  articles  carried  off.  In  that  house  a  watch  was 
afterwards  kept,  several  servants,  well  armed,  sitting  up 
during  the  night.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  3d  inst.,  a  noise  was  heard  in  a  pantry. 
The  door  had  been  locked,  and  the  watrhers  could  not 
enter;  but  through  a  window  they  called  up<m  a  man 
who  was  in  the  place  to  surrender.  He  scofl'ed  at  them, 
and  was  making  his  way  out,  when  he  was  fired  at  twice ; 
tlie  first  shot  did  not  take  effect,  but  the  second  charge 
lodged  in  his  side.  He  got  through  a  window,  probably 
assisted  by  confederates;  but  in  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards he  "was  found  lying  dead  on  the  ground.  A 
coroner'sinquest  was  held  on  his  body,  and  tlie  jury  gave 
a  verdict  of  "  Justifiable  homicide."  The  man  was  not 
then  identified  ;  but  it  has  since  been  discovered  that  he 
was  John  O'Hara,  an  Irishman  living  at  Brigliton  ;  and 
some  of  his  companions,  men  and  women,  are  in  custody 
for  the  possession  of  stolen  projierty. 

A  dreadful  Murder  was  perpetrated  near  Ilfoi-d,  in 
Essex,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  inst.     Mr.  Toller,  a 
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gentleman  wlio  came  daily  to  London,  left  his  residence 
at  Chadwell  Green,  about  half-past  nine  o'clock,  and 
^Talked  along  the  London  road,  with  the  intention  of 
taking  the  rail ;  he  was  met  by  a\agrant  who  felled  him 
with  a  large  stick,  beat  him,  and  cut  his  throat  with  a 
clasp-knife.  The  victim's  cries  attracted  the  attention 
of  Willis,  a  gardener  working  close  by  ;  who  looked  over 
a  fence,  and  saw  the  murderer  at  his  bloody  work. 
Willis  shouted,  and  the  ruffian  ran  away.  Mr.  Toller 
was  dead.  The  assassin  was  arrested  about  an  hour 
afterwards ;  he  did  not  know  the  locality,  and  had 
wandered  about  near  the  scene  of  the  murder.  He  had 
not  time  to  rob  Mr.  Toller,  if  that  was  bis  object.  He 
is  a  middle-sized  man,  with  a  ferocious  look,  covered 
with  filthy  tatters  :  he  had  not  a  farthing  of  money. 
He  said  his  name  was  Saunders,  that  he  was  a  gardener, 
and  a  native  of  Mortlake.  An  inquest  was  held  next 
day.  A  policeman  described  his  apprehension  of 
Saunders ;  who  first  denied,  but  afterwards  confessed 
the  murder,  and  ascribed  it  to  some  unintelligible 
motive  of  revenge.  A  surgeon  stated  that  death  had 
been  caused  by  a  deep  gash  in  the  throat.  The  verdict 
was  "  Wilful  murder  against  Charles  Saunders." 

Mr.  Blackmore,  a  miller  at  Clayhidon  in  Devonshire, 
a  retired  village  nine  miles  from  Honiton,  lias  been 
Murdered  for  the  sake  of  a  sum  of  money.  Mr.  Black- 
more  was  a  collector  of  taxes  ;  on  Saturday  the  5th 
inst.  he  was  out  collecting ;  and  never  came  home  again. 
At  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  his  son  and  another 
person  set  out  to  seek  him  :  and  they  had  not  gone  far 
along  the  road  when  they  found  his  corpse — his  skull 
fi'actured,  and  his  throat  cut.  Gold  and  silver  had  been 
taken  from  his  pockets,  but  the  robbers  had  left  two 
bank-notes.  Suspicion  fell  on  three  men  who  had  left  a 
public-house  with  Mr.  Blackmore  after  midnight,  and 
they  were  arrested.  One,  George  Sparkes,  confessed 
that  he  murdered  the  miller  to  obtain  his  muney;  but 
he  declared  the  other  men  were  innocent.  However, 
circumstances  seemed  to  prove  that  James  Hitchcock 
had  been  implicated  in  the  crime ;  and  the  coroner's 
jury  gave  a  verdict  of  "Wilful  murder"  against  him 
and  Sparkes.     The  third  man  was  set  at  liberty. 

A  man  named  Lewis  Perran  has  been  committed  for 
trial  by  the  Bath  magistrates  for  the  Murder  of  a  woman 
supposed  to  be  the  wife  of  a  soldier.  The  body  was 
found  in  the  Avon,  at  Bitton ;  a  surgeon  detected 
external  and  internal  appearances  that  showed  the 
woman  to  have  been  violently  struck  on  the  head 
during  life — proliably  with  a  sharp  stone.  A  good  deal 
of  evidence  was  reluctantly  given  by  Perran's  associates, 
to  whom  he  had  made  admissions  showing  that  he  had 
a  hand  in  the  woman's  death.  Other  men  were  arrested 
with  Perran,  but  they  were  discharged,  the  magistrates 
considering  that  Perran  alone  was  the  murderer. 

An  action  for  Libel,  brought  by  the  Hon.  Lennox 
Butler  against  Mr.  Oliveira,  M.P.,  was  tried  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  on  tlie  9th  inst.  The  libel  con- 
sisted in  an  allegation  made  by  Mr.  Oliveira  at  Hull, 
during  the  last  general  election,  that  Mr.  Butler  had 
been  expelled  from  the  Star  Club  some  years  ago,  for 
refusing  to  pay  a  sum  of  10/.  S.s.  due  from  him ;  and 
further,  that  at  an  interview  between  the  two,  Mr. 
Oliveira  had  threatened  to  kick  Mr.  Butler  out  of  his 
house.  After  uttering  this  libel,  Mr.  Oliveira  withdrew 
in  favour  of  Lord  Goderich  ;  to  whose  committee  he 
supplied  the  libellous  matter  in  the  shape  of  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  was  also  sent  to  Mr.  Butler,  in  reply  to 
his  demand  for  explanation.  Tlie  committee  published 
the  letter.  Mr.  Oliveira  pleaded  the  truth  of  the  libel 
in  justification  ;  but  no  attempt  was  madi-  to  sustain  the 
plea  at  the  trial.  Mr.  Butler  was  examined.  It  ap- 
peared from  his  evidence,  that  he  and  his  father,  the  late 
Lord  Dunboyne,  belonged  to  the  Star  Club  in  183i.  In 
1836  he  called  on  Mr.  Oliveira  to  announce  the  resigna- 
tion of  Lord  Dunboyne  and  pay  his  subscripticm.  Mr. 
Oliveira  was  greatly  displeased,  and  sh.iwed  much 
incivility ;  but  no  threat  of  kicking  was  ofi'ered.  The 
witness  did  not  remember  whether  any  demand  on  him 
for  10/.  8s.  was  made  at  that  interview.  The  demand 
was  to  cover  deficiencies,  and  was  made  after  he  had  left 
the  club,  when  he  had  paid  in  every  sixpence  he  owed. 
Mr.  Oliveira  was  not  examined.  His  counsel  submitted 
that  his  client  believed  he  was  speaking  the  truth  at  the 


time;  and  he  trusted  the  jury  would  do  justice  between 
the  parties  by  agreeing  to  a  moderate  verdict.  The 
Chief  Baron  applauded  Mr.  Butler  for  referring  tlie 
dispute  to  the  civil  court  instead  of  fighting  a  duel.  A 
verdict  was  given  for  100/.  damages. 

Judgment  was  given  in  the  Rolls  Court  on  the  11th, 
in  a  suit  at  the  instance  of  the  York  and  North  Midlattd 
Uaibcay  Company  against  Mr.  Georrje  Hudson.  The 
suit  referred  to  various  transactions  by  the  defendant  at 
the  time  he  was  chairman  of  the  company,  in  the  a|)[iro- 
priation  and  sale  of  scrip  and  shares  during  the  years 
1846  to  1848  and  1849,  and  asking  for  relief  by  calling 
upon  the  defendant  to  account,  and  be  found  liable  tor 
all  shares  so  appropriated  and  sold  by  him  or  by  bis 
order,  he  at  the  time  being  merely  a  servant  of  the 
company,  and  therefore  bound  to  account  to  them  for 
the  proceeds.  The  shares,  the  matter  of  the  subject  of 
dispute,  were  those  in  the  East  and  West  Riding  Rail- 
way Extension  and  the  Hull  and  Selby  Railways.  The 
cause  was  heard  during  the  last  term.  In  giving  judg- 
ment the  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  that  the  defence  set 
up  for  Mr.  Hudson  was  quite  incomprehensible.  To 
suppose  that  the  company,  or  rather  the  shareholders, 
ever  intended  that  .5000  shares,  which  had  bein  created 
in  the  East  and  West  Riding  Extension  Railway,  and 
which  had  been  reserved  out  of  the  12,500  shares  for  the 
disposition  of  the  directors,  and  the  profits  arising 
thereon,  were  to  be  put  into  the  pocket  of  Mr.  Hudson, 
and  that  the  shareholders  present  at  the  meeting  had, 
out  of  mere  gracious  liberality,  consented  in  a  secret 
and  covert  manner,  to  reward  Mr.  Hudson  for  services 
which  he  had  rendered  the  company,  part  of  those 
services  being  that  Mr.  Hudson  had  incurred  a  large 
sacrifice  of  money  by  purchasing  an  estate  on  the  line 
of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  although  himself  a  large 
landowner,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  opposition 
of  his  grace  to  the  passing  of  the  bill  in  P,irliament — 
was  a  mere  absurdity.  The  defendant  admitted  ihar  he 
had  sold  2300  of  the  shares  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
pany, and  had,  on  6th  July,  1848,  paid  on  ac.uunt  of 
the  profits  of  those  shares,  to  the  credit  of  the  company, 
16,000/.  1105  of  the  shares  he  had  di>posed  of  to 
various  persons,  whose  names  must  be  kept  a  secret,  as 
a  reward  for  services  done  to  the  company,  and  the 
remaining  1700  he  had  retained  for  liis  own  use, 
insisting  that  it  was  no  more  than  a  fair  reward  for  his 
exertions  with  respect  to  the  1,105  shares  disposed  of  to 
secret  persons.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  that  to 
had  been  insinuated,  and  openly  avowed  at  the  bar,  it 
enable  the  promoters  the  more  easily  to  push  the  bill 
tlirough  Parliament,  that  although  certain  members  of 
Parliament  were  too  high-minded  to  accept  of  a  bribe, 
they  would  not  object  to  the  reception  of  scrip  at  a  time 
when  it  was  at  a  premium.  He  had  had  some  experience 
in  Parliament,  and  he  thought  no  member  would  be 
guilty  of  conduct  so  highly  improper  ;  at  all  events, 
that  Court  could  not  by  its  authority  admit  of  such  an 
ajipropriation,  and,  therefore,  the  defendant  must 
account  for  the  whole  of  the  profits  on  the  shares  so 
appropriated  by  him.  AVith  respect  to  the  1700  shares 
which  the  defendant  claimed  as  being  but  a  meagre  and 
inadequate  reward  for  his  services — when  Mr.  Hudscm 
accepted  the  office  of  chairman,  he  took  it  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  salary,  and  was  bound  to  perform  all 
the  duties  the  same  as  any  other  servant  of  the  company, 
without  any  further  reward,  and  must,  therefore, 
account  for  the  profits  in  respect  of  those  shares.  The 
defence  of  acquiescence  by  the  company  had  entirely 
failed  ;  and  therefore  the  defendant  must  account  for 
the  whole  of  the  profits  of  the  shares  sold  by  him  or  by 
his  order  in  respect  of  the  East  and  West  Riding 
Extension.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  then  went  through 
the  facts  with  relation  to  the  appropriation  and  sale  of 
1912|  shares  in  the  Hull  and  Selby  Railway,  and  said 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  could  not  Oe  con- 
sidered as  the  allotter  of  those  shares,  but  that  he  sold 
them,  and  was  bound  to  account  to  the  plaintiffs  as  the 
servant  of  the  company.  On  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  the  whole  relief 
sought  by  the  bill,  and  that  there  must  be  a  di  cree 
declaring' that  defendant  was  a  trustee  only  of  the  York 
and  North  Midland  Railway  Company  in  respect  of  the 
shares   in  the   Eust   and  West   Riding  Extension   and 
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Hull  and  Selby  Railway,  sold  and  disposed  of  by  him, 
or  his  order,  and  was  bound  to  account  for  all  profits 
thereon.  An  account  to  be  taken  of  such  profits,  the 
defendant  to  be  charged  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 
per  cent,  from  the  time  of  sale  of  such  shares,  to  be 
allowed  credit  for  the  sums  paid  by  him,  with  all  just 
allowances,  the  value  of  the  shares,  where  it  could  not 
be  ascertained,  to  be  taken  at  the  average  market  price 
at  the  time  of  the  sale.  There  were  Tarous  other 
directions  to  carry  out  the  decree.  The  defendant  to 
pay  all  costs  of  the  suit  up  to  the  hearing — Decree  was 
pronounced  accordingly. 

Garotte  Robberies  have  been  renewed  at  Leeds.  On 
the  loth  inst.,  two  men,  named  Lockwood  and  Murphy, 
the  one  a  nut  hawker,  the  other  a  hawker  of  oysters, 
were  charged  at  the  Leeds  Court-house  with  "  garot- 
ting  ''  and  robbing  a  person  named  Goodall,  while  on 
his  way  home,  a  few  nights  before.  Goodall  had  been 
at  the  Horse  and  Jockey,  public-house,  Hunslet-lane, 
where  the  prisoners  went  to  hawk  their  wares.  They 
saw  that  he  had  money,  and  dogged  his  footsteps  until 
he  arrived  at  a  lonely  place  called  Leatherley-lane, 
where  Murphy  seized  him  by  the  throat  from  behind, 
and  while  nearly  strangled,  Goodall  saw  Lockwood  come 
in  front  of  him,  and  rifle  his  pockets  of  their  contents, 
amounting  to  some  15s.  in  silver.  Both  men  were  sub- 
sequently captured  by  detective  oflicers,  and  are  posi- 
tively sworn  to  by  the  prosecutor.  They  are  committed 
for  trial  at  York  assizes.  On  the  night  of  the  14th,  a 
pipemaker,  named  John  Ogden,  residing  in  Mabgate, 
Leeds,  was  waylaid  on  his  way  home  by  four  fellows 
who  had  seen  him  in  a  house  a  short  time  previously 
■with  cash  in  his  possession.  He  was  "garotted,"  but 
after  leaving  the  house  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
conceal  his  money  upon  his  person,  so  that  his  assailants 
could  not  find  it.  Disappointed  of  their  booty,  the  fel- 
lows very  savagely  beat  and  otherwise  illtreated  their 
victim.  A  young  man  named  Frederick  Pickard,  a 
mechanic,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  police  on  this  charge. 

Application  was  made  by  the  Queen's  Advocate  to 
the  Prerogative  Court,  on  the  17th  inst.  for  the  delivery 
out  of  the  registry  of  the  Will  and  Codicils  of  the  late 
Napoleon  Bo?ia2)arte.  He  prayed  that  the  documents 
might  be  delivered  to  the  Foreign  Secretary,  in  order 
that  he  might  hand  them  to  the  French  government, 
upon  a  notarial  copy  being  left  in  the  registry.  There 
was  an  affidavit  made  by  Lord  John  Russell,  justifying 
the  application  on  the  grounds  of  public  policy.  The 
Judge,  Sir  John  Dodson,  decided  upon  complying  with 
the  application,  but  not  on  the  grounds  alleged.  He 
could  not  decree  the  will  and  codicils  to  be  delivered  to 
the  French  government;  but  he  might  order  them  to 
be  delivered  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  and 
put  into  custody  of  the  legal  authorities  in  France,  or  to 
be  recorded  in  the  proper  place  there.  He  could  not 
make  the  decree  on  grounds  of  public  policy  ;  but  Napo- 
leon Bonaparte  was  a  domiciled  Frenchman  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  France  seemed  the  properplace  for  his 
will  and  codicils.  He  directed  that  they  should  be 
delivered  out  to  the  Foreign  Secretary,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  delivered  by  him  to  the  legal  authorities  in 
France.  The  Queen's  Advocate  would  not  undertake 
to  say  that  when  the  papers  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  he  would  not  do  with  them  as  he 
might  be  advised. 

An  important  Will  Case,  that  of  Kelly  versus  Thewles, 
involving  a  property  of  more  than  300,000^.  in  the 
funds,  &c.,  and  3000/.  per  annum  from  estates  in  land, 
came  to  a  final  judgment  in  Dublin  on  the  19th  instant, 
in  a  commission  of  review.  The  will  of  the  late  Ed- 
mond  Kelly  had  been  declared  null  by  a  Court  of 
Delegates,  on  the  ground  of  undue  influence  exercised 
over  the  testator  by  his  wife,  the  present  appellant,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  his  old  age,  and  whose  con- 
duct in  the  early  part  of  her  life  was  the  subject  of  the 
severest  strictures  of  the  court  in  giving  judgment  on 
that  occasion.  Mrs.  Kelly  appealed  to  the  late  Lord 
Chancellor,  by  whose  directions  the  present  commission 
of  review  was  issued  ;  and  the  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  court  to-day  was  pronounced  in  favour  of  the 
appellant,  thus  establishing  the  will,  and  reversing  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Delegates.  The  case  has,  from 
the  commencement,  excited  much  interest  in  Ireland. 


At  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  Edinburgh,  on  the 
21st  inst.,  John  Williams,  an  American,  was  charged 
with  the  Murder  of  Andrew  Mather,  toll-keeper,  on  the 
4th  or  5th  of  December  last,  on  the  turnpike-road 
between  Cleikuniin  Inn  and  Toll,  parish  of  Lauder, 
Berwickshire.  The  deceased  not  returning  home  on 
the  night  of  Saturdaj',  the  4th  of  December,  his  daughters 
went  out  in  search  of  him,  and  found  him  lying  on  the 
road-side,  and  the  prisoner  beside  him.  The  clothes  of 
the  deceased  were  all  torn,  and  he  was  nearly  naked 
above  the  breast.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  blood 
on  his  head  and  neck  which  were  disfigured  with  wounds. 
When  they  went  to  seek  for  assistance,  the  accused  ran 
away.  He  was  apprehended  two  days  after;  and,  on 
being  questioned,  he  said  he  had  killed  the  man,  and 
that  the  devil  had  tempted  him.  He  said  he  did  not 
think  they  would  hang  him ;  but,  if  they  transported 
him,  it  was  just  what  he  wanted,  as  he  could  not  get 
back  to  his  own  country  any  other  way.  The  jury 
found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  the  court  expressed  con- 
currence in  the  verdict.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  exe- 
cuted at  Greenlaw,  the  county  town  of  Berwickshire, 
on  Monday,  the  Uth  of  March. 

At  the  Marylebone  Police-court,  on  the  22nd  inst., 
Isaac  Hunt  was  charged,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals,  with  Torturing  a  Horse  by 
wrenching  ofi'  part  of  its  tongue.  Ezekiel  Elliott,  an 
ofiicer  in  the  employ  of  the  Society,  deposed  that  on 
the  5th  inst.  he  saw  defendant  with  a  horse  and  cart  in 
Kentish-town.  The  horse  was  evidently  in  a  state  of 
starvation,  and  scarcely  able  to  stand,  and  after  de- 
fendant had  made  an  endeavour  to  get  it  along,  but 
without  success,  he  thrust  his  hand  into  the  mouth  of 
the  poor  animal  and  wrenched  ofi'  at  least  five  inches 
of  its  tongue.  The  portion  of  the  tongue  thus  brutally 
torn  away  fell  upon  the  ground,  and  defendant  picked 
it  up  and  put  it  into  his  pocket.  Another  witness 
corroborated  this  evidence  in  all  the  material  particulars. 
Defendant's  answer  to  the  charge  was  that  the  horse 
would  not  go  along,  and  that  he  laid  hold  of  the  mouth 
to  touTh  the  bit ;  he  also  laid  hold  of  the  tongue,  and 
a  part  thereof  dropped  ofi" — it  was  diseased  before  ;  and 
when  part  of  the  tongue  fell  into  his  (defendant's)  hand 
he  did  not,  as  alleged,  put  it  into  his  pocket;  he  had 
not  exercised  any  cruelty  whatever.  The  defendant  was 
fined  3/.  and  costs,  or  six  months  imprisonment. 

A  fearful  Murder  has  been  committed  at  Wakefield. 
The  victim  is  a  girl  named  Catherine  Sheardon,  a  pros- 
titute, living  in  the  house  of  Ann  Clough  ;  and  the 
person  who  committed  the  horrid  crime  is  a  man  named 
Henry  Dobson,  a  cabinet-maker,  about  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  The  murdered  girl  was  found  in  a  room 
by  the  woman  of  the  house,  lying  across  the  room,  on 
her  side  ;  a  wound,  two  or  three  inches  deep,  had  been 
inflicted  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  severing  the  jugular 
vein  entii-ely,  and  giving  evidence  that  death  had  been 
instantaneous.  A  razor,  covered  with  blood,  was  found 
on  the  floor ;  and  in  one  of  her  hands  was  found  the 
street-door  key.  It  is  supposed  that  Dobson,  having 
entered  the  house,  had  caught  the  girl  in  his  arms,  and 
using,  perhaps,  some  expressions  of  endearment  towards 
her,  for  she  appears  to  have  made  no  struggle,  had  sud- 
denly cut  her  throat.  He  at  once  made  his  escape  from 
the  house,  and  on  the  entry  of  Clough  she  found  de- 
ceased on  the  floor,  quite  dead,  no  one  else  being  in  the 
house  at  the  time.  The  tragedy  must  have  taken  place 
within  a  very  short  time,  as  Clough  asserts  she  was  not 
absent  from  her  house  more  than  twenty  minutes  in  all. 
Information  of  the  ati'air  was  at  once  given  to  the  police, 
and  within  an  hour  Dobson  was  apprehended.  While 
on  the  way  to  the  station-house,  he  asked  repeatedly  if 
the  girl  was  dead,  and  on  being  told  she  was,  he  replied, 
"  And  I  have  done  it — what  more  do  you  want  ? "  He 
added,  "You  are  a  pretty  set  of  devils,  you  police;  I 
have  been  within  twenty  yards  of  the  place  all  the 
time."  He  was  much  excited,  and  appeared  to  have 
been  drinking  ;  he  was  not,  however,  at  all  drunk.  An 
inquest  has  been  held  on  the  body,  and  a  verdict  of 
"  Wilful  Murder"  having  been  returned,  Dobson  has 
been  committed  to  York  Castle  for  trial. 

At  the  Middlesex  Sessions,  on  the  27th  inst.,  George 
Hardcastle,  a  respectable  looking  youth,  was  indicted 
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for  having  entered  the  dwelling  house  of  George 
Stevens,  with  Intent  to  Steal  a  cash  box  containing  65^. 
in  money,  &c.  The  prosecutor  Avas  a  cheesemonger 
carrying  on  business  at  79,  Tottenham-court-road,  and 
in  the  month  of  December  he  took  the  prisoner  into 
his  service,  but  only  kept  him  a  fortnight  and  then 
discharged  him.  During  the  time  he  was  there  the 
prisoner  observed  that  his  master  was  in  the  habit  of 
depositing  his  cash  box  near  his  pillow  of  a  night.  On 
the  30th  of  January  Mr.  Stevens  retired  to  rest  at  half- 
past  two  in  the  morning,  and  placed  the  cash  box,  which 
then  contained  &ol.  in  gold,  silver,  and  notes,  at  the 
head  of  the  bed.  He  was  falling  asleep  when  he  was 
startled  by  a  rustling  noise  under  the  bed,  and  on 
looking  round — there  was  a  light  burning  iu  the  room 
— he  saw  a  hand  stretched  towai-ds  the  cash  box.  He 
immediately  called  out  for  assistance,  and  demanded 
who  was  there,  upon  which  the  prisoner,  whom  he 
immediately  recognised,  sprang  from  under  the  bed, 
and  pointing  to  his  master  with  his  left  hand,  and 
holding  his  right  back,  said,  "  Sir,  I  warn  you  I  am 
armed."  Mr.  Stevens  thought  that  the  prisoner  might 
have  a  knife  or  a  pistol  iu  the  hand  he  held  back,  so  he 
went  out  of  the  room  in  his  night-shirt ;  and  his  mother 
and  the  shopman  having  come  to  his  aid,  they  managed 
to  hold  the  door  so  that  the  prisoner  could  not  get  out. 
The  prisoner  became  very  violent,  and  declared  he 
would  fire  at  them  through  the  door,  and  the  prose- 
cutor went  down  for  the  purpose  of  calling  in  the 
police.  The  shopman,  alarmed  by  the  horrible  threats 
of  his  prisoner,  abandoned  his  post,  not,  he  said, 
through  fear,  but  for  the  purpose  of  getting  some 
defensive  weapon  ;  whereupon  the  prisoner  blew  out 
the  light,  escaped  down  stairs,  and  suCL-eeded  in  making 
his  exit  from  the  premises  through  a  back  door.  The 
prisoner  was  apprehended  on  the  evening  of  the  same 
day ;  and  it  was  proved  that  he  was  out  from  his 
lodgings,  a  coffee-house  in  Bridge-street,  Westminster, 
until  past  four  on  the  morning  when  the  offence  was 
committed.  The  only  reason  he  gave  for  this  was  that 
he  had  been  wandering  about  the  streets.  The  jury 
found  the  prisoner  guilty,  and  he  was  sentenced  to 
eighteen  months'  hard  labour. 

A  serious  Riot,  caused  bj'  a  strike  for  an  advance  of 
wages  has  taken  place  at  Wallsend  Colliery.  On 
Wednesday  the  15th,  there  was  a  general  strike,  and  at 
one  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning  Mr.  Clark,  the  viewer, 
and  Mr.  Atkinson,  the  under  viewer,  accompanied  by 
several  of  the  men,  proceeded  to  the  pit  for  the  purpose 
of  trying  to  induce  some  of  the  coal  hewers  to  go  down 
to  work.  When  near  the  pit-mouth  they  were  suddenly 
attacked  by  60  or  70  men  and  lads,  all  of  whom  were 
armed  with  picks,  sticks,  and  staves.  They  were  all 
disguised  in  women's  clothes,  and  wore  masks  and  staves. 
There  was  a  very  severe  struggle,  which  lasted  upwards 
of  half  an  hour,  and  ultimately  Mr.  Clark  and 
Mr.  Atkinson  escaped,  but  not  until  they  were  severely 
injured.  On  the  following  day  a  body  of  police  from 
Newcastle  were  stationed  at  the  colliery,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  a  further  breach  of  the  peace.  On 
Friday  16  men  consented  to  return  to  their  work,  and 
were  accompanied  down  the  pit  by  the  police,  who  pro- 
tected them  from  the  assaults  of  their  fellow-workmen. 
The  remainder  of  the  men,  nearly  100  in  number,  still 
continue  on  strike.  It  is  said  that  about  twelve  months 
ago  the  wages  of  the  men  were  reduced  one  penny  per 
ton,  a  promise  being  held  out  that  when  prices  improved, 
the  same  wages  as  heretofore  would  be  paid.  Prices 
having  recently  risen,  the  old  wages  were  demanded  and 
refused,  and  hence  the  present  strike  and  riot.  Six  men 
have  been  apprehended  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned 
in  the  riot. 

At  the  Northampton  Assizes  an  action  for  Breach  of 
Promise  of  Marriage,  tried  on  the  22nd  inst.,  created 
some  amusement.  The  plaintiff  is  a  comely  widow  of  30, 
who  keeps  the  Watts  Arms,  at  the  village  of  Hauslop,  in 
this  county,  and  the  defendant  a  respectable  farmer  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  defendant,  who  had  become  a 
widower  for  the  second  time,  and  had  four  or  five 
children,  was,  during  1851  and  1852,  in  the  habit  of 
frequenting  the  widow's  house,  was  voted  into  the 
landlord's  chair,  appeared  to  be  on  very  intimate  terms, 
used  expressions  as  to  his  wish  to  marry  her,  and  had 


presented  her  to  some  friends  as  his  intended  wife.  But 
iu  June  of  last  year  he  absented  himself  from  Hau.slop 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  informed  the  plaintiff  that 
he  could  not  marry  her,  and  in  fact  married  a  sister  of 
his  deceased  wife.  One  of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses 
created  considerable  amusement  by  the  high  terms  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  plaintiff's  personal  appearance. 
He  stated,  also,  that  he  had  on  one  occasion  said  to  the 
defendant,  "  How  comes  it  that  you  are  paying  your 
addresses  to  that  fine-made,  noble,  high-mettled 
woman  ?  "  To  which  the  defendant  replied,  "  Nothing 
venture,  nothing  have.  I  have  thousands  on  thousands, 
and  the  settlement  has  done  it."  The  same  witness 
also  swore  that  iu  August,  1853,  after  the  defendant  had 
married  his  present  wife,  he  (the  defendant)  had  stated 
to  the  witness  that  the  reason  of  his  not  marrying  the 
plaintiff  was  that  she  had  been  too  intimate  with 
Mr.  Bull,  and  three  other  men  whom  he  named,  and  all 
of  whom  were  now  called  as  witnesses  to  repudiate  that 
imputation.  On  another  occasion,  in  July,  it  was  sworn 
that  he  had  said,  "  Mr.  Bull's  dog  was  lying  one  night 
outside  the  widow's  chamber  door,  but  where  was 
Mr.  Bull  ?  I  will  subpwna  Mr.  Bull  and  his  dog."  Bull 
and  the  defendant  were  drinking  together  at  the  time  ; 
and  the  defendant  had  previously  said  that  there  was 
not  a  more  "  vartuous "  woman  in  the  world  than 
Mrs.  Allen.  The  defendant  had  a  farm  of  about  200 
acres  well  stocked,  and  also  some  interest  in  a  mill  in 
Lincolnshire.  Mr.  Macaulay,  in  his  address  to  th  jury 
on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  denied  that  he  had  ever 
intended  seriously  to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  upon 
the  plaintiff's  character,  who  was,  no  doubt,  a  very 
good-looking  and  agreeable  woman.  He  could  not  deny 
that  the  defendant  had  committed  an  imprudence  and 
bound  himself  by  an  engagement  which  he  was  unable 
to  fulfil  ;  but  upon  the  question  of  damages,  he  sub- 
mitted that  the  buxom  landlady  of  a  thriving  inn,  justly 
popular  among  her  neighbours,  who  never  appeared  to 
profess  any  violent  affection  for  the  defendant,  could  not 
be  supposed  to  have  sustained  any  very  serious  loss 
because  a  man  who  farmed  under  200  acres  of  land,  had 
had  two  wives  before,  and  had  five  children  living,  had 
failed  to  perform  his  promise  to  marry  her.  The  jury 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  damages  150?. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  SERIOUS  Railicay  Accident  occurred  on  the  Great 
Northern  line  on  the  10th,  at  the  Oflbrd  station,  about 
midway  between  Huntingdon  and  St.  Neots.  Between 
three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  train  of  ballast 
waggons  was  issuing  from  a  siding  near  the  station  at 
the  moment  when  a  train  of  goods  vans  and  empty  coal 
waggons  was  approaching  in  the  opposite  direction. 
Though  it  was  broad  clear  daylight  at  the  time,  the 
two  engines  continued  to  advance  towards  each  other, 
and  in  a  few  moments  came  into  collision  with  a 
tremendous  crash.  Both  engines  were  forced  up  on 
end,  and  the  driver  of  the  goods  train,  John  Rigby, 
fell  under  his  engine,  apparently  killed  on  the  spot. 
The  driver  and  stoker  of  the  other  train  jumped  off  just 
before  the  collision  took  place,  and  escaped  with  very 
little  injury  beyond  a  shock.  They  succeeded  in  getting 
Rigby  from  under  the  engine,  and  found  him  ali\e,  but 
greatly  injured,  especially  about  the  right  leg  and  foot, 
which  were  dreadfully  crushed  and  mutilated.  The 
vans  and  waggons  of  the  two  trains  were  all  more  or  less 
injured,  and  some  of  them  were  literally  smashed  to  atoms. 

Three  soldiers — a  corporal  and  two  privates  of  the 
Seventh  Royal  Fusiliers — Perished  in  the  Snow  on 
Dartmoor  on  the  night  of  the  12th  inst.  They  were 
on  their  way  to  the  Dartmoor  Prison,  the  two  privates 
having  recently  left  the  Plymouth  Mihtary  Hospital'; 
they  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  through  the  drifted 
snow  to  reach  Dourlands  Barn  lun ;  the  landlord 
advised  them  to  go  no  further,  but  the  corporal  said 
they  must  "  obey  orders."  They  proceeded  three  miles, 
and  then  their  progress  was  utterly  stopped  :  they 
attempted  to  return  ;  but,  half  way  back  to  the  inn, 
they  perished  in  a  drift,  which  had  increased  iu  depth 
since  they  had  formerly  passed  through  it. 
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The  Queen  Victoria  steamer,  from  Liverpool  to 
Diililin,  was  Wrecked  witli  great  lo<s  of  lile,  on  the 
night  of  tlie  14th  inst,  Stie  was  a  first-class  vessel, 
commanded  hy  Captain  Church,  an  uffi(:er  of  e.xperienco. 
She  left  Liverjjool  in  the  alteriioon,  liavinp;  a  general 
cargo  anil  about  120  people  on  boani.  Of  these  about 
twelve  were  cabin  and  the  rest  steerage  passengers  ; 
the  latter  included  a  number  of  cattle-dealers,  who 
were  returning  from  England  after  havino:  disposed  of 
their  stock.  Till  one  o'clock  next  nH)rning  all  went 
well,  but  al)out  that  hour  some  heavy  falls  of  snow  took 
place,  which  retarded  her  progress  a  little.  No  mate- 
rial abatement,  however,  took  place  in  her  speed  ;  and 
about  two  o'clock  the  first  mate  and  some  of  the 
passengers  perceived  the  Kish  Light.  Suddenly  the 
first  male,  who  was  on  the  look-out  at  his  post,  per- 
ceived dimly  through  the  snow,  at  a  distance  of  not 
more  than  twenty  yards,  the  cliffs  of  Howth,  a  little  to 
the  north  of  the  Bailey  Light.  He  immediately  gave 
the  order  to  stop  ;  but  it  w;is  too  late,  and  the  next 
instant  the  vessel  went  headlong  upon  the  rock  with  a 
fearful  crash.  The  captain  was  instantly  upon  deck, 
and  gave  orders  to  reverse  the  engines;  this  was  done, 
and  the  vessel  backed  out  into  deep  water;  when, 
finding  that  she  was  rapidly  sinking,  the  captain 
attempted  to  run  her  ashore.  A  dreailful  scene  of  con- 
fusion and  terror  succeeded.  When  the  vessel  first 
struck,  a  number  of  persons  attempted  to  get  on  to  the 
rocks  from  the  bows,  and  eight  out  of  about  a  dozen 
were  successful  in  landing.  When  it  was  found  that 
tlie  ship  was  sinking,  the  starboard  quarter-boat  was 
immediately  filled  by  a  number  of  the  [lassengers ;  but 
in  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  the  moment,  proper  care 
was  not  taken  to  secure  the  ropes,  and  the  great  weight 
caused  the  boat  to  slip  from  her  davits  into  the  sea ; 
when  she  instantly  swamped,  and  all  in  her  perished. 
The  larboard  quarter-boat  was  then  lowered,  fortu- 
nately with  more  success.  It  contained  seventeen  per- 
sons ;  including  Mr.  Duffy,  Queen's  Square,  Dublin,  Mr. 
Walsh,  of  Athy,  Kildare,  and  Mr.  Charles  Ralph,  ship- 
owner, of  Wicklow — of  whose  hutnane  and  cnur^geous 
conduct  we  cannot  speak  too  highly.  On  reaching  the 
water,  however,  it  Avas  f  nir.d  the  boat  was  leaking  fast, 
and  must  have  gone  down  in  a  short  time,  were  it  not 
lor  the  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  of  a  young  lad, 
who  having  searched  with  his  hand,  found  that  tiie 
plug-hole  was  open,  and  immediately  thrust  his  fingers 
into  it.  At  this  time  the  boat  was  almost  immediately 
under  the  sides  of  the  sinking  ship;  the  bulwarks  of 
which  were  crowded  with  the  passengers,  whom  the 
captain  was  seen  endeavouring  to  quiet  and  ))acif'y. 
Some  of  them,  however,  leaped  into  the  sea,  and  were 
instantly  drowned.  Mr.  Walsh  saw  his  Avife  clinging 
to  some  of  the  woodwork  of  the  vessel,  and  called  upon 
her  to  leap  down;  but  Mr.  Ral|ih  cried  out,  "For 
God's  sake  don't  jump  down,  or  ycni  will  surely  be 
drowned  ;  hold  on,  and  we  will  return  for  you  in  a  few 
minutes."  They  had  no  idea  at  that  moment  that  the 
vessel  was  so  near  destruction  ;  but  in  a  few  minutes 
she  went  down,  bow  foremost;  and  the  unfortunate 
lady,  and  nearly  all  who  remained  on  board,  were  lost. 
Up  to  the  latest  moment  the  captain  was  seen  upon  the 
deck  endeavouring  to  calm  the  agitation  of  tlie  pas- 
sengers, and  to  direct  their  exertions  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  lives,  together  with  the  first  and  second 
mates,  who  clung  to  their  ship  to  the  last.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  boat  was  shoved  off;  the  water  was 
baled  out  with  a  hat!  and  Mr.  Ralph  and  a  young 
man-of-war'.s-man,  named  Kegg,  being  the  only  persons 
that  could  row,  seized  the  oars,  and,  after  severe  exer- 
tion, ultimately  succeeded  in  landing  fourteen  persons 
on  the  rocks  about  half  a  mile  below  the  wreck. 
Undeterred  by  the  danger  of  the  enterprise,  and  intent 
only  on  saving  as  many  lives  as  possible,  Ralph,  Kegg, 
and  the  young  lad,  who  still  continued  to  stnp  the  plug- 
hole with  his  fingers,  rowed  back  to  the  scene  of  the 
disaster;  but  they  found  the  vessel  had  gone  down, 
her  masts  alone  being  visible  above  the  water.  Twelve 
or  fourteen  persons  were  clinging  to  these  with  all  the 
tenacity  of  despair.  R:ilph  and  his  companions  took 
five  off  the  foremast,  and  were  proceeding  to  relieve 
those  u[)on  the  mainmast  from  their  position,  when  the 
steward  of  the  Queen  Victoria,  who  was  one  of  them, 


cried  out,  "  Don't  mind  u'j,  my  dear  fellow  ;  the  boats 
of  the  Roscommon  will  pick  us  up."  On  turning 
round,  Ralph  perceived  at  a  short  distance  the 
Roscommon  steamer,  the  boats  of  which  had  already 
picked  up  several  persons,  and  were  proceeding  as  last 
as  possible  to  render  further  assistance.  It  appears 
that  the  Roscommon  was  proceeoing  from  Dublin  to 
Holyhead,  when  the  commander,  Captain  Brown, 
observed  four  red  lights  in  the  direction  of  the  Bailey 
Lighthouse.  This  being  rather  unusual,  he  conferred 
with  his  mate,  Mr.  Davis,  on  the  suliject,  and  at  length 
resolved  to  make  for  the  lights.  They  soon  arrived  at 
the  Avreck ;  and,  the  snow  having  by  this  time  ceased, 
they  at  once  perceived  what  had  happened.  The  boats 
of  the  Roscommon  were  lowered  and  proceeded  to  the 
w-reck  ;  where  they  took  off  the  men  who  were  clinging 
to  the  mainmast,  and  rescued  others  who  were  then 
struggling  in  the  water.  The  boats  also  took  the 
peoi)le  who  had  been  landed  on  the  rocks  by  Mr.  Ralph  ; 
the  whole  number  received  on  board  the  Roscommon 
was  forty-five,  making  with  the  eight  who  got  to  land 
when  the  Queen  Victoria  first  struck,  fifty -three  persons 
saved.  The  Roscommon  returned  to  Kingstown,  and 
steamers  were  at  once  despatched  to  the  wreck;  but  all 
they  could  effect  was  to  pick  up  some  of  the  corpses  and 
save  a  portion  of  some  of  the  floating  property.  The 
number  of  people  saved  is  fifty  three,  twenty  of  whom 
belonged  to  the  crew.  The  exact  number  of  the  people 
on  board,  and  the  names  of  those  who  perished,  has  not 
yet  been  ascertained.  An  investigation  into  the  above 
aflair  has  begun. 

The  Rev.  James  Commeline,  rector  of  Redmarley,  in 
Gloucestershire,  has  Lost  his  Life  from  Readimi  in  Bed. 
The  book  had  been  placed  on  a  reading-stand  at  his 
bedside,  and  it  is  supposed  he  had  dozed  off  for  a  few 
minutes,  as  the  inmates  of  the  house  were  suddenly 
alarmed  by  hearing  his  screams,  and  on  rushing  into 
the  room  they  found  the  bed  in  flames  and  the  room 
filled  with  smoke.  He  was  found  to  be  badly  burned, 
and  died  two  days  afterwards. 

At  the  village  of  Llanfchangel,  near  Brecon,  the 
house  of  a  tradesman,  named  Morgan,  has  been 
Destroi/ed  bi/  Fire,  his  whole  family,  exceptiLig  himself, 
perishing  in  the  flames.  The  fire  broke  out  in  the 
night.  Morgan,  at  his  wife's  entreaty,  got  through  a 
window  to  open  a  door.  In  a  moment  the  whcde  house 
was  wrapped  in  flames,  and  he  was  the  only  inmate 
who  escaped  with  life.  Eight  persons  perished — Mrs. 
Morgan,  five  children,  a  servant  girl,  and  Mrs.  Griffith, 
a  widow. 

A  fatal  Accident  took  place,  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th,  on  the  line  of  the  London  and  North- Western 
Railway.  Two  labouring  men  were  proceeding  to  work, 
and  while  passing  through  the  Kilburn  tunnel  they 
heard  the  noise  of  an  engine  approaching  them,  but 
could  not  tell  which  way  or  on  which  line.  They  both 
accordingly  laid  down  between  the  rails,  thinking  the 
engines  would  pa^s  over  them;  but  the  fender  under 
the  engine,  which  was  very  low,  struck  both  of  them, 
and  dragged  one  of  them  a  considerable  distance.  The 
driver  stopped  the  engine  with  all  possible  speed  and 
dragged  one  of  the  poor  fellows  in  a  shocking  condition 
from  under  the  tender.  One  leg  was  completely  cut 
off,  and  other  parts  of  the  body  were  dreadfully  muti- 
lated A  search  was  then  made,  when  the  other  man 
was  discovered  some  distance  down  the  line  in  an  insen- 
sible state,  with  the  scalp  torn  from  his  head,  which  was 
dreadfully  mutilated.  Both  the  injured  men  were  con- 
veyed to  the  nearest  surgeon's,  but  one  was  found  to  be 
quite  dead,  and  the  other  died  soon  afterwards. 

The  packet  ships  Roscius  and  Lady  Franklin  have 
arrived  at  New  Ynrk  from  Liverpool,  after  siiujularly 
Stormy  and  Disastrous  Passages.  The  Roscius  left 
Liverpool  the  17th  December,  and  on  the  1st  of 
January,  during  a  strong  gale,  wasboirded  by  a  tremen- 
dous sea,  that  stove  in  the  upper  di'ck  and  fore  hatches  on 
the  main  deck,  twisted  the  mainmast  head  off,  and 
filled  the  between-deoks  with  four  feet  of  water.  All 
the  stores,  provisions,  and  clothes  of  the  steerage  pas- 
sengers were  much  damaged  liy  this  irumdation,  and 
no  doulit  a  greater  part  entirely  destroyed,  as  their 
boxes  were  washing  about  the  decks  until  the  ship 
could   be  brought-to  and  the    wreck  cleared.      When 
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that  was  accomplished,  it  was  found  that  four  of  the 
crew  had  been  washed  overboard,  the  mate  had  one  of 
his  arms  broken,  and  one  of  the  crew  a  leg  broken, 
besides  several  others  severely  injured.  From  the  time 
the  vessel  left  Liverpool  until  she  arrived  in  port,  she 
had  to  contend  with  continuous  head  winds.  The 
Lady  Franklin  left  Liverpool  on  the  3rd  of  December, 
and  commenced  her  misfortunes  on  the  7th,  when  a 
seaman,  niinied  George  Rash,  was  washed  from  the 
bowsprit  and  drowned.  On  the  17lh  of  the  same 
month  she  shipped  a  tremendous  sea,  which  stove  the 
starboard  quarter  boats,  bulwarks,  sky-iights,  and 
binnacle,  and  injured  most  of  the  men,  some  of  them 
severely.  She  also  lost  a  suit  of  sails.  At  einht  a.m., 
of  the  same  day,  two  of  the  crew,  named  John  Richard- 
son and  John  Hunterson,  fell  from  the  foretopsail 
yard  to  the  deck,  and  were  picked  up  dead.  The 
Franklin,  however,  was  not  alone  in  her  misfortunes, 
as  on  the  2Sth  she  spoke  the  schooner  Lile  (probably  a 
Eritish  vessel),  bound  to  Liverpool  from  Jamaica, 
seventy  days  out,  and  without  provisions,  wiih  which 
Captain  Osliorn  kindly  supplied  them ;  and  on  the  21st, 
in  lat.  44.30,  Ion.  28.50,  they  s])oke  another  schooner 
(name  unknown),  bound  to  Cork,  from  Newfoundland, 
the  captain,  mate,  and  jiart  of  the  crew  of  which  had 
met  a  watery  grave  by  being  washed  overboard.  To 
add  to  tlieir  misfortunes,  they  were  without  a  navigator, 
which  want  Captain  Osborn  was  not  able  to  supply, 
or  render  them  any  assistance  to  help  them  on  their 
dreary  way,  more  than  giving  them  some  instructions 
how  to  steer. 

Several  Lives  were  Lost  on  the  Ice  in  (he  Parks  on 
Sunday  the  20th  inst.  Bills  were  posted  in  each  park 
warning  tile  public  of  the  danger.  In  spite,  however,  of 
the  precautions  given,  about  42,000  persons  ventured  on 
the  ice  in  the  various  paiks,  while  the  banks  of  the 
respective  rivers  were  so  crowded  that  it  was  a  work  of 
no  little  difficulty  for  any  of  the  society's  men  to  pass  to 
and  ,fro  to  render  assistance  to  the  jiersons  immersed. 
On  the  canal  which  is  called  after  Sir  John  Duckett, 
and  skirts  the  east  side  of  Victoria  Park,  three  persons 
lost  their  lives.  Between  four  and  five  o'clock  two  boys 
were  walking  on  the  ice  near  Watson's  lock,  and  were 
heard  to  express  their  intention  of  trying  how  far  it 
would  bear.  They  had  scarcely  passed  the  lock-house 
when  the  ice  gave  way,  and  they  fell  into  the  water.  A 
man  unknown,  dressed  in  the  garb  of  a  butcher,  went 
from  the  bank  on  to  the  ice  with  the  intention  of  rescuing 
them,  but  the  ice  broke  under  him,  and  he  was  im- 
mersed. A  youth  next  made  an  attempt,  and  he  also 
met  a  similar  fate.  He  was  followed  by  another  boy, 
who  put  out  a  stick,  in  the  act  of  doing  wliich  the  ice 
gave  way  by  his  weight,  and  he  fell  in  the  midst  of  the 
four  who  were  already  in  the  water,  and  w  ho  were  cling- 
ing to  each  other.  At  the  moment  there  was  neither  a 
rope  nor  a  drag  with  which  to  assist  them,  wliile  on  the 
banks  were  the  brothers  (jf  the  two  lads,  who  could  with 
difficulty  lie  kept  out  of  the  water.  Some  persons  tied 
several  sillc  liandkei chiefs  together,  which  were  thrown 
to  the  spot,  by  which  and  other  means  two  were  got  out. 
A  man  named  Johnson,  who  lets  boats  on  the  canal, 
brought  up  one  of  his  boats,  by  which  time,  the  drags 
having  been  obtained  from  the  City  of  Paris  and  the 
lock-house,  a  search  was  made,  and  in  about  15 
minutes  the  bodies  of  the  youths  were  found.  One  was 
taken  to  the  lock-house,  where  it  was  undressed  and 
placed  on  a  sofa  before  the  fire.  The  second  youth  was 
conveyed  to  the  City  of  Paris  public-house.  Surgeons, 
wlio  were  soon  in  attendance,  exhausted  every  resource 
of  their  art  on  the  two  lads,  but  in  vain  ;  both  were 
beyond  mortal  aid.  The  body  of  the  man  was  not 
found. 

Six  seamen  have  Perished  in  a  shocking  manner  on 
the  Great  Hoyle  Bank,  off  the  Cheshire  coast.  They 
had  gone  to  examine  a  vessel  which  had  been  wrecked 
upon  the  shoal  on  the  previous  Sunday.  Reaching 
the  edge  of  the  sand,  which  extended  many  miles  in 
circumference,  the  men  liad  secured  their  boat  by 
fastening  the  painter  round  the  boat-hook,  which  they 
threw  into  the  sand.  Like  those  of  the  Goodwin, 
they  are  hard  and  dry  when  the  tide  is  out,  in  which 
state  ot  ap|iarent  security  they  found  them  on  landing. 
Having  gone  to  the  spot  where   the    wreck  lay,   they 


were  about  returning,  when  they  vrere  not  a  little 
alarmed  at  observing  the  boat  adrilt,  and  the  tide  rapidly 
covering  the  sand.  One  accovmt  states  that  some  boat- 
men, a  considerable  distance  oft',  observed  the  unhappy 
fellows  rushing  about,  holding  up  handkerchiefs  and 
other  things,  in  the  hope  of  attracting  attention.  None 
came,  however,  and  in  little  more  than  an  hour  the 
sea  swept  over  the  entire  range  of  the  bank,  and  the 
poor  fellows  thus  miserably  perished. 

The  Arienis,  an  East  Indiaman,  has  been  Wrecked, 
with  the  loss  of  twenty  lives.  She  sailed  from  London 
some  years  since,  on  a  voyage  for  Bombay  and  China, 
and  from  the  period  of  her  departure  from  Bombay, 
nothing  was  heard  of  her  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  when 
the  attention  of  the  underwriters  was  attracted  to  a 
notice  of  a  loss,  in  the  Java  paper,  announcing  that  a 
large  ship,  supposed  to  be  tlie  Arienis  from  England, 
hacl  been  wrecked  on  the  Eugans  Islands,  in  lat  5.31  S., 
long.  102,  12  E.,  about  sixty  miles  of  Sumatra,  on  the 
west  coast,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  crew  (I'orty-four  in 
number)  had  perished  by  starvation,  where  they  had 
been  exposed  many  months.  Lloyd's  agents  at  Singa- 
pore, Messrs.  Lindsey  and  Co.,  by  the  recent  mail,  have 
sent  additional  information  respi  cting  the  unhappy 
catastroplie  ;  hut  it  is  somewhat  gratifying  to  state  that 
although  a  great  many  of  the  crew,  including  the  master. 
Captain  Brown,  his  chief  officer,  Mr.  Church,  and  others, 
twenty  in  all,  perished,  the  remainder  of  the  ship's 
company,  twenty-four,  were  found  alone  on  the  island 
by  a  merchant  trading  there  for  oil,  who  took  them  oil 
board  his  vessel,  which  has  since  arrived  at  Singapore. 
The  Arienis,  it  seems,  struck  on  a  sunken  reef  near  the 
coast,  and  floating  on,  went  down  in  deep  water. 

A  fatal  .4cc«/e?jnias  taken  place  on  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  attended  with  the  death  of  one  of  the  directors. 
It  happened  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  inst.  An 
express  train,  on  its  way  to  London,  when  traversing 
the  cutting  at  Ealing,  went  oft'  the  rails,  and  two  of  the 
first-class  carriages  ran  up  the  embankment  and  fell 
over.  In  the  second  carriage  were  four  of  the  directors, 
one  of  whom,  James  Gibhs,  Esq.,  of  Clifton,  was  killed 
on  the  spot,  and  another  director.  Dr.  Pritchard  Smith, 
of  Reading,  was  severely  injured-  The  accident  is  sup- 
posed to  have  originated  in  the  breaking  of  one  of  the 
"scroll  irons  "  or  "spring  hangers"  attached  to  the 
near  leading  wheel  of  the  front  first-class  carriage. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  Rec/istrar- General's  Quarterly  Return  of  Births, 
Marriages,  and  Deatlis,  affords  important  indications  of 
the  state  of  the  country.  It  contains  the  births  and 
deaths  in  England  during  the  quarter  ending  31st  De- 
cember last ;  and  the  marriages  during  the  quarter 
ending  30th  September  last.  The  marriages  and  tiie 
births,  in  nearly  the  same  proportion,  greatly  exceed 
the  average  number  of  the  season  ;  and  the  average  of 
the  corresjionding  quarters  of  previous  years  is  slightly 
ex -eeded  by  the  deaths.  The  registration  of  the  year 
1852  is  completed,  lor  the  biiths  and  deaths,  by  the 
present  return.  The  births  were  616,251  in  1851,  and 
6  4,171  in  1852.  The  deaths  395,933  in  1851,  and 
407,937  in  1852.  The  average  annual  rate  of  birth  is 
3'282  per  cent.,  or  nearly  I  in  30.  In  1852  it  rose  to 
3'472  per  cent.,  or  1  in  29.  The  average  annual  rate  of 
death  is  2'242  per  cent,  (rather  less  than  1  in  45)  ;  in 
1852  it  was  2-269,  or  slightly  above  the  average  (1  in 
44  nearly.) 

76,582  persons  were  JSIarried  in  the  quarter  ending 
September,  1852,  giving  a  considerable  excess  on  the 
numbers  (74,310)  married  in  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  marriages  was 
38,291,  while  in  the  summer  quarters  of  1840-3  the 
number  of  marriages  never  exceeded  1^9,397,  and  in  1842 
fell  so  low  as  27,^88  ;  in  the  summer  of  1844  there  was 
a  sudden  increase,  and  in  tlie  summer  of  1845  the  mar- 
riages were  35,003;  in  1847-8  the  numbers  fell  back  to 
32,439,  and  rose  slowly  until  the  summer  of  1849  ;  in 
each  of   the   three  succeeding  summers   (1850-2)   the 
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marriages  have  not  been  less  than  37,155  in  number. 
Nothing  probably  indicates  more  accurately  than  these 
figures  the  condition  of  the  people,  or  the  view  which 
they  took  of  their  prospects  in  life  during  the  last  eleven 
summers.  The  rate  of  marriages  is  still  high  in  London, 
and  the  marriages  were  7109  in  the  last,  7345  in  the 
previous  September  quarter,  whereas  they  amounted 
only  to  57-17  in  tlie  corresponding  quarter  of  18-18.  The 
marriages  increased  in  all  the  south-eastern  counties.  In 
the  south  midland  division  the  marriages  were  nearly 
stationary.  In  Essex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk,  the  mar- 
riages also  increased.  In  the  south-western  division  the 
increase  of  marriages  was  greatest  in  Devonshire  and 
Somersetshire ;  was  particularly  conspicuous  in  St. 
Thomas,  Newton  Abbott,  Plymouth,  Taunton,  Yeovil, 
and  Bath.  The  marriages  increased  in  each  of  the  west 
and  the  north  midland  counties,  particularly  in  Stroud, 
Cirencester,  Ludlow,  and  Clun  (where  a  railway  has 
recently  been  carried),  Shrewsbury,  Dudley,  Worcester, 
King's  Norton,  Birmingham,  Coventry,  "Warwick, 
Caistor,  Leicester,  Nottingham,  where  manufactures  are 
actively  carried  on.  In  Cheshire  and  Lancashire  mar- 
riages are  much  more  numerous  than  they  were  in  1848, 
but  less  numerous  than  they  were  in  1850  ;  in  Manchester 
and  in  Liverpool  the  marriages  are  declining.  York- 
shire is  nearly  in  the  same  condition  as  Lancashire  ;  the 
marriages  in  the  West  Riding  have  not  increased  to  any 
extent  since  1850.  In  the  northern  division  the  mar- 
riages decreased  ;  they  increased  in  Wales. 

The  Births  registered  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
■were  152,066,  whereas  the  numbers  in  the  quarter 
ending  December,  1851,  were  149,155.  The  births 
in  the  last  quarters  having  been  152,066,  and  the  deaths 
99,946,  the  natural  increase  of  population  was  52,120. 
The  number  of  emigrants  who  sailed  in  the  quarter 
from  London  was  12,322;  Plymouth,  1,676;  Liverpool, 
41,317;  from  the  three  English  ports,  55,315.  The 
total  numbers  who  sailed  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom  at  which  there  are  government  emigration 
agents  amounted  to  57,913.  Many  who  sailed  from  other 
ports  are  not  in  the  return,  and  it  is  well  known  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  emigrants  who  sail  from  Liver- 
pool are  by  birth  Irish.  At  present  it  is  probable, 
taking  all  circumstances  into  account,  that  the  emigra- 
tion from  England  is  not  equal  to  its  natural  increase. 

The  number  of  emigrants  who  sailed  during  the  year 
1852  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  at  which 
there  are  emigration  agents,  amounted  to  350,647,  or 
certainly  not  less,  taking  the  year  through,  and  other 
ports  into  account,  than  1000  a  day. 

The  average  rate  of  mortality  has  increased  ;  99,946 
deaths  were  registered  during  the  last  quarter  of  the 
year  1852.  In  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1851  the 
deaths  were  99,248.  The  annual  rate  of  mortality  in 
the  last  quarter  is  at  the  rate  of  2-197  per  cent.,  which 
is  higher  than  the  average  rate,  or  than  the  mortality 
in  the  corresponding  quarters  of  1842-45,  in  1848,  in 
1850-51,  but  much  lower  than  2'545  and  2-389,  the  rates 
of  mortality  in  1846-47.  The  mortality  has  been 
greater  in  the  towns  than  in  the  country.  To  every 
four  deaths  out  of  a  given  number  living  in  the  country, 
five  deaths  occurred  out  of  an  equal  number  living  in 
the  towns  during  the  last  quarter  ;  and  on  an  average, 
out  of  equal  numbers  living,  four  die  in  the  towns 
during  autumn  to  every  three  who  die  in  the  country. 
In  those  districts  and  places  where  the  mortality  has 
been  greatest,  it  is  ascribed  to  the  wetness  of  the 
weather,  to  crowded  habitations,  unhealthy  nuisances, 
bad  drainage,  and  (especially  in  Wales)  neglect  of 
vaccination.  The  comparative  healthiness  of  some 
places  (as  at  North  Bradley)  is  ascribed  to  the  hu-ger 
command  of  the  necessaries  of  life  now  possessed  by  the 
very  poorest ;  and  (as  at  Barnsley)  to  the  active 
employm.ent  of  the  labouring  population. 


A  crowded  meeting  of  the  working  classes  who  sup- 
port the  proposed  Opening  of  the  (Crystal  Palace  on 
Sundays  was  held,  in  St.  Martin's  Hall,  on  the  2Gth  ult. 
The  meeting  was  called  by  the  trades'  delegates,  alleged 
to  represent  92,520  working  men  ;  the  delegates  them- 
selves mustering  about  one  hundred  strong.  Mr.  Henry 
Mayhew  was   in   the   chair.      He   read   a   declaration, 


averring  that  the  ■working  men  do  not  question  the 
authority  of  the  decrees  upon  ■which  the  institution  of 
the  Sabbath  is  founded;  that  it  is  a  social  institution 
designed  especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  labourer  ;  that 
they  are  anxious  to  guard  the  day  of  rest  from  unneces- 
sary encroachment,  and  desire  no  infringement  upon  it 
more  than  physical  and  intellectual  necessities  require. 
A  resolution  adopting  the  declaration  was  carried  with 
cheers.  Some  disturbance  arose  out  of  an  attempt  of 
the  Pieverend  Mr.  Bailey,  Secretary  of  the  Lord's  Day 
Observance  Society,  to  address  the  meeting  ;his  intrusion 
was  objected  to,  and  he  was  not  allowed  to  be  heard. 

A  Conference  of  the  Peace  Society  was  held  at  Man- 
chestej-  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  January.  The  Meetings 
were  in  the  Free  Trade  Hall,  which  on  the  second  day 
was  densely  crowded.  Mr.  George  Wilson  occupied 
the  chair,  and  the  speakers  were  Mr.  Cobden,  Mr. 
Bright,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  Mr.  Joseph  Sturge, 
Mr.  I.  Smith,  Mr.  Brotherton,  and  several  other 
gentlemen.  Letters,  expressing  adhesion  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  society,  were  read  from  Lord  Goderich, 
Mr.  George  Combe,  Lord  Radnor,  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt, 
M.  de  Girardin,  M.  Athanase  Coquerel,  and  M.  Carnot. 
— It  was  announced  from  the  chair  that  the  sub- 
scription towards  the  fund  of  10,000^.  for  carrying  out 
the  objects  of  the  society  had  already  reached  4,525^. 
The  usual  topics  were  handled  by  the  speakers. 
Mr.  Cobden  ridiculed  the  cry  of  invasion; 
commented  severely  on  the  conduct  of  the  press  in 
echoing  that  cry,  and  traducing  the  French  emperor ; 
and  engaged  that  if  a  certain  local  journalist  would  pay 
a  shilling  a  week  to  a  school,  he  (Mr.  Cobden)  would 
pay  him  down  10,000?.  on  the  invasion  of  this  country 
by  France.  Before  the  meeting  broke  up  it  was  agreed, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sturge,  that  a  Conference  should 
take  place  on  the  Continent.  The  above  challenge, 
thrown  out  by  Mr.  Cobden,  ■was  declined  by  the  journal 
(The  Manchester  Guardian),  for  which,  it  appears,  it 
was  intended ;  but  it  was  accepted  by  Major-General 
Brotherton,  and  gave  rise  to  a  correspondence.  Mr. 
Cobden  offered  to  give  his  bond  for  10,000?.  in  case  of 
the  French  ever  attempting  an  invasion ;  but  General 
Brotherton  declined  to  take  the  bond,  having  only  desired 
to  test  Mr.  Cobden's  sincerity  ;  but  he  stated  his  inten- 
tion of  paying  the  shilling  a  week  to  the  Manchester 
Infirmaiy. 

Propositions  for  establishing  Cheap  Colonial  Postage 
were  lately  issued  by  the  Colonial  and  International 
Postage  Association ;  and  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Society  of  Arts  was  held  on  the  8th  inst.  to  consider 
them.  Sir  John  Boileau  occupied  the  chair.  In  the 
course  of  his  opening  .speech,  he  read  an  extract  from  a 
letter  from  Sir  John  Pakington,  expressing  his  great 
desire  to  see  a  system  of  cheap  postage  established 
between  this  country  and  our  Colonies  ;  saying  that,  if 
he  had  continued  in  office  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
used  every  exertion  to  effect  it ;  that  he  should  be  happy 
to  cooperate  with  the  committee  ;  and  trusts  the  present 
government  may  be  induced  to  attach  as  much  im- 
portance to  the  subject  as  he  did.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Postage  Society,  detailed  some  of  the  existing  griev- 
ances ; — At  present,  the  postage  on  a  letter  to  our 
foreign  possessions  varies  from  8rf.  to  Is.  lOd.,  the 
average  being  about  a  shilling.  There  are  two  rates  to 
each  colony,  according  to  whether  the  letter  be  sent  by 
private  ship  or  by  packet.  In  some  cases  the  letters 
must  be  prepaid,  in  others  it  [is  optional,  while  from 
some  of  the  Colonies  letters  cannot  be  prepaid  under 
any  circumstances ;  and,  lastly,  ■whatever  the  amount 
paid  on  this  side,  a  writer  knows  not  how  much  his 
correspondent  will  have  to  pay  before  the  letter  will  be 
given  up  to  him.  The  total  gross  income  from  Colonial 
correspondence  is  less  than  200,000?.  per  annum.  Thus, 
supposing  the  average  postage  to  be  Is.,  we  have  less 
than  four  millions"  of  Colonial  letters,  or  only  one-  . 
hundredth  part  of  the  total  number  of  letters  passing 
through  the  Post-office  during  the  year.  Consequently, 
many  letters  must  go  by  other  cliannels.  The  main 
resolution  agreed  to  was,  that  the  penny  postage  system 
should  be  extended  to  "  the  whole  of  the  British  Colonies 
and  Possessions." 

A  public  meeting  of  the  British  Freehold  Land  and 
Building  Companies  was  held  at  Exeter  Hall  on  the 
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22nd  inst.  G.  H.  Whalley,  Esq.,  M.P.  (one  of  the 
trustees),  presided,  and  in  opening  the  proceedings, 
showed  the  vahie  of  Freehold  Land  Societies  in  giving 
men  a  political  existence  in  the  country  in  which  they 
were  subjects. — Mr.  Tanner  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors),  stated  the  companies  had  been  in  existence 
for  building  purposes  for  upwards  of  seven  years.  The 
members,  chiefly  of  the  working  classes,  had  been  put 
in  possession  of  311  freehold  and  leasehold  houses,  and 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  had  been  paid  upon  invest- 
ment shares ;  the  aggregate  amount  paid  in  both 
purposes  amounted  to  about  90,000/.,  and  the  num- 
ber of  shares  4870.  The  directors  had  originally  been 
r  estrained  from  investing  in  freehold  land,  owing  to 
the  dictum  of  the  government  legal  officer,  that  it 
did  not  come  within  the  words  of  the  act,  "other 
real  estate.  '  That  notion'  having  been  at  length  ex- 
ploded, and  about  4,000,000?.  having  been  invested  in 
land  with  eminent  success,  the  directors  of  the 
British  had  resolved  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
their  members,  and  embrace  it  among  their  objects. 
Auxiliary  with  the  above  companies  there  had  been 
established  a  system  of  life  assurance,  securing  the  pro- 
perty to  the  member's  family  in  the  event  of  his  death, 
and  the  company  against  possibility  of  loss  upon  the 
mortgage  ;  and  also  a  loan  fund  had  been  provided  to 
make  immediate  ijayments  to  members  emigrating,  over- 
taken by  sickness,  or  other  temporary  misfortune. — 
Mr.  Brooks,  the  secretary,  explained  in  detail  the  new 
features  of  the  two  companies. — Mr.  George  Thompson, 
one  of  the  trustees,  delivered  an  address  upon  the  social 
and  political  advantages  of  freehold  land  and  building 
societies,  and  expressed  his  unqualified  approval  of  their 
combination  with  a  principle  of  which  the  working 
classes  especially  ought  to  avail  themselves  immediately 
— life  assurance. — Mr.  Cleland,  the  provincial  manager 
of  the  Industrial  and  General  Life  Assurance  Company, 
gave  an  explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  life  as- 
surance might  be  most  beneficially  connected  with 
freehold  land  and  building  societies. 

A  parliamentary  return  has  been  printed,  giving  an 
account  of  Drunken  and  Disorderly  Per'ions  in  London 
for  a  number  of  j-ears.  It  appears  that  in  1851  the 
Metropolitan  Police  force  took  into  custody  6318  per- 
sons (2.556  males,  and  3762  females)  for  disorderly 
conduct,  [and  10,668  (6207  males,  and  4461  females) 
for  drunkenness.  For  drunkenness  and  disorderly  con- 
duct, within  the  Metropolitan  Police  district,  12,584 
persons  were  taken  into  custody,  of  which  6972  were 
males  and  5532  females.  The  population  of  the  Metro- 
politan Police  district  was  about  2,399,104  in  1851.  In 
1851,  280  persons  were  taken  into  custody  by  the  City 
of  London  Police  force  for  drunkenness,  and  661  for 
disorderly  conduct,  out  of  a  population  of  127,869. 

A  return,  relating  to  Drtmken  and  Disorderly  Persons 
in  Scotland,  has  been  printed,  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  It  appears  that  in  1851  the  city  of 
Edinburgh   police   took  into  custody  2793  persons  for 


drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct,  out  of  a  population 
of  166,000  ;  and  the  Glasgow  police,  14.870,  of  which 
10,012  were  males,  and  4858  females.  The  population 
was  333,657. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

Her  Majesty  held  an  investiture  of  the  Order  of  the 
Bath  on  the  22nd  ;  when  William  Gore  Ouseley,  Esq., 
was  created  a  Knight  Commander,  (civil  division)  ; 
Lieut.  General  Charles  Macleod,  of  the  East  India 
Company's  Service,  a  Knight  Commander,  (military 
division),  and  Belford  Hinton  Wilson,  Esq.,  a  Knight 
Commander,  (civil  division). 

The  Earl  of  Clarendon  has  been  appointed  one  of 
Her  Majesty  s  principal  secretaries  of  state. 

Viscount  Combermere  has  been  appointed  Constable 
of  the  Tower,  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
Hamlets. 

Commander  Inglefield  has  received  orders  to  set  out 
again,  with  the  Phoenix  screw-steamer,  to  assist  in  the 
search  for  Sir  John  Franklin.  He  is  first  to  carry 
stores  to  Beechy  Island ;  then  go  whither  he  may  deem 
fit  in  the  direction  of  his  former  voyage.  The 
Lady  Franklin,  sailing-vessel,  is  to  accompany  the 
Phu!nix  as  a  tender,  and  be  stationed  at  some  spot 
in  Baffin's  Bay  while  the  Phoenix  proceeds  on  her 
voyage  of  discovery. 

The  National  Institute  of  France  have  presented, 
for  the  third  time,  Laland's  Prize  of  about  300f.  and 
a  medal  to  Mr.  J.  Russell  Hind,  of  Mr.  Bishop's 
Observatory,  for  his  discovery  of  the  unprecedented 
number  of  four  new  planets  during  the  past  year. 
The  Royal  Astronomical  Society  have  also  presented 
him  with  their  gold  medal  at  their  last  meeting,  as  a 
testimony  of  their  high  appreciation  of  his  merits. 


The  Right  Hon.  David  Boyle,  late  President  of  the  Court 
of  Session,  died  on  the  4th  instant,  at  Shewalton,  in  Ayi-.shire, 
in  his  Slst  year. 

The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Nichol,  late  M.P.  for  CardiflF,  died  at 
his  residence  In  the  Via  Sistina,  In  Rome,  on  the  27th  ult. 

The  Earl  of  Tyrconnel,  G.C.H.,  died  somewhat  suddenly 
on  the  26th  ult.,  at  Kipling,  Yorkshire,  in  his  e3rd  year. 

Viscount  Melbourne,  G.C.B.,  died  on  the  29th  ult.,  at 
Brocket  Hall,  Herts,  in  his  70th  year. 

The  Earl  of  Belfast  died  at  Naples  on  the  11th  inst.,  in 
his  2Cth  year. 

Ladv  Coutts  Trotter  died  at  Paris  on  the  ISth  inst.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Lord  RockviUe,  one  of  the 
.judges  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scotland,  and  widow  of  the 
iatc  Sir  Coutts  Trotter,  Bart. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William  Grant  Brocghton,  Bishop 
of  Sydney,  and  Metropolitan  of  AustraUa,  died  on  the  20th 
inst.,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  ago.  His  lordship  arrived  in 
England  a  few  weeks  since  by  the  La  Plata. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  last  overland  mail  from  //irfi'a  brings  the  import- 
ant intelligence  of  the  annexation  of  Pegu  to  the 
British  dominions.  The  following  proclamation,  by  the 
Governor-General,  announcing  this  measure  and  ex- 
plaining its  grounds,  was  read  at  Rangoon  on  the  20th 
of  December,  amid  the  roar  of  artillery  and  the  cheers 
of  the  troops: — "The  Court  of  Ava  having  refused  to 
make  amends  for  the  injuries  and  insults  which  British 
subjects  had  suffijred  at  the  hands  of  its  servants,  the 
Governor-General  of  India  in  Council  resolved  to  exact 
reparation  by  force  of  arms.  The  forts  and  cities  upon 
the  coast  were  forthwith  attacked  and  captured  ;  the 
Burmaii  forces  have  been  dispersed  wherever  they  have 
been  met ;  and  the  province  of  Pegu  is  now  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  British  troops.  The  just  and  moderate 
demands  of  the  Government  of  India  have  been  rejected 
by  the  Kins ;  the  ample  oiiportunity  that  has  been 
afforded  him  for  repairing  the  injury  that  was  done  has 


been  disregarded  ;  and  the  timely  subm.ission,  which 
alone  could  have  been  effectual  to  prevent  the  dismem- 
berment of  his  kingdom,  is  still  withheld.  Wherefore, 
in  compensation  for  the  past,  and  for  better  security  m 
the  future,  the  Governor-General  in  Council  has 
resolved,  and  hereby  proclaims,  that  the  province  of 
Pegu  is  now,  and  shall  be  henceforth,  a  portion  of  the 
British  territories  in  the  East.  Such  Burman  troops  as 
may  still  remain  within  the  province,  shall  be  driven 
out.  Civil  government  shall  immediately  be  cstabli^-hed, 
and  officers  shall  be  appointed  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  the  several  districts.  The  Governor-General  in 
Council  hereby  calls  on  the  inhabitants  of  Pegu  to  sub- 
mit themselves  to  the  authority,  and  to  confide  securely 
in  the  protection  of  the  British  Government,  whose 
power  they  have  seen  to  be  irresistible,  and  whose  rule 
is  marked  by  justice  and  beneficence.  The  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  having  exacted  the   reparation  he 
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deems  sufficient,  desires  no  further  conquest  in  Burmah, 
and  is  willing  to  consent  that  hostilities  should  cease. 
But  if  the  King  of  Ava  shall  fail  to  renew  his  former 
relations  of  friendship  with  the  British  Gnvernment, 
and  if  he  shall  recklessly  seek  to  dispute  its  quiet  pos- 
session of  the  province  it  has  now  declared  to  be  its  own, 
the  Governor-General  in  Council  will  a.::iin  put  forth 
the  power  he  holds,  and  will  visit  with  full  retribution 
aggressions  which,  if  they  be  persisted  in,  must  of  neces- 
sity lead  to  the  total  subversion  of  the  Burman  State, 
and  to  the  ruin  and  exile  of  the  King  and  his  race." 


There  are  advices  from  Jamaicato  the  29th  ult.  The 
House  of  Assembly  met  on  the  25th.  There  had  been 
plenty  of  rain  and  good  weather.  The  market  report 
says  the  produce-market  was  reported  generally  inacive. 
The  heavy  rains,  however,  which  prevailed  throughout 
the  island  seriously  interrupted  the  operations  of  the 
harvest,  and  prevented  the  deliveries  of  produce  already 
manufactured  in  Kingston  ;  therefore  the  markets  were 
slightly  supplied,  and  prices  were  tending  upward. 


PROGRESS  OP  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONISATION. 

A  numerous  meeting  of  employes  belonging  to  the 
Dockyard  at  Portsmouth  was  held  on  the  16l1i  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  Kmigraiioii  Loan  Sociefy.  The 
first  resolution  was  to  the  effect  that  shipwrights  in  this 


country  were  labouring  under  many  disadvantages, 
arising  from  the  "excessive  supply  of  the  labour  market," 
by  which  they  were  placed  in  an  inferior  position  in 
society,  and  that  the  only  means  of  alleviating  their  con- 
dition was  by  the  promotion  of  emigration  to  the 
Australian  and  other  colonies.  This  resolution  was  car- 
ried unanimously,  the  plan  recommended  being  the 
payment  by  the  members  of  the  association  of  threepence 
per  week  each,  from  thi;  fund  so  produced  each  emigrant 
being  allowed  two-thirds  of  his  expenses  of  passage- 
money  and  outfit,  the  otlier  third  being  advanced  through 
Mrs.  Chisholm.  It  was  confidently  anticipated  that  the 
loans  so  granted  would  be  honourably  returned,  at  least 
by  those  who  might  be  successful.  Another  resolution 
for  the  formation  of  an  Emigration  Loan  Society  for  the 
shipwrights  of  Portsmouth  dockyard  on  the  plan  above 
stated  was  carried,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  meeting.  It  was  also  deter- 
mined to  invite  Mrs.  Chisholm  to  Portsmouth  to  give  the 
required  information  on  the  subject,  the  day  to  be  fixed 
at  her  own  convenience. 

The  ship  Harriet,  despatched  by  the  Emigration  Com- 
missioners, sailed  from  Southampton  for  Sydney  on  the 
16th  inst.  She  took  out  upwards  of  400  emigrants,  most 
of  whom  were  adults,  and  amongst  them  90  single  young 
women.  Most  of  them  are  decent  farm  labourers,  a  great 
proportion  of  whom  were  from  Buckinghamshire  and 
some  of  the  south-eastern  counties. 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  Marriage  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  was  cele- 
brated on  Saturday  the  29th,  and  Sunday  the  30th  of 
January  ;  the  civil  celebration  on  the  former,  and  the 
ccclcfiastical  ceremony  on  the  latter  day.  On  Saturday 
morning,  as  early  as  half-past  eight,  the  bride,  accom- 
panied by  her  mother,  the  Spani>li  ambassador,  and 
several  official  personages,  proceeded  from  the  Ely.^ee  to 
the  Tuileries,  where  the  Emperor  awaited  her.  He  was 
surrounded  by  a  host  of  ecclesiastical,  military,  and  state 
dignitaries;  from  amongst  whom  he  advanced  to  the 
door  of  the  salon,  and,  cordially  shaking  hands  with  his 
bride,  he  conducted  her  to  the  seat  of  honour  prepared 
for  her.  She  was  then  led  in  proces^ion  to  the  Salle 
des  Mareschaux,  where  a  brilliant  crowd  was  assembled. 
At  the  end  of  the  hail  were  two  chairs  of  state ;  one  on 
the  right  for  the  Emperor,  the  other  on  the  left  for  the 
future  Empress.  His  Majesty  took  his  seat,  and  then 
invited  the  Empress  to  be  seated.  On  the  Emperor's 
right  hand  stood  Prince  Jerome  and  the  Imperial 
Princes ;  behind  the  chair,  the  Countess  of  Montijo  and 
the  Minister  of  Spain;  on  the  left  of  the  future  Empress, 
the  Princess  Mathilde  ;  and  in  front,  near  the  table,  the 
Minister  of  State.  This  functionarv,  \I.  Fould,  then 
advanced  and  said  in  a  loud  tone — "  In  the  name  of  the 
Emperor."  At  these  words,  the  Emperor  and  the 
future  Empress  both  rose.  M.  Fould  then  continued — 
"  Sire,  Does  your  Majesty  declare  that  you  take  in 
marriage  her  Excellency  Mademoiselle  Eugenie  de 
Montijo,  Comtesse  de  Teba,  here  present?"  The 
Emperor  declared — "  I  declare  that  I  take  in  marriage 
her  Excellency  Mademoiselle  Eugenie  de  Montijo, 
Comtes.se  de  Teba,  here  present."  The  Minister  of 
State  then,  turning  to  the  bride,  said — "  Mademoiselle 
Eugenie  de  Montijo,  Comtesse  de  Teba,  does  your 
Excellency  declare  that  you  take  in  marriage  his  Maje.-ty 
tlie  Emjieror  Napoleon  III.,  here  present?"  Her 
Excellency  replied — "I  declare  that  I  take  in  marriage 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III.,  here  present." 
The  Mini.ster  of  State  then  pronounced  the  following 
words — "  In  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  of  the  law,  I  declare  tluit  his  Majesty 
Kapoleon  III.,  Emperor  of  the  French,  by  the  grace  of 
God  and  the  national  will,  and  her  Excellency  Made- 
moiselle Eugenie  de  Montijo,  Comtesse  de  Teba.  are 
united  in  marriage."  The  ceremony  of  signing  the 
registry  of  marriage  followed  :  the  Emperor  and  Emjircss 
writing  as  they  sat,  and  the  witnespes  standing,  accord- 
ing to  their  rank.  Then,  in  the  theatre,  a  cantata, 
from  the  pen  of  M.  Mery,  the  Court  poet,  was  chanted 


to  the  music  of  M.  Robert ;  and  this  being  concluded, 
the  new  Empress  was  escorted  back  in  state  to  the 
Elysee.  The  ecclesiastical  ceremony  was  performed  at 
the  church  of  Notre  Dame.  The  whole  city  was  in 
motion  at  an  early  hour.  Tlie  regular  soldiery,  horse 
and  foot,  took  up  their  positions  along  the  line  of  the 
procession  ;  the  Naticmal  Guards  were  called  out  on 
the  same  duty  ;  and  soon,  from  the  Tuileries  to  Notre 
Dame,  the  streets  glistened  with  bayonets  and  swords. 
Marching  along  from  all  quarters  came  the  deputations 
from  the  trades  and  workpeople,  each  headed  by  a  great 
banner,  destined  to  await,  in  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries, 
the  coming  and  goinu'  of  the  bridal  procession.  About 
two  hundred  old  veterans  from  the  Invalides,  each 
holding  a  tricolor,  hobbled  along.  Windows  were 
filled,  roofs  were  covered,  and  every  corner  of  the  streets 
was  crowded  with  spectators.  The  old  cathedral  archi- 
tecture was  shrouded  with  decorations.  A  wooden 
construction  had  been  raised,  in  three  compartments, 
over  the  three  entrances,  painted  in  the  mediaeval  fashion, 
to  match  the  edifice.  Long  green  velvet  draperies 
floated  over  the  entrances,  and  above  them  flags  of  all 
colours ;  the  towers  were  clothed  with  gold  brocade ;  a 
gigantic  gilt  statue  of  Christ  stood  between  them  ;  and  a 
large  gdt  eagle  with  outstretched  wings  was  poised  on 
each  summit.  The  doors  were  opened  at  ten,  and  the 
crowd  flowed  in.  The  scene  which  met  their  gaze  was 
magnificent.  Ten  thousand  wax  candles,  suspended 
from  the  roof,  dazzled  the  eyes.  The  pillars  were 
swathed  from  plinth  to  capital  in  crimson  velvet,  and 
each  capital  bore  a  gilt  shield  and  a  gilt  eagle.  Above 
these  hung  crimson  draperies  fringed  with  gold  and 
imitation  ermine  ;  and  still  higher,  what  may  be  called 
a  green  velvet  vallancc,  studded  with  bees,  and  inscribed 
with  an  enormous  "N"  and  "E"  was  seen,  inter- 
mingled with  festoons  of  flowers.  The  pillars  next  the 
nave,  on  either  side,  were  clothed  in  crimson  and 
studded  with  bees.  Hanging  from  the  ceiling  were  the 
banners  of  the  eighty-six  Departments,  of  various  dyes 
and  decorations.  A  "temporary  altar  had  been  erected 
beneath  a  crimson  canopy  lined  with  ermine,  and  sur- 
mounted by  an  eagle.  The  transepts  were  fitted  up  for 
the  Senate,  the  Council  of  State,  the  Ministers,  the 
Corps  Diplomatique,  and  the  Corps  Legislatif  A  salute 
of  101  guns  from  the  Invalides  announced  the  dejjarture 
of  the  cortige  from  the  Tuileries.  Preceded  by  dragoons, 
the  bridal  party  fcdiowed  in  three  divisions,  each  sepa- 
rated by  dragoons  ;  then  the  Emperor's  carriage— the 
same    used    by    Napoleon,    Charles    Dix,    and    Louis 
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Philippe,  and  containing  only  the  bvide  and  bride- 
groom. The  carriage  was  entirely  surrounded  by  plate- 
glass  windows,  so  that  the  occupants  were  distinctly 
visible.  When  the  party  entered  the  Cathedral,  the 
clergy  proceeded  down  the  aisle,  with  the  Archbishop 
of  Paris  at  their  head,  to  meet  the  Emperor  and  the 
Empress.  The  Archbishop  having  offered  them  a 
morsel  of  the  true  cross  to  kiss,  four  ecclesiastics  held 
a  rich  dais  over  the  heads  of  the  Imperial  pair,  and  the 
proces^ion  advanced  up  the  church.  The  Empress  was 
exceedingly  pale,  but  perfectly  composed.  She  looked 
neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  and  advanced 
steadily.  The  Emperor  was  dressed  in  the  uniform  of 
a  general  officer,  and  wore  the  grand  collar  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour  which  had  belonged  to  Napoleon, 
and  the  collar  of  the  Golden  Fleece  which  had  been 
suspended  from  the  neck  of  Charles  V.,  and  which  the 
Queea  of  Spain  had  sent  him.  The  Emperor  and 
Empress  took  their  places  on  the  throne,  and  the  cere- 
mony   commenced.     The    Arcliliishop    addressing   the 


government  journal  for  the  arrests  is,  that  the  Emperor 
could  no  longer  tolerate  the  concoction  of  a  defamatory 
and  anarchical  correspondence  which  tends  to  abuse 
Europe  as  to  the  Government  which  France  has  freely 
given  herself. 

The  Senate  and  the  Legislative  body  formally  opened 
their  sittings  on  the  1-lth  inst.  They  met  first  in  their 
separate  chambers,  and  proceeded  to  the  Tuileries 
escorted  by  cavalry.  Here  they  were  received  in  state 
by  the  Emperor,  who  was  accompanied  by  the  Empress  ; 
and  his  IMajcsty  delivered  the  following  characteristic 
speech: — 

"  Keuators  and  Deputies, — A  year  since,  I  called  you  to- 
gether in  this  place  to  inaugurate  the  Constitution,  promul- 
gated in  virtue  of  the  powers  wliich  the  people  had  conferred 
on  me.  Since  that  period,  tranquillity  has  not  been  disturbed. 
Tlie  law,  in  resuming  its  sway,  has  allowed  the  majority  of 
the  men  who  were  made  the  subject  of  uecessaiy  severity  to 
return  to  their  homes.  The  riches  of  the  nation  have  increased 
to  such  a  point  that  that  portion  of  our  floating  capital,  the 

_  ,-  ,  value  of  which   can  be    estimated,   amoimts  to  about  two 

Emp'eror  and  Empress,  said,  "  Do  you  present  yourself   miUiards.     The  activity  of  labour  develops  itself  in  every 


here  to  conti-act  marriage  in  the  presence  of  the 
Church?"  They  answered,  "Yes,  Monsieur."  The 
Archbishop  then  turning  towards  the  Emperor,  said — 
"  Sire,  you  declare,  acknowledge,  and  swear,  before 
God,  and  before  his  Holy  Church,  that  you  now  take 
Mademoiselle  de  Montijo,  Comtesse  de  Teba,  here  pre- 
sent, for  your  wife  and  legitimate  spouse?"  The 
Emperor  answered  with  a  firm  and  sonorous  voice, 
"  Yes,  Monsieur."  The  Prelate  continued — "  You  pro- 
mise and  swear  to  be  faithful  in  all  things  as  a  faithful 
husband  should  be  to  his  spouse,  according  to  the  com- 
mandment of  God  ?  "  The  Emperor  again  responded, 
"Yes,  Monsieur."  The  Archbishop  then  turning  to 
the  Empress,  addressed  the  same  interrogatories  to  her 
Miijesty,  and  received  like  affirmative  answers.  The 
Archbishop  then  gave  the  pieces  of  gold  and  the  ring 
to  the  Emperor  ;  who  presented  them  to  his  bride,  with 
the  words,  "  Receive  the  signs  of  the  marriage-covenant 
between  you  and  me."  The  Empress  then  handed  the 
gold  pieces  to  the  Duchesse  de  Bassano,  her  maid  of 
honour  ;  after  which,  the  Emperor  placed  the  ring  on 
the  finger  of  herMajesty,  with  the  usual  words.  The  cere- 
mony was  concluded  in  the  usual  form  of  the  ritual.  In 
the  evening,  the  government  offices  were  illuminated,  but 
very  few  houses.  The  marriage  was  followed  by  a  series 
of  letes  given  by  the  various  Ministers  at  their  hotels. 

An  amnesty  has  been  granted  to  persons  convicted  of 
political  offences.  The  decree  proclaiming  it  contains 
the  names  of  4312  individuals,  but  the  exiled  generals 
are  not  in  the  list,  nor  is  pardon  extended  to  any  one  of 
note.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great  number  of  political 
arrests  have  taken  place.  Before  daybreak,  on  the 
morning  of  Sunday  the  6th  instant,  in  the  same  way  as 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  December,  1851,  separate  bodies 
of  police  made  the  arrests  at  the  same  hour.  How  many 
were  compromised  in  the  arrest  is  not  accurately  known  ; 
but  it  is  believed  all  the  correspondents  of  the  German, 
and  nearly  all  those  of  the  Belgian,  Spanish,  anel  Italian 
journals.  The  prisoners  were  placed  au  secret  in  the 
prison  of  Mazas.  No  charge  of  conspiracy,  or  oven  of 
hostility,  was  brought  against  them.  General  do  St. 
Priest,  the  well-known  Legitimist,  said  to  have  been 
arrested  by  mistake,  was  afterwards  liberated :  his  papers, 
however,  were  examined  ;  and  some  swords,  much  prized 
by  him  on  account  of  their  donors — the  King  of  Prussia, 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  others — were  carried  off. 
Among  the  other  names  specified  are  those  of  the  Duke 
de  Rovigo,  a  son  of  Savary,  M.  Coetlogon,  M.  Ville- 
messent,  M.  de  la  Pierre,  editors  of  the  Corsaire ; 
M.  Tanski,  a  naturalised  Pole  connected  with  the 
Journal  des  Deba/s,  and  the  Augsbtirg  Gazette; 
M.  Gerard,  M.  Pages-Dupart,  M.  Paul  Foucher,  and 
M.  Carpellas,  all  foreign  correspondents  ;  M.  Planiol,  of 
the  Gazette  de  France,  since  released  ;  Count  de  Mira- 
beau,  a  Bonapartisf,  arrested  by  mistake  for  his  Legi- 
timist brother  the  Marquis ;  and  Michel  Carre,  the 
farce-writer.  It  is  remarked  that  M.  Paul  Foucher  is  a 
clerk  in  the  Police  Department,  and  M.  Gerard,  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior.  Two  Italians 
were  arrested  at  the  BatignoUes.  The  officers  fired  on  the 
Italians  ;  alleging  afterwards  that  they  were  armed,  and 
would  have  fired  on  them.     The  reason  alleged  by  the 


branch  of  iudustry.  The  same  progix-ss  is  being  realised  in 
Africa,  where  our  army  has  distingviished  itself  by  heroic 
successes.  The  form  of  the  Government  has  been  changed, 
without  any  shock,  by  the  free  suffrages  of  the  peoiile.  Great 
works  have  been  undertaken  without  the  creation  of  any  new 
tax,  and  without  a  loan.  Peace  has  been  maintaiued  without 
servility.  All  the  Powers  liavo  recognised  the  new  Govci-u- 
ment.  France  has  now  institutions  which  can  defend  them- 
selves, and  the  stability  of  which  do  not  depend  on  the  life  of 
one  man. 

"Tliese  results  have  not  cost  great  efforts,  because  they 
were  in  the  minds  and  for  the  interest  of  all.  To  those  who 
would  doubt  their  importance,  I  will  reply,  that  scarcely 
fourteen  months  ago  France  was  delivered  up  to  the  hazards 
of  anarchy.  To  those  who  may  regret  that  a  wider  field  has 
not  been  given  to  liiierty,  I  Trill  reply,  that  liberty  has  never 
aided  in  founding  a  durable  political  edifice ;  it  crowns  it 
when  it  has  been  consolidated  by  time.  Let  us,  besides,  not 
forget  that  the  immense  majority  of  the  country  has  confi- 
dence in  the  present  and  faith  in  the  future.  There  still 
remain  incorrigible  individuals,  who,  forgetful  of  their  own 
experience,  of  their  past  terrors,  and  of  their  disappointments, 
obstinately  persist  in  paying  no  attention  to  the  national 
will,  deny  the  reality  of  facts,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  sea  which 
every  day  gi'ows  more  and  more  calm,  call  for  tempests  in 
which  they  would  be  the  first  to  be  swallowed  up.  These 
occult  proceedings  of  the  diftcrent  parties  serve  no  pvirpose 
but  to  show  their  weakness  ;  ;ind  the  Government,  instead  of 
being  disturbed  at  them,  only  thinks  of  governing  France 
and  traneiuillisiug  Europe.  For  this  double  object  it  has  the 
firm  determiuatiun  to  diminisli  expenses  and  armament,  and 
to  devote  to  useful  puiijoses  all  the  resources  of  the  country ; 
to  keep  up  with  good  fUith  international  relations,  in  order  to 
prove  to  the  most  incredulous  that  when  France  expresses 
her  formal  intention  to  remain  at  peace,  it  may  be  believed, . 
for  she  is  sti'ong  enough  not  to  deceive  any  one. 

"You  will  see,  gentlemen,  by  the  budget  wliicii  wUl  be 
presented  to  you,  th;it  our  financial  position  has  never  been 
better  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  that  the  public  revenue 
has  increased  beyond  all  anticipation.  Nevertheless,  the 
effective  force  of  tlie  .army,  already  reduced  by  30, 000  men  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  is  about  to  be  imme.eliately  X'e- 
duced  by  20,000  moi-e. 

"The  m<ajority  of  the  laws  which  will  be  presented  to  you 
will  not  go  beyond  necessary  exigencies ;  and  that  is  the 
most  favourable  indication  of  our  situation.  The  people  are 
happy  when  governments  do  not  find  it  neecssaiy  to  resort  to 
extraordinary  measures. 

"Let  us,  therefore,  thank  Providence  for  the  visible  pro- 
tection which  it  has  accorded  to  our  efforts  ;  let  us  persevere 
in  this  course  of  firmness  and  moderation,  which  reassures 
without  irritating,  wlrich  leads  to  good  without  violence,  and 
so  prevents  all  reaction.  Let  us  always  reckon  on  God  and 
on  ourselves,  as  on  the  mutual  support  which  we  owe^  to 
ourselves  ;  and  let  us  be  proud  to  see  in  so  short  a  time 
this  great  country  pacified,  prosperous  at  home,  and  honoured 
abroad." 

The  reduction  of  the  army  announced  in  the  .above 
speech  is  little  more  than  nominal.  The  30,000  men 
sent  home  before,  and  the  20,000  men  to  be  sent  home 
now,  are  the  most  worthless  portion  of  the  French  army. 
Not  a  single  officer  is  reduced,  not  a  regiment  disbanded. 
The  Civaliy,  artillery,  and  engineers— the  portion  of  an 
army  whicli  it  takes  time  to  organise — are  kept  in  the 
fullest  efficiency  ;  while  the  only  troops  sent  away  are 
those  who  are  useless,  and  who  at  the  same  time  cost 
money  and  eat  rations. 

A  pamjihlut  has  appeared  in  P.aris,  full  of  animosity 
against  the  English  nation.  It  is  the  work  of  an  ardent 
Legitimist,    a  "provincial    advocate,  named    Frederick 
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Billot.  It  is  entitled  Lettres  Franqites,  and  consists,  as 
its  title  imports,  of  a  series  of  letters  addressed  "  To 
Kapoleon  III.,  Emperor  of  the  French."  The  following 
passage  is  a  specimen  of  its  spirit :  "  Yes  !  I  repeat  it, 
we  are  proud  of  our  affection  for  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
because  it  is  detested  by  the  English.  In  conclusion,  in 
order  that  the  eyil  disappear,  we  must  destroy  it  in  the 
egg  {dans  son  ccuf).  It  is  not  India  or  any  other  foreign 
point  we  must  invade  :  people  would  not  permit  us  ;  we 
could  not  do  it.  It  is  to  the  very  heart  of  Great  Britain 
we  must  advance — it  is  the  English  spirit  we  must 
destroy  in  its  own  home.  Then,  indeed,  the  decline  of 
England  will  be  a  truth.  To  say  and  to  do  any  other 
thing  is  to  talk  nonsense.  The  time  for  declarations  is 
past ;  the  word  must  no  longer  be  other  than  action,  and 
action  the  most  grave  and  the  most  decisive." 

The  Moniteiir,  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  and  his 
governinent,  has  disavowed  any  participation  in  these 
sentiments. 

Detachments  of  all  the  regiments  in  garrison  at  Paris 
went  on  the  l'2th  inst.  to  the  Ecole  Militaire  to  attend 
the  reading  and  execution  of  sentences  of  courts-martial 
on  soldiers  convicted  of  different  offences.  The  con- 
demned, who  were  conveyed  to  the  Ecole  in  a  cellular 
van,  were  formed  into  a  platoon,  and  the  troops  into  a 
square.  After  a  roll  of  the  drums  the  judgment  on  each 
man  was  read  aloud,  and  some  were  subjected  to  military 
degradation,  others  condemned  to  the  penalty  of  the 
boulet  were  made  to  kneel  and  then  paraded  before  the 
troops.  One  of  the  condemned,  a  sergeant  named  Andres, 
guilty  of  embezzlement,  seemed  overwhelmed  with 
shame.  Before  being  degraded  militarily,  be  was 
degraded  from  the  Legion  of  Honour,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  a  jear  ago  as  a  reward  for  his  long  services. 
The  prisoners  -weie  afterwards  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and 
the  troops  were  marched  past  them. 

Accounts  from  Vienna  state  that  an  attempt  has  been 
made  on  the  life  of  the  Emperor.  It  took  place  on  the 
18th  inst.  at  noon.  His  Majesty,  who  had  been  walking 
on  the  bastion,  had  halted  for  a  moment  near  the 
Karinthian  gate  to  observe  the  exercises  of  some  soldiers 
who  were  below.  The  assassin  approached  the  Emperor 
from  behind  with  a  table  knife,  and  rushing  at  him, 
dealt  him  a  blow  between  the  head  and  shouldei-s. 
Thanks  to  the  hulan  uniform  which  the  Emperor  wore 
and  to  his  cloak,  the  wound  was  notserioxis.  The  man, 
who  was  arrested  on  the  spot,  is  named  Ladislas  Libeny. 
He  is  22  years  of  age,  and  a  native  of  Stuhlwerssenberg, 
in  Hungary.  He  says  that  he  was  formerly  the  hussar 
servant  of  Count  Nicholas  Esterhazy.  He  has  been  in 
Vienna  one-and-twenty  months,  working  as  a  tailor. 
At  the  examination  which  took  place  this  afternoon,  he 
stated  that  he  had  no  accomplices  ;  that  he  formed  the 
design  of  striking  a  blow  at  the  Emperor  as  long  ago 
as  1850,  "in  order  to  let  people  see  what  a  Hungarian 
could  do  for  his  patrie,  oppressed  by  gendarmes  and 
police.  For  these  eight  days  I  have  walked  up  and 
down  the  bastions  to  catch  the  Emperor.  However,  I 
did  not  wish  to  kill,  but  only  to  wound  him.  I  fear 
nothing."  When  led  off  to  prison,  he  cried  incessantly, 
"  Vive  Kossuth." 

A  letter  from  Vienna  of  the  17th,  states,  that  since 
the  recent  events  at  Milan  have  reawakened  the  Austrian 
government  to  a  sense  of  its  danger,  it  has  been  resolved 
to  recall  into  activity  a  number  of  officers  capable  of 
effective  service  at  present  on  the  retired  list.  At  the 
same  time  the  plan  is  again  revived  of  making  Vienna 
an  immense  military  arsenal,  and  tlie  chief  point  of  all 
military  operations. 


An  insurrection  broke  out  at  Milan  on  Sunday  the 
6th  inst.,  but  it  did  not  rise  to  an  alarming  height.  It 
is  said  that  proclamations,  bearing  the  names  of  Kossuth 
and  Mazzini,  and  inciting  the  people  to  insurrection, 
had  been  placarded  in  .the  city ;  but  Kossuth  has  dis- 
avowed the  proclamation  ascribed  to  him  ;  and  Mazzini's, 
probably,  was  also  a  fabrication.  On  the  evening  of  the 
above  day,  a  body  of  men,  chiefly  armed  with  daggers, 
made  a  desperate  attack  on  the  Castello,  killed  nine 
privates  and  three  officers,  and  wounded  fifty-four  men. 
The  object  of  the  insurgents  was  to  get  possession  of  the 
arms  and  ammunition  in  the  citadel ;  but  although  they 


forced  their  way  into  the  castle,  the  gates  of  the  maga- 
zines were  closed  ;  they  were  subsequently  overwhelmed, 
and  many  were  made  prisoners.  Next  day  there  was  a 
slight  attempt  to  renew  the  contest  ;  but  it  was  speedily 
suppressed.  Several  insurgents  were  shot  and  hanged. 
The  state  of  siege  was  proclaimed  by  Count  Strasoldo. 
Radetsky  issued  a  proclamation  on  the  9th  from  Verona, 
containing  the  most  rigorous  provisions.  The  state  ot 
siege  was  to  be  maintained  with  the  "very  greatest 
severity  ;  "  all  suspicious  strangers  to  be  dismissed ;  the 
families  of  the  killed  and  wounded  to  be  maintained  for 
life  by  the  city  of  ISIilan  ;  all  extraordinary  expenses  to 
be  paid  by  the  city  until  the  ringleaders  are  given  up. 
The  effect  of  the  rising  on  the  contiguous  states  was 
considerable  ;  but  no  movement  in  support  was  made. 
The  Piedmontese  frontiers  were  guarded  from  the  first ; 
the  militia  of  Ticino  was  called  out.  Certain  refugees 
have  been  expelled  from  Piedmont,  and  others  removed 
from  the  frontier.  No  other  rising  has  occurred  in  any 
one  of  the  Italian  cities. 

Accounts  from  Milan  down  to  the  17th  inst.,  state 
that  all  the  gates  remained  closed,  and  that  domiciliary 
visits  and  arrests  were  continued.  General  Giulay,  the 
Governor,  had  received  with  mildness  a  deputation  con- 
sisting of  thirty-five  notable  inhabitants,  who  prayed  a 
mitigation  of  the  rigours  decreed  against  the  city.  He 
promised  to  write  to  Verona  and  to  Vienna,  but  held 
out  few  hopes  of  a  favourable  answer.  The  general 
reminded  the  citizens  of  the  bad  reception  which  they 
had  given  to  the  Emperor  when  he  visited  their  city  ; 
and  added,  that  he  himself  had  been  so  neglected  by 
the  elite  of  the  population,  that  he  scarcely  recognised 
a  face  among  the  members  of  the  deputation. 


The  accounts  from  ^lontenegro  are  confused  and 
obscure.  The  present  state  of  things  appears  to  be 
this  :  Montenegro  is  invested  on  all  sides  by  a  Turkish 
force,  now  amounting  to  44,000  men.  Both  parties 
have  met  with  reverses ;  but  there  has  been  a  steady 
gain  on  the  side  of  the  Txirks.  Alarmed  at  this,  and 
perhaps  desirnxis  of  effecting  other  objects,  Austria, 
under  the  pretence  of  protecting  her  frontier,  has  de- 
spatched thither  large  bodies  of  troops,  mainly  from 
Vienna.  The  march  of  the  Russian  corps  for  the  scene 
of  action  is  also  confirmed ;  and  other  Russian  forces 
are  expected  in  Wallachia.  Omar  Pacha  has  addressed 
a  proclamation  to  the  insurgent  districts,  informing  the 
Montenegrins  that  they  have  themselves  to  thank  for 
the  war :  they  may,  however,  purchase  peace  by  sub- 
mission. He  offers  them  religious  liberty,  with  the 
right  of  electing  their  own  judges  and  magistrates, 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Pacha  of  Scutari;  and  he 
promises  that  no  taxes  shall  be  imposed  except  to  main- 
tain these  officials,  whose  duty  it  will  be  especially  to 
protect  the  poor;  while  the  Montenegrins  will  be  ex- 
pected to  protect  the  frontier.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
proclamation  about  giving  up  arms.  Meanwhile,  until 
he  receive  answers,  the  Seraskier  has  suspended  ope- 
rations. 


The  dates  from  Ne^o  York  are  to  the  8th  instant. 
There  is  little  intelligence.  A  Message  had  been  re- 
ceived in  Congress  from  the  President,  transmitting 
a  report  relative  to  the  negotiations  with  England  on 
the  reciprocity  and  fisheries  questions.  The  terms  of 
the  treaty  are,  that,  excepting  Newfoundland,  Ameri- 
can and  Colonial  fishermen  are  to  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  in  the  markets  of  both  countries. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  published  the 
annual  financial  report.  At  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal 
vear  there  was  a  balance  of  14,632,136  dollars  in  the 
United  States  Treasury.  The  estimated  receipts  for  the 
present  year  are  65,932,136  dollars,  and  the  estimated 
expenditure  60,560,056  dollars.  The  public  debt  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  65,181,692  dollars.  The  annual 
value  of  the  agricultural,  mineral,  and  manufacturing 
productions  of  the  United  States, is  stated  at  3,000,000,000 
dollars.  The  imports  last  year  amounted  to  27,109,788 
dollars;  exports,  166,967,490  dollars.  Imports  of  specie 
during  the  year,  5,503,544  dollars.  California  being  a 
State  of  the  Union,  gold  from  her  is  not  of  course 
noticed.  Exports  of  specie  last  year,  42,674,435  dollars. 
The   Philadelphia  mint  coined  last  year,  52,405,569; 
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and  the  branch  mints,  4,700,000  dollars.  The  export  of 
cotton  last  year  amounted  to  87,935,732  dollars.  The 
exports  of  tobacco  were  worth  10,031,283  dollars  ;  of 
rice,  2,470,029  dollars;  of  bread-stufTs  and  provisions, 
25,836,337  dollars.  The  exports  of  domestic  merchan- 
dise and  produce  show  a  decrease  of  24,349,585  dollars, 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  American  papers  contain  a  reply  "  to  the  Duchess 
of  Sutherland  and  the  Ladies  of  England,"  by  Mrs.  Julia 
Gardiner  Tyler,  widow  of  the  late  President  Tyler.  The 
main  ideas  in  this  very  long  document  are,  that  it  was 
an  impertinence  in  the  ladies  meeting  at  Stafford  House 
to  address  the  ladies  of  the  United  States  at  all  on  the 
subject  of  slavery ;  that  it  is  the  only  one  subject  on 
which  "  there  is  a  possibility  of  wrecking  the  bark  of 
this  Union  ;  "  that  England  introduced  and  perpetuated 
slavery  against  the  wishes  of  the  colonists :  and  that,  if 
they  look  around,  enough  will  be  found  to  do  at  home 


in  the  way  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  their  fellow - 
creatures.  Mrs.  Tyler  concludes  by  saying  that 
"  America  might  love  England,  if  England  would 
permit  her." 


A  revolution  broke  out  in  Buenos  Ayres  on  the  1st  of 
December.  The  pretext  was  a  dislike  of  Alsina,  the 
Governor.  He  resigned  in  consequence,  and  a  new 
government  was  formed  ;  but  that  did  not  stop  the 
revolution.  The  town  was  besieged  by  the  Gauchos 
under  Colonel  Lagos,  and  was  put  to  great  straits  ;  but 
just  before  the  mails  were  despatched,  the  Buenos 
Ayreans  sallied  forth  and  drove  the  enemy  from  several 
positions.  It  was  conjectured  that  the  country  popu- 
lation desired  to  make  a  diversion  in  favour  of  Urquiza, 
and  restore  him  to  power.  Sir  Charles  Hotham  was  at 
the  capital  of  Paraguay.  The  British  and  Americans 
stood  prepared  for  a  self-defensive  neutrality. 


NAEEATIYE  OF  LITEKATUEE  AND  AET. 


PrBLiCATiox  during  the  past  month  has  gone  much 
in  the  direction  of  fiction  and  travels,  but  there  have 
been  also  several  contributions  to  general  literature 
more  or  less  important. 

Messrs.  Clowes  and  Spicer  have  added  a  fourth  volume, 
more  abundant  in  illustration  than  any  of  its  predecessors, 
to  the  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of 
1851.  Mr.  Prentice  has  commenced  a  History  of  the  Anti- 
Corn  Law  League,  of  which  the  first  volume  is  out.  The 
Rev.  Derweut  Coleridge  has  republished,  with  many  addi- 
tions, his  father's  Notes  on  English  Divines.  There 
has  been  a  reprint  of  Pope's  Homer,  with  small  wood- 
cut designs  reduced  from  Flaxman.  A  new  Life  of 
Toussaint  V  Ouverture  has  attested  the  increasing  inter- 
est now  shown  in  everything  connected  with  the  negro's 
claims  and  capabilities.  Military  publishers  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  interest  inspired  by  our  national 
defences  to  send  out  Militia  Mamials,  or  Fighting 
Made  Easy.  Mr.  Frederick  Hill  has  published  a 
volume  on  Crime,  its  Atnount,  Causes,  and  Remedies, 
a  subject  on  which  his  many  years'  experience  as  one  of 
the  inspectors  of  prisons  entitles  him  to  speak  with 
authority.  The  same  all-important  subject  has  had 
further  illustration  in  a  volume  by  the  chaplain  of  the 
Pentonville  Prison,  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Burt,  descriptive  of 
Results  of  Separate  Confinement  at  Pentonville  ;  and  in 
a  collection  of  facts  and  suggestions  respecting  Juvenile 
Delinquents,  by  IMiss  Carpenter.  An  eighth  edition  of 
Mr.  Wilderspin's  Infant  System  has  also  appeared,  and 
the  Messrs.  Blackwood  have  published  an  intelligent 
treatise  on  Dwellings  for  the  Working  Classes.  In  a 
volume  professing  to  describe  what  are  called  the  "spirit- 
rappings  "  in  America,  a  believer  in  those  manifestations 
has  done  his  best  to  call  attention  to  Sights  and  Sounds, 
the  Mystery  of  the  Day.  Mr.  Edward  Miall,  M.P.,  has 
elucidated  those  more  intelligent  and  intelligible  Bases  of 
Belief  on  which  the  nonconformist  community  rest 
their  theological  opinions.  Mr.  JamesHeywood,M.P.,has 
abstracted  and  condensed  the  most  important  points  of 
evidence  from  the  Oxford  University  Report  into  a 
volume  of  practical  results  or  conclusions,  entitled 
O-tford  Recommendations  and  Subscription  Tests.  A 
second  series  of  Lectures  on  the  Results  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  o/1851,  has  completed  one  of  the  most  useful 
of  the  publications  suggested  by  the  Crystal  Palace. 
An  elaborate  treatise  has  appeared  on  La?iguage  as  a 
Means  of  Mental  Culture  and  International  Communi- 
cation, which  seems  designed  as  a  manual  for  teachers 
as  well  as  students.  Two  more  volumes  have  been 
added  to  Mr.  Taafe's  History  of  the  Order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem ;  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  has  pub- 
lished a  fresh  selection  from  the  Stowe  Papers,  later  in 
date  than  those  of  which  his  ex-librarian  was  the  editor, 
and  principally  illustrating,  with  the  title  of  Memoirs 
of  the  Court  and  Cabinets  of  George  the  Third,  those 
difi'erences "between  the  Shelburne  and  other  sections  of 
the  Whig  party,  which  led  to  the  famous  coalition  of 
Fox  and  North. 

In  fiction,  Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton  has  given  us 


My  Novel,  or  Varieties  in  English  Life.  Currer  Bell 
has  added  Villette  to  her  series  of  tales  of  modern  life. 
Miss  Julia  Kavanagh  has  written  a  novel  called  Daisy 
Burns.  Mr.  Longfellow's  Hyperion  has  had  the  com- 
pliment paid  to  it  of  a  series  of  original  illustrations,  from 
designs  sketched  in  the  localities  described  by  the 
romance.  Scottish  history  has  again  furnished  a  subject 
for  romantic  fiction,  in  a  story  of  Jane  Seton,  or  the 
King's  Advocate.  Mr.  Francis  Drake  has  attempted  a 
philosophical  novel  under  the  title  of  Memoirs  of  a 
Metaphysician.  And  an  American  lady  enters  the  lists, 
so  thronged  by  our  countrywomen,  with  a  story  in  three 
volumes,  called  Amabel,  or  the  Victory  of  Love. 

Lares  and  Penates,  or  Cilicia  and  its  Govei-nors,  is 
one  of  those  books  which  Layard,  Fellowes,  and  other 
scholars  have  made  of  late  so  popular,  in  which  modern 
travel  and  enterprise  are  enlisted  in  the  service  of  ancient 
history :  the  author  is  Mr.  W.  Burckhardt  Barker,  who 
has  the  advantage  of  a  very  intelligent  editor  in  Mr.  "W. 
Francis  Ainsworth.  A  brief  and  interesting  summary 
of  the  Franklin  Expeditions  has  been  published  as 
Franklin's  Footsteps.  Mr.  Warren  Adams  has  described, 
also  briefly,  A  Spring  at  the  Canterbury  Settleme7it. 
The  recollections  and  campaigns  of  a  distinguished 
Prussian  officer,  who  served  under  Wellington  and 
Blucher,  and  transacted  delicate  offices  between  them, 
have  been  translated  by  Colonel  Philip  Yorke,  with  the 
title  of  Passages  from  my  Life,  with  Memoir  of  the 
Campaign  q/'1813  and  1814,  by  the  Baron  Von  Miijfling. 
An  elaborate  Narrative  of  the  Voyage  of  H.  M.S.  Herald 
during  1845-51,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Kellett, 
which  included  a  circumnavigation  of  the  globe  and 
three  cruises  to  the  Arctic  Regions,  has  been  written  by 
Mr.  Berthold  Seemann,  who  joined  the  ship  in  1847  as 
naturalist  to  the  Expedition.  Mr.  Gisborne  has  pub- 
lished a  volume  on  The  Isthmus  of  Darien  in  1852, 
including  a  journal  of  the  expedition  of  inquiry.  Colonel 
Arthur  Cunnynghame  has  written  his  Recollections  of 
Service  in  China;  and  Mr.  Andrew  Dickinson,  an 
intelligent  working  printer  of  America,  has  described 
his  First  Visit  to  Europe. 

Among  the  pamphlet  publications  for  which  a  word 
may  be  spared,  have  been  Tlie  Deluge,  a  rhymed 
attempt  at  satire  by  Lord  Maidstone  ;  a  letter  on  the 
formation  and  management  of  The  National  Gallery,  by 
Mr.  Dyce,  R.A.  ;  a  scheme  of  Direct  Taxation  for 
1853,  by  Mr.  Jelinger  Symons ;  several  more  Pulpit 
Estimates  of  Wellington  ;  a  letter  to  Lord  Malmesbury 
by  Mr.  Hume,  M.P.,  On  Sir  James  Brooke;  several 
plans  and  suggestions  for  the  committee  now  sitting 
On  the  Affairs  of  India ;  and  a-nother  Letter  to  Lord 
Mahon  by  Jared  Sparks. 

Ordinary  compilers  of  Peerages  boast  of  the  "patron- 
age "  of  the  nobility,  but  the  Chronicler  of  Fashion  for 
the  Morning  Post,  Mr.  H.  R.  Forster,  claims  for  his 
Pocket  Peerage  and  Baronetage  for  the  Present  Year  a 
higher  distinction.  He  sends  it  forth  labelled  as  having 
been  "  revised  by  the  nobility." 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


List  of  Bankrupts.— TAc  Armiujement  Claims  in  the  present 
Mankriipt  Laio  are  so  extensivdv  resoHed  to,  that  the.  most  im- 
portant  bankruptcies  are  not  notified  in  the  "London  Gazette." 
It  has  been  determined,  therefore,  to  substitute  more  useful  com- 
mercial information  for  the  Lists  of  Bankrupts  hitMHo  ■printed  in 
this  place.  


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  12th  inst., 

LATEST  LONDON  PRICES. 


£1S,  402,360. 


Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars.  per  oz.  5    If 

Do.    dust  ,,         3  15    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       ,,        4  11} 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
to  London  Price. 

Paris 0-38  prem.  |  New  York 0-41  disct. 

Hamburgh   0'47     ,, 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  QuaHer  per  Cents. 
Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1860  . . . . 

Bank  Stock   

Exchequer  Bills 

India  Bonds 


Hishest. 

Lowest.  1 

99i 

99 

lOOi 

991 

1031 

103 

6i 

61 

228i 

227 

56 

25 

65  pm. 

45       ' 

99i-i 

lOOi-i 

103i-g 

6i-i 

226-7i 

5-15  pm. 

40-5  pm. 


Receipts 

Paid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
Jan.  \. 

100 

Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

107i 

104 

104i-| 

£02,265 

all 

Blackwall     

9i 

9 

9i 

7,208 

TOO 

Caledonian  

65 

63 

(!34-4i 

61,428 

.all 

Eastern  Counties  . . 

13} 

13 

13i 

107,138 

TOO 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 

SO 

76 

78 

25,4.53 

Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

110 

108 

108i 

31,081 

Great  Northern 

80 

76 

80 

99,966 

TOO 

Great  Western    

91  i 

86 

9U-i 

116,783 

ino 

Laucasli.  &  Yorksh. 

79i 

77 

78J 

119,812 

100 

London  &  N.  Westn. 

121 

117i 

120-1 

207,485 

100 

London  &  S.  Westn. 

93i 

89 

92i 

67,428 

100 

Midland    

70i 

76i 

79i 

156,822 

100 

South-East.  &  Dover 

80| 

78 

SOi 

117,254 

100 

York,  Newc,  <fc  Ber. 

72 

70 

70i 

96,759 

100 

York  <fe  N.  Midland. 

02 

55 

COJ 

53,167 

FOREIGN  LIST— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  101-3 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  106-8 
Danish  3  per  cent.,  84-6 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certlflc. ,  99 
Frencli  3  per  cent.,  80 
French  4  per  cent. ,  99  f.  75  c. 
French  4i  per  cent.,  105  f.  25  c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent. ,  24 
Penivian  6  p.  cent.  defd.,103-4i 
PortuKiicse  4  per  cent.,  38-9 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  121-2 
Spanisli  3  per  cent.,  47J-8 
Sai-dinian  5  per  cent.,  94|-5 


Railways. 

Paris  and  Strasbourg,  32 
Orleans  and  Bordeaux, 
Tours  and  Nantes, 
Boulogne  and  Amiens, 
West  of  France,  9j 
Northern  of  France,  35.^ 
Paris  and  Rouen,  40i 
Paris  and  Lyons,  16 J 
Paris  and  Orleans,  40-42 
West  Flanders,  4^-5 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.- 

Mines. 


Australian    6-7  prem. 

Do.  freehold    k-k 

Australasian    2-3     , , 

Brit.  Australia      i  to  g     ,, 
Colonial  Gold       3i  to  2}   ,, 

Lake  Bathurst    i  diisL'. 

Port  Philip li  i)rcm. 

South  Australia,  par  to  i  ,, 

Railways. 

East  Indian 6  to  6i  prem. 

Upper  India i  ,, 

Ind.  Peninsula.  2  to  2^  ,, 

Madras 2  to  2i  ,, 

Queb.  and  Rich- 
mond       i  to  i  ,, 


-Latest  Prices. 
Banks. 


Union  of  Australia    72i  to  73^ 

Australasian S6i  to  86^ 

Ind.  Aust.  and  China  IJ-IJ 
Eug.  Scott,  and  Aust.  li-J 
Ludn.  Chart,  of  Aust.  5-5i 

South  Australian 49-51 

Lndn.  Aust.  and  India  i-i  dis. 


Steam  Companies. 
Renins.  &  Orient.  St.  l^av. 
General  Screw  St.  Ship. . . . 
Australian  Royal  Mail  ... 

Eastern  Steam    

AustraUa  Direct 


87 
12J> 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural   2.50-4 

Van  Diemen's  Laud 19.;-3 

South  Australian  Land    58-9 


North  British  Australian. 
Peel  River  Land   


12J 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — ^imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 
ending- 
Jan.  22 

—  29 
Feb.    5 

—  12 


Wheat. 


45 
46 
46 
45 


Barley. 


30 
31 
31 
31 


Rye. 


s.  d. 

32  5 

32  2 

31  11 

30  11 


Beans. 


s.  d. 

34  11 

34  9 

34  7 

34  10 


Peas. 


31  9 

31  10 

31  5 

31  9 


Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt,  Town,  per  qr.  52  to  56 
Malting  Barley  „  30  —  33 
Flour— 

Tovm  made,  per  sk.  42  —  44 

Country   household  34  —  36 

French 38  —  41 

American,  per  barr.  24  —  27 
Indian  Com,  per  qr.  34  —  36 
Cattle —  s. 

Beasts,    per  st.  4 

Cows 3 

Calves    . .     ,,       4 

Sheep ,,      4 

Pigs    ....     „       3 
Wool,  per  lb. —    s. 

South  Downs    1 

Kentish  fleeces  1 

Flannel  wool. .   1 

Australian 2 

East  Indian  . .  0 

Cape    

Spanish 


d.    8. 

0to4 

2  —  3 

0  —  4 
10  —  5 

8  —  4 
d.    s.  d. 
Itol     3 

3  —  1     4 

0  —  1     3 
2  —  2     5 

4  —  0  lOi 
11  —  2     2 

1  —  2     0 


I.    s.       I.  s. 

Hay per  load  2  16  to  4    4 

Clover..        ,,  3  15  —  5    0 

Straw..         „  10  —  1  14 

Guano,  Peruv.,  ji.  ton,  9/.  10s. 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  9(.  15s. 
Rape  cake,  ditto,  5!.  to  51.  5s. 
Bones,  ditto,  4(.  15s. 

Poultry — Capons,  3s. —  4s.  ; 
Fowls,  2s.  —  3,s.  ;  Chicks, 
Is.lOd.— 2s.2d.;  Ducks,  2s.6(Z.; 
Geese,  2s.  9d.— 6.?. ;  Turkeys, 
4s.  8i;.— 10s.  ;  Pigeons,  lOrf. 
— Is.  ;  Rabbits,  Is. — Is.  M.  ; 
Hares,  2s.  9ci. — 4s. 

Hides,  &c. — Market,  90  lbs., 
iid. — 44rf.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lbs., 
2i('. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lbs., 
4s.  8rf. ;  do..  Horse-hides,  5s. ; 
Ox  and  Cow  horns,  per  123, 
24s.— 66s.  Rough  TaUow, 
22». 


Metals. 
Co^yper,  Cakes,  ji.  ton,  1811. 
Iron,  Pigs,  53!. ;  Rails,  U.  5s. 
Lead,  English  Pig,  26(.  Steel, 
Swedish  Keg,  22/.  Tv,i, 
English  block,  22/. ;  Banca, 
114(.  ;  Spelter,  35J.  ;  Zinc, 
161. 


Oils. 

Galipoli,  per  ton,  70!. ;  Spei-m, 
86/.  ;  Pale  Seal,  34/.  ;  Rape, 
39/. ;  Cocoa-nut,  39/. ;  Palm, 
33.  ;  Linseed,  33/.  4s. 

Tallow — Town,  46£.  9s. ;  Rus- 
sian, 45/.  10s. 


Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  60s. 

American,  70s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  to  4s.  ;   Irish  India,  per 

cwt.,   90s.  ;  Hambro',  100s.  ; 

American,  SOs.  to  100s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

"d,  to  lOd.  ;  Dorset,  per  ewt. 

92s.  to  10,Ss.  ;    Irish,  92s.  to 

98s.  ;  Dutch,  84.s'. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt. , 

52s. '  to   SOs.  ;    Dutch,    S4s.  ; 

Wiltshire,  SOs.  to  62s. 
Hams  —  York,    7(is.    to    S4s.  ; 

Irish,    76.S.   to  SOs.  ;    West- 
phalia, 50s.  to  67s. 
Mutton — ^Mid.  to  prime,    per 

8  lbs.,  4s.  to  5s.  2./. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  85s.  to  150s. 
Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  to  4s. 
Veal,  4s.  to  4s.  Sc/. 


Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt. ,  Trinidad,  37s. 
to  43s. ;   Bahia,  24s.   to  26s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 4Ss.  6ci.  ;  Do.,  Planta- 
tion, 60s.  to  84s.  ;  Mocha, 
78s.  to  98s.  ;  Jamaica,  89s. 
to  94s.  ;  J.ava,  42s.  to  57s.  ; 
Costa  Rica,  53.«.  to  84s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina.  26s. ; 
Bengal,  lis.  to  12s. ;  Patna, 
14s.  to  18s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  ewt., 
35s.  to  40s.  ;  Mauritius,  34s. 
to  39s. ;  Bengal,  37s.  to  40s. ; 
Madras,  30s.  to  35s.  ;  Havan- 
nah,  368.  to  41s. 

Do.,  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  45s.  to  48s. ;  Bastards, 
20s.  to  35s.  M. ;  Cnished, 
29s.  to    30s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  —  Congou,  Is. 
to  Is.  'M. ;  Souchong,  Is.  6</. 
to  Is.  10((. ;  Hyson,  Is.  lOt!. 
to  3s. 


X.B.  The  quotations  arc  for  first  qualittj. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from   LONDON  SINCE  JAN.  IST. 


Ships. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

To  Victoria 

15 

872 

307 

80 

305 
52 
33 

109 

29 

— '  Adelaide 

—  America 

—  Canada    

12 

Freight  and  Passage  to  Au.stbalia. 
Goods  per  ton,  40ft.,  Adelaide,  I  Steerage  passages,  £25  to  £40. 
£7.     Port  Philip,  £8  to  £9.   |  Cabin  do.,  £40  to  £75. 
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From  the  26th  FEBEUAEY  to  the  28th  MAHCH. 


[Price  2d. 


NAREATIVE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Loeds  on  Thursday,  February  24, 
the   Earl  of  Ellenborough,   in    putting   a  question 
respecting  a  letter   frona   the  Secret  Committee  of  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  to  the 
governor-general  of  India  in  Council,  dated  in  Septem- 
ber  1829,  took  a   review  of  the  causes  and  conduct  of 
the  ]Var  with  Ava.     In   1829  he  was  president  of  tlie 
Board  of  Control,  and  all  his  information  on  the  War 
in   Ava  then  recent   he   placed  before   the   late  Duke 
of  Wellington,    in   order  that    he    might   obtain    his 
authoritative  instructions   as  to   the  line  of  operations 
to  be  followed  in  the  event  of  another  war.     The  Duke 
gave  his  views  in   detail,  and  they  were   sent  out    to 
India  in  the  despatch  to  which  his  question  referred. 
Now  he  believed  that  the  course  of  operations  recently 
adopted    by   the   government   of    India  was   not  that 
described  by   the   Duke   of  Wellington ;    because   the 
Duke  never  would  have  sanctioned  the  employment  of 
troops  on  the  internal  waters  of  a  great  empire  without 
animals  and  means  of  movement.     After  the  relief  of 
Pegu,  General  Godwin  collected  twenty-five  carts,  and 
marched  twenty-four  miles  in   three  days,  driving  the 
enemy  before  him  ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  return  because 
a   provision   cart   broke   down.     It   was   impossible    to 
subdue   an    empire   with    troops   so    ill-provided.     He 
knew  we  had  compelled  the  Emperor[of  China  to  submit 
to  terms  with  very  limited  means  of  carriage  ;  but  even 
there,  in  spite  of  all  our  successes,  no  impression  was 
made   until   we  brought   all   our  force  to  bear  on  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Canal.     Have  we  the  same  means 
of  success  in  Ava  ?     Or  if  there  were,  could  we  expect 
to  produce  the  same  effect  on  the  barbarous  sovereign'of 
a  barbarous  people?     Had  we  rested  our  forces  on  the 
provinces  .of  Arracan,  placed  8000  men  at  nearly  equal 
distances  on  the  Irrawaddy  between  Ava  and  Rangoon, 
with  perfect  means  of  movement,  we  should  have  had  a 
better  chance  of  success.     What  is  the  present  position 
of  the  army  in  that  part  of  India .'     He  calculated,  that 
by  the  4th  of  January,  General   Godwin  would  be  at 
Prome  with  4800  men,  of  whom  200  would  be  cavalry, 
and  16  guns,  of  which  not  more  than  10  would  be  horsed. 
There  is  no  trace  of  any  provision  for  moving  ammunition 
or  provisions.     Out  of  the   4800   men,  as   the  soldiers 
were   dying,   six,  eight,  ten   a  day,  from  cholera,  one- 
fifth  were  in  the  hospital.     This,  with  500  as  a  guard 
for   the    sick,   left    the   movable   army   at    .3500   men. 
Before  they  could  get  to  the  enemy  on  the  left  bank  of 
the   river,  they  must  take  six  miles  of  stockades,  sup- 
ported in  the  rear  by  three  immense  stockades,  and  in 
front  by  two  miles  and  a  half  of  jungle.     How  can  it  be 
expected  that  these  forces,  limited  in  amount,  and  seriously 
affected  by  sickness,  would  be  able  at  last  to  march  on 
Ava,  "  as  was  the  dream  of  those  who  look  at  the  subject 
from  a  distance  ?  "     Then  we  had  500  men,  without  a 
commissariat,    employed   in   making    a    road    for    the 
passage  of  animals  over  the  pass  that  leads  from  Arracan 
to  the  Irrawaddy  ;  but  we  had  allowed  the  pass  to  be 
strongly  fortified,  instead  of  taking  possession  of  it  on 
the  first  day  of  the  war.     We  had  fewer  than  3500  men 
at  Rangoon  ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  "  unfortunate  " 
occupation  of  Pegu,  not  a  man  could  be  spared  from  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  as  a  reinforcement.     Yet  this 
was  the  chosen  moment  Avhen  we  "  declared  annexed, 
the  province  of  Pegu,  which  we  did  not  occupy,  ami 
intimated   our    intention,   if   our    proposals   were    not 
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acceded  to,  of  moving  upon  Ava!  "  That  was  a  very 
grandiloquent  proclamation ;  but,  unfortunately,  there 
did  not  exist  a  force  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  Why  should  we  annex  the  province  of 
Pegu  at  all  ?  And  if  we  do,  can  we  stand  there  ? 
Pegu  has  no  frontier,  no  range  of  mountains,  not  the 
slightest  line  of  demarcation.  If  we  annex  Pegu,  we 
must  annex  Ava.  In  either  case,  considerable  additions 
must  be  made  to  our  forces ;  yet  the  annexation  of  Ava 
would  bring  no  military  advantages.  In  conclusion, 
Lord  Ellenborough  said,  that  when  he  remembered 
the  great  expense,  the  extensive  operations,  with  our 
honour  pledged  by  "  that  unfortunate  proclamation"  to 
dethrone  a  sovereign — when  he  remembered  that  the 
original  pretexts  put  forward  in  justification  were  "  two 
little  injuries  inflicted  on  British  subjects " — "  two 
little  insults,"  as  they  were  called — when  he  remem- 
bered that  the  whole  amount  of  the  original  damage 
was  said  to  be  900/.,  and  considered  how  the  Burmese 
might  have  felt  insulted  at  the  presence  of  five  of  our 
ships  in  the  river — he  confessed  it  was  "  painful  to  see 
the  great  and  lamentable  consgquences  which  had  arisen 
from  a  cause  so  small^"  The  king  of  Ava  did  not 
desire  war  ;  the  notion  of  acting  hostilely  had  never 
entered  his  head :  former  governments  had  avoided 
collisions.  Lord  Ellenborough  desired  to  hear,  if  pos- 
sible, the  views  of  the  government  on  our  position  with 
regard  to  the  government  of  Ava,  and  in  what  manner 
we  can  best  extricate  ourselves. — The  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  said,  that  although  it  has  never  been 
customary  to  produce  any  despatch  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, he  was  not  disposed  to  withhold  the  paper  now 
asked  for.  It  was  written  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  much 
may  have  happened  to  render  completely  inappropriate 
any  line  of  conduct  prescribed  in  a  despatch  of  so  old  a 
date  :  although  it  would  possess  historical  interest,  he 
thought  it  of  little  practical  utility.  He  was  likewise 
prepared  to  produce  papers  explanatory  of  the  war,  in- 
cluding the  proclamation,  and  also  an  account  of  the 
expense  already  incurred.  The  ministers,  he  continued, 
did  not  feel  called  upon  to  discuss  in  any  manner  the 
propriety  of  the  measures  which  have  taken  place. 
They  had  great  reliance  on  the  discretion,  judgment, 
and  experience  of  Lord  Dalhousie.  With  the  most 
pacific  intentions,  every  governor-general  had  found 
himself  engaged  more  or  less  in  war.  Lord  Dalhousie 
had  been  led  by  the  necessities  of  the  case  to  extend  the 
sphere  of  his  warlike  operations  ;  and  he  had  reluctantly 
adopted  annexation.  "  The  present  government  (said 
Lord  Aberdeen)  are  strangers  to  the  whole  of  the 
policy  and  execution  of  that  war  up  to  the  present  time. 
Her  Majesty's  late  government,  I  apprehend,  gave 
their  general  approbation  to  that  policy  and  to  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  In  general  terms,  I  acquiesce  in 
the  opinion  which  has  been  expressed  by  the  late 
government  upon  the  subject,  and  in  the  eulogies  which 
were  passed  by  them  upon  the  governor-general." — 
After  a  speech  from  the  Earl  of  Derby,  in  which  he 
defended  the  policy  of  his  own  government  in  regard  to 
the  present  question,  the  papers  were  ordered. 

On  Friday,  Feb.  25,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  Native  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Madras  territory,  complaining  of  grievances, 
and  asking  fur  relief  from  excessive  and  oppressively- 
laised     taxation,     public    works,     reformed     finance, 
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education  of  the  people,  and  reorganisation  of  govern- 
ment. The  petition  bore  between  three  and  four 
thousand  signatures. — The  Earl  of  Abekdeen  said  that 
the  subject  had  been  fully  considered  by  the  government, 
and  after  much  deliberation  they  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  their  duty  to  propose  a  measure 
for  the  future  government  of  India  during  the  present 
session.  Farther  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  at  present. 
The  measure,  which  would  embrace  modifications  of 
the  government  with  respect  both  to  this  country  and 
to  India,  would  be  founded  on  the  existing  system. 
Those  grievances  which  require  legislation  here  would 
be  redressed  when  the  committee  now  in  action  shall 
have  made  its  report ;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
most  of  those  which  had  been  recapitulated  would  be 
more  properly  left  for  the  action  of  the  local  govern- 
ment. At  present  the  committee  of  both  Houses  had 
only  finally  concluded  that  branch  of  the  inquiry  which 
■was  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
government;  and  upon  that  her  Majesty's  ministers 
were  fully  prepared  to  legislate. 

On  Monday,  February  28,  the  Earl  of  Derby 
presented  a  number  of  petitions  respecting  the  Canadian 
Clergy  Reserres.  They  were  from  various  bodies  in 
connection  with  the  church  of  Scotland  in  Canada, 
praying  their  lordships  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
arrangements  entered  into  in  1840  with  respect  to  the 
Canadian  clergy  reserves.  He  admitted  the  justice  of 
giving  the  colonial  legislatures  the  right,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  manage  their  internal  affairs ;  but  they 
were  now  seeking,  in  regard  to  these  reserves,  to  deal 
with  what  never  was  their  own  property,  and  the 
exception  of  which  from  their  jurisdiction  was  one  of 
the  conditions  upon  which  the  Canadian  constitution 
was  granted. — The  Duke  of  Ahqyll  denied  that  a 
settlement,  which  three-fourths  of  the  people  of  Canada 
considered  to  be  unjust,  Gould  be  considered  final.  The 
only  sound  principle  was  to  leave  the  colonial  legisla- 
tures to  manage  their  own  internal  affairs. — The  Bishop 
of  OxFOKi)  said  that  having  conceded  to  the  people  of 
Canada  the  right  to  manage  their  own  internal  affairs, 
we  were  bound  to  surrender  these  reserves  to  the 
disposal  of  their  legislature. — The  Bishops  of  London 
and  Exeter  briefly  supported  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

On  Tuesday,  March  1,  a  conversation  took  place  on 
the  subject  of  the  Punish»ic7it  of'  Transportation.  In 
reply  to  a  question  from  the  Bishop  of  M.\nchesteh, 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  stated  that  there  is  no  inten- 
tion of  making  any  change  in  regard  to  the  convicts  at 
Bermuda  and  Gibraltar.  The  convicts  at  Bermuda  will 
shortly  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  those  now  im- 
prisoned on  the  improved  system  at  Portland. — Lord 
Cajmpbeli,  said  he  was  going  on  circuit,  and  he  wished 
to  know  whether,  when  he  passed  a  sentence  of  trans- 
portation, it  would  be  a  mere  mockery  ?■ — The  Duke  of 
Newcastle  said,  it  was  an  inconvenient  question  to 
put.  Great  alterations  in  secondary  punishments  and 
prison  accommodation  must  be  made  before  any  final 
arrangement ;  but  transportation  must  shortly  be 
brought  to  a  close. — Lord  Campbell  then  entered  into 
a  pleading  in  favour  of  continuing  transportation,  and 
other  peel's  joined  in  the  discussion. 

On  Thursday,  March  3,  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bcr/istratioH  of  Assurances  Bill  was  moved  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  entered  into  a  full  explanation  of 
the  measure.  Its  object  (ho  said)  was,  to  effect  a  regis- 
tration of  titles,  and  of  encumbrances ;  treating  the 
register  as  proof  of  all  the  facts  stated  therein,  and 
refusing  to  recognise,  as  against  the  purchaser,  claims 
not  registered.  By  this  means,  marriage-settlements, 
mort.'ages,  appointments,  &c,,  could  not  be  advanced  as 
claims  against  tlie  purchaser  unless  they  were  stated  on 
the  face  of  the  register ;  where  he  would  see  the 
liabilities  of  what  he  was  purchasing.  The  bill  had 
been  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  before,  and 
had  been  opposed  chiefly  by  the  solicitors.  In  1851  it 
was  carried  unanimously  in  the  House  of  Lords  but  was 
dropt  by  the  change  of  government.  Amongst  the 
facilities  which  he  anticipated  were  these, — that  persons 
could  give  trustees  the  same  power  over  land  that  they 
can  give  with  regard  to  stock ;  that  it  would  increase 
the  transferable  value  of  land  ;  and  that  it  would  greatly  1 


diminish  expense,  which  is  mainly  caused  at  present  by 
searches  to  ascertain  the  validity  of  title. — Lord  St. 
Leon.vrds  opposed  the  bill  at  great  length.  He  re- 
marked that  it  had  been  introduced  into  Parliament 
nine  tim.es  within  twenty-three  years.  The  project  had 
failed,  as  practical  experiments  of  the  same  kind  had 
failed  in, Yorkshire,  in  Middlesex,  in  Ireland,  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  some  foreign  countries,  because  it  was 
found  that  the  process  would  not  [work.  Lord  St. 
Leonards  objected  to  lodging  the  "  deeds  in  public 
buildings,  where  they  would  be  unsafe  :  an  Englishman 
likes  to  have  his  own  sheepskin  in  his  own  box.  There 
was  no  suppression  of  important  deeds — that  offence 
being  very  rare  ;  but  tliere  were  dangers  of  mistakes  on 
the  part  of  registrars,  or  of  purloining  by  porters,  or  of 
forging  by  clerks.  As  to  the  present  expense,  it  was 
very  trifling;  and  he  mentioned  a  case  in  which 
1,068,42U.  19s.  had  been  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
fifteen  estates  containing  26,286  acres ;  the  total  cost 
being  for  the  sale  of  one  of  the  estates  for  80,000/., 
3420/.  8s.  Id.  On  the  transfer  of  small  estates  the 
register  would  entail  additional  expense.  Amongst 
other  objections,  Lord  St.  Leonards  noted  that  there 
was  no  provision  to  extend  the  measure  to  Wales  ;  and 
he  dwelt  much  upon  that  omission. — Lord  C.vmpbell 
defended  the  bill ;  showing  the  baselessness  of  many 
objections  urged  by  Lord  St.  Leonards.  For  example, 
as  to  the  omission  of  Wales — by  the  declaratory  act  of 
George  II.  cap.  42,  all  general  bills  relating  to  England 
are  held  to  include  Wales,  But  Lord  St.  Leonards 
laboured  under  a  horror  of  legislation  on  this  subject, 
which  blinded  his  judgment.  It  appeared  in  his  flicking 
his  pamphlet  "  Shall  we  register  or  not  ?  "  into  his  book 
on  the  "  Law  of  Vendors  and  Purchasers  ;  "  so  that  all 
who  wish  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  "  Law  of  Vendors 
and  Purchasers  "  are  compelled  to  have  the  benefit  of 
the  old  pamphlet  on  Registration,  of  which  his  present 
speech  was  chiefly  a  repetition  !  This  horror  made  him 
forget  that  all  the  while  similar  bills  were  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  they  were  never  opposed  by  Sir  Edward 
Sugden,  and  that  this  very  bill  was  passed  by  their  Lord 
ships  nemine  contradiceute.  The  extreme  case  cited  by 
Lord  St.  Leonards  did  not  fairly  represent  the  expense, 
especially  for  small  purchasers. — After  a  few  words  from 
Lord  Beaumont  and  Lord  Brough.vm,  in  favour  of  the 
bill,  it  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  Friday,  March  4,  Lord  Lyndhurst  inquired 
whether  any  communications  had  passed  between  her 
Majesty's  government  and  the  government  of  Austria,  or 
any  other  foreign  state,  relative  to  the  Proceedings  of 
Refugees  in  this  Country.  He  stated  that  considerable 
excitement  prevailed  abroad  from  a  notion  that  recent 
insurrectionary  movements  on  the  continent  had  origi- 
nated with  the  foreign  refugees  in  this  country,  and  that 
our  laws  were  inefl'ectual,  as  they  at  present  stood,  to 
prevent  conspiracies  being  carried  on  by  those  who  find 
shelter  with  us.  He  begged  to  contradict  that  idea,  and 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  our  law  required  no  alteration 
to  reach  such  offenders  if  evidence  could  be  brought 
against  them. — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  that  com- 
munications had  passed  on  the  subject,  but  no  demands 
had  been  made  by  any  foreign  power.  He  agreed  that 
no  alteration  of  the  law  was  required  to  punish  persons 
who  might  attempt  to  do  anything  in  this  country  calcu- 
lated to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  foreign  states ;  and 
with  a  desire  to  maintain  amicable  relations  with  other 
powers,  her  Majesty's  government  had  come  to  the 
decision  not  to  leave  it  to  foreign  ministers  to  institute  a 
prosecution  in  such  cases,  but  to  take  it  upon  themselves. 
— Lord  BROtiGiiAM  quite  agreed  that  the  law  of  England 
was  sufficient  for  all  such  purposes. — Lord  Truro  dis- 
believed in  any  conspiracies  in  this  countrj',  from  the 
fact,  that  although  the  utmost  vigilance  was  used  in 
endeavouring  to  detect  them,  no  proof  whatever  could 
be  discovered. — The  Lord  Chancellor  concurred  in 
all  that  had  been  said,  and  stated  that  no  new  law  was 
required,  inasmuch  as  by  that  now  in  existence  persons 
endeavouring  to  excite  hostility  among  foreign  powers 
against  this  country,  either  by  meeting  together,  collecting 
monies,  or  issuing  proclamations,  could  be  prosecuted, 
and  punished  if  convicted. 

On  Monday,  March  7,  a  motion  by  Lord  Clancarty, 
for  a  series  of  returns  on  the  subject  of  National  Edu- 
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Cation  in  Ireland,  gave  rise  to  a  long  discussion.  The 
E:irl  said  he  wished  to  show  that  the  operation  of  the 
system  of  national  education  in  Irehmd,  though  it  had 
received  great  support  from  the  countenance  of  govern- 
ment and  the  liberality  of  parliament,  had  failed  in 
efi'ecting  the  objects  for  which  it  was  established. — The 
Earl  of  Abee.deen  admitted  that  the  system  had  not 
succeeded  so  e.xtensively  as  was  expected  by  its  pro- 
moters ;  and  he  attributeil  the  result  to  the  unfortunate 
prevalence  of  sectarian  differences.  He  lamented  to  find 
that  it  had  from  the  first  been  opposed  by  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  clergy ;  but  he  denied  that  it  had  failed 
to  the  extent  imputed  by  the  noble  earl.  It  would  be  a 
great  misfortune  to  Ireland  if  this  noble  System  were 
destroyed  ;  but  he  trusted  that  it  would  yet  be  attended 
with  the  happiest  results. — The  Earl  of  Eglinton  bore 
testimony  to  the  advantages  of  the  system,  and  said  there 
was  no  plan  by  which  the  wishes  of  the  noble  earl  could 
be  satisfied  without  incurring  the  certainty  of  driving 
the  Roman  Catholics  from  the  schools.  The  returns 
were  ordered. 

On  Thursday,  March  10,  Lord  Brougham  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Law  of  Evidence  and  Proce- 
dure Bill.  He  explained  the  principles  of  the  bill ;  after 
pointing  out  with  great  minuteness  the  anomalies  which 
at  present  existed  in  the  law  by  which  the  rules  of 
evidence  and  of  procedure  were  governed,  and  the 
various  steps  taken  by  the  legislature  to  remedy  them ; 
he  described  the  manner  in  which  this  bill  proposed  to 
deal  with  them. — The  Lord  Chancellor  cordially 
approved  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  measure,  but 
intimated  that  he  could  not  give  his  concuxTence  to  the 
whole  of  it. — The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

On  Friday,  March  11,  Lord  Ellenborough  called 
attention  to  the  grievances  produced  by  the  present 
Government  of  India.  He  presented  a  petition  from 
the  British  and  other  christian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta 
and  the  neighbouring  parts,  in  the  lower  province  of 
Bengal,  with  respect  to  the  renewal  of  the  act  for  the 
government  of  the  Indian  territories.  He  took  a  review 
of  the  grievances  set  forth  in  the  document,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  measures  would  be  taken  for  the 
better  government  of  our  Indian  empire. — A  debate 
followed,  in  which  Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Monteagle, 
Lord  Broughton,  Lord  Derby,  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Salisbury  took  part. — Lord  Aberdeen 
thought  there  could  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the 
necessity  of  legislating  upon  the  subject;  but  that  the 
present  system  essentially  should  form  the  foundation  of 
any  future  government  of  India. 

On  Monday,  March  14th,  Lord  Lyndhuest,  in 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Consolidation 
of  the  Statutes,  and  asking  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  governm.ent  to  introduce  a  measure  on  the 
subject,  expressed  it  as  his  opinion  that  so  far  as  he 
could  collect  from  the  statement  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
his  objection  related  almost  entirely  to  the  past- — to 
correct  past  Acts  of  Parliament  and  past  errors,  and  to 
take  no  measures  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  the 
recurrence  of  those  errors  in  future.  If  that  were  the 
course  which  he  intended  to  pursue,  he  (Lord 
Lj'ndhurst)  would  venture  to  say  that  the  measure 
which  he  wanted  to  carry  into  effect  would  not  be 
satisfactory  either  to  the  profession  or  the  public. — 
The  Lord  Chancellor  said  that  the  government 
were  taking  measures,  but  he  did  not  think  there  would 
be  much  result  till  after  Easter.  The  first  work  would 
be  to  ascertain  of  what  the  statutes  actually  consisted  ; 
and  he  believed  that  the  whole  forty-eight  volumes 
might  be  compressed  into  six  or  seven.  When  that 
work  was  done,  the  government  would  consider  how  to 
effect  reform  for  the  future. — After  some  suggestions  by 
Lord  Redesdale,  Lord  St.  Leonards  commented  on 
the  difficulties  which  would  have  to  be  contended  with 
in  altering  the  language  and  forms  of  Acts  of  Parliament. 
— Lord  Brougu.\m  agreed  with  Lord  St.  Leonards  in 
recognising  the  difficulties,  but  he  thought  it  was  not 
impossible  to  surmount  them. 

Lord  Brougham  inquired  whether  it  was  intended 
to  do  anything  to  stop  the  enormous  evil  of  Bribery  at 
Elections. — Lord  Aberdeen  replied  that  the  subject 
was  undergoing  the  anxious  consideration  of  the 
government. 


On  Tuesday,  March  15,  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury 
again  drew  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  numerous 
Fatal  L'ailiva;/  .Accidents  wliich  had  lately  occurred,  and 
remarked  that  since  he  had  alluded  to  the  question  a 
fortnight  ago,  no  less  than  five  seriovts  accidents  had  taken 
place.  He  suggested  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
of  persons  unconnected  with  railways,  but  of  scientific 
attainments,  to  inquire  into  the  following  points  : — The 
maximum  speed  consistent  with  safety  ;  the  interval  to 
be  permitted  between  the  starting  of  trains  ;  and  how 
far  government  might  enforce  the  safe  and  proper 
condition  of  the  lines. — Lord  Stanley  of  Aldhrley 
rei>lied  that  it  undoubtedly  was  the  duty  of  their  lord- 
ships to  attain  the  objects  which  they  had  in  view ;  but 
too  much  interference  on  the  part  of  the  government 
might  perhaps  defeat  it.  The  question  was  not  new, 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  might  be 
advisable  to  give  government  greater  powers  or  not ; 
for,  after  all,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  safety  of 
railway  communication  must  depend  on  the  manner  in 
which  the  regulations,  whether  established  by  govern- 
ment or  by  the  railway  companies,  were  carried  out. 
He,  therefore,  declined  giving  an  opinion,  but  said  that 
government  were  anxiously  considering  the  subject,  and 
would  not  hesitate  to  apply  for  any  increased  powers 
which,  after  full  consideration  of  the  question  and 
examination  of  evidence  taken  by  the  committee,  they 
should  deem  necessary. 

On  Thursday,  March  17,  Lord  Wharncliffe 
inquired  whether  her  Majesty's  government  proposed 
to  take  any  measures  for  the  more  certain  Transmission 
of  the  Mails  to  Australia,  and  for  effectually  enforcing 
the  contract  for  that  purpose  with  the  Australian  Royal 
Mail  Steam  Navigation  Company.— Viscount  Canning 
entered  into  a  detailed  statement  with  regard  to  the 
contract  existing  between  the  government  and  the 
company  referred  to.  The  mails  were  carried  each 
alternate  month  by  different  companies,  and — although 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  become  the  champion 
of  the  company — he  could  assure  their  lordships  there 
were  reliable  means  of  communication  between  this 
country  and  Australia.  With  respect  to  the  enforcing 
of  the  contract,  a  letter  had  been  received  by  the 
Admiralty  from  the  chairman  of  the  company,  setting 
forth  the  "difficulties  under  which  the  company  conceived 
that  they  had  laboured,  and  praying  for  a  favourable 
consideration.  That  letter  had  been  referred  to  the 
committee^on  the  mail  packet  service,  whose  report  had 
been  sent  in  the  day  previous.  But  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  state  that  any  distinct  action  had  been  taken 
upon  that  opinion. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  inquired  what  course  the  govern- 
ment would  pursue  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  system 
of  Bribery  atcd  Corrtqition  at  Elections. — The  Duke  of 
Newcastle  replied  that  he  believed  the  proper  course 
would  be  for  their  lordships  to  ask  the  House  of 
Commons  to  favour  them  with  any  evidence  taken 
before  any  election  committee,  and  after  a  sufficient 
time  had  been  given  for  considering  the  evidence,  it 
would  be  proposed  that  that  house  should  agree  with  the 
House  of  Commons  in  an  address  to  the  crown  for  the 
disfranchisement  of  any  boroughs  proved  guilty. 

On  Friday,  March  18,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  Ihcellings  of 
the  Labouring  Classes,  and  moved  for  a  bill  to  restrain 
companies,  commissioners,  &c.,  from  occasioning  any 
pecuniary  loss  to  the  labouring  classes,  or  any  Over- 
crowding of  other  dwellings,  by  the  removal  of  houses 
under  the  pretext  of  alteration  or  improvernent.  He 
supported  his  motion  by  adducing  instances  in  which, 
although  a  particular  locality  had  been  to  all  appearance 
improved,  physical  suffering  and  moral  evil  had  accrued 
from  the  change,  and  instanced  among  other  cases  that 
of  the  opening  of  New  Oxford-Street,  in  which  neigh- 
bourhood it  had  been  proved  by  the  Statistical  Society 
in  1848  that  the  average  number  of  residents  in  each 
house  had  increased  from  twenty-seven  to  forty.  He 
besought  their  lordships  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
community,  as  well  as  the  labouring  classes  themselves, 
to  remove  an  evil  which  had  become  intolerable.— The 
Bishop  of  London  expressed  a  warm  sympathy  with 
the  object  of  the  motion,  and  remarked  that  in  many  of 
our  metropolitan  embellishments  we  had  beautified  our 
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city  at  the  expense  of  brwtifying  our  people. — After  a 
few  words  from  Lord  Redesdale,  the  Earl  of  Derby 
expressed  his  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  the  motion, 
but  considered  that  it  was  couched  in  terms  too  stringent. 
— The  Earl  of  Aberdeek  lauded  the  benevolence  of 
the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  but  suggested  that  as  their 
lordships  were  not  in  a  condition  to  pass  so  comprehensive 
a  standing  order,  the  noble  earl  should  withdraw  his 
motion. — After  a  few  words  from  the  Earls  of  Harrowby, 
Carlisle,  and  Wicklow,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  motion,  and  stated  that  he  would 
move  for  a  committee. 

Lord  MoNTEAGLE  presented  a  petition  from  the 
diocese  of  Sydney  in  New  South  Wales,  complaining  of 
the  Unsatisfactory  Position  of  the  Church  in  the 
Colonics  ;  deprecating  the  expression  of  doubts  as  to  the 
supremacy  of  the  Queen  ;  and  claiming  a  share  for  the 
laity  in  church-government. —  Some  conversation  ensued; 
in  which  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  announced 
his  intention  of  shortly  submitting  to  the  House  a 
motion  on  the  state  of  the  Colonial  Church. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  the  4th  of  April. 

In  the  HorsE  of  Commox.s,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  24, 
Sir  John  Pakington  called  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  Condition  of  the  Australian  Colonies.  He  moved 
for  copies  of  despatches  written  by  himself  when  he  was 
Colonial  Secretary,  to  the  government  of  New  South 
Wales,  Victoria,  South  Australia,  Van  Diemen's  Land; 
and  he  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  to  the  policy 
■which  he  would  advise  for  the  Imperial  Government. 
In  the  speech  which  prefaced  this  motion,  he  traced  the 
rise  of  the  Australian  colonies  in  wealth,  population,  and 
importance,  especially  after  the  ceasing  of  transportation, 
and  subsequently  after  the  gold  discoveries.  Notwith- 
standing the  sudden  change  following  the  discovery  of 
the  gold-fields,  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  has  been 
most  creditable.  He  also  traced  the  claims  advanced  by 
the  colonists  of  New  South  Wales  for  local  legislation 
and  control  of  their  own  movements.  Lord  Grey  had 
admitted  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  transfer  to  a 
colony  the  control  of  its  own  waste  lands,  but  he  thought 
the  time  had  not  yet  come :  in  this  Sir  John  Pakington 
differed  with  him,  especially  since  the  present  state  of 
the  colony,  and  the  rapid  increase  of  its  population  and 
wealth,  render  an  allotment  of  the  land-fund  for 
emigration  no  longer  necessary.  On  these  grounds,  he 
supported  the  claim  of  the  colonists  to  an  improved 
constitution,  and  especially  to  a  second  chamber ;  a 
proposition  unsuccessfully  advanced  by  Mr.  Walpole, 
and  subsequently  by  Sir  William  Molesworth,  who  hud 
been  defeated  by  Lord  John  Kussell's  government. 
Sir  William  had  taken  great  interest  in  colonial  matters  ; 
it  surprised  Sir  John  to  see  him  intrusted  with  the  care 
of  parks  and  gardens :  he  regretted  also  to  find  that  Sir 
William  was  not  present  on  this  occasion.  He  now 
understood  that  a  despatch,  not  differing  from  that 
which  the  late  government  sent  out,  was  on  its  way 
to  authorise  the  amended  constitution.  The  present 
government  had  also  announced,  through  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  the  intention  to  adhere  to  the  decision  of 
their  predecessors  in  favour  of  the  cessation  of  trans- 
portation to  all  the  Australian  colonies :  on  the  merits 
of  which  measure  Sir  John  enlarged.  He  still,  however, 
recommended  the  sending  of  convicts  to  Western  Aus- 
tralia ;  and  even  commended  to  the  government  a 
passage  from  a  speech  delivered  by  Lord  John  Russell 
in  1850,  declaring  that  Englishmen  wherever  they  go 
should  enjoy  English  freedom  and  have  English  institu- 
tions.— Mr.  Frederick  Peel  in  great  part  echoed  Sir 
John  Pakington's  speech :  the  only  fault  he  could  find 
with  it  was,  that  it  was  not  needed  as  a  vindication  of 
Sir  John's  own  policy,  wliich  nobody  had  impugned. 
Because  they  had  reverted  to  the  policy  of  the  govern-- 
mi-nt  before  Sir  John's  with  respect  to  the  Clergy 
Reserves  in  Canada,  ministers  did  not  intend  to  disturb 
the  changes  that  had  recently  taken  place  in  Australia; 
and  Mr.  Peel  went  on  to  explain  that  many  things  have 
been  conceded  to  the  management  of  the  colonists.  The 
control  of  the  customs  has  been  transferred  to  them, 
government  is  quite  prepared  to  accept  the  civil  list 
voted  by  the  colonial  legislature,  in  lieu  of  that  voted 


by  parliament ;  the'  legislative  council  of  New  South 
Wales  in  fact  proposing  88,000/.  instead  of  the  73,000/. 
appropriated  by  parliament.  Sums  had  been  reserved 
for  carrying  on  the  public  business,  in  case  supplies 
should  be  refused — 20,000/.,  for  example,  in  the  colony 
of  Victoria — a  mere  trifle  as  compared  with  the  estimated 
revenue  for  next  year,  1,7<50,000/.  Although  upholding 
the  principle  of  the  Land-Sales  Act,  Mr.  Peel  was  not 
unprepared  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  last 
government  in  respect  to  land-sales;  economical  reasons 
giving  way  to  political  reasons.  The  explanation  on  the 
subject  of  transportation  did  not  differ  from  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle's  statement  on  the  same  subject. — Mr. 
Adderley  recognised  in  both  speeches  just  delivered 
the  principles  of  colonial  government  which  had  been 
urged  upon  them  by  gentlemen  combined  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  he  generally  approved  of  what  had  taken 
place.  Only  two  or  three  things  remained  to  give  the 
Australian  constitution  a  perfectly  British  form, — such 
as  the  abandonment  of  the  royal  veto  on  local  legis- 
lation, and  the  system  of  reference  to  the  Colonial  Office 
in  this  country.  It  would  be  impossible  to  continue 
transportation  to  Western  Australia ;  and  govei-nment 
must  forthwith  deal  with  the  whole  question  of  second- 
ary 'punishments,  especially  the  treatment  of  juvenile 
offenders. — Lord  John  Russell  corrected  some  eiTors 
in  Sir  John  Pakington's  speech;  and  replied  to  Mr. 
Adderley's  last  suggestion,  that  government  only  desire 
time  to  consider  the  important  subject  of  secondary 
punishments.  "  No  unnecessary  delay  will  occur;  and 
as  soon  as  we  decide  on  the  substitute  that  is  most 
efficient  for  the  purpose,  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  laying 
a  measure  before  parliament." — After  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Hume,  expressive  of  satisfaction,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Lord  John  Russell  moved  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Civil 
Disabilities  of  the  Jetvs.  He  set  out  by  expressing  his 
hope  that  Sir  Robert  Inglis  would  not  object  to  going 
into  committee  at  once ;  but  Sir  Robert  replied  that  he 
had  the  strongest  objection,  as  that  would  be  permitting 
the  first  step.  Lord  John  observing  that  the  course 
which  was  allowed  to  be  taken  more  than  twenty  years 
ago  by  Mr.  Robert  Grant  was  now  objected  to,  went  on 
to  state  the  nature  of  the  proposition  he  had  to  make, 
before  the  house  went  into  committee.  It  would  hav© 
been  agreeable  to  him  to  propose  a  simple  oath  to  be 
taken  alike  by  all ;  but  that  would  have  raised  questions 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  So  that 
he  only  proposed  so  far  |to  complete  the  edifice  of 
religious  liberty  as  to  admit  the  Jews  to  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  Dissentei's  and  Roman  Catholics.  In 
making' this  proposal,  he  laboured  under  a  disadvantage; 
for  the  Jews  are  not  numerous,  they  hold  no  threatening 
meetings,  they  wield  no  electoral  influence.  He  had 
nothing  to  rest  upon  but  the  truth,  the  justice,  and 
charity  of  his  proposals :  and  was  it  to  be  imagined 
that  those  who  had  resisted  such  arguments  so  many 
times  would  yield  now?  But  those  who  felt  the 
force  of  justice  would  impartially  concede  these  claims 
when  no  extrinsic  means  were  xised  to  press  upon 
them.  It  would  not  redound  to  the  character  of 
the  house,  if,  when  all  reason  and  argument  are  in 
their  favour,  a  prejudice  should  be  indulged  in. 
Lord  John  proceeded  to  argue,  that  legislative  disabili- 
ties had  never  been  grounded  on  a  difference  of  religious 
faith.  He  showed  that  the  words  "  on  the  true  faith  of 
a  Christian "  had  been  introduced  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.  immediately  after  the  Gunpowder  Plot,  for 
the  purpose  of  excluding  Roman  Catholics  not  true  to 
the  crown.  Baron  Alderson,  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  Salomons, 
held  the  same  view,  and  inferred  that  the  oath  could  not 
properly  be  called  a  test  of  Christianity.  Lord  John 
argued  that  the  Catholics  were  excluded  because  of  the 
dangers  to  political  freedom  apprehended  from  their 
political  doctrines — doctrines  supposed  to  be  connected 
with  their  faith.  From  the  beginning  of  this  disqualifi- 
cation, in  160.5,  down  to  its  abolition,  in  1S29,  tlie  argu- 
ment had  always  been,  that  persons  belonging  to  a 
certain  religion,  whether  dissenting  from  the  Church  of 
England  as  Protestants  or  dissenting  from  the  Church 
of  England  as  Roman  Catholics,  have  connected  with 
that  faith  certain  political  doctrines,  which  make  them 
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unsafe  depositaries  of  power.  Having  laid  down  this 
proposition,  Lord  John  insisted  that  the  special  ground 
of  religious  faith  was  first  inti'oduced  in  1830.  And  he 
contended  that  differences  of  religious  opinion,  that 
errors  in  faith,  are  no  ground  whatever  for  depriving  a 
man  of  liis  right  to  serve  the  crown  and  to  sit  in  parlia- 
ment. Following  this  up,  he  disposed  of  the  stock 
argument?  advanced  by  the  opponents  of  the  bill, — as 
that  the  Jews  are  aliens  ;  that  they  are  a  separate 
people ;  that  their  moral  character  is  not  good ;  that 
their  admission  to  parliament  will  unchristianise  the 
nation  ;  and  that  they  are  so  few  in  number  that  exclu- 
sion does  not  amount  to  injustice.  "  I  ask  you,"  he 
concluded,  "  to  take  away  this  last  disqualification,  and 
then  you  may  with  truth  say,  tliat  having,  for  political 
reasons,  done  awa)'  with  it  in  regard  to  others,  you  have 
now  done  away  with  this  remaining  disqualification 
solely  upon  the  grounds  of  truth  and  justice;  that  you 
have  no  other  ground  to  do  it  away  upon  but  truth  and 
justice;  and  that  it  is  upon  that  truth  and  that  justice 
that  you  found  your  truly  Christian  character." — Sir 
Robert  Inglis  opposed  the  motion  forgoing  into  com- 
mittee. He  would  never  take  off'  his  hat  and  open  the 
gate  to  let  Lord  John  into  the  sacred  enclosure.  Let 
him  break  down  the  barrier  if  he  could.  Sir  Robert 
maintained  that  power  is  a  trust  and  not  a  right;  that 
if  the  Jews  were  admitted  to  parliament,  they  would  be 
unfit  to  legislate,  on  Church  matters  for  instance,  because 
they  regard  our  blessed  Lord  as  an  impostor.  He 
revived  the  argument  that  the  admission  of  the  Jews 
would  annul  the  Christian  character  of  the  house. 
Replying  to  Lord  John  Russell's  statements  respecting 
the  purpose  for  which  the  restrictive  words  of  the  oath 
were  introduced,  he  said,  that  whether  the  words  existed 
in  the  oath  or  not,  no  Jew  could  take  his  scat  in  that 
house  except  by  virtue  of  an  oath  sworn  on  the  Neic 
Testament.  The  hypocritical  respect  which  Gibbon 
and  Wilkes  paid  to  Christianity,  bad  as  it  was,  was 
better  than  the  avowed  blasphemy  of  the  Jew.  If  the 
admission  of  Jews  were  conceded,  Mahomedans  might 
come  in. — Sir  Robert  Peel  supported  the  views  of 
Sir  R.  Inglis.  His  main  argument  was,  that  the  admis- 
sion of  the^  Jews  had  nothing  to  do  with  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  The  Jews  are  better  treated  here  (he 
affirmed)  than  in  any  other  country  ;  neither  arc  they 
dissatisfied  at  being  excluded  from  seats  in  Parliament. 
He  denied  the  justice  of  the  praise  bestowed  on  the 
Jews  :  why,  they  are  the  chief  instigators  to  crime,  and 
the  receivers  of  stolen  goods.  The  house  was  now 
considering  a  personal  afl'air  of  the  noble  Member  for 
London.  He  represented  the  City  of  London  with  a 
Jew  —  a  very  wealthy  man  —  but  everybody  knew 
how  his  wealth  had  been  amassed.  He  helped  to 
gag  Liberal  opinions  by  lending  money  to  the 
Despotic  Powers.  Sir  Robert  trusted  the  other 
house  would  reject  the  bill.  —  Lord  Monck,  Mr. 
W.  D.  Seymour,  and  Mr.  O'Connell,  supported 
the  motion;  Mr.  Napier,  Mr.  Wigram,  and  Colonel 
Sibthorp,  opposed  it. — Lord  Drumlanrig,  announced 
that  he  was  about  to  reverse  the  vote  he  had  formerly 
given  against  the  Jew  Bill,  and  to  vote  for  going  into 
committee.  The  house  divided — For  the  motion,  234  ; 
against  it,  205;  majority  forgoing  into  committee,  29. 
The  house  then  went  into  committee  ;  and  Mr. 
Wilson  Patten,  from  the  chair,  read  the  following 
resolution: — -"That  it  is  expedient  to  remove  all  the 
civil  disabilities  at  present  existing  aflfecting  her 
Majesty's  subjects  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  in  like 
manner  and  with  the  like  exceptions  as  are  provided 
with  reference  to  her  Majesty's  subjects  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion." — When  tliis  resolution  was 
put,  the  cries  of  "  Aye  "  and  "  No  "  were  nearly  equal; 
and  strangers  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  as  if  for  another 
division. — But  Mr.  Walpole  explained  to  the  new 
members,  that  it  was  not  usual  or  necessary  to  divide 
again  on  the  formal  motion  after  such  a  decision  as 
that  just  taken:  accordingly,  without  further  contest, 
the  resolution  was  carried,  reported,  and  a  bill  was 
ordei'ed  to  be  brought  in  by  Lord  John  Russell, 
Viscount  Palmerston,  and  Mr.  Wilson  Patten. 

On  Monday,  Feb.  28,  three  Election  Committees  re- 
ported that  the  following  members  were  unseated : — 
Mr.  Mathew  Wilson,  member  for  Clithero,  Sir  Robert 


Pigot,  member  for  Bridgnorth,  and  the  Hon.  Robert 
Edward  Boyle,  member  for  Frome  ;  the  first  two  on  the 
ground  that  bribery  had  been  practised  at  their  elections, 
and  the  last  as  the  holder  of  an  office  of  profit  under  the 
crown. 

Ou  the  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Duxcombe,  a  select 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  WithdraicaloftheNoncich  Election 
Petition. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
Mr.  Hu.ME  called  attention  to  alleged  Abuses  in  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Armtj  Allowances.  He  said,  that  in 
1837  a  comniittte  was  appointed  to  consider  the  various 
naval  and  military  sinecures,  and  the  general  pay  to 
colonels  of  regiments,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  outcries  then  being  raised  against  colonels 
of  regiments  being  tailors,  and  curtailing  the  vestments 
of  the  soldiers  for  their  own  profit.  That  committee 
consisted  of  a  great  portion  of  the  members  of  the  pre- 
sent government,  and  they  recommended  that  allq^- 
ances  to  colonels  of  regiments  of  the  line  should  not  be 
less  than  1000^.  But  they  made  a  distinction.  They 
agreed  that  the  regiment  held  by  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton should,  in  consideration  of  the  great  and  glorious 
services  ;rendered  by  his  grace,  be  exempt  from  the 
alteration  proposed  by  them,  and  that  no  change  should 
be  made  in  the  emoluments  attaching  to  the  colonelcy 
of  the  Grenadier  Guards  so  long  as  the  duke  should  hold 
the  command.  Agreeably  to  that  recommendation,  an 
exception  was  made  in  the  case  of  that  regiment  and  of 
the  Coldstream  Guards,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
colonelcies  of  those  regiments  should  be  retained  as  the 
reward  of  long  and  distinguished  services.  He  com- 
plained, however,  that  the  late  government  had  not  at- 
tended to  the  recommendation  of  that  committee  on  the 
demise  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  but  had  conlerred 
the  command  of  those  two  regiments  upon  Prince 
Albert  and  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  respectively,  with- 
out any  reduction  of  the  allowances.  Now,  although 
he  was  willing  to  give  all  possible  credit  to  Prince 
Albert,  and  to  acknowledge  that  he  filled  the  position 
he  now  held  with  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the 
country,  he  thought  the  appointment  of  his  royal  high- 
ness and  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  was  an  interference 
with  the  recommendations  of  the  committee,  and  that 
lie  was  warranted,  therefore,  in  calling  attention  to  the 
circumstance.  Mr.  Hume  wished  also  to  know  whether 
the  government  intended  to  take  any  steps  towards  the 
union  of  the  administration  of  the  army  and  the  ord- 
nance under  one  department — that  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  being,  as  he  considered,  most  obviously  appro- 
priate.— Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  said  that  the  subject 
was  involved  in  great  impracticabilities,  and  he  could 
not  say  that  the  government  intended  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  on  the  subject. — 
Mr.  Ellice  said,  that  when  he  was  offered  the  post  of 
Secretary  at  War,  he  declined  to  accept  it  unless  a  com- 
mittee were  granted  which  should  make  minute  inquiries 
into  the  emoluments  of  the  army.  Before  that  time  the 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Hume),  Sir  H.  Parnell,  and  other 
members  kept  the  house  in  discussion  for  five  weeks 
together  upon  the  army  estimates.  Tlie  committee  was 
appointed,  and  in  consequence  of  the  inquiries  then 
made  and  the  reforms  set  on  foot,  his  (Mr.  EUice's)  suc- 
cessors were  now  able  to  pass  the  army  estimates  in  a 
single  night.  He  had  asked  the  committee  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  emoluments  as 
colonel  of  the  Grenadier  Guards,  and  the  committee 
consented.  The  emoluments  of  the  late  duke  were  be- 
tween 4000^.  and  4500/.  a-year.  and  he  enjoyed  them 
during  his  life.  He  (Mr.  Ellice)  proposed  to  fix  the 
allowances  in  future  at  3000/.  for  the  Grenadier  Guards, 
and  2000Z.  for  the  other  two  regiments  of  Foot  Guards 
upon  the  understanding  that  these  two  regiments  were 
to  be  regarded  as  the  highest  rewards  for  distinguished 
military  services.  Upon  this  <;ronud  the  committee 
adopted  his  recommendation.  With  respect  to  the  dis- 
posal of  these  regiments  he  had  nothing  to  say  ;  he  had  not 
the  appointment  to  these  regiments,  liut  he  must  express 
his  great  regret  at  the  statement  he  liad  just  heard. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Ordnance 
Estimates,  and  a  number  of  sums  were  voted  with  littlo 
comment. 
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On  Tuesday,  March  1,  Mr.  S.  Herbert  explained 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  Appointment  of 
Prince  Albert  and  the  Duke  of  Cantbridge  to  Colonelcies 
of  the  Guards.  Mr.  Hume,  ]ie  observed,  had  been  mis- 
understood on  the  preceding  evening ;  he  had  not  as- 
serted that  Prince  Albert  received  the  same  emoluments 
as  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington,  but  he  had  com- 
plained that  the  colonelcy  of  the  Grenadier  Guards  had 
been  given  to  his  royal  highness,  although  the  com- 
mittee of  1833  had  recommended  that  the  colonelcies  of 
the  three  regiments  should  be  reserved  for  veteran 
oiRcers  as  rewards  for  long  services.  So  far  as  regarded 
emoluments,  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  had 
been  strictly  carried  out  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  other 
point,  Mr.  Hume  had  misapprehended  the  report  of  the 
committee,  which  made  no  mention  of  the  manner  in 
■which  the  commands  should  be  disposed  of;  and,  if 
there  had  been  an  understanding  upon  the  matter,  the 
intention  of  the  committee  wnuld  have  been  carried  into 
effect  ten  years  ago,  when  Prince  Albert  was  appointed 
t(*the  Fusilier  Guards,  upon  which  occasion  no  objec- 
tion was  raised. — Mr.  Hume  renewed  his  statement 
of  the  understanding  upon  which  alone  the  high  emolu- 
ments of  the  colonelcies  of  the  guards  had  been  main- 
tained, but  declared  that  he  did  not  moan  to  throw  any 
reflection  upon  Prince  Albert  or  the  Duke  of  Cambridge. 

Loi-d  PALMER.STO>f,  in  answer  to  questions  from  Lord 
D.  Stuart,  stated  the  views  of  the  government  as  to  the 
Treatment  of  Foreign  Refugees.  After  saying  that  no 
application  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  a  foreign  power 
for  the  expulsion  of  any  refugees  now  in  this  country, 
his  lordship  continued :  "  In  reply  to  the  other  question, 
■what  course  will  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  such  an 
application  being  made,  I  can  only  repeat  that  which 
has  been  stated,  I  think,  on  former  occasions  in  this 
house,  that  any  such  application  will  be  met  by  a  firm 
and  decided  refusal.  It  is,  indeed,  obvious  that  it  must 
be  so,  because  no  such  measure  can  be  taken  by  the 
government  of  this  country  without  fresh  powers  by  act 
of  parliament ;  and  I  apprehend  that  no  government — 
the  present  government,  I  have  said,  will  not  do  so — can 
apply  to  this  house  for  such  a  power  with  any  chance  of 
success,  inasmuch  as  no  alien  bill,  cither  in  forx-ner  periods 
or  in  the  course  of  the  present  century,  has  been  passed, 
giving  power  to  the  government  of  this  country  to  expel 
foreigners,  except  on  considerations  affecting  the  internal 
safety  of  this  country.  The  British  government  has 
never  had  occasion  to  provide  for  the  internal  security  of 
other  countries.  But  I  cannot  confine  my  answer  to  my 
noble  friend's  question  to  that  statement.  I  must  ask  to 
be  allowed  to  add  that  while,  on  the  one  hand,  the  spirit 
of  the  British  laws  and  the  British  political  constitution 
give  to  foreigners  of  all  political  opinions  and  of  all  cate- 
gories a  secure  and  peaceful  shelter  within  this  country, 
I  think  that  those  foreigners  who  avail  themselves  of  the 
hospitality  of  England  are  bound  by  every  principle  of 
honour,  as  well  as  by  a  regard,  not  only  to  international 
law,  but  to  the  law  of  this  land,  to  abstain  from  entering 
into  any  intrigues,  or  pursuing  any  courses  intended  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  umbrage  to  foreign  governments, 
or  disturbing  the  internal  tranquillity  of  any  foreign 
country."  This  declaration  was  received  with  cheers 
from  all  parts  of  the  house. 

Mr.  W .  Williams  called  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  injustice  oi Exeinpting  Heal  P roperly from  Probate 
and  Legacy  Duties,  and  moved  a  resolution  that  such 
property  should  be  made  to  pay  the  same  probate  and 
legacy  duties  as  are  payable  on  personal  property.  He 
urged  the  partiality  and  injustice'of  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  law  upon  this  subject;  the  means  which  it 
afforded  to  persons  possessing  landed  estates  for  evading 
the  probate  duty;  and  tliat  this  duty  fell  with  undue 
weight  upon  the  poorest  classes. — The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said,  that  much  inconvenience  arose 
from  partial  discussions  of  this  kind.  The  effect  of  this 
resolution  would  only  be  to  call  upon  the  house  to  depart 
from  the  business  of  legislation,  and  content  itself  with 
expressing  an  abstract  opinion.  He  did  not  deny  that 
the  law  required  to  be  altered  ;  that  the  scale,  which  was 
most  unsatisfactory,  should  be  reconstructed ;  but  the 
question  what  land  ought  to  be  subjected  to  the  legacy 
and  probate  duties  should  be  deferred  until  the  house 
had   adopted  some   fixed  views   regarding  our   general 


taxation,  and  particularly  as  to  the  income  tax,  -which 
must  be  the  pivot  upon  which  the  whole  would  turn. 
The  land,  he  acknowledged,  had  no  claim  to  special 
favour  ;  but  the  whole  question  should  undergo  the  most 
careful  consideration,  without  favour  towards  any  one 
class,  but  with  a  desire  to  do  justice  to  all.  — Mr.  Hume 
supported  the  motion.  He  enhirged  upon  the  inequality 
of  these  duties,  and  thought  the  house  ought  to  declare 
that  it  was  time  that  j  ustice  should  be  done.  After  some 
observations  by  Mr.  Henley,  Mr.  Bright,  and  Mr.  Wil- 
kinson, the  motion  was  negatived  by  124  to  71. 

Mr.  Collier  moved  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
whether  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  might  not  be  Abolished, 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  transferred 
to  local  tribunals.     He  did  not,  he  said,  give  notice  of 
this  motion  \intil  the  intentions  of  the  government  with 
reference  to  law  reforms  had  been  announced,  and,  if 
those  intentions  had  been  satisfactory,  he  should  not 
have  moved  the  house  upon  the  subject ;    but  they  pro- 
posed to  wait  until  the  commission  had  made  a  report. 
The  commission  had,  however,  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  only  a  portion  of  the  jurisdiction  (the  testamentary) 
of  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  which  had  been  inquired  into 
and  condemned.  But  the  most  important  point  was,  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  rest  of  the  jurisdiction  ?    and  it 
seemed  to  him  far  better  to  settle  the  whole  question  at 
once.     Notwithstanding  that,  of  all  abuses  existing  in  the 
country  none  were  comparable  to  the  abuses  of  these 
courts ;    and,  although  condemned  by  commissions  and 
by  the  country,  they  had  sriccessfully  resisted  the  reforms 
which   had   penetrated    into   other    courts.      He   then 
explained  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
these  courts  in  respect  to  wills  and  administrations,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  at  present  exercised.     He 
dwelt  upon  the  insecure  custody  of  wills  in  the  Preroga- 
tive Office,  notwithstanding  the  enormous  sums  received 
by  the  registrar ;  and  upon  the  defects  of  the  ecclesiastical 
testamentary  jurisdiction,  part  of  which  might  be  con- 
veniently given,  he  thouglit,  to  the  county  courts,  and 
the  remainder,  Ijeyond  a  certain  amount,  transferred  to 
the  courts  of  common  law.     With  respect  to  the  jui'is- 
diction  of  the  spiritual  courts  in  matrimonial  suits,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  that  also  should  not  be  transferred  to 
other  tribunals.     Church  rates,  he  expected,  would  soon 
be  abolished.     As  to  vested  interests,  it  was  impossible, 
he  said,  to  recognise  the  claims  of  the  practitioners  to 
compensation  ;  but  the  advocates  and  proctors  might  be 
admitted  to  practise  in  courts  of  common  law.     Of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  which  had  powers  not  possessed  by 
other  courts,  he  did  not  make  the  same  complaint,  but 
he  considered  that  a  local  administration  of  its  juvi.^;- 
diction  would  be  beneficial.  For  the  ecclesiastical  cotuts 
the  only  remedy  was  the  knife. — Mr.  Hume  concurred 
in  all  that  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Collier,  and  hoped  the 
motion  would  receive  the  assent  of  the  government. — The 
Solicitor-General  recognised  in  Mr.  Collier's  vivid 
description  nothing  but  acknowledged  truth,  but  it  still 
remained   to  ascertain  the   mode  in  which  a   remedy 
was  to  be  applied  that  would  be  effectual  and  extend 
to  the  anomalies  and  evils  of  all   antagonistical  juris- 
dictions.    Reminding  the  house  of  the  assurance  given 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  his  intention  was  directed 
to  providing  a  remedy  for  these  evils,  he  recommended 
that  Mr.  Collier  should  wait  for  a  season,  and  if  some 
measure   were    not    brought   forward    by   the    govern- 
ment for   an  effectual  reform  of  these  courts,   that  he 
should    himself    introduce   a  bill   upon   the   subject. — 
Dr.  R.  Phillimore  said,  the  charge  against  the  ecclesi- 
astical courts,   that  they   had   resisted  all   attempts   at 
reform,  was  entirely  unfounded.      A  large  measure  of 
reform  had  been  drawn  by  advocates  in  these  courts,  by 
which  all  sinecuree  and  340  courts  were  abolished,  vied 
voce  evidence  was  introduced,  and  great  alterations  were 
made  in  the  conduct  of  suits  rendering  justice  cheap, 
speedy,  and  effectual.     On  the  part  of  the  practitioners 
in   these  courts,   he  earnestly  desired   an  effectual  and 
even  sweeping  reform  ;    but  they  asked  that  both  sides 
should  be  heard  before  a  decision  was  come   to. — The 
Attorney-General    urged  Mr.  Collier  to  press  the 
motion  to  a  division.     All  agreed  that  the  abuses  of  the 
ecclesiastical  courts  were  intolerable   and  could  be   no 
longer   endured,  and  the  only  question  was  as  to  the 
remedy,    which    was   not   free   from   very   considerable 
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difficulty.  He  agreed  that  the  knife  must  be  applied, 
but  this  must  be  done  with  discretion.  The  machinery 
of  the  courts  of  Chancery  and  common  law  would  not  at 
present  be  adequate  to  deal  with  the  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction,  and  all  that  was  asked  was  a  short  delay. — 
Lord  PALMEBSTO>f  trustcd  that  what  had  been  said  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  another  place,  and  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-General  that  night,  would  convince  the 
house  and  the  country]  that  the  government  meant 
completely  to  clean  out.  the  Augean  stable,  and  they 
would  not  leave  the  legal  arrangements  of  Ireland 
uureformed. — After  some  further  discussion  Mr.  CoUier 
witlidrew  his  motion. 

On  "Wednesday,  March  2,  the  adjourned  debate  on 
the  Maynooth  Grant  was  resumed  on  Mr.  Scholefield's 
amendment  —  "That  this  house  do  resolve  itself  into 
committee  to  consider  all  enactments  now  in  force 
whereby  the  revenue  of  the  State  is  charged  in  aid  of 
any  ecclesiastical  or  religious  purposes  whatsoever,  with 
a  view  to  the  repeal  of  such  enactments."  After  a  long 
desultory  discussion,  in  which  many  members  joined, 
the  house  divided  and  the  above  amendment  was 
negatived  by  262  to  68. 

On  Thursday,  March  3,  Lord  John  Russell  made 
the  important  announcement  that  A  Bill  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  is  to  be  brought  into  Parliament  during 
the  present  Session. 

Lord  D.  Stuart  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
Affairs  of  Turkey,  as  Affected  by  the  Contest  in  Monte- 
negro. In  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  he  sketches 
the  condition  of  the  latter  country  as  affected  by  existing 
treaties,  and,  in  describing  its  ecclesiastical  sovereign,  ad- 
verted to  the  ignorance  of  Lord  Malmesbury,  who  had,  in 
the  House  of  Lords,*spoken  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  as 
the  head  of  the  Greek  Church.  He  incidentally  men- 
tioned that  Omer  Pacha  was  not,  as  had  been  asserted,  a 
renegade,  but  had  been  educated  in  the„Mahommedan 
creed.  Pointing  out  the  designs  of  Austria  upon  Turkey, 
against  which  latter  power  he  said  that  the  former 
nourished  vengeance  on  the  score  of  Hungary  and  its 
refugees,  he  demanded  to  know  in  what  light  govern- 
ment viewed  the  subject.  He  concluded  by  moving  for 
copies  of  despatches. — Lord  J.  Russell  hoped  that  Lord 
D.  Stuart  was  not  pressed  for  the  despatches.  He 
concurred  in  the  opinion  that  this  country  ought  to 
maintain  the  independence  of  Turkey,  and  said  that  such 
a  contingency  as  her  dismemberment  would  produce  a 
general  war  in  Europe.  International  law,  good  faith, 
and  policy  dictated  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of 
Turkey.  After  entering  into  the  history  of  the 
Montenegrin  war,  he  said  that,  in  answer  to  the  repre- 
sentations made  to  the  Austrian  government,  assurances 
had  been  given  that  the  latter  held  the  same  views  as  our 
own  government  on  the  subject,  and  though  he  could 
not  state  the  precise  terms  of  the  arrangement  that  had 
been  made,  the  intervention  of  France  and  England 
had  been  successful,  and  he  trusted  that  the  difi'ereuces 
were  now  over.  The  course  adopted  by  England  had 
been  to  give  Turkej'  such  advice  as  would  maintain  her 
honour  and  maintain  her  independence. — Lord  D.  Stuart 
withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Hume  moved  a  resolution  that  the  house  should 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  Repealing  a 
Number  of  the  Import  Duties.  It  appeared,  he  said,  by 
returns  that  no  less  than  233  articles  were  charged  with 
import  duty  from  one  to  fifty  per  cent.  ;  and  this,  while 
all  kinds  of  agricultural  produce  were  admitted  free,  was 
unjust  to  the  country  and  the  agricultural  interest. — 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected  to  the 
motion  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  only  a  technical 
arrangement  but  a  sound  constitutional  duty,  for  the 
house  not  to  part  with  the  standing  revenue  until  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  had  been  determined.  He 
was  afraid  that  Mr.  Hume  would  find,  when  he  came 
to  put  the  public  estimates  of  the  year  together,  that 
the  Exchequer  could  not  bear  this  loss,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  house  would  not  adopt  the  practice  of  living 
upon  trust  and  credit  with  the  people — Mr.  Hume 
eventually  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  Friday,  March  4,  on  the  motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Canada  Clergy  Reserve  Bill,  Sir  J. 
Pakington  moved  its  second  reading  that  day  six 
months.     He  entered  into  long  details  in  order  to  show 


how  the  guarantee,  originating  in  1774,  fourteen  years 
after  the  cession  of  the  colonj'  to  Great  Britain,  in  an 
act  guaranteeing  to  the  Roman  Catholics  their  own 
rights,  had  been  handed  down  to  tlie  present  time : 
how  the  Reserves  were  guaranteed  to  the  "  Protestant 
clergy,"  judicially  construed  to  mean  clergy  of  the  Esta- 
lished  Churches  of  England  and  Scotland ;  and  how, 
by  violating  the  settlement  of  1840,  the  government 
would  outrage  and  alienate  the  feelings  of  those  Cana- 
dians who  are  especially  attached  to  the  British  con- 
nexion— possibly  provoking  them,  as  the  bill  to  indemnify 
the  rebels  did,  to  think  of  "  annexation." — Sir  William 
MoLESWORTH  gave  a  historical  exposition  of  the  whole 
subject.  He  began  by  showing  how,  in  1774,  the 
Roman  Catholic  tithes  and  endowments  were  finally 
separated  from  the  Protestant  interests;  a  Protestant 
purchaser  even  of  Catholic  land  ceasing  to  pay  tithe  for 
it.  He  showed  how  the  word  "  Protestant,"  which  had 
been  originally  construed  to  mean  only  the  Church  of 
England,  had  in  this  country  been  interpreted  to 
include  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  in  North  America 
had  always  included  the  Nonconformist  clergy ;  and,  as 
a  "  Radical,"  Sir  William  upheld  that  last  interpreta- 
tion. He  showed,  by  a  minute  analysis  of  votes  in  the 
Upper  Canadian  House  of  Assembly, — it  being  especially 
a  question  in  Upper  Canada, — that  public  opinion  is 
resolute  in  demanding  the  local  right  of  disposing  of 
local  questions  ;  and  that  it  has  become  impossible  to 
legislate  on  the  subjectinopposition  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Canadian  people. — Lord  Johx  Manners  warned  the 
house  that  the  bill  would  be  an  instrument  not  of  peace 
but  of  war ;  driving  Canada  into  the  arms  of  the  United 
States. —  Mr.  Adderley  reminded  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  that  their  policy  was  subject  to  one  small  objection 
—  impossibility. — Mr.  Gladstone,  reinforcing  Sir 
William  Molesworth's  facts  and  arguments,  warned  the 
house,  that  if  they  wished  to  accomplish  the  alienation 
and  confiscation  of  the  endowments  in  question,  they 
might  reject  the  bill. — Mr.  Vernon  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  new  settlement;  Mr.  A.  Mills,  Mr.  G.  H.  Liddell, 
Mr.  Napier,  and  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  against  it. — The 
second  reading  was  carried  by  275  to  192. 

On  Monday,  March  7,  the  "Reports  of  several  Election 
Committees  were  brought  up.  The  Guilford  committee 
reported  that  the  sitting  members,  Mr.  Mangles  and 
Mr.  Bell,  were  duly  elected.  The  Hull  committee  had 
found  the  election  of  Lord  Goderich  and  Mr.  Clay  void 
by  reason  of  bribery.  The  Rye  committee  made  a 
similar  report  respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Mackinnon. 
The  Chatham  committee  had  found  Sir  J.  F.  Smith  not 
duly  elected  ;  and  had  agreed  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion: — "That  it  was  proved  that  an  elector  named 
Greathead  had  been  bribed  by  a  situation  in  the  Post- 
office  obtained  for  his  son  by  Sir  J.  F.  Smith ;  and  that 
a  number  of  the  electors  for  the  borough  of  Chatham 
were  employed  in  her  Majesty's  dockyard  at  that  place  ; 
that  they  were  under  the  influence  of  the  government 
for  the  time  being  ;  and  that  it  appeared  there  was  not 
an  instance  of  a  candidate  being  elected  for  this  borough 
who  had  not  the  support  of  the  government.  Under 
those  circumstances  the  committee  felt  it  was  for  the 
house  to  determine  whether  the  right  of  returning 
members  should  not  be  for  the  future  withdrawn  from 
the  borough  of  Chatham.  It  was  further  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  there  were  strong  grounds  for  be- 
lieving Stephen  Mount,  in  giving  his  evidence  before 
the  committee,  had  been  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury." 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  Sir  J.  Pakington  on  the 
the  subject  of  the  Frequency  of  Railway  Accidents,  Mr 
Cardwell  said  that  on  the  vt"ry  first  day  of  his  entering 
upon  his  duties  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  he  had  commu- 
nicated with  some  of  the  railway  authorities,  requesting 
them  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  point  raised  by  the 
Oxford  accident,;of  providing  a  means  of  communication 
between  the  guard  and  the"  driver  of  the  train.  The 
subject  was  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  various 
boards  of  directors,  and  was  also  engaging  the  most 
careful  attention  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Captain  Sim- 
monds  had  been  despatched  to  France  and  Belgium  to 
investigate  the  precautions  followed  in  those  countries, 
and  the  evidence  he  had  collected  would  be  laid  before 
the  committee  on  railway  amalgamation  now  sitting. 
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The  house  having  gone  into  committee  on  the  sub 
jcct  of  Pilotage,  Mr.  Cardweli,  stated  generally  the 
views  of  the  Government  with  respect  to  the  Mercantile 
marine.  He  set  out  by  quoting  some  figures  to  show 
the  vast  increase  of  British  shipping.  In  1815  the 
amount  of  tonnage  was  2,681,000  tons ;  in  1825  it  was 
2,553,000.  But  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Huskisson  to  the 
present  day  there  was  scaixely  an  instance  of  reverse  ; 
and  no  instance  of  a  confirmed  and  continuous  reverse  ; 
and  if  the  committee  compared  the  year  1852  with 
1849,  they  would  find  that  while  the  total  amount  of 
British  tonnage  inwards  and  outwards  in  1849  was 
8,152,000  tons,  in  1852  it  had  increased  to  8,727,000 
tons;  and  the  number  of  ships  built  and  registered  bad 
increased  from  121,000  in  1849  to  167,000  in  1852. 
It  had  been  determined  not  to  efl'ect  any  change  in  the 
constitution  of  Trinity  House  or  the  Boards  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  the  three  light-managing  bodies  ;  but  to 
make  them  accountable  to  parliament  through  minis- 
terial responsibility  for  their  proceedings,  and  to  lay 
their  accounts  before  the  house  every  session.  The 
views  of  the  government  had  been  communicated  to 
Trinity  House ;  and  it  had  been  unanimously  agreed 
that  government  should  control  the  expenditure  of 
their  revenues,  and  jieriodically  their  accounts.  The 
Elder  Brethren,  however,  prayed  the  government  not 
to  press  for  the  cessation  of  pensions  and  charities  out 
of  the  light-dues  proposed  by  the  government ;  but 
they  agreed,  pending  the  final  decision,  to  suspend  the 
grant  of  any  new  charities  or  pensions.  Proceeding  to 
enter  into  details  with  respect  to  the  other  shipping 
grievances,  Mr.  Cardwell  proposed  to  institute  an  in- 
quiry into  "passing  tolls"  —  a  subject  beset  with 
diffieulties.  It  was  not  intended  (he  said)  to  maintain 
the  restriction  which  requires  that  a  British  ship  should 
be  manned,  with  a  crew;  consisting  of  three-fourths 
British  subjects  ;  but  shipowners  will  be  allowed  to  man 
their  ships  with  British  and  foreign  seamen  in  what 
proportions  they  think  fit.  The  system  of  volunteering 
from  the  merchant  service  to  the  Royal  Navy  was  not 
to  be  abolished  ;  but  should  any  loss  fall  on  a  shipowner 
by  volunteering,  he  will  be  compensated  from  the  funds 
of  the  Admiralty.  Salvage  also  will  be  retained  ;  but 
arrangements  are  in  progress  by  which  the  lien  which 
the  law  gives  upon  a  ship  in  such  cases  may  be  released, 
and  the  case  submitted  to  the  Admiralty  Court.  The 
grievances  of  desertion  abroad  were  to  be  redressed  by 
bill  ;  and  that  of  consular  fees  would  be  redressed  by 
the  Foreign  Office.  Upon  the  question  of  pilotage,  it 
was  proposed  to  amalgamate  the  Trinity  House  and 
the  Cinque  Port  pilots,  and  to  place  them  under  one 
control,  giving  the  pilots  of  the  Cinque  Ports  the 
right  to  take  ships  out  of  the  Thames,  and  the  Trinity 
House  pilots  the  right  to  bring  them  in  ;  to  confer 
upon  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  extreme  cases,  the  power 
of  remedying  the  defects  of  local  acts  affecting  pilotage 
in  the  Mersey;  and  to  invest  the  board  with  powers 
of  a  mediatory  character  in  the  Severn,  both  for  these 
purposes  and  for  instituting  a  strict  inquiry  into  all  by- 
laws, rates,  and  regulations,  with  the  aid  of  the  officers 
of  the  mercantile  marine  department  of  the  board.  It 
was  proposed  to  reduce  the  pilotage  of  the  port  of 
London  25  per  cent.,  while  the  pilotage  of  vessels  tugged 
by  steam  would  be  raised  from  one-fourth  to  one-third. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Henley, 
Mr.  Laboucheke,  and  others,  leave  was  obtained  for 
bringing  in  a  bill  on  pilotage. 

On  Tuesday,  March  the  8th,  Mr.  Cuaufurd  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  administration 
of  justice  in  the  Sheriff  Courts  in  Scotla7id,  the  leading 
provisions  of  which  he  explained,  and  he  offered  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the  committee  which  was  to  consider  the  bill 
recently  introduced  by  the  Lord  Advocate.  The 
subject,  he  said,  had  excited  fthe  greatest  interest  in 
Scotland. — The  Lord  Advocate  did  not  oppose  the 
introduction  of  the  bill,  but  from  the  outline  given  by 
Mr.  Craufurd,  he  could  not'Hatter  him  that  the  measure 
would  be  met  with  his  (the  Lord  Advocate's)  support, 
since  he  considered  that,  so  far  from  its  being  a  step  in 
the  direction  of  reform,  it  was,  for  reasons  which  he 
stated,  a  retrogression.- — A  discussion  ensued,  in  which 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  existing  grades  of 
sherifTs,  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  these  local 


jurisdictions,  and  the  propriety  of  referring  both  bills 
to  a  select  committee,  were  considered.  Leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Colonel  Mure  moved  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  Management  of  the  National  Gallery,  and  to 
consider  in  what  mode  the  monuments  of  antiquity 
and  fine  art  may  be  preserved,  augmented,  and  exhibi- 
ted. He  observed  that  since  the  year  1850  there  had 
been  a  great  advance  in  public  opinion  upon  these 
subjects,  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  there  should  be 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons 
thereon. — Mr.  Ewart,  in  seconding  the  motion,  dwelt 
upon  the  deficiencies  of  our  national  museums  and 
schools  of  study  compared  with  those  on  the  continent. 
— Mr.  B.  Wall  hoped  that,  if  the  committee  should  be 
appointed,  it  would  be  the  last,  there  being  an  anxious 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  public  that  there  should  be  an 
early  decision  on  this  subject. — Mr.  H.  Seymour  and 
Sir  "G.  Strickland  thought  the  objects  of  the  com- 
mittee's inquiry  not  sufliciently  defined. — Lord  J. 
Russell  was  of  opinion,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
terms  of  the  motion  had  been  very  judiciously  chosen, 
so  as  not  to  limit  the  scope  of  the  inquiry.  He  thought 
it  of  great  importance  to  consider  whether  the  pictures 
and  other  monuments  of  art  might  not  be  made  more 
of  a  national  collection  than  at  present.  He  approved 
the  motion,  and  anticipated  a  very  useful  result 
from  the  inquiries  of  the  committee. — The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  with  reference  to 
the  'removal  of  the  National  Gallery  the  government 
had  come  to  no  conclusion,  and,  in  respect  to  cleaning 
the  pictures  in  the  gallery,  that  whatever  had  been 
done  had  not  been  done  carelessly  or  hastily. 

Mr.  J.  Wilson,  in  moving  for  a  select  committee 
on  the  subject  of  Assurance  Associations,  said  that 
the  government  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  private 
enterprise,  or  to  forward  any  particular  interest  ;  their 
only  object  was  to  see  that  the  privileges  granted  by 
the  act  of  parliament  were  not  so  far  abused  as  to 
place  the  public  in  a  state  of  insecurity.  When  the 
enormous  magnitude  of  the  sums  raised  by  these  offices 
was  considered,  as  Avell  as  the  unsatisfactory  way  in 
which  thousands  of  these  associations  sprang  up  one 
day  and  became  extinct  the  next,  no  one  could  doubt 
the  necessity  of  some  measure  to  place  them  upon 
a  more  substantial  basis.  These  institutions,  affording 
the  means  of  making  provision  for  the  future  and 
being  depositaries  for  capital,  were  highly  advantageous 
to  the  community  ;  but  he  feared  that,  in  too  many 
instances,  they  were  mere  covers  for  fraud,  the 
securities  provided  by  the  existing  law,  by  registration, 
and  the  annual  balance-sheet,  having  been  grossly 
viqjated.  With  these  startling  facts  before  them,  it 
would  have  been  criminal  for  the  executive  government 
to  stand  still;  though  he  was  bound  to  say,  in  order  to 
prevent  unnecessary  alarm,  that  these  were  exceptions 
to  the  rule,  and  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  offices  were 
not  only  solvent,  but  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition. 
The  committee  for  which  he  moved  would  examine 
the  subject,  in  order  to  see  what  provisions  were 
required  to  provide  against  the  evils  he  had  pointed  out. 
In  the  conversation  that  followed  Mr  Wilson's  speech, 
there  was  a  general  expression  of  satisfaction  at  the  course 
taken  by  the  government. — But  Mr.  Hume  asked,  what 
if  the  people  cannot  take  care  of  themselves,  can  acts 
of  parliament'.do  for  them  ?— and  Mr.  Thomas  Cham- 
bers doubted  whether  the  advantages  expected  would 
be  secured  by  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken. — The 
motion  was  agreed  to. — The  committee  has  been 
nominated  as  follows— Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Cardwell,  Mr. 
Henley,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Glyn,  Mr.  Sotheron,  Mr. 
Matthew  Forster,  Mr.  Danby  Seymour,  Mr.  Thomas 
Chambers,  Mr.  Mullings,  Mr.  Freshfield,  Mr.  Geach, 
Mr.  John  Abel  Smith,  Mr.  Cowan,  and  Mr.  John 
Ball. 

On  Wednesday  March  the  9th,  on  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Great  London  Drainage  Bill,  Sir 
B.  Hall,  Mr.  T.  Huncombe,  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans, 
and  Mr.  Willjams  took  objection  to  the  claims 
whereby  the  company  were  empowered  to  tax  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  at  tlircc  per  cent,  in  case 
the  speculation  did  not  yield  its  promoters  a  sufficient 
dividend. — Sir  B.  Hall  moved  that  the  further  con- 
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sideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Wednesday, 
the  6th  of  April. — Viscount  Palmekston  considered 
that  it  was  preferable  that  a  great  scheme  for  the 
better  drainage  of  the  metropolis  should  be  undertaken 
by  private  enterprise  rather  than  by  the  government. 
In  his  opinion,  if  the  project  held  out  sufficient 
inducement  to  parties  to  invest  a  large  capital  in  its 
execution,  a  guarantee  of  three  per  cent,  was  almost 
inconsistent  with  the  views  which  led  them  to  under- 
take the  enterprise.  The  point  of  the  guarantee 
was,  however,  a  question  for  the  committee,  and  it 
ought  not  to  prevent  the  house  reading  the  bill  a  second 
time.  The  house  divided  upon  the  amendment,  and 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  11, 
against  IG. 

Mr.  Buncombe  moved  the  second  reading  of  his  bill 
for  the  repression  of  Cruelty  to  Animals.  He  wished  to 
give  persons  convicted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
present  act  a  right  of  appeal, — The  Attorney-General 
did  not  consider  that  a  sufficient  case  had  been  made 
out  for  the  alteration  of  the  law.  If  a  right  of  appeal 
were  given,  it  would  prevent  persons  from  prosecuting, 
lest  they  should  be  exposed  to  the  costs  of  an  appeal. — 
The  motion  was  negatived  by  91  against  17,  and  the 
bill,  therefore,  is  lost. 

The  report  of  the  Derby  Election  Committee  was 
brought  up.  It  was  to  the  following  effect; — "That 
M.  T.  Bass,  Esq.,  is  duly  elected  to  serve  in  this 
present  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Derby.     That  T. 

B.  Horsfall,  Esq.,  is  not  duly  elected.  That  L. 
Heyworth  ,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have 
been  returned.  That  it  appears  to  the  committee  that 
the  petition  of  W.  Poole,  so  far  as  regards  the  return  of 
M.  T.  Bass,  Esq.,  is  frivolous  and  vexatious.  That  [the 
committee  have  altered  the  poll  at  the  last  election  by 
striking  therefrom,  for  receiving  bribes,  the  names  of 
W.  Harriss,  W.  Morley,  T.  Blake,  R.  \yalcop,  F. 
Radford,  J. ^Taylor,  H.  Needham,  J.  Swan,  F.  Staley, 

C.  Cockayne,  E.  Cockayne,  W.  Oliver,  and  H.  Sharrack. 
That  T.  B.  Horsfall,  Esq.,  was,  by  his  agents,  guilty  of 
bribery  at  the  last  election ;  but  it  has  been  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  the  bribery  '  was 
without  the  concurrence  or  privity  of  the  said  T.  B. 
Horsfall.  That  W.  Harris  was  bribed  by  21.  and  W. 
Morley  by  21.,  and  by  supplementary  payment  of  1/. 
in  October  last,  sulisequent  to  the  election ;  T.  Blake, 
R.  Walcop,  F.  Radford,  J.  Taylor,  H.  Needham,  F. 
Staley,  C.  Cockayne,  and  E.  Cockayne,  by  21.  each; 
W.  Oliver  by  \l.,  J.  Swan  and  A.  Sharrack  by  2/. 
each.  That  T.  Morgan  seems  to  have  been  ihe  person 
principally  engaged  in  the  above-mentioned  acts  of 
bribery,  'and  .that  the  funds  for  this  purpose  appear 
to  have  been  furnished  to  Morgan  through  the  interven- 
tion of  a  person  named  T.  Lund.  That  G.  Clayton,  J. 
Ford,  and  H.  Aokerman,  were  also  engaged  in  various 
acts  of  bribery  and  corruption.  That  it  has  been  proved 
as  to  several  of  the  other  parties  that  at  former 
elections  they  had  received  money  for  their  votes  ;  and 
the  committee  have  reason  to  believe  that  such  corrupt 
practices  have  been  prevalent  in  the  said  borough,  and 
they  desire  to  state  their  opinion  that  parties  who  are 
i-eported  to  the  house  as  guilty  of  bribery  should  be  \ 
disqualified  for  the  future  from  the  exercise  of  any  par- 
liamentary franchise." 

On  Thursday  March  the  10th,  Lord  R.  Grosvenor 
moved  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  Attor^ieys'  and 
Solicitors'  Annual  Certificate  Duty.  He  .traced  its 
origin  and  history,  and  pointed  out  the  injustice  of 
imposing  a  heavy  and  oppressive  tax  on  the  mental 
exertions  of  members  of  a  particular  professsion.  The 
yearly  produce  of  the  tax  was  120,000^.,  and  he  con- 
tended that  such  an  amount  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  an  act  of  national  justice.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected  to  all 
attempts  at  considering  isolated  cases  of  taxation.  He 
did  not  regard  this  duty  as  unjusi;  and  there  were 
many  which  had  stronger  claims  for  removal.  It 
might  be  a  question  whether  there  should  not  be  an 
important  modification  of  the  high  stamp  duty  on 
articles  of  admission,  which  had  to  some  extent  the 
effect  of  creating  a  monopoly  in  the  profession.  The 
entire  taxation  affecting  it  would  deserve  consideration 
when  the  whole  state  of  the  finances  was  under  review, 


but  he  protested  against  dealing  with  our  system  of 
taxation  in  a  bit-by-bit  way,  or  at  hap-hazard.  The 
motion  was  carried  by  219  to  167. 

Mr.  FiTZROY  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  prevention  and  punishment  of  aggravated 
Assaults  upon  Women  and  Children.  He  referred  to 
several  notorious  cases  of  recent  date,  and  contended 
that  the  present  state  of  the  law  was  wholly  inadequate 
to  meet  the  evil  shown  by  these  to  exist.  The  penalty 
provided  for  such  cases  was  that  of  a  fine  of  -5/.,  or 
committal  to  prison  for  two  months,  to  be  inflicted  by 
the  magistrate  ;  if  the  case  was  sent  to  the  sessions  there 
was  but  little  chance  of  the  offended  party  appearing  to 
prosecute.  He  proposed  to  extend  the  magistrate's 
jurisdiction  to  the  infliction  of  a  fine  of  20^.,  or  six 
months'  imprisonment. — Mr.  Phinn  suggested  that 
corporal  punishment  would  be  properly  applied  to 
cases  of  this  descrijjtion. — Leave  was  given  to  bx'ing  in 
the  bill.  • 

On  Friday,  March  11,. Mr.  Bright  brought  before 
the  house  the  question  of  the  Government  of  India, 
and  dwelt  at  great  length  upon  the  abuses  of  the  present 
system.  The  principal  grievances  complained  of  were, 
delays  and  expenses  in  the  law  courts,  the  defective 
state  of  the  police,  the  unjust  pressure  of  taxation,  the 
defective  state  of  all  means  of  communication,  caused 
by  the  absence  of  roads,  and  the  slow  progress  of  the 
railways,  and  the  neglect  of  navigation.  The  condition 
of  the  people  was  the  great  test  of  the  merits  of  a 
government,  and  judged  by  this  test  (as  he  showed  by 
statistical  and  other  evidence)  it  was  evident  that  the 
government  of  India  was  altogether  inefficient,  and 
should  not  be  allowed  renewed  and  permanent  power 
without  the  most  stringent  inquiry.  Looking  at  the 
financial  and  commercial  side  of  the  question,  he 
adverted  especially  to  the  state  of  the  revenue  and  the 
diminution  in  the  production  of  cotton,  and  in  asking 
the  government  its  intentions,  hoped,  if  they  had  not 
a  favourable  intention  to  communicate,  that  he  might  at 
any  rate  hear  that  they  had  not  made  up  their  minds. — 
Lord  J.  Russell  complained  of  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Bright  had  taken  advantage  of  a  formal  motion 
(for  the  adjournment  of  the  house)  to  make  an  unex- 
pected and  denunciatory  address.  With  regard  to  the 
intentions  of  the  government,  they  would  do  what  they 
thought  best  for  the  people  of  India ;  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  as  he'had  before  expressed  himself,  that  it  was 
their  duty  at  the  proper  time — which  he  believed  to  be 
during  the  present  session — to  bring  forward  a  measure 
on  the  subject.  Meanwhile  there  was  no  reason  why 
the  committee  should  not  investigate  the  points  com- 
plained of,  even  if  they  increased  the  number  and 
duration  of  their  sittings.  To  any  information  they 
could  gather  the  government  would  give  its  best 
attention.  They  would  legislate  as  soon  as  possible 
upon  the  best  facts  they  could  obtain  ;  and  avoid  a 
delay  which  they  believed  would  be  most  injurious  to 
the  population  of  the  Indian  empire.  " 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Jetcish 
Disabilities  Bill,  Sir  F.  Thesiger  moved  the  second 
reading  that  day  six  months.  After  a  long  debate,  in 
which  there  was  little  novelty,  and  which  was  listened 
to  by  the  house  with  great  impatience,  tVie  motion  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  263 
against  212. 

On  Monday,  March  l-I,  the  house  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  Jewish  Disabilities  Bill,  and  the  various 
clauses  were  agreed  to  without  opposition,  though  many 
complaints  were  made  of  the  quickness  with  which  the 
bill  was  carried  forward. — Lord  John  Russell,  how- 
ever, refused  to  postpone  the  third  reading  till  after 
Easter. 

Mr.  MiLNER  Gibson  called  the  attention  of  the 
government  to  the  present  state  of  the  proceedings  in 
reference  to  the  prosecution  of  the  Household  Narrative 
of  Current  Events,  and  asked  their  intention  on  the 
subject.— The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
that  the  question,  which  was  a  very  complex  one,  was 
being  considered  by  the  law-officers  of  the  crown,  Avho 
would  report  in  a  few  days. — Mr.  Hume  thought  the 
best  way  of  simplifying  the  question  was  to  repeal  the 
tax. — Sir  F.  Thesiger,  as  one  of  the  law-officers  of  ilie 
late  government,  added  his  testimony  as  to  the  complex 
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nature  of  the  question,  but  said  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  drawing  up  a  bill  to  exempt  publications  similar  to 
the  Household  Narrative  from  the  tax,  without  including 
otter  publications  of  a  different  kind  ;  and  he  had  been 
prevented  from  bringing  in  that  bill  by  the  demand  of 
Mr.  Gibson  that  it  should  include  other  publications. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Hume's  mode  of  simplifying  the 
matter,  he  thought  it  would  not  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer— Mr.  Ricardo, 
Mr.  Bright,  and  Mr.  Cobdbn  urged  an  immediate 
settlement  of  the  question. 

On  Tuesday,  March  1.3,  Sir  J.  P-VKIngton  put  a 
question  to  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  with  regard 
to  the  Circumstances  under  which  the  Aiistralian  Steam- 
packet  had  returned  to  Plymouth.  Within  the  last  few 
months  three  steam-packets  belonging  to  the  Australian 
Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  sailed  from  this 
country — the  "  Melbourne"  in  October,  the  "Adelaide" 
in  December,  and  lately  the  "  Australian."  The  "  Mel- 
bourne" was  dismasted  and  driven  into  Lisbon,  and  the 
passengers  were  compelled  to  return,  at  a  great  loss. 
The  "  Adelaide"  having  put  to  sea,  was  disabled  within 
a  few  hours ;  her  rudder  would  not  work,  and  she  was 
driven  back  to  Plymouth  under  circumstances  that 
detained  her  for  nearly  a  month.  The  other  day  the 
"  Australian,"  the  third  boat  in  succession  of  the  same 
company,  left  England,  but  came  back  under  circum- 
stances which  made  it  providential  that  the  ship  was  not 
lost,  with  all  hands  on  board.  He  therefore  wished  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  baronet  what  degree  of  control  or 
authority  the  government  had  over  the  Australian 
Steam  Packet  Company  by  virtue  of  their  contract  to 
convey  the  Australian  mails,  and  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  government  to  take  any  step  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extraordinary  circumstances  that  have 
occurred?  —  Sir  J.  Gr.\ham  said  he  was  not  at  all 
surprised  that  Sir  J.  Pakington  should  have  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  government  to  the  circumstances  he 
had  just  mentioned  ;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  the 
service  performed  under  the  Australian  Company's  con- 
tract was  most  unsatisfactory.  The  government  had 
power,  under  the  contract,  to  exact  a  penalty  for  its 
non-performance,  and  both  the  present  and  late  board 
of  Admiralty  had  not  hesitated  where  the  equity  of  the 
case  justified  the  exaction,  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the 
break-down  of  the  "  Australian,"  a  committee,  with  the 
Postmaster-General  at  the  head,  was  sitting  on  the 
subject. 

The  Reports  of  the  Hiiddersjield  and  Cirencester 
Election  Committees  were  presented.  The  former  de- 
clared that  Mr.  Stansficld  was  not  duly  elected,  on  the 
ground  of  bribery  and  treating  by  his  agents  ;  the  latter 
declared  that  the  Hon.  A.  G.  J.  Ponsonby  was  duly 
elected. 

Mr.  K.  Seyjier,  in  moving  an  address  for  a  com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Borougfi  of 
Canterhurxj ,  observed,  that  it  had  been  the  opinion  of 
every  member  of  the  election  committee  that  further  in- 
quiry was  necessary.  He  described  the  perfect  system  of 
tactics  proved  before  the  committee  to  have  been  adopted 
at  the  last  election,  by  means  of  colourmen's  tickets, 
which  were  employed  as  inducements  for  voting,  and  by 
which  a  very  large  number  of  electors  were  bribed,  and 
he  urged  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  deprive 
persons  who  had  thus  employed  their  franchise  of  a 
privilege  they  had  abused. — Mr.  Mali>'S  said  it  had 
been  proved  before  the  committee  that  the  issuing  of 
colourmen's  tickets,  though  confined  at  the  last  election 
to  the  red  party,  had  been  practised  by  both  reds  and 
blues  for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  that  the  recipients  were 
freemen  of  the  lowest  class ;  and  he  believed  the  only 
remedy  was  the  withholding  the  franchise  from  such 
persons. — Mr.  T.  Duncomise  thought  that  a  better 
remedy  would  be  an  enlargement  of  the  constituency. 
His  only  hope  was  in  a  new  reform  bill,  and  he  called 
upon  Sir  J.  Graham  to  prevail  upon  his  noble  colleague 
to  give  a  good  one.' — A  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  terms 
of  the  resolution,  with  the  view  of  adapting  it  to  the 
requirements  of  the  act  of  last  session,  and  the  motion 
was  ultimately  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  Patte.v  moved  the  issue  of  a  Writ  for  the 
Borough  of  Blackburn.  He  had  waited,  he  said,  seven 
days,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  any  member  to  bring 


forward  a  case  against  the  borough,  and  he  made  this 
motion  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  persons  of  both 
parties  in  Blackburn. — Sir  J.  Shelley  opposed  the 
motion,  observing,  that  in  every  case  where  an  election 
committee  had  unseated  a  member  for  bribery,  it  was 
next  to  a  farce  to  issue  a  writ  without  further  inquiry. 
He  moved  by  way  of  amendment  that  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  bribery  and  treating 
which  took  place  at  the  last  election. — Mr.  Deedes, 
chairman  of  the  Blackburn  election  committee,  objected 
that  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  would  put  in 
juxtaposition  evidence  taken  upon  oath  and  not  upon 
oath.  If  election  committees  were  not  adequate  to  deal 
with  these  investigations  let  the  law  be  altei-ed. — Lord  J. 
Russell  considered  that  it  was  an  entirely  new  doctrine 
to  say  that,  because  an  election  committee  had  made  a 
i-eport,  the  house  was  precluded  from  further  inquiry. 
The  question  was  what  course  the  house  should  take  in 
these  cases,  where  the  bribery  might  be  confined  to  a 
few,  or  might  be  extensive.  He  was  ready  to  submit  to 
the  decision  of  the  house,  but  he  thought  the  course 
proposed  by  the  amendment  was,  upon  the  whole,  the 
best. — Mr.  Bouverie  was  in  favour  of  issuing  the  writ, 
and  suggested  difficulties  might  arise  from  making  it  a 
rule  to  suspend  the  writ  and  appoint  select  committees 
of  inquiry  in  all  cases  of  this  kind. — Mr.  Burrow  urged 
constitutional  reasons  against  the  suspension  of  writs. — 
Mr.  S.  WoRTLEY  observed,  that  the  inquiry  was  a 
different  question  from  the  suspension  of  the  writ,  which 
ought  not  to  be  withheld  but  on  the  strongest  grounds. 
Sir  J.  Shelley  had  laid  no  special  grotind  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee. — After  some  remarks  [by 
Mr.  Bass  upon  the  borough  of  Derby  and  upon  boroughs 
generally.  Sir  J.  Shelley  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
the  original  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Colonel  Forester  moved  the  issue  of  a  Writ  for  the 
Borough  of  Bridgnorth. — Sir  J.  Shelley  moved  byway 
of  amendment,  for  a  select  committee  to  consider  the 
allegations  contained  in  the  petition  of  certain  electors 
of  Bridgnorth  complaining  of  corrupt  pi-actices  at  the 
last  and  former  elections.  He  remarked  that  this  case 
was  in  a  very  different  position  from  the  last ;  that  a 
regular  system  of  coercion,  treating,  and  intimidation 
had  existed  in  this  borough,  and  that  a  petition  had 
been  presented,  into  the  allegations  of  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  house  to  inquire. — Mr.  Bouverie,  chairman 
of  the  Bridgnorth  committee,  said,  after  the  decision  in 
the  Blackburn  case,  the  only  question  was  whether 
there  were  any  special  circumstances  in  this  case.  He 
considered  that  no  substantial  ground  had  been  laid  for 
the  amendment,  and  he  should  support  the  original 
motion. — The  original  motion  was  likewise  supported 
by  Mr.  French. — Mr.  Coeden  mentioned  facts  from 
which  he  inferred  that  the  borough  was  subjected  to 
impure  influence,  and  he  supported  the  amendment. — 
Sir  J.  Graham  said,  if  Sir  J.  Shelley  had  persevered 
in  his  amendment  in  the  last  case,  he  should  have  voted, 
along  with  Lord  J.  Russell,  for  a  select  committee  ;  but, 
as  that  motion  had  been  withdrawn,  and  believing  that 
it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  house  should 
act  with  the  strictest  impartiality,  he  should  support  the 
issue  of  the  writ  in  this  case,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the 
borough  of  Bridgnorth. — Mr.  Hi'ME  supported  the 
amendment. — Mr.  Disr.veli  defended  the  character  of 
the  borough,  which  he  contended  had  been  unjustifiably 
assailed  by  Mr.  Cobden.  After  some  further  discussion 
the  house  divided,  and  the  original  motion  was  carried 
by  184  against  50. 

On  Wednesday,  March  16,  the  house  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  County  Bates  Ejrpenditure  Bill,  after  an 
effort  on  the  part  of  Sir  J.  Pakington  to  obtain  a  post- 
ponement of  the  discussion. — Lord  Palmerston  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  postponement  was  not  necessary. 
The  consideration  of  the  bill  occupied  the  committee 
until  nearly  the  close  of  the  sitting. 

The  Southamption  Election  Committee  reported  that 
the  Attorney-General  and  Mr.  Willcox  were  duly 
elected  for  that  borough,  and  that  certain  witnesses  had 
committed  perjury  ;  the  sitting  members  were,  however, 
saddled  with  the  costs.  The  Attorney-General  was 
subsequently  ordered  to  prosecute  these  parties. 

On  Thursday,  March  17,  the  Report  of  the  Norw^h 
Co7n>nittee  was  Presented.  It  is  stated  that  the  complaint 
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of  the  petitioners  against  the  withdrawal  of  the  Norwich 
election  petition  was  not  without  foundation,  but  that,  as 
there. was  no  precedent  bearing  on  the  subj<!Ct,  their  prayer 
for  the  restoration  of  the  petition  must  be  left  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house.  The  committee  reported  Mr. 
Brown  not  to  have  been  actuated  by  corrupt  motives,  but 
only  by  party  zeal ;  but  they  strongly  condemned  the 
the  system  of  balancing  election  petitions  against  each 
other,  by  which,  in  connection  with  the  present  case,  ten 
seats  had  been  affected. 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  brought  forward  the  case  of  a 
woman  named  Mary  Hill,  tried  at  the  Middlesex 
Sessions,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years  transportation,  by 
Mr.  Sergeant  Adams,  who,  after  the  sentence  was 
pronounced,  had  Increased  the  Term  to  Ten  Years,  in  con- 
seqiience  of  the  Woman'' s  Violent  Language  in  tjie  Dock. 
— Lord  Palmerston  treated  the  matter  jocularly  ;  but 
concluded  by  stating  that  it  was  not  intended  to  carry 
the  sentence  into  effect  beyond  the  original  term. 

Mr.  Napier  brought  the  history  of  the  Six-mile- 
bridge  Ajfray  before  the  house,  and  moved  for  the  legal 
documents  connected  with  the  case.  Having  described 
the  circumstances  at  very  great  length,  imputing  the 
chief  and  original  blame  to  the  Roman  Catholic  priests 
who  were  implicated,  and  declaring  his  conviction  that 
the  soldiers  concerned  had  only  done  their  duty,  in 
doing  which  he  urged  that  a  soldier  ought  to  be 
supported,  he  elaborately  traced  and  defended  the 
course  which  he,  as  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  had 
taken  in  the  case,  and  animadverted  upon  that  of  the 
subsequent  Irish  legal  advisers  of  the  crown.  He 
complained  that  the  soldiers  had  been  harassed  and 
ill-treated,  while  the  priests  had  been  allowed  to  escaiie 
with  impunity. — M.  J.  D.  Fitzgerald  taxed  Mr. 
Napier  with  want  of  candour,  and  described  the  circum- 
stances in  another  way,  representing  the  electors  as 
having  been  carried  by  the  landlords  as  prisoners  to  the 
poll.  He  accused  the  magistrates  of  bad  feeling,  and  the 
soldiers  of  an  unnecessary  slaughter  of  unarmed  persons. 
The  militai-y,  who  had,  he  said,  violated  all  the  Queen's 
regulations  in  such  cases,  had  escaped  from  justice  by 
means  of  obstructions  offered  to  it  by  the  officers,  aided 
by  Mr.  Napier.  He  admitted  that  there  had  been  riot- 
ing and  stoning,  though  not  in  the  quarter  where  the 
firing  had  taken  place,  and  he  denied  that  the  priests 
had  instigated  the  disturbance,  though  allowing  that  the 
priest  Bourke  had,  in  his  excitement,  forgotten  himself 
so  far  as  to  use  unchristian  language.  After  a 
lengthened  condemnation  of  Mr.  Napier's  official  conduct 
in  regard  to  this  case,  he  expressed  his  approbation  of 
that  of  the  present  law  officers  of  the  crown,  and  urged 
that  the  sooner  this  calamitous  transaction  was  forgotten 
the  better.  He  concluded  by  regretting  that  Mr. 
Napier  had  chosen  St.  Patrick's  day  for  bringing  on  an 
Irish  row. — Mr.  C.\irns  warmly  defended  the  conduct 
of  the  soldiery,  and  contended,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  and  in  opposition  to  Judge  Perrin, 
that  a  soldier  was  bound  to  use  his  weapons  when  in 
danger  of  being  disabled  from  the  execution  of  his  trust. 
He  denounced  the  course  of  the  present  Irish  Attorney- 
General,  especially  in  regard  to  his  abstaining 
from  putting  the  priests  into  the  felons'  dock. 
Every  peasant  in  the  county  of  Clare  believed 
that  such  a  course  had  been  dictated  by  fear. — Sir  T. 
Yo'JXG  contended  that  the  lawhad  been  fairly,  honestly, 
and  impartially  administered.  It  was  a  matter  of  regret, 
first,  that  so  few  soldiers  should  have  been  called 
in ;  for  when  the  military  were  summoned,  it  should  be 
in  numbers  to  render  resistance  hopeless  ;  and  secondly, 
that  they  should  have  been  posted  in  an  unfortunate 
position.  He  vindicated  the  course  of  the  Irish  Attorney- 
General,  who,  he  said,  had  shown  no  enmity  against 
the  soldiery,  but  had  pursued  a  wiser  and  higher  course 
than  that  of  Mr.  Napier.  As  regarded  the  priest 
Bourke,  he  asserted  the  absolute  necessity  for  calling 
him  as  a  witness,  and  the  impropriety  of  subsequently 
placing  him  on  his  trial  at  the  same  assizes,  and  before 
the  jury  who  had  heard  his  evidence.  And  as  regarded 
future  proceedings,  their  success  would  be  vei-y  doubt- 
ful, while  there  would  be  the  certain  mischief  of  keep- 
ing alive  ill -blood.  He  indignantly  scouted  the  idea 
that  any  member  of  the  government  could  have  sought 
for  popular  support  or  favour  intaking  the  course  which 


had  been  adopted  in  this  case,  and  expressed  his  belief 
that  the  best  manner  of  obtaining  the  confidence  of  the 
Irish  people  was  by  the  strictest  and  jus'test  adminisfta- 
tion  of  the  law.  But  if  Mr.  Napier  thought  he  had  any 
case,  government  was  ready  to  meet  him  on  a  definite 
issue.  The  present  motion  was  one  which,  if  made  at 
all,  should  have  been  made  in  silence. — Mr.  White- 
side argued,  from  the  ferocity  which  had  been  dis- 
played by  the  peasantry  in  another  case  which  he  cited, 
and  from  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  scene  of  the 
affray  in  question,  that  if  the  military  had  not  been 
prompt,  their  lives  would  have  been  sacrificed.  He 
went  into  evidence  to  show  the  rioting,  and  the  com- 
plicity of  the  piiests,  energetically  defended  the  magis- 
trates and  the  soldiery,  and  animadverted  severely  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  Irish  Attorney-General,  whom  he 
accused  of  falsifying  the  i)romise  of  Lord  Aberdeen. 
He  denied  that  this  motion  had  any  factious  origin. — 
The  Attorney-General  remarked  upon  the  intense 
bitterness  with  which  Mr.  Whiteside  had  sought  to 
blacken  the  character  of  a  professional  brother,  and  ob- 
served that  the  House  of  Commons  ought  not  to  be 
made  a  court  of  appeal  in  such  cases.  In  reference  to 
the  case  of  the  soldiers,  he  vindicated  Mr.  Brewster 
from  the  charge  of  not  assisting  them,  by  stating  that 
the  Secretary  at  War  himself  had  given  express  orders 
that  they  should  be  defended.  He  reiterated  the  pre- 
viovis  arguments  which  had  been  urged  in  favour  of  the 
non-prosecution  of  the  priests,  and  demanded  of  Messrs. 
Napier  and  Whiteside  whether,  if  they  themselves 
should  return  to  office  to-morrow,  they  would  revive  the 
memory  of  the  melancholy  affair  by  sending  Bourke 
for  trial.  He  concluded  by  energetically  condemning 
the  tone  in  which  the  absent  Attorney-General  for  Ire- 
land had  been  assailed.- — Tlie  motion  was  then  agreedto, 
the  debate  having  occupied  seven  hours  and  a  half. 

On  Friday,  March  18,  the  Maldon  Election  Committee 
reported  that  the  return  of  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Ducane 
was  null  and  void,  bribery  and  treating  having  been 
practised  by  their  agents  ;  and  recommended  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commission  to  inquire  into  bribery  and 
treating  generally  in  the  borough. 

In  reply  to  questions  put  by  Mr.  Blackett,  respect- 
ing the  Tyrannical  Government  of  Austria  in  Italy, 
Lord  John  Russell  incidentally  announced  that  "  a 
telegraphic  message  had  been  that  day  received,  con- 
veying the  intelligence  that  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany 
had  liberated  the  Madiai,  and  that  they  had  embarked 
at  Leghorn."  This  statement  was  received  with  cheers. 
Lord  John  stated  what  this  government  had  done  in 
regard  to  Lombard  affairs.  Her  Majesty's  government 
had  acceded  to  a  I'equest  made  by  the  Sardinian  govern- 
ment, that  they  would  support  the  strong  representa- 
tions made  by  that  government  to  Vienna,  against  the 
sequestration  of  the  property  of  Sardinian  subjects  in 
Lombardy.  Lord  Clarendon  had  expressed  in  the 
strongest  manner  the  sense  of  her  Majesty's  government 
at  conduct  for  which  there  was  neither  precedent  nor 
justiKcation  that  he  knew  of.  But  he  had  lately  heard 
that  the  sequestration  would  be  removed  from  the  pro- 
perty of  tho.se  who  could  prove  they  had  not  supported 
the  insurrection. 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  4th.  of  April. 

PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

Home  of  Lords. — Feb.  28th. — Bail  In  Error  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

March  1st. — Law  of  Evidence  (Scotland)  Bill  passed. — Bail 
iu  EiTor  Bill  committed. 

3rd. — Regi-stration  of  Assui-auces  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

loth. — Law  of  Evidence  aud  Procedure  Bill  read  a  second 
time. — Mutiny  Bills  read  a  second  time. 

11th. — Mutiny  Bills  pa.s.sed. 

17tU. — County  Polls  Bill  passed. 

ISth. — Royal  Assent  by  Coiuraissiou  to  the  Mutiny,  Marine 
Mutiny,  Consolidated  Fimd,  County  Election  Polls,  Grand 
Jui-y  Cess,  Indemnity,  Commons'  Enclosure,  and  Inland 
Revenue  Bills. — Adjourument  for  the  Easter  Holidays. 

House  of  CoMmons. — Feb.  2Stli. — Committee  of  Supply,  Ord- 
nance Estimates. — Army  Estimates  reported. — Examiners  iu 
Chancery  BUI  considered  as  amended. — Irish  Land  Teuiu'e 
Bills,  Select  Committee  nominated. 

March  1st. — Probate  of  Legacy  Duties,  Mr.  "Williams'  Reso- 
lution negatived. — Mr.  T.  Duucombe's  motion  as  to  Letter- 
Can-iers,  aud  Mr.  Collier's  motion  on  Ecclesiastical  Courts, 
discussed  aud  withdr.iwu. — Ordnance  Estimates  reported. — 
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Mutiny  Bills  read  a  first  time.— Jewish  Disabilities  Bill  read  a 
first  time. 

L'liU.— Union  of  Benefices  BiU  withdra'i'sni.— Mayuooth  :  Mr. 
SchMcfield's  amendment  negatived.— Mutiny  BiUs  read  a 
fiucuiid  time. 

3rd.— Import  Duties,  Mr.  Hume's  resolution  negatived.— 
Mutiny  BiUs  reported, — Judges'  Exclusion  Bill  read  a  first 
time. 

4th. — Clergy  Resei-ves  Bill  read  a  second  time.— Examiner 
in  Chanceiy  Bill  passed.— Ways  and  Means. 

rth.— Pilotage  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  CardweU. — Mutiny 
Bills  passed. 

8th. — Pilotage  Bill  read  a  fii-st  time. — Scotch  Sheriff  Courts, 
leave  given  Mr.  Crawfurd  to  bring  in  a  BiU. — Assurance  Asso- 
ciations, and  National  Gallery,  Committees  appointed. 

cith. — Great  London  Drainage  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

10th. — Attorneys'  Certificates,  leave  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill. — Assaults  on  Women  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

11th.— Jewish  Disabilities  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Sheriff' 
Courts  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

14th. — Jewish  Disabilities  Bill  considered  in  committee. 

1,5th. — Reports  of  Election  Committees. — Attorneys'  Certifi- 
cates Bill  withdrawn  to  be  corrected. — Aggi-avated  Assaults 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

16th — County  Rates  Bill  considered  in  committee. — Attor- 
neys' Certificates  BiU  re-introduced. 

ITth. — Six  Mile  Bridge  Affair,  papers  ordered  on  Mr.  Napier's 
motion. — Report  of  Noi'wich  Election  Committee. 

18th. — Clergy  Reserves  considered  in  committee. — Adjourn- 
ment to  the  4th  of  April. 


trade  with  China  is  one  of  barter;  showing,  that  while 
in  six  years  the  consumption  of  tea  in  Great  Britain  has 
increased  only  from  57,600,000  pounds  to  65,000,000 
pounds,  in  the  United  States  where  there  is  no  dntv  it 
has  increased  from  18,000,000  pounds  to  3-l,300,bOO 
pounds;  and  praying  for  a  prompt  and  liberal  revision 
of  the  duties.  The  measure  proposed  in  the  speeches, 
and  seemingly  concurred  in  by  the  meeting,  was  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  to  Is.  per  pound ;  and  ad  yalorem 
duties  were  denrecated. 


The  Chancellor   of  the   Exchequer   received   on  the 
12th  inst.  a  deputation  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
newspaper  press,  on  the  subject   of  the  Advertisement 
Duly.     They  were  introduced  by  Mr.   Ewakt,   M.P., 
who  submited  a  number  of  objections  to  the  tax,  the 
principal  of  which  were  the  following  :  "  1st.  Because 
it  is  a  tax  on  knowledge,  and  falls  with  partiality  on  an 
important  portion  of  the  press — the  newspaper,  maga- 
zine,  and   periodical.     All  other  means  of  advertising 
escape  the  dutj'.     2nd.   It  is  an  unjust  tax.     It  cannot 
be  equitably  assessed  or  collected.     The  rich  man  pays 
only  Is.  Old.  to  advertise  the  sale  of  an  estate ;  the  poor 
man  pays  Is.  6d.  to  advertise  for  employment.     3rd.  It 
falls  heavily  on  particular  classes  of  property,  impeding 
to  an  important  extent  advertisements  in  journals.     In 
America,  any  man  who  wishes  to  lender  to  hire,  to  buy 
or  to  sell,  announces  his  wish  without  being  subject  to 
any   duty,    for   Is.     4th.    It  acts    most   injuriously   on 
literary  works  striving  at  cheapness.     The  cost  of  adver- 
tising sometimes  amounts  to  more  than  the  whole  profit 
of  author  and  publisher  on  works  which   are  successful. 
5th.  It  is  a  tax  which  goes   far  to  fetter  the  free  exten- 
sion of  the  press,  and  prevents  the  circulation  of  a  sound 
and   wholesome    literature    among   working   men.     In 
America  there  are  350  daily  papers — in  England  there 
are  only  ten.     Sth.  It  is  a  tax  that  should  be  repealed, 
because  the  public  would  derive  the  full   benefit  of  the 
repeal.     In  m:iny  cases  a  larger  reduction  than  the  duty 
would  be  made  by  newspaper  proprietors.     10th.  The 
small  amount  of  revenue  which  ityields — about  150,000/. 
per  annum — renders  it  altogether  unworthy  of  retention, 
at  the  cost  of  a  tithe  of  the  hardship  and  injustice  which 
it  inflicts," — A  conversation  then  ensued  with  reference 
to  the  objectionable  features  of  the  tax,  and  its  effect 
upon  short  advertisements  was  especially  pressed  upon 
the   attention  of  the   Chancellor.     It   was   .shown  that 
four-fifths  of  the  advertisements  in  the  Times  consisted 
of  such  as   did   not   exceed   ten   lines   in   length.     The 
object  of  the  deputation  was  the  total  repeal  of  the  tax, 
but  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  it  was  admitted  by  the  gentlemen  present 
that  its  reduction  to  6rf.  would  afibrd  material  relief  to 
the  advertising  public,  and  it  was  urged  that,  whilst  in 
a  short  time  no  loss  of  revenue  would  ensue  from  the 
total  repeal,  owing  to  the  compensating  efl'ect  of  increased 
stamps  and  paper  duty — the  reduction  of  the  duty  to  Grf. 
would  most  probably  be  attended  with  an  immediate 
increase  of  revenue. 

A  meeting  of  merchants  and  traders  in  the  City  has 
been  held  to  promote  the  Reduction  of  the  Tea-Duties. 
Mr.  Mastcrman,  the  city  member,  presided.  The 
meeting  passed  resolutions  and  adopted  a  memorial, 
setting  forth,  that  if  the  duties  were  reduced  there 
would  be  an  increase  of  consumption  which  would 
speedily  repair  any  loss  to  the  revenue,  and  an  increase 
in   the  exports  of  manufactures,  as  in  most  instances 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  NUMBER  of  cases  of  C/»7rf  Murder  have  been  tried 
at  the  assizes  during  this  month.  The  two  following  are 
the  most  remai-kable.     At  Nottingham  a  young  woman 
named  Mary  AntlifFwas  indicted  for  the  murder  of  her 
stepson,  on  the  1st  of  December  last.     She  had  been 
married  to  the  child's  father  only  nine  weeks  before  his 
death;    and  it  appeared  that  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  she  had  behaved  with  extreme  cruelty  to  the  child, 
who  was  only  two  years  and  a  half  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  as  well  as  to  two  older  children  of  her  husband 
by  his  former  wife.     It  was  sworn  that  she  frequently 
beat  and  shook  the  child  severely  ;  that  she  sometimes 
threw    him    on   the   ground  with   violence,    and   even 
kicked  him  across  the  floor ;  that  she  kept  him  immersed 
in  cold  water  for  an  hour  together,  although  the  child's 
offence  was  really  occasioned  by  the  effects  of  teething ; 
that  she  stinted  him  in  food,  and  turned  him  out  into 
the  cold  with  insufhcient  clothing,  so  that  a  neighbour 
sometimes  took  him  in  and  warmed  and  fed  him.     On 
one  occasion  when  this  was  done  some  of  the  neighbours 
examined  the  child's  body  and  found  it  covered  with 
bruises  :    and  about  the  same  time,  in  reply  to  an  obser- 
vation, that  the  child  looked  very  weakly,  the  prisoner 
replied  that  "  it  would  not  die;  it  had  no  die  in  it." 
On  the  1st  of  December  the  eldest  child  fetched  one  of 
the  neighbours  to  the  prisoner's  house,   and  there  the 
youngest  was  found  on  the  prisoner's  lap,  dying  ;    and 
in  about  an  hour  it  did  die.     A  bad  bruise  was  seen  on 
the  forehead,  and  upon  further  examination  others  at 
the  back  of  the  head  and  in  various  parts  of  the  body  ; 
and  the  prisoner,  upon  being  asked  how  those  on  the 
head  were  occasioned,  answered,  that  she  did  not  know. 
The  prisoner  was   found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and 
sentenced  to  be  transported  for  life. — At  the  same  place, 
and  on  the  same  day,  Mary  Ann  Parr,  aged  twenty-five, 
was  indicted  for  ;the   Murder  of  her  female    child,    at 
Bingham,  on  the  3rd  of  December  last.     The  prisoner, 
who  was  a  miserable-looking  object,  apparently  almost 
blind,  and  wearing  a  stolid,  half  idiotic  expression   of 
countenance,  at  first  pleaded  ".Guilty,"  but  subsequently 
she  withdrew  that  plea.     From  the  statements  made  by 
several  inmates  of  the  Bingham  Union  Workhouse,  it 
appeared  that  the'prisoner  was  received  into  that  house 
suffering  from  inflammation  of  the  eyes  ;  and  that  at 
the  end  of  November  last,  after  she  had  been  there  some 
time,  she  was  delivered  of  a  female  child.     She  refused 
to  suckle  it,  although  she  was  quite  able  to  do  so  ;  and 
when  asked  the  reason,  she  said,  "  she  wanted  to  go  out 
to  work,  and  if  she  suckled  it  how  was  she  to  leave  it  ?  " 
One  witness  had  said  to  her,  "  The  child  will  die,"  to 
which  she  replied,  "  Let  it  die."     Afterwards,  however, 
she  was   prevailed  upon  to   suckle  it  for  two  or   three 
days,  but  on  the  ord  of  December  the  child  w  as  observed 
nearly  dead  in  her  arms;  and  the  witness,  who  noticed 
it,  said  that  it  gave  one  gasp  and  then  died.     Two  days 
afterwards  the  prisoner  said  to  one  of  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse,  "  I've  killed  the  baby  ;  "  and  being  asked 
"how  ?  "added,  "I  smothered  it."     At  the  coroner's 
inquest  she  also  made  a  statement  of  which  the  following 
are  the  material  parts  :— I  took  the  child  to  my  breast 
at  first  to   suckle   it.     I   then  squeezed  it  against  my 
breast  on  purjiose  to  take  away  its  life  ;    and  when   I 
thought    it   was    dead   I   was   frightened.     I   was   not 
exacdy  sure  that  it  was  dead  till  my  mistress  came  and 
told  me.     I  had  no  particular  reason  for  not  suckling 
the  child  when  I  was  told  to  do  so,  except  that  I  thought 
my  hands  would  be  at  liberty  again."     The  counsel  for 
the   defence  suggested   that   the  only  possible  way   of 
accounting  for  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the 
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case  was  by  supposing  that  the  prisoner  was  insane  at 
the  time  when  she  committed  the  fatal  act,  of  which  her 
own  confession  was  the  only  evidence.  Chief  Justice 
Jervis,  in  summing  up,  observed  that,  if  she  was  capable 
of  distinguishing  right  from  wrong,  she  could  not  be 
acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity,  and  that  the  real 
question  was,  whether  the  jury  thought  that  she  really 
intended  to  lull  the  child  in  the  manner  described  by 
herself.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  of  "Guilty,"  with  a 
recommendation  to  mercy.  The  learnedjudge  said  that 
he  would  forward  that  recommendation  to  the  proper 
quarter,  but  for  him  there  remained  only  the  duty  of 
passing  sentence  of  death,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  on  the  3d  inst.,  Charles 
Saunders  was  tried  for  the  Murder  of  Mr.  Toller,  on  the 
road  near  Chadwell  Green,  on  the  8th  of  February  [See 
Household  Narrative  for  last  month].  In  defence,  the 
plea  of  insanity  was  set  up,  but  ineffectually,  for  the 
jury  with  very  little  delay  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
and  the  criminal  was  sentenced  to  death.  He  has  since 
been  reprieved. 

At  Durham  Assizes, on  the  5th  inst.,  George  "Wellborn, 
an  engine-driver,'was  tried  for  the  Manslaughter  oi  Mr. 
Thomas  Grainger,  the  Edinburgh  engineer,  at  Stockton. 
Mr.  Grainger  died  of  the  hurts  inflicted  by  a  collision  at 
the  junction  of  the  Clarence  and  Leeds  Northern  Puailway 
on  the  21st  July  last.  He  was  seated  in  a  passenger- 
train  ;  as  it  was  passing  some  points  at  the  junction,  a 
goods-train,  under  the  charge  of  Wellborn,  ran  into  it, 
destroying  a  number  of  the  vehicles  and  cutting  the 
train  in  half.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Wellborn 
had  been  negligent  in  shunting  his  train.  The  passenger- 
train  was  thirteen  minutes  behind  time.  The  prisoner's 
counsel  urged  that  he  had  not  been  so  grossly  negligent 
as  to  warrant  a  conviction  for  manslaughter.  The  Jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  Guilty,  but  added  a  recom- 
mendation to  mercy.  The  sentence  was  six  months' 
imprisonment. 

A  case  was  tried  at  the  Middlesex  Sessions  on  the  8th 
inst.,  which  excited  much  attention  in  consequence  of 
the  Judge  having  .(4^^ererf<A«  Sentence  on  the  Prisoner  in 
consequence  of  her  deportment  after  it  was  pronounced. 
Mary  Hill,awomanof  the  town,  was  indicted  for  stealing 
a  gold  watch,  the  property  of  T.  Unwin,  from  his  person. 
One  night  about  the  end  of  August  last  year,  the  prose- 
cutor, a  clerk  on  the  Eastern  Counties  Railway,  was 
accosted  in  the  Hackney  Road  by  the  prisoner,  whom  he 
at  first  repulsed,  but  afterwards  accompanied  to  a  court. 
After  remaining  there  a  short  time,  she  took  him  to 
another  court,  where  he  had  not  remained  long  when 
two  men  came  up,  and  one  of  them  struck  at  him,  and 
wanted  to  know  what  he  was  doing  with  his  wife.  The 
prosecutor,  very  frightened,  ran  away,  and  when  he  got 
into  an  adjoining  street  he  missed  his  watch.  On  another 
day  he  saw  the  prisoner  at  a  public-house,  and  gave  her 
in  charge,  but  she  was  rescued  by  a  gang  of  thieves  she 
was  with,  and  on  another  occasion  he  met  her  and 
charged  her  with  the  theft  of  his  watch.  She  said  if  he 
wished  to  have  anything  to  say  to  her  on  such  a  subject 
he  must  go  with  her  to  her  mother's  ;  and  he  went  with 
her  to  a  house  in  Abbey  street,  Bethnal  Green,  and 
when  the  door  was  opened,  and  she  had  got  inside,  it  was 
slammed  in  his  face,  and  he  saw  no  more  of  her  until  he 
again  met  her  at  a  public-house.  He  gave  her  in  charge, 
and  after  some  [resistance,  she  was  locked  up.  The 
prosecutor  most  positively  swore  to  her  identity.  The 
defence  was  that  after  such  a  lapse^of  time  the  prosecutor 
nxight  be  mistaken  as  to  the  person,  but  the  jury  found 
her  Guilty.  The  Assistant- Judge,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Adams,  asked  if  anything  was  known  of  her  previous 
character,  for  if  there  was,  it  was  a  proper  case  for 
transportation,  as  this  system  of  robbery  with  the  aid  of 
bullies  was  a  very  serious  thing.  The  police-officer  in 
this  case  said  she  was  the  associate  of  reputed  thieves 
and  bad  characters,  and  she  was  with  a  regular  gang 
when  she  was  taken  into  custody.  The  Assistant-Judge 
then  sentenced  her  to  seven  years'  transportation.  The 
prisoner,  who  had  gone  down  on  her  knees  imploring 
mercy,  on  hearing  this  rose  up,  and  screamed  out  to  the 

policeman,    "You — —pig!    oh,   you  pig!      You 

perjured  thief."  The  Assistant-Judge:  The  sen- 
tence upon  you  now  is,  that  you  be  transported  for  ten 
years.    The  prisoner  repeated  her  exclamations,  and  was 


so  violent  that  she  had  to  be  removed  by  two  officers. 
[This  case  having  been  'brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  Lord  Palmerston  stated 
that  the  original  sentence  only  was  to  be  carried  Into 
cfiect.] 

At  the  Derby  Assizes,  on  the  r2th  inst.,  Thomas 
Morgan  was  tried  for  Bribery  at  the  last  Derby  Election. 
He  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  having  bribed  a  person 
named  Sharratt.  The  defendant's  counsel  stated,  that 
his  client  had,  by  his  advice,  confessed  himself  guilty  of 
the  charge  ;  but  he  repeated  his  assertion  that  he  origi- 
nally came  to  Derby  without  any  unlawful  intention, 
though  he  had  afterwards  fallen  into  the  hands  of  persons 
who  had  persuaded  him  to  violate  the  law.  The  counsel 
for  the  prosecution  did  not  desire  that  any  severity  of 
punishment  should  be  inflicted  upon  the  prisoner,  who 
was,  no  doubt,  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  more  guilty 
persons ;  but  if  those  who  had  supplied  Morgan  with 
the  money  could  be  discovered,  they  certainly  would  be 
prosecuted.  The  Judge  thought  that  under  the  circum- 
stances justice  would  be  satisfied  by  requiring  the 
defendant  to  enter  into  his  own  recognisances  for  his 
future  good  behaviour,  and  the  defendant  was  bound 
accordingly. 

At  the  York  Assizes,  on  the  14th,  two  young  men 
named  R.  Drew  and  W.  Andrews,  were  tried  for 
Shooting  at  the  Gamekeepers  of  Lordllaicke,  witli  Intent 
to  Murder  them.  Lord  Hawke's  preserves  are  at 
Woniersley,  near  Doncaster.  About  midnight,  on  the 
24th  of  November,  the  keepers  were  in  the  preserves, 
when  they  heard  some  guns  firing  in  the  woods  ;  upon 
which  Mitchell,  the  head  gamekeeper,  an  assistant 
named  Hepworth,  and  five  others,  proceeded  towards 
the  spot  where  they  heard  the  firing,  and  came  up  with 
five  persons,  armed  with  guns.  The  poachers  advanced 
towards  the  keepers  in  a  line,  with  their  guns  presented  ; 
upon  which  Mitchell  called  out  to  them  not  to  use  their 
guns,  but  the  poachers  continued  to  advance,  and  to 
throw  stones  at  the  keepers,  who  made  some  show  of 
attempting  to  lake  them,  but  it  became  evident  that 
the  poachers  would  resist  to  the  last  extremity :  upon 
which  Mitchell,  who  had  been  told  that  his  men  held 
back,  cried  out  to  the  poachers,  "  Now  we  can't  take 
you,  go  away  like  men,"  but  they  kept  on  crying  out, 
"  Shoot,  shoot,"  upon  which  Mitchell  said,  "  Don't 
shoot,  we  have  got  guns  as  well  as  you  ;  if  you  shoot,  we 
shall  shoot."  'i'he  poachers  then  took  stones  from  tbeir 
pockets,  which  they  threw  at  Mitchell,  who  protected 
his  face  with  his  gun-stock.  The  keepers  then  retreated, 
and  Mitchell,  turning  his  head,  received  a  shot  which 
took  efi'ect  upon  his  neck  and  face  and  destroyed  one  of 
his  eyes.  He  cried  out,  "  I  am  killed,"  and  fell  in- 
sensible. Hepworth  then  received  a  shot  on  his  right 
arm  and  back,  which  brought  his  arm,  in  which  he 
carried  his  gun,  to  his  side,  and  as  he  was  putting  his 
gun  into  his  left  arm  it  went  off.  The  two  shots  were 
fired  by  Drew.  Hepworth's  gun  had  scarcely  gone  off 
when  he  received  another  shot  in  the  hand,  which  was 
fired  by  Andrews.  The  keepers  were  positive  as  to 
Drew's  identity,  and  spoke  distinctly  to  seeing  him  fire 
two  shots  from  behind  a  tree.  This  evidence  was  con- 
firmed by  that  of  one  of  the  poachers  who  was  called  as 
an  approver.  The  prosecutor  (Mitchell),  on  presenting 
himself  in  the  witness-box,  appeared  to  be  a  stout,  hale 
man,  in  the  prime  of  life,  but  he  was  blind,  and  was 
led  into  the  box.  Hepworth,  the  under-keeper,  was 
also  badly  wounded,  seventy  shots  having  been  extracted 
from  his  "body.  It  was  contended  for  the  defence  that 
there  was  no  sufficient  corroboration  of  the  evidence  of 
the  approver  so  as  to  fix  the  two  prisoners,  and  that  the 
evidence  of  the  approver  could  not  be  relied  on,  as  he 
had  been  infiuenced  by  the  reward  of  100/.  and  the 
offer  of  a  free  pardon.  Mr.  Baron  Martin  observed,  with 
respect  to  Andrews,  in  summing  up,  that  he  was  not  the 
first  to  fire,  and  had  not  fired  until  there  had  been  a 
shot  in  return,  when  it  might  be  presumed  his  blood 
was  up,  so  that  there  might  be  less  of  deliberate  intent 
in  his  act  than  that  of  the  prisoner  Drew.  The  jury 
found  Drew  Guilty  with  shooting  with  intent  to  murder, 
and  Andrews  of  shooting  with  intent  to  do  some  grievous 
bodily  arm,  but  strongly  recommended  them  to  mercy 
on  the  ground  of  their  previous  good  character.  His 
Lordship,  on  passing  sentence,  said  but  that  for  the 
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recommendation  of  the  jury  he  sliould  have  felt  it  his 
dut}-  to  have  left  Drew  for  execution ;  he  should,  how- 
evei-,  order  sentence  of  death  to  be  recorded,  and  should 
recommend  her  Majesty  to  commute  that  sentence  into 
transportation  for  life  ;  the  sentence  upon  Andrews^was 
that  he  be  transported  for  fifteen  years. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Office,  on  the  17th  instant,  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  proceeded  against  Mr.  True- 
love,  a  newsman  in  the  Strand,  for  Selliiiff  an  Unstamped 
Paper,  to  which  offence  apenaly  of  20/.  is  attached.  The 
paper  is  the  Potteries  Free  Press,  published  weekly, 
and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  local  newspaper.  Mr. 
C.  D.  Collet,  the  proprietor,  stated  that  he  has  started 
it  to  "try  the  question,"  contending  that  the  govern- 
ment should  not  allow  the  Athenaeum,  the  Builder,  the 
Racing  Times,  and  other  journals  which  contained 
news,  to  be  published  without  a  stamj],  or  they  should 
allow  entire  freedom  in  the  matter.  Mr.  Collett  gave 
notice  at  the  Stamp-office  of  his  intention  to  publish  ; 
but  his  virtual  challenge  to  go  before  a  jury  was  not 
accepted :  and  the  Board  has  proceeded  against  the 
newbvendor,  not  the  proprietor,  or  publisher.  The 
Magistrate  reserved  his  decision,  which  he  gave  on  the 
2-lth  instant.  He  was  of  opinion  that  a  newspaper 
liable  to  stamp  duty,  may  be  described  to  be  any  paper 
containing  public  news,  intelligence,  or  occurrences, 
which  is  printed  for  sale,  and  published  periodically  at 
intervals  not  exceeding  twenty-six  days  ;  and  that  there 
is  a  manifest  distinction  between  the  defendant's  paper 
and  the  Athenattm,  the  Builder,  and  the  Racing  Times; 
those  papers  being  confined  to  one  particular  or  class 
subject:  while  the  Pbtteries  Free  Press  is  published 
for  the  purpose  of  narrating  events  generally.  He 
therefore  convicted  the  defendant  in  the  mitigated 
penalty  of  5/.,  and  2s.  costs. 

A  most  melancholy  Suicide  has  been  committed  by  a 
female  named  Mary  Ann  Adams,  whose  body  was  found 
in  the  Thames,  ofi'  Rotherhithe,  on  the  10th  inst.  She 
was  the  wife  of  a  clerk  in  the  City,  who  had  absconded 
after  committing  extensive  forgeries,  leaving  his  wife 
and  children  helpless.  She  had  been  compelled  to  seek 
refuge  in  St.  Mark's  workhouse,  but  immediately  before 
her  death  was  residing  by  permission  in  the  house  of  a 
friend  at  Old  Brentford.  She  left  tliis  place  for  London 
in  very  low  spirits,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
entering the  union  with  her  infant,  aged  seventeen 
months.  Her  friends  saw  no  more  of  her  till  called  to 
identify  her  at  a  coroner's  inquest  held  on  her  bod}-. 
Letters  in  her  handwriting,  of  which  the  following  are 
cojues,  were  produced : 

' '  My  deal'  friend — I  hope  the  Almighty  God  will  pardon  my 
sins  fur  the  crime  I  have  committed,  but  I  cau  never  be  happy 
in  this  world,  neither  could  I  leave  my  infant  in  this  cold 
world.  God  grant  I  maybe  forgiven  for  such  a  rash  act.  I 
freely  forgive  my  husband  as  I  hope  to  be  forgiven.  Where- 
ever  he  is,  he  is  quite  as  unhappy  as  myself.  I  also  sincerely 
hope  my  dear  boys  will  do  well  iu  the  world,  whei-ever  they 
are.  Do  not  tell  my  dear  little  daughter  anything  that  has 
occurred  to  me.  I  hope  the  Lord  may  protect  her,  and  may 
she  see  her  father  again.  He,  and  her  brotliors,  and  herself, 
has  a  mother's  dying  blessing,  also  the  party  who  protects  my 
little  girl.  I  bid"  adieu  to  all  dear  friends ;  niauj'  thanks  for 
theu'  kindnesses.     From  an  unhappy  wife. 

"(Signed)  Mary  Ann  Adams. 

"  P.  S.  Judge  not  harshly. " 

The  next  was  as  follows : 

"  I  liave  preferred  Wiiterloo-bridge.  Send  to  Mrs.  Tappin, 
and  dou't  tell  Anna  for  the  world.  Good  bye,  God  bless  you 
.oil.  I  hope  to  be  at  rest  with  my  poor  infant.  Do  not  shed  a 
tear." 

On  a  scrap  of  paper  was  written  in  her  handwriting : 

"  Of  sorrows  and  troubles  I  have  had  my  share.  To  leave 
an  infant  to  the  buffets  of  the  world  is  a  worse  crime  than  the 
one  I  iiave  committed.  I  hope  God  will  forgive  me,  for  my 
heart  is  too  full  to  support  my  spirits  any  longer.  I  hope  we 
shall  both  rest  in  peace." 

The  body  of  the  child,  which  doubtles.!  perished  with 
her,  has  not  been  found.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
to  the  effect  that  Mary  Ann  Adams  committed  suicide, 
being  of  unsound  mind. 

The  trial  of  the  four  Frenchmen,  AUam,  Barronet, 
Barthelemy,  and  Marnet,  on  a  charge  of  Murder, 
arising  out  of  a  duel  at  Egham,  in  October  last  (the 
particulars   of  which  were  stated  "in   this   and    other 


journals  at  the  time),  took  place  at  the  Kingston  assizes 
on  the  21st  inst.  The  prisoners  were  indicted  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Frederick  Cournet.  They  were  found 
guilty  of  manslaughter ;  and  the  Judge,  considering 
that  they  had  already  been  in  prison  more  than  five 
months,  and  that,  being  foreigners,  they  were  probably 
ignorant  of  the  law  of  England  on  the  subject  of  duelling, 
sentenced  them  to  be  further  imprisoned  for  two 
months. 

A  dreadful  case  of  Murder,  attended  with  very  sin- 
gular circumstances,  has  been  tried  at  the  Stafford 
assizes,  the  trial  occupying  three  days.  The  prisoners 
were  Henry  Blackburn,  Charles  Moore,  and  Edward 
Walsh,  charged  with  the  wilful  murder  of  John  and 
Jane  Blackburn,  on  the  morning  of  the  2.5th  of  October, 
at  Ai-h  Flats,  near  Stafford.  Peter  Kirwan  was  also 
arraigned  upon  the  coroner's  inquisition,  the  grand  jury 
having  ignored  the  bill,  but  no  evidence  M'as  offered 
against  him,  and  he  was  subsequently  discharged.  The 
coroner's  jury  had  in  their  verdict  exculpated  Black- 
burn, who  was  a  son  of  the  deceased,  from  any  partici- 
pation in  the  crime,  but  the  magistrates  having  com- 
mitted him,  and  the  grand  jury  having  found  a  bill 
against  him,  he  was  accordingly  put  on  his  trial.  The 
murdered  man,  John  Blackburn,  who  was  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  was  formerly  a  maltster,  had  retired  from 
business,  and,  with  his  wife,  aged  seventy-three,  lived  at 
Ash  Flats.  Although  possessed  of  some  property,  their 
house  was  but  very  meanly  furnished.  They,  kept  no 
servant,  and  lived  by  themselves,  sleeping  in  different 
apartments.  They  were  miserly  iu  their  habits,  and 
old  Blackburn  was  known  to  have  considerable  sums  of 
money  in  his  place  at  times.  They  had  a  large  family 
grown  up,  some  being  married.  The  last  time  the  old 
couple  were  seen  alive  was  on  the  evening  of  Sunday, 
the  24th  of  October,  when  they  were  observed  to  be  in 
good  health.  On  the  following  morning,  about  half- 
past  7,  a  gentleman  named  Spilsby  was  going  by  the 
cottage,  when  he  perceived  smoke  issuing  from  the 
roof.  He  obtained  assistance,  and  the  door  was  broken 
open  by  a  crow-bar,  which  happened  to  be  on  the  spot. 
After  some  time  the  fire  was  subdued  ;  and  on  going 
upstairs  to  the  old  man's  bedroom,  a  shocking  spectacle 
presented  itself.  On  the  burnt  bedstead  were  lying  the 
bodies  of  the  old  couple ;  they  were  charred  consider- 
ably, and  the  fire  had  almost  made  them  trunkless.  The 
man  was  lying  on  his  back  on  the  top  of  the  bed.  The 
head  of  the  old  man  had  been  severely  wounded  in 
several  places,  and  there  were  two  places  near  the  eyes 
where  the  skull  had  actually  been  forced  in.  On  the  body 
of  Mrs.  Blackburn  there  was  a  severe  wound  on  the  right 
eye,  and  also  on  the  back  of  the  head,  and  it  was  also  clear 
that  something  had  been  tied  round  the  throat  as  if  to 
cause  strangulation.  A  pool  of  blood  was  discovered  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stairs  leading  to  her  door  and  blood  on  the 
wall  of  the  staircase,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  old  lady 
was  in  bed  at  the  time,  and  hearing  a  noise  she  came  out 
and  encountered  the  wretches,  who  afterwards  took  her 
body  upstairs  and  threw  it  on  the  bed  where  it  was 
found.  There  was  a  strong  smell  of  resin  and  pitch  in 
the  cottage,  and  the  bodies  appeared  to  have  been 
besmeared  with  such  inflammable  matter,  so  as  to  hasten 
their  destruction.  A  well  outside  the  cottage  was 
searched,  and  in  it  was  found  an  axe,  with  blood  and 
hair  upon  it,  and  a  dog  with  his  head  smashed  in.  The 
animal  belonged  to  the  prisoner  Blackburn,  and  he  had 
taken  it  to  his  parents'  abode  about  three  weeks  previous. 
A  flat  iron  besmeared  with  gore  was  also  found  in  the 
house.  On  the  morning  of  the  murder,  the  police 
arrested  Henry  Blackburn,  who  himself  had  e.xpressed 
some  belief  that  Moore,  who  was  in  the  service  of  the 
deceased,  had  some  hand  in  the  horrible  deed.  Some 
days  transpired,  and  nothing  satisfactory  was  elicited 
until  the  receipt  of  some  anonymous  letters  by  Mr. 
Richards  of  the  Stafford  police,  and  Mr.  Hatton,  the 
chief  of  the  county  force.  The  letters  described  how  the 
murders  were  committed,  and  named  the  guilty  parties. 
They  were  peculiarly  worded,  and  evidently  showed  the 
writer  to  be  a  very  illiterate  person.  At  the  examination 
of  Blackburn,  Moore  was  examined  as  a  witness,  and  on 
Ills  signing  his  deposition  Mr.  Richards  was  struck  with 
the  similarity  of  his  writing  to  that  of  the  letters.  Mr. 
Hatton,  the  chief  of  the   constabulary,  was  consulted, 
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and  Moore  having  been  spoken  to  respecting  some  ma- 
terial difference  he  had  made  in  his  evidence,  lie  desired 
to  make  a  more  lengthened  statement  in  writing,  and, 
in  doin?  so,  sufficient  was  traced  to  warrant  his  arrest, 
when  lie  admitted  writing  two  of  the  anonymous  letters. 
His  place  was  searched,  and  a  child's  rattle  was  found, 
the  end  of  which  had  been  used  in  sealing  and  stamping 
the  lettei's.  Other  circumstances  then  arose  which  led 
to  the  apprehension  of  Walsh,  whose  daughter  cohabited 
with  Moore ;  he  made  a  statement  showing  a  knowledge 
of  what  was  going  to  be  done  at  the  Ash  Flats.  He 
stated  tliat  Moore  had  told  him,  "  If  you  wiU  come  with 
me  to-night,  we  shall  get  what  will  put  us  over  the 
water  comfortably.  The  place  I  mean  is  the  Blackburn ; 
they  are  a  very  old  couple,  and  have  no  servants,  either 
boy  or  girl,  in  the  house  ;  their  son  Henry  left  for 
Wolverhampton  on  Saturday,  and  will  not  be  back  until 
Monday,  and  shall  be  certain  to  get  from  eight  to  ten 
sovereigns,  the  price  of  the  cart  they  are  about  to  buy ; 
at  all  events,  we  shall  get  some  money,  and  if  all  fails 
we  shall  be  sure  to  get  a  bit  of  bacon."  Walsh  also 
mentioned  that  Moore  stated,  "  This  will  stop  them  from 
telling  tales,"  and  he  held  up  a  knife  in  his  hand  to 
which  he  had  put  a  new  handle,  which  was  made  of  a 
portion  of  the  handle  of  a  hatchet."  On  Walsh's  left 
hand  was  noticed  the  marks  of  a  burning,  and  on  his 
trousers  were  traced  the  stains  of  blood.  It  also  ap- 
peared that  Moore  wore  a  kind  of  red  plush  waistcoat, 
the  material  of  which  corresponded  with  a  piece  of  stuff 
found  on  the  broken  window  of  the  deceased's  cottage. 
Other  statements  which  Moore  had  given  of  the  transac- 
tion were  then  detailed  by  several  witnesses,  and  they 
all  set  forth  different  stories.  Walsh  was  missed  from 
his  abode  early  on  the  morning  of  the  murder,  and 
Moore  and  he  were  found  to  be  in  sudden  possession  of 
money.  As  regards  the  case  against  Henry  Blackburn,  it 
woula  appear  that  it  mainly  rested  upon  some  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  him  previous  to  the  murders, 
that  he  would  come  into  possession  of  some  property  on 
his  father's  death,  and  that  he  was  picked  out  of  a  batch 
of  prisoners  as  having  bought  several  pounds  of  resin  at 
a  shop  in  Wolverhampton  on  the  Friday  previous  to 
the  perpetration  of  the  atrocious  crime.  Moore  had 
endeavoured  to  fix  him  in  his  statements,  but  there  was 
nothing  like  consistency  in  his  representations.  The 
trial  terminated  on  the  21st  iust.,  when  Moore  aud 
Walsh  were  found  guilty,  and  Blackburn  was  acquitted. 
The  convicts  were  sentenced  to  death,  and  the  judge 
passed  sentence  on  them,  holding  out  not  the  slightest 
hope  of  mercy.  The  same  evening  they  confessed  their 
guilt. 

A  poor  man  of  colour,  named  John  Clover,  was 
charged  at  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  on  the  25th, 
with  Begginff.  Two  mendicity  officers,  having  seen 
him,  with  a  printed  paper  on  his  breast,  craving  charity, 
and  some  passengers  give  him  alms,  took  him  into 
custody.  It  appeared,  from  his  account  of  hi:nself,  that 
he  was  a  native  of  Africa,  and  had  been  a  slave,  but  he 
ran  away  from  his  master  to  avoid  his  cruelty,  and  to 
save  his  life.  He  was  flogged,  kicked,  and  beaten  by 
him,  and  on  one  occasion  he  inflicted  several  wounds 
upon  him  with  a  knife.  The  prisoner  exhibited  several 
wounds  on  his  arm.  His  master  was  in  the  habit  of 
putting  hot  chains  on  his  legs,  and  other  slaves  were 
linked  to  him  while  they  were  at  work.  They  had  to 
work  very  hard  and  got  very  little  to  eat,  but  they  dared 
not  complain,  or  they  would  be  ill-used  and  told  they 
were  lazy,  and  have  their  hands  and  legs  tied  together 
and  beaten  till  their  flesh  was  cut.  One  night  their 
master  went  out,  when  he  (the  prisoner)  and  six  other 
of  the  slaves,  made  their  escape.  They  walked  night 
after  night,  and  in  the  day  time  stopped  in  the  woods 
for  fear  of  any  one  belonging  to  their  master  seeing 
them.  At  last  they  got  to  a  country  called  Cilwa.  They 
sailed  from  there  to  Calcutta,  w'here  they  stopped  twelve 
months,  until  they  found  a  ship  to  bring  them  to  Eng- 
land, where  there  were  no  slaves.  He  was  willing  to 
work,  and  he  had  no  means  of  getting  a  living  but  by 
selling  a  few  books.  Mr.  Corrie  (the  magistrate)  ; 
Have  you  no  friends  ?  Prisoner  (in  broken  English)  : 
I  have  no  friend,  only  God.  Mr.  Corrie  :  Wiiere  were 
you  born  ?  Prisoner :  I  do  not  know.  I  never  saw  my 
father  aud  mother.     ISIr.  Corrie :  Then  what  will  you 


do  if  I  discharge  you  ?  You  will  go  and  beg  again  ? 
Prisoner :  I  must  try  and  get  a  bit  of  bread.  Mr.  Corrie, 
under  the  circumstances,  discharged  him,  with  an  advice 
to  go  to  the  workhouse,  which  he  promised  to  do,  and  he 
was  set  at  liberty.  Mr.  Deacon,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Sir  Hugh  Myddelton  Tavern,  near  Sadler's  Wells 
Theatre,  who  was  present  during  the  examination, 
humanely  gave  the  poor  man  nourishment,  and  took  him 
into  his  service. 

At  the  King.ston  Assizes,  on  the  24.th  instant,  an  action 
was  tried,  brought  to  recover  a  sum  claimed  for  Literary 
Labour.  The  plaintifl',  Mr.  Metcalf,  is  a  clergyman 
residing  at  Oxford  ;  the  defendant  is  Mr.  Parker,  the 
publisher  in  the  Strand.  About  the  year  18i7,  the 
plaintiff  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Mr.  Parker 
to  translate  Bahr's  "  History  of'  Roman  Literature,"  for 
the  sum  of  200/.  ;  and  it  appeared  that  he  did  not  com- 
plete the  work,  which  extended  in  quantity  to  nearly 
two  thousand  octavo  pages,  till  March,  1851,  when  he 
furnished  a  complete  manuscript  to  the  defendant.  No 
steps  having  been  taken  to  put  it  in  hand,  with  a  view 
to  the  publication,  the  plaintiff  applied  to  Mr.  Parker 
to  know  when  he  might  expect  to  have  proofs  of  the 
work  to  revise,  and  the  defendant  excused  himself  for 
not  going  on  with  it  at  this  period,  by  stating  that  on 
account  of  the  attraction  of  the  Great  Exhibition  it  was 
hopeless  to  expect  the  public  to  read  books.  When  the 
Exhibition  closed  Mr.  Metcalf  again  applied  to  the  de- 
fendant upon  the  subject,  and  he  then  wrote  an  answer 
stating  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  he  would  put 
the  work  in  hand,  and  he  would  send  him  a  proof. 
Afterwards  the  defendant  returned  the  manuscript, 
stating  that,  having  taken  advice,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  translation  was  not  of  a  character  likely  to  succeed, 
and  he  therefore  declined  to  publish  it ;  this  proceeding 
being  taken  by  him  in  October,  1852 — nearly  nineteen 
months  after  the  manuscript  had  been  first  placed  in  his 
possession.  The  plaintiff,  under  these  circumstances, 
now  sought  to  recover  the  sum  which  the  defendant 
had  agreed  to  pay  him  for  his  services  in  making  the 
translation;  aud  upon  his  being  examined,  he  stated  he 
had  for  fourteen  years  been  acquainted  with  and  studied 
the  German  language,  he  had  resided  for  several  months 
in  the  country,  and  was  perfectly  versed  in  the  language, 
and  he  declared  that  the  translation  was  a  correct  one, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  made  between 
him  and  the  defendant.  The  evidence  of  the  plaintiff 
was  corroborated  by  several  gentlemen  connected  with 
literary  pursuits.  On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  was 
alleged  that  the  translation  had  been  done  in  a  careless 
and  hasty  manner,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  com- 
plied with  his  undertaking  to  furnish  such  a  work  as 
the  defendant  would  be  justified,  having  regard  to  his 
own  interest,  in  offering  to  the  public.  In  support  of 
this  case,  he  produced  some  German  and  other  witnesses, 
who  stated  that,  having  referred  casually  to  different 
portions  of  the  translation,  they  discovered  what  they 
described  to  be  incorrect  translations  of  the  German 
original,  and  they  also  complained  of  the  forms  of  ex- 
pression made  use  of  in  some  instances  by  the  plaintiff 
in  his  translation.  Many  of  the  matters  objected  to, 
however,  appeared  to  be  of  the  most  trifling  character. 
Mr.  Baron  Alderson  had  commenced  summing  up  when 
the  jury  interposed,  and  said  they  considered  it  quite 
unnecessary  for  him  to  go  through  the  evidence,  as  they 
had  unanimously  agreed  upon  the  verdict,  which  was 
for  the  full  amount  claimed. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

Ax  inquest  on  the  body  of  Mr.  James  Glbbs,  of  Bristol, 
one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Great  Western  Railway,  who 
was  Killed  by  the  accident  on  that  railway,  on  the  24th 
ult.  (See  Household  Narrative  for  last  month),  was  held 
on  the  26th.  Mr.  Gibbs  was  a  vitriol-manufacturer  at 
Bristol ;  he  was  sixty-one  years  of  age.  It  was  said  that 
recently  he  had  a  presentiment  that  he  should  meet  with 
some  mishap  on  the  railway;  and  he  wished  to  resign 
his  seat  as  a  Director  for  the  Bristol  interest,  but  was 
induced  by  his  colleagues  and  friends  to  remain  in  office. 
A  few  weeks  before  the  accident  he  insured  his  life  in  the 
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Railway  Passengers'  Insurance  Company  for  1000?.  On 
his  right  temple  there  was  a  small  incised  wound,  and 
the  surrounding  parts  -were  sufiuscd  with  blood ;  the 
right  fore-arm  was  fractured  ;  and  there  was  a  disloca- 
tion of  the  vertebnt  of  the  neck — the  latter  alone  suffi- 
cient to  cause  instant  death.  From  an  examination  of 
the  road,  it  appeared  that  the  carriages  had  been  running 
on  the  ballast  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  the  coupling 
broke  and  the  carriages  mounted  the  bank :  the  rails 
were  not  at  all  damaged,  and  the  transoms  on  which  the 
longitudinal  sleepers  rested  were  not  much  cut  until  just 
before  the  carriages  ran  off  the  road.  Mr.  Simonds,  a 
Director,  who  was  travelling  in  the  train,  stated  that  he 
noticed  nothing  peculiar  or  irregular  in  the  train.  The 
Board  had  inquired  into  the  accident;  they  were  per- 
fectly at  a  loss  to  what  to  refer  it.  Every  precaution  was 
adopted  on  the  line  to  prevent  disasters  ;  servants  proved 
to  have  committed  faults  were  at  once  dismissed.  Mr. 
Brotherhood,  a  contractor  for  maintaining  the  permanent 
way  in  the  Bristol  district,  a  passenger,  said  that  he  could 
not  in  any  way  account  for  the  accident.  Turner,  the 
travelling  porter,  described  the  accident  as  he  witnessed 
it:  he  suggested  as  a  cause  the  breaking  of  the  "  scroll 
iron,"  which  goes  through  the  end  of  the  carriage  to 
maintain  the  spring.  Coroner — "  Can  you  recommend 
nothing  for  the  prevention  of  a  similar  accident  in 
future  ?  "  Witness — "  I  don't  see  that  anything  more 
can  be  done  than  is  done.  We  have  the  means  of  instant 
communication  with  the  driver,  and  every  possible  pre- 
caution is  taken  to  prevent  accident."  "Can  you  state 
whether  the  couplings  were  broken  when  you  tirst  saw 
a  carriage  off  the  rails  ?  "  "I  believe  they  were  not  then 
broken."  The  rails  were  in  a  good  state  at  Ealing.  This 
witness  and  the  driver  estimated  the  speed  of  the  train 
at  from  forty-five  to  forty-eight  miles  an  hour.  The  train 
had  kept  proper  time.  The  driver  could  make  no 
suggestion,  and  could  not  tell  whether  the  scroll  iron  or 
the  coupling  broke  first.  Mr.  Brotherhood,  the  con- 
ti-actor,  was  recalled.  He  said  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  qualities  of  iron,  and  considered  that  of  which  the 
"  scroll  "  and  couplings  were  formed  to  be  very  good. 
The  weather  on  the  day  of  the  accident  was,  however, 
very  bad  for  iftetal.  He  had  seen  a  bar  of  the  same 
thickness  as  the  "  scroll  iron,"  and  five  feet  long,  broken 
on  a  frosty  morning  by  falling  on  a  stone  out  of  a  navi- 
gator's hand.  Coroner — "That  does  not  say  much  for 
the  safety  of  iron  bridges.  It  is,  however,  doubtless 
quite  true.  Even  human,  bones  are  more  liable  to 
fracture  in  frosty  weather  than  any  other.  How  do  you 
account  for  the  end  of  the  link  of  the  coupling-chain 
being  torn  away  ?  "  Mr.  Brotherhood — "  I  believe  this 
was  done  by  a  sudden  shock  when  the  wheels  of  the  first- 
class  carriage  bounced  against  the  transom.  The  coupling 
itself  was  strong  enough  for  a  train  five  times  the  weight 
of  the  express.  It  is  not  possible  to  screw  up  the  carriages 
too  tightly,  as  there  is  a  spring  draw-bar  in  the  bed  of  the 
carriage,  against  whicVi  the  coupling  acts.  Had  not  the 
coupling  broken,  it  is  very  possible  no  accident  might 
have  occurred.  I  have  known  a  four-wheeled  truck  go 
off  the  rails,  and  run  for  miles  without  causing  any 
injury."  Mr.  Gooch,  locomotive  superintendent,  agreed 
with  Mr.  Brotherhood  as  to  the  probable  cause  of  the 
accident.  In  summing  up,  the  Coroner  remarked  that 
the  Jury  might  naturally  assume  that  the  greatest  care 
would  have  been  exhibited  in  working  a  train  in  which 
somany  officers  of  the  Company  were  known  to  be 
travelling.  Although  unsatisfactory  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  accident,  yet  the  investigation  would  not,  he  thought, 
be  without  some  advantage  to  the  public.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  when  persons  travellitig  in  a  rail- 
way carriage  become  alarmed,  the  first  thing  they  do  is 
to  look  out  of  window :  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous, 
for  if  an  accident  happened,  they  receive  injuries  from 
their  head  knocking  from  one  side  of  the  window  to  the 
other.  From  the  appearance  of  the  right  temple,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  such  was  the  case  with  the  unfortunate 
deceased  gentleman.  The  Jury  gave  a  verdict  ;  of 
"  Accidental  death."  The  Foreman  stated,  on  behalf  of 
his  brother  jurors  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, that  it  was  considered  that  the  down-line  of 
rails  near  where  the  accident  occurred  were  in  a  very 
imperfect  state  :  the  Foreman  would  not  have  felt  at  all 
surprised  had  the  accident  occurred  on   the  down-line 


Mr.  Tyrrell,  the  traffic   superintendent,  promised  that 
every  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  matter. 

A  friglitful  and  disaUfOus  Railway  Accident  took 
place  on  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  line,  near  Man- 
chester, on  Friday  the  4th  instant.  An  express  train  of 
eight  carriages  left  Bolton  Junction  with  passengers 
from  Liverpool  and  Edinburgh  a  little  before  six  in  the 
evening,  for  Manchester.  When  it  entered  the  cutting 
at  Dixon  Fold,  it  rocked  a  good  ,  deal  in  passing  along 
the  curves  ;  and  shortly  after  the  engine  went  off  the 
rails,  turned  partly  round,  and  fell  across  the  line. 
Three  of  the  carriages  were  hurled  off  the  rails,  smashed 
to  pieces,  and  scattered  some  on  one  embankment  and 
some  on  the  other.  One  of  the  driving-wheels  of  the 
engine  had  been  broken  short  oS',  and  the  engine  itself 
was  a  complete  wreck,  Croston,  the  engine  driver,  was 
found  beneath  the  locomotive,  dead.  One  of  the'arms 
of  Wood,  the  stoker,  was  broken.  Simmons,  a  coke- 
man,  who  was  on  the  engine,  was  killed.  Mr.  Barbour, 
of  Edinburgh,  was  in  one  of  the  carriages,  with  his 
wife,  three  children,  and  two  female  servants  ;  they 
sufi'ered  fearfully :  the  second  child  was  killed  ;  Mr. 
Barbour  received  a  slight  concussion  of  the  brain  ;  the 
collar-bone  of  Mrs.  Barbour  was  fractured,  and  she  was 
badly  bruised  ;  the  eldest  child  was  much  scalded,  and 
died  on  Sunday ;  the  youngest,  an  infant,  was  taken 
out  of  a  deep  drain,  alive  ;  one  servant  suffered  a  com- 
pound dislocation  of  the  ankle-joints,  necessitating 
amputation  of  the  foot ;  the  other  was  bruised  on  the 
spine.  Mrs.  Barbour  was  thrown  from  the  carriage, 
and  after  remaining  insensible  for  a  time,  and  finding 
herself  on  recovering  consciousness  lying  across  the  rails, 
and  fearing  that  in  the  darkness  some  train  might  run 
over  her,  she  succeeded  in  crawling  to  one  of  the  banks  ; 
here  she  lay  upon  the  damp  cold  earth,  perfectly  sensible, 
but  unable  to  rise,  for  nearly  a  couple  of  hours,  before 
any  assistance  could  be  rendered  her :  by  her  side  lay 
the  corpse  of  her  second  child.  She  did  not  know  that 
her  infant  had  been  saved  till  late  at  night,  as  it  had 
been  conveyed  to  a  neighbouring  cottage.  Mr.  Cratti, 
a  Greek  merchant  from  Glasgow,  had  compound 
fractures  of  both  legs.  Mr.  Martin,  a  traveller,  from 
Cornwall,  had  an  arm  and  two  ribs  fractured.  Mr. 
Fitton,  a  cotton-spinner  of  Oldham,  had  a  leg  broken. 
Mrs.  Horrock's  foot  had  to  be  amputated,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  compound  dislocation  of  the  ankle.  Mr. 
Kay,  of  Prestwich,  had  a  thigh  broken.  Pugh,  a 
shoe-maker  of  Sallbrd,  both  bones  of  the  left  leg 
fractured.  Several  other  passengers  were  hurt,  but  not 
so  seriously.  Nearly  three  hours  elapsed  before  the  suf- 
ferers were  conveyed  to  Manchester :  both  lines  of  rails 
being  blocked  up,  trains  coming  from  Bolton  could  not 
pass  forward  ;  a  guard,  who  was  himself  hurt,  had  to 
walk  a  distance,  of  more  than  six  miles,  to  give  notice  ; 
and  then  some  little  delay  occurred  before  surgeons, 
officers,  and  workmen,  could  be  despatched  from  Man- 
chester in  a  train  :  thus  the  wounded  people  were 
sitting  or  lying  on  the  wet  banks  for  a  long  time.  An 
inquest  was  commenced  on  Monday,  the  7th.  Livesey, 
the  guard,  noticed  nothing  particular  until  the  engine 
went  off  the  rails  :  there  was  a  little  oscillation  ;  they 
were  going  at  about  thirty  or  thirty-two  miles  an  hour. 
The  road  was  in  bad  order.  Bateson,  the  second  guard, 
said  the  speed  was  about  thirty  miles  an  hour.  He  had 
not  noticed  any  unusual  oscillation.  But  Mr.  Gregg,  a 
passenger,  was  "convinced  the  speed  was  not  less  than 
forty  miles  an  hour."  The  oscillation  was  much  greater 
than  usual.  "  I  travel  (he  said)  by  that  line  once  a 
week  on  an  average  :  there  is  more  oscillation,  un- 
steadiness, and  irregularity  of  speed,  upon  it,  than 
upon  any  other  line  I  travel  by.  Before  the  accident 
occurred,  my  impression  was  that  we  were  extremely 
unsafe — rather  more  so  than  usual."  Mr.  Belshaw,. 
another  passenger,  coiroborated  this  statement  as  to 
speed  and  oscillation.  He  remarked  to  a  gentleman, 
'•  Good  gracious!  this  is  very  dreadful — we  shall  be  of£ 
the  line  !  "  Tlie  gentleman,  who  turned  out  to  be  Mr. 
Badge,  the  storekeeper  of  the  railway,  replied, 
"  There  is  no  danger— we  are  only  going  a  Uttle 
quick."  Mr.  Badge  gave  similar  evidence  on  the  in- 
quest. The  train  was  going  about  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles  an  hour.  He  apprehended  nothing.  IStr. 
Blackmore,  an  officer  of  the  company,  stated  that  the 
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speed  of  express  trains  is  limited  to  thirty  miles  an 
hour-,  drivers  are  not  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  but 
merely  to  account  for  it.  Mr.  Hurst,  superintendent 
of  the  locomotive  department  at  Manchester,  stated 
that  the  locomotive  No.  13  had  been  repaired  three 
weeks  ago.  "  No.  13  was  a  four-wheeled  engine, 
which  was  considered  quite  as  safe  as  a  six -wheeled 
one.  The  engines  varied  in  weight  from  ten  to  twenty- 
four  tons ;  No.  13  weighed  fourteen  tons.  He  had 
examined  the  engine  since  the  accident,  and  he  found 
that  the  axle  had  been  broken  within  the  axle-box. 
The  fracture  was  on  the  left  as  the  train  approached 
Manchester.  His  opinion  was  that  the  axle  broke 
before  the  engine  went  off  the  line.  His  reason  for 
this  opinion  was,  that  he  had  found  an  impression 
upon  the  road,  showing  that  the  wheel  had  run  inside 
the  off  rail  (or  right)  for  a  distance  of  twenty-seven 
yards  before  any  wheel  appeared  to  have  got  off  the 
inside  rail,  and  the  wheel  at  the  broken  side  of  the 
axle  had  ploughed  up  the  ground  for  a  distance  of 
twenty-seven  yai-ds.  When  the  axle  broke,  the  wheel 
at  the  broken  part  would  incline  inwards  under  the 
body  of  the  engine.  The  axle  was  five  and  a  half 
inches  in  diameter,  of  the  usual  thickness,  and  the 
metal  was  perfectly  good  and  sound.  A  violent  blow 
on  the  flange  of  the  wheel,  or  a  violent  oscillation, 
might  cause  the  axle  to  break ;  or  a  train  going  at  a 
quick  rate  over  a  curve  might  tend  to  break  it.  The 
wheel  could  not .  get  away  from  the  engine  after  the 
axle  broke,  and  he  believed  a  separation  first  took 
place  when  the  engine  fell  over  upon  its  side.  He  had 
known  a  wheel  to  run  a  mile  after  the  fracture  of 
the  axle.  He  never  had  any  representation  made 
to  him  about  the  oscillation  of  this  engine,  or  any 
objection  to  its  general  character."  The  inquest 
was  adjourned,  that  witnesses  unconnected  with  the 
company  might  be  examined  on  engineering  points, 
and  that  the  government  inspector  might  attend. 
It  was  resumed  on  the  Uth.  Several  passengers  de- 
clared their  belief  that  the  train  had  been  going  at 
excessive  speed.  Mr.  Nasmyth,  the  eminent  engineer, 
said  he  had  examined  the  locomotive  and  tlie  road  :  he 
pronounced  the  engine  not  to  be  in  first-rate  condition 
— not  very  clean — and  dangerous  at  a  high  speed.  Of 
the  permanent  way  he  spoke  in  the  most  condemnatory 
terms.  "  I  consider  the  present  condition  of  the  line  is 
such  that  it  is  not  fit  for  public  safety.  That  is  con- 
densing a  very  great  deal  of  observation  into  a  very 
short  sentence.  The  sleepers,  I  consider,  are  in  a  very 
decayed  condition ;  and  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
manner  in  which  the  rails  and  chairs  are  fastened,  by 
spikes  driven  into  the  timbers,  the  sleepers  are  split  and 
rent  in  the  direction  of  their  length.  I  consider  the 
mode  of  the  construction  of  the  chairs,  and  the  mode  of 
attaching  them  to  the  sleepers,  are  defective  in  principle 
and  bad  in  workmanship.  The  rails  are  very  much  ex- 
foliated at  the  top,  the  joints  gaping  considerably — to 
the  extent  of  an  inch,  and  more  than  an  inch  in  several 
cases.  Thej'  are  not  such  in  material  or  construction  as 
I  should  think  they  ought  to  be.  They  are  so  badly 
packed  up,  that  when  a  train  traverses  them  they  rise 
and  fall  to  the  extent  of  nearly  an  inch  up  and  down, 
as  each  successive  wheel  passes  ;  particularly  at  the 
chair  junctions.  The  place  where  the  accident  occurred 
is  where  a  pretty  rapid  curve  terminates.  During  the 
sweeping  round  of  the  train  there  would  be  a  consider- 
able centrifugal  tendency  given  to  the  train  ;  and  at 
the  place  where  the  curve  ceases,  that  centrifugal  action 
would  not  cease  at  the  moment,  but  would  produce  a 
sort  oT  outward  squeezing,  acting  on  the  straight  rails. 
There  is  one  portion  of  the  line  in  a  very  sound  and 
satisfactory  state — that  which  is  laid  on  cross  sleepers." 
Mr.  Fairbuirn,  the  engine-manufacturer,  was  of  opinion 
that  the  axle  of  the  locomotive  was  broken  before  it 
arrived  at  the  place  where  the  accident  occurred.  The 
engine  might  be  safe  up  to  forty  miles  an  hour,  but  not 
beyond  that.  He  would  not  go  the  length  of  Mr. 
Nasmyth  in  condemning  the  road :  he  would  not  fear  to 
travel  on  the  rails  at  fifty  miles  an  hour  ;  but  the  rails 
were  not  made  on  the  best  principle,  and  additional 
security  might  be  given  to  the  public  by  the  repair  of 
the  line — it  wants  repair  in  many  parts.  He  did  not 
think  this  accident  had  been  caused  bv  the  state  of  the 


road.  The  inquiry  was  again  adjourned  to  the  14th, 
when  Captain  Wynn,  the  Government  Inspector,  gave 
a  very  bad  account  of  the  state  of  the  i-ailway.  "  I 
have  gone  over  the  line  (he  said)  commencing  about  a 
mile  east  of  Clifton  Junction,  and  thence  walking  to 
Bolton.  The  great  object  to  be  attained  in  a  line  of  this 
description  is  that  the  sleeper  should  have  a  solid  bed. 
The  construction  of  this  line  is  such  that  that  object  is 
not  attained,  or  at  least  only  partially  so.  When  this 
line  was  originally  laid  down,  it  was  never  contemplated 
that  the  traffic  would  be  so  great,  or  the  locomotives  in 
use  so  heavy;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  being  the 
second  line  of  rails  the  timbers  now  cany,  in  taking  off 
one  set  of  rails  and  putting  down  the  other,  the  timber 
has  been  so  Avounded  and  shaken,  added  to  the  long 
time  during  which  it  has  been  exposed  to  the  atmosphere, 
that  I  have  no  doubt  its  bearing  strength  is  impaired 
fully  one-half.  Therefore,  although  if  has  to  bear  a 
greater  traffic  and  heavier  weight,  its  strength  is  greatly 
decreased.'  I  found  that  the  rails  worked  very  much  in 
the  chairs,  and  the  chairs  worked  very  much  on  the 
timbers.  The  point  to  which  I  attach  great  importance 
is  the  proper  .security  of  the  chair;  for  the  compound 
moving  of  the  timber  bending,  and  the  rail  moving  up 
and  down  in  the  chair,  will  communicate  a  very  com- 
plicated motion,  and  great  uneasiness  to  a  passing  train. 
I  found  the  keys  required  very  generally  renewing. 
The  worms  were  worn  off  the  screw  which  secured  the 
chair  to  the  sleeper  in  many  instances.  In  some  cases 
the  nut  into  which  the  bolt  should  have  been  screwed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sleeper  was  defective,  and  would 
not  hold.  Underneath  the  chairs  fresh  pieces  of  timber 
were  required  to  raise  it  up  and  give  it  a  firm  bend  ; 
and  I  should  say  75  per  cent,  of  the  chairs  were  deficient 
in  these  respects."  Only  two  men  per  mile  were  em- 
ployed to  maintain  the  line, — an  insufficient  number. 
Trains  ought  not  to  run  on  these  rails  at  thirty  miles  an 
hour.  Where  the  rails  had  been  relaid  on  cross  tim- 
bers the  permanent  way  is  good.  The  curves  are  not 
objectionable.  He  thought  the  iron  of  the  engine-axle 
was  of  good  material.  In  answer  to  the  coroner,  he 
said — "  I  think  the  part  of  the  line  I  was  describing  is 
unfit  for  twenty-five  miles  an  hour ;  I  think  twenty 
miles  an  hour  might  be  safe.  I  should  like  to  make 
one  observation.  I  do  not  think  this  is  an  extremely 
bad  line,  as  an  exceptional  case :  I  regret  to  say  that 
there  are  a  great  number  of  lines  in  the  kingdom  where 
very  high  speeds  are  maintained,  of  which  this  line  is 
only  a  type."  A  Juror — "  Do  you  suppose  the  accident 
would  have  happened  if  all  the  permanent  way  had 
been  in  good  condition  ?  "  Captain  Wynn — "  If  it 
arose  from  the  breaking  of  the  axle,  which  seems  not 
improbable,  the  state  of  the  roads  would  certainly  be  one 
likely  to  produce  it."  Crossley,  a  plate-layer,  stated  that 
the  line  was  kept  short  of  men  and  materials.  When  he 
had  asked  for  bolts,  keys,  and  chair-packings,  he  had 
been  threatened  with  discharge  :  this  had  prevented  him 
from  applying  to  a  higher  officer.  Messrs.  Brassey  and 
Field  are  the  contractors  for  the  maintenance  of  the  line. 
Some  officers  of  the  company  explained  the  nature  of  the 
contract  with  Brassey  and  Field,  who  are  paid  120/.  per 
mile  per  annum  for  keeping  the  roadway  in  order,  not 
finding  rails,  chairs,  and  sleepers.  No  complaints  had 
been  made  by  the  company's  inspectors.  In  eighteen 
months  ending  December  last,  59,735/.  was  expended  in 
relaying  forty-six  miles  of  single  rails.— Captain  Laws, 
the  manager,  said  :  "  I  cannot  remember  having  seen 
three  trains  running  close  together  in  the  same  direction 
at  any  time." — A  Juror  :  "  Last  Friday  night  two  trains 
started  for  the  Clifton  Junction  within  ten  yards  of  each 
other;  one  from  the  East  Lancashire,  the  other  from 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  line."  Captain  Laws: 
"  Then  that  was  a  gross  breach  of  the  regulations,  which 
provide  that  no  train  shall,  under  any  circumstances, 
follow  another  witliin  five  minutes."- — Mr.  Hawkshaw, 
the  consulting  engineer,  admitted  that  the  old  part  of 
the  road  was  "  not  quite  in  a  state  for  a  high  velocity" 
—a  speed  of  forty  or  fifty  miles. — Mr.  Andrew  Izat, 
inspector  of  repairs  on  the  line,  said  ho  did  not  think 
120/.  a  mile  sufficient  to  maintain  in  repair  the  length 
between  Manchester  and  Bolton,  the  traffic  was  so 
great.  He  had  made  a  demand  for  this  particul.ar 
mile  to  be  relaid ;    and  Mr.  Walts,  the  engineer,  had 
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appointed  the  Monday  after  the  accident  to  walk  over 
and  examine  it.  He  had  reported  twelve  months  ago 
the  necessity  of  this  mile  being  relaid.  Mr.  W.  Watts, 
resident  engineer,  gave  an  unqualified  contradiction  to 
Mr.  Izat's  statement. — The  Jury  gave  a  verdict,  finding 
that  the  deaths  had  been  caused  "  by  the  engine  No.  13 
running  off  the  rails,  and  upsetting  near  the  Dixon  Fold 
station  on  the  Manchester  and  Bolton  Railway,  caused 
by  the  excessive  speed  at  which  it  was  driven  by  the 
deceased  Thomas  Croston  ;  against  whom  we  therefore 
return  a  verdict  of  manslaughter.  And  we  state  that, 
although  the  rules  of  the  company  furnished  to  the 
guards  and  drivers  limit  the  speed  of  express-trains  to 
thirty  miles  an  hour,  this  train  has  usually  far  exceeded 
that  speed  ;  and  we  think  this  could  not  so  constantly 
have  occurred  without  the  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  the  company.  We  find  also,  that  the  engine  No.  13, 
from  having  only  four  wheels,  and  the  length  of  time  it 
has  been  in  use,  was  not  a  proper  engine  to  attach  to  a 
train  running  thirty  miles  an  hour,  even  on  a  railway  in 
good  and  sufficient  order ;  that  the  permanent  way  of 
this  railway,  as  regards  sleepers,  chairs,  and  rails,  in 
material  and  construction  is  generally  defective,  and  by 
no  means  safe;  that  the  speed  at  which 'the  points  to 
branch-lines  are  passed  is  highly  dangerous  ;  that  the 
quick  succession  of  trains  on  the  line  from  Manchester 
to  Clifton  Junction  with  the  East  Lancashire  Company 
is  also  very  dangerous ;  and  that  the  general  arrange- 
ments of  the  company,  as  to  maintenance  of  way  and 
management  of  trains,  do  not  conduce  to  the  safety  of 
the  public.  We  cannot  too  strongly  condemn  the 
management  of  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company  on  this  portion  of  _  their  line,  known  as  the 
Bolton  and  Preston  district.  We  are  also  of  opinion, 
that  the  speed  at  which  express-trains  travel  on  all 
railways  is  so  great  that  a  stringent  investigation  should 
be  instituted  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  to  the  con- 
struction and  present  condition  of  the  permanent  way, 
engines,  and  carriages,  as  well  as  the  working  arrange- 
ments ;  and  we  fear  it  will  be  found  that  the  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Railway  i;  not  the  only  one  on  Avhich 
such  a  system  of  economy  prevails  as  seriously  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  public." 

There  was  an  Accideiit  on  the  Soiith-Easiern  Railicay 
on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant.  The  goods  train 
from  the  Bricklayers'  Arms  terminus  to  Reading  left 
town  shortly  after  five  o'clock,  and  proceeded  safely  as 
far  as  the  Merstham  station,  a  few  yards  beyond  which 
it  ran  into  a  ballast-train,  which  was  in  the  act  of 
starting  at  the  moment  on  its  downward  journey.  The 
engine  of  the  luggage  train  and  several  of  the  ballast 
trucks  were  thrown  over  on  to  the  up-line  of  rails,  and 
a  number  of  "  navigators,"  who  were  riding  in  one  of 
the  trucks,  were  seriously  hurt.  Nine  poor  fellows, 
more  or  less  injured,  were  placed  in  carriages  and  sent 
off  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  Five  of  them,  after  having 
had  their  wounds  dressed,  were  sufficiently  well  to  pro- 
ceed to  their  own  homes.  The  other  four  were  more 
seriously  hurt.  The  accident  is  stated  to  have  occurred 
thus  ; — It  is  usual  for  every  ballast  train  to  be  accom- 
panied by  a  signal-man,  who  rides  in  one  of  the  trucks. 
When  the  train  comes  to  a  stand,  this  man  goes  back  a 
few  huudi-ed  yards,  and  exhibits  his  red  lamp  or  flag, 
as  the  case  may  be,  to  prevent  any  succeeding  train 
running  into  the  ballast  trucks.  When  the  work  for 
which  the  ballast  train  has  been  stopped  is  completed, 
a  whistle  from  the  driver  hails  the  signal-man,  who 
hastens  back  and  jumps  into  one  of  the  trucks,  in  order 
to  travel  with  the  train.  The  signal-man  belonging  to 
the  ballast  train  to  which  the  accident  happened  had 
been  performing  his  duty  in  the  rear  of  the  train 
yesterday  morning,  and  having  been  summoned  by  the 
driver's  whistle  to  rejoin  the  train,  he  left  his  post,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  getting  into  one  of  the  trucks,  after 
giving  the  signal  to  start,  when  the  Reading  goods  train 
ran  into  the  ballast  train  with  terrific  force. 

Several  fatal  accidents  have  happened  from  the 
Explosion  of  Railway  Locomotive  Engines.  One 
occurred  on  the  8th  inst.  at  Longsight,  near  Manchester. 
The  North- Western  Company  have  a  large  engine-shed 
at  Longsight ;  an  old  engine,  which  'aad  been  recently 
repaired,  was  standing  in  the  shed,  with  the  steam  up  ; 
on  it  was  Heffern  the  driver,  and  in  the  ash-pit  beneath 


was  the  stoker.  The  boiler  exploded  with  extraordinary 
violence  ;  some  of  the  pillars  of  the  shed  were  broken, 
and  a  large  part  of  the  roof  fell.  HefTern's  skull  and  leg 
were  fractured,  and  the  stoker  was  badly  scalded.  At 
the  time  of  the  disaster  some  eighty  workmen  were  at 
breakfast :  a  hirge  sheet  of  iron,  farming  one  side  of  the 
boiler,  fell  upon  four  of  them,  and  they  were  killed  on 
the  spot.  Nearly  a  dozen  others  were  more  or  less  hurt 
by  the  flying  fragments  or  the  fall  of  the  roof;  and 
several  limbs  were  fractured.  The  driver  died  on  the 
following  morning.  An  inquest  was  commenced  that 
day.  Rigge,  the  out-door  foreman,  said  he  had 
examined  the  engine  after  the  explosion,  and  found 
that  the  dome-valve  was  screwed  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  slot,  in  which  state  no  steam  could  blow  off.  The 
fire-box  valve  was  blown  away.  His  opinion  was 
that  excessive  pressure  was  the  cause  of  the  explosion. 
Mr.  W.  Fairbairn,  the  civil  engineer,  gave  evidence. 
He  pronounced  the  engine,  though  an  old  one,  in  good 
condition,  and  able  to  bear  an  ordinary  amount  of  pres- 
sure ;  but  when  the  explosion  occurred  he  believe  J  the 
pressure  was  from  300  to  400  pounds  on  the  sqxiare 
inch ;  he  found  the  undamaged  safety-valve  on  the 
engine-dome  "  tightly  screwed  home,"  and  thus  rendered 
inoperative. 

Another  frightful  Explosion  oi  a  Railway  Locomotive 
happened  at  Brighton  on  the  17th  inst.  On  that  morning 
the  .engine  was  about  to  be  attached  to  a  train  wliich 
leaves  Brighton  at  seven  o'clock  fqr  Littlehampton ; 
there  were  three  people  on  the  engine,  driver,  stoker,  and 
engine-fitter ;  the  locomotive  was  rent  asunder  with 
frightful  force,  and  the  metal  fragments',  were  hurled 
through  the  roof  of  the  shed.  The  unfortunate  men 
were  torn  to  pieces,  and  some  of  the  human  fragments 
were  found  in  a  street  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
station.  The  passengers  were  dreadfully  alarmed,  but 
not  hurt.  At  the  first  sitting  of  the  inquest,  Mr.  Craven, 
locomotive  superintendent,  stated  that  the  engine  was 
built  in  1840,  "  but  had  been  patched  and  patched  till  it 
had  been  nearly  rebuilt."  On  the  4th  March  an  inspector 
pronounced  it  "  perfect."  It  had  run  95,000  miles,  but 
they  expected  300,000  miles  from  an  engine  before  parting 
with  it.  In  1840,  boilers  were  made  with  5-16th  plates, 
but  now  with  7-lCth.  They  do  not  put  new  boilers  into 
engines ;  when  a  boiler  has  worn  out  two  new  boxes  and 
two  new  sets  of  tubes,  the  engine  is  given  up.  He 
believed  that  this  accident  arose  from  the  safety-valve 
being  unduly  pressed  down.  The  inquest  closed  on  the 
21st,  when  the  jury  pronounced  the  following  verdict : 
"  Firstly,  on  the  body  of  John  Young,  the  engine  driver, 
that  his  death  was  caused  by  his  own  reckless  conduct 
in  placing  a  higher  pressure  on  the  engine  than  it  was 
fitted  to  bear;  Secondly,  as  to  John  Elliott,  that,  by 
such  reckless  conduct.  Young  did  kill  and  slay  him  ;  and 
thirdly,  that,  in  the  same  manner,  Young  did  kill  and 
slay  Richard  Thomas  Baker."  The  Coroner  added,  that 
the  jury  also  drew  up  a  paper,  and  signed  it,  in  the 
following  terms:  "  The  jury  now  sitting  upon  the  bodies 
of  John  Young,  John  Elliott,  and  Richard  James  Baker, 
the  persons  unfortunately  killed  at  the  Brighton  terminus 
on  the  17th  day  of  March  inst.,  unanimously  recommend 
that  in  futui-e  a  more  frequent  and  rigid  exiunination  be 
made  of  the  locomotive  engines  ;  and  that  the  directors 
be  requested  to  take  into  consideration  whether  an 
improved  system  cannot  be  adopted  of  instructions  to  the 
drivers.  And  tlie  jury  hope  that  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  safety  valves  may  be  placed  beyond  the 
undue  control  of  the  drivers." 

An  alarming  Jlre  broke  out  at  Windsor  Castle,  on 
Saturday  night,  the  19th  inst.,  a  few  hours  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Royal  Family  from  Buckingham  Palace. 
The  fire  originated  in  the  private  apartments,  which  are 
situated  in  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Tower.  On  its  ground 
floor  stood  the  Gothic  Dining-room,  a  very  handsomely 
decorated  apartment,  and  here  Her  Majesty  and  the 
Prince  dined  alone,  as  is  their  custom  on  the  day  of  their 
arrival  at  the  Castle.  They  had  concluded  their  i-epast, 
and  retired  to  an  adjoining  apartment,  wlien  dense 
volumes  of  smoke  suddenly  apprised  the  domestics  that 
a  fire  had  taken  place  behind  the  woodwork  of  the 
Dining-room.  Every  exertion  was  used  to  extinguish  it, 
but  the  efforts  were  not  successful  until  there  had  been 
a  considerable  destruction  of  property.     The  Prince  of 
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Wales's  Tower  is  completely  gutted,  the  roof  even  being 
destroyed,  and  the  flames  penetrated  into  portions  of  the 
Brunswick  1  ower,  which  adjoins,  doing  much  injury 
there  also.  The  apartments  which  have  chiefly  suft'ered 
are  about  a  dozen  bed-rooms  and  the  Gothic  Dining- 
room.  The  whole  of  the  valuable  furniture  of  the  Red 
Drawing-room,  which  was  placed  in  great  jeopardy,  was 
carefully  removed  by  the  soldiers  and  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain's men,  and  little  [damage  is  done  to  it,  with  the 
exception  of  the_  breaking  of  some  of  the  glass  of  the 
magnificent  chandeliers.  In  a  very  few  minutes  after 
the  alarm  was  first  given,  the  Fusileer  Guards,  700 
strong,  were  on  the  spot,  and  the  2d  Life  Guaixls,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Williams,  followed  with  their 
barrack  engine.  The  soldiers  behaved  manfully,  some 
mounting  the  roof  of  the  tower,  some  removing  the 
furniture  with  the  utmost  care  from  the  apartments 
contiguous  to  the  conflagration,  while  others  were  using 
their  utmost  exertions  at  the  engines.  An  express  was 
despatched  from  the  Castle  to  the  London  Fire  Brigade, 
which  arrived  with  two  powerful  engines,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Braidwood,  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  About  this  time  the  fire  was  partially  got 
under,  but  it  was  not  totally  extinguished  before 
4  o'clock.  Her  Majesty  remained  during  the  whole 
time  in  the  adjoining  rooms,  and  happily  has  sustained 
no  inconvenience  from  the  alarm  which  such  an  event 
was  likely  to  cause.  The  frost  was  so  intense  during  the 
night  as  considerably  to  retard  the  action  of  the  engines, 
while  it  favoured  the  action  of  the  flames.  The  flre 
seems  to  have  originated  from  a  furnace-flue,  situated  at 
the  basement  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Tower,  for  the 
purpose  of  heating  the  air  which  warms  the  Gothic 
Dining-room  and  many  other  apartments  in  this 
tower. 

R.  B.  H.  Blundell,  Esq,  of  Deysbrook,in  Lancashire, 
was  Found  Drowned  on  the  19th  inst.  From  the 
evidence  of  the  domestics  examined  on  the  Coroner's 
inquest  it  was  ascertained  that  early  on  Saturday  fore- 
noon he  left  his  house  to  walk  about  his  grounds  and  did 
not  return  that  night,  and  that  on  the  next  day  search 
was  made  for  him,  when  his  hat  was  found  floating  in  a 
pond  in  a  field  about  300  yards  from  his  own  residence. 
Mr.  Barnes,  the  surgeon  who  attended  on  Mr.  Blundell 
for  several  years,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that,  although 
somewhat  eccentric  in  his  manner  sometimes,  there  was 
nothing  to  convince  him  that  he  was  wrong  in  his  mind. 
The  coroner  having  summed  up,  the  jury  after  an 
hour's  deliberation,  brought  in  the  verdict,  —  "The 
deceased,  Richard  Benson  Hollinshed  Blundell,  was 
found  drowned  in  a  field  contiguous  to  the  lands  of 
deceased,  but  by  what  means  sufficient  evidence  has  not 
been  given."  Mr.  Blundell  was  for  many  years  magis- 
trate of  the  county,  and  one  of  the  most  extensive  coal 
proprietors  in  Lancashire. 

The  Danger  of  stepping  from  a  RailiBay  Carriage 
tchile  tlte  Train  is  in  Motion  was  fatally  shown  on  the 
Midland  Railway  on  the  23rd  inst.  A  middle-aged 
well  dressed  man  opened  the  carriage  door,  sprang  out, 
and  fell  between  the  edge  of  the  platform  and  the  train. 
The  wheels  ran  over  his  legs  and  mutilated  them 
terribly.  His  body  was  then  twisted  into  a  posture 
more  nearly  parallel  to  the  train,  and  the  wheels  of 
several  carriages  ran  along  his  chest,  literally  opening 
the  trunk  from  end  to  end.  The  accident  was  witnessed 
by  a  number  of  horrified  oflici-.ds  and  passengers,  but  no 
one  was  able  to  render  the  slightest  assistance. 

An  Explosion  of  Fire  Damp,  attended  with  a  deplor- 
able loss  of  life,  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23rd 
instant,  at  the  Arley  Mine  of  the  Ince  Coal  Company, 
near  Wigan,  in  Lancashire.  The  number  of  those 
actually  known  to  be  killed  is  twenty,  but  twelve  others 
are  known  to  be  missing  ;  and  twenty-five  are  still  in 
the  mine,  whose  fate  has  not  been  ascertained.  About 
twenty  have  been  more  or  less  seriously  hurt  by  the 
explosion.  The  Arley  mine  was  sunk  about  three  years 
ago,  and  has  been  worked  ever  since  ;  it  has  no  commu- 
nication with  the  neighbouring  mines  ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  which  took  place  at  the  sinking  of 
the  mine,  this  is  the  first  accident  of  any  description 
that  has  occurred  in  it.  The  depth  is  about  415  yards, 
and  the  mine  is  divided  into  four  districts,  there  being  a 
separate  current  of  air  for  ventilating  each.     The  cause 


of  this  shocking  'catastrophe  has   not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained ;  but  the  matter  of  course  will  be  investigated. 
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There  was  a  great  meeting  at  Exeter  Hall  on  the  1st 
inst.,  in  support  of  the  Early  Closing  jSIovement ;  the 
Lord  Mayor  in  the  chaii-.  The  report  of  the  association, 
read  by  the  Secretary,  gave  a  gratifying  account  of  the 
spread  of  the  movement,  and  the  beneficial  efiects  of 
the  curtailment  of  the  hours  of  labour,  especially  in 
London.  The  Lord  Mayor  strongly  expressed  his 
opinion  that  the  hours  of  labour  were  too  many  both 
for  masters  and  men.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  a  large  employer, 
stated  that  he  had  closed  early,  provided  better  apart- 
ments, given  longer  holidays,  and  otherwise  increased 
the  comforts  of  his  young  men,  for  the  last  ten  years  ; 
and  he  found  that  doing  so  "  paid."  The  Reverend 
John  Jackson  hoped  that  the  Crystal  Palace  question 
would  be  solved  by  increasing  week-day  holidays.  The 
Bishop  of  Chichester  and  Lord  John  Manners  \irged 
the  imperative  necessity  of  giving  more  time  to  the 
working  classes  for  their  own  imjirovement,  in  order 
that  those  who  form  the  strength  of  the  nation  may  not 
degenerate  ;  and  to  secure  that  nice  adjustment  of  toil 
and  leisure  which  appears  to  be  the  true  realisation  in 
this  world  of  Christian  equality.  Resolutions  regretting 
and  condemning  the  custom  of  late  closing,  still  very 
general,  and  appealing  for  help  to  the  ladies,  passed 
unanimously. 

A  meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
was  held  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  Exeter  Hall,  to  celebrate 
the  50th  anniversary  of  the  society ;  the  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  in  the  chair.  Amongst  the  number  present 
were  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  the  Earl  of  Chichester,  the 
Earl  of  Carlisle,  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  Bishop 
Carr,  late  of  Bombay,  Lord  C.  Russell,  Sir  T.  D. 
Acland,  &c.  &c.  The  Chairman  after  observing  that 
they  were  now  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiftieth 
year  of  the  life  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 
made  the  following  remarkable  statement: — ''The 
Scriptures  have  been  rendered  into  148  languages  or 
dialects,  all  of  which  have  been  reduced  to  printing, 
and  of  these  121  had  never  before  appeared  in  tv^pe. 
The  combined  societies  of  England  and  the  Continent 
have  circulated  not  less  than  forty-three  millions  of 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  whole  or  part ;  and  thus  the 
records  of  inspired  truth  have  within  the  present 
century  been  rendered  accessible  to  six  hundred  millions 
of  the  human  race.  But  there  is  one  matter  which  calls 
for  special  attention  ;  of  the  148  languages  so  reduced 
into  printing,  25  existed  only  in  an  oral  form.  They 
had  no  alphabet,  and  were  not  reduced  into  writing 
until  such  time  as  they  were  worked  upon  by  the 
agents  of  the  society.  Let  this  fact  (said  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury) be  treasured  up  by  those  who  talk  of  the 
intellectual  improvement  of  the  human  race  and  the 
march  of  mind,  and  let  them  tell  me  if  in  the  whole 
range  of  intellectual  power  there  is  anything  which 
shows  more  of  mind,  thought,  and  capacity  than  that 
twenty-five  oral  languages  should  be  reduced  to  writing 
and  alphabet,  and  that  thus  was  devised  the  means  by 
which  twenty-five  nations  should  have  access  for  them- 
selves to  the  invaluable  and  unspeakable  Word  of  God." 
Lord  Shaftesbury  concluded  by  remarking  that  the 
society  included  in  itself  all  the  great  questions  of  the 
day.  It  was,  he  said,  a  free-trade  society,  a  reform 
society,  a  peace  society,  and  it  was  a  defence  society. — 
The  Secretary  then  read  the  report,  which,  in  detail, 
confirmed  the  account  given  by  Lord  Shaftesbury.— At 
the  close  of  the  meeting  a  subscription  of  upwards  of 
7000^.  was  announced  as  having  been  already  collected 
towards  the  Jubilee  fund. 

A  Council  of  the  Association  for  'promoting  a  cheap 
and  uniform  system  of  International  Postage  held  a 
meeting  on  the  15th  inst.,  when  they  came  to  certain  reso- 
lutions of  which  the  following  is  thesubstance  :  "That this 
Association  is  gratified  with  the  declaration  of  the  post- 
master-general as  far  as  regards  uniformity  of  colonial 
postage,  but  considers  that  the  I'ate  proposed  does  not 
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meet  the  objects  of  the  Association,  ■which  cannot  relax 
its  efforts  to  obtain  a  Terj'  much  lower  rate  of  charge 
than  that  proposed,  and  thus  to  secure  for  the  colonies 
and  dependencies  the  same  advantages  of  intercommu- 
nication that  have  been  obtained  for  the  mother  country. 
The  Association  considers  that  the  proposed  charge  of 
fourpence  for  the  ocean  transit  of  letters,  whether 
effected  by  vessels  subsidised  by  government  or  by 
private  ships,  is  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  principles 
upon  which  the  uniform  rate  of  the  penny  postage  was 
established ;  it  having  been  satisfactorily  proved  that 
distance  was  not  the  element  upon  which  the  rate  of 
postage  should  be  computed.  That  the  real  cost  of  the 
freight  upon  a  letter  transmitted  to  our  colonies,  even  if 
estimated  at  the  highest  rate  of  freightage,  is  absolutely 
insignificant,  and  ought,  when  such  important  political, 
social,  and  moral  objects  are  involved,  to  be  disregarded, 
as  it  is  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  the  Channel  Islands,  and 
other  places.  That  the  proposed  charge  would  not  put 
an  end  to  the  extensive  evasions  which  are  now  practised. 
The  Association  regrets  that  so  high  a  rate  should  have 
been  proposed  for  the  British  colonies,  and  at  tlie  moment 
when  the  government  is  negotiating  with  foreign 
countries  for  large  mutual  i-cductions  of  postage.  And 
lastly,  the  Association  believes,  that  had  the  experiment 
of  penny  postage  at  home  been  tried  in  a  partial  manner, 
such  as  is  now  proposed,  with  regard  to  colonial  postage, 
it  would  have  proved  a  failure,  instead  of  becoming  as  it 
has,  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  blessings  that  ever 
was  conferred  by  government  upon  a  country." 

The  Claims  of  the  University  of  London  to  the 
Elective  Franchise  have  been  brought  before  the 
government.  On  the  16th  inst.  a  deputation  waited, 
fm-  that  purpose,  on  the  Prime  Minister  in  Downing 
Street.  It  consisted  of  senators  of  the  University  of 
London,  the  heads  or  influential  members  of  sixteen 
metropolitan  and  seventeen  provincial  colleges,  the 
officers  of  the  graduates'  committee,  principals  "  of 
endowed  and  private  schools  whose  courses  of  tuition 
have  been  influenced  by  the  University  curriculum, 
representatives  of  important  medical  associations  in  town 
and  country,  and  several  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons who  have  promised  to  support  the  franchise  com- 
mittee lately  formed.  The  deputation  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  J.  Heywood,  M.P.,  who  shortly  explained  its 
object.  Mr.  C.  J.  Foster, .LL.D.,M.  A.,  read  a  memorial 
in  support  of  the  claims  of  the  University,  which  were 
further  enforced  by  Mr.  T.  Thornley,  M.P.,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Milnes,  M.P.,  Dr.  Billing,  and  Dr.  Roget,  members  of 
the  senate  of  the  University  ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  pre- 
sident of  New  College  ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Angus,  president 
of  Stepney  College  ;  Dr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  senior  physician 
of  St.  George's  Hospital ;  and  Dr.  Black,  president 
warden  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  said  in  reply : — "  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
acknowledging  the  very  strong  claims  you  have  urged 
for  the  favourable  consideration  by  the  government  of 
the  object  you  have  in  view ;  and  I  readily  admit  that 
the  constituency  which  would  be  afforded  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  London,  is  such  a  one  as  it  would  be  most 
agreeable  to  the  government  to  organise.  You  will  not, 
I  suppose,  expect  me  to  give  a  final  answer  to-day ;  but 
I  assure  you  that,  so  far  from  throwing  cold  water  on 
the  subject,  which  was  deprecated  by  one  of  the  deputa- 
tion, I  do  with  the  utmost  sincerity  assure  you — and  I 


beg  yoxi  to  believe  that  in  so  doing  I  am  not  by  any 
means  making  use  of  words  of  mere  formal  courtesy — 
that  the  subject  will  be  taken  by  the  government  into 
their  most  serious  and  friendly  consideration." 

A  meeting  on  the  subject  of  Ularery  was  held  on  the 
19th  inst.,  at  Stafford  House,  at  which  was  present  about 
forty  of  the  ladies  who  had  assembled  at  the  same  place 
on  the  '26th  of  November,  18.52,  to  promote  an  address 
from  women  of  G  rcat  Britain  and  Irel.and  to  the  women 
of  the  United  States,  also  several  other  ladies,  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  following  report  was 
read  to  the  meeting  by  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland : — 

"The  General  Committee  for  obtaining  signatures  to  tlie 
address  of  the  women  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the 
woniun  of  America,  on  tlie  subject  of  .slavery,  has  been  as- 
semliled  here  this  day  for  tlie  purpo.sc  of  receiving  the  report 
of  the  Sub-Committee,  and  of  giving  directions  for  the  trans- 
mission of  the  address,  which  is  now  ready,  to  tlie  United 
States, 

' '  The  number  of  signatures  amounts  to  562,  S4.S,  and  it 
may  safely  be  assei-ted  that  there  is  scarcelj^  a  single  district 
of  Her  Majestj''s  European  dominioiis  which  is  not  repre- 
sented ;  great  zeal  and  sympathy  universally  prevailed,  and 
nothing  but  the  short  space  of  time  allowed  to  the  work 
prevented  a  very  large  multiplication  of  the  numbers, 

"It  is  proi)o.sed  to  send  the  address  to  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Beecher  Stowe,  who  has  undertaken  to  make  such  an-auge- 
ments  as  shall  give  it  the  greatest  publicity.  Every  one  will 
feel  that  this  lady's  co-operation  is  of  real  value, 

"  The  General  Committee  are  desirous  to  ackuowdedge  the 
efficient  services  of  the  Suli-Comniittee,  and  especially  to 
express  their  thanks  to  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland,  who  has 
acted  throughout  as  honorary  secretary,  and  has  devoted  much 
time  and  attention  to  the  work. 

'  •  The  General  Committee  are  also  desirous  to  express  their 
thanks  to  the  ladies,  and  others  n.anied  in  the  list  sub- 
joined, for  the  large  numbers  collected  by  their  individual 
eftbrts." 

A  list  of  about  sixty  names  was  then  read,  including 
some  from  Paris,  Jerusalem,  Guernsey,  &c.,  and  the 
address,  with  twenty-six  large  folio  volumes  of  signa- 
tures, was  brought  forward  for  inspection.  The  Duchess 
of  Sutherland  then  read  a  letter  received  from  Mrs. 
Beecher  Stowe,  in  which  she  expressed  her  readiness  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the  address,  and 
for  giving  the  utmost  publicity  to  it  in  America,  men- 
tioning at  the  same  time  that  a  new  work  from  her  pen 
was  about  to  be  immediately  published.  Before  the 
meeting  separated  the  first  copy  of  the  work'referred  to, 
called  A  Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,  having  been  pro- 
cured by  a  special  efibrt  from  the  London  publisher  only 
an  hour  previously,  was  presented  by  the  committee  to 
the  Duchess  of  Sutherland. 


Oiituari.)  at  jJotaSlc  \Btvgan^. 

Mr,  Henky  Southern,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  the  Court 
of  the  Brazils,  died  at  Rio  on  the  2Stli  of  January, 
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Capei..,  G.CB,,  died  on  the  4th  inst,,  in  his  77th  year, 

Leopold  de  Bcch,  the  celebrated  Prussian  geologist,  died 
at  BerUn  on  the  4th  in.st,,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

General  Sir  E,  Kebrison,  Bart.,  G,C,H.,  Colonel  of  the 
14th  Light  Dragoons,  died  on  the  9th  inst,,  in  his  79th  year. 

M.  Oefila,  the  great  French  chemist,  and  former  clean  of 
the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Paris,  died  on  the  r2th  inst.,  in  his 
70tli  year. 
General  Haynati  died  at  Vienna  on  the  14th  inst, 
JI.  Brunet,  the  great  comic  French  actor  of  a  former  gene- 
ration, died  at  Fontaiuebleau,  in  the  SSth  year  of  his  age. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  latest  news  'from  India  is  not  of  much  import- 
ance. It  was  reported  at  Calcutta  that  a  revolution  had 
taken  place  in  Ava,  in  favour  of  the  heir-apparent,  the 
brother  of  the  late  King  ;  who  had  ordered  hostilities  to 
cease.  The  king  of  Ava  had  fled.  There  had  been  a 
great  deal  of  sickness  at  Pegu  and  Prome.  ]Many 
officers  were  absent  on  sick  leave ;  the  hospitals  were 
crowded  ;  and  the  deaths  were  two  or  three  daily.  This 
was  in  the  early  days  of  January,  and  it  was  expected 
that  the  sickness  would  last  till  the  end  of  the  month. 


The  intelligence  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  comes 


down  to  the  end  of  January.  General  Cathcart  had 
entered  the  Orange  Sovereignty  and  encamped  on  the 
Caledon  River.  Thence,  early'in  December,  he  issued 
a  summons  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Basutos  to  meet  him  at 
Platberg  on  the  13th  of  the  same  month  ;  and  on  the  8th, 
the  camp  set  out  from  Committee  Drift,  and  reached 
Piatberg  on  the  13th.  Here  two  young  chiefs,  sons  of 
Moshesh,  came  in  ;  but  General  Cathcart  refused  to  see 
him.  He,  however,  sent  by  them  a  letter  to  Moshesh, 
reproaching  him  with  not  having  paid  the  fine  adjudged 
by  the  commissioners ;  and  finally  threatening,  that  if, 
w'itbin  three  days  from  that  time,  ten  thousand  cattle 
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and  one  thousand  horses  were  not  sent  in,  the  general 
■would  go  and  take  the  cattle  at  any  cost.  Alarmed  at 
this  menace,  Moshesh  came  to  the  camp  next  evening, 
and  had  a  "talk  "with  the  governor.  The  general 
declined  to  talk  at  much  length,  but  went  straight  to 
the  point  :  would  Moshesh  send  in  the  cattle  and 
horses  ?  Moshesh  asked  for  time  —  might  he  have  six 
days  ?  No  —  three  days.  Then  Moshesh  said  he  did 
not  wish  for  war,  and  would  send  in  the  cattle.  He 
departed  ;  but  he  quickly  sent  a  message,  begging  that 
the  day  of  interview  might  not  count  as  one  of  the  three 
days  of  grace  :  which  was  allowed.  On  the  third  day  a 
son  of  Moshesh  came  in  with  3500  head  of  cattle  ;  but  on 
the  next  day  came  none  ;  and  the  troops  advanced.  A 
battle  took  place  on  the  20th,  on  the  Berea  Mountain. 
The  Basutos,  mounted,  in  good  order,  with  great  spirit 
and  some  six  thousand  in  number,  defended  the  moun- 
tain and  their  herds  of  cattle.  General  Cathcart  led 
the  first  division  into  the  fire.  Colonel  Eyre  swept  over 
the  mountain,  and  at  one  time  was  surrounded  by  large 
bodies  of  horsemen.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Napier,  with 
the  main  of  the  cavalry,  went  round  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  and  met  with  great  resistance  ;  but  in  the 
end  the  enemy  fled,  and  4500  head  of  cattle  were  cap- 
tured. At  one  time  the  troops  |were  in  possession  of 
30,000  head,  but  they  had  not  horsemen  sufficient  to 
drive  them  away.  The  battle  lasted  from  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning  until  sunset.  On  the  side  of  the  British 
were  38  killed,  including  1  officer.  Captain  Faunce ; 
and  15  wounded,  including  2  officers.  Immediately 
after  the  battle  Moshesh  sued  for  peace,  begged  not  to 
be  considered  any  longer  an  enemy  of  the  Queen,  and 
promised  to  do  all  he  could  to  keep  his  people  in  order. 
General  Cathcart  granted  his  request,  and  peace  was 
proclaimed.  The  governor  then  issued  a  proclamation 
empowering  the  Burghers  of  the  Orange  Sovereignty  to 
arm  themselves  for  their  own  protection ;  the  camp  was 
then  broken  up,  and  the  troops  returned  to  their  former 
positions  in  Caffreland.  The  papers  contain  several 
accounts  of  murders  and  outrages  committed  in  the 
absence  of  the  troops.  In  an  attack  on  a  party  of  forty 
CafFres  at  the  Konap,  Lieutenant  Wright  had  been 
severely  wounded.  Only  two  of  the  enemy  were  killed. 
Two  brothers  had  been  shot  between  Port  Elizabeth 
and  Somerset  by  rebel  Hottentots ;  and  in  pursuing  the 
marauders  Lieutenant  Currie  was  severely  wounded, 
and  Mr.  Jan  Bower  killed.  In  a  conflict  with  Brander, 
in  the  Fish  Rive  Bush,  an  old  field  cornet,  three  of  the 
mounted  police,  and  a  soldier  of  the  12th  Regiment, 
■were  killed.  The  gang  of  Hottentots  were  dispersed, 
eleven  being  killed.  Several  spirited  revolutions  were 
passed  by  the  municipality  of  Cape  Town  on  the  19th 
January,  condemning  the  delay  in  granting  the  consti- 
tution ;  repudiating  any  distinction,  for  political  pur- 
poses, between  British,  Dutch,  and  Coloured  persons ; 
emphatically  denying  the  numerical  proportion  alleged 
by  Sir  John  Pakington  to  exist  between  them ;  and 
generally  vindicating  the  Coloured  inhabitants  from  the 
charge  of  rebellion. 


Colonial  Assembly  of  Sydney,  a  bill  for  the  management 
of  the  gold-fields  had  just  passed,  and  it  was  to  come 
into  operation  on  the  1st  of  February.  By  this  bill, 
"  the  government  may  grant  leases  by  tender  or  auction 
for  quartz  or  other  mining  to  British  subjects  for  any 
periods  not  exceeding  twenty-one  years  ;  they  may  also 
suspend  any  pastoral  leases  that  may  be  found  to  extend 
over  gold-fields,  upon  giving  compensation  to  the  owners. 
The  licence-fee  is  fixed  at  'iOs  per  month,  and  is  to  be 
paid  by  traders  and  other  parties  as  well  as  miners.  In 
the  case  of  foreigners  the  charge  is  to  be  double.  No 
licence  is  to  be  given  to  those  who  shall  not  be  able  to 
certify  that  they  have  bten  duly  discharged  from  their 
last  place  of  service  ;  and  persons  working  without  one 
are  to  be  fined  51.,  and  to  be  liable  in  default  to  two 
months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  on  the  roads. 
The  bill  contains  several  other  provisions  equally 
stringent,  and  is  said  to  be  regarded  by  the  most  intelli- 
gent classes  with  a  strong  feeling  of  aversion ;  the  narrow 
policy  of  the  clause  against  foreigners  being  especially 
condemned."  Great  complaints  were  made  of  the  irre- 
gularity and  delay  of  the  direct  steam  communication. 
As  an  instance  of  its  inefficiency,  it  is  mentioned  that  on 
the  8th  of  January  the  "  Melbourne"  had  not  arrived 
at  Adelaide :  it  was  presumed  she  would  only  bring 
news  from  England  to  October  3 ;  whereas  a  sailing- 
vessel  had  already  brought  news  to  October  5.  .Murders 
by  bushrangers  are  reported,  especially  near  the  new 
diggings  the  Ovens.  The  diggings  are  described  as  being 
in  the  most  lawless  state  ;  tents  are  cut  open  during  the 
night  even  for  an  ounce  of  gold.  The  police  force  was 
very  small. 

The  intelligence  from  Canada  contains  one  important 
piece  of  intelligence ;  the  second  reading,  on  the  2nd 
inst.,  of  the  Representation  Bill — the  Reform  Bill  of 
Canada.  Its  object  is  to  increase  the  representation 
from  84  members  to  120,  taking  generally,  indeed  as  far 
as  the  government  deem  practicable,  population  for  the 
basis,  and  disfranchising  a  number  of  small  boroughs. 
This  bill,  if  it  become  law,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
will  make  the  legislature  of  Canada  much  more  demo- 
cratic than  at  present. 


There  are  advices  from  the  Australian  Settlements  to 
the  end  of  December  and  beginning  of  January.  Not- 
withstanding the  Christmas  holidays,  and  the  scarcity 
of  water,  the  yield  of  gold  from  the  Victoria  diggings 
amounted  to  about  100,000  ounces  a  week.  From 
November  18  to  December  30,  there  had  been  453,085 
ounces  brought  by  government  and  private  escort, 
exclusive  of  that  brought  by  individual  diggers.  Up  to 
the  end  of  1852,  it  is  estimated  that  the  grand  total 
amounted  to  no  less  than  3,998,321  ounces — in  round 
numbers  four  million  ounces,  worth,  at  70s.  per  ounce, 
14,000,000/.;  but  intrinsically  little  less  than  16,000,000/. 
At  Melbourne  provisions  had  fallen  in  price.  Flour  was 
selling  at  20/.  a  ton,  or  Is.  6d.  the  quartern  loaf,  instead 
of  double  that  price  ;  but  vegetables,  fruit,  and  butter, 
were  still  dear.  The  population  had  increased  upwards 
of  30,000  in  three  months.  At  Port  Phillip,  during  the 
month  of  December,  12,000  emigrants  and  152  ships  had 
arrived ;  yet  nothing  approaching  to  suff'ering  had 
occurred.  Upon  the  whole,  the  labour-market  was 
easier ;  and  the  harvest  and  the  wool  crop,  both 
abundant,  had  been  secured  in  all  the  colonies  without 
extraordinary  expense,  and  in  good  condition.     In  the 


PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONISATION. 

Emigration  from  Ireland  continues  to  increase,  not 
only  in  extent,  but  in  regularity  and  steadiness.  "  Every 
American  post,"  says  a  Galway  newspaper,  "  brings  its 
supply  of  remittances,  upon  the  receipt  of  which  crowds 
of  emigrants  hurry  away,  with  scarce  a  moment's  delay 
or  preparation.  In  ordinary  correspondence,  a  commu- 
nication by  post  does  not  receive  a  reply  more  punctually 
than  a  letter  from  an  Irish  emigrant  in  America,  is 
followed  by  the  immediate  departure  of  one,  two,  or 
three,  or  more  of  the  relations  at  home.  The  peculi- 
arity of  this  year's  excdus  consists  in  the  fact  that  those 
who  compose  it  are  not  broken  down  tenants,  terrified 
by  the  pressure  of  poor-rate  and  the  fears  of  a  future 
famine,  or  driven  to  despair  by  the  menaces  of  a  harsh 
landlord,  and  the  frightful  visions  of  bailifis  or  crowbars, 
who  fly  to  emigration  as  their  last  desperate  resource  ,- 
they  are  persons  well  enough  to  do  in  the  world,  whom 
the  success  of  their  friends  in  a  strange  land  stimulates 
to  follow  them.  If  one  may  judge  by  the  numerous 
instances  which  have  come  under  our  notice,  the  spell 
that  bound  the  Irish  peasant  to  his  native  soil  is  broken  ; 
and  he  is  now  as  ready  to  break  every  tie  which  attached 
him  to  his  home,  and  to  go  forth  in  search  of  adventure, 
as  a  Scotchman  or  an  Arab  of  the  desert.  A  most  re- 
markable instance  of  this  change  of  feeling  and  of  altered 
circumstances  of  emigration,  has  been  afforded  this 
very  day  in  an  extensive  migration  which  has  taken 
place  from  the  Islands  of  Arran.  Seven  years  ago,  even 
while  famine  scared  them  from  a  wretched  home,  to  part 
from  their  native  islands  would  have  been  a  second 
death  to  these  primitive  and  secluded  people.  Now, 
when  they  are  in  comparative  affluence,  able  to  satisfy 
all  their  moderate  wants  in  a  home  endeared  by  the  tie 
of  kindred,  and  hallowed  by  many  sacred  traditions,  a 
departure  to  a  distant  land  causes  them  little  or  no 
emotion.  To  leave  their  friends  at  home  and  kindred 
here  for  ever,  apparently  gives  them  as  little  concern  as 
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it  would  have  afforded  them  a  few  years  ago  to  leave 
their  isolated  shores  for  a  fair  in  Galway,  where  they 
possibly  might  be  detained  two  or  tln-ee  (lays  by  some 
change  in  the  weather.  Some  tliirty  or  forty  of  them, 
who  have  left  this  town  to  day  for  Liverpool,  on  their 
passage  to  America,  seemed  quite  xinconcerned  at  their 
expatriation.  They  were  fine  young  men  and  women, 
admirable  specimens  of  the  Irish  peasant  before'famine 
had  bowed  his  frame  or  crushed  his  spirit.'' — The 
Cloiunel  Chronicle  says: — "  An  unusually  large  number 
of  emigrants  passed  through  this  town  on  Patrick's  Day, 
on  their  way  to  Liverpool  for  embarkation.  Our  atten- 
tion was  particularly  arrested  by  the  respectable  appear- 
,  ance  of  one  party  ;  upon  inquiry,  we  found  them  to  be 
persons  from  the  Knocklofty  estate,  who  have  been  en- 
abled by  the  Earl  Donoughmore  to  emigrate  with  their 
families  to  America.  They  consisted  of  about  thirty-five 
individuals,  all  comfortably  clothed,  and  furnished  with 
ample  supplies  for  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  The 
noble  earl's  house-steward  accompanied  this  batch,  with 
orders  to  provide  in  every  way  for  their  comfort  on  the 
passage  from  Waterford  and  Liverpool,  while  his  lord- 
ship has  taken  his  departure  from  Knocklofty  so  as  to 
meet  them  at  the  latter  port,  that  he  may  personally 
secure  for  his  dependants  good  berths  and  every  accom- 
modation on  board  the  emigrant  vessel." 

A  full  meeting  of  the  IVoi'king  Man's  Emigration 
Soeieii/  was  held  on  the  22nd,  at  the  Temperance  Hall, 
Broadway,  Westminster,  Sir  J.  V.  Shelley,  Bart.,  M.P., 
in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  an  explanation 
of  the  means  and  objects  of  the  Society.  The  chairman, 
while  expressing  his  conviction  that  at  no  time  had  the 
lot  of  the  agricultural  labourer  been  more  prosperous 
than  it  now  was,  enforced  the  desirability  of  opening  to 
the  industrious  a  way  from  a  country  where  labour  is  in 


excess,  to  another  where  it  is  greatly  needed.  The 
society  enable  men  to  go  out  by  the  aid  of  the  funds 
resulting  from  the  common  subscriptions,  priority  being 
determined  by  ballot.  Six  persons  had  secured  passages 
under  these  arrangements,  and  several  others  would 
receive  the  same  aid  in  a  few  days,  the  society  receiving 
the  same  security  of  two  persons  for  repayment.  A 
number  of  questions  respecting  the  operations  of  the 
society  were  put  and  answered,  and  resolutions  approving 
of  the  society  and  its  aim  were  passed  before  the  meeting 
separated. 

The  following  Statistics  of  Emigration,  are  given  in  a 
Parliamentary  paper  just  printed.  From  London,  in  the 
course  of  last  year,  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  emigrant 
ships  was  121,856 ;  the  offtcers  numbered  762 ;  the 
cooks,  carpenters,  and  stewards,  825 ;  able  seamen, 
2,869;  ordinary  seamen,  638;  landsmen,  251;  boys, 
661;  the  total  number  of  the  crew  was  6,006;  of  the 
emigrants  from  London  there  were  15,257  men,  7,06i 
women,  and  8,206  children,  making  31,247.  From 
Liverpool,  in  the  year,  the  registered  tonnage  of  the 
ships  was  368,294  ;  the  crews  numbered  11,954;  and  the 
emigrants,  men,  women,  and  children,  137,331.  From 
Plymouth  the  registered  tonnage  of  the  ships  was  50,957  ; 
the  crews,  335  ;  and  the  emigrants  numbered  8,443. 
From  Glasgow  and  Greenock  the  registered  tonnage  of 
the  ships  that  sailed  in  the  year,  was  27,850;  the  crews, 
1,278;  the  emigrants,  11,542.  From  Belfast,  1,560 
emigrants  sailed;  from  Dublin,  4,101;  from  Galway, 
774;  from  Limerick,  7,007  ;  from  Londonderry,  4,662; 
from  Queenstown,  7,468  ;  from  Sligo  and  outports  the 
number  of  emigrants  was  1,816  ;  and  from  Waterford 
and  New  Ross  5,135.  The  total  number  of  emigrants 
last  year  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  under  the 
inspection  of  emigration  officers,  was  221,086. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  FOKEIGN  EVENTS. 


The  intelligence  from  France  is  of  little  political  in- 
terest. A  painful  sensation  was  created  in  Paris  by  the 
suicide  of  Count  Camarata,  a  cousin  of  the  Emperor, 
who  shot  himself  on  the  4th  inst.  He  was  the  son  of 
the  Princess  Bacciochi,  and  grandson  of  the  Princess 
Eliza,  the  eldest  sister  of  Napoleon  I.  He  was  27 
years  old,  and  unmarried.  For  some  time  past  he  had 
been  speculating  very  deeply  at  the  Bourse,  and  had 
lately  been  embarrassed  for  money.  His  death  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  the  suicide  of  Mile.  Marthe,  the 
actress,  a  great  favourite  with  the  public.  She  was  in 
London  when  the  news  of  the  Count's  death  reached 
her.  She  hastened  to  Paris ;  and  on  her  arrival  re- 
ceived a  small  box  which  he  had  sent  her.  Soon  after- 
wards she  was  visited  by  a  Commissary  of  Police,  who 
demanded  the  box,  and,  on  her  refusal  to  say  where  it 
was  deposited,  made  a  strict  search  in  her  apartments. 
Next  morning  she  was  found  dead  in  her  bedroom,  hav- 
ing suffocated  herself  with  the  fumes  of  charcoal.  On 
the  Sunday  following  she  was  buried  in  the  Cimetiere 
Montmartre,  and  the  corpse  was  followed  to  the 
grave  by  a  large  number  of  actresses,  dressed  in  deep 
mourning.  Madame  Doche  was  one  of  the  pall-bearers. 
M.  Samsoii,  of  the  Theatre  Fran^ais,  and  many  other 
actors,  were  present.  During  this  ceremony  not  a  word 
was  spoken.  There  was  scarcely  a  dry  eye  among  the 
crowd  that  surrounded  the  grave,  and  many  of  the 
actresses  sobbed  audibly.  After  a  Ijall  lately  given  by 
the  Senate,  a  quantity  of  jewellery — rings,  pins,  and 
bracelets — was  picked  up  in  the  drawing-rooms.  Extra- 
ordinary pains  were  taken  to  restore  the  precious 
ornament?  to  their  fair  owners,  and  a  public  advertise- 
ment was  even  inserted  in  the  journals,  stating  that 
ladies  who  had  lost  jewels  might  have  them  upon  appli- 
cation and  a  "  proper  description  of  the  property."  The 
ball  committee,  who  had  a  lai'ge  chest  of  glittering 
baubles  in  its  custody,  was  much  surprised  at  finding  no 
claimants  come  forward.  But  a  close  examination  dis- 
closed the  terrible  fact  that  all  the  jewels  were  false. 
But  little  expectation  is  entei'tained  that  the  com- 
mittee will  ever  be  called  upon  to  account  for  their 
trust. 


The  Emperor  of  Austria  has  entirely  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  wound  he  received  from  the 
assassin  who  attempted  his  life.  Four  persons  of  note 
connected  with  the  revolutionary  movements  in  Hun- 
gary Avere  executed  at  Pesth  on  the  3rd  of  March. 
Karl  JJuhbal  was  a  tutor  of  Kossuth's  sister's  chil- 
dren, "and  an  active  agent  in  preparing  for  a  new 
outbreak.  Noszlopy  was  a  magistrate  and  member  of 
the  Defence  Committee  in  1849.  Sarkozy  was  a  private 
soldier,  messenger  between  Pesth  and  the  Bakony  out- 
laws. Andrasffy  had  been  an  officer  of  Hussars  :  he 
was  arrested  so  long  ago  as  December  1851.  The 
sequestration  decree  against  the  Lombard  exiles  is 
severer  than  it  at  first  appeared  to  be.  On  behalf  of 
the  Emperor,  Radetzky  has  announced,  from  the 
fortress  of  Verona,  that  the  sequestration  includes  not 
only  those  who  may  not,  but  those  who  may  have 
obtained  permission  to  emigrate  :  whoever  may  be  con- 
sidered a  political  refugee  shall  lose  the  whole  of  his 
property  ;  no  regard  will  be  paid  to  contracts  or  legal 
liens  on  that  property.  Everybody  and  anybody  ap- 
pointed to  administer  the  decree  of  confiscation  must 
do  so  under  the  heaviest  pecuniary  penalties.  The 
consequences  of  this  decree  are  tremendous,  as  it 
includes  a  host  of  Lombard  exiles,  who,  with  the  per- 
mission of  Austria,  had  become  citizens  of  Piedmont. 
Among  them  are  Count  Borromeo,  Marquis  Palla- 
vinini  Trivulsio,  Count  Enrico  Martini,  Count  Gabrio 
Casati,  and  Count  Ercole  Oldofredi.  The  value  of  the 
property  is  very  great.  It  is  said  that  the  Sardinian 
Government  has  applied  for  advice  to  the  British 
Government.  The  Commission  of  Sequestration  was 
sitting  at  the  Palace  Borromeo. 


The  expulsion  from  Lombardy  of  the  people  belonging 
to  the  Swiss  Canton  of  Ticinohas  been  carried  into  effect 
with  great  rigour  and  cruelty.  The  valley  of  Erbonne 
is  a  part  of  the  large  valley  of  Inteloi,  situated  in 
Lombardy,  but  the  property  of  the  Ticinese,  who  reside 
there.  These  people,  to  the  number  of  100,  were  com- 
pelled on  the  15th  inst.,  to  abandon  houses,  flocks,  and 


Makch,  1S5S.] 


LITERATUEE  AND  ART. 


all  that  they  possessed  to  the  hands  of  strangers,  and 
have  arrived  at-Sendestad,  stripped  of  their  all. 


The  Milan  Gazette  of  the  20th  publishes  a  proclama- 
tion from  Marshal  Radetzky,  announcing  that  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  considering  that  the  persons  most 
compromised  as  chiefs  in  the  prosecution  for  high  treason 
at  Mantua  have  suffered  already  the  punishment  they 
deserved,  has  resolved  to  relinquish  the  prosecution,  and 
to  grant  to  all  the  other  persons  compromised,  under 
whatever  charge,  a  full  and  entire  reprieve  from  the 
sentences  -which  they  have  incurred,  without  any  dis- 
tinction, provided  that  they  were  then  under  arrest,  and 
excepting  only  the  refugees  en  contumaee. 

The  island  of  Sicily  is  in  a  very  disturbed  state. 
Accounts  from  Palermo  state  that  the  police  authorities 
declare  that  a-  wide-spread  conspiracy  exists  throughout 
the  island.  More  than  100  persons  of  respectability  have 
been  thrown  into  prison,  and  the  greatest  alarm  exists  in 
all  classes  of  society.  Military  commissions  are  forming, 
with  extraordinary  powers ;  and  the  garrisons  of  Palermo, 
Messina,  and  Catania  are  kept  on  siege  duty.  An  order 
has  appeared  obliging  all  students  to  leave  Naples  within 


twenty-four  hours.     The   town   is  to  be  placed  under 
military  authority. 


The  last  accounts  from  Constanti7iople  lessen  the 
apprehensions  of  a  rupture  between  Turkey  and  Russia. 
On  the  13th  inst.  Prince  Menschikoff  had  his  first 
audience  of  the  Sultan,  and  all  passed  off  in  the  most 
friendly  manner. 

The  dates  from  New  York  are  to  the  13th  instant. 
President  Pierce  delivered  his  inaugural  address  at 
Washington  on  the  -Ith.  The  new  cabinet  is  thus  com- 
posed :  Mr.  Marcy,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Secretary 
of  State  ;  Mr.  Caleb  Gushing,  who  was  a  military 
comrade  of  the  President  in  Mexico,  and  is  now  a  judge 
in  Massachusetts,  Attorney-General ;  Mr.  Guthrie,  of 
Kentucky,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  Mr.  Jefferson 
Davis,  another  Mexican  officer,  Secretary  at  War ;  Mr. 
Dobbin,  of  North  Carolina,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ; 
Mr.  M'Clelland,  Governor  of  Michigan,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior ;  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Pennsylvania,  Postmaster- 
General.  These  gentlemen  are  highly  spoken  of  both 
for  their  abilities  and  integrity  ;  all  are  distinguished  in 
the  Democratic  party. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  LITEKATUKE  AND  AET. 


SETER.4.L  miscellaneous  publications  of  the  past  month 
have  possessed  great  interest.  A  posthumous  Private 
Journal  of  F.  S.  Larpent,  Esq.,  who  was  attached  as 
judge-advocate  to  Lord  Wellington's  head-quarters 
during  the  last  two  years  of  the  Peninsular  war,  who 
witnessed  the  battles  of  Vittovia  and  Toulouse,  was  for 
a  short  time  prisoner  to  the  French,  and  had  intimate 
opportunities  of  observing  the  habits  and  manners  of 
our  great  military  chief,  has  given  us  a  picture  of 
Wellington  more  striking  as  well  as  pleasing,  because 
taken  by  one  to  whom  he  was  not  sitting  for  his  picture, 
than  any  we  have  had.  Mr.  Layard  has  published,  in  a 
noble  volume  full  of  learning,  adventure,  character,  and 
descriptive  power.  Discoveries  in  the  Ruins  of  Nineveh 
a7ul  Babylon,  being  the  result  of  a  second  expedition. 
Professor  Newman,  of  University  College,  has  translated 
into  unrhymed  metres  The  Odes  of  Horace,  in  yhich, 
though  it  is  impossible  ever  to  hope  to  naturalise  such 
forms  of  verse  to  the  English  tongue,  the  delightful  old 
Latin  poet  is  made  sufficiently  intelligible  to  those  who 
know  nothing  of  his  language;  and,  even  for  those  who 
do,  the  information  as  to  his  j)ersonal  history,  and  the 
circumstances  in  which  his  writings  were  composed,  is 
most  curious  and  ample.  Mr.  Kennedy  has  judiciously 
compresed  into  one  small  volume  a  Narrative  of  the 
Second  Voyage  of  the  Prince  Albert  in  Search  of  Sir 
John  Franklin.  Mr.  Henry  Shaw  has  published  a 
Hand-book  of  Mediaval  Alphabets  and  Devices,  in 
which  the  rich  treasures  of  his  more  gorgeous  work  on 
that  svibject  are  popularised  and  made  accessible.  A 
touching  and  impressive  memorial  of  one  of  the  last  of 
our  heroic  travellers  in  Africa  (unhappily  not  the 
last,  for  even  since  his  death,  two  years  ago,  another 
has  been  added  to  the  illustrious  list  headed  by  the 
names  of  Park  and  Clapperton),  has  been  made  in  a 
Narrative  of  a  Mission  to  Central  Africa  in  1850-1 
by  the  late  James  Richardson.  Mr.  Horace  St.  John  has 
compiled  a  History  of  the  Indian  Archipelago.  Colonel 
Mure  has  added  a  fourth  volume,  occupied  chiefly  with 
Herodotus  and  his  writings,  to  his  History  of  the  Lan- 
guage and  Literature  of  Ancient  Greece.  Lord  Grey 
has  published,  in  a  series  of  letters  to  the  Prime  Mini- 
ster under  whom  he  directed  the  Colonial  Office,  a 
defence  of  The  Colonial  Policy  of  Lord  John  Russell's 
Administration.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pulzsky,  have  favoured 
the  world  with  their  Sketches  of  Society  in  the  United 
States,  to  which  they  prefix  the  not  very  intelligible 
title  of  White  Red  Black.  Mr.  George  Campbelf  has 
enlarged  into  a  bulky  octavo  the  contents  of  some  pam- 
phlets he  had  directed  against  abuses  existing  in  the 
government  of  India,  under  the  title  of  Lidia  as  it  May 
Be.  Mr.  Cayley  has  made  another  step  to  the  comple- 
tion ofhis  pi-oposed  translation  of  i)a«<e'«  Divine  Comedy, 
in  the  metre  of  the  original,  by  issuing  his  version  of 


the  Purgatory.  The  first  huge  Tolume  of  a  very  ela- 
borate treatise  on  practical  horticulture,  called  the  Book 
of  the  Garden,  has  been  put  forth,  with  no  less  than  a 
thousand  and  seventy  illustrations,  by  Mr.  Charles 
Mcintosh.  A  book  of  travels,  comprising  the  Narrative 
of  a  Journey  Round  the  World  which  occupied  five  years, 
and  not  the  least  attractive  part  of  which  relates  to  South 
Australia,  California,  and  Australia,  has  been  trans- 
lated from  the  German  of  the  traveller,  Mr.  F.  Ger- 
staecker.  And  Mrs.  Stowe  has  published,  in  A  Key  to 
Uncle  Tom's  Cabin,  a  most  impressive  and  sufficing 
answer  to  those  who  had  accused  her  of  exaggeration 
and  falsehood  in  her  world-famous  book. 

To  this  list  we  have  to  add  one  of  other  books  of  less 
importance,  but  some  of  them  not  uninteresting.  Among 
these  minor  births  of  the  last  month  have  been  An 
Englishwoman  s  E.xpericnce  of  America,  a  sensible  and 
entertaining  little  volume  ;  an  abridgment  (a  very  tiny 
but  pretty  pamphlet)  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford's  edition 
of  Evelyn's  Saintly  Life  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Godolphin  ; 
a  small  volume  of  poetry,  Tamerton  Church  Tower, 
and  other  poems,  in  which  Mr.  Coventry  Patmore  has 
placed  beside  his  new  verses  carefully  corrected  copies  of 
the  best  of  his  old  ones  ;  the  second  and  concluding  part 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Warren's  Laxo  and  Practice  of  Election 
Committees ;  three  novels,  entitled  respectively,  Harry 
3Iuir,  Nelly  Armstrong,  and  the  Longwoods  of  the 
Grange ;  some  additions  to  Mr.  Bohn's  various  Libraries, 
to  the  Messrs.  Chambers's  Tracts  and  Miscellanies,  to 
Messrs.  Ingram  &  Cooke's  Universal  and  Illustrated 
Libraries,  to  Mr.  Routledge's  Popular  Library,  to 
Murray's  Railway  Reading,  to  Chapman  and  Hall's 
Reading  for  Travellers,  and  to  Longman's  Railway 
Library ;  a  cheap  edition  of  Mr.  Thackeray's  Vanity 
Fair ;  a  pleasing  little  volume  called  Life  by  the  Fire- 
side ;  a 'volume  by  Doctor  Ihne,  of  Liverpool,  of  Re- 
searches into  the  History  of  the  Roman  Constitutio?i ; 
a  fanciful  little  book  by  Hans  Christian  Andersen,  of 
A  Poet's  Day  Dreams ;  a  supposed  autobiography  of  a 
journeyman  printer,  under  the  title  of  The  Working- 
man's  Way  in  the  World ;  and  finally  a  translation,  by 
Mrs.  Percy  Sinnett,  of  M.  Von  Rochau's  Wayiderings 
through  the  Cities  of  Italy  in  1850  and  1851. 

Pamphlet  literature  has  also  supplied  us  with  several 
additional  tracts  on  Indian  aifairs,  with  a  couple  of 
replies  to  Mr.  Cobden's  disquisition  on  the  relations  of 
England  and  France,  with  sundry  anticipations  of  the 
coming  Budget,  with  plentiful  considerations  for  and 
against  the  claims  of  the  Jew  to  sit  in  parUament,  with 
sensible  arguments  for  a  Colonial  penny  postage,  with 
information  from  the  continent  on  modes  of  Industrial 
Instruction,  and  with  views  of  the  most  opposite 
character  as  to  the  claims  and  probable  fate  of  the  now 
reeling  Ottoman  Empire. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


List  of  Bankrupts. — The  ArmMinntnt  Clauses  in  the  2'rcmif 
BankriKpt  Lean  are  so  extensictbt  rtsoiied  to,  that  the  'most  im- 
portant  bankrujncim  are  not  iiotijiecl  in  the  "London  Gazette." 
It  has  been  determimd,  therefore,  to  svbstitiiie  more  ustfid  com- 
mercial information  for  the  Lists  of  Banl-rupts  hitlvei-to  printed  in 
th  is  place. 

BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  19th  inst.,  £19,163,146. 

LATEST    LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars.  per  oz.  5    11 

Do.,  dust,  ,,         3  15    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       „        4  ll| 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Poreion  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris 

Hamburgh 


. .   0  48  prem. 
. .   0-35     ,, 


New  York 0  '42  disct. 


STOCKS. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents. 
Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1860  . . . . 

Bank  Stock,  8  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


Hi-hest. 

Lowest. 

100^ 

99i 

100^ 

lOOi 

uai 

103i 

Ci 

61 

2-29i 

226i 

20.«  pm. 

80  pm. 

56  pm. 

40  pm. 

lOOi-i 
102 

227 

7-12spm 
40s.  pm. 


Receipts 

raid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
Jan.  1. 

100 

Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

105 

103i 

1031 

£91,955 

all 

Blackwall     

^k 

Si 

9 

10,782 

inn 

Caledonian  

65i 

04 

64  i- 

95,940 

all 

Eastern  Counties  . . 

131 

12i 

13i 

163,216 

100 

Ediub.  and  Glasgow 

78 

73 

75 

39,844 

Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

108i 

107 

107i 

48,506 

Great  Northern  .... 

82i 

80 

82 

152,010 

100 

Great  Western    

92i 

904 

91i 

180,816 

100 

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 

78i 

75i 

76 

189,584 

100 

London  &  N.  Westn. 

120i 

1184 

119 

383,803 

100 

London  &  S.  Westn. 

91i 

90 

90-1 

94,156 

100 

Midland    

77 

74i 

75 

243,902 

ion 

South-East.  &  Dover 

79 

78 

157,762 

100 

York,  Newc,  &  Ber. 

70i 

68i 

684-9 

148,259 

100 

York  &  N.  Midland. 

00 

58 

59 

81,  .030 

FOREIGN  LIST— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  104 
Chilian  6  per  cent. ,  1074 
Danish  3  per  cent.,  84-6 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  98J-9 
French  3  per  cent.,  79-90 
French  4  per  cent.,  99  f.  75  c. 
French  44  per  cent.,  103  f.  70  c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  25| 
Peruvian  6  p.  cent,  defd.,  103-4 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  39-9i 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  121-2 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  4S4-9| 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  944-64 


Railways. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  1-1 4 
East  Belgian  Junct.  I-I4 
Luxembourg,  74-8 
Northern  of  France,  36i-4 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  8J-9i 
Paris  and  Orleans,  424-34 
Paris  and  Lyons,  184-i 
Paris  and  Rouen,  42-3 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  334-J 
South  of  Franco,  44-5 
West  Fl.anders,  4|-5i 
West  of  France,  94-10 
Rouen  and  Havre,  20-1. 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

AustraUan    5-6  prem. 

Do.  freehold    i-i     ,, 

Australasian I-14     ,, 

Do.  Cordillera i-i      ,, 

Brit.  Australian. .      i-i     ,, 
Colonial  Gold       24  to  2}   ,. 

Lake  Bathurst i  dis.  -jiar 

Port  Philip i-i  prem. 

South  AustraUan 4-|  ,, 

Railways. 

East  Indian SJ  to  6i  prem. 

Upper  India 4     >, 

Ind.  Peuin.sula.  IJ  to  2     ,, 

Madras 2  to  24     ,, 

Queb.  and  Rich- 
mond  i-|     ,, 

Miscellaneous  Companies, 


Banks. 

Australasian 934  to  92 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.   12|-12| 
Ind.  Aust.  .and  China  3|-4 
Ludn.  Aust.  and  India    24-3 
Lndn.  Chart,  of  Aust.  17^-4 
South  Australian  . . .  .504-514 
Union  of  Australia    76i  to  774 


Steam  Companies. 

Australia  Direct 

Australian  Royal  Mail 5-54 

Eastern  Steam    

General  Screw  St.  Ship 12 

Penins.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  85 


Australian  Agricultural    105 

Van  Diemen's  Land 234-44 

South  Australian  Land     544 


North  Brtish  Australian.  2Jpm. 

Peel  River  Laud   11| 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest. .  2-24pm 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

ending— 

s. 

<(. 

S.        ((. 

s.     d. 

s.      d. 

«.     d. 

s.     d. 

Feb.  19 

45 

G 

30     11 

IS      5 

31       3 

34      8 

31       5 

—    26 

45 

5 

31       2 

18      4 

31       2 

34       8 

31      7 

Mar.    5 

45 

5 

31       4 

18       4 

30     11 

34       7 

31       8 

—    12 

45 

5 

31       5 

18      4 

30       8 

34       6 

31     10 

—    19 

45 

5 

31       9 

IS     10 

30     10 

34       2 

32     11 

Malt,  Town,  per  qr.  58  to  63 
Malting  Barley  „  30  —  32 
Oats,  best,  ,,        21  —  24 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  38  —  40 
Country   household  34  —  35 
American,  per  barl.  25  —  27 
Indian  Corn,    per  qr.    34  —  36 


Latest  London  Market  Prices. 

I.   s.      1.  s. 

Hay per  load  4    7  to  4  12 

Clover..        ,,  4  15  —  5    5 

Straw..         „  1  10  — 1  14 

Guano,  Peru  v.,  p.  ton,  9/.  10s. 
Liuseedcake,  perton,10/.roll^ 
Rape  cake,  ditto,  H.  to  4/.  10s. 
Bones,  ditto,  4(.  l.'ia. 

Poultry — Capons,  3s. — 4s.; 
Fowls,  2s.  —  3s.  ;  Cliicks, 
•Is.'ld.—Ss.Od.;  Ducks,  2s.9rf.; 
Geese,  3s.  3d. — 7s. ;  Turkeys, 
4s.l0(;.— lis.  ;  Pigeons,  10((. 

Hides,  &c. — Market,  90  lbs., 
4c/.— 44rf.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lbs., 
Sid. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lbs., 
5s.  Od. ;  do. ,  Horse-liides,  6s. ; 
Ox  and  Cow  boms,  per  123, 
21s.— 60s.  Rough  TaUow, 
22s. 

Oils. 


per  St.  3 

•  •     „  4 

..     „  4 

..      „  3 


d.    s.  d. 

6  to  3  10 

4  —  4  8 

6  —  5  2 

8  —  3  10 


s.    d. 
1     Otol 
1     2  —  1 

0  11  —  1 

1  2  —  2 
1     0  —  2 


:.  d. 
3 
3 
3 
4 
0 


0  —  1  10 


Cattle — 

Beasts, 

Calves 

Sheep „ 

Pigs    , 

Wool,  per  lb. — 

South  Downs 

Kentish  fleeces 

Flannel  wool. . 

Australian. . . . 

Cape    

Spanish 

Metals. 
Cijpper,  Cakes,  p.  ton,  13R?.  10s. 

Iron,  Pigs,  it.  ;  Rails,  S/.  10s. 

to    9/.    5s.       Lead,    English 

Pig,  25(.  10s.     Steel,  Swedish 

Keg,   191.   10s.    to  20(.     Tin, 

English  block,  122;.;  B9.nca, 

122;.  ;    Spelter,     22!.  ;    Zinc, 

•2Sl. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  00s. 

American,  70s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  8  lb. , 

3s.  to  3s.  8d. ;  Irish  India,  per 

cwt.,   90s.  ;  Hambro',  100s.  ; 

American,  SOs.  to  100s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

7d.  to  Wd.  ;  Dorset,  per  cwt. 

92s.  to  108s.  ;   Irish,  92s.  to 

98s. ;  Dutch,  S4s. 
Cheese— Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

52s.   to   SOs.  ;    Dutch,    S4s.  ; 

Wiltshire,  50s.  to  62s. 
Hams— York,    76s.    to    S4s.  ; 

Irish,    76s.    to  SOs.  ;    West- 
phalia, 50s.  to  67s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  pi-ime,    per 

S  lbs.,  3s.  Sd.  to  4s.  8d. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  115s.  tolSOs. 
Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  to  4s.  2d. 
Veal,  3s.  4d.  to  4s.  6d. 


Gallipoli,  per  ton,  70/. ;  Spenn, 
901.  ;  Pale  Seal,  35J.  ;  Rape, 
3"/.  to  3S;.  ;  Cocoa-nut,  '.iSl. 
to  40!. ;  Palm,  29!.  6s. ;  Lm- 
seed,  301.  6s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef, 
40!.  9s.  to  42!.  6s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  375. 
to  43s. ;   Bahia,  24s.  to  26s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 48s.  6d.  to  49.«.  ;  Do.. 
Plantation,  61s.  to  85s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 7Ss.  to  98s.  ;  Jamaica, 
S9s.  to  94s.  ;  Java,  42s.  to 
57s.  Costa  Rica,  53s.  to  84s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  2us. ; 
Bengal,  lis.  to  12s. ;  Patna, 
14s.  to  18s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
38s.  to  40s.  ;  M.auritius,  35s. 
to  39s. ;  Bengal,  31s.  to  3Ts. ; 
Madras,  36s.  to  42s. ;  Havan- 
nah,  35s.  to  41s. 

Do.,  Refined. —  Standard 
lumps,  45s.  to  48s. ;  Bastards. 
26s.  to  35s.  6d. ;  Crushed, 
29s.  to    305. 

Tea,  per  lb.  —  Congou,  Is 
to  Is.  2d. ;  Souchong,  Is.  6d- 
to  Is.  10c!. ;  Hyson,  Is.  lOd. 
to  3s. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kinodom. 


1853. 

Australian 
Ccjlouies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other       T„,„, 
places.      T"""- 

To  Jan.  31 

Febraary 

3,063 
3,381 

8 
13 

6,626 
13,338 

236 
167 

9,933 
16,899 

To  2Sth  Feb. 

6,444 

21 

19,964 

403 

26,832 

N.B. — It  is  found  impossible  to  obtain  these  statistics  to  a 
later  date  than  the  month  previous  to  our  publication,  nor  Ls 
any  register  of  the  sexes  obtainable  from  reliable  sources. 
Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


From 

London . . 
Livei^^ool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 


Cahin. 


£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 


Steerage. 


£25  to  27  10 
10  —  15  0 
12  —  15  0 
14  — 
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NAEEATIVE  OF  PAELIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


Both    Holtses    of    Parliament    reassembled    on 
Monday,  the  4th  instant. 

In  the  House  of  Louds,   Lord   Campbell  called 
attention  to  the  Address  presented  by  a  Deputation  from 
Merchants  in  the   City  to  the  French   Emperor.     He 
asked  whether  the  deputation  which,  in  the  name  of  the 
English    nation,    had    presented     an    address    to    the 
Emperor  of  the  French  on  the  relations  of  peace  and 
■war  between  the  two  countries,  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  government  of  her  Majesty  ?     He  had  no  wish  to 
blame  the  individuals  who  composed   the  deputation. 
No  doubt  their  motives  were  patriotic  and  disinterested. 
But   if  they  had   acted  without  the  authority  of  the 
government,  he   apprehended  "they  had  been  guilty  of 
an  ofience,  perhaps  against  the  law  of  the  land,  and  at 
all  events  against  the  law  of  nations."     It  was  the  esta- 
blished rule,  and  he  quoted  Vattel  in  support  of  his 
view,  that  the  intercourse  between  independent  nations 
should  be  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  ambassa- 
dors.    He  referred  to  what  took  place  in  1791,  when 
there   was   a   deputation   sent   from    England    to    the 
Empress  Catherine  by  the  English  party  who  wished  to 
preserve  relations  of  peace  and  amity.     Burke  then  laid 
it  down  that  that  proceeding  was  "in  law,   not  very 
remote  from  an  offence,  and  undoubtedly  a  most  uncon- 
stitutional act,  and  a  high  treasonable  misdemeanour." 
Now  those  principles  ought  to  govern  the  transaction  to 
which  he  had  called  attention.     He  concurred  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  address,  but  he  should  have  thought 
the   declaration   of  them   wholly  unnecessary,    for   all 
classes  and  parties  concurred  in  them.     He  was  happy 
to  find  that  his  Imperial  Majesty  entertained  sentiments 
of  peace  and  amity  ;  but  suppose  there  was  a  Republic 
in  France,  and  a  deputation  of  Socialists  and  United 
Irishmen  went  over  to  ask,  in  the  name  of  the  English 
people,  for  fraternisation  ?     Did  not  the  deputation  of 
Smith  O'Brien  and  the  Irish  sympathisers  create  great 
alarm  ?     No  doubt  the  deputation  who  presented  the 
late  address  were  actuated  by  disinterested  motives ;  but 
might  not  these   demonstrations   be  got  up   for  mere 
stock-jobbing  purposes  ? — The  Earl  of  Clarendon  said 
that  the  sanction  of  Government  had  not  been  given  nor 
asked.     A   gentleman    had   waited    on   him,    and   had 
showed  him  the  address.     It  appeared  to  him  perfectly 
unobjectionable,  and  such  as  "  every  right-minded  man 
could  have  no    possible  objection  to  sign."     But  when 
asked,  he  objected  to  instruct  the  British  Ambassador  to 
be    present    when    the   address   was    laid    before    the 
Emperor;    and   Lord   Cowley   was   not    present.     The 
address  had  made  a  good  impression  ;  but   had   he  been 
asked,  he  would  have  objected  to  such  a  transaction  as 
"perfectly   unnecessary,"  because  the  feelings    of  this 
country  towards  France  were  of  the  most  cordial  descrip- 
tion, and  no  misapprehension  existed  among  the  French 
people.     There  was  no  comparison  between  the  late  and 
the    Irish   deputation  of  1848. — The  Earl  of  Ellen- 
BOROUOH  was  glad  to  hear  from  Lord  Campbell  that 
this  transaction  was  as  illegal  as  it  was  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  every  Englishman.     He  dissented  from  the 
complimentary   terms   used   in    the   address,    and    the 
whole  transaction  filled  him  with  "  unqualified  disgust." 
The  Lord  Chancellor  hoped  it  would  not  go  forth 
that  the  deputation  was  illegal.     Such  proceedings  were 
not  quite  unusual.     A  deputation,  not  national  indeed, 
but  as  national  as  they  could  make   it,  had  not  long  ago 


waited  on  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. — Lord  Camp- 
bell explained  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  define  the 
word  "  illegal."  If  it  meant  the  subject  of  an  indict- 
ment, it  would  not  amount  to  a  misdemeanour,  unless 
there  was  a  7naliis  animus ;  but  if  illegal  meant  that 
which  the  law  did  not  sanction,  and  for  which  a  Member 
of  Parliament  might  be  impeached,  then  the  deputation 
was  illgeal.  The  deputation  to  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Tuscany  had  not  a  national  object ;  had  nothing  to  do 
with  peace  or  war. 

On  Tuesday,  April  5,  Lord  Canning  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Land  Improvement  (Ireland)  Bill, 
to  extend  the  facilities  of  the  bill  of  1847  by  enabling 
landowners  to  expend  their  own  funds,  and  to  borrow 
from  private  individuals  as  well  as  government. — The 
Earl  of  WicKLow  objected  to  some  of  the  details  of  the 
measure. — Lord  St.  Leonard.?  remarked  that  the 
powers  for  improving  the  land  bestowed  by  the  bill 
were  of  a  very  dangerous  character,  and  impressed 
upon  government  the  necessity  of  providing  that  they 
should  not  be  abused. — Lord  Beaumont  complained 
that  the  bill  was  a  violation  of  the  jights  of  property. — 
The  bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  Thursday,  April  7,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen 
announced  the  Birtli  of  a  Prince,  and  moved  an  address 
of  congratulation  to  her  Majesty. — The  Earl  of 
Malmesbury,  in  the  absence  of  Lord  Derby,  expressed 
his  satisfaction  at  the  auspicious  event,  and  seconded 
the  motion,  which  was,  of  course,  carried  unanimously. 

Earl  Grey  asked  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
government  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  and 
proceedings  of  the  Neic  Zealand  Company.  He  thought 
such  an  investigation  absolutely  necessary  after  the 
accusations  which  had  been  last  session  made  against 
the  company,  and  he  was  the  more  anxious  for  an 
inquiry  now,  because  it  had  been  insinuated  that  he 
had  wilfully  connived  at  the  frauds  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  by  the  companj-. — The  Duke  of 
Newcastle  replied,  that  last  year  he  had  been  of 
opinion  that  investigation  was  desirable  before  fresh 
concessions  were  made  to  the  New  Zealand  Company  ; 
but  parliament  had  decided  that  no  inquiry  was  needed. 
Now  that  those  concessions  had  been  made,  he  thought 
an  investigation  useless.  "While  he  abstained  from 
offering  any  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  company, 
he  felt  bound  to  say  that  he  thought  Lord  Grey's 
honour  was  not  involved  in  the  transactions  of  the 
New  Zealand  Company. 

On  Friday,  April  8,  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  master  mariners,  mates,  and 
seamen  of  Hartlepool,  against  any  repeal  of  the  pro- 
vision of  Act  12  Vict.,  restricting  the  Number  of  Foreign 
Seamen  in  British  Ships.  The  Noble  Earl  expressed  his 
regret  at  the  fact  of  the  tonnage  of  this  country  not 
having  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  that  of  foreign 
countries.  He  considered  it  would  be  highly  impolitic 
to  assist  the  shipowners  by  reducing  the  rate  of  wages, 
and  thereby  reduce  the  number  of  seamen.  On  the 
maintenance  of  the  maritime  strength  of  this  country 
its  safety  depended,  and  that  was  a  question  of  more  impor- 
tance than  the  interest  of  any  single  mercantile  class. — 
Lord  Granville  deprecated  a  discussion  upon  a  subject 
which  would  so  soon,  in  a  more  tangible  form,  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  house.  A  measure  was  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  government,  but  nothing  could  be 
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further  from  their  intention  than  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
wa^es  to  the  seamen. — Lord  Colchesteii  was  of  opinion 
that  the  employment  of  foreign  seamen  was  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  English  sailors. — Earl  Grey  could  not 
regard  the  measure  which  the  government  were  al)out 
to  introduce  as  calculated  to  reduce  the  wages  of  British 
sailors.  His  belief  was,  that  the  employment  of  foreign 
seamen  would  not  have  the  etfect  of  decreasing  the  rate 
of  wages. — The  discussion  concluded  with  some  remarks 
by  tlie  Duke  of  Akgyll  in  support  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  government. 

On  Monday,  April  11,  on,  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen',  the  house  agreed  to  the  address  which  had 
been,  adopted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  praying  for  a 
commission  to  inquire  into  the  Corrupt  Practices  at  the 
Canterbury  Elections. 

On  Tuesday,  April  12,  Lord  Lyttelton  moved  the 
commitment  of  the  l^accination  Extension  Bill,  and 
entered  at  some  length  into  the  history  of  vaccination  in 
England. — The  Earl  of  Ellenbohough  suggested 
certain  niodesof  accommodating  the  system  of  compulsory 
vaccination  to  the  prejudices  of  the  poorer  classes,  and 
proposed  that  his  and  other  amendments  to  the  bill 
should  be  printed,  and  then  that  it  sh(')uld  be  re-com- 
mitted on  another  day. — After  a  few  words  from  Lord 
Redesdale,  the  house  went  into  committee  on  the 
bill,  and  the  clauses,  with  the  amendments  suggested  by 
the  Earl  of  Ellexbokouoh,  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  re-committed. 

On  Friday,  April  15,  Lord  Bebners  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Poor  Bemoval  and  Local 
Assess?neiit  Bill.— liovd  St.vnlhy  of  Alderley  hoped  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  press  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  as  it  was  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
to  introduce  a  measure  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
whole  law  of  settlement. — The  Earl  of  Deiiby^,  whilst 
admitting  the  importance  of  this  subject,  was  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  government. — After  a  few  words  from  Lord 
Beaumont  and  the  Duke  of  Kichmond  in  favour  of 
the  Earl  of  Derby's  suggestion.  Lord  Berneiis  con- 
sented to  adopt  that  course. — The  bill  was  accordingly 
withdrawn. 

On  Monday,  April  18,  the  Earl  of  WiNCHILSEA 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquke  into 
the  System  of  Education  Pursued  at  the  College  of 
Maynootli,  and  alter  inveighing  with  great  vehemence 
against  the  insult  offered  by  the  Pope  to  the  Queen  by 
his  recent  bull,  proceeded  to  attribute  most  of  the  evils 
of  the  Romish  system  to  the  pernicious  tenets  inculcated 
by  the  canon  law,  according  to  which  the  Pope  assumed 
temporal  as  well  as  spiritual  authority  over  the  subjects 
of  other  Sovereigns.  If  these  tenets  (he  said)  were 
taught  atMaynooth,  it  was  high  tiuie  that  such  a  system 
of  education  was  put  down,  and  with  tliis  view  he 
brought  forward  the  ])resent  motion,  which,  however,  he 
would  consent  to  withdraw  in  favour  of  Loi'd  Aberdeen's 
amendment,  if  the  commission  proposed  were  composed 
of  four  members,  two  nominated  by  the  crown  and 
two  by  himself. — The  Earl  oi  Ahekdeen  declined 
to  enter  into  the  question  of  Papal  aggression,  and 
thought  it  rather  late,  after  the  College  of  Maynooth 
had  been  sanctioned  by  parliament  for  sixty  years,  that 
the  House  should  be  told  that  it  had  abandoned  its  duty 
to  its  country  and  its  Goil,  because  the  noble  Earl  had 
made  the  discovery  t'nat  Protestant  doctrines  were  not 
taught  in  a  Roman  Catholic  College.  The  tone  of  Lord 
WincliiUea's  speech  showed  plainly  that  his  object  was 
not  inquiry  iuto  the  system  pursU';d  at  Maynooth,  but 
the  annihilation  of  the  college.  The  government  had 
no  objtetion  to  appoint  a  comraissioji,  but  it  could  not 
accede  to  the  noble  Earl's  motion,  and  he  therefore  felt 
it  his  duty  to  move  for  a  Commii-sion  of  Inquiry,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion. — A  lon'j  debate  followed,  in 
whicli  Iiords  Roden,  Dtsart,  Dufferin,  and  Beaumont, 
the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Dukes  of  Leiiistcr  and  Argyll, 
the  Marquises  of  Claricarde  and  Lansdowne,  and  the 
Earls  of  Derby,  Shaftesbury,  and  Harrowby  took  part. 
The  question  was  then  put,  when  the  numbers  were 
for  the  motion  53  ;  against  it,  110. 

On  Tuesday,  April  19,  the  Earl  of  Eglintox  in 
moving  for  certain  papers,  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  Case  of  Mr.  Kirwan,  and  comidained  of 


the  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans  in  reinstating 
him  in  his  post  as  a  magistrate  after  his  suspension  by 
him  (the  noble  earl). — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  that 
he  would  not  object  to  the  production  of  papers  which 
had  no  existence  ;  and  he  disavowed  any  intention  to 
cast  a  slight  upon  the  administration  of  Lord  Eglinton 
by  the  step  which  the  government,  and  not  the  present 
lord  lieutenant,  had  taken.  A  short  discussion  as  to 
the  propriety  and  policy  of  the  proceeding  terminated 
in  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion. 

On  Thursday,  April  21,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  moved 
for  an  address  to  tlie  crown  for  a  commission  of  inquiry 
into  the  Corrupt  Practices  in  the  Hull  Election.  After 
some  discussion,  in  which  Lords  Campbell  and  St. 
Leonards  took  part,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Malmesbuuy  asked  "in  what  state  the 
negotiations  now  stood  with  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment respecting  the  Colonial  Fisheries,  and  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  government  to  protect  the 
British  fishermen. — The  Earl  of  Clarendon  said,  that 
Mr.  Crampton,  British  minister  at  Washington,  in 
obedience  to  instructions  from  Lord  Malmesbury  when 
in  office,  had  entered  into  negotiations  on  the  subject  of 
the  fisheries,  which  were  still  pending.  With  respect  to 
the  protection  to  be  afforded  to  British  fishermen,  the 
present  government  had  adopted  precisely  the  same 
instructions  as  those  sent  out  by  their  predecessors. 

On  Friday,  April  22,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  moved 
the  second  reatling  of  the  Clergy  Iteserves  (Canada) 
Bill,  and  was  met  by  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  who  moved 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
A  debate  followed,  in  which  Lord  Lyttelton,  Lord  St. 
Leonards,  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
and  Earl  Grey  took  part.  The  result  was,  that  on  the 
suggestion  of  Lord  Derby  the  amendment  was  withdrawn, 
the  opposition  to  the  bill  being  reserved  for  committee. 
— The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

On  Monday,  April  2.5,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  Canadian  Clergy  Reserves  Bill,  when  a  long 
and  warm  debate  arose  on  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Lord  Derby  to  the  first  clause ;  the  effect  of  that 
amendment  being  to  preserve  to  the  Established  Church 
in  Canada  all  the  proceeds  of  the  revenues  guaranteed 
to  it,  and  already  appropriated  under  the  acts  of  1827 
and  I8'i0,  but  to  give  the  Colonial  Legislature  free 
power  to  deal  with  any  portion  of  the  Clergy  Reserves 
which  was  not  already  so  appropriated  and  allotted.  In 
this  discussion  the  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, Lord  Wicklow,  Lord  Wharncliffe,  Lord  Desart, 
The  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  the  Bishop  of  London,  the 
Duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Grey,  Lord  St.  Leonards,  and 
the  Bishops  of  Oxford  and  Exeter  took  part.  Upon  a 
division  the  amendment  of  Lord  Derby  was  rejected  by 
117  against  77  ;  and  the  bill  passed. 


In  the  House  oar  Commons,  on  Monday,  April  4, 
Lord  John  Rdssell  made  hia  promised  statement  of 
the  intentions  and  views  of  government  with  respect  to 
National  Education.  He  began  by  describing  what  has 
been  done  in  the  matter  of  education  for  the  poorer 
classes  since  public  day  schools  were  established  ;  he 
then  examined  the  voluntary  and  secular  systems, — 
deciding  against  either ;  and  followed  that  up  by  an 
outline  of  the  government  measures, — embracing  an 
extension  of  the  present  system,  a  plan  for  dealing  with 
educational  charities,  and  an  outline  of  University 
Reform.  Early  in  the  present  century  Joseph  Lancaster 
and  Dr.  Bell  were  instruuiental  in  establishing  day 
schools  for  the  educatiou  of  the  poor.  The  system  of 
Lancaster  was  adopted  by  a  society  called  the  British 
and  I'oreign  School  Society,  established  in  1805,  liberally 
patronised  by  Georye  the  Third,  and  promoted  by  the 
late  Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Brougham,  Sir  Samuel 
Romilly,  and  others.  But  it  was  objected  on  the  part 
ot  the  Established  Church,  that  although  the  Bible  was 
read  in  these  day  schools,  the  formularies  of  the  Church 
of  England  were  not  taught ;  and  in  1811  the  National 
Society  was  formed  in  order  to  give  instruction  in  the 
Catechism  as  well  as  the  Bible,  making  it  a  rule  that 
the  scholars  should  attend  the  Established  Church  on 
Sundays.  Hence  arose  a  controversy  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  these  schools  should  be  conducted ;  and 
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it  became  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  unite  the  work- 
ing classes  in  one  general  sj'stem  of  education.     Under 
these   systems,    however,    schools   spread   all    over   the 
country.     In  1831  or  1832,  for  the  first  time.  Lord  Grey 
proposed  that  10,000/.  a  year  should  be  given   to  each 
society,  and  distributed  in  proportion  to  the  local  con- 
tributions,   taking  no   note   or  regard   of  the   kind   of 
education   given.     In   1839  Lord  Melbotirne's  govern- 
ment proposed  a  change,  which  was  based  on  a  letter 
written  by  Lord  John  Russell,   th^n  Home  Secretary, 
to  Lord  Lansdowne.     It  was  then  that  a  Committee  of 
Council  was  proposed,  and  also  the  establishment  of  one 
largo  normal  or  training  school,  in  which   persons  of 
different  religious  persuasions  should  be  educated,  with 
a  chaplain  to  instruct  those  who  belonged  to  the  Churcli 
of  England.     This  proposal  excited  great  alai-m,    and 
was  withdrawn  by  the  government,  after  much  threat- 
ened  opposition :  the   proposal   for   the   Committee    of 
Council,  however,  was  carried  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  a  narrow  majority.     In  1846,  and  partly  before,  the 
system  of  training  schools  was  introduced,  under  which 
numbers  were  educated  specially  and  properly  for  filling 
the  office  of  schoolmaster.     Since  18-14  the  outlay  on 
these  schools  has  been  3-53, 402i. ;  and  the  grants  137, 623/. 
In    1852   the   total   expended    was    130,103/.;    and   the 
numlier  of  schools  40.     Quoting  a  return  he  had  just 
received  from  the  Registrar-General,   he    showed   the 
amount  and  character  of  education,   generally.      "It 
comprises  (he  said)  the  public  and  private  day  schools, 
and  contains  the  number  of  both  sexes  belonging  to  the 
schools,  and  the  nunlber  attending  on  the  31st  of  March 
1851.     The   total   number  of  day  schools  is  stated  at 
44,898  ;  public  day  schools  15,473,  private  day  schools 
29,425.     The  total  number  of  both  sexes  attending  the 
day  schools  is  2,108,473.     Those  who  attend  tlie  public 
day  schools  amount  to  1,407,569,  and  those  who  attend 
the   private     day    schools    to    700,904.      The   number 
attending  the  schools  on  the  31st  of  March,  1851,  when 
the  last  census  was  taken,   including  both   sexes,  was 
1,754,976  ;    of  which   there   were   at    the    public    day 
schools  1,115,237,  and  at  the  private  day  schools  639,739. 
It  is  stated  in  this  table  that  the  proportion  of  scholars 
on  the  books  is  11'76  or  one  scholar  to  8.'-  persons.     The 
proportion  of  scholars   in  attendance   to  those   on  the 
books  is  upwards  of  83  per  cent.,  or  about  five-sixths  of 
those  on  the  books  were  in  attendance.  Now,  it  appears 
from  this  account  that  the  number  of  scholars  in  the 
private  schools  does  not  average  more  than  27  ;  but  in 
the  public  schools,  with  which  we  have  mure  imme- 
diately to  deal,  it  amounts  to  93  ;  therefore  we  may 
take  93  as  the  average  of  persons  attending  at  those 
public  day  schools.      I  will   now  state  from  different 
sources   that   which  I  believe   is  a  fair    and   accurate 
estimate  of  the  number  of  schools  conducted  under  the 
auspices  of  the  different  societies,  and  of  the  number  of 
persons,   including  boys  and  girls,  who  belong  to  the 
schools  of  each  of  those  societies.  The  number  of  schools 
of  the  Church  of  England,  as  ascertained  by  the  National 
Society  in  1847,  was  17,015;    of  British  and  Foreign 
Schools,  1500;  of  Wesleyan  schools,   397;  of  Congre- 
gational schools,  89 ;  of  Roman  Catholic  schools,  585 ;  and 
(■f  Ragged  schools,   270;    making    altogether,    19,856. 
The    number    of   scholars    taught    in   the    Church   of 
England    schools    was    955,865 ;    in  the    British    and 
Foreign,  225,000  ;  in  the  Wesleyan  schools,  38,000  odd; 
in  the  Congregational  schools,  7000  odd  ;  in  the  Roman 
Catholic    schools,    34,000    odd ;    and    in    the   R;igged 
schools,    20,000   odd— making   a  total   of  1,281,077^      I 
will  now  state,  so  far  as  it  has  been  ascertained,  the 
income   belonging   to  those   different   religious   bodies, 
and  applied  to  the  purpose  of  conducting  their  respective 
schools.     It  appears  that  in  1847,  the  sum  expended  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  Church  of  England  schools  was 
817,081/.  :  of  the  British  and  Foreign  schools,  161,250/.; 
of  the  Wesleyan   schools,    27,347/. ;    of  the    Congrega- 
tional schools,  4,901/. ;  of  the  Ronran  Catholic  schools, 
16,000/.  ;  and  of  Ragged  schools,  20,000/.  ;   making   a 
total  income  of  1,046,579/.     In  reckoning  the  sources  of 
income,  it  has  been  calculated  that  the  local   endow- 
ments   are    about    69,537/.  ;     the    local    subscriptions, 
66,823/.;    the   local   collectinns,    114,109/.;    the   school 
pence,   413,000/. ;  and  the  income  from  otVier  sources 
88,076/.     It  would  appear  that  in  none  of  the  accounts 


of  income,  except  those    relating  to  Roman    Catholic 
schools,    is   there   any   sum  placed   to   the   account   of 
private  schools  which   are   entirely   supported   by   the 
contributions   of    persons    maintaining    those    schools. 
Now,  there  is  one  of  those  sources  of  income  to  which  I 
would  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house — it  is  the 
413,000/.  from  the  school  pence.     I  have  no  doubt  that 
that  is  an  under-estimate;  and  I  think,  if  we  were  to 
say     that    500,000/.,    or     half    a     million,    had    been 
contributed  from  school  pence,  we  should  not  have  an 
excess   in    estimating   that   sum.     Now,    I    think,    the 
house  will  feel  that,  considering  that   half  a   century 
ago  there  were  none  other  than  Sunday  schools  which 
could  be  called  public  schools  for  the  poor,  the  result  of 
tlie-ie  efforts  is  striking,  and  likewise  satisfactory,  that 
the  people  of  this  country — above  all,  that  the  working 
and  poorer  classes  of  this  country — should   contribute 
half  a  million  a  year  towards  the  expense  of  instructing 
their  children,  I  think  the  house  must  consider  a  most 
gratifying   circumstance."     From   these   considerations 
Lord   John  Russell  was   induced   to   think   that   their 
efforts  should  be  directed  to  strengthen  and  improve  the 
system    which   has  grown   up   chiefly   from   voluntary 
exertions,  and  which,  however,  is   in   great   part  still 
defective     and     inadequate.     This     led     him     to     the 
government  proposals ;    but   before    stating    them    he 
disposed   of  the   voluntary   and   secular   systems.     He 
could    never   subscribe    to    the    proposition    that    the 
education   of  the   country   should   be   left   entirely    to 
voluntary  eftbrt ;  and  he  argued  that  as  the  state  has 
power  to  punish  for  crimes,  so  it  should  first  instruct 
the  people  in  the  rules   of  morality  and   law.     As   to 
secular  schools,  there  are  difficulties  sufficiently  great  to 
prevent  the  adoption  of  that  s5'stem.     The  school  is  the 
place  whei-e  the  poor  are  to  learn  the  rules  of  religion 
and   morality,  to   regulate   their   conduct  in  life ;    and 
under  the  secular  system  sufficient  time  would  not  be 
allowed   to   ministprs   of    religion   to   impart   religious 
instruction ;    and    thus    the    most    important    end    of 
education  would  not  be  attended   to.     This   difficulty 
had  been  felt  by  the  advocates  of  the  secular  system ; 
and   they   had   altered   their   plan    from    insisting    on 
exclusive  secular  teaching,  and  now  admit  that  there  is 
a   natural   theology   which   should  be   taught    in    the 
schools,    but  insist    that   Christianity    should    not    be 
taught  there.     That  is  more   extensive,  but   far   more 
dangerous.     The  people  of  this  country  act  on  a  right 
instinct  when  they  openly  declare  that  there  shall  be 
religious  framing,  which  shall  comprise  all   the   great 
doctrines  of  Christianity.     Therefore  (said  Lord  John) 
"  neither  I  nor  the  present  government  can  be  a  party 
to  any  plan  proposing  a  secular  mode  of  teaching." — 
Having  disposed  of  these  preliminary  questions,  he  now 
came  to  state  what  should  be  done.     At  the  outset  he 
said — "  I  do  not  think  it  possible  to  unite  the  children 
of    different    religious    communions,    throughout    the 
country,  in  one  plan  of  education."     And  he  proceeded 
to  show  that  even  if  the  rule  of  the  National  Society 
were   abolished,   which   requires   the   learning   of   the 
Church    catechism,    and     attendance     at     church     on 
Sundays,  although  it  was  obvious  the  rule  could  only 
be  intended  to  apply  to  children  whose   parents  were 
members  of  the  Church,  the  great  difficulty  would  not 
be  at  all  remedied.     For  the  Dissenters  would  still  be 
subjected  to  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy  of  the  Church; 
while  in  any  combined  plan  they  would  naturally  and 
justly  say  the  rule  should  be  equality,  not  ascendancy. 
But   although   there   was   a   general   objection   to   the 
imposition   of  a   national   rate,    he   thought   corporate 
towns  might  obtain  the  means  of  supporting  schools  by 
rates.      "  In    towns    of    this    kind,  (he  said)   there  is 
not  any  necessity  for  establishing  schools  of  one  kind. 
There  are  in  tliose  towns,  generally,  schools  belonging 
to  various  communions,  all  of  which  either  receive,  or 
might   receive,    some   support   by   the  minutes   of  the 
Committee   of  Council.     It   appears   to    us,    therefore, 
that  it  is  possible  at  all  events  to  give  power  to  the 
corporations  and  municipal  councils  of  such  towns   to 
vote  a  rate    for   the   purpose   of  improving   education 
therein.     But  in  so  doing  we  should  think  it  necessary 
to  impose  certain  conditions,  in  order  to  prevent  evils 
which  otherwise  might  arise.     In   the   first   place,  we 
think  it  right  that  two-thirds  of  a  town-council  should 
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agree  in  the  imposition  of  the  rate.     If  a  mere  majority 
had  the  po-wer  to  impose  the  rate,  and  the   majority 
should   happen  to    be   small,  that  would   give  rise   to 
incessant  attempts  to  overturn  the  pre-vious  decision,  and 
to  probably  great  dissensions  in  the  locality  ;  but  if  two- 
thirds   of  the  representatives  of  the  community  gave 
their  voice  in  favour  of  the  imposition  of  the  rate,  their 
decision  would  probably  be  generally  in  accordance  with 
the  sense  of  the  town.     In  the  next  place,  we  think  it 
necessary  that  the  rate  should  be  applied,  not  to  establish 
schools  in  substitution  of  former  schools,  but  in  aid  of  the 
voluntary  efforts  of  individuals,  and  of  the  school-pence 
given  by  the  parents  of  children.     We  should  propose 
some   such   scheme   as    this — that  the   rate  might    be 
applied  to  pay  2d.  in  the  week  for  the  scholars,  provided 
id.  or  5d.  were  contributed  from  other  sources.     We 
should  propose  likewise,  that  the  schools  which  should 
receive  this  assistance  should  be  schools  which,  under 
the  minxites  of  Council,  might  receive  assistance,  and 
■which  consequently  have  for  years  received  the  sanction 
of  parliament."     If  he  went  beyond  a  rule  of  this  kind, 
he  should  be  afraid  of  great  difficulty ;  and  he  instanced 
•what  occurred  in  Manchester  last  year  ;  where,  so  long 
as  they  confined  themselves  to  the  schools  which,  under 
the   minutes  of  Council,  might   receive  assistance,    no 
difficulty  arose  ;  but  when  they  tried  to  frame  a  plan 
for  new  schools  they  disagreed.     As  a  similar  result 
would  be  a  misfortune,  "  we  should  not  propose  that  the 
power  of  the  town-council  should  go  further  than  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  which  should  distribute 
the  sums  according  to  the  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council. 
The  town-council  committee  might  be  formed  partly  of 
members  of  the  town-council  and  partly  of  other  persons 
resilent  in  the  town,  who,  at  least,  could  get 'accurate 
information  with  respect  to  the  schools,  and  see  that  all 
the  conditions  required  by  the  state  were  complied  with 
in  the  schools.     I  have  said  that  I  shall  propose  to  ask 
for  leave  this   evening  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  these  proposals.     We  intend  that  in  these  schools 
the  parent  should  have  the  power  of  withdrawing  his 
child  from  the  religious  instruction  to  which  he  might 
object ;   for  it  is  obvious  that  the  parent,  on  the   one 
hand,  would  not  send  his  child  to  a  school  where  the 
religious  instruction  was  repugnant  to  his  feelings  ;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  the  school  which  had  a  strict  rule 
that  every  child  must  receive  religious  instruction  would 
refuse    to    receive   the   child    of   a    parent    objecting. 
However,   as   the  plan   I   have  laid   down   cannot  be 
adopted  universally,  as  in  many  parishes  in  the  country 
there  may  be  only  one  school,  and  then  it  would  operate 
as  a  hardship  on  the  minority,  we  propose,  by  minutes 
under  consideration,  butnotyet  fully  matured,  to  allow  in 
certain  instances  of  places,  that  the  municipal  corpora- 
tions  may  give   a   certain  sum  'per  head  for  any  child 
attending  a  school.     It  would  be  necessary  to  confine 
such   grants   to  those  schools  where  the  schoolmasters 
have  obtained  a  certificate  of  merit.     The  minute   on 
this  point,  when  fully  matured,  will  be  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  house,  before  a  vote  is  taken  with  respect  to  it. 
The  Committee  of  Privy  Council  likewise   have   con- 
sidered the  propriety  of  making   additional  grants  for 
building  schools  in  some  poor  places  where  there  exists 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  funds  for 
establishing    them.     I    should    say   that    the    country 
generally  may  be  divided  into  places  of  three  different 
conditions — 1st,  where  the  education  is  already  sufficient 
in  quantity  and  quality  ;  2d,  where  it  is  not  sufficient 
either   in    quantity   or    quality ;    and   3d,    where    the 
education  is  entirely  deficient.     The  first  class  is  already 
considerable,    and    is    increasing ;    the    third    class    is 
certainly  not  very  large ;  but  it  is  the  second  class  which 
is  the   most    important  of   the   whole,   and    therefore 
requires  the  utmost  aid  and  assistance."      Lord  John 
then   explained  what   v.-as  intended   to   be  done   with 
public  charities.     Paying  a  high  compliment  to  Lord 
Brougham,  for  his  useful  labours  and  striking  arguments 
on  this  subject,  he  narrated  how  various   commissions 
had,  from  1818  to  1837,  sat  upon  it ;  and  showed  from 
their   final   report   in   the  latter  year  that  there  were 
28,8.54  charities,  with  an  income  of  1,209,39.5^.,  of  which 
sum  312, OOO;.  was  educational.     But  many  evils  existed, 
and  much  money  has  been  wasted  by  the  carelessness 
of  the   trustees   and   by   litigation.     In   one    case   law 


expenses  had  reduced  property  worth  3000Z.  to  only  151. 
a  year  ;  and  there  were  but  too  many  of  the  same  kind. 
Of  these  charities  there  were  17,972  under  IOZ.,43  under 
9000/.,   and    one    each    of    10,000/.,    15,000/.,   20,000/., 
29,000/.,  and  30,000/.     They  proposed  to  work  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  of  last  year ;  but  to  vary  the  powers 
of  those  to  whom  the  discretion  was  referred.     They 
proposed  to  vest  in   a  Committee   of  Privy  Council  a 
power  to  superintend  the  working  of  suits,  and  to  refuse 
authority  for   the   institution  of  a   suit  except  by  the 
Attorney-General.     Also  power  to  vary  the  trusts  v/ith 
the  consent  of  the  trustees :  where  the  trustees  do  not 
consent,   to   proceed   by   bill   in   parliament.       It  was 
proposed  that  charities  having  incomes  not  exceeding 
30/.   a   year  should  go  to  the  County  Courts,  and  those 
above  30/.  a  year  to  the  Master  of  the  Kolls  or  the  Vice- 
Chancellors,  who  will  have  special  powers  intrusted  to 
them   on    the    subject.     The    Lord    President  of   the 
Council  woidd  introduce  a  bill  containing  the  views  of 
the  government  into   the   other   house   of  parliament. 
Referring  to    the   establishment  of  the  Department   of 
Practical  Art,    Lord   John   announced,  that,    "instead 
of  sending  to  certain  schools  in  this   country  that  aid 
which  has  usually  been  granted,  models  and  particular 
forms  useful  for  instruction  in  di-awing  should  be  fur- 
nished as  parts  of  the  grant  in  cases  where  such  assistance 
is  required    for  the  purpose  of  improving  their  pupils  in 
drawing  and  in  a  knowledge  of  the   principles  of  art. 
He  now  came  to  the  two  Universities,  and  stated  the 
general  views  of  the  government.     The  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  crown  had  issued  reports  of  the   most 
valuable  kind,  and  suggesting  various  reforms.    Govern- 
ment  had   no   particular   scheme  to  propose  until  the 
matter  should  have  been  much  further  considered,  and 
until  the  Universities  should  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  giving  at  once  their  suggestions  and  adopting  such 
measures  as  they  might  think  desirable.     But,  speaking 
of   the   University   of  Oxford,   the  commissioners    had 
touched    on    some  points  upon   which  it  would  be   as 
well  to  state  the  views  of  the  government.     They  were 
of  opinion  that  a  considerable  change  is  required  in  the 
constitution  of  the  government  of  the  University  itself, 
and   greater  power  of   introducing   into  the  governing 
body   either    professors   of    the   University   or    tutors. 
What  should  be   the  form  of  that  body,   government 
would  not  pretend  to  decide ;  but  its  attention  should  ba 
directed  to  the  subject,  and  it  would  be  open  to  sugges- 
tions from  the  University  itself;  but  should  suggestions 
not  come,  or  should  they  fail  to  meet  what  is  required, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  go  to  parliament.     Government 
was  not  less  decided  that  there  should  be  a  power  of 
admission  and  of  attending  to  the  teaching  of  the  Uni- 
versity,   and  of  acquiring  its  privileges,  otherwise  than 
by  belonging  to  and  residing  in  the  colleges.     Another 
change  which  would  be  necessary,  was  with  regard  to 
the  amount  of  restrictions  which  prevail  on  the  subject 
of  fellowships  and  their  emoluments.     He  pointed  out 
especially,    that  some  of  the   revenues  of  the  colleges 
should  be  devoted  to  increasing  the  incomes  of  professors. 
Whether  all  restrictions  as  to  place  of  birth  should  be 
abolished  or  not,   he  would  not   say ;    but   merit,   and 
industiy,  and  study,  and  ability,  should  have  their  due 
reward."  No  doubt  (said  Lord  John),  "  we  must  keep  in 
mind,  upon  this  subject  as  upon  others,  the  trusts  which 
have  been  created.    At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible  to  lose  sight  of  the  times  in  which  many  of  these 
foundations  were  made,  and  of  the  views  which  were 
entertained,  naturally   and   properly,    according  to  the 
belief  of  those  times,  and  perhaps  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  those  times,  but  which  no  longer  apply  to 
present  circumstances.     For  instance,  it  was  thought  at 
one   time  that  it  was  most  desirable  that  a  number  of 
studious  men,  perhaps  of  the  ecclesiastical  profession, 
should   devote   their  time   to   study   and    prayer,    and 
should  remain  in  seclusion  from  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  that  those  who  devoted  their 
lands  and  their  money  to  these  purposes  took  a  mistaken 
view  of  the  benefits  that  would  arise  from  them.   I  quite 
believe  that,  in  times    when  no    man's  house  was  safe 
from  the  lawless  aggression  of  the  armed  marauders  who 
infested  the  land,  and  when  life  was  as  insecure  as  pro- 
perty, the  sacred  character  with  which  the  institutions 
so  created  and  endowed  became  invested,  enabled  the 
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men  secluded  within  their  walls  to  preserve  and  perpetuate 
those  productions  of  learning,  those  great  classical  works, 
which  at  the  revival  of  letters,  were  found  in  the  monas- 
teries and  convents,  safe  there  alone  from  the  contest  of 
passions  and  the  din  of  arms,  which,  without,  had  seemed 
to  menace  universal  confusion  and  barbaris;n, — far  be  it 
from  me,  I  say,  to  suggest  that  the  founders  of  those  in- 
stitutions were  short-sighted  in  their  autici[iatioiis,  still 
less  that  they  were  not  eminently  benevolent  in  their 
aspirations.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  present  day, 
I  need  not  point  out  to  you,  are  totally  altered  in  these 
respects  ;  and  quite  sure  am  I  that  those  same  men,  who, 
animated  by  tlie  love  of  learning,  established  these 
foundations,  would,  were  they  now  living,  be  among  the 
first  to  apply  their  noble  aid  to  the  promotion  of  an  in- 
structicm  adapted  to  the  spirit  of  tlie  age.  We  may 
well,  on  analogous  principles,  explain  the  views  which 
induced  them,  in  the  circumstances  of  their  period,  to 
impose  restrictions  on  the  receipt  of  their  benevolence, 
based  or.  the  birih  locality  of  its  recipients.  It  is  per- 
fectly intelligible  that  a  man  of  property  in  those  days, 
finding  the  people  of  his  own  county  immersed  in 
ignorance,  entirely  without  the  light  of  letters  and  of 
science,  should  have  formed  the  idea,  that  by  founding, 
in  the  University  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  a  fellow- 
ship appropriated  to  men  of  his  own  county,  he  should 
encourage  the  prosecution  of  knowledge  among  them, 
and  so  pi'omote  their  general  advance  in  letters  and  in 
civilisation.  But  the  localisation  of  these  great  benefits 
which,  for  any  such  reasons  as  these,  may  have  been 
natural  enough  in  those  days,  seems  wholly  unwise  and 
inexpedient  in  our  own  time,  when  the  inter-communi- 
catiou  of  thought  and  of  knowledge  has  been  rendered  as 
rapid  as  it  is  becoming  universal  throughout  the  land." 
He  had  indicated  four  objects,  which  it  was  proposed 
to  carry  out  in  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge. Another  object  was,  that  fellowships  in  the 
Universities,  which  are  attained  by  study  and  collegiate 
discipline,  should  not  be  held  for  life.  After  speaking 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  men  who  composed  the  two 
Commissions,  and  stating  that  when  such  men  advised 
alterations  so  extensive,  parliament  might,  without  the 
imputation  of  recklessness,  apply  itself  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Universities,  Lord  John  continued — •"  I 
trust  I  have  made  it  clear  to  the  house,  that  we  shall 
not  at  the  present  time,  or  without  giving  full  oppor- 
tunity to  the  Universities  to  consider  what  they  them- 
selves ought  to  do,  propose  to  Parliament  any  measure 
on  the  subject.  At  the  same  time  we  shall  keep  closely 
in  view  those  objects  in  this  matter  which  we  deem 
essential.  If  the  Universities  adopt  these  objects,  and 
carry  them  into  eflfect  as  far  as  they  can,  applying  to 
parliament  for  the  powers  they  may  find  requisite  to 
the  full  development  of  those  objects,  the  government 
will  gladly  concur  in  that  result.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Universities  will  not  take  this  course— if  prejudice 
shall  prevent  those  having  authority  and  influence  there 
from  making  the  alterations  which  are  requisite — then 
it  will  be  our  duty  as  a  government  no  longer  to  hesi- 
tate, hut  to  bring  in  those  measures  which  we  deem 
called  for  by  the  necessities  and  expediencies  of  the 
case."  Lord  John  concluded  by  saying,  that  although 
he  had  gone  over  such  a  wide  field,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  give  an  adequate  notion  of  the  state  of  the 
question  or  the  measures  of  government ;  but  he  felt 
that  the  people  of  this  country  would  supply  his  inade- 
quacy and  even  the  defects  of  legislation.  "J  feel  (he 
said)  with  respect  to  these  great,  these  moi-e  import- 
ant matters,  that  will  happen— which  we  have  seen 
happen  in  the  material  world  and  in  phj-sical  science. 
We  liave  seen  refuse,  which  before  was  allowed  to  pass 
away  unnoticed,  or  at  all  events  disregarded,  converted 
into  the  means  of  giving  light,  and,  as  it  were,  life  to 
our  streets  and  our  towns.  We  have  seen  powers  of 
nature,  before  deemed  noxious  and  destructive,  converted 
into  a  means  of  conveying,  in  a  few  moments,  to  distant 
lands,  intelligence  that  a  few  short  years  since  it  would 
have  required  days,  weeks,  to  transmit — I  feel  per- 
suaded, that  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  society  in 
this  country  at  the  present  moment,  there  is  a  power  at 
our  disposal  which  will  draw  from  the  refuse,  from  the 
<lestructive  powers  of  that  society,  the  means  of  new 
li^ht,   now  life,  new  intelligence — the   means  of  esta- 


blishing religion  and  morality  on  a  broad  and  firm  basis, 
and,  by  that  extension  and  consolidation  of  religion  and 
of  morality,  of  giving  confirmation  and  permanence  to 
all  the  great  institutions  of  this  country.  We  have 
here  before  us  a  still  nobler  task,  a  still  greater  achieve- 
ment, than  have  been  all  the  wonders  of  science,  all  the 
acquisitions  of  knowledge  in  the  material  world.  I 
implore  the  house  to  apply  its  own  most  earnest  atten- 
tion to  this  great  subject — resting  satisfied  with  no 
words  of  mine  in  its  exposition — a  subject  as  it  is  on 
which  the  future  happiness  and  welfare  of  this  country 
must  depend."  Lord  John  then  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  Extension  of  Education  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales. — In  the  debate  which  ensued,  Mr. 
Ew'ART  said  he  was  deeply  grateful  for  this  measure, 
which  was  a  great  advance  in  the  right  direction, 
although  it  did  not  fulfil  all  the  requirements  of  the  case. 
— Mr.  Hume  thought  the  great  object  in  view  would  not 
be  thoroughly  attained  until  the  secular  system  of 
education  was  adopted ;  and  he  argued  that  an  educa- 
tion-rate was  as  important  as  a  poor-rate. — Mr.  Milner 
Gibson  wished  that  government  had  waited  for  the 
report  of  the  Committee  now  considering  the  practica- 
bility of  supporting  denominational  schools  in  corporate 
towns  by  means  of  rates,  before  they  dealt  with  that 
branch  of  the  subject.  There  was  an  important  omission 
in  the  noble  lord's  speech.  He  did  not  state  what  had 
become  of  the  minute  of  the  Privy  Council  of  the  r2tli 
of  June,  1852,  which  transferred  from  the  laymen  to  the 
clergy  of  the  Church  the  management  of  schools  in  more 
than  religious  matters. — Lord  John  Russell  replied, 
that  the  minute  would  not  be  enforced,  but  cancelled; 
and  power  of  appeal  to  the  Lord  President  and  the  Bishop 
would  be  given  by  another  minute  to  the  clergyman  in. 
the  case  of  a  schoolmaster  of  immoral  conduct  or  habits. 
— Mr.  W.  J.  Fox  regarded  the  proposition  of  an 
educational  rate  as  a  most  important  step  in  the  progress 
of  public  instruction.  He  explained  that  "secular 
education,"  which  had  been  made  a  perfect  bugbear  in 
this  country,  did  not  mean  the  exclusion  of  religion 
from  education.  Its  advocates  required  that  there 
should  be  no  education  without  the  religious  element ; 
but  they  contended  that  the  clergj-man  was  a  better 
trainer  in  religion  than  the  schoolmaster.  The  difficulty 
had  been  overcome  in  Ireland,  in  Canada,  and  the 
United  States.  But  the  recognition  of  the  principle  of 
a  rate,  by  Lord  John,  had  laid  the  foundation  of  an  edifice 
which  would  not  only  do  honour  to  his  own  name,  but 
redound  to  the  happiness  and  glory  of  the  country. — 
Sir  Robert  Ixglis  objected  to  the  scheme  brought 
forward  by  Lord  J.  Russell.  The  noble  lord,  the  leader 
of  the  government  in  that  house,  whose  courage  was 
proverbial,  was  not  content  witli  calling  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  state  of  education  in  England  and 
Wales,  of  which  he  had  given  notice,  but  he  had 
gratuitously  introduced  the  whole  question  of  the 
charities  of  England.  The  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  might  be  included  in  the  word  "  Education  ;  " 
but  he  had  had  no  previous  intimation  that  they  would 
form  a  part  of  the  discussion  of  the  evening.  And  he 
gave  Lord  John,  "fair  warning"  that  he  must  not 
expect  from  him  any  support  to  either  of  the  four  pro- 
positions of  the  government.  Was  it  wise  and  expedient 
to  throw  out  his  suggestions  in  the  terms  and  manner  he 
had  done  ;  especially  after  he  had  stated  that  ho  would 
not  legislate  on  the  Universities  this  session  ?  The 
Universities  had  been  given  to  imderstand  that  four 
measures  were  required  of  them.  If  they  were  efl'ected 
without  troubling  him  or  the  government,  Lord  John 
would  be  content ;  if  not,  they  would  be  enforced  under 
peine  forte  et  dure.  He  saw  great  difficulties  to  the 
proposals  brought  under  their  notice  that  evening. — Mr. 
Phinx  strongly  advocated  compulsory  education  for  the 
"  savages "  of  society,  who  had  no  other  means  of 
support  than  that  of  preying  on  their  fellow  subjects. 
He  also  expressed  his  disappointment  that  the  schools  of 
Eton,  Westminster,  and  Winchester,  were  not  to  be 
brought  under  the  dominion  of  tlie  law  ;  and  he  appealed 
to  Lord  John  Russell,  who  "  had  been  more  timid  than 
his  own  Commissioners,"  to  say  whether  he  would  allow 
the  state  of  things  existnig  at  the  Universities  to 
continue  ?  He  believed  that  "  young  Oxford,"  many  of 
the  fellows  and  tutors,  were  impressed  with  tnen^-ceisi'.y 
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of  a  sweeping  reform. — Mr.  Wigram  deprecated  the 
threats  held  out  by  Lord  John  against  the  Universities ; 
but  he  thought  that  the  general  measure  proposed 
deserved  the  favour  of  the  house. — Mr.  Blackett 
regretted  that  Lord  John  KusscU  had  omitted  all  men- 
tion of  Durham,  a  University  which  required  as  niucli 
reform  as  either  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  as  it  was  conducted 
on  the  same  exclusively  ecclesiastical  system. — Lord 
John  Manneks  said  that  the  minute  of  June  1852,  was 
intended  solely  to  remedy  what  the  then  government 
believed  to  be  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  conscience. 
The  right  of  constituting  trusts  for  the  management  of 
their  schools  most  accordant  with  their  religious  opinions, 
had  been  conceded  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  but  with- 
held from  the  Church  of  England.  He  put  a  series  of 
questions  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  in  reply 
to  which  Mr.  Gladstone  stated  that  the  minute  in 
question  did  not  say  that  the  founders  of  the  Church  of 
England  schools  should  constitute  their  trusts  as  they 
thought  fit ;  its  object,  if  it  had  one,  and  no  doubt  it  had 
a  rational  object,  was  to  prevent  the  retention  of  im- 
proper persons  as  schoolmasters  ;  and  he  trusted  that  by 
the  minute  which  had  now  been  adopted,  and  which 
there  was  no  objection  to  produce,  that  would  be  fully 
secured.  Scotland  would  nut  be  included  in  the  plan  ; 
but  the  intentions  of  government  with  respect  to  Scot- 
land, would,  when  matured,  be  explained  on  a  distinct 
occasion.  With  respect  to  tlie  regulation  of  charitable 
trusts,  separate  bills  would  not  be  required  where  the 
trustees  gave  their  consent ;  but  a  number  would  be 
combined,  as  schemes  of  enclosure  were  con.bined,  in 
one  act.- — Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

On  Tuesday,  April  5,  Mr.  Brown  brought  forward 
the  subject  of  Baihvoy  Accidents^  and  moved  a 
resolution  to  the  eflect  that  it  was  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  propose  more  effectual  measures  than  exist  at 
present  for  the  security  of  the  public.  He  stated  his 
case  at  considerable  length,  dwelling  in  succession  upon 
the  various  railway  dangers  to  which  travellers  are 
exposed,  and  warned  the  government  against  the 
probable  outbreak  of  popular  indignation  upon  the 
subject.  Until  some  authority  were  established,  to 
which  the  public  could  appeal  against  railway  mis- 
management, the  columns  of  the  newspapers  would,  he 
said,  continue  to  be  filled  with  the  details  of  lamentable 
accidents.  The  government  had  at  present  no  power 
beyond  that  of  sending  an  inspector  before  a  railway 
opened,  aft'-r  which  his  authority  ceased. — Mr.  French 
seconded  the  motion.- — Mr.  Cardwei.l  said  that  the 
house  itself  had  already  placed  this  subject  in  a 
certain  position,  and  a  committee,  appointed  under 
the  late  administration,  but  of  which  he  was  now,  ex 
officio,  the  chairman,  was  conducting  a  most  careful 
examination  into  the  whole  question.  He  had  himself 
directed  inquiry  into  the  precautionary  measures  adopted 
on  the  French  lines,  and  the  result  of  that  inquiry  was 
before  the  committee  and  the  house.  He  thouuht  that 
the  house,  having  appointed  a  committee,  should  wait 
for  its  report  before  taking  any  further  step.  The 
evidence  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Clerk  had  been  taken 
before  that  committee,  and  other  inve.^tigation  into  the  law 
affecting  the  sulject  was  being  made.  The  time  for  a 
practical  motion  had  not  yet  come,  and  it  was  not 
customary  for  the  house  to  accede  to  abstract  propositions. 
He  would  therefore  move  the  previous  question. —  Mr. 
J.  M'Gkegor  declared  that  railway  directors  took 
every  possible  precaution  for  the  protection  of  travellers. 
—Mr.  Hume  thought  that  the  country  was  indebted  to 
Mr.  Brown  for  bringing  forwai-d  tlie  subject,  but  as  the 
government  had  admitted  their  responsibility,  and 
were  taking  the  best  means  in  their  power  to  deal  with 
the  question,  he  advocated  the  withdrawal  of  the 
motion. — Mr.  Waddingtox  dwelt  upon  tlie  excessive 
care  taken  by  railway  directors  for  the  safety  of  the 
public. — Mr.  Laing  promised  every  support,  on  the 
part  of  railway  directors,  to  any  deliberate  measure 
government  might  produce,  but  he  protested  against 
any  government  interference  with  the  minute  details  of 
railway  management.  He  admitted  that  accidents  had 
occurred  which  ought  not  to  have  occurred,  and  against 
a  recurrence  of  which  legislative  provision  should  be 
made. — Mr.  Brown  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Ot.n  1  ■. UA  moved  for  a  committee  to  consider  the 


Import  Duties  on  Foreign  and  Colonial  Wines,  with  a 
view  to  reduction  to  one  shilling  per  gallon.  He  iirged 
the  reduction  as  a  means  of  social  benefit,  as-serting  that 
in  countries  where  wine  was  drank  by  tlie  people'  their 
moral  condition  was  better  than  elsewhere.  He  adduced 
statistics  to  show  that  the  import  of  wine  had  not 
increased  in  the  ratio  of  our  po))ulation,  and  contended 
for  the  carrying  out  of  tlie  jirinciples  of  free  trade,  and 
he  also]insisted  upon  the  advantage  the  reduction  would 
bring  to  the  shipping  interest.  He  referred  to  the  great 
quantity  of  wine  sold  Over  the  counter  to  skilled 
labourers,  small  tradesmen,  and  others,  in  proof  that 
the  humbler  classes  would  willingly  drink  wine  in 
lieu  of  spirits,  and,  after  some  further  observations, 
submitted  his  motion. —  The  Chanceleoii  of  the 
Exchequer,  after  disclaiming  any  intention  of 
discourtesy,  declined  to  enter  into  any  detailed  discv.ssion 
upon  the  question  at  the  ])resent  time.  The  day  for 
bringing  on  the  budget  being  hxed,  it  would  be  a 
departure  from  his  duty  to  state  what  were  the 
intentions  of  government  on  the  subject,  but  on  that  day 
he  promised  either  to  announce  a  change  in  regard  to 
the  wine  duties,  or  to  explain  why  such  a  change  had 
been  precluded.  He  thought  it  would  be  very  desirable 
if  wine-drinking  could  be  popularly  adopted,  and  knew 
no  article  in  the  tariff  in  reference  to  which  a  change 
could  be  more  to  l)e  wished  ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
diihculties  in  its  way  were  proportionately  great.  He 
had  not  confidence  in  the  prophesied  rise  in  consumption 
on  the  reduction  of  duties,  for  national  taste  was  not  to 
be  revolutionised  in  a  day.— Mr.  M'Gkegor  thought 
that  all  protective  duties  should  be  abolished,  but  that 
mere  revenue  duties  should  be  reduced  gradually. — Mr. 
Moff.'lTT  supported  the  motion. — Mr.  HuME  advocated 
the  reduction  of  the  wine  duties  as  a  means  of  .reducing 
the  consumption  of  spirits. — Mr.  G.  Duncan  strongly 
urged  a  reduction  in  the  French  wine  duties,  in  order 
to  encourage  the  linen  trade  of  Scotland  and  Ireland. — 
Mr.  Oliveiba,  after  a  brief  reply,  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  Wednesday,  April  6,  the  Solicitor-General, 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Probate  of  Wills 
and  Grants  of  Admiuiitration  Bill,  described  the 
measure  as  imperfect  in  plan,  and  calculated,  from  its 
wording,  to  increase  the  evils  which  it  was  intended  to 
remedy.  He  suggested  that  if  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  it  should  be  on  the  understanding  that  it  sliould 
be  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  government  should  be 
able  either  to  bring  in  a  larger  measure  on  the  subject, 
or  so  to  amend  the  present  one  as  to  embrace  the  objects 
which  they  had  in  view.  It  was  the  intention  of  the 
government  in  their  bill,  to  abolish  altogether  the 
metropolitan  court  of  the  Archbishop  of  York,  and  to 
establish  one  probate  court,  which  should  have  juris- 
diction throughout  England  and  Wales.  He  proposed 
at  the  same  time  to  retain  the  existing  diocesan  courts, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  passing  wills  not 
exceeding  a  limited  amount ;  and  intended  that  to  the 
metropolitan  court,  which  should  keep  a  general 
registry,  all  the  original  wills  proved  tliroughout  the 
country  should  be  regularly  transmitted.  To  the 
county  courts  he  woxdd  allow  a  limited  jurisdiction. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Hume,  the  learned  gentleman  said  that 
he  desired  so  far  to  extend  the  bill  to  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  that  henceforth  the  probate  of  a  will  granted  in 
London  should  be  of  effect  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. — Mr.  Henley  thought  the  house  had  a 
right  to  complain  that  the  larger  measure  promised  by 
the  government,  and  which  was  apparently  in  a  forward 
state,  had  not  been  sooner  and  more  regularly 
announced.  The  best  course  would  be  to  postpone  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  before  the  house,  until  they 
knew  something  more  definite  with  regard  to  that 
more  comprehensive  measure  to  be  proposed  by  the 
government.  —  After  some  remarks  from  Dr. 
Phillimore,  Mr.  Hume,  and  Mr.  AValpole,  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  was  postponed  for  a  month. 

The  house  went  into  Committee  on  the  Aggravated 
Assaults  Hill. — Mr.  Phinn  moved  an  amendment  on 
clause  1,  giving  the  magistrates  power  to  order  jiublic 
or  private  whipping  in  addition  to  six  months'  imprison- 
ment in  the  case  of  aggravated  assaults  upon  women  or 
children.  Public  opinion,  he  said,  supported  him  in 
his  demand.     It  was  the  only  remedy,  and  one  not  new 
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to  the  law ;  for  by  the  6th  &  7th  George  IV.  two 
magistrates  might  order  the  infliction  of  corporal 
punishment  for  damaging  shrubs,  and  the  protection 
parliament  accorded  to  wood,  surely  it  would  not  with- 
hold fiom  women. — Mr.  Fitzuoy  objected  to  the 
amendment,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  age;  that  it  would  only  tend  still  more  deeply  to 
brutalise  offenders ;  that  it  would  render  the  measure 
inoperative  in  a  large  degree.  Admit  this  principle  of 
corporal  punishment,  and  the  next  step  would  he  a  lex 
talionis. — Mr.  Newdegate,  Mr.  Aglionby,  and  Lord 
Lovaine,  supported,  while  Mr.  Packe  and  Captain 
Scobell  opposed  the  amendment. — Lord  Palmekston 
argued  that  public  opinion  might  be  in  favour  of  the 
punishment  now  ;  but  public  opinion  fluctuated,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  say  how  soon  a  reaction  might  take 
place.  The  main  object  of  punishment  was  by  example 
to  deter  others  from  committing  the  offence.  The 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  encourage  the  victim  to 
complain,  and  provide  for  prompt  and  sulficiently 
severe  punishment.  But  if  the  degradation  of  corporal 
punishment  were  added,  few  women  would  complain  ; 
and  the  object  of  the  bill  would  be  defeated.  Besides 
we  had  abandoned  the  system  of  inflicting  punishments 
for  vengeance'  sake. — Mr.  AValpole,  using  similar 
arguments,  Sir  John  Shelley,  and  Mr.  Hume, 
objected  to  the  amendment  as  a  retrograde  step. — It  was 
supported  by  Sir  John  Pakington,  and  pressed  to  a 
division.^ — There  were  for  the  amendment,  50  ;  against 
it  108;  majority  58. ■ — Mr.  Fitzroy,  after  a  slight 
opposition,  added  a  proviso  to  the  clause,  preventing  an 
appeal  to  quarter-sessions  against  any  conviction  under 
the  act. 

On  Thursday,  April  7,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
J.  Russell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Diskaeli,  an  address  was 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  her  Majesty,  congratulating 
her  Majesty  on  the  Birt/i  of  a  Prince. 

Mr.  V.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Cambridge  Election 
Committee,  moved  an  address  for  a  commission  to  inquire 
into  CoiTupt  Practices  at  Elections  in  that  Borouffh,V!heTe, 
according  to  the  evidence  taken  before  the  committee, 
there  had  existed  extensive  andsystematiccoiTuption.  He 
confessed  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  commission,  useful  as  it 
would  be,  would  not  reach  the  whole  of  the  evil. — The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Drummoxd  called  attention  to  the  subject 
of  Piraci/  in  Borneo.  He  asked  Lord  John  Russell 
whether  the  government  had  received  the  accounts 
of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Dyaks  in  acts  of  piracy, 
on  the  3d  day  of  February,  in  Sakan-an,  under 
the  command  of  the  pirate,  Rentab,  who  unfortunately 
escaped  in  the  action  with  Capt.  Farquhar;  the  forcible 
coming  out  of  a  balla  (or  assemblage  for  warlike  pur- 
poses), in  war  vessels  (bangongs) ;  and  the  attacking 
the  forts  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  Sakarran  and 
Rejang,  by  which  Mr.  Lee  and  many  persons  with  him 
lost  their  lives  ;  again  rendering  insecure  to  mercantile 
interests  the  whole  coast  of  Borneo. — Lord  J.  RussiiLL 
said  that  the  government  had  received  information  from 
Sir  J.  Brooke  before  he  lelt  this  country,  stating  that 
accounts  had  reached  him  that  piracy  had  recommenced 
in  Borneo,  and  that  a  collision  had  taken  place,  although 
he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  did  not  remember  all  the  parti- 
culars stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  On  hearing  that, 
Lord  Clarendon  had  written  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  requesting  that  he  would  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  tlie  admiral  on  the  station  to  the  state  of  affairs, 
and  the  necessary  directions  had  consequently  been 
given. 

Mr.  Moore  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effleot  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  government  forthwith  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Irish  Consolidated  Annuities,  in 
order  to  effect  a  mox-e  equitable  settlement  of  the  claims 
for  which  they  were  granted,  by  remitting  the  amount 
charged  on  account  of  the  labour  rate  acts.  He  argued 
that  the  money  which  had  been  raised  for  the  benefit  of 
Ireland  under  the  labour  rate  acts  had  been  applied  so 
disadvantageously  and  recklessly  that  irijury  rather 
than  good  had  been  done  to  the  agricultural  interest. — 
Mr.  French  seconded  tlie  motion. — The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  denied  that  a  case  liad  been  made 
out.  At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  acts  in  question, 
parliament  had  manifested  the  utmost  desire  to  give  the 


Irish  landed  interest  as  much  control  as  possible  over 
the  outlay,  and  so  far  from  any  complaint  to  the 
contrary  having  at  that  time  been  made  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Ireland,  fears  were  actually  urged  that  so 
many  restrictions  on  the  outlay  were  being  imposed 
that  there  would  not  he  sufficient  presentments.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  consider  it  just  that  the  Irish 
landowners  should  escape  from  their  share  of  responsi- 
bility. But  he  must  decline  further  discussion  until  the 
production  of  the  bvidget,  when  the  views  of  govern- 
ment on  the  subject  would  be  explained,  and  he 
concluded  by  signifying  his  opposition  to  the 
motion. —  Mr.  H.  Heiihert,  though  approving  of 
the  principle  of  the  legislation  in  question,  con- 
demned the  mode  in  which  it  had  been  carried  out. — 
Lord  John  Russell  sidd  that  the  object  at  the  period  of 
passing  of  the  labour  rate  act  had  been  the  saving  of 
lives  ;  and  although  errors  might  have  been  committed 
by  the  government  and  others,  that  object  was  in  a 
great  measure  acliieved.  He  allowed  that  the  extent  of 
the  calamity  and  other  causes  had  prevailed  to  render 
the  labinir  rate  act  a  failure  as  regarded  much  that  had 
been  expected  from  it.  But  he  considered  that  the 
motion  was  not  one  which,  under  the  circumstances, 
ought  to  be  entertained  by  the  house. — Colonel  Dunne 
censured  the  absence  of  Irish  members  on  so  important 
a  discussion,  and  regretted  the  accession  to  office  of  a 
government  who  could  not  see  the  justice  of  the  case 
which  had  been  made  out.- — Mr.  Ball  denied  that  the 
Irish  representatives  had  been  responsible  for  the  legis- 
lation complained  of,  as  it  had  taken  place  during  their 
absence  from  England.  He  even  intimated  that  Ireland 
might  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  disadvan- 
tageous mode  in  which  she  liad  been  relieved — Captain 
Laffan  supported  Mr  Moore's  motion  — Mr.  V.  Scully' 
declared  that  in  consequence  of  the  labour  rate  iegis- 
laticm  Ireland  had  been  a  loser  to  the  amount  of 
16,000,000/!.  in  potatoes,  and  40,000,000^.  in  other  pro 
duce,  and  he  made  indignant  complaint  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  repayment  should  be  demanded. — 
Mr.  Wh.\lley'  bore  personal  testimony  t>  the  uselessness 
of  much  of  the  outlay  in  question,  which  had  been  con- 
tributed for  the  purpose  of  saving  life,  and  said  that  the 
contributors  would  gladly  urge  upon  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  crown  the  generosity  of  England  by 
acceding  to  the  request  now  made. — Mr.  Butt  asserted 
tha  the  claim  was  one  of  justice,  which  he  could  not 
consent  should  be  settled  as  one  of  grievance.  The 
success  of  the  legislation  might  more  fairly  be  tested  by 
the  number  of  lives  that  were  sacrificed  than  by  that  of 
lives  that  were  saved.  He  reiterated  the  statement  that 
the  Irish  gentry  and  ratepayers  were  refused  a  voice  in 
the  disposition  of  the  labour  and  expenditure. — Sir  C. 
Wood  vindicated  the  conduct  of  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan, 
which  had  been  assailed  by  several  of  the  Irish  speakers, 
and  said  that  the  promoters  of  the  motion  were  unfairly 
judging  the  government  that  had  introduced  the  labour 
rate  act,  in  condemning  their  legislation  from  subse- 
quently acquired  information.  He  defended  the  course 
which  had  been  adopted,  though  admitting  that  the  act 
in  question  had  been  a  failure,  and  he  reminded  the 
house  that  the  object  of  the  legislation  had  been  to  save 
life ;  and  the  improvements  were  merely  a  means  to 
that  end.  Ireland  had  leeeived  more  assistance  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  empire  ever  had.  After  some 
further  observations  in  reply  to  preceding  speakers,  he 
urged  that  the  subject  ought  not  to  be  pressed  until  the 
financial  statement  had  been  made.— Mr.  Napier  com- 
plained of  the  way  in  which  the  government  had  met  a 
claim  which  was  certainly  entitled  to  consideration,  and 
urged  that  the  liability  under  the  labour  rate  act  ought 
to  be  eliminated  from  the  other  Irish  liabilities  which 
were  not  disputed. — Mr.  Moore's  motion  was  negatived 
by  14.3  against  95. 

On  Friday,  April  8,  the  Ch.\.-nCellor  of  the 
Excheuuer"  brought  forward  his  resolutions  on  the 
suliject  of  the  National  Debt.  He  began  by  saying  that 
he  did  not  recommend  those  propositions,  as  affecting 
any  Lirge  or  sweeping  changes,  but  as  just  and  prudent 
in  themselves,  and  as  laying  the  foundation  of  more 
extended  future  improvements.  The  operations  effected 
upon  the  debt  in  former  years  by  Lord  Bexley,  Lord 
Ripon,  and  Mr.  Goulburn,  were  widely  differentfrom,  and 
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more  simple  and  easy  than  any  that  could  be  now  carried 
into  effect,  an  enormous  amount  of  stock  being  exempt 
from  compulsory  operation.  But  the  government 
thought  that,  although  they  could  not  accomplish  such 
magnificent  results  as  \yere  achieved  at  former  periods, 
the  time  had  come  when  a  beginning  might  be  made, 
which  would  be  useful  as  far  as  it  went.  The  plan  they 
proposed  consisted  of  three  portions.  The  first  was 
the  liquidation  of  certain  minor  stocks,  namely  South 
Sea  Stock,  Old  and  New  South  Sea  Annuities,  Bank 
Annuities  1726,  and  Three  per  Cent.  Annuities  17ol  ; 
the  aggregate  amount  of  which  was  about  9,500,000^. 
It  was  proposed  to  tender  to  the  holders  of  these  stocks 
certain  alternatives  beside  that  of  being  paid  off.  A 
moderate  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  would  thereby 
be  effected,  which,  if  only  a  quarter  per  cent.,  would 
produce  a  permanent  saving  of  25,000/.  a-year.  If  cash 
were  called  for,  the  government  would  be  enabled  to 
employ  balances  now  lying  idle.  The  second  portion  of 
the  plan  related  to  the  issue  of  Exchequer  bonds,  and 
the  third  to  a  voluntary  commutation  of  the  three  per 
Cent.  Consols  and  the  Three  per  Cent.  Reduced, 
making  together  a  capital  of  nearly  500,000,000/., 
thereby  laying  the  foundation  of  a  permanent,  irre- 
deemable Two-and-a-Half  per  Cent,  stock,  which  was  the 
ultimate  aim  of  the  government  and  the  key  of  the 
resolutions  he  should  move.  The  Exchequer  bonds 
would  be  transferable  by  simple  delivery  ;  they  would  bear 
interest  at  2f  per  cent,  for  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  parlia- 
ment, reducible  at  the  discretion  of  the  Treasury,  and 
afterwards  to  bear  2i  per  cent,  until  the  year  1891, 
when  they  would  be  subject  to  redemption  ;  the  amount 
of  the  bonds  not  to  exceed  30,000,000/.  It  was  further 
proposed  that  these  Exchequer  bonds  should  be 
exchangeable  for  Exchequer  bills,  or  against  thenew  stocks 
created  by  the  resolutions,  orbe  sold  by  the  government, 
and  the  proceeds  employed  in  the  purchase  of  stock  for 
cancellation.  There  were  some  points  of  difficulty  with 
reference  to  these  securities,  to  obviate  which  he  thought 
the  wisest  course  would  be  to  intrust  the  government 
with  a  discretion,  the  amount  of  the  bonds  being  limited. 
The  Exchequer  bonds,  however,  would  not  furnish  a 
basis  sufficiently  broad  for  the  intended  operation.  He 
believed  they  would  not  suit  all  holders  of  stock ;  that, 
while  they  would  be  sought  as  commercial  and  trading 
securities,  they  would  not  be  held  as  permanent  property, 
especially  by  trustees.  To  meet  the  wishes  of  all  public 
creditors,  therefore,  it  was  proposed  to  afford  the  means 
of  voluntary  conversion  of  the  great  Three  per  Cent. 
Stocks,  and  until  the  10th  of  October,  to  allow  the 
holders  of  Three  per  Cent.  Consols  and  Three  per  Cent, 
reduced,  the  option  of  exchanging  the  stocks,  either 
into  exchequer  bonds  at  par  or  into  a  new  Three-and-a 
Half  per  Cent.  Stock,  at  the  rate  of  82/.  10s.  of  the  latter 
for  every  100/.  of  the  former,  which  would  give  a  perma- 
nent income  of  2/.  17s.  9d.,  instead  of  3/.  ;  or  it  would  be 
open  to  them  to'take,  for  every  100/.  stock,  110/.  of  aTwo- 
and-a-Half  per  Cent,  stock  guaranteed  for  forty  years. 
But  it  was  intended  to  limit  the  extent  of  this  option. 
The  objection  to  the  last  alternative  was  that,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  annual  charge  of  the  debt,  tlie  capital  or 
principal  would  be  increased  ;  but  Mr.  Gladstone  argued 
that,  taking  the  creation  of  this  stock  in  conjunction 
with  that  of  the  Three-and-a-Half  per  Cent.  Stock,  pos- 
would  sufi'er  no  disadvantage.  On  the  contrary, 
posterity  would  enjoy  a  reduction  of  the  annual  charge 
for  the  debt.  By  the  original  draught  of  the  resolutions 
it  was  left  to  the  option  of  all  holders  of  the  great  Three 
per  Cent,  stocks  to  exchange  into  the  new  Two-and-a- 
Half  per  Cent,  stock.  This  might  have  entailed  an 
iiicreise  of  the  nominal  capital  of  the  debt  to  the  extent 
of  50,000,000/.,  and  he  did  not  think  the  risk  of  so  large 
an  increase  should  be  incurred.  It  was  intended, 
therefore,  to  limit  the  amount  of  Three  per  Cent,  stock 
to  be  commuted  to  30,000,000/.,  according  to  priority, 
the  holders  of  the  Three  per  Cent,  stocks  having  still, 
however,  the  option  of  exchanging  it  for  Three-and-a- 
Kalf  per  Cents,  or  Exchequer  bouds.  The  utmost 
nominal  addition  that  could  be  made  to  the  cajiital  of 
the  national  debt  would  consequently  be  something 
more  than  3,000,000/.  It  was  proposed  tliat  the 
Accountant-General  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  the 
Accountant  in  Bankruptcy  should  not  have  the  power 


of  exercising  the  option  of  commuting  the  greater  stock 
standing  in  their  names.  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  conclusion, 
expressing  his  belief  that  if  the  plan  succeeded  the 
saving  would  be  very  considerable,  moved  a  series  of 
resolutions  pointing  out  the  differences  between  the 
original  and  the  amended  draughts.  A  number  of 
observations  and  criticisms  on  the  plan  were  made  by 
various  members ;  after  which  the  resolutions  were 
seriatim  agreed  to. 

On  Monday,  April  11,  on  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Canada  Clergy  Etscrvcs  Bill,  Mr. 
Walpolb  moved  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  that  day 
six  months.  He  adverted  to  the  strange  admissions 
made  in  committee  on  the  part  of  the  government,  and 
observed  that,  under  the  plea  of  local  self  government, 
the  Canadian  legislature  were  to  be  allowed  to  deal 
with  investments  made  in  this  country.  So  far  from  the 
English  and  Scotch  churches  being  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  Canada,  the 
endowments  of  the  Roman  Catholics  could  not  be 
touched  without  the  concurrence  of  the  imperial  parlia- 
ment, while  the  endowments  given  to  Protestants  in 
Canada  could  be  dealt  with,  and  could  bo  destroyed,  by 
a  majority  of  the  Canadian  legislature  alone.  The 
question  was  not  of  local  self-government,  a  principle  of 
which  he  was  in  favour,  it  was  rather  a  question  of 
trust  and  duty.  By  the  settlement  of  1840  a  compromise 
of  rights  was  effected.  The  imperial  parliament  had 
duties  to  discharge  with  regard  to  these  trusts  which  it 
could  not  get  rid  of  Assuming  that  there  was  a  trust, 
he  denied  that  the  question  of  local  self-government 
arose  at  all.  Now  came  the  material  question — was 
there  such  a  trust  ?  That  must  be  determined  by  a 
reference  to  the  statutes  and  charters  under  which  the 
reserves  were  originally  granted,  and  subsequently  con- 
firmed to  the  Protestant  clergy  of  Canada.  The  title  of 
these  reserves  was  coeval  with  the  cession  of  Canada 
itself  At  that  period  the  colony  was  peopled  by  Roman 
Catholics  ;  and  therefore  the  parliament  of  this  country 
most  properly  and  most  wisely,  by  a  statute  passed  in 
the  year  1774,  secured  to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  all 
their  accustomed  dues  and  rights ;  but  as  it  was  thought 
desirable  to  encourage  Protestant  immigration  to  this 
new  possession  of  the  British  crown,  the  other  dues  and 
rights  which  had  not  been  appropriated  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  were,  by  the  same  act  of  parliament, 
secured  to  the  Protestant  clergy.  The  title  of  the  Pro- 
testant clergy  was  confirmed  by  the  statute  of  1791, 
which  set  forth  the  permanence  of  the  grant  both 
affirmatively  and  negatively.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  when  the  appropriation  of  these  clergy  reserves 
was  made,  all  the  lands  were  the  property  of  the 
crown,  and  the  crown  had  as  much  I'ight  to  dedicate 
them  to  purposes  of  religion  as  to  any  other 
purpose  whatever.  They  were  so  dedicated ;  that 
dedication  had  been  confirmed  by  parliament ;  and  the 
most  solemn  pledges  had  been  given  that  the  permanence 
of  the  trust  should  not  be  altered.  If  ever  a  settlement 
was  solemnly  made,  if  ever  a  guarantee  was  distinctly 
given,  if  ever  a  duty  was  imposed  upon  parliament,  that 
settlement,  that  guarantee,  that  duty,  were  involved  in 
maintaining  the  "existing  settlement.  He  referred  to  the 
guarantee  contained  in  the  words  of  Lord  J.  Russell  in 
i840,  which  was  characterised  as  permanent.  The 
obligations  in  existence  could  not  be  repudiated  without 
a  breach  of  national  faith. — Mr.  Hume  deemed  Mr. 
Walpole's  alarms  baseless,  asserting  from  what  had 
occurred  in  the  Canadian  assembly  in  past  times  on  the 
subject  of  the  reserves,  that  the  bill  on  the  table  would 
have  a  healing,  rather  than  an  irritating  effect.  His 
advice  to  Lord  John  Russell  was  "  Be  just  and  fear  not." 
— Mr.  Drummond  described  the  measure  as  a  bill  to 
effect  church  plunder.  If  passed  it  must  lead  to  the 
separation  of  every  colony  from  the  mother  country. — 
Mr.  Ker  Seymer,  Sir  Edward  Bering,  Mr.  Frederick 
Peel,  and  Mr.  Bethell,  supported  the  bill.— Mr.  Liddell 
and  Mr.  Smith  Child  argued  against  it  on  the  ground  of 
national  faith. — Mr.  Nai'IEU  adverted  to  tlie  frequent 
changes  of  argument  adduced  by  ministers  in  support  of 
the  bill.  Was  England,  when  she  obtained  lands  by  con- 
quest, to  be  prevented  from  applying  some  of  them  to 
the  promulgation  of  the  national  faith  ?  The  question 
at  issue  was  not  one  of  endowment,  or  of  church  estab- 
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lishment,  but  of  property  and  of  spoliation.  Mr.  Na^pier 
argued  that  the  faith  of  the  erown  was  pledged  to  the 
entire  grant;  that  if  the  imperial  legislature  could  not 
violate  the  engagement  of  1840,  it  must  not  put  it  in  the 
power  of  others  to  violate  it ;  that  to  pass  the  bill  would 
be  to  withdraw  protection  from  the  protestant,  and  to 
leave  it  for  the  Roman  catholic  church  ;  and  further, 
that,  independent  of  questions  of  preperty,  and  of  public 
faith,  it  was  the  duty  of  England  to  see  that  she  exerts 
her  power  to  promulgate  and  maintain  the  christian 
truth. — Sir  John  Pakingtox  said  it  was  a  sad  day  for 
England  when  party  interests,  or  party  feelings,  induced 
men  of  high  personal  honour,  when  dealing  with  mattei-s 
of  public  import,  to  deviate  from  engagements  which  they 
■would  have  honourably  fulfilled  as  private  individuals. 
He  condemned  the  bill  as  a  breach  of  faith,  and  a  com- 
promise of  the  honour  of  parliament. — Lord  John 
Russell  admitted  that  in  1840  he  had  hoped  the 
arrangement  then  made  would  be  final,  but  said  that  the 
course  of  events  had  rendered  it  impossible  to  maintain 
that  arrangement.  The  house  then  divided — For  the 
amendment,  208 ;  against  it,  288.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  Tuesday,  April  12,  Mr.  Gaskell  having  moved 
an  address  for  a  commission  to  'inquire  into  Corrupt 
Practices  in  the  Borough  of  Clitheroe,  a  discussion  arose 
as  to  how  far  the  present  case,  in  which  a  large  amount 
of  intimidation  and  treating,  but  only  one  case  of  bribery 
had  been  reported,  came  under  the  operation  of  the  law. 
• — Mr.  CoBDEN  was  for  tendering  such  evidence  to  the 
commission,  and  bringing  in  a  now  bill  if  necessary. — 
Mr.  Walpole  was  for  a  consolidation  of  the  statutes  on 
the  subject. — Other  members  expressed  various  views. — 
Lord  J.  Russell  was  opposed  to  straining  the  law  to 
meet  a  particular  case. — Mr.  Disraeli  was  of  a  similar 
opinion,  but  thought  that  there  was  sufiicient  evidence 
of  direct  bribery  in  the  case  in  question  to  warrant  pro- 
ceeding in  the  regular  manner.  The  question  was 
settled  by  a  division,  when  the  original  motion  was 
carried  by  141  to  58. 

A  debate  ensued  on  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  Alter  the  Scale  of  Duties  on 
Carriages. — Mr.  Bright  said  that  the  coachmaking 
trade  was  being  strangled  by  a  sort  of  Exchequer 
garotte.  He  compared  the  advantages  enjoyed  in 
Ireland  with  the  restrictions  under  which  people 
laboured  in  this  country.  There  he  had  been  able  to 
drive  out  in  a  different  carriage  every  day  of  the  week. 
—The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  that 
in  ascribing  reasons  for  the  decline  of  the  coachmaking 
trade,  hon.  gentlemen  had  forgotten  the  increase  of 
railways.  With  regard  to  the  present  intention  of  the 
government  he  would  only  refer  them  to  his  financial 
statement  on  Monday.  —  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  was 
satisfied  with  the  answer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  E,\- 
chequer,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  W.  William-s  moved  that  in  future  the  Whole  of 
the  Public  Income  should  be  Paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
and  no  portion  issued  therefrom  without  the  sanction  of 
Parliament.  He  referred  to  documents  which  showed 
that  an  enormous  amount  of  public  money  (in  1815  ex- 
ceeding six  millions)  was  annually  intercepted  in  its 
way  to  the  Treasury  and  not  accounted  for. — Captain 
Scobell  seconded  the  motion. — The  Chancellor  of 
the  ExcHEUUER  entirely  agreed  with  Mr.  Williams  in 
principle.  The  government  were  considering  the 
question,  and  hoped  to  meet  it  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
At  the  same  time  he  could  not  agree  with  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  stood,  because  it  conveyed  an  undeserved 
censure. — Mr.  Williams  said  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  met  the  question  in  a  very  fair  way,  and  he 
■would  leave  it  in  his  hands,  with  the  utmost  confidence 
in  his  good  intentions.  The  motion  ■was  then,  by  leave, 
■withdrawn. 

Mr.  Butt  moved  an  address  to  the  Queen,  praying 
that  the  orders  issued  for  the  Gradual  Abolition  of  Kil- 
maiiihatn  Hospital  may  be  cancelled.  He  contended 
that  the  reasons  alleged  for  abolishing  the  time-honoured 
institution,  so  dear  to  the  worn-out  veteran,  and  so 
hallowed  in  the  thoughts  of  the  young  Irish  soldier, 
■were  altogether  insufiicient.  Was  the  destruction  of 
Kilmainham  Hospital  to  be  the  prelude  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  Chelsea  Hospital  ? — Lord  George  Paget,  who 


seconded  the  motion,  bore  testimony  to  the  strong  feel- 
ing of  the  Irish  soldiers  on  the  subject ;  and  Sii-  J. 
Fitzgerald,  also  consiilering  the  question  from  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  supported  the  motion. — Mr.  Vance 
gave  his  advocacy,  observing  that  the  same  reason  for 
destroying  Kilmainhiim,  that  of  economy,  might  be 
given  for  turning  Greenwich  or  Chelsea  Hospital  into 
model  lodging-houses. — The  Secretary-at-War  ob- 
jected that  the  majority  of  the  recipients  preferred  out- 
pensions  to  the  necessarily  severe  restrictions  of  an 
hospital.  He  reminded  them  that  Parliament  had 
three  times  aflarmed  the  policy  of  the  arrangement, 
which  he  had  not  considered  it  policy  to  disturb. — Mr. 
Whiteside  combated  some  of  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Sidney  Herbert,  and  reinforced  those  of  Mr.  Butt. — 
Lord  Seymour  opposed  the  motion,  observing  that 
military  hospitals  were  generally  for  the  benefit  of 
civilians  instead  of  soldiers. —  Mr.  E.  Ellice  and 
Colonel  Lindsay  took  a  similar  view,  but  the  house 
calling  for  a  division  the  motion  was  carried  by  198 
to  131. 

On  Wednesday,  April  13,  the  second  reading  of  the 
Judges  Exclusion  Bill  was  moved  by  Lord  Hotham. 
Lord  Palmerston  opposed  the  measure.  He  thought 
that  the  doors  of  that  house  ought  to  be  thrown  open 
as  widely  as  possible  to  the  admission  of  those  who 
could  assist  its  deliberations.  All  professions  were 
admitted,  and,  although  the  general  principle  was 
departed  from  in  very  special  cases,  the  range  of 
exclusion  should  not  be  extended  beyond  what  was 
justifiable  by  strong  necessity  or  apparent  advantage. 
Though  other  ofiices  were  included  in  the  schedule, 
practically  the  bill  applied  only  to  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls.  Persons  holding  that  office  had  not  only 
been  ornaments  of  that  house,  but  had  rendered  great 
assistance  in  its  debates,  and  it  had  never  been  imputed 
to  those  eminent  persons  that  they  had  been  swayed  by 
improper  feelings.  If  it  were  said — and  this  was  the 
strongest  point, — that  a  Master  of  the  Rolls,  being  a 
member  of  that  house,  might  have  to  decide  judicially 
questions  affecting  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  the 
measures  should  have  gone  further,  and  included  the 
Cursitor  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  recorders  of  corpora- 
tions, and  chairmen  of  quarter-sessions.  He  begged 
the  house,  therefore,  to  weigh  well  whether,  in  working 
out  the  principle  of  the  bill,  it  wo\dd  not  be  carried 
much  further  than  it  was  desirable  to  go,  and  detract 
from  the  dignity  and  character  of  parliament. — Mr.  Hume 
supported  the  bill.  This  was,  he  considered,  a  matter  of 
principle.  The  house  had  acted  upon  that  principle  in 
excluding  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court ;  and  the 
judicial  functions  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  were  incom- 
patible with  the  due  discharge  of  the  duty  of  a  member  of 
parliament. — Sir  F.  Kelly  likewise  advocated  the  bill. 
There  was  something  inconsistent,  he  observed,  with 
the  dignity  and  position  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
the  incidents  of  a  member  of  that  house.  Everything 
falling  from  so  high  a  judicial  functionary  ought  to  be 
listened  to  with  respect,  yet  he  might  have  been  one 'of 
the  lawyers  whose  clear  opinion  as  to  the  construction 
of  an  act  of  parliament  had  been  overruled  the  prece- 
ding night  by  a  large  majority  in  that  house.  The 
course  of  action  on  the  part  of  a  candidate  in  a  popular 
borough  was  so  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  so  high 
an  officer,  that  this  consideration  alone  ■would  induce 
him  to  support  the  bill. — Mr.V.  Smith,  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  remarked  that  it  had  not  been  hitherto  found 
that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  when  a  member  of  that 
house  had  neglected  either  set  of  duties.  He  did  not 
wish  to  limit  the  choice  of  constituencies,  but  rather  to 
enlarge  it.— Sir  J.  Pakington  observed  that  the  office 
of  chairman  of  quarter-sessions  was  not  recognised  by 
law  ;  he  was  merely  the  organ  of  his  fellow-magistrates. 
The  judges  of  county  courts  were  excluded  from  the 
house,  and  he  thought  the  Recorder  of  London  should 
be  excluded.— Mr." Ew-art  said  he  had  searched  in 
vain  for  the  principle  of  excluding  judges,  as  judges. 
Our  recent  statutes  for  that  object  were  encroachments 
upon  the  ancient  constitution.  The  rule  should  be 
admission,  and  exclusion  the  exception. — Lord  J. 
Russell  said  it  was  true  that  for  some  years  past  there 
had  been  a  tendency  to  exclude  from  that  house  persons 
holding  judicial  offices, — a  course  he  was  sorry  to  see. 
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His  first  objection  to  the  exclusion  of  all  judicial  officers 
was,  that  it  limited  the  choice  of  constituent  bodies. 
To  increase  these  restrictions  was,  in  fact,  to  proceed 
against  the  people,  and  to  say  that  they  were 
unfit  to  judge  who  were  fit  to  represent  them.  In 
tlie  second  jilace,  it  tended  generally  to  degrade  tlie 
house  by  shutting  out  men  of  talents  and  learning,  who 
would  impart  a  lustre  to  it,  and  uphold  its  dignity  and 
authoritj'.  That  house  was  increasing  in  power  and  in- 
fluence ;  nobody  sought  to  exclude  judicial  officers  from 
the  House  of  Lords  ;  and  therefore,  while  the  powi  r  and 
authority  and  influence  of  one  branch  of  the  legislature 
were  on  the  increase,  men  of  eminent  talents  were  taken 
into  the  other,  the  weight  of  which  was  becoming  rela- 
tively less.  In  legislating  for  law  reforms,  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  have  the  aid  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
in  that  house,  and  it  could  not  be  assumed  that,  because 
he  was  a  member,  he  would  neglect  his  judicial  duties, 
or  because  he  sat  in  the  court  in  the  morning,  he  could 
not  attend  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  afternoon.  The 
objection  to  his  being  thrown  into  the  turmoil  of  a  con- 
tested election  should  be  taken  in  conjunction  with  this 
considerition,— that  a  person  in  such  an  office  would 
enjoy  so  much  of  the  confidence  of  the  constituency  that 
he  would  be  easily  elected. — Lord  Hotham,  in  reply, 
observed,  that  the  chief  objection  urged  against  the  bill 
was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough,  which  implied  that 
the  measure  could  not  in  itself  be  an  objectionable  one. 
Lord  J.  Russell  had  argued  that  it  was  calculated  to 
restrict  the  choice  of  electors  ;  but  there  were  and  must 
be  restrictions,  and  the  question  was  whether  there  was 
anything  inexpedient  in  this  restraint  upon  a  choice 
which  might  fall  upon  a  candidate,  if  ajudge,  for  a  reason 
which  would  render  him  unfit  to  sit  in  that  house.  Then 
it  had  been  said  that  it  would  degrade  a  house  which  had 
been  embellished  by  the  splendid  talents  of  Sir  W.  Grant 
and  Sir  W.  Scott.  But  the  circumstances  of  parliament 
had  greatly  changed  since  the  time  of  close  nomination 
boroughs  ;  its  business,  too,  had  altered  in  respect  to  its 
nature  and  extent.  In  conclusion,  Lord  Hotham  cited 
strong  opinions  in  favour  of  the  exclusion  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  from  the  House  of  Commons  expressed  by 
Lord  Brougham  and  the  late  Lord  Langdale. — The  bill 
was  read  a  second  time. 

On  Thursday,  April  14,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson  brought 
forward  the  subject  of  Taxes  on  Knowledge.  He  moved 
three  resolutions,  to  the  effect  that  the  Advei  tisement 
Duly  ought  to  be  repealed;  that  the  policy  of  subjecting 
the  cheap  periodical  press  to  titamp  Duties  and  other 
restrictions  is  inexpedient,  and  the  law  relative  to  taxes 
on  newspapers  in  an  unsatisfactory  state ;  and,  lastly, 
that  the  Excise  Duly  on  Paper  materially  obstructs 
good  cheap  literature,  and  that  the  maintenance  of  this 
tax  as  a  permanent  source  of  revenue  would  be  impolitic, 
and  would  impede  the  progress  of  education.  He  had 
thus  framed  his  motion,  he  said,  in  consequence  of 
having  observed  that,  although  three  taxes  might  appear 
to  many  unconnected,  they  had  been  imposed  at  the  same 
time,  and  were  part  of  a  system  of  policy  designed,  to 
a  certain  extent,  to  restrain  the  press.  But  the  resolu- 
tions would  be  submitted  to  the  house  separately,  so  that 
the  assent  to  one  would  not  pledge  to  another.  It  might 
be  said  that  he  should  have  waited  until  the  appearance 
of  the  budget;  but  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
intended  to  deal  with  these  taxes,  a  vote  of  the  house 
would  strengthen  his  hands ;  if  not,  it  might  suggest  to 
him  the  propriety  of  falling  in  with  its  views.  The  last 
resolution  affected  about  900,000/.  of  the  public  revenue; 
but  it  did  not  pledge  the  house  to  an  immediate  repeal 
of  the  duty  on  paper,  but  only  that  as  early  an  oppor- 
tunity as  the  state  of  the  revenue  would  allow  should  be 
taken  to  abolish  this  duty.  Mr.  Gibson  urged  the  op- 
pressive nature  of  this  charge  upon  the  vehicle  of  know- 
ledge and  the  difficulties  it  cast  in  the  way  of  literary 
speculation,  and  the  consequent  check  it  gave  to  sound 
education.  He  then  dwelt  upon  the  injustice,  impolicy, 
and  inequality  of  the  advertisement  duty,  a  tax  of  small 
amount,  only  178,000/.  a  year,  which  he  denounced  as  a 
barbarous  toll,  unworthy  of  a  commercial  country  ;  and 
he  insisted  upon  the  impossibility  of  protecting  news- 
papers, whose  legitimate  fund  was  their  advertisments, 
against  untaxed  compositions.  The  removal  of  the  duty 
would   augment    the    number    of   advertisements,   and 


the  consequent  increase  of  postage  would  alone  cover 
the  loss  of  revenue.  In  the  last  place  Mr.  Gibson  dis- 
cussed the  policy  of  restraining  by  stamp  duties  the  cheap 
periodical  press  from  publishing  news,  contending  that 
this  was  a  question  of  policy,  not  of  revenue.  The  stamp 
duty  on  newspapers  originated  in  a  desire  to  restrain 
their  issue,  from  a  false  theory  which  associated  cheap 
with  mischievims  publications  ;  whereas  cheap  periodical 
works,  narrating  the  current  events  of  life,  supplied 
antidotes  to  the  poison  of  seditious  and  blasphemous 
writings.  When  the  amount  of  duty  was  reduced,  the 
restrictions  were  made  more  severe,  on  the  ground  of 
"safely;"  but  at  the  present  day  no  objection  was 
entertained  to  thediftusion  of  useful  knowledge,  or  even 
of  political  information.  The  power  of  the  government 
was  now  sustained  upon  the  utility  of  its  policy  and  its 
desire  to  benefit  all  classes.  If  the  stamp  duty  upon 
news  found  an  equivalent  in  the  exemption  for  postage, 
let  the  established  papers  remain  as  they  were,  and  let 
the  unstamped  papers  pay  for  transmission  through  the 
post ;  but  postal  revenue  should  not  be  connected  with 
a  tax  upon  news,  which  was  a  clumsy  and  defective 
scheme.  A  small  postage  tipoti  the  transmission  of 
newspapers  would  go  far  to  replace  the  revenue  lost  by 
the  repeal  of  the  stamp  duty.  Mr.  Gibson  dilated  upon 
the  defects  and  inconsistencies  of  the  law  relative 
to  newspapers,  the  attempt  to  define  which  term  he 
showed  to  abound  with  perplexities,  which,  he  said,  it 
behoved  the  government  to  remove  without  delay. — The 
motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ew.^rt,  who  dwelt  upon 
the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  morality  and  order 
from  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  and  advertisement  duties. 
— The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheguer  observed,  that 
the  resolutions  related  partly  to  subjects  of  policy  and 
partly  to  matters  of  revenue.  On  the  question  of 
policy  he  had  no  special  authority  to  speak  ;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  law  relating  to  taxes  on  newspapers  was 
in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  and  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
government  shoi'tly  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  clear  up  the  state 
of  that  law,  and  to  prevent  any  harsh  or  severe  inter- 
pretation of  it,  irrespective  of  the  question  of  the  stamp 
duty.  As  to  the  second  resolution,  it  had  been  said  that 
the  stamp  duties  had  not  been  imposed  for  revenue,  but 
to  restrain  the  press.  This  was  not  the  policy  of  the 
present  government ;  they  thought  that  perfectly  free 
discussion  was  not  only  not  to  be  regarded  as  an  evil, 
but  contributed  to  strengthen  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  and  nothing  would  be  done  by  the  government 
to  aflbrd  ground  for  a  contrary  opinion.  It  would  be  a 
breach  of  duty  on  his  part  to  encourage  or  advise  the 
house  to  pass  these  resolutions.  He  had  already  protested 
against  the  practice  of  condemning  taxes  which  the  house 
was  not  prepared  to  repeal,  thereby  creating  expectations 
not  to  be  fulfilled.  Mr.  Gibson  bad  not  proposed  any 
substitutes  for  these  taxes,  amounting  to  1,400,000/.,  and 
the  house  should  not  condemn  taxes  unless  prepared  to 
dispense  with  them  or  to  provide  substitutes.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  the  previous  question.  With  respect  to 
the  paper  duty,  he  should  be  glad  to  dispense  with  it, 
for,  though  a  large  part  fell  upon  paper  used  for  inferior 
purposes,  he  agreed  that  it  was  a  most  objectionable  tax 
upon  mental  efforts.  The  advertisement  duty  he  likewise 
acknowledged  was  a  very  onerous  charge.  Buthe  warned 
the  house  of  the  mischievous  precedent  it  would  set  by 
condemning  taxes  on  isolated  grounds,  without  regard 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  country.  In  the  eight  weeks 
he  had  been  in  office,  propositions  had  been  made  in 
that  house  for  the  repeal  of  duties  to  the  amount  of 
7,000,000/.  The  claims  on  behalf  of  newspapers  for 
relief  from  taxation  would  have  a  fair  consideration — 
that  is,  a  just  and  impartial  comparison  with  claims  for 
relief  by  other  great  interests  of  the  country.  He 
admitted  that  it  was  fair  that  these  questions  should  be 
raised,  but  he  prayed  the  house  not  to  slide  into  the  bad 
habit  of  dealing  so  lightly  with  these  questions  of 
revenue  without  the  means  of  giving  practical  effect  to 
their  resolutions. — Mr,  Bright  said  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Gibson  had  not  received  anything  like  an  answer. 
These  duties  were  not  brought  forward  as  unjust  taxes, 
but  as  instruments  which  restrained  the  press ;  and  it 
was  time  that  a  government  professing  a  regard  for 
education  should  deal  with  these  taxes.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  revenue  ;  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  if 
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the  advertisement  and  stamp  duties  were  abolished,  the 
loss  of  revenue  would  be  so  small  as  not  to  be  put  in  the 
balance  against  the  advantages  that  would  arise  frum 
it.  —  The  motion  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  W. 
Williams,  Mr.  D.  Seymour,  and  Mr.  J.  Phillimore. 
— Tlie  Attorney-General  gave  an  exposition  of  the 
state  of  the  newspaper  law. — Lord  J.  Kussell  said, 
the  objections  to  the  motion  might  be  stated  in  a  very 
small  compass.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
asked  the  house  to  suspend  its  opinion  until  Monday, 
and  he  thought  they  ought  to  accede  to  so  reasonable  a 
request.  On  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  wonder  tliat 
Mr.  Gibson  should  have  brought  the  subject  before  the 
house.  These  duties  all  stood  upon  dift'ereut  grounds, 
and  he  did  not  think  that  the  term  "  taxes  on  know- 
ledge "  applied  to  them.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
stamp  duty  was  originally  imposed  as  a  restraint  upon 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  he  did  not  think  it  con- 
sistent with  the  policy  of  this  country  to  impose  such  a 
restriction  ;  but,  while  he  regarded  this  as  a  tax  for 
revenue,  he  was  afraid,  if  it  were  removed,  mischievous 
publications  would  still  exist.  With  regard  to  the 
paper  duty,  he  put  it  to  the  house  whether  it  was  not 
premature  to  enter  into  a  question  which  involved  the 
general  taxation  of  the  country. — ^Mr.  Disraeli  sym- 
pathised with  her  Majesty's  ministers,  having  had  to 
consider  this  question  when  in  office,  and  his  colleagues 
had  thought  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  proposing 
the  repeal  of  the  advertisement  duty ;  but  it  was  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Derby  that,  on  the  whole,  it  was  better 
that  it  should  be  postponed  until  the  govei-nment  had 
time  to  consider  duties  of  an  analogous  character.  Was 
the  house,  then,  justified  now  in  dealing  with  the  fii-st 
resolution  ?  His  opinion  was  that  they  were  not  justified 
in  dealing  with  all  the  three  duties,  considering  them 
in  a  fiscal  point  of  view  ;  he  proposed  to  consider  only 
the  first.  What  was  the  principal  argument  brouglit 
forward  by  Lord  J.  Russell  ?  Why,  that  no  proposal 
for  the  remission  of  taxation  should  be  made  before  tbe 
budget,  and  what  success  it  would  have  afterwards  the 
house  would  decide.  The  proposition  amounted  to  this, 
that  the  administration  of  the  day  should  have  the 
exclusive  privilege  and  monopoly  of  proposing  a  remis- 
sion of  taxation.  Such  a  doctrine  was  most  dangerous. 
What  chance  had  the  house  of  dealing  with  this  im- 
portant question  if  they  lost  the  present  opportunity  ? 
He  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  repeal  of  the  advertise- 
ment duty,  as  this  was  a  policy  he  had  been  prepared 
to  propose  to  the  house  as  a  policy  which  he  believed 
sound  and  beneficial ;  he  did  not  think  the  house  could 
advance  the  general  question  if  this  oppnrtunity  were 
missed,  and  he  recommended  them  to  adopt  the  motion. 
— Mr.  J.  Ball  said  that  he  would  not  join  in  voting 
for  the  resolution  with  Mr.  Disraeli,  considering  his 
support  not  an  honest  one. — Mr.  Cobden  presumed 
that  Mr.  Gibson  was  in  earnest,  and  desired  to  see 
these  taxes  abolished,  and  he  accepted  the  assistance  of 
Mr.  Disraeli  and  his  friends  with  all  his  heart.  Upon 
the  general  question,  he  referred  to  the  evidence  of  the 
large  circulation  of  exceptional  publications,  contending 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  duty,  the  good  cheap  publi- 
cations would  put  down  the  bad. — Mr.  J.  M'Gregor, 
Sir  J.  Pakington,  and  Mr.  Maguire  supported  the 
motion,  which  was  opposed  by  Lord  R.  Grosvenou. 
Upon  a  division  the  first  resolution  was  carried  against 
the  government  by  200  to  169,  the  second  was  nega- 
tived by  280  to  98,  and  the  third  by  275  to  80. 

On  Friday,  April  15,  Sir  B.  Hall  reported  that  the 
Tynemouth  Election  Committee  had  Found  Mr.  Hugh 
Taylor  not  Duly  Elected,  on  the  ground  of  bribery  and 
treating. 

Sir  J.  Walmsley  called  attention  to  certain  state- 
ments in  a  morning  paper  respecting  an  Alleged  Refugee 
Conspiracy ,  and  asked  whether  it  was  true  that  (as  was 
asserted)  the  house  of  M.  Kossuth  had  been  searched 
by  the  police  ? — Lord  Palmerston  said  in  reply  ; — "  The 
facts  of  the  case  referred  to  by  the  hon.  baronet  are,  that 
information  having  been  received  that  there  were  in  a 
house  somewhere  near  Rotherhithe — not  in  a  house 
occupied  by  M.  Kossuth — a  quantity  of  military  stores, 
and  especially  a  larger  quantity  of  gunpowder  than  was 
permitted  by  law  to  be  held  even  by  dealers,  a  search 
warrant  was  issued  in  the  ordinary  course  by  the  magis- 


trate to  the  police  ;  the  house  in  question  was  entered 
yesterday,  and    in  it  were  f(mnd   upwards  of   seventy 
cases,  closely  packed,  containing,  apparently  for  ti'ans- 
mission  to  some  distance,  several  thousand  rockets,  not 
such  as  are  used  at    Vauxhall,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
war.     There  was  also  found  a  considerable  number  of 
rockets  in  varii)us  stages  of  preparation,  and  iron  cases 
which  usually  contained  the  combustible  matter.    There 
were  found  2,000  shells  not  as  yet  loaded,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  that  composition  with   which    rockets   are 
filled,  and   5001b.    of  gunpowder.     These  things  were 
seized  by  the  pidice.     Who  they  belong  to,  or  who  were 
the  persons  employed  in  making  them,  the  house  will 
not,  perhaps,   expect  me,  in  the  present  stage   of  the 
matter,    to    enter    into.     These    will  be  questions   for 
future  consideration.     But  I  think  the  house  will  agree 
with    me    that    the  Secretary  of    State  for  the  Home 
Department,    having    been    informed    that    there  was 
reason  to  think  that  such  an  immense  quantity  of  war- 
like stores  were  to  be  found  in  a  private  dwelling,  was 
justified  in  taking  these  steps  for  the  purpose  of' taking 
possession  of  these  anns,  and  founding  thereupon  any 
such  proceeding  which  the  law  advit^ers  whom  he  may 
have  to  consult  may  think  there  is  ground  for  taking. 
lean   assure   my   hon.    friend  that   he  is  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  government  are  acting  in  this  matter 
upon  any  pledge,  promise,  or  engagement  given  to  any 
foreign  government,   except  that   given  in  the  face  of 
parliament,  viz.,  that  we  should  use  our  utmost  exertions 
to  enforce  the  law  in  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  that  shelter,    which  I  trust   will  always  he 
given  to  foreign  exiles  who   may  come  here  from  any 
political  cause  whatever,  being  abused  for  the  purpose  of 
organising  or  carrying    on  hostile  proceedings    against 
other  countries." — Mr.  T.  Duncombe  declared  that  the 
statement,  as  regarded  M,  Kossuth,  was  a  perfect  fabri- 
cation ;  and  asked  Lord  Palmerston  whether  he  did  not 
know  that  the  house   was  no  private  house  at  all,  and 
that  a  Mr.  Hale,  who  was  a  rival  of  Captain  Warner, 
had  six  years  ago  taken  out  a  patent  for  the  manufacture 
of  rockets,  which  he    sold  to  foreign    governments  ? — 
Mr.  Bright  asked  further,  whether  there  was  at  present 
any  reason  to  believe,   upon   any  evidence   before   the 
noble  lord,  that    M.  Kossuth  was   in  any  degree  more 
compromised  in  this   matter  than  any  member  of  the 
Orleans  party  resident  in  this  country  ? — Lord  P.almer- 
STON  replied,  that  he  did  not  know  so  much  about  this 
subject  as  Mr.  Duncombe  evidently  did,  whose  represen- 
tation he  did  not  mean  to  dispute.     As  to  M.  Kossuth, 
he  was  sure  tlie  house  would  be  of  opinion  that,  in  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  enter 
into  further   discussion.     Without  casting  any  imputa- 
tion whatever,  he  would  only  say  that  it  remained  to  be 
ascertained  to  whom  the  premises  in  question  belonged, 
and    who   were  the    persons    chiefiy   concerned. — Lord 
D.  Stuart  said  M.  Kossuth  denied  all  knowledge  what- 
ever of  the  transaction. 

The  question  of  the  third  reading  of  the  Jetoish 
Disabilities  Bill  gave  rise  to  another  long  debate,  which, 
however,  presented  no  novelty,  the  subject  being 
exhausted.  Mr.  Gumming  Bruce  moved  the  third 
reading  that  day  six  months. — The  Bill  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Kirk,  Mr.  Sergeant  Murphy,  the  Solicitor- 
General,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr.  Fitzroy,  and  Lord  John 
Russell;  and  opposed  by  Mr.  White.side,  Mr.  Child, 
Mr.  Goulbourn,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Walpole,  and  Sir  R. 
Peel.  On  a  division,  the  third  reading  was  carried  hy 
288  to  230. 

On  Monday,  April  18,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
ExcHEaUEK  made  his  Financial  Statement,  the  house 
having  gone  into  a  committee  of  supply.  He  commenced 
by  laying  before  the  committee  the  state  of  the  public 
account ;  and  demonstrating  that  although  the  balance 
of  the  income  over  the  expenditure  of  the  past  year  was 
2,460,000/.,  the  present  available  balance  was  much 
smaller.  He  then  went  into  an  elaborate  defence  of  his 
own  views  on  the  income  tax,  in  which  he  asserted  the 
importance  of  the  impost  as  a  temporary  tax  suitable  to 
emergencies,  but  one  not  to  be  tampered  with.  Ho 
protested  against  the  plan  for  capitalising:  incomes,  and 
showed  thedifficulties  in  the  way  of  striking  an  average 
between  persons  in  the  same  class.  He  was  strongly 
against   the  perpetuity  of  the  tax  as  a  jjovtiou  of  the 


84 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAERATIVE. 


[April,  1S33. 


finances,  but  proposed  to  renew  it  as  a  temporary 
measure — for  two  years,  from  April,  1853,  at  Id.  in  the 
pound  ;  for  two  years  more,  from  April,  1855,  at  %d.  in 
the  pound;  and  for  three  years  more,  from  April,  1857, 
at  od.  in  the  pound,  the  tax  to  expire  on  the  5th  of 
April,  1860.  He  proposed  to  adopt  the  plan  of  the  late 
government,  and  extend  the  tax  to  all  incomes  above 
100/.  a  year,  and  also  to  include  Ireland  in  its  operation. 
The  produce  of  the  income  tax,  when  levied  in  Ireland 
precisely  on  the  same  conditions  as  in  England,  he 
estimated  at  460,000/.  a  year  ;  but  as  the  tax  will  not 
be  levied  until  January  in  next  year,  the  proceeds  of 
the  half  year  would  be  only  230,000/.  The  estimate  of 
the  sum  derivable  from  the  extension  of  the  tax  to 
incomes  below  150/.  was  125,000/  ;  and  the  sum  arising 
from  its  extension  to  Ireland  was  calculated  at  230,000/., 
the  total  amounting  to  5,845,000/.  He  next  came  to  an 
augmentation  of  taxation — the  extension  of  the  legacy 
duty  to  all  successions,  by  Avhich  he  calculated  that 
500,000/.  would  be  added  to  the  permanent  means  in 
1853—4 ;  700,000/.  more  in  1854—5 ;  400,000/.  more  in 
1855—6  ;  and  400,000/.  more  in  1856—7  ;  making  a  total 
addition  to  the  permanent  means  of  the  country  of  not  less 
than  2,000,000/.  per  annum.  The  spirit  duties  were  next 
to  be  dealt  with.  He  proposed,  with  regard  to  Scotland, 
to  add  a  shilling  to  the  existing  duty,  by  which  he 
expected  a  gain  of  278,000/.,  after  making  an  allowance 
for  spirits  in  bond  for  waste ;  and  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  an  additional  duty  of  8d.  per  gallon,  by  which, 
making  similar  allowances,  the  gain  would  be  198,000/. 
He  proposed  also  an  augmentation  of  the  revenue  to 
the  amount  of  113,000/.  upon  a  certain  class  of  licences; 
making  a  total  of  1,344,000/.,  which,  with  the  surplus  of 
805,000/.,  would  leave  for  the  remission  of  taxes  a  sum 
of  2,149,000/.  While  making  a  stride  towards  the 
equalisation  of  taxation,  he  had-,  a  measure  of  a 
compensatory  kind  to  propose  with  regard  to  Ireland — 
■which  was  nothing  less  than  to  sweep  away  the  whole 
of  the  consolidated  annuities — to  remit  the  entire 
remainder  of  the  debt  due  to  England  from  the  29th 
of  September  last.  He  next  came  to  the  general 
remission  of  taxes,  and  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  the 
abolition  of  the  soap  duty,  and  considerable  changes  in 
the  stamp  duties,  including  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
upon  life  assurance,  a  uniform  penny  stamp  for  receipts 
and  otlier  instruments,  the  reduction  of  the  advertisement 
duty  to  6c/.,  and  the  abolition  of  the  stamp  upon 
newspaper  supplements.  He  described  various  reduc- 
tions which  were  proposed  in  the  assessed  taxes, 
involving  a  loss  to  the  revenue  upon  servants  of  87,000/.  ; 
private  carriages,  95,000/.  ;  horses,  118,000/.  ;  dogs, 
10,000/.  ;  amounting  in  all  to  290,000/.  Arriving,  then 
at  the  customs  duties,  he  described  the  difficulties  of 
dealing  with  the  question  of  wine,  with  regard  to  which 
he  promised  no  alteration.  With  tea  he  had  been 
more  successful,  and  he  proposed  to  adopt  the  resolution 
of  the  late  government  in  the  first  instance,  and  reduce 
the  duty  to  Is.  lOrf.  until  1854  ;  then,  from  the  5th  of 
April,  1854,  to  the  5th  April,  1855,  to  \s.  Gd.  ;  from  the 
5th  of  April,  1855,  to  the  5th  April,  1856,  to  Is.  3d.  ; 
leaving  the  duty  from  April,  1856,  forwards  at  Is., 
the  whole  time  to  l)e  occupied  in  eflecting  the  descent  from 
2*.  2jf/.  to  Is.,  being  something  less  than  three  years. 
A  remission  of  the  duties  upon  a  large  number  of 
minor  articles  also  came  within  his  scheme.  The  various 
changes  in  the  customs,  as  applicable  to  the  year  1853-54, 
■would  cause  a  gross  loss  to  the  revenue  amounting  to  no 
less  than  1,338,000/.,  but  which  he  trusted  would  be 
reduced  by  increased  consumption  to  658,000/.  The 
remission  of  taxes  on  the  year  1 853-54  would  be  Excise — 
Gross  loss  786,000/.,  Net  loss  771,000/.;  Stamps— Gro.s 
loss  417,000/.,  Net  loss  200,000/.;  Tost-horses— Gross 
and  net  losses  57,000/.  ;  Customs — Gross  loss  1,338,000/., 
Net  loss  658,000/.,  showing  a  remission  of  taxation  for 
the  year  of  2,568,000/.  Then  he  anticipated  reductions 
of  charge  which  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  would  raise 
the  sum  to  be  created  by  the  new  means  of  taxation  from 
2,459,000/.  to  3,813,000/.  Then,  in  the  year  1859-60, 
there  would  come  the  falling-in  of  the  long  annuitirs, 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  terminable  annuities,  which 
■would  operate  to  the  relief  of  the  country  to  no  less  than 
2,146,000/.  a  year.  Adding  that  sum  to  the  3,813,000/. 
wl-.th  they  would  find  between  the  additional  resources 


of  taxation,  the  reduction  of  the  charge  that  would 
accrue  in  the  interval,  and  the  fallinii-in  of  the  long 
annuities,  there  would  be  an  available  increase, 
amounting  to  no  less  than  5,959,000/.,  against  the 
6,140,000/.  of  income  which  is  its  total  amoxmt.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  his  speech  amidst  great 
applause.  Several  members  asked  questions  with  regard 
to  particular  portions  of  the  statement,  the  discussion 
upon  which  was  fixed  for  Monday  the  25th. 

On  Tuesday,  April  19,  Sir  B.  Hall  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  contents  of  three  parliamentary 
papers,  intituled  Dockyards,  Dockyard  Appointments, 
and  Dockyard  Promotions,  and  moved  that  a  select 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
under  which  a  circular  sent  to  the  superintendent  of  her 
Majesty's  dockyards,  dated  September  26th,  1849,  was 
cancelled  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1852,  without  any 
order  or  minute  of  the  board  ;  also,  into  the  circum- 
stances under  which  a  letter  addressed  by  Sir  Baldwin 
Walker  to  Mr.  Stafford,  as  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 
in  which  letter  Sir  Baldwin  Walker  tendered  his  resig- 
nation as  surveyor  of  the  navy,  was  withheld  from  the 
board ;  also,  into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  James  Wells  as  master  smith  in  the 
dockyard  at  Portsmouth,  the  subsequent  cancelling 
thereof,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  George  Cotsell  in 
his  stead  ;  and  generally  into  the  exercise  of  the  influ- 
ence  and  patronage  of  the  Admiralty  in  the  several 
parliamentary  boroughs  connected  with  the  dockyards, 
since  the  19th  day  of  April,  1852,  at  which  date  a  cir- 
cular was  issued  from  the  Admiralty,  signed  by  the 
secretary,  cancelling  their  lordships'  order  of  the  26th 
day  of  September,  1849,  which  directs  that  "  all  reports 
and  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  vacancies,  pro- 
motions, or  changes  of  the  officers  and  workmen  of  the 
dockyards,  shall  be  forwarded  through  the  surveyor's 
department ;  "  and  ordering  that  "  in  future  such  rei)orts 
and  correspondence  be  transmitted  direct  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Admiralty."  Sir  B.  Hall  described  the 
circumstances  referred  to  at  some  length,  and  read 
a  variety  of  documents,  tending  to  show  that  there  had 
been  an  improper  exercise  of  government  influence  for 
political  ends  to  the  proceedings  in  question. — Mr. 
Stafford  defended  himself  and  the  department  to 
which  he  belonged  at  the  period  in  question,  from  the 
imputations  of  Sir  B.  Hall ;  quoting  a  variety  of  corre- 
spondence and  other  documentary  evidence,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  transaction  in  question  had  been  in  strict 
accordance  -with  official  custom  and  routine,  and  had  not 
been  influenced  by  the  motives  assigned.  He  complained 
of  illiberality  and  unfairness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
had  brought  the  charges  against  him,  who  had  not  ha.d 
the  manliness  and  courage  to  make  their  assertions 
before  a  constituted  tribunal,  where  he  could  have  met 
them  upon  oath.  He  admitted  that  he  had  been  im- 
prudent in  some  cases,  but  urged  as  a  justification  the 
"difficulties  and  temptations"  of  the  period  -when  he 
acceded  to  office.  He  instanced  particularly  liis  having 
gone  round  to  the  dockyards  as  an  imprudent  step, 
though  he  denied  that  in  so  doing  he  was  actuated  by 
any  political  motive.  He  felt  secure  in  a  clear  con- 
science, and  asked  for  an  impartial  judgment. — Admiral 
Bekkeley  had  hoped  that  the  hon.  member  would 
have  seconded  the  motion,  as  he  had  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  cast  imputations  upon  Sir  Baldwin  Walker, 
which  rendered  an  inquiry  necessary  for  the  justification 
of  that  officer. — Mr.  Cokkie  opposed  the  motion,  con- 
sidering an  inquiry  a  work  of  supererogation,  after  the 
able  refutation  of  Mr.  Staflbrd. — Sir  F.  Baking  con- 
sidered that  in  a  case  involving  such  grave  charges 
against  the  Admiralty  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  distin- 
guished officer  on  the  other,  common  decency  and 
justice  i-equired  a  searching  and  speedy  inquiry. — Sir  F. 
TiiEsiGEii  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  the 
character  of  Mr.  Stafford  had  been  completely  vindi- 
cated, and  that  the  inquiry  would  elicit  no  further 
information. — Sir  J.  Gkaham  exonerated  Mr.  Stafford 
from  any  personal  charge,  but  thought  there  should  be 
an  inquiry  as  a  matter  of  justice  both  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
man and  Sir  Baldwin  Walker. — Mr.  Disraeli  con- 
sidered that  Mr.  Staflbrd  had  most  ably  vindicated 
himself,  but  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  Sir  Baldwin 
Walker,  was  willing  that  there  should  be  an  inquiry. — 
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Lord  J.  Russell  was  in  favour  of  the  motion  upon 
similar  grounds. — The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Lord  R.  Grosvenor  moved  an  address  for  a  commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  Corrupt  Practices  in  the  Borough  of 
Maldon,  stating  briefly  the  grounds  on  which  he 
founded  his  motion. — A  short  discussion  resulted  in  a 
division,  when  the  motion^was  agreed  to  by  69  to  48. 

On  Wednesday,  April  20,  Mr.  Drummond  said  it  had 
been  his  intention  to  have  moved  to  defer  the  committal 
of  the  Judges  Exclusion  Bill  for  six  months,  considering 
it  to  be  one  of  the  most  destructive  measures  ever  pre- 
sented since  he  had  had  a  seat  in  that  house  ;  but  he 
should  postpone  his  motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
until  the  third  reading. — The  house  then  went  into 
committee. — A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Hume  to  include 
the  Recorder  of  London  in  the  schedule  of  judicial 
functionaries  disqualified  to  sit  in  the  house,  which  was 
generally  resisted,  he  ultimately  withdrew  until  the 
third  reading. — The  clauses  were  agreed  to  without 
alteration. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated 
that  an  error  had  occurred  in  the  printed  copy  of 
the  Customs'  resolutions  with  reference  to  the  Duties 
on  Soap,  which  should  have  been  struck  out,  it  being 
the  intention  of  the  government  that  the  whole  duty  on 
foreign  soap  should  cease  altogether  when  the  e.\cise 
duty  was  remitted. 

On  Thursday,  April  21,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  stated  the 
views  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  Recommen- 
dations of  the  Select  Committee  respecting  the 
Department  of  the  Customs,  and  the  alterations  and 
amendments  they  proposed  to  make  therein.  Those 
recommendations  were  comprised  under  14  heads. 
With  the  first,  the  constitution  of  the  board  of  customs, 
the  government  did  not  intend  at  present  to  meddle, 
although  the  subject  was  under  consideration.  With 
respect  to  the  appointment  and  promotion  of  the  inferior 
officers,  it  was  hoped  that,  by  holding  out  a  fair 
expectation  to  merit,  a  better  tone  would  be  imparted 
to  the  service.  Under  the  head  of  fines  and  satisfac- 
tions, Mr.  Wilson  indicated  the  mitigations  and 
modifications  contemplated  with  the  view  of  taking 
away  the  direct  interest  of  the  seizing  officer,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  coast-guard  service.  With  respect  to 
the  ad  valorem  duties,  the  scheme  recently  developed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  show  that  it 
was  intended  almost  entirely  to  abandon  these  duties. 
He  next  explained  the  changes  made  and  meditated  in 
respect  to  seizures  and  stoppages.  Under  the  head  of 
costs  and  penalties  the  government  had  thought  the 
time  had  come  when  the  crown  should  be  put  upon  the 
same  footing  as  the  subject ;  and,  further,  that  it  should 
be  imperative  on  the  crown,  in  all  cases  where  the 
amount  to  be  recovered  shall  not  exceed  100/.,  instead  of 
an  exchequer  trial,  to  resort  to  a  county  court,  or  such 
local  tribunal  as  the  treasury  should  direct.  Other 
ameliorations  of  the  law  under  this  head  were  detailed 
by  Mr.  Wilson.  With  respect  to  the  transit  trade,  it 
was  proposed  to  allow  all  goods  in  transitu  to  be  con- 
veyed by  railway,  under  the  superintendence  of  custom- 
house officers,  from  one  port  to  another,  and  re-exported 
without  opening  the  packages,  and  without  requiring 
bonds,  except  from  the  railway  companies.  Other 
relaxations  of  the  law  would  be  likewise  adopted  in 
order  to  give  facilities  to  this  trade.  On  the  important 
subject  of  bonding  and  warehousing,  he  stated  that,  in 
order  to  obviate  a  complaint  of  the  committee  of  the 
hardship  of  the  present  system  of  charging  duties  upon 
deficiencies,  it  was  proposed  that  the  importer  of  bonded 
goods  shall  be  liable  to  the  crown  until  he  parts  with 
possession,  when  the  goods  shall  be  re-entered  in  the 
name  of  the  purchaser,  who  shall  be  responsible  to  the 
crown ;  that  stock  shall  be  taken  every  five  years,  the 
duties  then  paid  on  the  ascertained  deficiencies,  and  the 
goods  re-entered ;  modifications  were  likewise  to  be 
made  in  respect  to  bonds.  Having  explained  the  new 
regulations  proposed  to  be  made  with  regard  to 
passengers'  luggage,  and  the  alterations  in  the  hours  of 
attendance  of  officers,  he  discussed  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  for  simplifying  the  entries  of  free 
goods,  which  he  showed  would  open  a  wide  door  to 
smus;gling,  some  remarkable  examples  of  which  he 
related.     An  arrangement   had,  however,  been   made. 


by  which  entries  of  free  goods  would  be  made  in  a 
room  distinct  from  the  long  room  at  the  custom-house, 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship,  thereby 
excluding  risk  while  preventing  delay.  With  regard  to 
the  codification  of  the  laws,  the  government  had  given 
instructions  for  reducing  the  existing  customs  acts  into 
one  (to  be  expressed  in  plain  and  simple  terms),  which 
would  be  shortly  laid  before  the  house,  and  had  given 
directions  to  the  commissioners  of  the  customs  to 
publish  monthly  all  new  regulations,  which  would  from 
year  to  year  be  incorporated  in  a  new  act.  In  treating 
of  the  outports,  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  reconstruction  of  the  board  of  customs,  Liverpool 
would  have  some  independent  functionary  on  the  spot ; 
and  in  the  meantime  the  existing  authorities  at  that 
port  would  be  empowered  to  decide  in  all  ordinary  cases 
not  exceeding  100/.,  subject  to  instructions  of  the  board. 
There  was  another  subject  upon  which  the  committee 
had  not  reported — namely,  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  revenue 
regulations  of  which  it  was  intended  entirely  to  change. 
All  these  proposals  he  laid  before  the  house  in  order 
that  they  might  be  well  considered,  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  the  government  were  not  bound  to 
them. — When  Mr.  Wilson  concluded,  several  members 
made  remarks  on  the  proposed  measures,  when  the 
discussion  was  stopped  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  suggested  that  the  house  had  better 
wait  till  the  propositions  of  government  were  laid 
before  them  in  a  printed  form. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the  Pilotage 
Bill  Mr.  Turner  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  He  objected  to 
ti-ansferring  to  authorities  in  London,  powers  which 
should  be  exercised  by  local  committees. — Sir  E.  Bering 
seconded  the  amendment. — Colonel  H.\rcourt  sup- 
ported the  amendment. — After  some  further  discussion 
a  division  took  place,  and  the  amendment  was  lost  by 
136;  the  numbers  being  219  to  83. — The  bill  then  went 
through  comm.\X,te&  pro  forma. 

Mr.  FiTZROY  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  Better  Regulation  of  Hackney  Carriages ;  by 
altering  the  system  of  granting  licenses ;  reducing  the 
fare  to  Of/,  per  mile ;  furnishing  the  hirer  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  true  amount  of  the  fare  ;  and 
providing  other  regulations  for  the  carriages  and  drivers. 
;  On  Friday,  April  22nd,  Mr.  HuTT,  reported  that  the 
Maidstone  Election  Committee  had  decided  that  Mr. 
DoDD  was  not  duly  elected,  bribery  having  been 
practised  at  his  election. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  South  Sea  and 
oilier  Annuities  Commutation  Bill,  and  passed  the  first 
clause.  Sir  F.  Kelly  opposed  the  second  clause  in  an 
elaborate  speech,  in  which  he  minutely  described  the 
three  objects  of  the  bill.  If  any  one  of  those  objects 
(he  said)  could  be  accomplished  on  reasonable  terms, 
or  even  if  the  first  steps  towards  their  realisation  could 
be  taken  consistently  with  good  faith  towards  the 
national  creditor  on  the  one  hand,  and  without  increase 
of  the  national  debt  on  the  other,  he  would  give  such 
a  scheme  his  support.  But  he  believed  that  the  bill, 
with  all  its  intricacies  and  combinations,  was  inconsistent 
and  impracticable ;  and  that  even  if  it  could  be  carried 
out,  it  would  be  mischievous  in  its  effects :  because  a 
part  of  the  scheme  would  make  a  large  and  substantial 
addition  to  the  national  debt— an  addition,  moreover, 
that  would  be  multiplied  twenty  or  fiftyfold  if  applied 
to  the  whole  debt.  He  denied  that  the  three  alterna- 
tives proposed  were  by  any  means  equivalents,  and  upon 
this  opinion  founded  his  main  objection  to  the  bill. 
He  moved  the  omission  of  the  second  alternative,  which 
involved  the  increase  of  the  national  debt  and  the 
guarantee  for  the  period  of  40  years  at  2j  per  cent. — 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  defended  the 
bill  both  in  principle  and  detail.  The  measure  was  not 
based  on  the  assumption  that  money  would  increase, 
but  upon  the  belief  that  there  was  such  a  tendency 
towards  the  diminution  of  money  that,  the  government 
ought  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  not  to  extend  hereafter  to  the  whole  600,000,000/. 
of  the  Three  per  Cents.  ;  but  simply  to  establish  a  new 
Two-and-a-Half  per  Cent.  Stock,  and  when  that  stock 
was  established  to  improve  the  terms  as  fast  as  possible. 
Referring   to   Sir  Fitzioy's   charge   against    the  three 
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alternatives,  he  atlmitted  that  they  were  not  equivalents 
in  an  arithmetical  sense  ;  but  other  things  were  to  be 
considered.  The  question  of  confidence  and  seiuritj 
entered  into  price  ;  but  who  could  estimate  their  value 
in  figures  ?  Who  could  put  into  figures  the  value  of  a 
twenty  or  forty  years'  guarantee  ?  Who  could  put 
into  figures  the  value  of  transfers,  which  would  pass 
from  hand  to  hand,  without  change  or  limitation  of 
place,  with  the  power  of  deposit?  He  agreed  with  Sir 
Fitzroy,  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  increase  the  national 
debt;  and  he  went  so  far  with  him^though  he  was 
not  so  sanguine- — as  to  wholesale  and  permanent 
reductions  in  the  value  of  money — as  to  think  that  it 
was  desirable  to  introduce  into  the  system  of  the  debt  a 
stock  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  which,  in  case  the  value 
of  money  should  be  subject  to  favourable  alteration, 
would  form  a  basis  for  extensive  reductions  ;  and  therein 
consisted  the  importance  of  a  2i  per  cent,  stock.  He 
did  not  disregard  the  objection  to  an  increase  in  the 
National  Debt,  but  he  considered  it  worth  while  to 
make  a  slight  sacrifice  for  the  attainment  of  a  great 
object  of  national  policy.  If  it  were  a  question  of 
amount,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  make  it  20,000/. 
instead  of  30,000/.  And  he  also  gave  them  their  choice 
between  abandoning  the  idea  of  a  Two-and-a-Half  per 
Cent.  Stock  altogether  and  the  adoption  of  another 
proposition — to  devote  to  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
debt  the  annual  saving  which  they  would  make  by  a 
Two-and-a-Half  per  Cent.  Stock.  He  thought  this  plan 
would  obviate  the  objection  as  to  increasing  the  capital  of 
the  debt. — After  remarks  from  Mr.  T.  Baring,  Mr. 
Williams,  Mr.  Laing,  Mr.  J.  A.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Hume, 
Mr.  Disraeli  opposed  the  ministerial  scheme.  He  said 
that  in  all  plans  of  the  kind  calculations  should  be  based 
upon  theircomplete  realisation  ;  andthat  if  the  plan  of  the 
government  was  carried  out  to  the  e-xtent  of  the  guarantee 
of  forty  years,  there  would  be  no  greater  reduction  on  the 
interest  which  we  pay  on  a  capital  of  five  hundred 
millions,  than  600,000/.  a  year.  Comparing  this  with 
previous  operations  upon  the  national  debt,  from  the 
time  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  downwards,  he  found  that 
those  previous  operations,  acting  upon  a  smaller  amount 
of  capital,  had  been  productive  of  a  greater  saving  to  the 
country  ;  and  this  without  a  guarantee  in  some  cases,  in 
others  with  a  much  smaller  one,  and  under  circum- 
stances of  far  less  public  prosperity  than  at  present.  He 
therefore  asked  what  was  the  excuse  for  taking  so  un- 
profitable and  improvident  a  step  ?  The  great  object 
seemed  to  be  to  create  a  Two-and-a-Half  per  Cent.  Stock, 
which  could  be  created  at  any  time  by  simply  paying  for 
it.  There  was  nothing  original  in  dealing  with  the 
public  debt;  the  object  was  to  deal  with  it  at  the  best 
time  and  in  the  best  manner ;  and  he  considered  the 
present  plan  as  ingenious  but  premature.  The  ingenuity 
was  moreover  thrown  away,  for  the  public  could  not  be 
persuaded  to  take  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  was 
warranted  by  the  state  of  the  market,  and  the  public 
creditor  was  much  too  wary  an  animal  to  f;ill  into  any 
pit,  however  well  prepared.  The  real  point  was,  what 
were  the  prospects  as  to  the  st:tte  of  interest  in  this 
country  ?  For  his  part  he  saw  in  the  increasing  dis- 
coveries of  the  precious  metals  signs  of  great  and 
important  changes ;  and  he  could  not  help  remembering 
that  the  most  successful  of  our  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer,  even  before  the  important  discoveries  in 
question,  never  proposed  a  longer  guarantee  than  twenty 
years.  The  fact  was,  there  was  no  peremptory  or  urgent 
reason  for  the  change,  and  they  were  asked  to  increase 
the  national  debt  as  a  financial  caprice.  The  alterations 
which  had  been  made  in  the  scheme,  both  on  that 
evening  and  previously,  were  a  sufficient  indication  that 
it  had  not  been  deliberated  and  matured  ;  and  he  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  to  press  his  propo- 
sition and  compel  him  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  Sir 
Fitzroy  Kelly. — Mr.  Goulburn  supported  the  measure, 
and  iSir  J.  Pakington  opposed  it.  On  a  divi.sion  Sir  F. 
Kelly's  amendment  was  negatived  by  234  to  176. 

On  Monday,  April  25,  Mr.  T.  Duncombe  asked  Lord 
Palmerstou  whether  he  was  not  in  error  in  stating,  on 
a  previous  occasion,  that  500  lb.  of  Gitnporvder  had 
been  Found  at  Rotherhithe. — Lord  Pa'lmerston  said  that 
he  had  been  misinformed  on  the  subject. 

Lord   D.   Stuart  read   a  Letter  from    M.  Kossuth, 


denying  that  he  was  in  any  way  implicated  in  the  recent 
proceedings  at  Rotherhithe,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he 
iiad  no  warlike  stores  of  any  description  in  this  country. 
The  discussion  of  the  Budget  commenced  in  a 
committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  On  the  first  resohition 
granting  a  tax  upon  incomes  till  April  1860,  Sir  E.  B. 
Lytton  moved,  in  lieu  of  the  resolution,  that  the 
continuance  of  the  Income  Tax  for  seven  years,  and  its 
extension  to  classes  hitherto  exempted  from  its  operation, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  inequalities  of  the 
assessment,  are  alike  unjust  and  impolitic.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  much  in  the  Budget  worthy  of  the  high 
reputation  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  of  the  approbation  of 
the  country  ;  but  he  insisted  that  the  prolongation  of 
the  tax  for  seven  years  was  unnecessary,  and  that,  if  it 
were  otherwise,  the  tax  ought  not  to  be  continued 
without  those  reforms  which  were  called  for  by  the 
general  sense  of  the  country.  Among  other  objections 
to  the  scheme  of  the  tax,  he  alleged  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  laid  generally  upon  Ireland,  in 
exchange  for  a  debt  due  from  certain  classes ;  while  the 
landed  interest  in  England,  without  enjoying  any  special 
relief,  wei-e  to  be  burdened  with  a  new  tax  of  2,000,000/. 
a-year ;  and  that,  believing  that  the  remissions  of 
taxation  would  not  be  reproductive,  there  was  no 
guarantee  that  the  Income  Tax  would  cease  in  1860. 
A  long  and  desultory  debate  ensued,  embracing,  not 
only  the  Income  Tax  but  the  other  articles  of  the 
Budget.     It  was  adjourned  till  Thursday. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS, 

House  of  LonU. — April  5th. — Bail  in  EiTor  Bill  passed. — 
Laud  Improvement  Loan  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

tth. — Address  to  her  Majesty  on  tlie  birth  of  a  Prince. 

11th. — Canterbury  Election,  Address  for  Commission  of 
Inquiry. 

I'ith. — Compulsoi-y  Vaccination  BiU  in  Committee. 

14th. — Ditto  as  amended. 

15th. — Ditto  repeated. 

18th. — M.aynooth,  Lord  Winchelsea's  motion  negatived,  and 
Lord  Aberdeen's  anieudmeut  carried. 

21st. — Hull  Election,  Address  for  Commission  agreed  to. 

2'2nd. — Canada  Clergy  Reserves  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

25th. — Clergy  Eeserves  BUI  in  committee. — Amendment  by 
Lord  Derby  negatived. 

House  of  Commons. — April  4th. — Ministerial  Statement  on 
Nation.al  Education.— Pilotage  Bill  read  a  tliird  time. 

5th. — Mr.  W.  Patten's  resignation  as  Cliatrmau  of  Committees. 
— Con-upt  Elections,  Commission  for  Hull. — Bailways,  Mr. 
Brown's  motion  withdrawn. — Wine  Duties,  Blr.  Ohveira's 
motion  withdrawn. 

Cth. — Ecclesiastical  L.aw  Reform,  Solicitor  General's  state- 
ment.— Assaults  on  Women  Bill  considered  in  committee. 

7th. — Address  to  Her  Majesty  on  the  birth  of  a  Prince. — 
National  Education  Bill  read  a  first  time. — Mr.  Moore's  motion 
for  Remission  of  Irisli  Debts,  negatived. 

Sth. — Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  Resolutions  on  the 
National  Debt. 

nth. — Clergy  Reserves  Bill  re,ad  a  third  time  and  passed. — 
National  Debt — Resolutions  agi-ecd  to  and  Bills  ordered. 

12th. — Duty  on  Carriages,  Sir  Do  I-acy  Evans'  motion  with- 
drawn.— Public  Income,  Mr.  Williams'  motion  withdrawn. — 
Kilmaiuham  Hospital,  Mr.  Butt's  motion  cairred. — Elections, 
New  Writs  for  Huddersfield  and  Athlone. 

13th. — Judges  Excliciiuer  Bill  read  a  second  time. — County 
Rates  Bill  in  committee. 

14th. — Mr.  Miluer  Gibson's  Resolution  against  the  Advertise- 
ment Duty  can'ied. 

15th. — JewLsh  Disabilities  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

18th. — Tlie  Budget,  Mr.  Gladstone's  statement. — Soutli  Sea 
Anmiities  Commutation  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

l!ith. — Admiralty  Patronage,  Sir  B.  Hall's  motion  for  com- 
mittee agreed  to. — ^Maldou  Election,  Address  for  Commission 
a^^ed  to. 

20th. — Judges  Exclusion  Bill  committee'd. 

21st. — Customs  Reform,  Mr.  Wilson's  statement. — South 
Sea  Commutation  Bill  committee'd  pro  forma. — Postage  BUI, 
ditto. 

22nd.— Hackney  Carriages  Bill  read  a  first  time.— South  Sea 
Commutation  Bill  conmiittee'd  and  amended. 

25th. — Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — Amendment  by  Sir 
Bulwer  I^yttou  against  tlie  Income  Tax  discussed  and  debate 
adjourned. 


At  the  annual  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  held  at 
Edinburgh,  an  address  to  her  Majesty  was  unanimously 
voted,  praying  that  the  management  of  the  legislative 
business  connected  with  Scotland  should  be  entrusted 
to  a  Secretary  or  Under-Secretary  for  Scotland,  as  was 
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the  fiise  prior  to  1746,  and  as  is  still  the  case  in  the 
affairs  of  Ireland. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

An  Improvement  in  the  Means  Jor  the  Detection  of 
Crime  has  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Gardener,  governor 
of  the  Bristol  City  and  County  Gaol.  The  descriptions 
in  the  "  Hue  and  Cry,"  &c.,  of  notorious  prisoners  in 
custody,  with  the  view  of  learning  their  antecedents, 
&c.,  having  been  found  most  defective  in  practice, 
Mr.  Gardener  has  introduced  the  system  of  taking  mul- 
tiplied copies  of  daguerreotype  likenesses  of  notorious 
offenders  in  custody,  which,  with  written  descriptions  of 
the  prisoners,  are  forwarded  to  the  principal  gaols  and 
police-stations  in  the  kingdom.  As  daguerreotype  like- 
nesses of  the  most  accurate  character  can  be  now  taken 
on  paper,  the  only  expense  is  the  trifling  cost  of  the 
apparatus.  The  first  likenesses  taken  in  the  gaol  by 
this  process  were  those  of  a  notorious  burglar,  an  utierer 
of  forged  Bank  of  England  notes,  and  a  female  criminal 
suspected  of  having  been  long  "  wanted  "  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  tliey  were  despatched  to  various 
gaols,  &c.,  in  the  northern  and  midland  districts. 

The  Royal  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Law  of  Divorce  have  issued  their  first  Report.  In 
its  conclusion  they  thus  sum  up  the  alterations  in  the 
law  which  they  recommend :— "  That  the  distinction 
between  divorce  d  -mensd  et  thoro  and  divorce  a  vinculo 
matrimonii  shall  still  be  maintained.  That  the  grounds 
for  divorce  a  mensa  et  thoro  shall  be  conjugal  infidelity 
and  gross  cruelty.  That  wilful  desertion  shall  also  be  a 
ground  for  divorce  a.  mensd  et  thoro,  or  else  shall  entitle 
the  abandoned  wife  to  obtain  from  her  husband  a  proper 
maintenance  by  way  of  alimony.  That  divorces  a  mensa 
et  thoro  may  be  obtained  by  the  wife  for  the  above- 
mentioned  causes,  as  well  as  by  the  husband.  That 
divorces  a  vinculo  shall  be  allowed  for  adultery,  and  for 
adultery  only.  That  divorces  a  vinculo  shall  only  be 
granted  on  the  suit  of  the  husband,  and  not  (as  a  general 
rule)  on  the  suit  of  the  wife.  That  the  wife,  however, 
may  also  apply  for  a  divorce  d  vinculo  in  cases  of  aggra- 
vated enormity,  such  as  incest  or  bigamy.  That  recri- 
mination, connivance,  and  condonation  shall,  if  proved, 
be  deemed  and  treated  as  bars  to  the  suit.  That  recri- 
mination shall  include  any  of  the  grounds  for  which 
divorces  may  be  obtained  d  mensd  et  thoro.  That  the 
existing  mode  of  obtaining  a  divorce  a  vinculo  shall  no 
longer  be  continued.  That  a  verdict  at  law,  and  an 
ecclesiastical  sentence,  shall  not  be  considered  as  pre- 
liminary conditions  which  must  be  complied  with  before 
it  can  be  obtained.  That  a  new  tribunal  shall  be 
constituted  to  try  all  questions  of  divorce.  That  all 
matrimonial  questions  also,  which  are  now  determined  in 
the  ecclesiastical  courts,  shall  be  transferred  to  the  same 
tribunal.  That  this  tribunal  shall  consist  of  a  Vice- 
Chanoellor,  a  Common  Law  Judge,  and  a  Judge  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts.  That  the  party  who  seeks  a 
divorce,  whether  it  be  a  divorce  d  mensd  et  thoro  or 
divorce  d  vinculo  malrimonii,  shall  pledge  his  belief  to 
the  truth  of  the  case,  and  that  there  is  no  collusion 
between  himself  and  his  wife.  That  the  evidence  shall 
be  oral,  and  taken  down  in  the  presence  of  the  parties. 
That  in  general  the  process,  practice,  and  pleading  shall 
conform  to  the  process,  practice,  and  pleading  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  as  recently  improved,  with  such 
additions  as  may  be  beneficially  derived  from  the 
ecclesiastical  system.  That  the  rules  of  evidence  shall  be 
the  same  as  those  wliich  prevail  in  the  temporal  courts  in 
the  kingdom.  That  the  judges  shall  have  the  power  of 
examining  the  parties,  and  also  of  ordering  any  witnesses 
to  be  produced,  who,  in  their  opinion,  may  throw  light 
on  the  question.  That  the  court  shall  be  entrusted  with 
a  large  discretion  in  prescribing  whether  any  and  what 
provision  shall  be  made  to  the  wife,  in  adjusting  the 
rights  which  she  and  her  husband  may  respectively 
have  in  each  other's  property,  and  in  providing  for  the 
guardianship  and  maintenance  of  the  children.  That 
there  shall  he  only  one  appeal  from  a  decree  of  the 
court,  and  that  the  appeal  shall  be  carried  to  the  House 
of  Lords. 

Important  trials  have  taken  place  at  Edinburgh;  a 
number  of  officers  of  the  North  British  Railway  Com- 


pany having  been  indicted  for  culpable  homicide  in 
having  Caused  by  Misconduct  a  Fatal  liaihcay  Collision. 
On  the  evening  of  the  8th  October,  an  irregular  goods- 
train  was  despatched  from  the  Edinburgh  terminus  to 
Portobello,  three  miles  distant,  with  orders  to  deposit 
two  sets  of  empty  waggons  on  sidings  at  that  station, 
and  to  leave  the  body  of  the  train,  consisting  of  trucks 
loaded  with  pig-iron,  at  Leith  Junction,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  nearer  Edinburgh.  In  violation  of  the  rules  of 
the  Company,  this  train  was  despatched  within  fifteen 
minutes  of  the  starting  of  the  regular  evening  mail- 
train  to  Berwick  and  London,  which  leaves  Edinburgh 
at  5.65.  This" goods-train,  which  would  appear  to  have 
left  Edinburgh  about  5.45,  reached  Portobello  in  eight 
or  ten  minutes.  It  "  shunted  "  the  empty  waggons  into 
two  sidings  at  the  furthest  end  of  Portobello  station ; 
and,  leaving  the  pig-iron  trucks  on  the  down-line  at  the 
station,  directly  in  the  way  of  the  mail-train,  the  engine 
proceeded  along  the  up-line,  passed  the  station,  with  the 
object  of  taking  the  crossing  at  the  other  end  of  the 
trucks,  and  taking  them  up  the  down-line  to  Leith 
Junction, — thus  running  directly  to  meet  the  mail-train. 
While  the  goods-engine  was  taking  the  last  crossing, 
the  mail-train,  which  was  three  minutes  late,  came  in 
sight ;  and,  as  it  was  not  to  stop  at  Portobello,  it  was 
advancing  with  great  speed.  The  engine  backed  to  the 
trucks,  but  it  had  scarcely  begun  to  move  them  when  a 
collision  took  place.  The  tender  of  the  goods-engine 
was  overturned  upon  it,  and  the  mail-train  engine  was 
rampant  upon  the  heap.  The  guard  of  the  goods-train, 
who  was  fastening  the  pilot-engine  to  the  trucks,  was 
killed  on  the  spot,  and  the  driver  and  stoker  of  the 
mail-train,  as  also  some  of  the  passengers,  suffered 
severely  from  the  concussion.  The  first  persons  tried 
were  M'Donald,  the  driver  of  the  goods-engine,  and 
Wilson,  the  station-master  at  Portobello.  Hogarth,  a 
porter,  had  been  included  in  the  charge,  but  he  was 
acquitted,  and  appeared  as  a  witness.  The  prisoners 
were  accused  of  culpable  homicide,  and  culpable  neglect 
of  duty.  The  main  ground  for  the  charge  against  the 
station-master  was,  that  he  occupied  himself  in  weighing 
two  carts  when  he  knew  that  a  goods-train  had  arrived 
and  that  the  mail  was  due  in  ten  minutes:  when  he 
came  upon  the  platform,  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  the 
collision,  though  he  made  efforts  by  signals  to  stop  the 
mail.  It  was  proved  that  the  driver  was  directed  by  the 
deceased  guard  to  do  what  he  did ;  but  then,  the  driver 
was  responsible  if  he  pursued  a  dangerous  course.  Mr. 
Rowbotham,  generalmanager, explained  the  systemupon 
which  the  line  was  worked.  He  said  : — "  A  goods  or  lug- 
gage train  is  not  allowed  to  depart  fifteen  minutes  before 
a  mail-train  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  station-master,  if  it 
arrives  within  fifteen  minutes,  not  to  allow  it  to  proceed. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  engine-man  of  the  goods-train  to 
have  removed  his  goods-train  before  the  mail-train  was 
due.  Three  or  five  minutes  previously  would  have  been 
enough.  To  have  done  so  sooner,  might  have  rather 
impeded  than  promoted  the  safety  of  the  line.  The 
goods-engine  had  a  certain  work  to  do,  and  if  it  could 
do  its  work  within  the  time  that  night,  it  would  rather 
have  promoted  the  safety  of  the  line  than  obstructed  it. 
Being  at  the  station  thirteen  minutes  before  the  mail- 
train,  it  was  not  the  engine-man's  duty  to  take  his  train 
immediately  off  the  line,  for  the  work  would  then  have 
to  be  done  after  the  mail-train  had  passed.  Although 
by  the  rules  the  goods  engine-man  is  instructed  to  have 
the  line  cleared  fifteen  minutes  before  the  expected 
arrival  of  a  passenger-train,  there  are  some  of  the  rules 
we  should  not  expect  to  be  so  strictly  enforced  in  the 
case  of  a  pilot  or  jobbing  engine,  and  especially  in  cases 
of  emergency.  I  think  this  was  a  case  of  emergency." 
The  counsel  for  the  prisoners  endeavoured  to  throw  the 
blame  on  the  driver  of  the  mail-train  for  not  stopping 
on  observing  the  signals.  In  charging  the  jury,  the 
Lord  Justice  Clerk  animadverted  on  the  evidence  of  the 
manager: — "  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Rowbotham  showed 
how  dreadful  was  the  result  of  that  carelessness  which 
such  lax  notions  on  the  part  of  superior  officers  on 
railways  encourage.  It  showed  how  heavy  is  the 
responsibility  of  superior  officers  who  would  take  on 
themselves  to  support  such  views  as  to  the  duty  of  their 
inferiors.  It  is  by  the  propagation  of  such  notions, 
by    railway  superiors    sanctioning  such  lax  and   such 
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dangerous  tampering  ■with  minutes,  by  encouraging  them 
to  run  such  risks,  by  holdingout  that  such  things  could  be 
done  within  a  minute  or  two — that  the  safety  of  the 
public  is  endangered  daily  ;  and  most  heavy  is  the  moral 
and  the  legal  responsibility  of  persons  who  hold  out 
such  doctrines  as  these."  The  jury  retired,  and,  after 
half  an  hour's  absence  returned  with  the  following 
verdict; — "Wilson,  guilty  of  culpable  neglect  of  duty 
in  not  clearing  the  station ;  and  M'Donald  also  guilty, 
with  this  extenuation,  that  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  he  should  attend  to  the  orders  of  the  guard." 
Lyall,  superintendent  of  the  goods  department  at 
Edinburgh,  and  Ramsay,  foreman-porter,  were  after- 
wards tried  on  similar  charges  ;  the  allegation  being  that 
they  permitted  the  irregular  train  to  leave  the  terminus 
without  allowing  an  interval  of  fifteen  minutes  between 
it  and  the  mail-train.  The  charge  against  Lyall  was 
withdrawn,  as  he  was  authorized  to  delegate  his  duty  to 
Kamsay ;  and  the  verdict  in  Ramsay's  case  was  "Not 
proven," — a  majority  of  the  jury  not  considering  the 
fact  of  the  time  being  less  than  fifteen  minutes  to  be 
clearly  established.  The  trial  disclosed  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  individual  having  charge  to  direct  the 
succession  of  trains  leaving  Edinburgh  station :  so  that 
a  goods-train  and  a  passenger-train  might  be  started 
simultaneously,  there  being  no  communication  between 
the  two  departments.  Several  of  the  witnesses  stated 
that  the  rules  of  the  company  were  generally  under- 
stood to  be  inapplicable,  and  were  not  generally  acted 
upon  at  the  Edinburgh  station ;  and  the  great  laxity 
that  prevailed  was  warmly  commented  on  by  counsel  on 
both  sides.  The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  in  summing  up, 
said  that,  after  these  disclosures,  it  was  plain  that  on 
another  such  occasion  it  would  be  the  parties  responsible 
for  maintaining  such  a  state  of  things  that  would  be 
placed  at  the  bar — directoi-s  or  manager.  The  same 
state  of  matters  seems  to  have  been  continued  even  after 
this  accident,  and  neither  the  manager  nor  the  directors 
seem  to  have  taken  any  steps  whatever  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  such  accidents.  Such  a  state  of  things  is 
maintained  at  their  own  peril ;  and  if  another  such 
catastrophe  occurred,  they  have  received  a  pretty  plain 
intimation  as  to  how  the  public  prosecutor  would  deal 
with  those  who  persist  in  maintaining  it.  Wilson  was 
sentenced  to  eighteen  months'  imprisonment,  and 
M'Donald  to  four. 

At  the  Liverpool  Assizes  on  the  5th,  Charles  Williams, 
a  young  sailor,  was  indicted  for  the  Wilful  Murder  of 
John  Marshall,  at  Liverpool,  on  the  23d  of  March.  It 
appeared  that  the  prisoner  and  two  other  men  were 
standing  in  the  street  near  a  public-house,  when  the 
prisoner,  on  learningthat  the  deceased  was  in  the  public- 
house,  said  he  should  "  knife "  him,  and  proceeded  to 
sharpen  on  the  flags  _of  the  gutter  a  knife,  which  he 
pulled  from  a  sheath.  Shortly  afterwards  the  deceased 
and  two  other  men  came  out  of  the  house,  when  one  of 
the  men  who  was  with  the  prisoner  proceeded  across 
the  street  to  the  deceased,  and  said,  "  You  Dutch  son  of 

a ,  what  did  you  insult  me  in  that  concert-room  for 

last  night?"  To  which  the  deceased  replied,"!  did 
not  insult  you."  Upon  this  the  man  struck  deceased 
in  the  face,  got  hold  of  him  by  the  hair  of  the  head, 
and,  pulling  him  down,  tried  to  kick  him  in  the  face, 
and  they  wrestled  together  until  they  got  back  to  the 
public-house  door.  While  this  was  going  on,  the  pri- 
soner was  standing  behind  them,  and  when  they  got  to 
the  public-house  door  he  drew  his  knife  and  tried  to 
stab  the  deceased  in  the  breast.  He  then  took  hold  of 
the  deceased's  right  shoulder  with  his  right  hand,  hold- 
ing the  knife  in  his  left,  and  drove  it  into  his  thigh, 
saying,  "  Take  that  for  lick,"  and  then  put  the  knife 
into  the  sheath  again.  Blood  flowed  from  the  deceased, 
and  he  staggered  into  the  public-house.  The  prisoner 
ran  down  the  street,  but  was  afterwards  apprehended. 
The  deceased  afterwards  died  in  consequence  of  the 
wound.  The  prisoner,  in  his  defence,  said  that  the  other 
men  drew  their  knives,  and  he  was  compelled  to  draw 
his  also,  and  in  the  crush  his  knife  went  into  the 
deceased's  thigh.  Upon  being  asked  if  he  had  any 
witnesses,  he  said  they  were  all  gone  to  sea.  He  was 
found  guilty,  and  sentence  of  death  was  pronounced 
upon  him. 

At  the    same  Assizes    there  was     another    case    of 


Stabbing:  W.  Terrell  was  charged  with  having  mur- 
dered Joseph  Quin.  It  was  proved  that  the  men  had 
been  drinking  together  in  a  public-house,  which  they 
left  apparently  in  a  friendly  manner ;  but  they  quar- 
relled as  they  walked  along,  and  the  prisoner,  drawing 
a  knife,  stabbed  his  companion,  inflicting  a  mortal 
wound.  It  was  contended  for  the  defence  that  the 
grave  charge  of  murder  could  not  be  supported,  and 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  offence  only  amounted 
to  the  lesser  crime  of  manslaughter.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  guilty  of  wilful  murder,  and  the  prisoner  was 
sentenced  to  death.  When  the  verdict  was  returned,  he 
became  much  afl'ected,  and  exclaimed  in  a  low  voice, 
"  Oh  dear,  oh  dear  !  My  God,  my  God  !  "  And  during 
the  passing  of  the  sentence  he  fell  down  on  his  knees 
and  said,  "My  God  knows  my  heart  and  mind;  I  did 
not  intend  it,  God  knows ;  my  God  knows  my  heart 
and  mind." 

At  the  Gloucester  Assizes  on  the  5th  inst.,  a  case  of 
Biff  amy  occurred,  in  which  it  turned  out  that  the  pri- 
soner had  no  less  than  eight  wives  living.  William 
Wardle  was  indicted  for  intermarrying  with  Sarah 
Martin,  his  former  wife,  Ellen  Wormsley,  being  still 
alive.  At  the  time  of  his  committal  six  of  his  wives 
had  been  discovered,  viz.,  Ellen  Wormsley,  whom  he 
married  at  Manchester ;  Sarah  Martin,  married  at 
Walsall ;  Elizabeth  Perkins,  also  married  at  Walsall ; 
Matilda  Graft,  married  at  Birmingham ;  Mary  King, 
married  in  the  Isle  of  Man  ;  and  Hannah  King,  whom 
he  married  at  Dymock,  in  Gloucestershire.  Besides 
these,  two  others  had  been  discovered  since  his  com- 
mittal— one  of  whom  had  herself  taken  another  husband. 
All  the  eight  wives  (except  the  last)  were  brought  to 
Gloucester,  for  the  purpose  of  confronting  their  faithless 
Don  Juan,  and  the  trial  was  expected  with  the  deepest 
interest.  The  women  were  placed  in  a  room  by  them- 
selves, and  formed  quite  a  harem  of  every  complexion, 
from  the  fair  blonde  to  the  dusky  brunette  ;  and,  so  great 
was  the  curiosity  of  the  public  to  see  them,  that  the 
officer  might  have  added  something  considerable  to  his 
emoluments  by  exhibiting  them  at  so  much  per  head. 
However,  the  gossiping  public  were  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment ;  for,  on  the  prisoner  being  arraigned,  he 
pleaded  guilty.     The  Judge  deferred  passing  sentence. 

Mr.  Cross,  the  postmaster  of  Whitchurch,  has  been 
apprehended  on  the  charge  of  h&ymg  Absiractediloney 
from  Letters.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Cross,  who  is  also 
parish-clerk  and  sexton,  and  proprietor  of  an  extensive 
draper's  shop  in  the  town,  hired  a  conveyance  to  go  to 
Crewe,  about  sixteen  miles  from  Whitchurch,  and  set 
out;  but,  when  he  had  got  a  few  miles  on  the  road,  he 
told  the  driver  that  he  had  forgotten  something,  and  had 
changed  his  mind,  and  told  him  to  drive  him  to 
Shrewsbury,  which  is  twenty  miles  from  Whitchurch, 
which  he  accordingly  did.  Mr.  Cross  had  not  long  left 
Whitchurch  before  a  person,  who  had  posted  a  letter 
containing  some  valuable  enclosures,  called  and  asked 
to  see  the  letter  again,  in  order  to  write  something 
additional  on  it,  but  the  letter  could  not  be  found.  A 
communication  was  made  to  the  police,  and  a  constable 
was  sent  after  Mr.  Cross,  whom  he  arrested  in  Shrews- 
bury. The  sum  recovered  is  2,015^.,  a  considerable 
portion  of  which  was  found  on  the  person  of  the  accused, 
whose  intention  is  supposed  to  have  been  to  have  escaped 
on  Saturday  night  to  Liverpool  by  railway,  and  thence 
to  America.  He  has  been  remanded  by  the  magistrates 
for  examination. 

A  daring  Garotte  Bobbery  was  committed  in  Lincoln 
on  the  night  of  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  T.  Winn,  an  opulent 
citizen,  resides  in  a  large  mansion  in  Newland — the 
house  being  a  short  distance  from  the  street,  and 
approached  by  a  carriage  drive.  Mr.  Winn  had  been 
to  his  brewery  premises,  and  walked  down  Newland  to 
his  private  house.  Several  persons  were  passing  up 
and  down  Newland  at  the  time,  as  Saturday  night  is 
a  busy  market  night.  As  soon  as  he  had  got  within  his 
own  premises,  and  closed  the  gate,  he  was  seized  by 
three  men,  one  of  whom  grasped  his  throat  tightly  and 
threw  him  upon  his  back  on  the  ground.  Several 
persons  in  the  street  heard  faint  screams  of  "  Murder  !  " 
but  until  the  villains  had  effected  their  purpose  and  got 
off,  the  direction  of  the  cry  was  not  ascertained.  Mr. 
Winn,  who  is  advanced  in  years,  was  then  found  just 
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inside  the  gate  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion,  and  suffer- 
ing much  from  the  injury  and  fright.  The  robbers 
obtained  five  10/.  notes,  a  purse  containing  six  sove- 
reigns and  several  half  sovereigns,  with  a  gold  watch. 
The  robbers  are  not  known,  but  100  guineas  reward 
has  been  offered  for  their  detection. 

The  Restrictwns  on  the  Cab-drivers  of  London  appear 
to  be  operating  beneficially.  On  the  11th  instant  a 
number  of  cab-drivers  appeared  before  the  Lambeth 
police-court,  to  answer  to  summonses  taken  out  against 
them  at  the  instance  of  the  police  for  violations  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  in  leaving  their  cabs  unattended.  The 
charges  were  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  constables, 
and  the  defence  set  up  was,  that  the  regulations  en- 
deavoured to  be  enforced  by  order  of  the  police,  com- 
missioner were  so  stringent,  that  it  was  quite  impossible 
to  comply  with  them.  The  magistrate  observed,  that 
the  cabmen  had  only  themselves  to  blame  for  the  present 
strict  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. It  required  only  to  pass  a  cabstand  to  prove  the 
absolute  necessity  of  some  stringent  regulation  to  check 
and  put  an  end  to  the  irregular  and  abominable  conduct 
that  was  witnessed  there.  It  was  not  alone  that  the 
public  were  impeded  by  the  congregation  of  drivers  on 
the  foot  pavement,  particularly  if  a  public-house  or  beer- 
house was  near,  but  their  ears  were  offended  by  the 
beastly  and  disgusting  language  of  the  drivers ;  and 
therefore  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  an  end  to 
scenes  the  discontinuance  of  which  would  lead  to  a 
great  public  benefit.  From  the  scenes  which  he  had 
witnessed  at  cabstands,  he  was  induced  to  the  greatest 
possible  sympathy  for  those  who  resided  within  earshot 
of  them.  In  almost  all  the  cases  the  fines  were  merely 
nominal,  and  the  magistrate  expressed  much  pleasure 
upon  being  told  that,  since  the  enforcement  of  the  pro- 
vi>ions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  the  conduct  of  the  cab- 
men had  become  much  improved. 

A  Commission  of  Lunacy  has  investigated  the  State  of 
Mind  of  Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor,  who  is  now  an  inmate  of 
Dr.  Tuke's  asylum,  at  Chiswick.  The  evidence  of  Mr. 
Ernest  Jones,  of  Mr.  M'Gowan,  the  printer  of  Mr. 
O'Connor's  newspaper,  of  Mr.  Jacob  Bell,  late  member 
for  St.  Alban's,  and  of  the  medical  men,  clearly  showed 
the  change  in  the  patient's  mind  until  he  became  unques- 
tionably insane.  The  jury  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  O'Connor  at  the  Manor-house,  Dr.  Tuke's  asylum. 
They  assembled  on  the  grass  plat  at  the  back  of  the 
house.  Before  Mr.  O'Connor  appeared,  his  shrill  voice 
was  heard  echoing  through  the  passages  in  joyous 
accents.  On  emerging  from  the  house,  he  looked  for  a 
moment  at  the  group  of  gentlemen  forming  the  jury, 
and  then,  fixing  his  eye  on  Mr.  Ernest  Jones,  he  at 
once  advanced  to  him,  and,  grasping  his  hand  warmly, 
exclaimed,  "  Here's  Jones  !  I  love  him  !  I  idolise  him  ! 
I  deify  him  !  I  adore  him  '  "  The  next  moment, 
observing  his  former  solicitor,  Mr.  Turner,  he  grasped 
his  hand  and  called  out  loudly,  "  And  here  's  Turner ! 
I  idolise  him  !  He  is  the  best  solicitor  that  ever  lived  ! 
He  is  a  capital  fellow,  is  that  Turner  !  "  Mr.  Bell  next 
attracted  his  notice.  'The  moment  Mr.  O'Connor  caught 
sight  of  him  he  exclaimed,  "And  here's  Bell!  I  love 
him!  I  idolise  him!  I  deify  him!  What  a  handsome 
fellow  he  is  !  What  beautiful  eyes  he  has  !  beautiful 
nose  !  beautiful  mouth  !  beautiful  lips  !  beautiful  teeth  ! 
beautiful  ears  !  beautiful  arms  !  beautiful  legs  !  beautiful 
feet !  "  and  so  on,  with  a  rapidity  of  utterance  which  it 
was  almost  impossible  to  follow.  In  this  way  he  went 
ou  for  a  considerable  time,  it  being  found  impossible  to 
lead  him  into  rational  conversation.  Dr.  Tuke  stated 
that  Mr.  O'Connor  amuses  himself  with  the  other 
patients  very  satisfactorily,  and  plays  at  cricket  and 
whist  with  considerable  skill.  He  invariably  asks 
Di-.  Tuke  to  take  him  to  town  each  morning,  and  is 
always  satisfied  with  the  doctor's  promise  to  do  so  next 
day  if  he  is  better.  It  was  evident  that  there  is  no  hope  of 
his  recovery.  The  jury  pronounced  him  to  have  been 
of  unsound  mind  since  the  10th  June,  1852,  the  day 
when  he  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  serjeant- 
at-arms.  The  object  of  the  inquiry  was  to  obtain  the 
protection  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  remains  of 
Mr.  O'Connor's  property — some  1,300/. — that  he  may 
not  end  his  days  in  a  workhouse. 

Severe   measures  have   lately  been  adopted  by    the 


police  against  the  Stall-keepers  in  Toitenharn-cotirt- 
road.  These  poor  people,  who  for  many  years  have 
lined  the  side  of  the  pavement,  have  been  suddenly 
ordered  to  quit  the  place.  The  consequence  to  many 
has  been  utter  destitution,  driving  them  to  the  work- 
house. On  the  11th,  a  batch  of  those  who  persisted  in 
gaining  a  livelihood  in  the  street  were  brought  before 
the  Marlborough-street  magistrate.  The  case  of  Eliza- 
beth Lake  was  picked  out  to  decide  the  whole.  Mr. 
Parry,  the  barrister,  attended  to  defend  the  accused, 
who  has  kept  a  fish-stall  in  one  spot  for  twenty-eight 
years.  Mr.  Parry  could  not  deny  that  the  law  was 
against  the  stall-keepers,  but  he  contended  that  it  was 
harshly  enforced.  Stalls  did  not  injure  shopkeepers: 
stalls  had  been  removed  some  time  back  from  Clare- 
market;  the  trade  of  the  place  fell  off;  and  the  trades- 
men were  glad  to  join  in  a  request  that  the  stalls  might 
again  be  permitted.  In  the  present  case,  eighty  or 
ninety  of  the  shopkeepers  in  Tottenham-eourt-road 
were  against  the  stall-keepers  being  molested.  The 
magistrate  agreed  that  the  proceedings  against  the 
stall-keepers  were  too  harsh  ;  they  should  be  removed 
by  degrees.  Similar  proceedings  were  formerly  taken 
against  stall-keepers  on  the  south  side  of  Oxford-street, 
and  the  authorities,  after  proving  to  the  occupants  that 
their  acts  were  illegal,  set  about  extinguishing  the 
nuisance :  they  did  not  require  them  to  go  away  at 
once,  but  gave  them  notice  that,  as  they  died  off,  their 
places  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  tilled  up ;  by  which 
means  the  nuisance  was  made  to  die  a  natural  death. 
He  thought  some  such  course  might  be  taken  with 
advantage  in  the  present  instance.  Mr.  Parry  hoped 
the  police  would  convey  the  magistrate's  suggestion  to 
the  commissioners.  The  woman  was  then  required  to 
enter  into  her  own  recognizance  not  to  appear  with  her 
stall  in  Tottenham-RDurt-road  again  until  she  had  the 
sanction  of  the  police.  The  other  defendants  were  dis- 
charged. 

At  the  Westminster  police-court,  on  the  20th  inst., 
William  King,  a  carman,  was  charged  with  having 
Caused  tlie  Death  of  a  Woman  whose  name  is  un- 
known. A  police-constable  stated  that  he  was  on  duty 
in  Great  Peter-street,  AVestminster,  and  saw  the  de- 
fendant driving  a  hay-cart,  drawn  by  three  horses.  He 
was  going  very  steadily,  at  a  walking  pace,  when  a 
woman,  who  was  standing  on  the  footpath,  and 
appeared  to  be  rather  intoxicated,  rushed  into  the 
road,  and  catching  hold  of  the  trace  of  the  middle 
horse,  commenced  jumping  upon  it.  In  doing  so, 
her  clothes  caught  the  middle  horse,  and  set  him 
plunging,  and  this  caused  the  other  horses  also  to 
be  restive.  The  driver  pushed  back  the  shaft 
horse,  and  tried  all  in  his  power  to  stop  it.  The 
woman  then  got  behind  the  middle  horse,  when  the 
shaft  knocked  her  down,  and,  rolling  under  the  shaft 
liorse,  the  wheel  of  the  cart  immediately  passed  .over 
her  head.  She  died  instantly,  her  head  being  literally 
crushed  to  atoms.  Defendant  was  on  his  proper  side, 
and  the  woman  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  horses.  The 
magistrate  observed  that  it  was  quite  clear  no  blame 
could  be  attached  to  the  carman,  and  immediately  dis- 
charged him. 

Some  Defalcattons  at  one  of  the  Savings'  Banks  in 
the  Isle  of  Wig  lit  to  the  extent  of  about  8,000/.  have 
been  discovered.  The  culprit  is  a  person  named  Yelf, 
the  actuary,  whose  peculations  have  extended  over 
some  years,  during  which  time  he  has  lived  in  an 
expensive  style.  He  was  also  stamp  distributor  to  the 
district,  and  is  a  defaulter  in  this  instance  to  the  amount 
of  1,000/.  Yfclf  was  a  local  Wesleyan  preacher.  He  has 
been  lodged  in  gaol. 

A  young  man  was  charged  on  the  20th  inst.,  before 
the  Liverpool  magistrates,  with  Shooting  a  Girl  named 
Jane  Riley.  The  hearing  had  been  deferred,  that  the 
prosecutrix  might  recover  sufficiently  to  give  evidence. 
She  was  assisted  into  court,  and  gave  the  following 
statement: — •"  About  12  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th  of  March  I  went  into  a  shooting-gallery  in  Murray- 
street,  AVilliamson-square.  I  wanted  to  see  the  master. 
As  I  went  in  I  saw  the  prisoner  standing  on  the  steps. 
I  heard  him  say  to  a  friend,  '  I  will  have  another  shot, 
and  then  I  will  go  home.'  He  followed  me  into  the 
gallery.     I  went  into  a  small  room,  culled  the  snug,  to 
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see  if  the  landlord  was  in.  Whilst  I  was  there,  the 
prisoner  came  in  and  asked  me  to  come  to  him.  I  did 
not  speak  to  him.  He  smiled  and  took  up  a  gun,  and 
said  he  would  shoot  me.  I  thought  he  was  joking,  and 
said  '  Oh,  don't.'  I  then  turned  my  back,  and  had 
hardly  done  so  when  the  gun  went  oft',  and  I  felt  a  ball 
penetrate  my  shoulder.  I  believe  I  was  afterwards 
taken  to  the  infirmary.  The  prisoner  appeared  rather 
tipsy." — When  taken  into  custody  the  following  morn- 
ing, at  his  lodgings,  the  prisoner  denied  all  knowledge  of 
the  affair.  A  surgeon  pronounced  the  girl  to  be  now 
out  of  danger,  but  had  been  unable  to  extract  the  ball, 
which  was  lodged  in  the  dorsal  muscles,  near  the  spine. 
The  prisoner  was  committed  to  take  his  trial  at  the 
assizes  ;  the  magistrates  ordering  him  to  find  bail  him- 
self in  100/.,  and  two  resident  securities  in  50/.  each. 
The  prisoner's  f  ther  offered  bail,  but  was  rejected. 

In  the  Sheriffs'  Court,  on  tVie  22nd  inst.,  damages 
were  assessed  in  an  action  of  Crim.  Con.  at  the  instance 
of  Major  Kushbrooke  against  Captain  Broke.  The 
damages  were  laid  at  5,000Z.  The  plaintifi'  is  a  gentle- 
man of  family,  son  of  the  late  Col.  Rushbrooke,  of 
Rushbrooke-hall,  Sussex.  On  succeeding  to  bis  father's 
estates.  Major  Rushbrooke  took  up  his  residence  at 
Rushbrooke-hall,  and  among  his  guests  was  the  de- 
fendant, his  intimate  friend.  In  last  year,  soon  after  the 
captain's  visit,  Mrs.  Rushbrooke  went  to  visit  her  father 
at  the  Goodwood  races,  leaving  her  husband  in  the  ex- 
pectation that  this  visit  would  not  extend  to  more  than 
ten  days.  During  this  time  the  plaintiff  regularly 
■wrote  to  her.  She  left  her  father's  house  for  the  pur- 
pose, it  was  presumed,  of  returning  to  her  husband's 
mansion,  but  return  she  did  not.  For  some  time  it  was 
impossible  to  trace  her ;  at  length,  however,  it  was 
ascertained  that  she  had  gone  abroad,  and  that  at  Mai-- 
seilles  she  and  Capt.  Broke  were  living  together  as  man 
and  wife.  The  action  was  at  once  brought,  and  certain 
parties  went  over  to  Marseilles  and  provided  themselves 
with  evidence  of  the  condition  in  which  Captain  Broke 
and  Mrs.  Rushbrooke  were  living.  The  defendant  did 
not  deny  his  guilt,  but  admitted  having  committed  the 
wrongs  complained  of  by  allowing  judgment  to  go  by 
default.  It  was  contended,  in  mitigation  of  damages, 
that  the  plaintiff  was  a  person  of  low  and  irregular 
habits.  His  servants,  brought  forward  as  witnesses  in 
behalf,  admitted,  on  cross-examination,  that  he  occa- 
sionally drank  to  excess,  smoked  pipes  in  the  servants' 
hall,  encouraged  dog-fanciers  and  prize-fighters  in  the 
house,  and  occasionally  had  "  tiffs  "  with  his  wife.  But 
they  said  he  was  humane,  liberal,  very  kind  to  the  poor, 
and  that  his  habits  were  generally  those  of  a  gentleman. 
The  lady's  father,  Mr.  Evans,  was  examined  for  the 
defence.  He  said  that  Mrs.  Rushbrooke  was  very 
much  attached  to  her  husband  when  they  were  married. 
They  used  to  visit  at  his  house  occasionally,  and  she 
used  occasionally  to  complain  of  Major  Rushbrooke's 
conduct.  His  habits  were  such  that  he  (witness)  could 
not  approve  of.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  very 
much,  certainly  more  than  a  temperate  man  ousiht.  He 
drank  of  a  morning,  and  frequented  very  low  company. 
This  was  the  worst  he  had  to  say  of  him.  He  was 
familiar  and  cordial  in  his  manners  ;  amiable  and  kind 
to  his  tenants  and  to  poor  people,  hut  his  habits,  in 
witness's  estimation,  were  not  those  of  a  gentleman,  and 
not  becoming  the  husband  of  his  daughter.  The  jury 
assessed  the  damages  at  3,000/, 

A  daring  Robbery  was  committed  on  the  morning  of 
the  23rd  inst.,  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Cutmore,  silver- 
smith, St  Ann's-lane,  St.  Martin's-le-Grand,  when 
property  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  poxinds  was 
carried  off.  The  premises  of  Mr.  Cutmore  are  adjoining 
the  burial-ground  of  St.  Ann's  Church,  which  encom- 
passes it  on  two  sides.  In  the  back  wall  of  the  house 
opening  to  the  churchyard  is  a  small  recess,  four  feet 
square,  in  which  Goddard,  the  gravedigger,  keeps  his 
shovels,  spades,  and  mattocks  ;  the  thieves  conti-ived  to 
conceal  themselves  in  this  recess,  and,  having  closed  the 
door,  with  great  perseverance  succeeded  in  cutting  a 
hole  through  a  nine-inch  wall  that  separates  it  from  the 
parlor  behind  the  shop ;  the  aperture  was  made  about 
fifteen  inches  by  sixteen  inches,  of  sufficient  size  to 
admit  a  stout-built  man  with  facility.  After  entering 
they  packed  up  every  article  of  value,  including  about 


120  gold  and  silver  watches,  about  1,000  ounces  of  plate, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  jewellery,  with  which 
they  decamped  by  the  same  aperture  as  they  entered. 
Mr.  Cutmore,  who  does  not  sleep  on  the  premises,  on 
arriving  in  the  morning  to  superintend  the  opening  of 
his  shop,  found  the  fastenings  safe,  but  on  entering  dis- 
covered, he  had  nothing  but  bare  walls  to  look  at. 
Infoi'mation  was  given  to  the  police,  and  a  large  reward 
is  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  the  thieves. 

At  Bow-street,  on  the  23rd  inst.,  Robert  Hale  and 
William  Hale,  father  and  son,  appeared  before  the 
magistrate,  to  answer  a  summons  charging  them  with 
having,  in  a  house  in  their  occupation,  a  QuaidUy  of 
Gunpowder,  Greater  than  was  Allowed  by  the  Law. 
Several  witnesses  were  called,  who  spoke  to  the  general 
facts  connected  with  the  seizure,  but  who  failed  to  prove 
that  the  article  called  gunpowder  was  gunpowder  at  all. 
The  counsel  for  the  defendants  complained  that  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Hale,  which  were  well  known  to  the 
government  as  a  place  for  the  manufacture  of  war-rockets, 
he  having  supplied  them  with  quantities  of  these  articles, 
being  entered  in  such  a  surreptitious  way  by  the  police, 
especially  as  he  carried  on  his  business  not  only  without 
any  secrcsy,  but  in  the  most  open  manner.  He  stated 
that  the  composition  in  question  was  purchased  from 
Messrs.  Curtis  and  Hervey,  who  marked  the  barrels  in 
which  it  was  contained  "  composition,"  in  contradistinc- 
tion from  gunpowder,  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  prove 
that  its  manufacture  differed  in  some  important  respects 
from  gunpowder.  He  then  called  Mr.  Charles  William 
Curtis,  of  the  firm  of  Curtis  and  Hervey,  manufacturers 
of  gunpowder,  who  said  Mr.  Hale  was  a  customer  of 
theirs.  The  material  with  which  they  supplied  him 
was  a  composition — they  did  not  call  it  gunpowder,  nor 
did  he  think  it  was  termed  so  by  the  trade.  It  only 
went  through  the  process  of  making  gunpowder  to  some 
extent.  It  had  not  gone  through  th^ granulating  mill 
— a  process  through  which  gunpowder  always  went. 
They  were  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the  same  compo- 
sition to  firework-makers.  It  would  not  go  off  like  gun- 
powder ;  lie  did  not  think  it  would  fire  a  gun,  but  he 
had  never  tried  that.  Dr.  Ure,  the  chemist,  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  the  composition  was  not  gunpowder. 
The  magistrate  deferred  giving  his  decision. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

The  iron  steamer  Duke  of  Sutherland  was  Wrecked  sA, 
the  entrance  of  Aberdeen  harbour,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  1st  inst.  She  had  just  arrived  from  London;  with 
four-  cabin-passengers,  twenty-one  in  the  steerage,  a 
crew  of  twenty-seven,  and  a  valuable  cargo.  There 
was  a  hcavj-  sea  on  the  bar,  and  the  fresh  of  the  river 
Dee  was  running  into  the  harbour  very  strongly.  The 
granite  pier,  which  extends  about  half  a  mile  into  the 
sea,  terminating  in  a  shoeing  which  rounds  off  in  a 
ledge  of  boulder  rocks,  affords  shelter  from  tlie  north, 
but  with  the  wind  as  it  was  at  that  time  tends  to 
increase  the  motion  in  the  channel,  and  thus  to  run  the 
port  was  a  most  dangerous  undertaking.  The  h;irbour- 
master  hoisted  his  fiag  at  half-tide,  which  was  the 
signal  that  the  steamer  might  come  in,  and  as  a  sailing- 
vessel  of  a  low  draught  of  water  entered  safely  there 
was  no  fear  for  the  Duke's  crossini.'  the  bar.  But  just 
as  the  steamer  crossed,  the  "fresh"  took  her  on  the 
larboard  bow,  and  threw  her  head  northwards,  so  that 
for  a  time  she  was  steaming  right  on  to  the  end  of  the 
pier.  Captain  Howling,  tlie  master,  seeing  the  danger 
to  which  he  was  exposed,  ordered  the  engines  to  be 
backed,  and  this  was  done  ;  but  scarcely  had  the  vessel 
got  stern  way  when  a  heavy  sea  struck  her  on  the 
quarter,  and  hove  her  right  on  to  the  rocks  by  the 
brealiwater  of  the  pier.  In  ten  minutes  the  water  was 
three  feet  deep  in  the  engine  room,  and  all  hopes  of 
saving  the  ship  was  abandoned.  The  waves  now  made 
a  clean  breach  over  her,  and  she  lay  broadside  on,  with 
her  bow  to  the  south.  One  of  the  boats,  containing 
seven  persons  under  the  care  of  the  mate,  got  safe  to 
land.  The  other  boat  was  stove  by  a  heavy  sea,  und 
rendered  useless.  A  lifeboat  put  off  from  "the  shore  ; 
but  she  was  damaged  while  alongside  the  wreck,  and 
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could  save  only  a  few  of  the  passengers.  The  steamer 
rolled  dreadfully,  and  the  fore-part  broke  off;  but  the 
people  had  all  got  to  the  middle  of  the  vessel,  which 
was  firmly  fixed  on  the  rocks.  Rockets  and  life-lines 
were  kept  at  the  harbour :  to  get  at  them,  a  key  having 
been  lost,  a  door  had  to  be  broken  in  ;  then  the  "  shot  " 
was  discovered  to  be  useless,  and  a  man  had  to  go  half 
a  mile  to  obtain  powder ;  when  this  was  got,  no  one 
knew  how  to  fire  the  rocket.  Fortunately,  an  officer  of 
the  Queen's  ship  Archer  came  up  ;  he  succeeded  in 
firing  the  line  over  the  wreck;  and  a  hawser  was 
stretched  from  the  steamer  to  the  pier.  But  there  was 
no  "cradle  "  to  convey  the  people  to  land:  first  a  box 
was  used  as  a  substitute,  and  then  rope  slings.  While 
the  master  of  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  was  exerting 
himself  to  save  the  people,  he  fell  into  the  sea  and  was 
drowned.  Some  of  the  passengers  were  slowly  drawn 
along  the  rope.  Meanwhile,  six  men,  including  the 
mate  of  the  steamer,  ])ut  off  for  the  wreck  in  a  salmon 
coble ;  the}'  took  two  persons  on  board,  and  tried  to 
regain  the  shore ;  but  their  boat  was  swamped,  and 
five  of  the  eight  on  board  were  drowned.  The  wreck 
continued  to  break  up,  and  several  persons  were  washed 
overboard  and  drowned.  After  the  loss  of  the  master, 
the  steward,  Duncan  Christie,  nobly  filled  his  place, 
and  mainly  by  his  exertions  fifteen  persons  were  got  to 
land  along  the  hawser :  Cliristie  remained  by  the 
wreck  to  the  last,  and  at  half-past  seven  he  was  landed. 
Sixteen  persons  perished.  Two  of  them  were  cabin- 
passengers — ^liss  Lawrence  and  Miss  Bremner ;  the 
latter  was  proceeding  to  Aberdeen  to  be  married. 

The  Explosion  of  Fire-damp  in  the  Arley  mine  near 
Wigan,  (mentioned  in  last  month's  Narrative,  p.  67,) 
was  more  fatal  in  its  effects  than  was  at  Hrst  supposed. 
Fifty-eight  bodies  were  found  ;  and,  besides  those  killed, 
a  number  of  the  colliers  were  burnt  or  bruised,  and  in 
some  cases  their  limbs  were  fractured.  Arley  mine 
belongs  to  the  Ince  Hall  Coal  Company.  The  depth  of 
the  shaft  is  41-1  yards;  the  workings  extend  in  different 
directions  to  great  distances.  Soon  after  the  explosion, 
several  of  the  living  and  a  number  of  corpses  were 
got  out;  but  before  some  of  the  galleries  could  be 
explored  large  repairs  had  to  be  executed  to  restore 
ventilation;  and  in  the  North  working  so  much  had 
been  destroyed,  and  the  passages  were  so  obstructed 
with  fallen  material,  that  it  was  evident  days  would 
elapse  before  the  working  could  be  searched :  it  was 
supposed  several  persons  had  perished  there.  The  last 
of  the  miners  taken  out  alive  were  two  men  who  had 
been  in  the  pit  eighteen  hours ;  one  had  suffered  so 
slightly  that  he  was  able  to  walk  home.  There  was 
much  difficulty  in  identifying  the  corpses,  as  many  of 
the  miners  were  strangers  from  Wales,  and  known  but 
imperfectly  at  the  houses  where  they  lodged.  When 
the  inquest  was  held  on  the  bodies,  the  chief  witness 
was  Mr.  Darlington,  the  manager  of  the  works.  He 
described  the  pit,  and  explained  what  persons  had 
charge  of  it.  AU  the  men  worked — or  were  ordered  to 
work — witli  locked  safety-lamps.  The  explosion  pro- 
bably originated  from  some  one  having  unlocked  a 
lamp,  or  from  a  lamp  having  failed,  the  ventilation 
being  imperfect  at  the  time.  Several  men  had  been 
prosecuted  for  taking  off  the  tops  of  lamps.  The 
whole  of  the  pit  was  in  excellent  working  order.  Mr. 
Darlington  believed  that  at  the  time  of  the  explosion 
the  ventilation  had  not  been  maintained.  Thomas 
Jones,  the  underlooker,  had  told  him,  that  on  the 
Wednesday  he  had  permitted  a  furnace  to  become  slack 
in  order  that  repairs  might  be  effected  in  the  shaft.  He 
did  this  without  removing  the  miners  from  the  pit  or 
consulting  Mr.  Darlington  —  Jones  thought  it  was 
"  quite  safe."  When  the  furnace  was  low  gas  seems  to 
have  accumulated ;  then  the  fire  was  increased,  and  the 
gas  which  had  collected  was  put  in  motion.  Jones  said 
the  workings  had  been  examined  before  he  increased 
the  fire.  The  man  was  generally  very  careful—"  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  for  everything  doing  well."  A 
number  of  the  miners  were  examined.  From  the 
admissions,  an  explosion  was  a  thing  that  might  fairly 
be  expected  at  almost  any  time.  It  appeared  that  there 
are  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  colliers ;  they  are  read 
every  pay  day ;  but  there  is  so  g.'eat  a  crowd,  so  much 
noise,  so  much   inattention — the  too  latter  apparently 


wilful — that  the  reading  is  useless.  The  rules  prohibit 
the  blasting  of  coal  or  stone  \inless  under  the  direction 
of  an  officer;  they  forbid  smoking,  and  the  unlocking 
of  lamps :  yet  blasting  is  performed  by  the  miners  at 
their  own  free  will;  smoking  is  freely  indulged  in — the 
men  lighting  their  pipes  by  drawing  the  flame  of  their 
lamps  to  the  wire ;  and  sometimes  they  urdock  their 
lamps,  besides  other  irregularities.  The  jury  have 
leturntd  a  verdict  that  the  deaths  were  "  caused  by  an 
explosion  of  fire-damp;  and  that  the  explosion  occurred 
from  gas  which  accumulated  in  No.  6  (Griffiths's)  drift, 
and  other  drifts  on  the  South  side  of  No.  2  North  jigger. 
There  is  no  direct  evidence  to  show  how  such  gas  ignited 
or  the  accumulation  took  place;  bxit  the  jury  are  of 
opinion  that  it  arose  from  the  door  on  the  South  side  of 
No.  2  North  jigger  being  improperly  left  open  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  period.  The  jury  cannot  separate 
without  strongly  expressing  their  opinion  that  the  rules 
for  the  regulation  of  the  said  colliery  are  very  imper- 
fectly carried  into  execution." 

Professor  LieLig,  the  celebrated  chemist,  has  Narrowly 
Escaped  a  Fatal  Accident  at  Munich.  He  was  giving  a 
lecture  on  chemisUw  at  the  Palace,  before  the  Royal 
Family,  when  a  bottle  of  oxygen  gas  being  improperly 
handed  to  him  by  his  assistant,  who  mistook  it  for 
another  bottle,  an  explosion  took  place,  and  the  bottle 
flew  into  a  thousand  pieces.  Fortunately,  the  explo- 
sion occurred  in  an  inner  room,  the  door  of  which  Avas 
open.  Still  some  fragments  of  the  glass  passed  through 
the  door,  and  sliglitly  wounded  some  members  of  the 
Royal  party  who  were  sitting  in  the  front  rank.  Queen 
Theresa  was  cut  in  the  cheek,  and  the  blood  flowed  in 
abundance ;  Prince  Leopold  was  slightly  wounded  in 
the  forehead.  Countess  Luxburg  in  the  chin,  and 
Countess  Sandizell  in  the  head.  The  professor  was  also 
slightly  injured,  liaving  escaped  with  his  life  by  a  sort 
of  miracle. 

Hunstanton  Hall,  the  seat  of  Henry  le  Strange 
Styleman  le  Stj-ange,  Esq.,  in  Norfolk,  has  been 
Destroyed  by  Fire.  The  fire  originated  in  the 
sleeping  apartment  of  the  only  female  servant  left 
in  the  Hall,  the  family  being  abroad.  The  flames 
were  first  seen  to  issue  from  the  building  about  fuur  in 
tVie  morning.  A  considerable  pai-t  of  the  furniture  was 
saved.  Hunstanton  Hall  has  long  been  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  ancient  and  interesting  family  m.ansions  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk. 

The  Rev.  M.  Conway,  Roman  Catholic  curate  of 
Cahirconlish,  has  met  with  a  Terrible  Death  near  that 
village.  He  fell,  it  is  supposed,  upon  the  spikes  of  a 
gate,  and  was  impaled  by  the  neck,  until  the  police 
))atrul  came  up  and  extricated  him,  but  he  died  before 
their  arrival  at  the  fatal  spot.  He  had  been  suddenly 
called  out  on  a  very  urgent  sick  message,  and  in  his 
anxiety  to  respond  to  the  summons  neglected  ordinary 
precaution,  striving  in  a  dark  stormy  night  to  make  his 
way  to  the  bedside  of  a  dying  parishioner  by  the 
shortest  route,  and  against  all  obstacles.  With  this 
view,  struggling  to  siu-mount  an  iron  gate,  he  sunk  ex- 
hausted upon  the  spikes  and  there  expired. 

Mrs.  Robei'tson,  of  Ladykirk,  in  Berwickshire,  has 
had  a  Narrow  Escape  from  Death  by  a  singular  accident. 
While  riding  with  Lord  Elcho's  hounds,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  bridge  at  the  head  of  a  reservoir  near  Chatton, 
in  Northumberland,  she  attempted  to  cross  it  where 
some  one  had  gone  before,  at  what  seemed  a  shallow 
place  ;  but  her  horse  refusing,  plunged  into  the'middle 
of  this  large  body  of  water — supposed  fifteen  feet  deep — 
and  threw  her.  Fortunately,  Mr.  Robertson,  who  is  an 
excellent  swimmer,  was  near,  and  got  instantly  off  his 
horse  and  into  the  water,  swam  some  distance,  caught 
hold  of  his  wife  after  she  had  been  twice  under  water 
and  was  quite  insensible, — a  hold  he  happily  never  let 
go  until  she  was  safely  landed.  Sir  John  Majoribanks, 
without  a  moment'  s  hesitation,  also  sprang  in  to  the 
rescue  of  his  relatives.  Mr.  Robertson  and  he  swam 
with  Mrs.  Robertson  to  the  sluices  of  the  reservoir, 
where  many  anxious  friends  were  ready  to  receive  them. 
All  at  once,  however,  tliey  were  stopped  by  the  suction 
or  under-current  of  the  water.  At  this  crisis,  luckily. 
Lords  Elcho  and  Aberdour,  and  Sir  George  Grey,  got 
on  to  a  plank  attached  to  the  sluice,  and  were  enabled 
I  to  hold  out  a  hunting-whip  to  Mr.  Robertson,  who  go^ 
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holil  of  it,  and  all  were  got  out  safe,  though  with 
some  difficulty. 

i  A  Fatal  Railway  Accident  occurred  on  the  Midland 
line,  near  Kegworth,  on  the  15th  inst.  A  jjovtcr  be- 
longing to  the  company,  named  Lester,  while  the  train 
was  in  motion,  was  attempting  to  throw  some  bags  into 
the  carriages,  in  doing  which  he  approached  too  near 
the  train,  and  his  foot  slipping,  he  got  entangled  among 
the  wheels  of  the  carriages,  which  passing  over  him, 
mutilated  him  in  the  most  frightful  manner,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died.  This  is  the  third  fatal  accident 
which  has  occurred  on  the  Midland  line  within  these 
few  weeks,  M'hich  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  result 
of  carelessness.  The  jury,  at  the  official  investigation 
into  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  death  of 
Potts,  who  was  killed  on  the  line  near  Nottingham, 
came  to  the  unanimous  opinion,  "that  if  there  were  a 
regulation  made  by  the  directors  of  the  Midland  Com- 
pany which  forbade  the  line  of  conduct  which  had  been 
the  direct  cause  of  the  deceased's  death  (viz.,  incau- 
tiously riding  upon  the  buffers  of  the  carriages),  that 
regulation  ought  to  be  strictly  attended  to,  and  enforced 
by  a  heavy  fine  if  not  duly  regarded  ;  and  if  no  such 
regulation  had  been  made,  they  trusted  that  the  direc- 
tors would  consider  it  an  important  part  of  their  duty 
to  take  the  subject  into  their  serious  consideration. 

Another  Railway  Accident  occurred  on  the  19th 
inst.,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway, 
near  the  junction  with  the  Lincolnshire  loop  line  at 
Peterborough.  It  appears  that  the  No.  1  goods  train 
from  the  metropolis  to  the  north,  consisting  of  several 
trucks  and  cattle  vans,  had  arrived  at  the  junction  about 
the  usual  time,  when  the  man  at  the  points  put  the 
train  on  to  the  loop  instead  of  the  main  line,  and  then, 
appai-ently  discovering  his  mistake,  ho  suddenly  re- 
versed the  points,  thereby  dislo«ating  the  train,  and 
producing  a  shock  which  threw  several  of  the  carriages 
off  the  line,  smashed  some  of  them,  and  killed  three 
bullocks.  Part  of  the  train  being  on  one  line,  and  part 
on  the  other,  both  were  blocked  up,  and  the  next  down 
passenger  train  was  delayed  an  hour  before  a  clearance 
could  be  made  for  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2'2d  inst.,  at  an  early  hour,  a 
Fire  broke  out  at  a  public-house  known  bj'  the  name  of 
the  Black  Horse  and  Windmill,  Whitcchapel  Road. 
The  landlord,  Garrett  Fretner,  had  held  possession  but 
a  few  months.  During  the  progress  of  the  fire  his  wife 
leaped  from  an  upper  story  and  fell  through  a  skylight, 
injuring  herself  in  a  dreadful  manner.  She  was  con- 
veyed to  the  London  Hospital  in  a  hopeless  state.  When 
the  fire  was  subdued,  the  firemen  discovered  the  lifeless 
body  of  the  landlord  crouched  in  a  corner  of  the  parlour, 
apparently  having  died  from  sufl'ocation.  No  clue  has 
yet  been  obtained  as  to  the  origin  of  this  afflicting 
occurrence. 


SOCIAL,   SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  Cattle  Show  of  the  Royal  Dublin  Society  was 
held  on  the  29th  ult.  The  number  of  animals  exliibited 
exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year — the  young  stock 
especially.  In  the  evening,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  was 
])resent  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society.  A  vote  of  thanks 
being  passed,  he  delivered  a  speech  dwelling  chiefly  on 
the  merits  of  the  show;  but  adding  that  Ireland  apjjears 
no  longer  paralyzed  by  the  depression  caused  by  the 
adverse  circumstances  of  former  times,  and  there  is  no 
longer  occasion  to  stimulate  the  energies  of  the  gentry, 
the  farmers,  and  the  landed  proprietors.  He  hoped 
Irisli  agriculturists  would  soon  send  specimens  to  Eng- 
lish exhibitions,  and  bring  back  some  of  the  prizes 
carried  off  that  day  by  English  exhibitors. 

The  third  general  monthly  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Working  j)lan's  Emigration  Society  was  held  on 
the  30th  of  March;  Cornelius  Varley,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  R.  C.  Soper,  tlie  manager,  reported  of  the 
meeting  of  last  month.  Mr.  Soper  stated  that  there 
were  nine  passages  allotted  at  the  last  meeting,  beside 
those  paying  to  the  amount  of  151. ;  that  three  members 
were  now  on  their  way  to  Australia,  seven  more  were 
to  sail  on  the  6th  of  April,  and  two  on  the  10  ih,  making 


in  all  twelve  members  of  the  society  provided  with  pas- 
sages since  the  meeting  in  February.  Mr.  Soper  also 
stated  that  two  of  the  members  to  whom  passages  were 
allotted  had  appealed  to  the  board  fir  more  time  to 
complete  their  securities,  and  that  a  month  had  been 
granted  them  for  that  purjiose.  A  lengthened  discussion 
here  ensued  respecting  the  want  of  security  for  the 
repayment  of  the  passage  money,  which  appeared  to  be 
severely  felt  by  many  of  the  members.  It  finally  resulted 
in  a  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  John  Jenkins  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Stabbach,  "That  ever5-  member  who 
cannot  obtain  security  shall  be  requested  to  pay  3d.  per 
week  towards  a  security  fund."  This  was  carried 
unanimously ;  as  also  a  proposition  by  Mr.  Henry  Long, 
"That  a  box  be  placed  in  the  office  for  the  reception  of 
contributions  for  the  security  fund,  and  that  the  direc- 
tors be  requested  to  take  means  to  bring  the  fund  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  friends  of  emigration,  and  to 
request  their  contributions  thereto."  Passages  were 
allotted  to  nine  members. 

The  annual  dinner  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  General 
Pension  Society  took  place  on  the  6th  at  the  London 
Tavern,  and  was  attended  by  abovit  80  gentlemen,  who, 
in  the  absence  of  Lord  Stanley,  were  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Henry  Pownall.  From  the  report  of  the  past  year 
it  appears  that  the  society,  which  was  established  so  long 
ago  as  1818,  has  been  the  means  of  dispensing  57,713/., 
in  monthly  pensions,  to  886  poor  persons.  It  is  the 
parent  of  all  the  class  pension  societies  with  which  the 
metropolis  now  abounds,  and  though  of  late  years  its 
means  of  usefulness  have  been  more  limited,  it  still 
remains  the  object  of  munificent  bequests.  During  the 
past  year  four  new  pensioners  (two  men  and  two  women) 
have  been  placed  upon  the  fund,  and  a  handsome  legacy 
has  been  received  under  the  will  of  the  late  Miss  Sibbon. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  subscriptions  were  an- 
nounced to  the  amount  of  600/. 

The  llotli  anniversary  festival  of  the  LondonHospital 
took  place  on  the  7th,  at  the  London  Tavern.  The 
Lord  President  of  the  Council,  the  Earl  Granville,  pre- 
sided, supported  by  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Mr.  Brams- 
ton,  M.P.,  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Alderman  Salomons,  Mr. 
Hanbury,  and  several  gentlemen  of  distinction  in  the 
mercantile  world.  According  to  the  report,  the  annual 
expenditure  of  the  charity  averages  nearly  15,000/,  and 
the  fixed  annual  income,  including  subscriptions  from 
public  bodies,  but  exclusive  of  subscriptions  from  indi- 
viduals, donations,  &c.,  averages  11,000/.,  so  that  there 
is  a  deficiency  to  be  supplied  annually,  by  general 
exertion,  of  4,000/. 

On  the  same  day  the  annual  meeting  of  the  supporters 
of  the  Asylum  for  Female  Orphans  was  held  at  the 
board-room  of  the  charity,  Westminster-bridge-road, 
Mr.  Robert  Pugh  in  the  chair.  A  donation  of  250/.  was 
announced  from  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  thus  becomes 
a  life  governor  of  the  charity.  The  total  income  of  the 
year  had  been  5,375/.  16s.  'Id.,  which,  with  the  balance 
held  over  last  year,  had  enabled  the  trustees  to  expend 
6,039/.,  1,800/.  of  which  had  been  invested  in  consols. 
At  the  present  time  155  children  are  maintained  in  the 
establishment. 

The  foundation-stone  of  the  first  model  lodging-houses 
of  the  Society  for  Improving  the  Dwellings  of  the 
Working  Classes,  over  which  Viscount  Ingestre  pre- 
sides, was  laid  on  the  12th  inst.  by  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge.  The  site  of  the  building,  in  New  Street, 
Golden  Square,  was  formerly  covered  with  wretched 
hovels,  the  abode  of  cows  and  pigs,  and  of  human  beings 
not  much  [above  them.  The  new  Bishop  of  Lincoln 
began  the  ceremony  with  a  prayer ;  and  Lord  Ingestre 
read  an  address  to  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  explaining 
the  design  of  the  new  buildings,  and  stating  that  they 
would  contain  cheap  and  comfortable  accommodation 
for  sixty-eight  families.  The  stone  was  then  laid  with 
all  the  customary  formalities  ;  and  the  proceedings  closed 
with  prayer.  Among  the  company  were  the  Duchess 
of  Sutherland,  Lady  Blantyre,  and  Earl  Talbot.  In 
the  evening  a  dinner,  in  aid  of  the  Society's  funds, 
was  given  at  the  London  Tavern ;  The  Duke  of  Argyll 
in  the  chair.  Sir  John  Pakington,  Lord  Talbot,  Lord 
Grosvenor,  Lord  Dynevor,  Lord  Ingestre,  and  Mr. 
Dennison,  M.P.,  spoke  after  dinner.  The  objects  of  this 
society,  as  explained  by  the  chairman  are: — "  To  pur- 


chase  and  improYe  existing  dwellings,  or  to  build  new 
ones  in  densely.populated  districts;  to  diminish,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  evils  which  arise  from  the  present  system 
of  sub-letting,  by  which  both  the  real  owner  and  the 
occupier  suffer  ;  to  show,  by  periodical  statements  of 
expenditure  and  receipts,  that  the  erection  of  new  or  the 
improvement  of  existing  dwelling-houses  for  the  working 
classes  constitutes  as  safe  an  investment  as  is  offered  by 
those  companies  whose  avowed  object  is  return  for 
capital ;  to  show  that,  by  the  adoption  of  the  system 
acted  on  by  this  society,  as  regards  the  collection  of 
rents  and  general  management,  landlords  may  greatly 
improve  their  property  ;  to  ameliorate  generally  the 
domestic  condition  of  the  working  classes.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  subscriptions  amounting  to  900/.  were 
collected. 

The  Number  of  Persons  Employed  on  the  Baihcays 
of  Great  Britain,  is  stated,  in  a  Return  to  the  House  of 
Commons  just  printed,  to  have  been,  on  the  IjOth  of  June 
last,  106,501.  Of  these,  265  were  secretaries  and  mana- 
gers, 42  treasurers,  309  engineers,  53-t  superintendants, 
190  storekeepers,  204  accountants  and  cashiers,  986  in- 
spectors and  timekeepers,  1704  station-masters,  206 
draughtsmen,  5,564  clerks,  1,441  foremen,  2,397  engine- 
drivers,  2,460  assistant  engine-drivers  and  firemen, 
2,257  guards  and  brakesmen,  1,605  switchmen,  2,088 
gatekeepers,  1,788  policemen,  10,499  porters  and  messen- 
gers, 4,909  plate-layers,  20,591  artificers,  40,747  labourers, 
and  2,753  in  miscellaneous  employment. 

Two  parliamentary  papers  just  printed  contain  the 
reports  of  the  Queen's  Colleges  at  Gahcay  and  Belfast 
for  the  academic  year  1851-52.  In  the  case  of  the  Belfast 
college  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
has  taken  place  within  the  last  year,  and  in  both  colleges 
the  reports  of  the  professors  engaged  in  the  instruction 
of  tVie  students  convey  a  very  favourable  idea  of  their 
application  and  improvement.  In  the  Belfast  college 
the  number  of  matriculated  students  had  increased  to 
120,  against  110  and  90  in  the  two  preceding  years, 
■while  the  non-matriculated  students  are  not  so  numerous 
as  at  the  opening  of  the  college.  In  the  Galway  college 
the  numbers  are  as  follow:  — 1849-50,  matriculated 
students,  64;  non-matriculated, 4.  1850-51,  matriculated, 
23;  non-matriculated,  2.  1851-52,  matriculated,  32; 
non-matriculated,  5.  The  total  of  students  received 
since  the  opening  of  the  college  is  130,  and  of  these  67 
■were  Roman  Catholics,  48  Protestants,  and  15  Presby- 
terians. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county 
of  Surrey  •was  held  on  the  19th  inst.,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  Plan  for  Beforming  Juvenile  Offenders, 
in  connexion  with  the  Surrey  Society  for  the  employ- 
ment and  reformation  of  discharged  prisoners,  which 
having  been  established  in  1824,  became  dormant,  and 
■was  revived  in  1839,  since  ■which  time  it  has  been  in  a 
languishing  condition,  and  has  worked  with  very  indif- 
ferent success.  Mr.  Puckle,  chairman  of  the  bench  of 
magistrates,  explained  that  their  object  ■was  not  so  much 
to  reform  prisoners  as  to  provide  for  the  reformation  of 
discharged  prisoners  who  appeared  to  be  penitent.  One 
of  the  proposed  means  of  the  society  was  emigration 
under  proper  guarantees  ;  another,  the  reconciliation  in 
certain  cases  of  the  lapsed  with  their  families,  and  their 
restoration  by  this  means  to  society.  They  also  proposed 
to  supply  handicraftsmen  with  tools,  in  order  to  break 
the  pressure  of  temptation  in  their  case.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  the  ■women  who  seemed  anxious  to  enter 
upon  a  new  course  of  life  should  be  placed  at  the 
Elizabeth  Fry  school,  or  Mrs.  Neeld's  school,  and  the 
males  at  the  Red  Hill  school,  or  the  Colonial  Institution 
at  Westminster.  Resolutions  in  favour  of  the  object  of 
the  meeting  were  passed,  a  committee  was  foi-med,  and 
numerous  liberal  subscriptions  were  announced. 

The  Present  Condition  of  British  India  and  the  Means 
of  Improving  it,  formed  the  subject  of  a  large  public 
meeting  at  Manchester,  on  the  21st  inst.  The  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted:  —  "That  the 
constitution  of  the  Indian  Government  is  not  adapted  to 
secure  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  India,  and  has  not 
promoted  their  best  interests,  nor  provided  for  that  wise 
administration  of  affairs  which  it  is  the  first  duty  of 
Government  to  afford  to  the  people  over  which  it 
rules.      That    abundant    evidence    has    been    adduced 


to  prove  that,  under  the  British  Government,  the 
progress  of  the  people  in  industry  and  wealth  has 
been  retarded;  the  administration  of  justice  has  been 
defective ;  the  ,  nature  and  mode  of  taxation  has 
been  oppressive  ;  public  works  have  been  inadequate  for 
the  purposes  of  communication,  navigation,  and  irriga- 
tion ;  and  that,  altogether,  the  people  have  been  left  in 
a  state  of  misery  disgraceful  to  their  rulers.  That 
this  meeting  believes  that  no  security  can  be  given  for 
the  reform  of  abuses  in  India  but  by  a  thorough  reform 
of  its  Home  Government,  and  entertains  the  opinion 
that  the  Court  of  Directors  and  proprietors  of  East 
India  stock  should  be  entirely  disconnected  from  the 
government  of  India,  which  for  the  future  should  in  this 
country  consist  of  a  minister  and  a  council  appointed  by 
the  Crown,  and  directly  responsible  to  Parliament." 
Petitions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  are  to  be 
presented  by  Lord  Glenelg  and  Mr.  Bright. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  was  safely  delivered  of  a  Prince  on 
Thursday,  the  7th  inst.  Summonses  were  immediately 
issued  for  a  Pri'vy  Council,  when  a  form  of  prayer  and 
thanksgiving  was  determined  on.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  park  and  tower  guns  were  fired  in  celebration  of 
the  event.  Her  Majesty  and  the  infant  prince  have 
progressed  most  favourably. 

The  Queen  has  presented  the  executors  of  the  late 
Mr.  Neeld,  who  left  his  large  property  to  the  Crown, 
with  lOOO;.  each :  Mr.  Neeld  had  left  them  only  100/. 
The  Queen  has  also  granted  an  annuity  of  100/.  to 
Mrs.  Neale,  who  saved  Mr.  Neeld's  life  on  his  making 
a  rash  attempt  on  it  during  a  stay  at  North  Marston, 
where  he  now  lies  burio-d.  Mrs.  Neale  is  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Pinnock,  who  was  incumbent  of 
the  village. 

The  Rev.  A.  G.  Jacob,  D.D.,  has  been  elected 
Master  of  Christ's  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Dr. 
Rice.     The  salary  is  800/.  a  year,  with  a  residence. 

The  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh 
have  presented  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle  "  in  testimony  of  their  regard  for  him  as  an 
enlightened  statesman,  their  admiration  of  his  active 
and  generous  philanthropy,  and  their  gratitude  for  his 
services  in  promoting  the  social  aud  intellectual  elevation 
of  the  people." 

On  the  decease  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington,  there 
remained  in  the  possession  of  his  family  three  Ribands 
of  the  Order  of  the  Garter.  The  latest  worn  by  the 
lamented  hero  has  recently  been  presented  to,  and 
graciously  accepted  by,  her  Majesty.  A  second,  of  very 
old  and  historical  interest,  is  retained  in  the  family ; 
and  the  third  has  been  sent  by  the  present  Duke  of 
Wellington  to  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  upon  whom 
the  garter  of  the  great  Duke  was  conferred  by  the 
Queen. 

Prince  Albert  has  headed  a  subscription  list  with  a 
donation  of  25/.,  towards  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Jenner,  the  discoverer  of  vaccina- 
tion. The  statue  is  to  be  a  colossal  bronze  figure,  to  be 
erected  in  the  metropolis.  The  model  has  been 
designed  by  Mr.  Calder  Marshall. 

Viscount  Enfield  has  been  summoned  to  the  House  of 
Peers  by  the  title  of  Baron  Straflbrd,  of  Harmonds worth, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

The  French  Emperor  has  made  Rossini,  the  celebra- 
ted composer,  a  commander,  and  Ponsard  the  dramatist, 
an  ofiicer,  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  and  Mr.  Justice 
Halliburton,  the  author  of  "  Sam  Slick,"  arrived  at 
Liverpool  on  the  Uth  inst.  A  soiree  in  honour  of 
Mrs.  Stowe  was  held  at  Glasgow  on  the  15th,  in  the 
City  Hall,  which  was  filled  by  2000  persons,  chiefly 
ladies  ;  Mr.  M'Dowall  presiding.  Mr.  Stowe,  Professor 
of  Theological  Literature  at  the  Andover  Seminary  in 
Massachusetts,  was  also  present.  Dr.  Wardlaw  moved 
a  long  resolution,  partly  an  eulogistic  criticism  of 
'■  Uncle  Tom's  Caliin,"  and  partly  the  expression  of 
welcome  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stowe.  This  was  seconded  by 
Dr.  Robson.  Mr.  Stowe  subsequently  spoke.  Two 
denominations,  he  said,  the   Scotch  Seceders   and   the 
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descendants  of  the  old  Scotch  Covenanters,  have  never 
been  silent  regarding  slavery ;  and  there  is  not  a  Quaker 
who  owns  a  slave.  He  looked,  upon  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  as  the  dying  struggle  of  the  sy>teai ;  and  he 
predicted  that  the  planters  must  either  extinguish 
slavery,  or  a  bloody  revolution  would.  Besides  tiie 
expression  of  welcome  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stowe,  the 
meeting  adopted  a  resolution  against  slavery.  At 
Edinburgh,  on  the  20th,  Mrs.  Stowe  was  entertained  at 
a  grand  banquet  in  the  Music  Hall ;  the  Lord  Provost 
presiding.  A  sum  of  1000^.  collected  under  the  title  of 
the  "Uncle  Tom  Penny  Offering"  was  handed  to 
Mrs.  Stowe  as  the  contribution  of  Scotland  in  behalf  of 
the  slave,  to  be  used  at  her  discretion  ;  and  a  silver 
salver,  the  gift  of  a  few  ladies,  was  presented  to  her 
personally. 

In  testimony  of  their  approval  of  the  public  conduct 
of  their  member,  Mr.  William  Scholefield,  the  non- 
electors  of  Birmingham  presented  him  with  a  massive 
silver  cup,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  15th  ;  the  Mayor  in 


the  chair.  At  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  spirit, 
the  fiint-glass  makers  presented  Mr.  Scholefield  with 
four  glass  goblets  and  a  jug. 


Admiral  Sir  Thomas  LivrNcsTONE  died  on  the  3rd  inst.,  at 
his  seat  Westquarter  near  Falkirk,  in  his  84th  year. 

Lord  SicELMERSDAEEdiedou  the  3i-d  inst.,  at  Latham  House, 
in  his  83rd  j'ear. 

Professor  Scholefield,  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  died 
at  liastings  on  the  4th  inst.,  in  liis  ti4th  yuar. 

Major-General  Gabriel,  C.B.,  of  the  7th  Dragoon  Guards, 
died  on  the  lath  inst. 

Dr  Harless,  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  the 
University  of  Bonn,  one  of  the  greatest  medical  notabilities  of 
Gennauy,  has  just  died,  at  the  age  of  eiglity. 

Mr.  James  Roche,  well  known  a.s  a  most  learned  and  eopivius 
contributor  to  the  "Gentleman's  Magazine,"  under  the  sig- 
nature of  "  J.  R.,"  died  lately  at  Cork,  in  his  8Srd  year. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Fellowes,  C.B.,  died  on  tiie 
12th  inst.,  in  his  75th  year. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  accounts  from  our  Colonies  and  Settlements 
are  comparatively  unimportant. 

In  India  a  painful  disaster  has  befallen  a  body  of 
British  troops  sent  against  a  robber  chief  who  held  an 
island  near  Donabew.  It  consisted  of  350  sepoys  and 
140  seamen  and  marines.  It  arrived  at  Donabew  on  the 
1st  February  ;  and  on  the  3rd,  after  a  hard  march,  the 
guides  told  Captain  Loch  they  were  in  front  of  an  out- 
post of  the  enemy.  The  jungle  was  very  dense,  and 
only  two  men  could  walk  abreast.  Suddenly  atremendoiis 
fire  was  opened  on  the  forces  from  an  unseen  foe  ;  Captain 
Loch  waved  his  sword,  and  was  about  to  lead  his  men  for- 
ward, when  he  fell,  shot  dead.  The  force  was  driven  back, 
with  the  loss  of  its  commander,  and  Lieutenant  Kennedy 
and  57  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded.  The  sepoys 
behaved  remarkably  well,  and  covered  the  retreat. 
When  the  mail  left  Rangoon,  Captain  Tarleton  was 
about  to  proceed  with  a  strong  force  to  avenge  the  fate 
of  his  shipmates.  Captain  Loch  was  a  very  brave,  able, 
and  promising  officer. 

There  is  no  further  intelligence  from  Burmah. 


The  West  Indian  news  contains  the  gratifying  fact 
that  the  yellow  fever,  which  lately  raged,  has  nearly 
disappeared  from  all  the  islands.  Immigrants  from  the 
East  continued  to  arrive  in  BritisVi  Guiana.  The  Com- 
bined Court  had  provided  for  the  continuance  of  immi- 
gration, and  had  requested  the  governor  to  make 
arrangements  with  the  Home  Secretary  of  State  to 
secure  the  importation  of  at  least  4000  such  immigrants 
annually. 


PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONISATION. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  the  20t;h  inst.,  on  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  take  measures 
I  for  raising  contributions  towards  the  Endowment  of 
Additional  Colonial  Bishoprics.  The  Archbishop 
referred  to  a  statement  which  was  made  at  a  meeting 
held  twelve  years  a?o  under  the  auspices  of  his  prede- 
cessor,— that  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  colonies  would 
require  an  addition  of  ten  or  twelve  bishoprics  to  be 
founded  and  endowed  by  the  bounty  of  the  mother- 
counti'y, — as  a  statement  which  would  have  appeared 
too  sanguine  at  that  time  to  be  fulKlled,  not  to  ihe 
extent  of  ten  or  twelve  bishoprics  only,  but  to  the 
extent  of  fifteen.  The  object  of  those  at  whose  instance 
the  meeting  was  called,  was  to  give  an  account  of  their 
stewardship,  and  to  show  their  gratitude  for  past 
liberality,  as  gratitude,  it  was  said,  was  often  shown  by 
asking  an  extension  of  that  liberality  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  episcopate  in  the  colnnies.  The  report 
of  the  council  for  colonial  bishops  was  then  reail,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  there  were  now  twenty-five 
bishoprics  in  the  British  colonial  empire ;  that  the 
number  of  clergy  ministering  within  the  limits  of  the 


!  fifteen  bishoprics  founded  within  the  last  twelve  years 
j  had  risen  from  274  to  502 ;   that  negotiations  with  her 
1  Majesty's    Government   were    pending    relative    to   a 
bishopric  at  the  Mauritius,   and  that    it  was   thought 
desirable  to  establish  bishoprics  at  Graham's  Town,  and 
Natal,  in  Africa,  at  Perth,  in  Western  Australia,   and 
at   Kingston,    Canada   West.       Taking   the    necessary 
expenses  into   account,    the    council    appealed    to  the 
church  for  a  contribution  of  45,000^.     The  Bishop  of 
London  moved — "  That   the  remarkable  success  with 
which  it   has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bless  the  efforts 
recently  made  for  the  extension  of   the    episcopate  in 
the  colonies,  and  the  happy  results  which  have  ensued 
therefrom,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  call   and  encou- 
ragement to  proceed  in  the  same  course,   till  every  pro- 
vince of  the  colonial  empire  of  Great  Britain  shall  have 
its  own  resident  bishop."    The  question,  he  said,  was  not 
a  question   of    episcopacy    or    of    no    episcopacy,    but 
whether  care  should  be  taken  that  the  episcopal  church 
should  not  be  without  its  bishops.     If  one   lady  had 
contributed    35,000/.     for    the    establishment    of   one 
bishopric,  a  sum  found  sufficient  for  two,  he  anticipated 
that  others  would  not  be  found  wanting  in  Christian 
munificence,   and   he   would   not  limit  himself  to  the 
narrow  margin  of  45,000^.,  as  contingencies  should  arise. 
The  resolution,  having  been  seconded  by  the  Earl  of 
Chichester,  was  agreed  to  ;  and  resolutions  moved  bj- 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  and 
seconded   or  supported  by  the  Bishop  of  Cape  Town, 
Sir   J.    Fakington,    M.P.,    and   Mr.    Cardwell,    M.P., 
were  also  adopted. — The  Duke  of  Newcastle  and  Sir  J. 
Pakington  adverted  to  the  necessity  for  an  extension  of 
the  episcopate  with  reference  to  what  had  come  under 
their   observation   in   office. — The    Bishop    of   Oxford 
described   it    as   altogether   a   modern    idea    that    the 
attempt   should  be   made   to  set    up   a    church    with 
presliyters  and  deacons,  and  when  there  was  a  sufficient 
number  of  these  to  send  a  bishop. — The  Bishop  of  Cape 
Town,  in  an  impressive  address,  explained  the  circum- 
stances    wliich     rendered    a    division    of    his    diocese 
necessary.     It  stretched  from  the  island  of  St.  Helena 
to  the  colony  of  Natal,  which  were  3,000  miles  distant 
Iroin  each   other  ;  of  three  years  he  had  been   out  of 
England,  he  had  been  travelling  two  and  a  half;  and, 
though    he    had    travelled    4,000    miles    during    nine 
months,    there   were   continental   parts   of  his   diocese 
which  he  had  been  unable  to  visit. — The  proceedings 
terminated,   after   an   announcement   that   3,000/.  had 
been  subscribed. 

The  Government  Emigration  Commissioners  have 
just  issued  a  notice  that  aU  government  emigrants  will 
be  required  to  sign  a  written  agreement,  that  if  tViey  go 
to  the  gold-fields,  or  quit  the  colony  within  four  years 
after  landing,  they  must  p  ly  to  the  colonial  government 
a  proportionate  part  of  their  passage-money,  at  the  rate 
of  4/.  per  adult  for  each  year  wanting  to  complete  four 
years  from  landing. 
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NAKEATIVE  OF  FOKEIGN  EVENTS. 


The  Foreign  intelligence  of  the  montli  is  barren  of 
interest. 

In  France,  no  political  event  of  any  importance  has 
occurred.  Trade  is  described  in  the  Paris  journals  as 
■very  dull.  Commerce,  it  is  said,  does  not  recover  from 
its  state  of  languor.  Business  is  flat,  and  the  prolongation 
of  the  dead  season  is  the  more  extraordinary  that  none 
of  the  factories  are  encumbered  with  stock,  and  a  very 
small  demand  would  suffice  to  restore  the  ateliers  to 
activity.  Stringent  regulations  are  adopted  with 
respect  to  the  residence  of  foreign  refugees,  who  are 
ordered  not  to  take  up  their  abode  witliin  a  hundred 
miles  of  the  frontier  of  the  countries  from  which  they 
fled.  No  pohtical  refugee  is  to  reside  in  the  department 
of  the  Seine,  at  Lyons,  or  Marseilles,  without  an  express 
authorisation.  

In  Spain  there  has  been  a  change  of  ministry.  The 
debates  on  the  railway  question  having  been  very  violent, 


the  Queen  prorogued  the  Cortes,  and  the  ministers 
resigned  in  a  body.  The  formation  of  the  new  cabinet 
is  not  yet  announced. 


The  accounts  from  Italy  and  Sicily  are  full  of  severe 
proceedings  against  political  ofienders.  Several  hun- 
dreds of  persons  have  been  arrested  at  Palermo,  Liclonging 
to  all  classes  of  society.  There  are  among  them  noble- 
men, priests,  monks,  citizens,  workmen,  and  even 
women.  Those  against  whom  the  strongest  suspicions 
prevailed,  have  been  taken  to  the  citadel  of  Messina. 
The  King  of  Naples  has  ordered  all  Sicilians  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  that  city,  in  consequence  of  a  Swiss  soldier 
having  been  found  murdered  at  Palermo. 


The  dates  from  'New  York  are  to  the  12th  inst.  The 
chief  article  of  intelligence  is  the  appointment  of  the 
Hon.  James  Buchanan  as  minister  to  tliis  country. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


Among  the  more  important  works  in  general  literature 
issued  during  the  past  month  may  be  named  two  new 
volumes,  the  third  and  fourth,  of  Moore's  Letters  and 
Journals;  anew  and  greatly  improved  edition  of  the 
late  Captain  Cunningham's  History  of  the  Sikhs ;  an 
Abridi/ed  Statistical  History  of  Scotland,  full  of  infor- 
mation clearly  arranged  ;  a  new  edition  of  Horace  with 
an  English  commentary  and  notes  by  Mr.  Macleaue, 
which  appears  in  Mr.  George  Long's  admirable  Biblio- 
theca  Classiea;  an  elaborate  volume  on  Public  Educa- 
tion by  Sir  James  Kay  Shuttleworth,  describing  the 
policy  and  results  of  the  government  plan  during  the 
years  of  its  administration  by  the  Committee  of  Privy 
Council;  the  old  English  translation  of  Gerrit  de  Veer's 
famous  Three  Voyages  by  the  North  East  i?i  159-1-5-6, 
carefully  edited  and  corrected  by  Doctor  Beke,  and 
reproduced,  with  all  the  characteristic  engravings  of  the 
quaint  old  draughtsman  of  Elizabeth''s  day,  by  the 
Halduyt  Society ;  a  striking  volume  of  half-real  half- 
romantic  autobiography  called  Lorenzo  Benoni,  or 
Passages  in  the  Life  of  an  Italian;  a  republication  of 
two  biographical  essays  by  Macvey  Napier  on  Lord 
Bacon  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  taken  from  the  Edin- 
burgh Review;  a  fifth  volume,  devoted  to  the  reforma- 
tion in  England,  of  Doctor  d'Aubigne's  History  of  the 
Reformation  of  the  Sixteenth  Century ;  an  edition  of 
the  Elegies  of  Propertius,  with  English  notes  by  Mr. 
Paley  ;  another  strenuous  protest,  by  Mr,  V.  Sehoelcher, 
against  the  imperial  usurpation  in  France,  Le  Gouverne- 
ment  du  Deux  Decemhre  ;  and,  in  a  magnificent  volume 
of  lithographed  drawings,  Mr.  Layard's  second  series  of 
The  Monuments  of  Nineveh. 

In  the  special  department  of  travel  there  have  been 
some  entertaining  volumes.  Mr.  Boner's  C'^avjiois  Hunting 
in  the  Mountains  of  Bavaria  gives  new  interest  to  an 
old  scene.  Mr.  Dundas  Murray  has  made  clever  addi- 
tions to  his  Cities  and  Wilds  of  Andalucia.  INIr.  Brodie 
Cruikshank  has  published  his  experience  of  Eighteen 
Years  on  the  Gold  Coast  of  Africa.  Captain  Bourne's 
account  of  the  Giants  of  Patagonia,  describing  his 
captivity  ainon?  those  ''extraordinary  savages,"  has 
been  issued  with  woodcuts  in  the  Illustrated  Library. 
Mr.  William  Tyrone  Power  has  published  his  Recollec- 
tions of  a  Three  Years'  Residence  in  China;  Mr.  Ross 
Browne,  a  "  Crusade  in  the  East  "  under  the  title  of 
Yusef  or  the  Journey  of  the  Frangi;  and  fi-om  a  "  British 
resident  of  forty  years  in  the  East,"  we  receive  travels  in 
the  regions  of  the  lower  Danube  on  The  Frontier  Lands  of 
the  Christian  and  the  Turk.  Finally,  in  a  volnme  filled 
with  remarkably  interesting  matter,  Captain  Elphinstone 
Erskine  has  published  his  Journal  of  a  Cruise  among 
the  Islands  of  the  Western  Pacific,  which  comprises  a 
curious  narrative  of  a  residence  on  one  of  the  islands  by 
an  English  sailor,  who  acquired  the  language  of  the 
savages  and  became  half-naturalised  among  the'm. 

In  poetry,  original  and  translated,  we  have  to  record 
the  appearance  of  Mr.  CoUier's  single-volume  edition  of 


The  Plays  of  Shakespeare  after  the  text  of  that 
emendator  of  the  second  folio  who  has  lately  made  so 
much  noise,  but  unhappily  without  any  mark  to 
distinguish  his  new  readings;  a  graceful  little  volume  of 
Poems  by  Edwin  Arnold;  Goethe's  Faust,  annotated 
by  Faick  Lebahn  ;  a  posthumous  collection  of  Poems  by 
Edward  Quillinan,  and,  by  the  same  writer,  a  transla- 
tion of  the  early  and  most  striking  part  of  the  Lusiad  of 
Camoens ;  a  thoughtful  dramatic  poem  called  the 
Idealist  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Rijhrs ;  an  English  verse 
translation  of  tiie  Eumenides  of  iEschylus,  with  notes 
critical  and  explanatory  by  M.  Bernard  Drake  ;  a  little 
book  of  extracts  entitled  Select  Poems  of  Prior  and 
Swift ;  a  great  number  of  minor  poems,  such  as 
Christmas  at  the  Hall,  Half  a  Dozen  Ballads  by 
Mr.  Tupper,  Poems  by  Mr.  Magnay,  Dioramic 
Sketches,  Wanderings  in  the  British  Islands,  S^c, — and 
a  translaticm  in  the  original  metres  of  the  complete 
Poems  of  Goethe,  executed  by  Mr.  Edgar  Browning,  and 
prefaced  by  a  brief  account  of  the  great  poet's  life. 

In  fiction  the  principal  new  publications  have  been  a 
journal  supposed  to  be  written  during  the  period  of  the 
progress  of  the  English  Reformation,  called  The  Diary 
and  Houres  of  the  Ladye  Adolie,  written  by  Lady 
Charlotte  Pepys ;  another  supposed  journal  of  more 
modern  date,  founded  on  an  unhappy  love  story  connected 
with  the  unfortunate  Lord  Derwentwater,  with  the 
title  of  the  Diary  of  Margaret  Bethune  Baliol ; 
Mr.  Kingsley's  new  romance  collected  from  Frazer's 
Magazine,  Hypatia,  or  New  Foes  with  an  Old  Face ; 
another  collection  fromthe  same  magazine, of  thesporting 
and  other  experiences  of  Captain  Digby  Grand ;  an 
autobiography  of  Ada  Gresham,  by  Mary  Anne 
Lupton ;  a  new  novel  by  the  authoress  of  the  Initials, 
Cyrilla  ;  and  a  book  with  the  title  of  Family  Romance, 
which  purports,  however,  to  be  strictly  authentic 
narratives  of  episodical  wonders  in  the  "domestic 
annals  of  the  aristocracy." 

The  subject  of  India  continues  to  call  forth  a  mass  of 
publications  especially  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  it. 
Putting  aside  a  great  number  of  pamphlets,  including 
one  by  Mr.  Prinsep  on  the  India  Question  in  1853, 
another  on  India  Reform  by  Mr,  John  Chapman,  an 
Exposure  of  the  Maladministration  of  the  East  India 
Company  by  Mr.  Maclean,  and  the  first  and  second 
of  what  promise  to  be  a  striking  series  of  tracts  issued 
as  India  Reform  Pamphlets,— we  shall  mention  only  the 
more  important  volumes  which  the  last  month  has 
c-nitributed  to  this  fertile  theme.  Mr.  Hay  Cameron 
has  written  on  the  Duties  of  Great  Britain  to  India. 
Mr.  Dyke,  of  the  Madras  Civil  Service,  has  described 
Salem.,  an  Indian  CoUectorate.  Mr.  Campbell  Robertson 
has  narrated,  with  reference  to  subsequent  events,  the 
Political  Incidents  of  the  First  Burmese  War.  Mr. 
Neil  Baillie  has  discussed  the  Land  Tax  of  India. 
And  Mr.  Irving  has  detailed  the  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Caste  in  the  Anglo-Indian  Empire. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


List  of  Bankrupts.— Tyjc  Arrangement  Clavaes  in  the  present 
Bonkrupt  Lav)  are  so  exteJisivtli/  resorted  to,  that  the  most  im- 
portant bankruptcks  are  not  notified  in  the  "London  Gazette." 
It  Jtas  been  determined,  then/ore,  to  substitute  inore  'useful  com- 
mercial itifomiaiion  for  the  Lists  of  Bankrupts  hitherto  •printed  in 
this  place. 

BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  16th  inst.,  £18,792,906. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  I  Silver  bars,  per  oz.  5    1| 

Do.,  dust,  ,,         3  16    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       ,,        4  Hi 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 

Paris 0'3S  prem.  |  New  York 0'17  disct. 

Hamburgh   0'12     ,, 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents.  . 

Loug  Annuities,  Jan.,  ISOO 

Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  , 

India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

101 

lOOi        100| 

lOOi 

99i 

lOOi 

103i 

1004 

103i 

6  pm. 

''tit 

6 

227i 

226i 

227i 

S.'!.  ptn. 

4s.  pm.  3-7s.  pm. 

42.».pin. 

30«.pm. 

40«.  pm. 

Receipts 

Paid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
Jan.  1. 

100 

Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

10.51 

104 

104-54 

£133,359 

all 

Blackwall     

91 

04 

9i-i 

15,154 

100 

Caledonian  

65J 

64 

654 

132,183 

all 

Eastern  Counties  . . 

134 

134 

131 

226,989 

100 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 

75 

73 

73-4 

53,833 

100 

Gt.  Sn.  &  Wu.  (Irel.) 

llOi 

109 

109-10 

57,886 

100 

Great  Northern 

89 

S4 

87-9 

210,540 

100 

Great  Western    

92| 

91i 

91-2 

256,701 

100 

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 

77i 

76  J 

774-8 

261,392 

100 

London  &  N.  Westn. 

120i 

1194 

118J-19i 

572,724 

100 

Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

914 

904 

904-14 

136,979 

KMt 

Midland    

75 
76 

74i 
75 

744-5 
75i-| 

336,734 

100 

South-East.  &  Dover 

211,285 

100 

York,  Newc,  &  Ber. 

694 

68 

084-94 

206,712 

100 

York  &  N.  Midland. 

59 1 

5S4 

584-94 

111,186 

FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  IOO4-I 
Cliilian  6  per  cent.,  103-4 
Danish  24  per  cent. ,  66-4 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  96-7 
French  3  per  cent., 
French  4  per  cent., 
French  44  per  cent.,  102f  50c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  27§ 
Peruvian  3  p.  cent.  defd. ,  68-9 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.  ,40-1 
Bussi.an  5  per  cent.,  120 
Bp.anish  3  per  cent.,  484 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  97J 


Railways. 

E.ast  Belgian  Junct.  1  to  1 4  pm. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,2to2ipm. 
Luxembourg,  74  to  J 
Northern  of  Fr.ance,    365 
Norwegian  Tnmk  Pref.  84  to  9 
Paris  and  Orleans,  414  to  424 
Paris  and  Lyons,  175  to  184  P™- 
Paris  and  Rouen,  444  to  45 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  35  to  4 
Rouen  and  Havre,  204  to  214 
South  of  France,  6i  pm. 
West  Flanders,  44  to  5 
West  of  France,  114  pm. 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Atistralasian 1  prem. 

Australian    44  to  5 

Do.  Cordillera  i  prem. 

Do.  Freehold 4  dLs. 

Brit.  Australian |  pm. 

Colonial  Gold IJ  to  I4  „ 

lake  Bathurst 4  to  i  dia. 

Port  Philip    i  prem. 

South  Australian i     ,, 

Railways. 

East  Indian 5  to  6  prem. 

Upper  India J     ,, 

lud.  Peninsula .  2^-  to  24   „ 

Madras 2i  to  24    ,, 

Queb.  .and  Rich- 
mond    i-l     .. 


Banks. 

Australasian 85  to  87 

Eng.  Scott,  .and  Aust.  li  pm. 
Ind.  Aust.  .and  China  1  pm. 
Lndn.  Aust.  and  India  par. 
Lndn.  Chart,  of  Aust.  2|  pm. 

South  Australian 48  to  50 

Union  of  Australia  75  to  76 


Steam  Companie-s. 

Australia  Direct 

Australian  Royal  Mail. ...  44 

Eastern  Ste.am    . , 

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . .    10| 
Penins.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  83 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Austr.ali.an  Agiicultur.al  63 
V.an    piemen's    Land  194-204 
South'  Australian  Land   47-9 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Wheat. 

Berlcy. 

Os 

s. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

Week 

ending— 

.■!.       d. 

s.       d. 

s. 

d. 

S.        (/. 

S. 

(/. 

.'.      (/. 

M.ar.  26 

44        9 

31     10 

18 

9 

33       0 

34 

3 

32       6 

AprU  2 

44      4 

31       6 

18 

0 

30       5 

34 

8 

32       5 

—     9 

44       9 

31       4 

18 

9 

31     10 

34 

5 

32     10 

—    16 

44     10 

31     11 

IS 

0 

29     10 

34 

5 

33       7 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt,  Town,  per  qr.  58  to  6Q 
Maltmg  Barley  „  30  —  31 
Oats,  best,  „        20  —  22 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  38  —  41 
Country    household  34  —  36 
American,  per  barl.  25  —  27 
IncU.an  Com,    per  qr.    34  —  36 


d.  s.  d. 
6  to  4  4 
0  —  4  8 
0  —  5     2 

8  —  4     8 


NorthBrtish  A  ustralian.  1 4pra. 

Peel  River  Laud 4  J  ,, 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest  ..  l|  ,, 


Cattle — 
Beasts,     per  st. 
Calves    ..     ,, 
Sheep....     ,, 
Pigs    

Wool,  per  lb.— 

South  Downs  1  0  —  1  3 
Kentish  fleeces  1  2  —  1  3 
Flannel  wool..    0  11  —  1     3 

Australian 1     2  —  2    5 

Cape    1     0—2    0 

Spanish 1     0  —  1  10 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  p.  ton,  135^.  lO.t. 
Ii-on,  Pigs,  5f.  ;  Rails,  11. 15s. 
to  8i.  15s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  2U.  .5.?.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  19/..  5.?.  to  101.  Tin, 
English  block.  111/.;  Bauca, 
112/.  ;  Spelter,  20/.  ;  Zinc, 
271. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,  per  cwt. — Irish,  60s. 
American,  70s. 

Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  8  lb. , 

Is.  to  3s.  Sd. ;  Irish  India,  per 

cwt.,   90.?.  ;  Hambro',  100s.  ; 

American,  S6s.  to  100s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

7d.  to  10(/.  ;  Dorset,  per  cwt. 

92s.  to  108s.  ;   Irish,  92s.  to 

98s. ;  Dutch,  34s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt., 

52s.   to  80s.  ;    Dutch,    84s.  ; 

Wiltshire,  50s.  to  62s. 

Hams — York,  76s.  to  84.'!.  ; 
Irish,  76s.  to  80s.  ;  West- 
phalia, 50s.  to  70s. 

Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 
S  lbs.,  3s.  9(/.  to  4s.  9rf. 

Potatoes,  per  ton,  120s.  tol70s. 

Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  to  4s.  3i/. 

Veal,  2s.  4c/.  to  4s.  6(/. 


?.    ,».       /.  J. 

Hay per  load  4     5  to  4  15 

Clover..         ,,  4   15—  5     S 

Straw..        „  1    10—1  14 

Guano,  Peruv,,  p.  ton,  9/.  5s. 
Linseed  cake,  perton,10/.toH?. 
Rape  cake,  ditto,  4/.  to  4J.  4s. 
Bones,  ditto,  4/.  10s.  " 

Hops. — Kents,  midd.  120s.   to 
lOO.t. ;  Sussex,  100s.  to  112s. 
Poultry  —  Capons,    3s.  —  4s.  ; 
Fowls,    2s.  —  3s.  ;     Chicks, 
2s.9d.—3s.0d.;  Ducks,  2s.'Jd.; 
Geese,  3s.  3d. — -Is. ;  Turkeys, 
4s.  10c/. — lis.  ;  Pigeons,  Wd. 
Hides,    &c.— Market,    96  lbs., 
id.—iid. ;    do.,  do.,  50  lbs., 
3d.;    do..  Calf-skins,  lOlbs., 
5s.  Od. ;  do..  Horse-hides,  Os. ; 
Ox  and  Cow  horns,  per  123, 
20s.— 58s.  Rough  Tallow,  23«. 
Oils. 
Galhpoli,  per  ton,  70/. ;  Sperm, 
89/.  ;  Pale  Seal,  33/.  ;  Rape. 
36/.  to  371.  ;  Cocoa-nut,  S5/, 
to  40/. ;  Palm,  35(.  9s. ;  Liu- 
seed,  27/.  9s. 
Tallow  —  Australian,  Sheep, 
45/.  to  46/.  10s. ;  Russia,  46i. 
to  47/.  3s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  3Ss. 
to  44s. ;   B.ahia,  25s.   to  27s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 47s.  Oc/.  to  48s.  ;  Do., 
Plantation,  55s.  to  80s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 76s.  to  90s.  ;  Jamaica, 
88.«.  to  92s.  ;  Java,  428.  to 
56s.  Costa  Rica,  52s.  to  82s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — C.arolina,  25s. ; 
Bengal,  lis.  to  12s. ;  Patna, 
14s.  to  17s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
37s.  to  39s.  ;  Mauritius,  34!;. 
to  3Ss. ;  Bengal,  30s.  to  36s. ; 
Madras,  35s.  to  42s. ;  Havan- 
nah,  34s.  to  40s. 

Do.,  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  46s.  to  48s. ;  Bastards, 
25s.  to  34s.  6d.;  Ci-ushed, 
2Ss.  to    29s. 

Tea,  per  lb. — Congou,  Is.  04c/. 
to  Is.  24c/. ;  Souchong,  Is.  7d. 
to  Is.  lie/. ;  Hyson,  Is.  lOd. 
to  3s.  Id. 
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Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  Feb.  28  .... 
March 

6444 
7738 

21 
364 

19,964 
22,725 

403 
70 

26,832 
30,897 

To  March  31 

14,182 

385 

42,689 

473 

57,729 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 

From 

Cabin. 

Inter- 
mediate. 

Steerage. 

Goods  per 
40  Culiic  fcpf. 

London . . 
Livei-pool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 

£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 

£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 

£25  to  27  10 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14-0 

£6     0  to  £7 
5     0—6 

4  10—     5 

5  0-0 
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NAERATIYE  OF  PARLIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday,  April  28, 
on  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Canada 
Clergy  Reserves  Dill,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  in 
reply  to  questions  from  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  and  Lord 
Redesdale,  explained  that  the  guarantee  would  have 
the  same  effect  as  before  the  passing  of  the  present  bill, 
should  the  fund  fall  below  the  specified  amount,  the 
clergy  reserves  remaining  on  the  same  footing  under 
any  circumstances,  with  this  exception,  that  the  authority 
over  them  would  be  given  to  the  Canadian  legislature. 
Aecoriling  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  if  the 
reserves  were  secularised,  the  guarantee  would  fall 
with  the  condition  on  which  it  rested,  and  this  country 
would  not,  in  that  event,  be  answerable,  as  had  been 
anticipated. — The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

A  conversation  took  place  respecting  the  Punishment 
of  Transportation.  Earl  Grey  asked  what  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  with  regard  to  the  ultimate  des- 
tination of  the  convicts  now  in  the  penal  establishments 
of  Portland,  Dartmoor,  Gibraltar,  and  Bermuda,  since 
it  was  understood  that  transportation  to  Australia, 
except  in  very  rare  instances,  was  to  cease  ?— The  Earl 
of  Aberdeex  replied,  that  the  question  was  surrounded 
W'th  great  difficulties,  but  it  was  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Home  Secretary,  who,  he  hoped,  would 
shortly  propose  a  scheme  to  meet  the  case. — Lord  Camp- 
bell expressed  dismay  at  hearing  that  transportation  as 
a  punishment  was  to  cease,  and  suggested  the  Falkland 
Islands  as  a  proper  place  for  the  deportation  of  criminals. 

On  Friday,  April  29,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Jeioish  Disabilities 
Bill,  explained  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
change  his  previous  opinion  on  this  question,  and  he 
showed,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  formed  this 
determination  some  time  previous  to  his  acceptance  of 
office.  He  apprehended  that  a  similar  change  had  taken 
place  also  ou  the  part  of  others,  who  were  now  disposed 
to  abolish  what,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  remnant  of  the 
feeling  which  had  formerly  prevailed  through  the  whole 
of  Christendom.  Considering  that  the  Jewish  people 
were  under  a  curse  in  consequence  of  a  crime  of  incon- 
ceiveable  magnitude,  still  it  was  not  for  them  to  take 
upon  themselves  to  execute  the  "vengeance"  of  the 
Almighty  ;  yet,  whilst  the  country  had  recently  pro- 
claimed the  absolute  freedom  of  all  religious  opinions, 
the  Jew  was,  nevertheless,  excluded  from  civil  rights  in 
consequence  of  his  religious  belief.  He  admitted  that 
Christianity  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  law  of  the  land  ; 
but  the  principle  of  exclusion,  on  the  ground  that  parlia- 
ment must  be  composed  exclusively  of  members  of  the 
established  church,  no  longer  existed.  Now  if  the 
admission  was  to  extend  to  errors,  perhaps  not  so  mon- 
strous as  those  which  were  opposed  to  the  Christian 
belief,  he  considered  the  principle  of  looking  at  parlia- 
ment as  a  body  exclusively  Christian  failed  entirely.  He 
showed  also,  that  parliament  had  recognised  the  principle 
in  the  colonial  legislatures,  to  which  Jews  were  admitted, 
'  and  that  they  were  prepared  to  swear  to  the  substance 
and  essence  of  the  oath  required,  omitting  an  assevera- 
tion which  was  most  useless  and  unnecessary.  He  there- 
fore called  upon  their  lordships  to  make  their  practice 
conformable  to  their  principle  of  religious  freedom,  by 
castiug  to  the  winds  this  last  rag  of  intolerance,  and 
admitting  those  who  were  in  all  other  respects  their 
fellow-citizens  to  the  full  rights  and  privileges  of  English- 


men.— The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  proposing  as  an 
amendment  that  the  bill  should  be  read  a  second  time 
that  day  six  months,  reiterated  his  reasons  for  opposing 
the  measure. — The  Earl  of  Dainley,  the  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, the  Earl  of  Harrowby,  and  Lord  Colchester 
opposed  the  bill,  which  was  supported  by  the  Earl  of 
Albemarle,  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  the  Bishop  of 
St.  David's,  and  Lord  Brougham ;  after  which  their 
lordships  divided,  when  the  numbers  were— contents, 
present,  69;  proxies,  46 — 115;  non-contents,  present, 
96';  proxies,  68 — 16-4  :  majority  against  the  government, 
49.     The  bill  is  therefore  lost. 

On  Monday,  May  2,  Lord  Wharncliffe  presented  a 
petition  from  the  corporation  of  cutlers  of  Sheffield,  on 
the  subject  of  Internal  Improvement  and  Public  Works 
in  India.  He  went  into  the  question  at  some  length. 
This  brought  on  a  long  discussion,  in  which  the  Earl 
of  Ellenborough,  Earl  Granville,  and  the  Earl 
of  Albemarle  took  part. 

On  Tuesday,  May  3,  in  moving  the  third  reading  of 
the  South  Hea  Annuities  Commutation  Bill,  Earl 
Granville  stated  it  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  a 
supplemental  measure,  on  which  the  iSarl  of  Derby 
expressed  a  desire  to  have  the  present  bill  postponed 
until  their  lordships  should  be  in  possession  of  the 
supplemental  bill. — Lord  Monte.vgle,  at  some  length, 
stated  his  objections  to  the  principle,  not  the  details  of 
the  bill.     The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  Friday,  May  6,  the  Lord  Ch.incellor  moved 
the  third  reading  of  the  Registration  of  Assicrances  Bill, 
which  was  opposed  by  Lord  St.  Leonards.  The 
house  divided  on  the  question,  when  the  third  reading 
was  carried  by  57  to  24,  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  Cathedral  Appointments  Bill  passed  through 
committee. 

The  Lunacy  Bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  Monday,  May  9,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
presented  a  petition  praying  for  the  Registration  and 
Inspection  of  Nunneries. — The  Archbishop  of  Dublin 
heartily  concurred  in  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and 
expressed  his  conviction  that  nothing  short  of  a  legis- 
lative enactment  could  put  a  stop  to  the  oppression 
exercised  in  these  establishments. — The  Bishop  of 
Norwich  hoped  that  some  such  measure  would  be 
passed,  care  being  taken  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  all 
undue  interference  with  the  religious  principles  and 
privileges  of  the  establishments  in  question. 

On  Tuesday,  May  10,  Earl  Grey  moved  an  address 
to  Her  Majesty,  praying  that  the  arrangements  with 
respect  to  the  Transportation  of  Convicts  which  were 
in  force  last  year  might  not  be  altert  d  until  parliament 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  system  which  the 
government  proposed  to  substitute  for  those  arrange- 
ments, and  until  it  had  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
new  system.  The  noble  earl,  in  a  speech  of  great  length, 
entered  into  a  defence  of  the  reformatory  system  ending 
in  transportation  introducfd  by  himself,  which  he 
described  as  having  worked  admirably,  and  as  being 
peculiarly  adapted,  by  its  severity,  to  deter  the  vicious 
from  the  commission  of  crime.  It  was  true  that  an 
outcry  had  recently  been  raised  against  transportation 
by  some  of  the  Australian  colonists— the  very  men  who 
had  formerly  applauded  the  system  under  which  their 
adopted  country  had  risen  to  an  unexampled  pitch  of 
prosperity.     It  "did  not,  however,  follow  that  because  a 
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clamour  was  loud  it  was  reasonable,  or  that  it  was 
shared  in  by  the  more  sensible  portion  of  the  community, 
and  such  he  believed  was  the  case  with  the  Australian 
outcry  against  transportation.  The  house  must  re- 
meml)er  that  if  transportation  ceased  the  convicts  would 
be  thrown  in  large  bodies  on  society  at  home,  and 
ultimately  bee  "'mc  as  formidable  a  class  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community  as  the  fori;ats  in  France. — The  Earl 
of  Aberdeex  said,  that  the  motion  of  Earl  Grey  was 
of  a  very  unusual  character,  involving,  as  it  did,  an 
interference  seldom  attempted  with  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  and  the  discretion  of  the  executive.  The 
practical  question  was,  whether  transportation  to  Van 
Diemen's  Land  was  to  cease  or  not.  Now,  it  -should  be 
remembered  that  the  government,  with  respect  to  that 
colony,  were  struggling  with  a  difficulty  created  by  Earl 
Grey  himself,  who,  in  one  of  his  despatches,  as  it  was 
understood  by  the  governor  and  the  colonists,  had 
certainly  held  out  an  expectation  that  no  more  convicts 
would  be  sent  to  their  island.  Earl  Grey  had  also 
declared  that  the  government  of  this  country  had  no 
right  to  send  convicts  to  any  colonists  against  the 
consent  of  its  inhabitants,  and  yet,  when  the  govern- 
ment acceding  to  the  wishes  of  the  legislation  of  Yan 
Diemen's  land,  determined  that  transportation  to  that 
colony  should  cease,  they  were  met  by  this  motion. 
With  respect  to  transportation  in  general,  he  thought 
that  in  a  very  great  number  of  cases  other  kinds  of 
reformatory  punishments  might  be  successfully  intro- 
duced, and  the  propositions  of  the  government  on  the 
subject  would  shortly  be  laid  befoi-e  the  house;  but,  in 
the  meantime,  he  protested  against  the  notion  that 
transportation  was  to  be  altogether  abolished,  because  the 
government  had  found  it  necessary  to  discontinue  it  in 
the  case  of  Van  Diemen's  land. — The  Earl  of  Chichester 
opposed  the  motion,  and  proposed  an  amendment, 
declaring  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  house  that  transpor- 
tation should  only  be  applied  to  the  graver  offences,  that 
it  should  be  limited  to  certain  colonies,  and  that  a  more 
complete  system  of  secondary  and  reformatory  punishment 
should  be  introduced  at  home. — The  Earl  of  DerI!Y  said 
that  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  Chichester 
was  quite  beside  the  original  motion,  for  there  was  no 
reason  why  any  one  who  agreed  to  the  one  should  not  also 
agree  to  the  other.  It  was  with  regret  that  he  observed 
that  the  government  were  about  to  take  a  course  which 
would  involve  them  in  embarrassment,  and  which  had 
the  appearance  of  concession  to  popular  clamour  raised 
in  Van  Diemen's  land  ;  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other, 
he  should  vote  with  Lord  Grey  if  he  pressed  his  motion 
to  a  division. — The  Duke  of  Neavcastle  defended  the 
course  pursued  by  the  government  in  a  speech  of 
considerable  length  ;  and  after  speeches  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Lord  Campbell,  their  lordships 
divided,  when  Earl  Grey's  motion  was  negatived  by 
64,  against  37. 

On  Thursday,  May  12,  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury 
presented  a  petition  praying  for  a  Revision  of  the  Poor 
Laws,  and  complaining  of  the  Unequal  Dislrihution  of 
the  Poor  Bales.  He  also  complained  that  land,  which 
was  alrpady  subjected  to  an  exclusive  burden  of 
6,000,000/.  a  year,  would  shortly  be  charged  with  an 
additional  2,000,000/.,  and  wished  to  know  whether  the 
government  would  bring  forward  any  measure  on  the 
subject  of  the  poor-rates  during  the  present  session. — 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  replied,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  government  to  propose  any  such 
measure.  The  amount  expected  to  be  derived  from  the 
tax  on  successions  had  been  greatly  exaggerated  by 
Lord  Malmesbury. 

On  Friday,  May  13,  the  Marquess  of  Clanricarde 
presented  a  petition  from  the  Galway  Union,  praying 
that  No  Income-tax  be  Imjoosed  on  Ireland;  and  asked 
whether  any  exception  or  modification  in  the  case  of 
clergymen  were  intended,  whereby  those  persons  would 
be  treated  in  a  different  manner  to  other  persons. — The 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  hoped  the  noble  marquess  would 
not  think  him  guilty  of  discourtesy  if  he  declined  a 
premature  discussion  on  this  suliject. — Lord  Campbell 
had  no  objection  to  the  income-tix  being  extended  to 
Ireland ;  but  hoped  that  only  the  net  incomes  would  be 
assessed — as,  in  that  case,  he  would,  so  far  as  his  Irish 
property  went,  be  exempt. 


The  Earl  of  Sh.vfteseury  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Common  Lodging  House  Bill,  which  he  said  was 
intended  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill  that  had 
passed  in  the  last  session. — After  some  discussion  the 
bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  Albemarle  presented  a  petition  from 
Manchester,  on  the  subject  of  the  Gorernment  of  hidia. 
It  prayed  that  the  future  government  of  India  in  this 
country  should  consist  of  a  minister  and  a  council 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  directly  responsible  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament.  The  Earl,  after  adverting  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  Indian  Empire,  observed  that 
in  many  instances  the  most  disastrous  consequences  had 
resulted,  owing  to  the  delays  which  had  almost  inevitably 
arisen  from  the  mode  in  which  the  affairs  of  India  had 
hitherto  been  conducted.  The  East  India  Company 
could  not  act  without  the  sanction  of  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, and  on  the  other  hand  the  government  w.is 
unwilling  to  take  any  decisive  step,  however  necessary, 
without  consulting  the  Board  of  Directors.  The  form 
of  government  to  which  ho  referred  had  been  established 
70  years  ago,  and,  although  the  social,  moral,  and 
political  condition  of  the  Indian  Empire  had  during 
that  time  undergone  a  total  change,  the  form  of  govern- 
ment remained  unchanged.  That  was  a  state  of  things 
whicli  should  not  be  permitted  to  continue  any  longer. 
The  Earl,  in  support  of  his  argument,  read  extracts 
from  various  documents,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  the  taxation  of  land  in  India  had  been  carried  to 
the  extreme  point  of  endurance,  and  that  no  effort  had 
been  made  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country.  It 
was  notorious  that  the  people  of  India  had  suffered 
severely  under  the  system  hitherto  pursued,  and  with- 
out any  corresponding  advantage  to  Great  Britain.  It 
was  that  dog-in-the-manger  system  which  must  be  put 
an  end  to.  He  was  not  an  advocate  for  precipitate  legis- 
lation, but  if  the  East  India  Company  could  not  reform 
the  grievances  complained  of,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament  to  take  the  matter  into  its  own 
hands. — The  Earl  of  Ellenbokough  admitted  that 
the  mode  in  which  India  should  be  governed  in  future 
was  a  subject  of  vast  importance.  Although  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  petitioners  that  the  native  population 
was  in  a  state  of  misery,  he  admitted  that  their  condi- 
tion, morally  and  socially,  might  be  greatly  improved. 
Before  the  close  of  the  present  session,  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  would  bring  forward  a  scheme  for  the  future 
government  of  India,  which  he  trusted  would  be  such 
as  to  remedy  all  the  evils  complained  of. — Lord  Wharn- 
CLIFFR  was  satisfied  that  the  appointment  of  a  distinct 
government  department  for  India  would  do  more 
towards  developing  the  resources  and  generally  im- 
proving the  condition  of  our  Indian  empire,  than  could 
by  any  possibility  be  achieved  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
legislation. — The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  for  the  Whitsun  holidays  to 
Monday,  the  23d  inst. 

On  Monday,  May  23,  Lord  BRoroHAM  presented 
a  petition  adverting  to  the  Ruin  wliich  had  Ensued  in 
Consequence  nf  \^' est  Indian  Emancipation  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ask  whether  any  steps  had  been  taken  by  our 
coiisnls  abroad  to  check  the  evils  of  the  slave  trade  as 
practised  by  other  nations,  and  especially  by  the 
Spaniards  on  a  recent  occasion  in  Cuba. — The  Earl  of 
Clarendon  replied,  that  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
the  slave-trade  was  carried  on  to  a  fearful  extent  in 
Cuba,  and  that  a  case  of  great  atrocity  liad  recently 
occurred  in  that  island.  He  was,  however,  happy  tu 
say  that  the  British  Consul-General  had  rescued  300  of 
the  unfortunate  beings  landed  on  the  occasion,  and 
that  an  earnest  appeal  on  the  subject  had  been 
addressed  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 


In  the  House  op  Commons,  on  Tuesday,  April  26, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Hamilton  moved  for  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  the  National  System  of 
Education  in  Ireland,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  how 
far  the  instructions  of  1830  had  been  followed  or  departed 
from  ;  whether  a  combined  education  had  been  attained 
under  the  national  system  ;  and  whether,  by  any  further 
extension  or  modification  of  the  rules,  conscientious 
objections  to  the  system  might  be  reasonably  obviated. 
He  referred  _to  the  positions  laid  do\vn  by  Lord  John 
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Russell  on  the  subject  of  education,  who  had  said  that 
the  people  of  this  country  evinced  a  right  instinct  when 
they  declared  openly  that  they  would  have  a  religious 
training  in  their  schools,  and  it  was  an  indispensable 
condition  of  receiving  government  assistance  that,  except 
in  the  case  of  Roman  Catholics,  the  Holy  Scriptures 
should  be  used  by  every  child  in  the  schools.  This  very 
condition,  however  in  Ireland,  oifered  an  insuperable 
bar  to  the  obtaining  aid  from  the  state,  and  some  of  the 
clergy  in  that  country  considered  the  practical  restric- 
tions upon  the  use  of  the  scriptvires  in  the  schools  not 
merely  repugnant  to  their  conscience,  but  to  involve  a 
violation  of  their  ordination  vows.  He  noticed  the 
issues  which  had  been  raised  in  former  debates  upon  this 
subject,  and,  in  explaining  his  own  views  with  respect  to 
the  national  system  of  education,  he  admitted  that  it 
must  be  considered  as  one  of  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  and  that  the  inquiry  should  be  with  a  view, 
not  to  its  destruction,  but  to  its  improvement,  and  to  the 
rendering  it  more  comprehensive  and  national.  The 
question  was,  he  said,  a  practical  one,  deserving  the 
fullest  investigation ;  whether  a  united  education  had 
been  attained  or  was  attainable,  and  if  not,  whether  the 
failure  was  attributable  to  one  party  or  the  other,  or  to 
the  deep  and  conscientious  conviction  of  both  parties  on 
the  subject  of  religious  instruction  in  the  schools.  Re- 
capitulating the  ground  of  his  motion,  he  disclaimed  any 
hostile  spirit  in  proposing  to  that  house,  as  the  guardian 
of  the  public  funds,  the  examination  of  a  question  which 
ought  to  be  settled. — Mr.  Wigram  seconded  the  motion. — 
It  was  opposed  by  Sir  J.  Young,  Lord  Monck.,  and  Lord 
Lucas  ;  and  supported  by  Mr.  Napier  and  Lord  Naas. 
— Sir.  J.  Graham  said  that  having  been  associated  with 
Lord  Derby  in  the  establishment  of  the  system  of  national 
education,  having  always  felt  a  deep  interest  in  its 
success,  and  believing  this  motion  to  be  an  attack  upon 
the  system  of  mi.ted  education,  he  should  not,  he  thought, 
discharge  his  duty  if  he  did  not  address  the  house.  He 
resisted  the  motion  in  the  interest  of  the  poor  of  Ireland, 
on  behalf  of  a  system  which  had  succeeded  to  the  fuUest 
extent  that  could  have  been  expected.  He  stated  the 
principles  upon  which  the  system  had  been  originally 
founded,  and  showed,  from  the  essential  distinctions 
between  the  circumstances  of  England  and  Ireland,  that 
the  same  system  could  not  be  ap[)lied  to  both  countries. 
It  appeared  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Protestant  clergy  of  Ireland  concurred  with  a  large 
portion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood  in  a  desire  to 
overthrow  the  existing  system,  and  to  obtain  separate 
grants.  The  pretension  of  the  church  education  society 
was  for  aid  from  the  public  purse  for  the  teaching  of  all 
who  attended  their  schools  a  creed  from  which  the 
largest  portion  of  the  population  dissented.  If  the  house 
agreed  to  this  motion,  there  would  be  a  separate  system 
with  separate  grants,  and  the  result  would  be  that  the 
claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics  could  not  be  refused  ;  they 
would  take  the  largest  proportion  ;  the  flames  of  religious 
discord  would  spread  throughout  the  country,  and  under 
religious  differences  would  lurk  a  bitter  character  of 
political  animosity. — Mr.  Whiteside  observed  that  the 
answer  just  given  to  the  motion  amounted  to  this — that 
the  national  system  of  education  in  Ireland  was  endangered 
by  it  ;  yet  that  the  system  was  so  admirable,  that  the 
more  it  was  inquired  into,  the  more  its  merits  would  be 
discovered.  The  question  was  not  about  a  majority  or 
a  minority,  but  of  reason  and  right.  The  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  had  a  right  to  read  the  scriptures  in 
the  chui-ch  schools,  yet  they  dared  not  do  it  if  they  had 
a  grant  from  the  national  board. — Lord  John  RlissELl, 
observed  that  Mr.  Whiteside  had  sufficiently  disclosed 
the  object  of  the  motion  when  he  said  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  claimed  the  right  to  read  the  scrip- 
tures to  all  the  children  in  the  schools.  If  this  should 
be  conceded,  the  Roman  Catholic  priests  would  claim  a 
similar  power,  and  the  whole  system  would  be  destroyed. 
It  was  a  question,  therefore,  of  maintaining  the  system 
or  abandoning  it.  After  an  attempt  to  adjourn  the 
debate,  which  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority,  the 
house  divided  upon  the  original  motion,  which  was 
rejected  by  179  to  109. 

On  Wednesday,  April  27,  the  Annuities  Commuta^ 
tio7i  Bill  passed,  after  a  complicated  discussion  on 
several  amendments  proposed  upon  it. 


Mr.  Whiteside  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
facilitate  the  Sale  of  Lands  by  the  Court  of  Chancery 
in  Ireland.  Under  the  encumbered  estates  act,  he 
said,  1000  estates  were  waiting  for  sale,  and  of  the 
proceeds  of  sales,  which  up  to  the  1st  of  April  amounted 
to  8,657,685/.,  no  less  than  3,731,491/.  remained  undis- 
posed of,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  in  the 
court,  arising  from  the  working  of  one  of  the  clauses  of 
Sir  J.  Romilly's  bill,  so  that  the  delay  was  now  greater 
than  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  remedy  he 
proposed  was  to  adopt  the  cheap  procedure  of  the 
summary  jurisdiction  bill  of  1850,  and  to  engraft  the 
principles  of  the  encumbered  estates  act  upon  the  Court 
of  Chancery  in  Ireland,  extending  them  in  all  cases  to 
suitors,  encumbrancers,  and  owners. 

On  Thursday,  April  28,  in  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Income  Tax  was 
continued.  Tlie  principal  speakers  in  support  of  the 
ministerial  resolution  were.  Mr.  Cobden,  Mr.  Ricardo, 
Sir  F.  Baring,  and  Sir  C.  Wood.  It  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Shee,  Mr.  French,  Lord  Lovaine, 
and  the  Marquis  of  Granby. 

On  Friday,  April  29,  a  warm  conversation  took  place 
on  the  subject  of  the  recent  Police  Proceedings  against 
Messrs.  Hale,  with  which  the  name  of  M.  Kossuth  had 
been  connected  ;  and  observations  were  made  by  Sir  J. 
Walmsley,  Mr.  Cobden,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr.  Phinn, 
and  Lord  Dudley  Stuart.  —  Lord  Palmerston 
observed  that  he  had  been  taken  to  task  because  he  had 
not  answered  questions  which  no  man  had  a  right  to 
put  to  him.  Had  he  replied  in  the  manner  desired,  he 
would  have  been  greatly  departing  from  his  duty.  As 
to  the  question  whether  the  procedings  now  pending 
had  been  instituted  or  authorised  by  him,  he  replied 
that  "  they  were."  The  refugees  in  this  country  were 
as  free  as  the  land  they  trod,  so  long  as  they  did  not 
violate  the  law,  nor  abuse  the  shelter  afforded  them. 
But  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  adopt  measures  for  punishing  any  man — Englishman 
or  foreigner — when  he  rendered  himself  amenable  to 
the  tribunals  of  the  country. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  Income  Tax  ResohUion 
was  then  resumed.  Mr.  Cardwell  was  the  principal 
speaker  in  support  of  the  resolution,  and  Mr.  Henley 
against  it.     The  debate  was  again  adjourned. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzroy,  the  Aggravated 
Assaults  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  Monday  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  Income  Tax 
Resolution  was  again  resumed.  The  principal  speakers 
were  Mr.  Disraeli  on  the  one  side  and  Lord 
John  Russell  on  the  other.  Mr.  Disr.aeli  g  .ve  his 
approbation  to  the  general  principles  of  the  budget, 
which  were  the  same  as  those  which,  four  months  ago, 
he  had  himself  twice  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the 
house.  He  had  then  urged  that  we  must  assimilate  our 
financial  policy  to  our  new  commercial  system,  though 
the  idea  of  revision  of  taxation  had  at  that  time  been 
ridiculed  by  Lord  John  Russell,  who,  he  was  glad 
to  find,  had  somewhat  changed  his  opinions.  He  had 
urged  first  that  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
not  shrink  from  making  a  deficiency  to  be  supplied 
by  new  taxes,  and  secondly,  that  he  should  not  bound 
his  operations  to  the  horizon  of  the  current  year ;  but 
these  heretical  doctrines  had  been  then  received,  the 
first  with  horror,  the  second  with  indignation,  by  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  his  friends. 
And  now  we  had  a  budget  for  seven  years,  accompanied 
by  financial  propositions  which  fixed  the  rate  of  interest 
for  nearly  half  a  century.  Having  thus  given  his 
approbation  to  the  principles  of  the  budget,  as  identical 
with  those  he  had  sought  to  carry  out,  he  would  see 
whether  he  cotdd  equally  approve  the  application  of 
those  principles.  And  first  as  to  the  income  tax. 
After  contrasting  some  remarks  by  Lord  John  Russell 
seven  years  ago  on  the  desirability  of  parliamentary 
controul  over  the  national  resources,  with  objections 
recently  expressed  in  the  Economist  to  such  resources 
being  perpetually  under  discussion,  he  said  that  he 
differed  with  the  latter  authority  ;  and  though,  in 
conformity  with  precedent,  he  had  proposed  to  renew 
the  income  tax  for  three  years,  still,  if  the  choice  were 
between  seven  years  and  one,  he  should  prefer  the 
latter.     Then,   as  to  the  assessment   of   the  tax.     He 
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entered  into  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  had 

dictated  the  assessment  proposed  by  the  late  government, 
and  the  revision  of  taxation,  which  he  said,  had  been 
undertaken  with  the  avowed  view  of  relieving  the 
laud,  which  was  unduly  pressed.  This  could  not  be 
done  without  the  income  tax  ;  and  he  had  at  the  time 
explained  to  the  commercial  world  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  real  and  precarious  income,  and  he  believed 
that  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  house  who  was  not 
shocked  "at  the  diffei-ence  between  the  two  schemes ; 
and  on  this  he  would  appeal  to  every  man's  brain  and 
heart.  Introducing  an  illustration,  with  calculations, 
to  show  the  injustice  of  the  system  the  committee  was 
now  asked  to  support,  he  said  he  had  made  the  difference 
of  assessment  in  his  schedules  not  as  a  complete 
arrangement,  but  as  a  principle  of  conciliation.  He  did 
not  think  the  incidence  of  the  tax  would  terminate  with 
the  seven  years,  because  the  spirit  of  the  times,  which 
demanded  remissions  of  duties,  was  hostile  to  its 
abolition,  and  because  the  character  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
induced  him  to  believe  that,  though  so  conscientious 
that  he  would  certainly  resign  office,  if  he  held  it  in 
1860,  sooner  than  propose  a  renewal  of  the  tax, 
however  necessary,  'yet  that  then,  as  in  other  cases, 
he  would  rise  below  the  gangway,  and  recommend  its 
renewal,  sacrificing  himself  to  save  his  country.  His 
own  opinion  was  that  the  tax  should  be  renewed  for  a 
very  limited  time,  with  such  a  mitigatory  character  as 
could  be  contrived,  and  that  we  should  apply  our 
surplus  and  accruing  income,  as  it  was  received,  to  the 
reduction  of  an  impost  no  minister  could  manage,  and 
no  people  could  long  endure.  He  then  proceeded  to  the 
extension  of  the  tax  to  Ireland.  He  saw  no 'connection 
between  the  tax  and  the  annuities,  and  thought  it 
most  unwise  and  impolitic  to  mix  up  the  imperial 
and  the  local  imposts.  Denying  that  any  "compact" 
existed  between  himself  and  any  Irish  members,  he 
said  that  the  late  government  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  tax  should  not  be  extended  to  the  land  of 
Ireland,  and  that  he  had  been  prepared  with  a  measure 
on  the  annuities — not  that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — but  one  which  would  have  given  satisfaction. 
He  then  remarked  that  the  whole  financial  policy  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  conceived  in 
a  spirit  of  injustice  to  the  land.  lie  argued  that  a 
quarter  of  the  revenue  of  the  kingdom  was  derived 
from  a  single  crop  of  the  British  farmer,  but  now  more 
than  100  per  cent,  was  to  be  taken  off  tea,  which  was  to 
be  brought  into  increased  competition  with  articles 
of  his  production  which  paid  230  per  ceut.  Jokes  might 
be  made  about  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  beer  going 
into  the  brewer's  pocket,  and  maudlin  philanthropists 
might  denounce  dram-drinking ;  but  jokes  and  philan- 
thropists would  be  baffled  by  the 'principles  of  political 
economy.  Twelve  millions  could  not  be  raised  from  a 
producer  without  restricting  his  trade  and  commerce. 
His  competition  ought  to  be  really  unrestricted.  But 
the  government  proposed  to  lay  another  half  million 
upon  him.  The  same  policy  was  pursued  as  regarded 
direct  taxation.  As  regards  the  legacy  duty,  it  would 
have  to  be  considered  whether  it  was  a  just  tax,  whether 
it  was  adapted  to  the  country,  and  what  were  the  data 
for  estimating  its  produce  and  the  machinery  by  which 
it  was  to  be  raised.  He  believed  the  whole  principle  of 
succession  taxes  unsound,  especially  as  to  land,  because 
they  led  to  a  partition.  At  all  events,  here  was  a  new 
burden  on  land,  and  another  proof  of  the  spirit  of 
injustice  thereto  in  which  this  budget  was  conceived. 
Yet  the  minister  who  had  devised  it  had  been  the  first 
minister  who  had  spoken  of  the  load  of  taxation  under 
•which  real  property  lay.  This  was  to  be  acknowledged 
hut  not  relieved,  nay,  the  very  tax  was  to  be  added,  the 
absence  of  which  used  to  be  cited  as  the  compensation  to 
the  landowner  for  his  burdens.  He  reminded  Lord  J. 
Russell  of  his  having  denounced  Sir  R.  Peel's  income 
tax,  and  having  advised  him  to  raise  his  revenue  by  a 
legacy  duty  on  land.  Now  he  had  given  them  that 
duty  and  an  income  tax  too.  After  a  similar  allusion  to 
Ireland  and  the  spirit  duties,  he  exclaimed,  "  Strange, 
that  from  a  ministry  of  all  the  talents,  the  two  countries 
should  receive  such  accumulated  blessings  !  "  He  then 
animadverted  upon  the  proposed  system  of  licenses, 
declaring  that  those  to   be  subjected   to  them   would 
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these,  it  was  said,  were  to  be  given  up,  in  consequence 
of  certain  representations  ;  and  enlarging  on  this  state- 
ment, he  depicted  the  minister  trembling  in  the  presence 
of  delegates,  and  dwelt  upon  the  fearful  danger  of 
allowing  certain  classes  to  use  their  electoral  power  to 
free  themselves  from  taxation.  He  saw  no  difference  in 
matters  of  finance  between  a  privileged  noble  and  a 
privileged  tobacconist.  But  when  the  representatives 
of  the  land  waited  upon  the  government,  they  were  met 
with  taunts  and  jeers.  Introducing  an  episodical  allusion 
to  the  history  of  the  8s.  duty,  as  so  often  referred  to  by 
Lord  J.  Russell  as  what  should  have  been  accepted  by 
the  land  party,  he  told  his  lordship  that,  being  now  in 
a  subordinate  oftice  under  a  subordinate  officer  of  Sir 
R.  Peel,  it  was  time  his  scoffs  should  cease.  Next, 
adverting  to  the  contest  between  town  and  country  as 
one  he  hoped  was  at  an  end,  he  argued  that  the  strength 
of  the  nation  arose,  not  from  its  manufactures,  but  from 
its  character,  which  sprang  from  its  land  ;  and  he  asked 
why  the  representatives  of  large  towns  should  be  hostile 
to  it  ?  He  concluded  a  speech  of  two  hours  and  a 
quarter  by  counselling  those  parties  not  to  persevere  in 
an  illusory  progress,  for  it  would  end  in  changing  a  first- 
rate  kingdom  into  a  second-rate  republic. — Lord  J. 
Russell,  adverted  to  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which 
accompanied  each  renewal  of  the  income  tax,  and  which 
disturbed  and  shook  our  whole  financial  system.  He 
then  briefly  recapitulated  the  principal  advantages  of 
the  government  scheme,  and  remarked  upon  the  incon- 
sistency between  the  amendment  and  the  mode  in  which 
the  scheme  had  been  met  in  the  debate.  The  advocates 
of  the  land  did  not  seek  to  have  one  tax  taken  off,  or  to 
resist  one  new  burden,  but  because  land  bore  a  heavier 
tax  than  trade,  the  former  was  to  bear  the  same  tax  as 
then,  and  the  latter  one  somewhat  lower.  Since  Mar- 
mont  marched  his  army,  which  thought  it  was  going  to 
fight  for  the  Emperor,  into  the  midst  of  the  Prussian 
and  Austrian  forces,  there  had  been  no  such  military 
move  as  that  of  Mr.  Disraeli.  Lord  John  then  applied 
himself  to  the  argument  for  altering  the  income  tax,  and 
urged  the  great  oljjeotion,  that  of  admitting  the  principle 
of  alteration,  which  would  finally  lead  to  breaking  up 
the  tax.  He  adverted  to  the  scheme  for  separately 
taxing  the  fundholder,  whose  real  security  lay  in  his 
being  taxed  with  the  rest  of  tlie  community,  a  scheme 
he  had  regarded  with  great  apprehension.  He  remarked 
that  Mr.  Disraeli,  when  in  office,  should  have  respected 
the  precedent  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  and  his  own  position,  and  have  made  him- 
self master  of  every  detail  of  his  own  scheme,  before  he 
came  down  to  the  house  with  it.  Briefly  meeting  some 
of  the  other  objections,  he  adverted  to  the  case  of 
Ireland,  and  reminded  Mr.  Disraeli  that  he  had  himself 
actually  voted  for  imposing  the  income  tax  on  Ireland 
at  a  time  when  she  was  less  able  to  bear  it  than  now— 
rather  a  remarkable  case  of  inconsistency.  He  showed 
that  Ireland,  under  the  government  scheme,  would  be 
relieved  of  070,000?.  a-year,  and  charged  with  258,000;., 
so  that  slie  would  gain  412, 000?.  ;  but  he  did  not  look 
so  much  to  mere  figures,  or  to  the  immediate  effect  on 
taxation,  as  to  tlie  question  of  relief  to  the  consumer, 
and  especially  to  the  poor  consumer,  who  would  be 
largely  benefited.  He  referred  to  his  own  former 
course  in  regard  to  the  income  tax  and  otherwise, 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Disraeli,  and  frankly  admitted  that 
the  course  parliament  had  taken  had  been  in  bis 
judgment  more  beneficial  than  that  he  had  himself 
recommended.  In  reference  to  the  legacy  duty,  he 
said  that  great  exaggerations  had  been  indulged  in,  that 
instead  of  2,000,000^.  being  thrown  upon  the  land,  about 
500,000^.,  or  at  most  700,000^.,  would  be  imposed,  and 
by  the  time  that  duty  came  into  full  play,  the  income 
tax  would  be  largely  reduced.  Then,  in  alluding  to  the  j 
remission  of  imposts,  he  urged  that  the  house  could  not  I 
more  worthily  do  its  duty  than  in  attending  to  the  i 
happiness  of  the  people,  by  which  means  a  democracy 
was  I'endcred  conservative.  No  undue  favour  should 
be  shown  to  any  portion  of  the  people,  but  a  just  course 
should  he  adopted  with  regard  to  all.  He  concluded  by 
an  eulogium  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who,  he  hoped,  would  find  his  reward  for  many  laborious  ■ 
days  in  the  support  of  the  house,  and  the  gratitude  of  J 
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an  admiring  country. — The  committee  divided,  and  the 
numbers  were — for  the  amendment,  252  ;  against  it, 
323 ;  majority  for  government,  71. 

On  Tuesday,  May  3,  Mr.  Locke  King  once  more 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  Bill  for  giving  the 
County  Franchise  to  10^.  Voters. — Mr.  T.  S.  Duncombe 
seconded  the  motion. — Lord  John  Russell  represented 
that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  proceed  with  this  bill, 
which  related  to  a  portion  of  a  large  subject  which 
would  have  to  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature.  After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Hume, 
Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  and  Mr.  Hadfield,  Mr.  Locke 
King  withdrew  his  motion. 

Sir  J.  Shelley  called  attention  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Chatham  Election  Commiltee,  and  to  its  resolution, 
that  it  had  been  proved  that  one  Greathead,  an  elector, 
liad  been  bribed  by  a  post-oiRce  situation  obtained  for 
his  son  by  Sir  F.  Smith,  and  moved  that  the  Attorney- 
General  should  be  directed  to  prosecute  Sir  Frederick 
Smith  for  bribery. — Sir  F.  Thesigeb,  at  great  length, 
defended  Sir  F.  Smith,  urging  that  no  case  of  real 
bribery  had  been  made  out,  and  that  Sir  F.  Smith  had 
already  been  sufficiently  punished  in  having  lain  under 
suspicion,  and  having  lost  his  seat  in  parliament.  He 
contended  that  this  was  not  a  case  calling  aloud  for  the 
interposition  of  the  house.- — After  some  observations  by 
Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Buamston,  Mr.  Pellatt,  Mr. 
Nevvdegate,  Mr.  W.  J.  Fox,  and  other  members,  Sir 
J.  Shelley  expressed  his  surprise  that  no  member  of 
the  government  had  condescended  to  rise. — Lord  J. 
Russell  had  not  thought  this  a  case  in  which  the 
opinion  of  the  government  should  sway  the  course  of  the 
liouse.  He  had  received  an  opinion  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  crown  to  the  efl'ect  that  there  were  grounds  for  a 
prosecution,  though  they  would  not  answer  for  a  con- 
viction. He  animadverted  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
committee  (members  of  which  had  spoken  against  the 
motion),  and  said  they  either  ought  not  to  have  con- 
curred in  such  a  report  as  they  had  made,  or  ought  to 
have  concurred  in  recommending  a  prosecution.  The 
house  was  placed  in  a  most  difficult  position.  Under 
the  circumstances  the  house  might,  perhaps,  in 
accox-dance  witli  the  desire  of  the  committee,  refrain 
from  prosecution,  but  in  that  case  he  must  abstain  from 
supporting  any  further  prosecutions. — Mr.  S.  Woutley 
said  that  this  prosecution  would  be  received  out  of 
doors  as  a  mere  vindictive  proceeding,  and  did  not 
thinli  that  with  the  evidence  before  them  a  conviction 
was  possible,  unless  Sir  F.  Smith's  examination  were 
used,  a  course  which  would  be  contrary  to  all  English 
judicial  habits. — The  Solicitor-General  said  that 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  had  been  carefully 
guarded,  and  he  warned  the  house  against  sitting  in 
judgment  on  their  own  committee. — Mr.  H.  Drummoxd, 
in  a  strain  of  sarcasm,  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  House 
of  Commons  proceeding  against  Sir  F.  Smith.  When 
the  house,  he  said,  was  urged  to  institute  a  criminal 
proceeding  against  a  meritorious  officer  and  a  member 
of  their  own  body — when  they  were  all  called  upon  to 
take  up  stones  against  Sir  F.  Smith,  he  should  like  to 
enquire  where  was  the  man  who  could  say  "  I  am 
without  sin  !  " — After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Hume, 
Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Muntz,  and  Sir  T.  D.  Acl.and,  the 
motion  was  rejected  by  188  against  78. 

On  Weilnesday,  INlay  4,  Mr.  Hadfield  having  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Probate  of  Wills  and  Grants 
of  Administration  Bill,  a.  short  discussion  arose  as  to  the 
expediency  of  proceeding  with  the  bill,  the  solicitor- 
general  having  announced  that  a  bill  was  in  preparation, 
embracing  the  whole  testamentary  jurisdiction,  which 
would  be  introduced  by  the  government  after  the  com- 
missioners had  made  their  report, — Lord  John  Russell 
did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  reject  this  bill,  though 
only  a  partial  measure,  at  its  present  stage,  before  the 
house  saw  the  government  plan,  which  might  be  modified 
by  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  He  should  not, 
therefore,  object  to  the  second  reading,  it  being  fully 
understood  that  it  was  not  intended  at  present  to  go 
seriously  into  committee  upon  the  hill. — Ultimately,  the 
bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  H.  Halford,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Payment  of  Wages  Bill,  explained  its  object,  which  was, 
he  said,  to  bring  within  the  scope  of  the  existing  law, 


certain  practices  contrary  to  its  spirit,  and  which  by  an 
unfortunate  construction  of  its  letter,  had  been  exempted 
from  its  operation.— Mr.  Whalley,  Mr.  Cheetham,  Mr. 
MuNTz,  and  Mr.  Heyworth,  spoke  more  or  less  adversely 
to  the  bill,  and  Colonel  Blair  in  its  favour.  Upon  a 
division,  the  amendment  was  carried  by  186  against  125; 
so  the  bill  was  lost. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Combination  of  Worktnen 
Bill  was  opposed  by  the  Solicitor-General,  who  said 
the  bill  was  not  what  it  was  represented  to  bo — a  decla- 
ratory law  ;  and  moved  to  defer  the  third  reading  for 
six  months.— Mr.  G.  M.  Butt  likewise  opposed  the" bill, 
as  unnecessary.— Mr.  Drummond,  who  had  charge  of 
the  bill,  said  this  was  really  only  an  explanatory  act,  in 
order  to  set  at  rest  a  question  respecting  which  there  was 
a  conflict  of  opinion. — Lord  Palmekston  insisted  that 
it  was  not  merely  an  explanatory  law,  but  went  to  repeal 
a  portion  of  the  6th  of  George  IV.— Mr.  M.  Chambers, 
in  support  of  the  bill,  contended  that  there  was  a  conflict 
of  opinion  between  two  judges,  and  that,  whether  decla- 
ratory or  not,  the  bill  settled  the  construction  of  the  law. 
—Mr.  T.  Buncombe  complained  that  the  opposition 
should  have  been  reserved  iintil  the  last  stage  of  the 
bill,  which  he  defended.  After  some  further  discussion, 
the  house  adjourned. 

On  Thursday,  May  5,  Mr.  T.  Buncombe  inquired 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  government  to 
proceed  with  the  Information  against  Mr.  Hale,  the 
Manufacturer  of  the  Patent  War-rocket.  He  prefaced 
bis  question  with  some  playful  animadversions  upon 
what  he  termed  an  absurd  and  ridiculous  state  prosecu- 
tion, upon  political  grounds,  under  an  old  fire-work  act, 
and  inveighed  against  it  as  an  unworthy  course  for  the 
British  government  to  take,  which  he  endeavoured, 
apparently,  to  trace  to  a  desire  to  gratify  foreign  powers. 
— Lord  Palmeeston  replied  in  a  jocular  strain,  which 
produced  much  laughter ;  but  his  defence  was  sub- 
stantially this.  He  had  never  disguised  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  thouglit  it  his  duty  to  institute  a  pro- 
secution. It  was  not  because  a  man  had  57  lb.  of 
gunpowder  in  his  possession,  or  was  making  rockets  for 
an  ordinary  purpose  ;  but  when  he  (Lord  Palmerston) 
was  informed  that  here  was  a  great  collection  of  war- 
like materials,  accumulating  in  an  out-of-the-way  place, 
under  circumstances  of  secresy,  and  connected  with 
other  circumstances  which  tended  to  show  that  there 
was  a  purpose,  the  object  of  which  was  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  country,  and  not  the  ordinary  and  legiti- 
mate interests  of  commerce,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  inquire 
whether  these  proceedings  were  or  were  not  contrarj'  to 
law.  Lord  Palmerston  added  that,  being  informed  that 
they  were  contrary  to  law,  he  should  have  forfeited  his 
duty  if  he  had  taken  no  step  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  In 
doing  this,  he  had  consulted  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
this  country.  He  had,  iiowever,  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  government  had  no  desire  to  press  hardly  upon 
Mr.  Hale,  and  that  the  evidence  they  had  did  not  bear 
out  or  justify  proceedings  against  any  other  persons, 
British  or  foreign.  Upon  general  principles,  he  held  it 
to  be  objectionable  for  the  government  to  abandon 
a  proceeding  once  commenced  against  an  individual; 
and  the  objection  would  be  much  stronger  in  this  case. 
He  was,  therefore,  advised  that  the  proceedings  against 
Mr.  Hale  should  not  be  stopped  until  the  judgment  of 
a  competent  court  had  been  obtained  on  the  law  of  the 
case. — Lord  D.  Stuart  denounced  the  statements  made 
with  the  view  of  implicating  M.  Kossuth  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, as  upon  Lord  Palmerston's  tardy  declaration, 
baseless  fabrications  and  unfounded  calumnies.— Mr. 
Bright  inquired  whether  policemen  had  been  employed 
to  watch  M.  Kossuth's  house  ;  if  so,  whether  it  was 
done  with  the  authority  of  the  Home  Office,  and 
whether  the  expense  was  defrayed  by  the  govern- 
ment, or  out  of  the  metropolitan  rates,  or  by  the 
Austrian  Government  or  the  Austrian  Embassy  ?— Lord 
Palmerston  replied  that  the  expense  of  our  police 
was  borne  by  this  country,  and  that  it  was  their  duty, 
if  they  had  reason  to  think  that  persons  were  engaged 
in  proceedings  contrary  to  law,  to  inform  the  govern- 
ment ;  but  that  he  had  given  no  speci.al  directions  to 
them  regarding  M.  Kossuth. — Mr.  Cobden  asked 
whether  there  had  been  any  communications  between 
the  Home  Office  and  the  police  with  reference  to  any 
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proceedings  taken  to  watch  the  premises  of  M. 
Kossuth  ? — Lord  J.  Russell  said,  the  rule  to  be  ob- 
served with  reference  to  refugees  was  founded  upon  the 
law  of  England  and  the  great  international  law  of 
Europe,  according  to  which,  while  they  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  this  country  and  were  safe  under  the 
shelter  of  its  law,  they  ought  not  to  abuse  that  hospitality 
by  making  war  against  other  states  in  peace  and  alliance 
with  England.  M.  Kossuth,  respecting  whose  conduct 
there  were  two  opinions,  was  bound  sciupulously  to 
obey  the  law  of  this  country,  and  not  to  involve  her  in 
a  quarrel  with  its  neighbours.  But  it  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  suspicions  should  be  raised  after  the 
publication  of  his  proclamation,  proclaiming  the  duty  of 
insurrection — a  most  imprudent  and  unjustifiable  act ; 
and  after  the  letter  which  had  been  read  in  that  house, 
expressing  a  determination  to  wage  war  with  the 
Sovereign  of  Hungary,  a  prince  in  amity  with  this 
country.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  not  unreasonable  for  the  police,  whose  duty  it  was 
from  time  to  time  to  make  reports  to  tlie  government, 
to  believe  that  a  crime  was  meditated.  The  communi- 
cations from  Austria  are  not  of  the  nature  of  demands, 
applications,  or  requirements  ;  at  the  same  time  that 
government  had  stated  that  they  felt  aggrieved  by  pro- 
ceedings carried  on  by  refugees  residing  in  this  country. 
— After  a  few  remarks  by  Sir  J.  Walmslet,  the  dis- 
cussion terminated. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  Budget  was  then 
resumed,  when  Mr.  L.4.'\vless  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  effect  that  Ireland  should  continue  to  be  exempted 
from  the  income  tax.  Wr.  Duffy  vehemently  opposed 
the  extension  of  it  to  Ireland.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
some  few  Irish  members  had  voted  in  favour  of  that 
measure  from  conscientious  grounds.  But  (he  procee- 
ded) short  as  my  experience  in  this  house  has  been,  I 
must  say  I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  worst  days  of  the 
Walpoles  or  the  Pelhams  more  scandalous  corruption 
existed  than  I  have  seen  practised  under  my  own  eye  in 
corrupting  Irish  members.  This  remark  produced 
confusion,  and  loud  cries  of  "Name,  name!" — Mr.  J. 
Bali,  moved  that  these  words  be  taken  down. — Lord  J. 
Russell  observed  that  if  Mr.  DuflFy  meant  to  refer  to 
any  members  he  ought  to  name  them.  If  he  was  ready, 
with  the  Speaker  in  the  chair,  to  charge  any  Irish 
members  individually,  with  the  corruption  with  which 
he  had  charged  them  generally,  he  should  not  refuse  to 
TOte  that  the  words  be  taken  down  ;  otherwise  it  would 
be  better  to  treat  words,  which  Mr.  Duffy  was  unable 
to  prove,  with  contempt. — A  warm  discussion  ensued, 
after  which  Mr.  Duffy  having  declineci  to  retract  his 
words,  they  were  taken  down,  and  the  chairman  being 
ordered  to  report  progress,  the  house  resumed,  when 
the  occurrence  was  reported  to  the  Speaker,  who 
inquired  of  Mr.  Duffy  whether  he  had  any  explanation 
to  offer  or  would  retract  his  words.  Mr.  Duffy  declined 
either  alternative,  and  was  directed  to  withdraw. — 
Lord  J.  Russell  thought  that,  under  the  circumstances 
the  ulterior  proceedings  ought  not  to  be  suggested  by 
any  member  of  the  government — Mr.  Disr,\eli 
proposed  that  Mr.  Duffy  should  be  called  in  and 
desired  to  state  the  names  of  the  members  whom  he 
Considered  the  government  had  practised  upon  in  a 
corrupt  manner. — Mr.  S.  Woktley  moved  that  the 
words  reported  to  the  house  be  taken  into  consideration 
next  day .^ Lord  J.  Russell  thought  this  the  prefer- 
able Course;  and  after  some  further  debate,  amid  many 
manifestations  of  impatience,  the  proposition  was  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  Dufl'y  was  ordered  to  attend  in  his  place 
next  day. 

On  I'riday,  May  6,  the  house  was  crowded  in  every 
part  to  witness  the  sequel  of  Mr.  Diiffifs  Affair.  The 
Speaker  having  called  upon  him  to  retract-  or  explain 
his  words  uttered  on  the  preceding  night,  he  said  that 
he  should  have  explained  on  the  jirevious  evening  had 
he  not  been  interrupted.  What  he  meant  to  say  was 
that  in  the  time  of  Sir  Robert  Walpule  and  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle  men  had  been  induced  to  abandon 
solemn  and  circumstantial  pledges,  in  order  to  accept 
place  ;  he  charged  certain  Irish  Members  with  doing  so, 
and  that  he  called  corruption.  If  lie  had  broken  the 
rules  of  the  house,  he  regretted  it. —Lord  John 
Russell    observed    that    this    was    a    very    different 


description  of  charge  from  that  implied  on  Thursday. 
It  was  not  a  charge  of  corruption  by  money,  and  there- 
fore it  was  different  from  the  corruption  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole's  time.  It  was  a  matter  of  opinion;  and  he 
did  not  think  that  the  Irish  members  in  question  or 
the  ministers  need  fear  any  amount  of  discussion  on  the 
subject.  He  did  not  think  the  house  need  pri>ceed  any 
farther. — In  reply  to  Mr.  John  Ball,  Mr.  Duffy  said 
that  he  did  not  connect  his  statement  of  the  previous 
night  with  the  division  on  Monday. —  Mr.  Ball  was 
satisfied  ;  and,  amid  considerable  laughter,  the  house 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day.- — Sliortly  afterwards 
the  house  went  into  committee  ;  and  Mr.  Bouverie, 
the  chairman,  put  the  question  on  Mr.  Lawless's 
amendment ;  which  was  negatived  by  2S6  to  61.  Other 
amendments  were  moved — by  Mr.  Fitzgep^ald  to 
exempt  trades  and  professions  in  Ireland,  and  by  Dr. 
MiCHELL,  altering  the  rates  of  poundage  on  incomes 
derived  from  trade ;  but  the  former  was  negatived 
without  a  division,  and  the  latter  withdrawn.  The 
business  of  the  evening  was  much  interrupted  by  hot 
altercations,  originating  in  trifles,  and  ending  in 
nothing. 

On  Monday,  May  9th,  there  was  another  confused 
altercation  respecting  the  alleged  Promise  made  by 
the  Whig  and  Peelite  Party  to  the  Irish  Members, 
that  if  they  would  assist  in  turning  out  the  late  govern- 
ment, the  present  government  would  not  extend  the 
income-tax  to  Ireland.  The  subject  was  started  by 
Mr.  Ball,  who  put  a  question  respecting  it  to  Captain 
Magan. — Captain  Mag.\n  thought  he  had  been  unfairly 
treated  in  having  had  no  notice  of  the  question,  but 
Mr.  Ball  was  completely  mistaken  in  everything  he  had 
stated. — Lord  J.  Russell  said  that,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  there  never  was  any  person 
authorised  by  the  Whig  party  to  make  any  such  com- 
pact or  proposal. — Colonel  Dunne  thought  the  Irish 
members  had  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  in  the  matter, 
and  complained  of  the  way  in  which  the  Irish  members 
had  been  spoken  of  in  newspapers  under  the  influence 
of  the  government. — Mr.  Moore,  having  heard  the 
name  of  the  accredited  agent  in  question,  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  going  to  the  point  at  once,  and  asking  Mr. 
Hayter  if  he  was  the  man  ? — Mr.  Hayter  having 
pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  bringing  on  the  subject 
without  previous  notice,  declared  that  he  never  was 
authorised  by  any  person,  or  by  any  body  of  persons, 
to  make  any  such  communication  to  any  person  or 
any  party,  nor  did  he  ever  attend  any  meeting  of  Irish 
members  for  such  a  purpose.  He  never  stated  to  any 
person  that  he  was  authorised  to  stipulate  that  any  , 
government  which  might  succeed  that  of  Lord  Derby 
would  undertake  not  to  impose  the  income  tax  on 
Ireland. — Capteiin  Magan  explained,  to  the  great 
amusement  of  the  house,  that  he  had  referred  to  three 
private  Irish  members,  whom,  however,  he  declined 
to  name. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
imposing  the  Income  Tax.- — Mr.  Palmer  moved  as  an 
amendment,  after  the  words  "  for  every  twenty  shillings 
of  the  annual  value  or  amount  thereof,"  to  insert  "  such 
annual  value  of  any  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments, 
being  the  net  annual  value  thereof,  after  due  allowance 
made  for  repairs,  insurance,  and  management."  He 
dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  giving  greater  relief  to  the 
land  than  was  provided  by  the  budget  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  defended  his  proposal  as  an  act 
of  justice  to  the  landed  interest.  In  order  to  arrive  at 
the  real  income  of  the  property,  it  was  only  fair  to 
deduct  the  charges  for  repairs,  insurance,  and  manage- 
ment; and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  his 
alile  statement,  had  estimated  the  burden  of  them  at 
IG  per  cent;  thus,  in  fact,  making  real  property  at 
present  pay  9rf.  in  the  pound,  whilst  it  was  professedly 
charged  only  Id. — After  a  number  of  observations  from 
various  members,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
observed  that  the  adopti<ni  of  the  amendment  would 
involve  in  inextricable  confusion  the  apportionment 
of  a  tax  which,  unless  they  kept  its  details  within 
hounds,  was  absolutely  unmaniigeable.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
intended   to    adhere   to    his   policy   of  December    last, 
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but  on  that  occasion  he  had  announced  a  duty  on 
successions,  whilst  he  held  out  It-ss  prospect  of  removing 
the  income  tax  than  the  present  government.  By  the 
immediate  huancial  impact  of  the  present  proposition, 
the  Exchequer  would  be  deprived  of  a  sum  of  450,000^. 
It  would  lireak  up  the  income  tax,  and  with  it  the 
whole  hnancial  plan,  which  ministers  projiosed  with 
the  view  of  placing  the  iinances  of  the  country  on  a 
secure  footing,  of  maintaining  public  credit,  and  of 
doing  justice  between  one  class  and  another. — Mr. 
BitjiiAELl  defended  the  financial  propositions  of  tho 
late  government,  and  endeavoui'ed  to  show  that  ministers 
had  fallen  into  great  inconsistency  iu  admitting  that 
land  was  at  present  taxed  2d.  a  pound  higher  than 
other  property,  and  yet  proposing  a  now  tax  on  it 
calculated  to  produce  2,000, 000^.  With  reference  to 
the  present  amendment,  this  vei-y  plan  of  assessing  the 
income  tax  on  the  net  instead  of  the  gross  income,  had 
been  recommended  in  the  strongest  terms  by  the  right 
honourable  baronet  the  Fii-st  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
— Lord  J.  Russell  contended  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  had  taken  up  an  entirely  ditl'erent  principle 
from  that  which  he  inculcated  in  last  December,  and 
even  on  last  Mondaj',  he  having  then  aimed  at  esta- 
blishing a  distinction  between  permanent  and  precarious 
incomes,  whilst  he  now  said  that  the  holders  of  per- 
manent incomes  should  have  their  burdens  still  further 
lightened,  and  those  of  precarious  incomes  not  at  all. 
The  proposition  would  aggravate  the  existing  inequality 
for  trades  and  professions,  by  creating  a  new  inequality 
for  laud.  It  was  evident  that  these  great  financial 
questions  were  treated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
if  not  with  exclusively  party  views,  yet  with  such  levity 
and  caprice  that  the  house  and  the  country  could  not 
rely  on  any  plan  coming  from  him.  Looking  at  this 
shifting  of  ground,  he  was  inclined  to  ask,  with  an 
e.xpression  perhaps  somewhat  vulgar  if  it  had  not  been 
ennobled  by  the   authority  that  used  it,  under  which 


thimlde   is  the 


pea  r 


-Lord  J.  Manneus    argued  that 


the   former   government   would   have    done  justice   to 


Mr.  Frewcn,  Mr.  Newdegate,  Sir  John  Tyrell,  and  Sir 
Robert  Inglis. — Mr.  Drummond  and  Mr.  Whiteside 
spoke  in  favour  of  some  measure  of  the  kind,  but 
thought  this  bill  would  not  eft'ect  the  object  aimed  at. 
Iu  opposition  to  the  motion  were  Mr.  Sergeant  Murphy, 
Lord  John  Russell,  Mr.  Lucas,  Lord  Edward  Howard, 
and  Mr.  Eagan.  It  was  contended  that  nuns  are  not 
prevented  from  seeing  their  friends;  that  conventual 
establishments  are  very  useful ;  and  that  if  tlie  measure 
passed  the  female  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  would 
throw  themselves  on  the  protection  of  France.  Lord 
John  Russell  regretted  that  the  question  had  been 
brought  before  the  house.  Two  years  ago,  the  house 
objected  to  a  bill  on  the  same  subject;  and  there 
ought  to  be  very  strong  grounds  indeed  for  again 
introducing  it.  Is  there  any  class  of  persons  to  whom 
the  ordinary  laws  alibrd  insufficient  protection  ?  if  so, 
then  not  only  for  them,  but  for  all  classes  should  greater 
securities  be  provided.  Let  xis  see  tlie  special  case 
made  out.  There  are  certain  ladies  living  iu  com- 
munities, many  of  whom  entered  them  in  a  spirit  of 
sincere  and  deep  devotion  ;  there  are  others  who  preside 
over  large  institutions  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
young  girls;  and  others  who  visit  the  sick.  Now  he 
was  not  asked  whether  he  approved  of  these  institutions ; 
but  he  was  asked  to  put  special  restrictions  on  them, 
and  especially  examine  their  houses,  and  find  out  who 
are  discontented.  But  the  only  law  that  could  prevent 
that  state  of  things  would  be  a  law  forbidding  the 
existence  of  convents  altogether;  because  if  you  went  to 
release  a  discontented  nun,  you  would  probably  find 
that  it  was  not  locks  and  manacles  that  detained  her, 
but  her  sense  of  the  obligation  of  her  sacred  promise. 
Lord  John  threw  discredit  upon  the  anonymous  stories 
told  re.-pecting  forcible  detention  ;  and  was  disposed  to 
think  that  had  the  evil  existed,  the  Roman  Catholic 
gentlemen  would  come  forward  and  demand  a  remedy. 
■ — Lord  Edward  Hdvvakd,  alluding  to  one  who  was  at 
least  nearest  and  dearest  to  himself — [Miss  Talbot,  w  hoin 
he   married] — with    an   indignant  exclamati'ju   against 


trades  and  professions  if  their  plan  had  been  adopted,  j  such  private  afi'airs  being  dragged  before  the  public — 
and  the  present  amendment  would  efi'ect  the  same  j  pointed  to  the  result  of  Miss  Talbot's  case  as  showing 
end,  operating  in  another  direction.     Upon  a  division    the  liberty  enjoyed  by  ladies  residing  in  convents, — On 


the  amendment  was  negatived  by  276  against  201, 

On  Tuesday,  May  10,  Mr.  Aglionby  reported,  from 
the  Plymouth  Election  Committee,  that  Mr.  Collier  had 
been  duly  elected  to  represent  that  borough  at  the  last 
election  ;  that  Mr.  Mare  was  not  duly  elected,  and  that 
the  election  was  void  so  far  as  regarded  his  return  ; 
that  it  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee 
that  Mr.  Mare  had,  by  himself  and  his  agents,  been 
guilty  of  bribery  at  the  last  election  for  the  borough,  by 
promising  employment  and  situations  to  electors,  with  a 
view  to  influence  their  votes  ;  that  sundry  electors  had 
been  thus  bribed ;  and  that  the  petition  against  the 
return  of  Mr.  Collier  was  frivolous  and  vexatious. 

Mr.  Thomas  Chambers  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  facilitate  the  Recovery  of  Personal  Liberty  in 
the  case  of  Persons  Confined  in  Is' unnories  and  other 
Monastic  Establishments.  These  establishments,  he 
said,  are  rapidly  increasing  in  England  and  Wales ; 
there  are  now  seventy-five  nunneries  within  those 
limits ;  and  there  is  an  impression  that  the  law  does 
not  suftieiently  protect  those  who  may  be  induced  to 
enter  them,  but  may  afterwards  grow  discontented  and 
desire  to  quit  them.  He  desired  to  give  the  Home 
Secretary  power  to  appoint  an  inspecior  to  visit  any 
nunnery  where  there  may  be  reasonable  grounds  for 
believing  any  woman  is  confined  against  her  will, 
and  in  that  case  power  to  sue  out  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus.  Mr.  Chambers  pointed  out,  that  lunatics, 
sailor  boys,  and  parish  apprentices,  are  so  protected  ; 
and  that  in  carrying  out  the  Excise-laws,  oihcei's  are 
empowered  to  eater  any  house  where  they  snn  11  a  box 
of  cigars  or  spy  a  pound  of  pigtail  through  the  keyhole. 
As  things  now  stand,  a  nun  is  practically  out  of  the 
pale  of  the  constitution,  and  without  means  of  redress. 
Power  of  government  control  exists  in  Prussia,  Russia, 
Austria,  Bavaria,  and  France.  Mr.  Chambers  said  his 
object  was  not  to  invade  religious  liberty  but  to  protect 
civil  liberty. — Mr.  Craven  Bbkkeley  seconded  the 
motion  ;  and  alluded  to  his  own  experience  in  the  case 
of  Miss  Talbot. — The  motion  was  further  supported  by 


a  division,  there  were — For  the  motion,  138  ;  ngainst  it, 
115;  majority,  23.  Thus  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Bentinck  moved  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  under  which  the  petitions  against 
the  lieturn  of  Mr.  Atherton  and  Mr.  Grainger  for  the 
City  of  DurJiam  had  been  withdrawn,  detailing,  in 
support  of  the  motion,  particulars  connected  with  the 
transaction.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  M. 
Chambers,  who  made  a  counter  statement,  and 
contended  that,  while  the  inquiry  would  be  useless  for 
its  professed  object,  it  would  defeat  inquiry  into  the  last 
election.  Alter  a  brief,  but  warm  and  eager  discussion, 
the  house  divided  upon  a  motion  of  Lord  Palmekstox, 
that  the  debate  bo  adjourned  until  the  31st  of  May. 
The  numbers  were : — For  Lord  Palmerston's  motion, 
107,  against  it,  74. 

On  Wednesday,  May  11,  Mr.  G.  Butt  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Elections  Bill.  The  object  was, 
he  said,  to  lessen  the  expenses  at  elections  by  limiting  the 
period  between  the  receipt  of  the  writ  and  the  day  of 
nomination  in  counties  to  not  more  than  ten  days,  or 
less  than  five,  and  in  boroughs  to  six  days.  With 
reference  to  Universities,  he  proposed  the  same  as  for 
counties  ;  and  ho  iurther  proposed  to  limit  the  polling  in 
them  to  five  clear  days,  to  be  included  in  one  week.  The 
bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  CiLVUFOKD  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Sheriffs'  Court  (Scotland)  Bill.  He  said  the  sherifl's' 
courts  in  Scotland  were  akin  to  the  English  county 
courts,  and  tliey  were  free  from  the  absurd  distinctions 
between  law  and  equity.  Latterly,  the  business  had  so 
enormously  increased  that  the  number  of  the  judges  of 
the  sherifl's'  courts  had  been  also  incre;i.sed.  Though 
nominally  appointed  by  the  sherill'  these  judges  were 
really  appointed  by  the'Crown,  and  they  must  be  barris- 
ters of  three  years'  standing.  From  their  decisions  an 
appeal  lay  to  "the  "  sheritt'  depute,"  who  was  only  an  or- 
dinary practising  barrister,  and  therefore  his  decision 
was  no  more  to  be  respected  than  that  of  the  judges  ap- 
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pealed  from  ;  and  sometimes  his  decision  was  given 
without  reading  the  case,  wliich  had  to  be  set  forth  at 
length  in  writing.  Sometimes  the  papers  were  not  even 
read  by  the  sheriff,  a  fact  which  had  been  tested  by  in- 
serting rose  leaves  in  a  brief,  and  when  the  papers  came 
back  to  the  country  the  rose  leaves  were  undisturbed. 
In  another  case,  when  a  brief  was  sent  up  in  a  box, 
called  the  avizandum  box,  the  latter,  on  its  return  to 
the  country,  was  found  to  contain  a  brace  of  grouse  in- 
stead of  the  brief  The  hon  .  member  then  proceeded  to 
detail  the  reforms  which  his  bill  proposed,  amongst 
whicVi  were,  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  double  sheriiis, 
and  reducing  of  appeals  to  questions  of  law,  and  the  par- 
tial introduction  of  juries. — Mr.  Cowen  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. — A  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Evvart,  C.  Bruce,  Hastie,  Blair,  Macgregor,  and  other 
Scotch  members  took  part  — The  Lord  Advocate  con- 
tended that  the  bill  would  only  augment  the  expenses 
and  increase  the  delays  of  litigation.  On  dividing  the 
numbers  were — for  the  second  reading,  58 ;  against  it, 
184.     The  bill  was  therefore  lost. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  County  Rates 
and  Expenditure  Bill. — Mr.  Miles  moved  the  following 
amendment  in  line  17  of  clause  4  :  After  the  word  "of," 
to  omit  all  the  words  to  the  end  of  the  clause,  and  in- 
sert, "  Justices  of  the  Peace  selected  at  the  general 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  in  every  county  of  England 
and  Wales,  not  in  number  more  than  the  unions  which 
exist  in  a  county  formed  either  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  4th  and*  .5th  William  IV.,  chap.  76,  or  the  Act 
22nd  George  III.,  chap.  83,  or  any  single  parish  or 
united  parishes  acting  under  any  local  act,  to  which 
aforesaid  Justices  of  the  Peace  one  person  annually 
elected  from  each  of  the  aforesaid  unions,  parish  or 
parishes  respectively,  shall  be  added."  Considering 
how  small  the  amount  of  the  county  rates  was,  he  really 
thought  that  the  machinery  of  the  bill  was  most  cum- 
brous, and  that  it  was  like  racking  a  principle  to  death. 
— Captain  Scobell  proposed  that  the  magistrates  should 
be  elected  at  quarter  sessions,  instead  of  being  only  se- 
lected. After  some  conversation,  the  chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  the  house  resumed,  Thursday,  the 
19th  May,  being  fixed  for  the  next  committal  of  the 
bill. 

On  Thursday,  May  12,  the  Alleged  Contract  of  the 
Opposition  to  the  Late  Government  with  the  Irish 
Members  became  the  subject  of  another  long  altercation. 
Captain  Mag-^n,  Mr.  Maurice  O'Connell,  Mr.  Fitz- 
stephen  French,  Mr.  Lucas,  and  Mr.  Vincent 
Scully,  explained  on  the  one  side;  Mr.  Hayter  and 
Sir  Charles  Wood  on  the  other.  The  facts  elicited 
seem  to  be  these.  The  Irish  members  held  meetings 
to  determine  their  course  on  the  Budget,  while  the  de- 
bate was  in  progress.  Coming  from  one  of  these,  Mr. 
French  met  Mr.  Hayter  in  the  house,  and  asked  him 
whether  it  was  likely  the  Whigs  would  introduce  the 
income  tax  into  Ireland  if  they  came  into  office.  Mr. 
Hayter  replied,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
leading  Whigs  to  depart  from  the  policy  they  had 
formerly  pursued.  On  the  steps  of  the  Reform  Club, 
Mr.  Maurice  O'Connell  casually  met  Mr.  Hayter,  who 
asked  him  how  he  was  likely  to  vote  on  the  budget. 
"  My  answer  was,"  said  Mr.  O'Connell,  "that  I  had 
never  given  a  Tory  vote  since  I  had  a  seat  in  this 
house,  and  that  I  never  intended  to  do  so."  He  then 
asked  what  were  the  feelings  of  the  Irish  members. 
Mr.  O'Connell  replied,  that  if  they  had  the  assui'ance 
that  the  income-tax  would  not  be  extended  to  Ireland, 
"  that  would  awaken  them."  Mr.  Hayter  referred 
him  to  the  speeches  of  Sir  Charles  Wood  in  1851. 
When  the  next  meeting  of  Irish  members  was  held, 
Mr.  O'Connell  related  this;  and,  it  was  said,  "would 
Sir  Charles  Wood  restate  his  opinions  in  the  house?" 
And  Sir  Charles  Wood  did  icstate  them. — Mr.  Hayter 
could  not  remember  these  hurried  communications,  but 
he  had  no  doubt  they  were  perfectly  true  in  substance  ; 
but  he  denied  that  he  had  said  he  was  "authorised" 
to  make  them. — Sir  Charles  Wood  said  his  share  was 
recorded  in  Hansard.  Under  the  then  circumstances, 
he  thought  Mr.  Disraeli's  proposal  could  not  be  main- 
tained ;  but  the  present  budget  relieves  Ireland  of  heavy 
charges,  and  he  thought  it  not  inconsistent  to  vote  for 


the  extension  of  the  tax  to  Ireland.  There  was  a  great 
disputing  among  the  Irish  members  as  to  whether  Mr. 
O'Connell  had  told  the  meeting  he  was  "  authorised  " 
to  state  that  the  income  tax  would  not  be  extended  to 
Ireland. — Mr.  O'Connell  said  he  had  not.  —  Mr. 
BoWYER  did  not  remember  that  any  statement  at  all 
was  made ;  but  Mr.  Lu^cas  and  Colonel  Greville 
remembered  hearing  the  word.  In  the  course  of  the 
altercation,  Mr.  Malins  called  Captain  Magan  to 
account  for  having  described  Mr.  Hnyter  as  an  "  ac- 
credited agent;"  and  for  putting  forward  erroneous 
statements. — Captain  Magan  cried  out — "  I  have  a 
right  to  consider  any  member  in  whatever  light  I  think 
proper."  He  furtlier  characterised  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Malins  as  "malicious  and  untrue." — The  Speaker 
told  him  he  must  not  use  those  words ;  on  which 
Captain  Magan  withdrew  them,  amid  a  peal  of 
laughter. — The  dispute  seemed  likely  to  continue  all 
the  evening,  but  Sir  Robert  Inglis  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  returning  to  the  public  business. 

The  discussion  on  the  Budget  Resolutions  was  then 
resumed  in  committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Vax- 
SITT.^.RT  moved  that  the  words  "  one-third,"  instead  of 
the  word  "  moiety,"  of  the  annual  value  of  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments  under  occupation  should  be 
inserted,  as  the  basis  of  assessment  for  occupants.  Sir 
Robert  Peel  reduced  the  assessmentof  the  farmers  from 
three-quarters  to  one-half;  and  the  causes  of  that 
reduction  now  exist  in  a  greater  degree.  Practically, 
a  farmer  cannot  go  into  schedule  D,  as  he  seldom  keeps 
accounts  ;  and  his  profits  are  now  less  than  formerly. 
Mr.  Gladstone  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  "yeoman  "  in 
December,  and  justice  was  expected  from  him. — 
Mr.  Gladstone  complimented  Mr.  Vansittart  per- 
sonally, but  did  not  like  his  case.  Farmers  stand  on 
a  more  favourable  footing  than  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  "yeoman"  is  not  asked  to  pay  house-tax, 
and  the  income-tax  does  not  extend  to  incomes  below 
100/.  a  year.  It  he  cannot  go  into  schedule  D,  a  fair 
means  of  assessment  is  allowed  him,  and  he  can  appeal 
to  the  local  commissioners.  If  profits  have  fallen  more 
than  rents,  that  is  only  a  useful  suggestion  to  the  land- 
lords to  let  rents  fall  a  little  more  quickly.  But  prohts 
are  not  so  small  as  they  are  represented.  Upon  an 
assessment  of  33,000/.,  the  amount  of  relief  claimed  was 
5000/.  or  GOOD/.,  of  which  only  3419/.  was  allowed.— 
A  very  dull  debate  ensued,  sustained  on  behalf  of  the 
amendment  by  Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly,  Mr.  Bankes,  and 
others  ;  while  against  it  were  Mr.  Bright  and  Sir  John 
Shelley.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  asserted, 
and  not  denied,  that  farming  is  now  more  profitable 
than  any  trade  in  the  Cfmntry, — The  committee  divided 
— For  the  amendment,  GO  ;  against  it,  120  ;  the  original 
resolution  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

When  the  Resolution  on  the  Legacy  Duties  was  about 
to  be  read  from  the  chair,  Mr.  Gladstone  explained 
the  plan  ;  previously  reading  the  resolution,  as  follows; 
— "  That,  towards  raising  the  supply  granted  to  her 
Majesty,  the  stamp-duties  payable  by  law  on  or  for,  or 
in  respect  of  legacies,  shall  be  granted  or  made  payable 
upon  and  for  every  succession  to  the  benefical  enjoyment 
of  any  real  or  personal  estate,  or  to  the  receipt  of  any 
portion  or  additional  portion  of  the  income  or  profits 
thereof  that  may  take  place  upon,  or  in  consequence  of, 
the  death  of  any  person,  under  whatever  title,  whether 
existing  or  future,  such  succession  may  be  derived." 
In  explaining  this  resolution,  Mr.  Gladstone  particularly 
urged  the  house  to  give  a  close  and  undivided  attention 
to  the  pi  inciple  of  the  measure,  keeping  the  detailed  ar- 
rangements out  of  sight  for  the  present.  It  is  an  error 
to  suppose  that  the  sole  reason  for  the  extension  of  the 
tax  is  its  countervailing  the  unequal  pressure  of  the 
income-tax  on  intelligence  and  skill ;  for  as  the  full 
operation  of  the  new  tax  on  succession  will  not  take 
effect  until  1858,  and  the  income-tax  will  terminate  in 
1860,  the  new  tax  would  be  one  of  very  short  duration. 
The  countervailing  effect  is  one  reason,  but  there  are 
others, — the  providing  a  means  by  which  the  income-tax 
can  be  dispensed  with  ;  the  providing  a  fund  to  carry  out 
extended  measures  for  remitting  indirect  taxation  ;  and 
the  permanent  settlement  of  an  anomaly  in  taxation 
which  is  unjust  and  galling  to  tlie  pul)lic  feeling.  Smce 
the  time  when  Mr.  Pitt  made  his  proposal,  seventy  years 
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ago,  the  impossibility  of  maintaining  a  total  exemption 
for  real  property  or  settled  property  from  a  tax  applicable 
to  personal  property  has  become  more  manifest.  The 
exemptions  are  a  means  by  which  astute  lawyers  contrive 
to  escape  the  operation  of  the  tax  on  succession  and  per- 
sonalty:  another  reason  for  abolishing  the  exemption. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  stamps  on  settlements  are  a 
countervailing  consideration  :  but  the  charge  of  Us.  per 
cent,  is  no  counterpoise  to  the  probate-duty  alone,  which 
amounts  to  2,  3,  3j,  or  4  per  cent.  One  case  is  more 
flagrant  than  all  the  rest.  Certain  property,  such  as 
leasehold  property  in  houses,  bears  all  the  charges  of 
personalty,  including  probate  and  legacy  duties,  all  the 
charges  on  land,  including  land-tax,  and  local  burdens. 
A  law  so  entirely  without  foundation  or  warrant  in  truth 
and  reason  cannot  be  maintained.  Some  would  abandon 
it  altogether,  as  accounting  a  tax  on  succession  abstract- 
edly illegitimate  ;  though  a  tax  on  that  incident  of  civi- 
lisation which  secures  the  transfer  of  property  even 
beyond  the  grave  is  rationally  liable  to  charges  on  behalf 
of  the  stiite.  Besides,  the  tax  is  no  innovation  ;  and  it 
is  at  present  a  constituent  part  of  the  annual  income, 
which  cannot  spare  a  sum  between  2,000,000^.  and 
2,500,000^.  of  the  permanent  revenue.  Touching  upon 
the  claim  of  existing  settlements  to  be  spared,  Mr. 
Gladstone  argued  that  the  law  of  settlement  was  not 
originally  intended  to  escape  the  tax  on  succession. 
Touching  upon  the  sliding  scale  of  duty  according  to  the 
degree  of  consanguinity,  he  said  that  he  did  not  disap- 
prove of  the  distinction  in  favour  of  direct  succession, 
although  the  range  from  1  to  10  per  cent,  might  be  too 
broad  ;  but  he  proposed  to  maintain  the  scale  for  the 
present.  A  change  which  he  proposed  to  make  was,  to 
substitute  for  the  present  distinction  between  settled 
property  or  real  property  and  unsettled  personalty,  a  new 
distinction,  which  he  would  colloquially  call  one  between 
rateable  property  and  non-rateable  property  ;  charging 
upon  the  former  a  trifle  under  half  the  legacy-duty  that 
would  be  paid  by  the  other  class.  On  direct  succession 
he  proposed  to  make  no  higher  charge  than  that  for  a 
life-interest  payable  by  instalments,  and  to  make  the 
charge  upon  the  net  rental ;  for  he  did  not  desire  to  see  the 
owners  even  of  encumbered  estates  displaced  in  England, 
as  they  have  been  in  Ireland.  Should  the  owner  of  an 
encumbered  estate  alienate  his  property,  realise  its  value, 
and  discharge  its  encumbrances,  then  the  residue  of  the 
total  amount  would  present  the  duty  upon  which  the 
tax  upon  his  succession  would  be  payable  :  if  he  realised 
500,000;.  and  paid  300,000/.  of  encumbrances,  then  he 
■would  pay  tax  on  200,000/.  The  amount  which  Mr. 
Gladstone  expected  to  derive  from  the  tax  had  been 
grossly  exaggerated,  through  the  misapprehension  of  his 
original  statement.  The  amount  of  landed  income  in 
this  country  is  overrated,  no  doubt  in  consequence  of 
the  social  power,  station,  and  influence  of  those  who 
possess  the  land.  But,  basing  his  calculations  upon  the 
income-tax  returns,  he  explained  that  he  only  expected 
to  derive  from  the  charge  upon  settlements,  personal  or 
real,  something  over  200,000/.  ;  and  from  landed  pro- 
perty, as  distinguished  from  houses  and  messuages,  in 
the  three  kingdoms,  not  more  than  400,000/.  ;  from  the 
additional  legacy-duty  in  Ireland  between  60,000/.  and 
80,000/.  ;  but  from  the  personalty,  in  which  case  the 
data  are  more  conjectural,  he  thought  it  probable  that 
■within  five  years — not  four  as  he  had  previously  stated 
— the  gro«s  additional  amount  of  revenue  might  yield 
2,000,000/.  per  annum. — In  a  conversation  that  ensued, 
the  Ch.\ncellor  of  the  Exchequer  promised  Mr. 
Bright  to  consider  whether  railway  property,  which  is 
rated,  should  be  classed  with  rateable  or  non-rateable 
property.  After  some  controversy  with  Sir  John  Pak- 
ington  and  other  opposition  members,  Mr.  Gladstone 
reluctantly  consented  to  report  progress  ;  the  committee 
to  sit  again  on  Friday. 

On  Friday,  the  13th,  the  debate,  in  committee,  on 
the  Legacy  Duty,  was  resumed  and  concluded  in  a  very 
thin  house.  Ultimately  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division,  Mr.  Disr.^eli  having  suggested 
that  the  opposition  should  be  reserved  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  brought 
forward  his  motion  for  his  proposed  alterations  with  re- 
gard to  the  Assessed  Taxes. — Mr.  Bright  complained 


of  the  taxes  upon  armorial  bearings  as  being  ridiculous 
and  inconvenient,  and  wished  them  to  be  included  in 
the  remissions. — Colonel  Sibthorp  proposed  a  new  tax 
— a  tax  upon  foreigners  entering  this  country — opera 
singers  and  dancers — who  he  was  sorry  to  say  were 
patronised  by  the  upper  classes,  whether  they  were  good 
or  bad  characters — and  who  carried  away  immense 
sums  of  money,  and  in  return  laughed  at  us  for  being 
such  consummate  fools. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, understanding  that  they  were  only  in  com- 
mittee 7)?-oyb^OTa,  would  postpone  the  consideration  of 
these  important  questions. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and  the  Expenses  at  Elec- 
tions Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  after  a  characteristic 
protest  from  Colonel  Sibthorp. 

A  New  Writ  was  Ordered  for  the  Borough  of  Bye, 
after  a  debate,  and  after  a  motion  for  the  adjournment 
of  the  house  had  been  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Bill,  but  reported  progress,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hudson,  without  agreeing  to  any  of  the  clauses. 

The  house  then  adjourned  to  Thursday,  the  19th. 

On  Thursday,  May  19th,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  of  supply  on  the  Miscellaneous  Estimates. 

On  the  vote  for  public  buildings  in  Ireland,  Mr. 
Spooner  moved  that  the  sum  be  reduced  by  1235/.  13s., 
the  amount  intended  to  be  applied  for  the  Repair  of 
Maynooth  College. — Mr.  W.  Williams  supported  the 
amendment,  on  the  ground  that  an  assurance  had  been 
given,  when  the  annual  payment  was  agreed  upon, 
that  no  further  charge  of  any  kind  should  be  made.— - 
Sir  J.  Graham  denied  that  any  such  assurance  had 
been  given. — Mr.  A.  Pell.vtt  supported  the  amend- 
ment on  the  voluntary  principle. — Mr.  Corry  referred 
to  the  alleged  assurance  fiom  Sir  R.  Peel  that  the 
charge  should  not  be  increased. — Mr.  S.  Herbert 
added  his  denial  to  that  of  Sir  J.  Graham  that  any 
such  assurance  had  been  given,  and  read  an  extract 
from  Sir  Robert's  speech  in  proof  of  his  statement. — 
Mr.  Williams  moved  another  amendment  reducing 
the  vote  by  various  other  items,  amounting  in  all  to 
1256/.  5s. — The  house  divided  on  both  amendments, 
when  that  of  Mr.  Williams  was  lost  by  80  to  43,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Spooner  carried  by  74  to  64. 

An  amendment  by  Mr.  Williams  to  the  vote  of 
3368/.  for  a  portion  of  the  Expenses  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commission,  was  lost  by  63  to  44. 

On  the  vote  for  the  Household  Expenses  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Mr.  Williams  moved  another 
amendment,  reducing  it  by  1759/.  the  expense  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant's  chaplain  and  the  Queen's  plates. 
He  especially  objected  to  the  employment  of  any 
portion  of  the  public  money  in  the  encouragement 
of  horse-racing. — This  amendment  was  al;o  lost  by 
92  to  31. 

On  the  vote  for  Secret  Service  Money  some  discussioa 
took  place — Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Williams,  and  Lord  D. 
Stuart,  without  giving  formal  opposition,  protesting 
against  the  principle ;  and  Lord  Dudley  especially 
alluded  to  recent  events,  in  reference  to  the  supposed 
application  of  the  vote.— Lord  J.  Russell  explained 
that  the  sum  asked  was  the  same  as  last  year,  and  that 
no  portion  of  it  went  to  the  detective  police. 

On  the  first  vote  for  Prison  Expenses,  Mr.  Lucas 
moved  that  the  committee  report  progress,  the  subject 
being  a  very  important  one,  which  there  would  not 
be  time  to  discuss,  it  being  then  nearly  eleven  o'clock. 
His  objections  related  to  the  want  of  provision  for 
Catholic  chaplains  in  the  prisons  of  England  and 
Scotland.— Mr.  V.  Smith  took  that  opportunity  of 
referring  to  the  large  increase  in  the  expense  of  trans- 
ported convicts.— Lord  J.  Russell  said  that  it  would 
be  soon  necessary  to  state  the  intentions  of  the  govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  transportation  ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  he  asked  Mr.  Lucas  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
which  that  gentleman  consented  to  do.— The  votes  were 
then  agreed  to. 

On  the  vote  for  Salaries,  ^c,  for  the  Universities, 
Mr.  W.  Williams  opposed  it,  on  the  same  ground  that 
he  did  the  vote  to  Maynooth.— Lord  J.  Russell  replied 
to  several  objections  upon  the  subject  by  stating  that 
the  government  hoped  to  be  able  to  meet  them  next 
session,    but  at  present  could  not    forego   the   vote. — 
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After  some  discussion,  Mr.  Williams  withdrew  his 
opposition,  and  the  vote  was  agreed  to. 

Oti  the  vote  for  Theological  Professorships  at  the 
College  of  Belfast ,  Mr.  Miall  moved  an  amendment, 
negativing  the  vote.— On  a  division,  the  amendment 
was  lost  by  130  to  21.— Some  other  votes  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  committee  reported  progress. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the 
Hackney  Carriages  Bill,  Sir  II.  H.  Ingms  referred  to 
the  vast  interests  involved  in  the  measure,  as  a  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  adopted  Without  due  consideration  ; 
and  he  made  special  objections  to  the  bill — that  it  was 
opposed  to  the  competitive  principle,  by  providing 
for  special  rates  of  fares,  &c.,  and  dangerous  if  not 
destructive  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  owing  to  the 
large  number  of  undefined  offences  which  it  created, 
and  the  arbitrary  power  vested  in  the  magistrate,  against 
which  he  claimed  at  any  rate  the  right  of  appeal.  He 
moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. — 
Lord  D.  Stu.^rt  seconded  the  amendment. — Mr. 
FlTZRoy  considered  that  a  case  had  not  been  made  out 
for  referring  the  bill  to  a  select  committee,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  put  an  end  to  every  chance  of  its 
passing  this  session.  He  admitted  that  the  amount  of 
property  involved  was  immense ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  interests  of  passengers,  numberingnotless  than 
300,000,000  annually,  were  concerned,  and  he  thought  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  was  quite  able  to  deal 
with  thf  provisions  of  the  bill. — Mr.  Bright  considered 
that  the  present  state  of  the  cabs  was  caused  by  the 
want  jf  a  proper  municipal  government  in  London, 
which  should  provide  for  the  comfuts  of  the  cabmen. 
Understanding,  however,  that  Mr.  Fitzroy  was  willing 
to  accept  amendments,  he  gave  him  his  siipport. — Mr. 
B.  Carter  Was  in  favour  of  the  amendment. — Mr. 
Locke  was  of  a  similar  opinion,  believing  that  the 
interests  concerned  in  the  measure  had  a  right  to  be 
heard. — On  a  division  the  original  motion  was  agreed  to 
by  107  to  23. — The  house  then  went  into  committee  pro , 
forma. 

On  Friday,  May  20,  the  house,  in  committee  of 
supply,  proceeded  with  the  Miscellaneous  Estimates. 

On  the  vote  of  43-501.  being  proposed  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  Establishments  at  the  Falkland  Islands, 
Sir  J.  Shelley  moved  an  amendment,  reducing  the 
amount  by  400^.,  the  salary  of  the  chaplains. — Alter  a 
discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr. 
Miall,  Mr.  Lucas,  Mr.  F.  Peel,  and  Mr.  Atherton  took 
part,  the  house  divided,  and  rejected  the  amendment 
by  86  to  33. 

On  the  vote  of  38,491Z.  being  proposed  for  the  support 
of  Nonconformist  Ministers  in  Ireland  (the  fund 
known  as  the  regiura  donum).  Sir  J.  Shelley  opposed 
the  grant,  objecting  to  payments  from  the  imblic 
revenue  for  religious  purposes. — Mr.  Bright  and  Sir 
W.  Clay  took  similar  grounds,  whilst  Lord  C. 
Hamilton  defended  the  grant  as  a  mere  act  of  justice 
to  the  presbyti  nan  clergy  of  Ireland. — Sir  J.  Young 
believed  that  the  advocates  of  wliat  was  called  the 
voluntary  principle  for  ecclesiastical  purposes  formed 
but  a  small  minority  of  the  people  of  England,  and  was 
convinced  that,  if  it  were  adopted  as  the  rule  of  public 
policy,  but  a  few  years  would  elapse  ere  the  religious 
convictions  of  the  people  would  lose  all  force  and 
efficacy.  He  denied  that  the  grant  produced  any 
demoralising  eflect  on  its  recipients,  and  trusted  that 
the  house  would  not  withdraw  it. — Mr.  Cordbn  felt 
enforced,  by  a  regard  to  politic  J  justice,  as  well  as  to 
the  course  in  which  recent  decisions  of  the  house  seemed 
to  be  tending,  to  cooperate  with  those  who  were  opposed 
on  principle  to  all  state  endowments  for  religious 
purposes,  leaving  all  religions  to  support  themselves. -^ — 
Lord  J.  llussELL  should  do  his  liest  to  resist  any 
approach  to  the  voluntary  system.  With  reference  to 
the  rejection  of  the  estimate  tor  repairs  of  the  Maynooth 
College  building,  though  ho  should  not  propose  any 
further  grant,  it  woul.i  be  the  duty  of  the  government 
to  consider  how  those  buildings  might  be  kejit  in  good 
repair,  the  policy  of  this  country,  as  settled  by  the  act 
of  1815,  being  to  maintain  that  institution.  If  the 
house  wislied  to  support  church  establishments,  they 
ought  to  act  with  justice  towards  all  religious  parties. — 
After  some  further  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  Spooner, 


Mr  Cairns,  Mr.  Archibald  Hastie,  Mr.  Maguire,  Mr. 
Maurice  O'Connell,  Mr.  Newdegate,  and  Mr.  M'Mahon 
took  jiart,  a  division  ensued,  and  the  amendment  was 
lost  by  181  to  46. 

On  Monday,  May  21,  Lord  Setmour  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Exercise  of  the  Admiralty  Patronage  in  Giving 
Appointments  in  the  Dockyards. 

Colonel  Dunne  moved  a  resolution  that,  before  addi- 
tional taxation  be  extended  to  Irel.ind,  a  select  com- 
mittee he  appointed  to  consider  the  Fiscal  and  Political 
Relations  and  Relative  Taxation  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  to  report  whether  the  latter  does  not  bear 
her  fair  share  of  imperial  taxation.  Among  the  reasons, 
or  allegations,  which  he  put  forward  in  support  of  the 
motion,  the  most  stringent  were,  that  the  real  condition 
of  Ireland  was  little  known  in  this  country  ;  that  with 
reference  to  the  treaty  of  Union  she  was  already  taxed 
beyond  her  due  proportion  ;  and  that  tlie  remission  of 
the  consolidated  annuities  was  no  equivalent  for  the 
income-tax. — The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  French. 
— The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed,  that 
the  motion  was  an  extremely  unfortunate  one,  in  respect 
to  the  form  in  which  it  was  made  and  the  time  when  it 
was  brought  forward  ;  it  interpo.sed,  at  this  late  stage, 
an  absolute  bar  to  the  progress  of  a  bill  for  providing 
what  was  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  year,  involving 
•5,600,000/.  of  taxation  for  England  and  Scotland.  He 
had  not,  however,  he  said,  the  slightest  di,sposition  to 
evade  the  merits  of  the  question,  and  he  accordingly 
proceeded  to  show,  from  official  documents,  that  a  com- 
mittee was  not  wanted  to  discover  that  Ireland  had  not 
paid  more  than  her  share  of  taxation,  and  that  the 
articles  of  the  Union  had  been  carried  strictly  into 
execution.  In  discussing  the  alleged  injustice  and 
cruelty  of  imposing  an  income-tax  upon  Ireland,  he  ex- 
posed the  unfairness  of  eliminating  from  the  calculation 
the  consolidated  annuities,  the  remission  of  which,  in 
some  parts  of  Ireland  especially,  was  a  very  sensible  re- 
lief, the  burden  having  been  hitherto  cast  upon  classes 
ill  able  to  bear  it,  wliereas  it  would  be  henceforward 
shifted  to  the  possessors  of  property  who  could  sustain 
it. — Sir  J.  Pakington,  as  an  English  member,  was 
prepared  to  vote  for  any  form  of  proceeding  which  Irish 
members  thought  tit  to  adopt  in  order  to  declare  their 
opinion  that  the  budget  bore,  as  he  believed  it  did, 
hardly  and  unfairly  upon  Ireland.  The  consolidated 
annuities,  he  contended,  should  not  he  put  in  the  same 
category  with  taxes;  they  were  a  debt  incurred  under 
very  peculiar  circumstances,  and,  after  the  report  of  the 
Lords'  committee,  they  were  virtually  gone ;  moreover, 
the  remission  of  240,000?.  a-year  was  no  equivalent  for 
an  income-tax,  an  addition  to  the  spirit-duty,  and  a 
succession-tax. 

After  observations  hy  Lord  C.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Scully, 
Mr.  Maguire,  Mr.  Ball,  and  Mr.  O'Connell,  the  motion 
was  negatived  by  194  against  61,  The  hou<ie  then  went 
into  committee  on  the  Income-tax  Bill.  On  the  first 
clause,  Mr.  Frewen  moved  to  limit  the  duration  of  thfe 
tax  to  two  years,  which  was  opposed  by  the  Ch.vncellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  on  the  ground  that  the  Imiitation 
would  defeat  the  financial  olyects  of  tlie  government; 
and  the  motion  was  negatived  upon  a  division. — In  the 
second  clause,  Mr.  Walpole  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"net"  before  "value,"  but  this  motion  was  likewise 
negatived  upon  a  division. 


PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

House  of  Lordst. — April  2Stli. — Clergy  Reserves  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. — Registi\itiou  of  Assurauces  Bill 
reported. 

:.'9th. — Jewish  Disabilities  Bill  thrown  out  on  second  reading 
by  1G4  to  115. 

May  2nd. — Lunacy  Bills  committed. -^South  Sea  Annuities 
Commvitatiou  Bill  committed. — Cambridge  Klectiou  Com- 
nji.ssion  of  Incjuiry  .agreed  to. 

:ird. — Charitable  trusts  Bill  read  a  second  time.— Lunacy 
Bills  reported. — South  Sea  Anuuitio.s  BUI  passed. 

0th. — Rcgi.^tration  of  As.surancos  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. — Lunacy  Bills  read  a  third  time. 

iith. — Land  Improvement  (Ireland)  Loan  Bill  committed. — 
Roj-al  Assent  to  South  Sea  and  other  Annuities  Commutation 
Bill,  Law  of  Evidence  (Scotland)  Bill,  Canada  Clergy  Reserves, 
and  other  bills. 
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lOth.— Transportation ;  Lord  Grey's  motion  negatived  by 
54  to  37. 

13th. — Common  Lodging  Houses  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

24th. — Chimney  Sweepers  Eegulatiou  BUI  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

House  of  Commons.— A.-pr\X  27.— South  Sea  Annuities  Bill 
passed.— Sale  of  Lands  fic.  (Ireland)  BiU  read  a  first  time. 

28th. — Adjourned  debate  on  Income  Tax. — County  Election 
Polls  BUI  (Scotland)  passed. 

2i:ith. — Adjourned  debate  on  Income  Tax. — Aggravated 
Assault  BiU  passed. 

May  2ud. — Debate  on  Income  Tax ;  Sir  E.  B.  Lyttou's 
amendment  rejected. 

3i-d.  -County  Franchise,  Mr.  Locke  King's'motiou  withdrawn. 
— Motion  to  prosecute  Sir  F.  Smith  negatived. 

4th. — Probate  of  WiUs  BiU  read  a  second  time. — Payment 
of  Wages  Bill  thrown  out. 

5th. — Debate  on  Income  Tax  on  Mr.  Lawless's  Motion  to 
exempt  Ireland. 

6th. — Mr.  Lawless's  Amendment  negatived. — New  writ 
ordered  for  Maidstone. 

9th.  -The  Budget,  Mr.  Palmer's  Amendment  negatived. — 
Tynemouth  Electi  on  Commission  agreed  to. — Berwick  Election 
Select  Committee  appointed. 

10th. — Regulation  of  Nunnerios,  Mr.  W.  Chambers'  motion 
carried. — Barnstaple  Election.  Commission  agreed  to. 

11th. — Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  BiU  thrown  out. — County 
Rates  Bill  in  Committee. 

12th. — The  Budget,  Mr.  Vansittart's  Amendment  rejected. 
— Legacy  Duties,  Sir.  Gladstone's  Statement. 

13th. — Legacy  Duty  Resolution  agreed  to. — Income  Tax 
BUI  read  a  first  time. — Customs  Duties  BUI  i-ead  a  first  time. 
— New  Writ  ordered  for  Rye. 

19th  — Excise  Duties  on  Spirits  BiU  read  a  second  time. — 
Customs  Duties  on  Spirits  BiU  Committed. — Committee  of 
Supply,  Civil  Estimates  Voted.— Hackney  Carriages  Bill 
Committed  2J7-0 /ormtJ. — New  Writ  for  Clithero. 

20th.- — Income  Tax  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Committee  of 
Supply. — Civil  Service  Estimates. — Hackney  Carriages  Bill 
Committed. — Lunacy  BULs  read  a  second  time. 

21st. — Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Dockyard 
Appointments  brought  up  by  Lord  Seymour. —Colonel 
Dunne's  motion  for  a  Select  Committee  on  Fiscal  Relations  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  negatived. — Income  Tax  BiU 
considered  in  Committee. 


The  New  Act  for  the  Reductio-n  of  the  National  Debt 
lias  been  printed.  It  enacts  that  the  annuity  on  the 
capital  stocli  of  the  South.  Sea  Company,  continued 
under  the  6th  George  II.,  cap.  28,  and  certain  Three 
per  Cent.  Stocks— viz.,  the  Old  and  New  South  Sea 
Annuities,  the  Bank  Annuities,  17'26,  created  by  the 
l'2th  George  I.,  chap.  2,  and  the  Three  per  Cent 
Annuities,  1751,  created  by  the  24th  George  II.,  chap. 
2.,  "shall  be  paid  off  and  redeemed  or  commuted  as 
hereinafter  mentioned."  On  or  before  Friday  the  3rd 
of  June  next  parties  are  to  give  notice  of  their  assent 
to  receive  other  stock  instead  of  money.  Proprietors 
of  the  said  Three  per  Cents,  may  for  100/.  of  their  stock 
receive  82/.  10s.  New  Three-and-a-Half  per  Cent.,  or 
WOl.  exchequer  bond,  carrying  interest  at  21.  15s.  per 
cent.,  not  later  tlian  the  1st  of  September  1864,  and 
after  at  21.  10s.  per  cent.  Certain  South  Sea  Annuities, 
&c.,  are  to  cease  from  the  5th  of  January,  1854:,  and 
dividends  on  Old  South  Sea  Annuities  are  to  cease  from 
the  5th  of  April  next.  Persons  not  assenting  are  to 
receive  on  the  5th  of  January,  1854,  lOOZ.  for  100/. 
fitock.  There  are  a  number  of  provisions  in  the  act  to 
carry  it  into  force.  Exchequer  bonds  are  limited  to 
30,000,000/.  The  Bank  of  England  is  to  continue  a 
corporation  for  the  purposes  of  this  act  until  the 
annuities  granted  by  it  shall  be  redeemed.  The 
statute  is  known  as  "The  South  Sea  and  other 
Annuities  Commutation  Act." 

'r  A  deputation  of  gentlemen  connected  with  the  City 
of  London  waited  on  Lord  John  Russell  on  the  21st, 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  from  him  an  explana- 
tion of  the  intentions  of  the  government  with  regard 
to  the  Admission  of  Jews  to  Seats  in  the  Legis- 
lature. Lord  John  sent  a  note  apologising  for  being 
unable  to  see  them,  but  expressing  his  opinion  that  no 
step  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  government  until  they 
had  ascertained  the  nature  of  the  bill  announced 
by  Lord  Lyndhurst,  upon  the  subject  of  the  oaths  of 
abjuration.  His  advice  was  that  nothing  should  be 
done  until  they  had  ascertained  the  nature  and  result 
of  that  measure.  He  added,  that,  although  he  was  then 
attending  the  council,  he  would  be  happy  to  answer 
any  question  they  wished  to  put  to  him.     A  note  was 


in  consequence  sent  to  Lord  John,  stating  that  all  they 
required  to  know  was  the  nature  of  Lord  Lyndhurst's 
bill,  and  whether  it  was  likely  to  meet  the  views  of 
the  deputation.  In  reply,  he  stated  that  he  did  not 
know  the  nature  of  the  bill,  as  it  had  not  yet  been 
printed ;  and  therefore  he  could  not  answer  the 
question. 

The  Convocation  of  the  Province  of  York  assembled 
in  the  Chapter-house,  on  the  18th  inst.  The  Reverend 
Canon  Dixon  and  the  Reverend  Canon  Harcourt,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Archbishop,  took  their  seats 
on  either  side  of  the  Archbishop's  secretary.  Canon 
Dixon  inquired  whether  any  writ  had  been  received 
from  the  Queen  authorising  the  Convocation  to  proceed 
to  business.  The  Registrar  replied  in  the  negative ; 
and  thereupon  the  Secretary  read  the  order  of  adjourn- 
ment. Archdeacon  Thorpe  requested,  in  the  name  of 
his  brethren,  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  elect  a 
Prolocutor  and  consider  of  an  address  to  the  Queen : 
if  not,  he  hoped  an  application  which  he  presented  in 
writing  might  be  placed  on  the  records.  After  the 
paper  had  been  received,  the  Reverend  Canon  Trevor 
made  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  ask  a  question. 
Canon  Dixon  then  read  the  usual  schedule  declaring 
those  absent  guilty  of  contumacy,  with  the  usual 
passage — "'  and  in  penalty  of  such  their  contumacy,  we 
decree  to  proceed  further  in  this  holy  Synod  or  Convo- 
cation, their  absence  notwithstanding : "  then  he 
prorogued  the  Convocation  until  the  28th  September  ; 
when  all  present  are  admonished  to  appear  again. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  HORRIBLE  case  of  Piracy  and  Murder  has  occurred 
on  the  South  American  coast.  A  ship,  which  had  been 
abandoned,  was  discovered  by  some  fishermen  near 
Cape  Antonio,  and  was  found  to  be  the  Reindeer,  Cap- 
tain Wilson,  which  had  sailed  from  Valparaiso,  with  a 
large  amount  of  specie.  She  was  lying  between  two 
banks,  where  she  had  evidently  been  run  and  scuttled, 
and  then  plundered-.  The  fishermen,  after  much  exer- 
tion, managed  to  get  out  some  of  the  cargo,  by  which 
they  were  enabled  to  get  at  the  scuttle  holes  and  fill 
them  up.  When  she  floated  they  got  her  off  the  bank, 
and,  making  sail,  contrived  to  run  her  into  Monte 
Video.  Previous  to  her  discovery,  a  number  of  her 
crew,  who  had  landed  from  an  open  boat  at  Saladin,  had 
been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  wil- 
fully casting  away  the  ship.  They  were  conveyed  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  where  two  of  them  confessed  to  certain 
of  the  crew  murdering  the  whole  of  the  ship's  officers 
and  the  passengers  who  were  on  board. 

Emanuel  Nathan  and  Samuel  Michael,  the  occupiers 
of  a  house,  called  a  cafi,  in  Jermyn-street,  appeared  at 
Bow-street  on  the  30th  April,  to  answer  the  charge  of 
Dealing  in  Spirits,  Wines,  and  Ale,  Without  a  License. 
John  Salvage,  an  excise  officer,  described  a  number  of 
visits  which  he  had  paid  to  the  house  in  question,  since 
November  last,  up  to  the  present  month,  with  the  view 
of  taking  out  an  information  against  the  defendants. 
He  arrived  usually  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  in  a  cab, 
and  was  admitted  by  a  boy,  after  a  preliminary  investi- 
gation through  a  small  square  wicket  in  the  front  door. 
He  was  sometimes  accompanied  by  a  brother  officer,  and 
on  every  occasion  he  partook  of  wine,  brandy-and- 
water,  chops  at  2s.  each,  ale,  and  stout,  at  dd.  a  glass 
They  were  supplied  by  waiters,  acting  under  the  evident 
direction  of  the  defendants,  and  sometimes  the  brandy 
and  water  was  served  up  in  cups  and  saucers.  The 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor,  as  well  as  these  up-stairs, 
were  crowded  with  gaily-dressed  women  and  men — 
about  thirty  in  each  room.  On  one  occasion,  when 
witness  was  present,  there  was  an  alarm  raised  that  the 
police  were  coming  in,  and  then  a  great  conlusion  arose 
in  consequence  of  the  hasty  removal  of  the  wines  and 
spirits,  and  the  substitution  of  cofiee.  tea,  and  chocolate. 
The  waiters  acted,  at  this  time,  under  the  special  di- 
rection of  Nathan.  This  account  was  confirmed  by 
other  evidence  ;  and  the  magistrate  having  been  informed 
that  the  defendants  were  old  offenders,  enforced  the  full 
penalty,  which  amounted  to  290/. 

A  dreadful  Murder  has  been  committed  near  Conway, 
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in  North  Wales.  A  man  of  bad  character  named  William 
Williams,  enticed  a  young  man  named  Jesse  Williams, 
teacher  in  the  British  School,  Conway,  into  a  public- 
house,  and,  over  a  glass  of  ale,  proposed  that  they  should 
ascend  an  adjacent  mountain  to  kill  rabbits.  The  young 
man  said  he  had  not  a  gun,  on  which  the  prisoner  said 
he  had,  alluding  to  one  which  he  had  just  before  surrep- 
titiously conveyed  from  the  inn,  to  whish  it  belonged, 
and  hidden  behind  a  wall.  He  then  sent  for  some 
gunpowder,  and  the  two  proceeded  up  the  mountain. 
When  about  halfway  up,  the  prisoner,  it  would  appear, 
loaded  his  gun,  deliberately  shot  Jesse  Williams,  and 
rifled  the  body  of  a  valuable  watch  and  some  money. 
He  then  returned  to  the  inn,  and  quietly  restored  the 
gun  to  its  place.  When  questioned  about  his  companion, 
he  said  he  had  gone  further  up  the  mountain,  where 
he  expected  better  sport.  Some  hours  after  a  man  with 
a  dog  was  crossing  the  mountain,  when  he  discovered 
a  large  pool  of  blood.  Occasional  droppings  of  blood 
appearing,  he  tracked  them  a  considerable  distance, 
and  eventually  arrived  at  a  precipice,  down  which  the 
body  had  been  thrown.  Having  reached  the  spot,  he 
found  the  unfortunate  young  man  shot  through  the 
back.  Meanwhile  the  murderer  proceeded  to  a  watch- 
maker who  had  sold  the  watch  to  the  young  man,  and 
said  he  had  been  sent  by  the  latter  to  obtain  some  useful 
articles,  instead  of  the  watch.  The  watchmaker,  after 
expressing  surprise,  gave  in  return  an  old  watch,  an 
American  clock,  teaspoons,  and  other  articles.  Hearing 
soon  after  that  the  body  of  Jesse  Williams  had  been 
discovered,  he  informed  the  police  that  his  watch  had 
been  exchanged  by  the  prisoner.  They  the  same  night 
took  the  prisoner  into  custody  when  in  bed.  At  the 
inquest,  the  young  man's  father  deposed  to  the  murderer 
coming  to  his  house  in  the  evening,  and  asking  his  son 
to  accompany  him  rabbit-shooting.  They  went  out 
together,  and  he  never  saw  him  alive  again.  Other 
witnesses  brought  the  crime  home  to  the  prisoner,  who 
is  a  labourer  on  the  Chester  and  Holyhead  line.  At 
the  close  of  the  inquest,  he  was  conveyed  to  Carnarvon, 
to  await  his  trial  at  the  next  assizes.  Hundreds  of 
people  assembled  to  see  him  finally  secured,  and  were 
loud  in  their  execrations. 

Mr.  Louis  Beecher,  managing  clerk  to  Messrs.  Schwabe 
and  Co.  of  Bradford,  committed  Suicide  on  the  3rd  inst. 
Mr.  Beecher  was  unmarried ;  a  housekeeper  lived  in 
the  house,  and  a  young  man  attended  during  part  of 
the  day.  This  young  man  went  into  Mr.  Beecher's 
bed-room  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  found  Mr.  Beecher 
partly  dressed,  and,  to  all  appearance,  in  good  health 
and  spirits.  He  had  retired  but  a  short  time,  when  the 
noise  of  a  pistol  was  heard.  The  housekeeper  was 
alarmtd,  and,  on  entering  the  room  she  found  her 
master  lying  on  the  bed — quite  dead.  He  had  applied 
a  pistol  to  each  side  of  his  head,  and  discharged  them 
simultaneously,  death  of  course  being  instantaneous. 
He  was  a  native  of  Saxony,  and  about  thirty-two  years 
of  age. 

Gabriel  Sans  Garratt,  a  foreigner,  was  charged  before 
the  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  7th,  with  having  .committed  a 
Forgery,  by  adding  figures  to  a  letter  of  credit.  In 
November  last,  the  Union  Bank  of  London  received 
advices  from  New  York  that  Messrs.  Duncan  and  Co. 
of  that  city  had  granted  a  letter  of  credit.  No.  41,  to 
Garratt,  for  the  sum  of  210/.  In  December,  a  person 
supposed  to  be  Garratt  applied  at  the  LTnion  Bank  for 
advances  on  the  letter,  and  received  on  two  occasions 
50/.  and  20/.  on  account;  those  sums  being  written  off 
on  the  letter.  The  charge  against  the  prisoner  is,  that 
he  altered  the  figures  on  the  letter  of  credit,  and 
converted  "  210/."  to  "  5210/."  ;  then  he  went  to 
Berlin  and  St.  Petersburg,  and  raised  money  in  each 
place  on  the  forged  document.  What  renders  the  case 
peculiar  is,  that  Garratt  retained  possession  of  the 
paper,  as  he  did  not  draw  the  whole  amount  for  which 
it  purported  to  have  been  issued,  so  that  the  prosecution 
could  not  produce  the  forged  instrument  against  him. 
Mr.  Edward  AVilson,  of  the  firm  of  Wilson  and  Co.  of 
London  and  St.  Petersburg,  produced  two  bills  drawn 
by  Garratt  on  the  Union  Bank,  one  for  2500/.  and  the 
other  fur  60/.  ;  they  purported  to  be  drawn  in  pursuance 
of  Duncan  and  Co.'s  letter  of  credit  No.  41;  and  the 
firm  of  Wilson  and  Co.  of  St.  Petersburg  had  discounted 


these  bills.  The  amount  was  paid  in  Russian  half- 
imperials,  a  gold  coin.  Mr.  Wilson  said  he  understood 
that  Garratt  had  got  500/.  from  Shickler,  and  Co.  of 
Berlin.  Mr.  Baum,  a  money-changer  in  Regent  Circus, 
deposed  that  he  had  paid  Garratt  680/.  in  bank-notes 
for  Russian  half-imperials.  The  prisoner,  in  an  almost 
unintelligible  jargon,  protested  that  he  had  committed 
no  offence,  as  he  really  had  received  the  letter  for 
5210/.     He  was  remanded. 

A  brutal  Murder  was  perpetrated  on  the  morning  of 
Sunday  the  Sth  instant,  at  Bacton,  a  secluded  village, 
near  Stowmarket,  in  Suffolk.  The  rectory  house  is 
in  the  occupation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barker,  a  gentleman 
upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age.  His  establishment 
consisted  of  a  housekeeper,  named  Maria  Steggall, 
upwards  of  seventy,  and  a  housemaid.  Mr.  Barker 
left  home  about  half-past  ten  o'clock  to  proceed  to 
church,  and  was  shortly  after  followed  by  Susan  Clarke, 
his  housemaid,  leaving  the  housekeeper  at  home  in 
charge  of  the  house.  Mr.  Barker  on  his  return  from 
church,  not  finding  his  housekeeper  in  the  hall  as  she 
was  wont  to  be,  called  out  loudly  for  her,  but,  receiving 
no  answer,  went  into  the  kitchen,  where  he  was  horror- 
stricken  at  seeing  her  lying  upon  her  back  on  the  floor 
in  a  pool  of  blood.  His  cries  and  those  of  the  housemaid 
brought  three  countrymen  to  her  assistance,  who,  upon 
entering  the  kitchen,  discovered  that,  although  the 
skull  of  the  housekeeper  had  been  broken  in  three 
places,  she  still  breathed.  Her  clothes  were  much 
disordered,  showing  evidently  that  she  had  struggled 
much  with  her  murderer.  Surgeons  were  soon  in 
attendance,  but  their  assistance  was  of  no  avail,  as  she 
died  in  about  an  hour  after  she  was  discovered  by  her 
master.  An  inquest  was  held,  and  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  "Wilful  murder  against  some  person  or 
persons  unknown."  A  man  has  since  been  apprehended 
on  suspicion. 

A  shameful  attempt  has  been  made  to  Extort  Money 
from  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
On  the  evening  of  the  10th  inst.,  he  left  the  House  of 
Commons  after  the  division  on  the  Nunneries  Bill,  and 
drove  to  the  Italian  Opera  at  Covent  Garden.  On 
reaching  the  theatre,  he  sent  away  his  brougham,  and 
at  the  close  he  set  out  to  walk  home,  by  Long  Acre,  the 
nearest  route.  On  his  way  he  was  accosted  by  a  young 
woman ;  and  while  he  was  listening  to  her  story,  a  man 
came  up,  and  calling  him  by  name,  threatened  to 
"  expose  "  him  if  he  did  not  "  make  it  right  "  with  him, 
or  promise  him  a  government  appointment.  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, after  some  difficulty,  found  a  policeman  in 
Sackville  Street,  and  left  his  assailant  at  the  station- 
house.  [Next  morning  he  attended  the  Marlborough 
Police  Court,  to  state  the  case  to  the  magistrate.  The 
assailant,  who  said  his  name  was  William  Wilson,  of 
24  Belvedere  Road,  Lambeth,  was  then  charged  with 
following  and  annoying  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  also  with 
attempting  to  extort  money.  Mr.  Gladstone  deposed  as 
follows  : — "  The  defendant,  seeing  me  in  conversation  with 
a  young  woman  who  was  walking  by  my  side,  just  below 
Coventry-street  and  Oxendon-street,  lust  night,  about 
twenty  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock,  came  up,  and 
began  to  use  words  which  I  could  not  well  understand; 
upon  which  the  girl  expressed  alarm,  took  hold  of  my 
left  arm,  and  1  told  her  she  need  not  be  afraid,  as  nothing 
would  occur  to  her.  The  girl  told  me  where  she  lived, 
and  I  advised  her  to  go  home.  I  walked  by  her  side 
towards  her  house,  and  the  prisoner  then  addressed  me 
by  name,  and  said  he  would  expose  me.  I  proceeded 
onward, — he  following,  the  young  woman  still  expressing 
great  alarm, — until  we  came  to  a  door  which  the  young 
woman  said  was  the  door  of  her  house.  I  believe  this  was 
in  King-street,  Soho.  The  young  woman  then  ran  in,  and 
I  desired  the  prisoner  to  leave  me,  which  he  refused  to 
do.  I  walked  on,  and  turned  first  one  way  and  then 
another,  to  get  free  of  him  :  but  he  kept  close  to  me,  and 
went  on  talking ;  stating  that  he  admired  my  public 
character  much,  had  long  observed  me,  but  that  he  must 
now  expose  me  ;  and  he  would  do  this  in  the  Morning 
Herald  of  this  day,  and  thus  annoy  the  whole  of  the 
conservative  party.  With  these  threats  he  mingled 
statements  that  he  did  not  wi^h  to  do  me  any  harm  ; 
that  if  I  could  make  it  right  with  him,  or  give  him  a 
government  appointment,  in  Somerset  House  or  else- 
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Avhere,  his  lips  should  he  closed.      In  answer  to  this, 
being,  I  fear,  angry,  I  charged  him  -with  being  a  liar  ; 
and   I   used,  more"  than   once,  the  expression   that  he 
should  not  have  from  me  either  a  sixpence  or  a  situation, 
and  that  if  he  did  not  leave  me,  I  must  appeal  to  the 
police  for  protection.     He  stated  that  he  -would  not  leave 
me,  and  that  he  would  give  me  in  charge  to  the  police. 
He  then  said  he  would  be  contented  if  I  would  allow 
him  to  write  me  a  letter,  to  which  I  answered,  '  Sir,  do 
exactly  as  you  please  ;  '  repeating  my  former  words,  that 
I  would  neither  give  him  a  sixpence  nor  a  situation.   All 
this,  with  more  of  similar  matter,  was  repeated  again 
and  again  for  some  time,  while  I  was  walking  on  in  the 
hope  of  seeing  a  police-constable.      I  saw  no  constable, 
until,  having  tried  Regent-street,  I  came  in  to  Sackville- 
street,  where  I  saw  police-constable  C  187  ;  to  whom  I 
stated  my  desire  to  be  rid  of  the  prisoner.   The  constable 
advised  me  to  go  to  the  station-house  with  the  prisoner. 
I  adopted  the  ^^advice  ;  and  on  my  way  to  the  station, 
the  prisoner  said  I  had  better  accede  to  what  he  had 
ofi'ered,  for  my  own  sake.      I  told  him  that  any  act  of 
mine  I  had  no  wish  to  conceal,  and  that  he  was  not 
justified  in  imputing  to  me  the  intention  on  which  he 
had  founded  his  claim  ;  an  intention  which,  if  you  will 
allow  me  to  state,  being  upon  my  oath,  I  solemnly  deny." 
Wilson  having  no  questions  to  ask,  Inspector  Parke  put 
in  a  statement  of  the  prisoner  in  writing.     In  this  docu- 
ment  "Wilson  staed,  that,    about    half-past   twelve   on 
Tuesday  night,  he  saw  Mr,  Gladstone  address  a  lady  of 
his  acquaintance,  walk  with   her  down  Panton  Street, 
and  across  Coventry  Street,  into  Princes  Street.     There 
he  reproved  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  told  him  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  expose  the   character  of  one  he  so  much 
admired.   "  I  further  said,  if  Mr.  Glad>tone  would  procure 
me  a  situation,  I  would  not  expose  him  ;  and  if  not,  I 
would  communicate  his  conduct  to  the  Morning  Herald 
newspaper.  I  also  charged  Mr.  Gladstone  with  being  with 
the  lady  in  question  arm-iii-arm  :  upon  which  Mr.  Glad- 
stone retorted,  and  called  me  a  liar.     Ultimately,  Mr. 
Gladstone  granted  me  permission  to  write  him  a  letter  res- 
pecting a  situation. ' '  Wilson  added  that  he  should  not  mind 
though  the  result  were  transportation,  if  his  name  were 
associated  with  that  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  one  of  the  greatest 
men  of  the  day.     It  was  found  that  Wilson  was  not 
known  to  the  police  ;  and  in  court  he  said,  "  I  was  very 
much  excited  at  the  time,  and  am  very  sorry  I  should 
have  been  so  rash."     He  was  remanded  till  the  13th,  in 
order  that  inquiries  into  his  character  might,be  made.  On 
that  day  Mr.  Gladstone  appeared,  and  signed  the  depo- 
sitions.    He  then  said  that  he  did  not  consider  this  a 
personal   matter ;    that    he  had  no  wish  to  inflict  any 
punishment  on  the  prisoner,  but  did  not  feel  justified,  on 
account  of  the  public  interest,  in  passing  over  the  affair. 
The  prisoner  was  then  committed  for  trial.     Inspector 
Parke,  who  had  been  despatched  to  make  some  inquiries, 
ascertained  that  the  woman  who  accosted  Mr.  Gladstone 
was   nut  in   confederacy   with   the   prisoner,    but   was 
greatly  disappointed  at  the  interruption  of  a  tale  of  dis- 
tress, which  the  prosecutor,  as  she  expected,  was  about 
to  relieve  by  a  charitable  donation  of  money.     By  a  sin- 
gular coincidence  the  servant  of  this  woman,  who  had 
been  fined  20s.  for  an  assault  committed  the  day  before, 
stated  to  one  of  the  officers  of  the  court,  that  her  mis- 
tress, who  lived  in  King-street,  would  have  paid  the  fine 
for  her,  but  that  she  had  been  unlucky  the  previous 
night,  some  person  having  interfered  with  a  gentleman 
who  was  about  to  give  her  money  out  of  commiseration. 
The  magistrate  upon  this  sent  the  inspector  to  King- 
street,  and  discovered  that  the  girl's  mistress  was  the 
person  who  accosted  Mr.  Gladstone.     The  prisoner  is  a 
Scotcliraan,  and  has  lived  as  traveller  with  several  com- 
mercial houses.    This  affair  has  brought  out  an  anecdote, 
highly  creditable  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  of  his  benevolence 
on   a   former   occasion   under  circumstances   somewhat 
similar.     It  is  related  by  a  correspondent  of  the   Times. 
In  May  last  year,  two  young  women  were  molested  in 
the  Haymiirket  by  an  elderly  man  ;  Mr.  Gladstone,  who 
was  passing,  interfered,  and  the  threat  of  the  police  sent 
the  man  away.     Entering  into  conversation  with  one  of 
the  girls,  Mr.  Gladstone  was  interested  by  her  story ; 
and,  to  enable  her  to  leave  the  Haymarket,  he  gave  her 
a  sum  of  money,  without  wliich  she  durst  not  appear 
"  at  home,"  and  sent  her  away  in  a  cab.     The  girl's 


story  was  very  simple,  and  strict  inquiry  proved  its  cor- 
rectness. Her  father  keeps  an  inn  on  the  coast  of 
Sussex  ;  when  she  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  a  widowed 
lady  engaged  her  as  maid  and  companion  to  hei'self,  and 
brought  her  to  London.  In  this  situation  she  remained 
four  years.  Then,  while  she  was  with  her  mistress  on  a 
visit  to  a  clergyman,  his  nephew,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  came  home  from  sea,  seduced  the  girl,  and  left  her 
again  to  go  to  sea.  Her  mother  was  dead ;  her  father 
had  married  again.  There  was  only  one  resource  left. 
Mr.  Gladstone  has  been  unremitting  in  his  eff'orts  to  re- 
claim her ;  but  hitherto  he  has  failed.  The  poor  girl, 
says  the  narrator,  "  dreads  the  world's  opinion,  and, 
when  he  has  offered  to  place  her  in  some  way  of  obtain- 
ing a  respectable  livelihood,  she  has  always  objected,  on 
the  ground  of  the  scorn  and  reproaches  to  which  she 
would  be  certain  to  be  subjected  ;  and  it  is  to  bo  feared 
that  there  is  much  sad  truth  in  this." 

The  body  of  a  young  man  was  Discovered  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  instant  in  a  small  copse  near  the 
Crj  stal  Palace  at  Sydenham  with  his  head  blown 
to  pieces,  and  a  pistol  lying  by  his  side.  An  inquest 
was  held,  when  it  appeared  he  was  a  lad  of  seventeen, 
named  Mason,  in  the  employment  of  a  butcher  in 
Camberwell.  He  had  left  his  master's  service,  in 
consequence  of  his  disapproving  of  a  correspondence  the 
young  man  was  carrying  on  with  a  young  woman 
of  fourteen.  Two  letters,  which  were  found  on  his 
person,  were  then  read,  the  first  of  which  was  addressed 
to  hismastcr,  and  was  as  follows  : — "  Sir, — I  have  been 
in  your  service  upwards  of  four  years,  and  I  must 
say  I  have  met  with  every  encouragement  I  have 
wished  for,  until  lately.  I  have  noticed,  that  you  did 
not  seem  satisfied  with  what  I  have  done,  which  has 
made  me  answer  you  at  times  very  sharp,  which 
you  have  noticed ;  and  as  I  am  to  be  separated  from  the 
sole  object  of  my  affections,  there  is  no  more  comfort 
for  me  in  this  world ;  my  heart  is  ready  to  burst  with 
grief.  In  fact  my  agonies  at  the  present  time  is  more 
than  I  can  bear,  and  therefore  I  am  determined  to  ease 
myself  of  them  by  taking  my  own  life.  No  doubt 
by  the  time  you  receive  "this  I  shall  have  breathed 
m'y  last.  I  hope  you  will  forward  my  box  and  all 
that  belong  to  me  to  my  afflicted  parents.  I  cannot 
say  any  more,  so  farewell  for  ever."  The  second  was 
addressed  to  the  young  woman,  and  ran  thus;  "These 
few  lines  conies  from  your  broken-hearted  lover,  whose 
happiness  is  going  never  to  return  again.  I  hope 
you  will  accept  this  as  a  last  token  of  my  love,  and 
keep  it  in  remembrance  of  me.  I  have  now  left  the 
world,  never  to  see  j'ou  more,  so  farewell,  for  ever. 
No  doubt  you  will  hear  some  sad  news  from  J'our 
father  after  you  have  received  this  note."  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  "  Temporary  insanity." 

After  a  hearing  which  occupied  two  days,  the  judges 
sitting  in  error  gave  their  decision  on  the  12th  instant, 
confirming  the  judgment  of  the  Exchequer  Court  in 
the  case  of  Miller  versus  Salomons,  by  which  the 
penalties  were  enforced  upon  Mr.  Salomons  fox  Voting 
in  Parliament  without  having  taking  the  Abjuration 
Oath. 

A  singular  Bobber;/  was  committed  in  Glasgow  on 
the  14th.  A  young  man,  named  Andrew  Wallace,  went 
to  the  Western  Bank,  in  Miller-strtet,  to  cash  a  cheque 
for  700/.  for  his  employers.  The  teller  handed  him  the 
money,  consisting  of  four  100/.  notes,  five  10/.  notes, 
and  the  remainder  in  small  notes.  Wallace  counted 
the  large  notes,  amounting  to  450/.,  and  laid  them 
aside  on  the  counter,  while  he  proceeded  to  look  over 
the  small  notes.  When  so  engaged  a  well-dressed 
person  came  behind  him  on  the  left  side,  and  hurriedly 
asked  him  to  point  out  the  manager's  room.  Wallace 
looked  round,  and  indicating  with  his  head,  said  "  To 
the  left."  "Which  of  the  doors  ?"  said  the  stranger. 
The  clerk  told  him,  and  immediately  turned  round  to 
resume  the  counting  of  the  small  notes.  He  saw  in  a 
moment  that  the  parcel  of  large  notes,  viz.,  4oO/.,  had 
disappeared,  and  exclaimed,  "My  money  is  gone! 
Mr.  Crawfurd,  a  respectable  citizen,  who  was  trans- 
acting business  in  the  bank  beside  Wallace,  said  "  I  saw 
a  gentleman  lift  a  parcel  of  notes  from  before  you,  and 
there  he  is,  leaving  the  bank  this  very  moment;"  and 
at  the  instant  a  man  was  seen  hurriedly  going  out  by 
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the  glass  door  which  opens  to  the  street.  Wallace 
hastily  snatched  up  the  small  notes  and  rushed  out, 
but  by  this  time  the  thief  had  got  into  the  midst  of 
the  crowd  continually  rolling  along  Argyll-street. 
1001.  has  been  offered  as  a  reward  for  his  discovery,  but 
there  are  no  traces  either  of  the  thief  or  the  money. 

A  daring  Burglary  has  been  committed  in  "Warwick- 
shire, renoered  Tery  remarkable  by  the  courage  with 
which  an  old  couple  defended  their  house.  Sir.  and 
Mrs.  Perkins  occupy  a  small  farm-house,  about  a  mile 
from  Coleshill,  near  Birmingham.  On  Saturday  night, 
the  14th  inst.,  they  were  roused  from  sleep  near  mid- 
night, by  a  noise  in  the  yard.  Mrs.  Perkins  got  up,  and 
looking  out  of  the  window  saw  three  or  four  men 
standing  near  the  door.  In  reply  to  her  inquiry,  they 
said  they  wanted  water.  She  directed  them  to  the 
pump  and  told  them  to  go  away  immediately.  One  of 
the  men  replied  they  wanted  to  come  into  the  house, 
and  come  in  they  would.  Mrs.  Perkins  rejoined  that 
her  husband  had  guns  in  the  house,  and  that  he  would 
certainly  fire  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  enter  the  pre- 
mises. The  ruffians  began  to  throw  stones  in  at  the 
chamber  window,  and  made  a  furious  assault  on  the 
front  door.  The  old  couple  instantly  put  out  their  light, 
and  in  the  dark  proceeded  down  stairs  and  deliberately 
prepared  to  meet  their  assailants ;  the  burglars  con- 
tinued to  batter  at  the  boor,  but  whilst  the  old  man  was 
making  ready  his  guns,  his  brave  old  wife  busied  herself 
in  barricading  it  with  a  quantity  of  furniture.  In  the 
dark,  the  old  man  was  some  time  in  finding  his  gun- 
caps  ;  fortunately  he  succeeded  in  doing  so  at  a  very  ci'i- 
tical  moment,  for  the  burglars  had  given  up  the  assault 
on  the  door  and  commenced  battering  in  the  window- 
shutters  ;  here  their  efforts  were  successful  —  they 
effected  an  entrance.  The  old  couple  instantly  retreated 
up  stairs,  and  from  thence  warned  the  burglars  that 
they  would  be  shot  if  they  attempted  to  follow  them  ; 
the  fellows  disregarded  the  threat,  and  ascended  the 
narrow  stairs  one  by  one.  Mr.  Perkins  again  warned 
them,  that  if  they  set  one  other  foot  in  that  direction  he 
would  fire ;  the  foremost  burglar  raised  his  arm  to  pro- 
tect his  face,  and  at  the  same  moment  he  ascended 
another  step  ;  the  old  man  instantly  fired,  and  bit  his 
mark  ;  the  man  uttered  a  cry  and  fell  backwards  upon 
his  companions,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they  bore  him 
away  from  the  house ;  the  inmates  meanwhile  remain- 
ing up  stairs.  On  the  burglars  taking  their  departure, 
Mrs.  Pt-rkins  urged  her  husband  to  fire  again,  but  with 
a  forbearance  and  humanity  somewhat  out  of  place  he 
refused  to  do  so,  believing  (as  he  said)  that  the  party 
had  had  enough  of  it.  A  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
on  the  stairs,  and  a  piece  of  cloth  was  picked  up,  appa- 
rently shot  out  of  the  wounded  robber's  smock-frock.  \ 
Next  day  a  man,  with  a  gunshot  wound,  was  admitted 
into  the  IJirmingham  Hospital.  He  had  on  a  smock-frock, 
the  sleeve  of  which  had  been  cut  off,  hut  the  texture  of 
the  material  corresponded  with  the  piece  found  on  the 
staircase.  The  wound  is  frightfully  severe,  and  though 
still  at  the  hospital  he  is  in  the  custody  of  the  police. 

Three  medical  men  have  been  brought  before  the 
Lambeth  Police  Court,  on  the  charge  of  Procuring 
Abortion  by  Mechanical  Means.  They  are  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham, of  Slough,  Mr.  Currie,  of  "Norfolk  Street, 
Middlesex  Hospital,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  a  chemist  in 
Leather  Lane  It  appeared  that  Miss  Eliza  Mardon, 
the  daughter  of  a  retired  tradesman  living  in  Ely  Place, 
went  to  lodge  for  a  time  at  Stockwell,  for  change  of  air, 
as  she  was  unwell  :  her  mother  was  not  aware  of  her 
condition.  At  Stockwell,  Cunningham  attended  the 
young  woman ;  the  landlady  of  the  house,  and  Mr. 
Greenwood,  a  surgeon,  who  was  afterwards  called  in, 
gave  testimony  supporting  the  charge.  Cunningham 
went  by  the  name  of  "  Smith."  At  the  close  of  the 
examination  on  the  30th  ult.,  the  three  surgeons  were 
remanded,  and  bail  was  refused.  It  was  announced  to 
the  magistrate  on  the  2nd  inst.,  that  Mr.  Currie  had 
become  insane.  He  and  Mr.  Cunningham  were  con- 
fined in  the  same  cell  at  Horsemon^er  Lane  Gaol ;  on 
the  previous  night  the  officers  heard  loud  cries,  and  they 
found  Mr.  Currie  beating  his  fellow  prisoner  with  his 
fists;  the  assailant  was  evidently  deranged  ;  fortunatelj', 
there  was  no  dangerous  weapon  in  the  cell,  or  he  might 
have  cummitted  murder.     On  the  5th  inst.,  Miss  Eliza 


Mardon  was  examined.  She  stated  that  her  seducer 
was  the  Reverend  George  Campbell  Gordon,  curate  of 
St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  a  man  of  fifty-three  years  of 
age,  and  unmarried.  Mr.  Gordon  lodged  at  Mrs. 
Mardon's  house.  Miss  Mardon  went  to  Thomas's  shop 
for  medicine ;  he  told  her  she  was  in  the  family-way, 
and  said  a  friend  of  his  could  "put  her  all  right,"  for 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds.  Thomas  sent  her  to  Currie'a, 
where  she  saw  Cunningham  or  "  Smith."  Cunningham 
said  he  must  have  the  money  before  he  performed  any 
operation.  Miss  Mardon  got  the  ten  pounds  from 
Mr.  Gordon  :  at  that  time  she  had  lodgings  at  Hackney, 
for  the  benefit  of  her  health  ;  Cunningham  went  there, 
received  the  money,  and  used  an  instrument.  Sub- 
sequently, Miss  Mardon  met  the  surgeon  in  a  room  at 
a  lawyer's  in  Essex  Street.  After  this  the  young  woman 
removed  to  Stockwell ;  there  Cunningham  visited  her 
several  times,  and  seems  to  have  at  length  succeeded  in 
procuring  the  result  he  had  been  aiming  at.  After 
giving  a  long  account  of  these  matters,  the  witness 
became  so  unwell,  that  it  was  necessary  to  postpone 
cross-examination  to  another  day.  The  magistrate 
liberated  Currie  on  bail,  but  remanded  Cunningham  and 
Thomas  to  prisoh. 

Edwin  Hucker,  a  boy  not  ten  years  old,  has  been 
committed  on  a  Coroner's  warrant  for  the  Murder  of 
another  boy,  William  Saunders,  by  pxishing  him  into 
the  river  Avon,  at  Keynsham,  near  Bristol.  A  play- 
mate, three  days  after  the  boy  was  found  drowned; 
said  that  Hucker  puslied  Saunders  into  the  water,  after 
Saunders  had  jumped  upon  Hucker's  neck  as  he  was 
lying  on  the  grass.  The  extreme  youth  of  Hucker  has 
raised  a  question  as  to  the  legal  responsibility  of  one 
of  such  tender  years  in  a  case  of  "  murder."  It  appears 
that  a  boy  of  ten  was  convicted  at  Bury,  in  1748 :  he 
killed  a  girl  five  years  of  age,  cut  up  the  body,  and 
buried  it  in  a  heap  of  dung ;  he  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged,  but  punishment  was  respited  till  the  opinion 
of  all  the  Judges  could  be  taken,  and  they  held  that  he 
was  an  object  for  capital  punishment.  But  subse- 
quently he  was  pardoned  by  the  Cro^vn,  on  condition 
of  entering  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Sill,  the  attorney  who  had  been  Struck' off  the  Roll 
on  the  ground  of  misconduct  in  connection  with  the 
"  Brighton  Card-cheating  Case,"  applied  on  the  25tli  in 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  a  rule  to  have  the  pre- 
vious judgment  rescinded.   His  application  was  refused. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  MAN  named  Steel,  possessed  of  property,  met  with 
a  Frightful  Death  at  Bolsover,  on  the  night  of  the  3rd. 
inst.  He  went  to  the  Swan  Inn,  where  he  had  a 
quantity  of  drink,  and,  as  he  had  done  several  times 
before,  refused  to  go  home.  He  was  therefore  left 
asleep  in  a  chair.  There  was  a  fire  in  the  room,  which 
had  a  guard  before  it  two  or  three  feet  high.  On  the 
landlord  coming  down  stairs,  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  found  the  poor  man  leanii'g  over  the  bar 
and  burning.  All  his  clothes  which  the  fire  could  reach 
were  destroyed,  and  a  hole,  which  exposed  the  intestines, 
had  also  been  burnt  in  his  side  next  to  the  grate.  The 
family  were  not  disturbed  in  the  slightest  manner  during 
the  night,  and  he  was  quite  dead  when  discovered. 

A  coroner's  inquest,  arising  out  of  a  railway  accident 
has  terminated  in  a  verdict  of  Manslaughter  against  the 
Directors.  The  accident  took  place  on  the  6th  instant, 
on  the  York  and  North  Midland  Railway  near  Selby, 
and  caused  the  deaths  of  Thomson  an  engine  driver  and 
Sykes  a  stoker.  The  investigation  was  attended  by 
Captain  Gallon,  government  inspector.  Mr.  Cabrey, 
engineer  to  the  company,  said  he  had  examined  the 
line  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  accident,  and  found 
that  100  yards  of  the  down  rails,  by  which  the  train 
travelled,  were  bent  as  if  by  the  violent  oscillation  of  the 
engine  from  one  side  to  the  other,  and  then  the  engine 
passed  on  obliquely  to  the  up  rails,  for  about  65  yards, 
and  was  thrown  into  the  adjoining  field,  where  it  buried 
itself.  He  considered  the  engine  and  the  railway  to 
have  been  in  good  working  order.  Mr.  James  Fenton, 
of  Low  Moor,  who  has  superintended  large  engineering 
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establishments,  said  he  had  tested  the  capacity  of  the 
railway,  and  had  caused  the  |engine  in  question  to  be 
weighed.  Its  weight,  without  coke  or  water,  was  20 
tons.  One  of  the  rails  bent  laterally  an  inch  and  a  half, 
and  it  would  require  a  weight  or  force  of  41  tons  to 
produce  that  effect.  The  engine  must  have  been 
running  at  the  rate  of  50  miles  an  hour.  The  engine 
■would  have  been  safe  to  run  at  80  miles  an  hour,  but 
not  at  45  or  50  miles.  He  had  known  a  similar  engine 
run  off  a  straight  line  of  road,  such  as  this,  'the  road 
being  in  perfect  order.  Several  of  the  company's 
servants  deposed  as  to  the  line  being  'in  good  working 
order,  and  Mr.  J.  Hepenstall  deposed,  that  he  had  14 
men  to  repair  the  line  between  the  Old  Milford 
Junction  and  Selby.  He  had  power  to  mend  the  line 
on  his  own  account  without  applying  to  any  one  else. 
But  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to  relay  the  line  to 
any  cnnsidei-able  extent.  Captain  Gallon  said  he  was 
instructed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  inquire  into  the 
accident.  He  found  the  wheels  of  the  engine  rather 
worn.  He  thought  that  the  distribution  of  the  weight 
in  this  engine  would  cause  unsteadiness  at  high  speed, 
especially  if  the  road  was  not  firm.  The  rails  on  the 
road  were  a  good  deal  worn  and  laminated.  The  keys 
fixing  the  rails  to  the  chairs  were  old.  The  sleepers 
were  generally  decayed  at  the  surface,  and  many  were 
decayed  mucu  deeper.  Many  of  the  spikes  fixing  the 
chairs  to  the  sleepers  were  loose,  and  the  beds  of  the 
wood  on  which  the  chairs  rested  were  also  decayed. 
The  ballast  was  at  the  top  broken  limestone,  but  below 
a  quantity  of  clay  was  mixed  with  it.  Tlie  clay  seemed 
to  retain  the  water  under  the  sleeper  in  one  or  two 
cases  which  he  examined.  He  saw  several  engines 
passin-'  over  the  line ;  they  caused  the  rails  to  work  in 
the  chairs,  and  the  chairs  to  work  on  the  sleepers,  and 
the  sleepers  to  work  on  the  ballast.  If  the  sleepers 
were  equally  packed  on  both  sides,  it  would  give  an 
undulating  motion  to  the  trains  ;  but  if  one  end  of  the 
sleeper  were  more  firmly  packed  than  another,  it  would 
give  an  oscillating  motion.  This  applies  to  all  railways 
as  well  as  the  present.  The  working  of  the  chairs  had 
a  tendency  to  throw  out  the  keys,  and  after  the  passage 
of  trains  he  observed  instances  of  the  keys  being  out. 
The  engine,  he  thought,  appeared  in  fair  working  order, 
but  he  thought  the  road  was  not  in  such  good  condition 
as  it  ought  to  have  been.  It  depended  very  much  on 
the  speed  of  a  train  whether  the  line  was  in  a  safe 
condition.  He  did  not  consider  it  in  a  good  condition 
with  heavy  engines  at  a  high  speed.  If  he  had  been 
requested  to  report  on  the  state  of  the  road,  not  knowing 
of  the  accident,  he  should  not  have  reported  that  it  was 
safe  for  the  public  to  pass  on  with  the  present  traffic 
going  over  it.  The  coroner  summed  up,  and  left  it  to 
the  jury  to  say  whether  the  accident  arose  from  excessive 
speed,  which  would  be  the  act  of  the  driver,  now  dead, 
or  from  a  defect  of  the  engine  or  line ;  in  the  latter 
case  the  directors  would  be  criminally  responsible. 
The  jur)',  found  the  verdict  already  mentioned  against 
the  directors.  A  'sufficient  number  had  agreed,  but 
there  were  two  who  dissented  from  the  rest  of  the 
jurymen.  The  directors  have  given  bail  for  their  ap- 
pearance at  next  assizes. 

A  Child  was  Killed  by  a  Bear  at  Portsmouth  on  the 
6th  instant.  The  bear  belonged  to  the  3Sth  regiment. 
It  was  kept  in  a  yard  in  Nicholas  Street,  and  the  child, 
aged  five  years,  sou  of  Mr.  Martin  Curley,  landlord  of 
the  Rose  and  Crown,  Nicholas  Street — was  in  the  habit 
of  feeding  the  bear  with  bits  of  bun  and  such  matters. 
It  is  supposed  when  the  accident  occurred  that  he  was 
teazing  the  bear,  when  the  bear  seized  him  by  the  back 
of  the  neck  and  broke  his  windpipe,  causing  his  instant 
death.  The  officers  immediately  ordered  some  poison 
to  be  given  to  the  bear,  and  it  died  in  twentv  minutes. 

A  fatal  Boiler  Explosion  took  place  on  the  Hth  inst. 
at  Dudley,  in  the  fire-iron  and  glass-cutting  factory  of 
Messrs.  Davis.  The  building  was  wholly  destroyed, 
together  with  all  the  machinery,  which  was  blown  into 
the  air,  and  scattered  over  the  houses  adjoining  in  many 
cases  large  masses  of  iron  falling  on  the  houses  and 
breaking  through  the  roofs.  The  engineer,  named 
Joseph  Millward,  was  blown  to  a  great  height  in  the  air, 
and,  falling  on  the  roof  of  a  house  about  80  feet  from 
the  factory  wall,  his  weight  carried  him  through  the 


slating  and  ceiling  of  the  attic  to  the  floor  of  the  room. 
The  unfortunate  man  was  not  dead  when  he  was  found 
in  the  room  nearly  half  an  hour  after  the  explosion,  but 
did  not  survive  more  than  an  hour.  Besides  the  engi- 
neer there  were  killed — Elias  Sheldon,  about  20  years 
of  age;  Peter  Ellis,  who  has  left  a  widow  with  five 
children ;  and  George  Stokes,  a  man-ied  man,  with  no 
children.  The  remains  of  the  poor  fellows  were  shock- 
ingly mangled.  James  Taff,  a  lad  in  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  Davis,  was  so  dreadfully  injured  that  liile  hopes 
were  entertained  of  his  recovery.  A  workman,  named 
Thomas  Cifthes,  and  his  wife  were  found  buried  in  the 
ruins,  but,  comparatively,  not  much  hurt.  The  arm 
and  hand  of  one  of  the  poor  fellows,  severed  from  his 
body,  could  not  be  found.  The  cause  of  the  accident  has 
not  been  explained. 

A  young  man  named  Charles  Cotton,  a  porter  in  the 
service  of  the  Si)uth-Western  Railway  Company,  was 
Killed  on  the  14th  inst.,  by  a  survey  train  catching 
him  as  he  was  about  to  get  from  the  line  to  the  platform. 
The  whistle  had  announced  the  arrival  of  a  train,  and 
the  deceased,  thinking  it  was  a  passenger  train  just  due, 
hastened  across  the  line,  and  endeavoured  to  get  upon 
the  platform,  catching  hold  of  a  fence  to  assist  him, 
when  his  foot  slipped  and  he  swung  from  it,  still  holding 
on  the  fence,  when  at  that  moment  the  survey  train,  in 
which  some  of  the  directors  and  oflacers  were  viewing 
the  state  of  the  line,  passed  through  the  station  without 
stopping,  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  it  been  the 
expected  passenger  train.  As  it  passed,  the  steps  of  the 
carriages  appear  to  have  struck  the  unfortunate  man, 
who  was  hurled  some  twenty  or  thirty  yards  forward  on 
the  line,  and  killed  upon  the  spot — the  lower  parts  of  his 
body  being  almost  literally  twisted  round  from  their  na- 
tural position.  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  on  the 
24th  inst.  As  it  appeared  that  the  Hon.  F.  Scott,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Directors,  and  Mr.  Beattie,  the  super- 
intendent, were  in  the  survey  train  at  the  time  of  the 
accident,  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  against  them  was 
returned  ;  the  verdict  having  been  agreed  to  by  twelve 
jurymen,  with  five  dissentients. 

An  immense  cotton  factory  at  Liverpool,  called  the 
North-shore  Mill,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Brogden,  was 
Destroyed  by  Fire,  in  the  night  of  the  17th  inst.  In  its 
suddenness  and  extent  the  fire  was  the  greatest  that  has 
happened  in  Liverpool  for  many  years.  In  half  an  hour 
after  it  was  discovered  the  whole  building  was  one 
mass  of  flames,  and  every  attempt  to  stop  their  progress 
was  vain.  The  property,  valued  at  nearly  100,000^.,  is 
said  to  be  insured  to  the  greater  part  of  its  amount ;  but 
not  less  than  a  thousand  workpeople  are  thrown  out  of 
bread. 

Holmfirth  has  experienced  a  great  Calamity  by  Fire. 
A  very  extensive  woollen  mill,  erected  by  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  but  lately  occupied  by  several  persons,  has  been 
burnt  down.  It  is  thought  the  fire  originated  from  the 
spontaneous  combustion  of  "  waste. "  Holmfirth, 
studied  with  manufactories,  has  not  a  single  fire-engine; 
the  nearest  is  seven  miles  away.  So  the  fire  had  time 
to  get  a  great  hold  before  any  engine  could  be  obtained. 
The  loss  is  estimated  at  12,000/.  at  least,  and  hundreds 
of  workpeojde  are  thrown  out  of  employment. 

An  extraordinary  case  of  ni/drophobia  has  occurred 
in  Lincolnshire.  In  January  last,  a  girl  named  Taylor, 
12  years  of  &ae,  vras  bitten  in  the  hand  by  a  mad  dog, 
in  a  field  at  Fillingham.  She  was  taken  to  a  surgeon, 
who  not  only  cauterized  the  wound,  but  applied  the 
cupping-glasses.  She  was  subsequently  removed  to  the 
village  of  Brocklesby,  where  she  took  a  quantity  of 
medicine,  supposed  to  be  a  certain  preventive  or  cure. 
After  returning  home,  she  remained  in  apparently  good 
health  until  the  16th  inst.,  when  she  was  attacked  by 
spasms  and  great  thirst.  She  was  perfectly  sensible 
when  free  from  the  spasmodic  attacks,  but  when  triey 
returned  the  paroxysms  were  distressing,  and  she  ulti- 
mately died  from  their  effects.  The  wound  was  small, 
and  had  healed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  there  was  a  Collision  on 
the  Caledonian  Railway.  A  passenger  train,  which  had 
just  stopped  at  Slateford  station,  on  its  way  to  Edin- 
burgh, was  run  into  by  a  mineral  train  approaching 
Edinburgh  on  the  sime  line  of  rails.  Eleven  of  thg 
passengers  were  injured,  one  or  two  of  them   seriously 
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■while'the  engine  of  the  mineral  train  and  several  of  the 
carriages  were  considerably  damaged.  The  result  of  a 
judicial  investigation  of  the  case  has  been  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  driver  of  the  mineral  train  for  culpable 
neglect  of  duty  and  inattention. 

A  Fatal  Railway  Accident  occurred  on  the  Glasgow 
and  South-Western  Railway,  on  the  evening  of  the 
24th  instant.  A  train  leaves  Carlisle  at  7  p.m.  for  Dum- 
fries, not  proceeding  farther.  When  this  train  was 
nearing  Dornock  station,  and  about  three  miles  south  of 
Annan,  on  a  straight  part  of  the  line,  the  engine  ran  off 
the  rails,  down  an  embankment  about  five  feet  high, 
and  into  an  adjoining  field.  The  tender  and  luggage- 
van  went  off  the  line,  and  the  first  carriage  (third  class) 
was  upset  upon  the  line.  The  other  carriages  were  not 
much  disturbed  ;  and  fortunate  it  was  that  the  couplings 
of  the  engine  gave  way.  otherwise  a  most  fearful  accident 
would  in  all  probability  have  ensued.  When  the  pas- 
sengers'succeeded  in  extricating  themselves,  John  Liver, 
the  engine-driver,  was  found  lying  under  the  engine, 
and  insensible  ;  his  right  leg  had  been  cut  off,  and  his 
head  injured.  He  died  in  a  few  hours.  The  stoker, 
Thomas  Quaide,  was  brought  to  Dumfries,  and  removed 
to  the  infirmary  ;  one  of  his  legs  was  torn  off  below  the 
knee,  and  immediate  amputation  at  the  thigh  was  found 
necessary.  He  is  in  a  critical  state,  but  may  recover. 
An  investigation  as  to  the  accident  and  its  cause  is  to 
be  made  immediately. 

The  Adelphi  Theatre  at  Edinburgh  has  been 
Destroyed  by  Fire.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  the 
tire  was  discerned  issuing  from  under  the  stage,  and  the 
building  being  old,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  outer 
■walls,  of  wood,  the  flames  spread  with  a  fearful 
rapidity,  and  soon  enveloped  the  whole  edifice.  Happily 
the  occurrence  took  place  before  the  audience  were 
assembled,  otherwise  the  consequences  might  have  been 
most  disastrous.  Within  an  hour  the  entire  building 
was  reduced  to  ruin,  while  the  flames  spread  on  all 
sides,  and  caught  several  contiguous  tenements,  which 
were,  however,  saved  by  the  timely  arrival  and  well 
directed  exertions  of  the  fire  brigade,  and  by  the 
abundant  supply  of  water  obtained.  The  manager, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  was  partially  if  not  wholly  insured,  and 
the  value  of  the  building  was  covered  by  insurance. 
The  loss  of  engagements  by  the  actors  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  wardrobes  will,  however,  be  attended  with 
great  hardship.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  involved  in 
mystery. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

There  was  a  great  assemblage  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
at  Stafibrd  House,  on  the  7th  inst.,  to  Welcome  Mrs. 
Harriet  Beecher  Stotne.  It  included  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Sutherland,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Argyll,  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Shaftesbury,  Lord 
John  Russell,  Viscount  Palmerston,  Mr.  Gladstone,  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  with 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Whately,  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  Mr. 
Hallam,  Lord  Glenelg,  Mr.  Arthur  Kinnaird  and  Mrs. 
Kinnaird,  the  Chevalier  Bunsen,  Mr.  Tom  Taylor,  the 
Earl  of  Harrowby,  Mrs.  Mary  Howitt,  Mr.  Macaulay, 
M.P.,  Sir  Robert  Inglis,  M.P.,  Mr.  Labouchere,  M.P., 
and  Mr.  John  Macgregor,  M.P.  The  Duke  of  Suther- 
land presented  Mrs.  Stowe  to  the  company,  and  the  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury  read  to  her  an  address  of  welcome  and 
praise  ;  expressing  at  the  close  a  desire  to  cultivate  the 
most  friendly  and  affectionate  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  and  a  belief  that  the  understanding  would  be 
promoted  by  avowing  deep  admiration  for  an  American 
lady  possessed  of  such  vast  genius  and  intellectual  power 
as  Mrs.  Stowe.  Her  brother,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Beechc-, 
thanked  the  assembly  in  her  name,  and  read  a  long 
letter  signed  "  C.  M.  Clay,"  expressing  the  anti-slavery 
sentiment?  of  the  writer,  and  his  sympathy  with  Mrs. 
Stowe.  This  ceremony  being  over,  refreshments  were 
served  ;  and  then  the  ladies  assembled  in  one  of  the 
saloons  of  Stafford  House ;  Mrs.  Stowe  sitting  between 
the  Duchess  of  Sutherland  and  the  Duchess  of  Argyll. 
The  following  notes  of  her  conversation  have  appeared 
in  the  newspapers.     She  said  that  the  ladies  of  England 


were  not  at  all  aware  of  the  real  state  of  feeling  of  the 
ladies  of  America  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  It  must 
not  be  judged  of  by  the  answers  sent  to  the  address,  nor 
by  the  statements  in  the  American  newspapers.  The 
ladies  of  England  seem  not  to  be  at  all  aware  of  the  deep 
feeling  of  sympathy  with  which  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin" 
was  received  in  America  long  before  it  was  known  in 
England.  The  press  in  America  liad  invariably  spoken 
highly  of  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  The  first  word  that 
ever  appeared  in  print  against  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  " 
was  the  article  in  the  Times — this  was  reprinted  and 
reechoed  in  our  papers,  and  widely  circulated  in  the  form 
of  a  tract.  The  bitterness  and  anger  manifested  against 
the  ladies'  address  showed  how  much  its  force  had  en- 
raged the  advocates  of  slavery.  You  in  England  (she 
said)  are  happily  ignorant  of  slavery,  yet  that  address 
has  shown  your  sympathy,  and  sympathy  is  very  sweet. 
There  is  no  bitter  feeling  really  between  the  ladies  of  the 
two  countries ;  but  the  ladies  of  America  cannot,  be- 
cause of  their  husbands'  personal  and  political  feelings, 
stand  forth  'and  say  what  they  feel  on  the  subject. 
Some  had  said  that  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  "  was  now  for- 
gotten ;  but  it  should  be  mentioned  that  60,000  copies  of 
the  "Key  to  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin"  were  sold  in  three 
days.  The  practical  question  was,  what  can  be  done  to 
forward  this  great  work  ?  She  looked  first  to  God,  but 
man  also  could  do  something.  Sympathy  must  continue 
to  be  expressed;  British  subjects  m  Canada  must  be 
educated ;  the  \ise  of  free-grown  cotton  must  be  en- 
couraged :  such  are  the  ways  in  which  this  great  work 
may  be  aided  by  the  people  of  England  ;  remembering 
that,  after  all,  the  issue  is  in  the  hands  of  Him  who  or- 
dereth  all  things. 

By  the  invitation  of  the  Lady  Mayoress,  a  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Mansion-house,  on  the  7th  inst.,  to  aid 
Dressmakers  and  Milliners  in  shortening  their  hours  of 
labour,  providing  better  ventilation  for  work-rooms, 
and  encouraging  provident  habits.  Among  those 
present  were  the  Countess  of  Wilton,  Viscountess 
Canning,  Miss  Burdett  Coutts,  and  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Mortimer. 

The  annual  meeting  of  ihe British  and  Foreign  School 
Society  was  held  on  the  9th  inst.  It  was  preceded,  as 
usual,  by  an  examination  of  the  scholars  in  various 
branches  of  religious  and  secular  education.  Among 
the  visitors  at  the  examination  were  Lord  John  Russell 
and  Mrs.  H.  B.  Stowe,  who,  on  being  introduced  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Binney  as  "the  mother  of  Uncle  Tom,"  was 
received  with  rapturous  applause  by  the  children.  At 
the  meeting  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Lord  John 
Russell.  'The  secretary  read  the  report  of  the  society's 
proceedings  during  the  year.  The  boys'  model  school 
had  admitted  842  children,  and  the  girls'  school  430. 
Twenty-seven  pupil  teachers  had  been  apprenticed  by 
the  Committee  of  Council.  160  students  had  been 
admitted  into  the  normal  school  for  young  men,  and  143 
young  women  into  the  Female  Training  Establishment; 
sixty  had  been  examined  for  certificates  of  merit,  and 
140  teachers  had  been  appointed  to  schools.  During  the 
year  fifty-four  new  schools  had  been  established,  afford- 
ing accommodation  for  7000  children;  295  towns  had 
been  visited  by  agents  for  school  inspection;  ninety- 
seven  public  meetings  had  been  held,  and  twenty-four 
lectures  delivered  in  different  parts  of  the  country ;  124 
grants  in  money  or  school  materials  had  been  made. 
The  receipts  during  the  past  year  (including  a  sub- 
scription of  lOO;.  from  her  Majesty)  amounted  to 
19,.338;.  16s.  lOd.,  and  the  expenditure  to  18,771?.  lis.  3d., 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  567?.  5s.  7d.  The  report 
urgently  appealed  for  increased  subscriptions.  It  was 
adopted  ;  and  thanks  were  voted  to  Lord  John  Russell, 
who  took  occasion,  in  returning  thanks,  to  make  some 
important  remarks  on  the  subject  of  education.  After 
observing  that  the  country  was  getting  into  a  position 
in  which  the  question  of  of  education  was  becoming 
ripe  for  further  measures  and  more  e.xtended  applica- 
tion, he  proceeded  to  say;  "Some  question  has  been 
made  to-day  with  respect  to  the  promotion  of  education, 
as  we  have  always  endeavoured  to  promote  it,  in  con- 
nection with  religion.  That  was  from  the  commence- 
ment the  principle  of  this  institution,  and  I  trust  it  will 
ever  continue  to  be.  At  the  same  time,  as  many 
reflections  have  been   thrown   out  against  those   who 
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promote  secular  education,  I  may  perhaps  say,  without 
;it  all  being  the  advocate  of  opinions  from  which  I  differ, 
or  a  scheme  from  which  I  entirely  dissent,  that  in  some 
instances  the  mode  in  which  religious  education  has 
\  been  given  has  afforded  some  advantage  to  the  argu- 
<  ments  and  some  plausibility  to  the  schemes  of  those 
who  promote  secular  education.  If  all  those  who  wish 
to  unite  religion  with  education  would  say  that  we 
must  consider  in  the  child  his  body,  his  mind,  and  his 
soul — if  all  would  act  according  to  that  precept  there  is 
no  doubt  that  a  union  of  secular  and  religious  educa- 
tion would  be  the  sole  education  that  was  fitted  to  bring 
up  men  and  women  for  this  Christian  community  ;  but 
when  part  of  that  lesson  is  forgotten,  when  the  body 
and  the  mind  are  very  much  neglected,  and  that  which 
is  taught  of  religion  is  so  conducted  into  the  paths  of 
theological  differences,  and  of  particular  opinions  which 
divide  the  Cliristian  sects  from  one  another,  then  the 
man  who  is  for  secular  education  steps  in  and  says, 
'  These  children  are  entirely  occupied  with  religious 
differences,  and  with  niceties  which  they  cannot 
comprehend ;  we  had  better  put  aside  the  religious  part 
i)f  the  education,  to  be  given  at  a  different  time  and  by 
different  persons.'  I  think  we  who  belong  to  the 
British  and  Foreign  School  Society  have  always  done 
our  best  to  avoid  that  error,  and  I  believe  that  in  the 
iuture  education  of  this  country  it  will  be  much  more 
avoided  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  I  certainly  can 
never  think  that  in  either  of  the  scliemes  put  forward 
liy  those  who  are  for  secular  education  the  great 
jiurpose  of  education  is  sulficiently  answered.  There 
lire  those  who  say  that  half  a  day,  or  two  days  of  the 
week  and  the  whole  of  the  day  on  Sunday,  may  be 
given  to  religious  teaching  and  instruction  ;  they  thus 
us  it  were,  give  up  two  days  for  religious  instruction, 
which  is,  in  fact,  the  education  of  the  soul,  while  they 
leave  four  days  of  the  week  for  that  which  is  secular 
education  only.  I  say  this  is  a  most  unhappy  and  most 
unwise  division ;  that  neither  in  respect  of  time  nor  in 
respect  of  the  subject  is  that  an  education  which  the 
future  nation  of  England  ought  to  receive.  I  say  that 
secular  and  religious  education  ought  to  be  mixed 
together — that  the  instruction  should  be  imparted  to 
educate  the  body,  the  mind,  and  the  soul  together  ;  and 
when  this  task  has  been  accomplished,  then  indeed  you 
may  be  proud  of  your  work." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  for  the  Aid  of 
Dressmakers  and  Milliners,  was  held  on  the  11th  at 
Willis's  Rooms.  Lord  Shaftesbury  presided.  The 
Marchioness  of  Londonderry,  the  Countesses  of  Wilton 
and  Harrowby,  Ladies  Wharncliffe,  llivers,  Hardinge, 
&c.  &c.,  were  present.  A  report  was  read,  which 
stated  that  no  deaths  had  occurred  iu  the  last  two  years 
out  of  250  cases  of  sickness.  The  majority  of  the  west- 
end  houses  had  reduced  the  hours  of  work,  and  had 
improved  ventilation.  But  some  few  houses  still  exact 
excessive  labour,  and  prevent  young  people  when  sick 
from  seeing  the  medical  officer  of  the  society.  The 
report  then  alluded  to  a  declaration  relative  to  the 
hours  of  work  from  a  few  influential  employers,  in 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  young  people  in  their 
establishments  did  not  work  more  than  12  hours  a  day, 
except  from  March  to  July,  when  they  worked 
13j  hours,  inclusive  (in  each  case)  of  \h  hour  for  meals  ; 
that  suitable  sleeping  accommodation  was  provided ; 
that  there  was  no  work  on  Sunday  or  all  night,  and 
that  the  food  was  of  the  best  quality,  and  unlimited  iu 
quantity.  The  committee  regarded  .this  declaration  as 
creditable  to  those  who  signed  it,  but  thought  that  a 
day's  work  ought  not  to  exceed  10  hours,  with  a  due 
allowance  for  meals,  nor  did  they  despair  of  a  general 
introduction  of  such  hours  in  the  dressmaking  business. 
During  the  last  year  1223  young  persons  had  entered 
their  names  in  the  register — the  total  number  since  the 
formation  of  the  society  was  10,982,  and  the  provident 
fund  numbered  about  70  depositors.  The  balance  sheet 
showed  the  last  year's  income  to  be  1970/.  19*.  Qd.,  the 
expenditure  642/.  1*.  lOrf.  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  moved 
the  first  resolution — "  That  the  meeting  hailed  with 
satisfaction  the  declaration  of  employers,  whilst  they 
regretted  that  the  limitation  of  the  hours  of  work  was 
not  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  viz.,  10^-  hours  of 
actual  labour."     He  said  that  enforcing  young  persons 


to  work  for  12  hours,  and  from  March  to  July  13i  hours, 
was  an  evil  of  great  magnitude.  Young  people  could 
not  keep  up  12  hours'  actual  w-ork  for  three  or  four 
months  without  great  and  permanent  injury.  The 
majority  of  these  young  people  were  from  14  to  20  years 
of  age,  a  period  of  life  when  the  most  important  pro- 
cesses of  growth  and  development  were  going  forward  ; 
and  the  system  could  not  be  carried  on  without  a 
complete  ruin  of  the  constitution.  To  those  who  had 
made  young  people  go  through  14,  15,  or  16  hours' 
work  a  day,  he  had  one  short  word  to  say,  that  more 
and  better  work  was  done  in  a  short  time  than  in  a 
long  time,  for  it  was  only  for  a  certain  number  of  hours 
that  diligence  and  attention  would  be  sustained,  and 
that  the  hand  and  eye  were  in  a  condition  to  do  efficient 
work.  The  resolution  was  carried,  as  also  resolutions 
appointing  committees  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

The  annual  Festival  of  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy  was 
celebrated  on  the  11th  inst.  with  the  customary  usages. 
The  sermon  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  was  preached  by 
Archdeacon  Sinclair.  A  banquet  at  the  Merchant 
Tailors'  Hall  followed  the  religious  service  ;  the  Lord 
Mayor  in  the  chair.  Among  the  company  were  the 
Arclibishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishops  of  London,  St. 
Asaph,  Bangor,  Winchester,  llipon,  Norwich,  Carlisle, 
St.  David's,  Hereford,  and  Llandaff.  The  society  has 
now  existed  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years. 

The  sixty-fourth  anniversary  of  the  Boyal  Literary 
Fund  was  ^celebrated  on  the  11th  by  the  customary 
dinner  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern.  Mr.  Disraeli  .per- 
formed the  office  of  chairman.  Among  the  company, 
were  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  Lord  John  Manners, 
Professor  Aytoun,  Dr.  Daubeny,  Dr.  Latham,  Sir  Henry 
Ellis,  Mr.  Monckton  Milnes,  the  Chevalier  d'Azeglio, 
Mr.  Justice  Halliburton,  the  Bishop  of  Ohio,  Professor 
Fenton,  Mr.  B.  King,  and  Mr.  G.  Peabody.  In  giving  the 
toast  of  the  evening — "  Prosperity  to  the  Royal  Literary 
Fund,  and  the  health  of  the  Marquis  of  Landsdowne," 
Mr.  Disraeli  delivered  a  long  oration,  in  which  he 
described  the  origiu  of  the  institution, — which  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  Burke,  had 
thought  too  beautiful  to  be  realised  ;  he  commented  on 
the  change  which  has  brought  authors  a  reading  public ; 
he  dwelt  on  the  evil  contingencies — such  as  sickness, 
temporary  failure,  and  unavoidable  debt — which  over- 
whelm the  literary  man  ;  and  he  showed  how  the  insti- 
tution, founded  on  the  true  principle  that  theliterary 
man  must  not  be  the  victim  of  exigencies,  steps  in  under 
these  circumstances,  to  relieve  and  encourage.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Russell  laid  before  the  meeting  an  account  of 
the  society's  financial  aflairs.  They  had  received  1340/., 
which  was  a  little  less  than  last  year,  but  still  consider- 
ably more  than  had  been  received  in  previous  years. 
Objections  had  been  made  to  the  society  for  having 
chambers  ;  but  it  would  be  sufficient  answer  to  say  they 
had  an  estate  which  had  been  left  them  for  the  express 
purpose,  and  which  yielded  197/.  a  year  after  the  pro- 
perty tax  was  paid.  Would  these  gentlemen,  (he  asked), 
in  the  name  of  all  that  was  respectable,  have  the  cor- 
poration receive  the  legacy,  and  not  expend  it  in  the 
manner  directed  by  the  donor  ?  Then  they  complained 
that  the  secretary  was  paid  200/.  Really  that  was  not 
too  much  even  lor  getting  together  such  a  magnificent 
meeting,  but  when  they  considered  that  all  the 
enquiries  were  made,  and  all  the  money  paid  to  the 
recipients  through  that  officer,  he  telt  sure  they  would 
agree  that  the  secretary  was  most  inadequately  remune- 
rated. The  rev.  doctor  then  proceeded  to  answer  an 
article  in  the  Times  against  charity  dinners,  and  asked, 
if  the  men  who  attended  such  demonstrations  were  all 
bores,  how  was  it  that  so  many  ladies  honoured  them 
with  their  presence — 250  in  the  gallery  at  one  end  of 
the  room,  and  250  on  the  platform  at  the  other  ? 
Besides,  the  dinner  last  year  only  cost  34/.,  besides  the 
guineas  of  the  diners.  The  rev.  doctor  was  proceeding, 
but  the  company  testified  their  impatience  so  loudly, 
that  he  resumed  his  seat  after  reading  the  list  of 
subscriptions,  which  was  headed  by  her  Majesty's 
donation  of  one  hundred  guineas,  and  amounted  t3 
about  950/. 

The  Dublin  hidustrial  Exhihition  was  opened  on  the 
12th  inst.,  by  Lord-Lieutenant  St.  Germans.  Above 
fifteen  thousand  persons  were  iu  the  building  ;  the  day 
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as  fine  ;  and  sanguine  expectation  was  surpassed  by 
success.  Earl  St.  Germans  knighted  tlie  architect,  Mr. 
John  Benson ;  and  regretted  that  Mr.  Dargan  had  de- 
clined tliat  honour — the  highest  honour  lie  had  to  be- 
stow. This  Exhibition  owes  its  existence  to  Mr.  Dargan. 
Sprung  from  the  people,  and  arrived  at  fortune  by  bis 
own  industry,  he  has  actually  advanced  nearly  SO,UOO/. 
for  the  construction  of  the  building.  He  has  set  aside 
all  calculations  of  profit  in  the  enterprise.  He  looks  to 
be  repaid  his  large  advances,  but  he  will  make  no  claim 
to  any  contingent  surplus,  though  he  will  bear  all  the 
deficiency  should  there  be  any.  There  seems  every  pro- 
bability that  this  confidence  will  be  well  placed  :  season- 
tickets  to  a  very  considerable  amount  had  been  sold  be- 
fore the  opening.  The  building  stands  on  grounds 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Dublin  Society,  near  Merrion 
Square.  It  differs  entirely  from  the  Hyde  Park  edifice 
of  18.51.  It  is  not  all  glazed,  and  light  is  admitted 
only  from  above.  It  is  divided  into  one  large  central 
and  two  smaller  halls  ;  the  former  425  feet  long,  100  feet 
wide,  and  105  feet  high ;  the  latter  each  355  feet  long, 
50  feet  wide,  and  65  feet  high. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  iJri/isA  and  Foreign  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  was  held,  on  the  17th  inst.,  in  Exeter 
Hall,  which  was  densely  crowded.  The  chair  was  taken 
most  punctually  by  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  supported 
by  Professor  Stowe,  Mr.  C.  Beecher,  Mr.  J.  Sturge, 
Colonel  Thompson,  Mr.  G.  Crnikshank,  and  a  number 
of  other  gentlemen.  Mrs.  H.  Beecher  Stowe,  with  some 
other  ladies,  occupied  seats  in  one  of  the  .side  galleries, 
and  Mrs.  Cliisholm  sat  in  the  one  opposite.  When  Mrs. 
Stowe  entered  the  excitement  of  the  assembled  audience 
rose  to  a  tremendous  pitch,  and  it  was  several  miuutes 
before  the  cheers,  with  which  the  hall  rang  again,  had 
sufficiently  relieved  them.  When  she  withdrew  the 
same  honours  were  paid  to  her.  The  noble  chairman 
opened  the  proceedings,  eloquently  enforcing  the  usual 
arguments  against  slavery.  The  most  interesting  speech 
was  that  of  Professor  Stowe.  After  mentioning  the 
favourable  opinions  which  were  held  with  regard  to  the 
condition  of  slaves  in  the  early  part  of  the  llepublic, 
when  it  was  universally  acknowledged  that  slavery  was 
a  sin  and  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  instancing  as  a 
proof  of  this  that  in  his  early  days  black  children  were 
admitted  into  the  same  schools  as  Avhite,  ho  observed 
that  this  state  of  things  continued  up  to  about  30  years 
ago,  and  the  reason  that  it  had  changed  was  owing  to 
the  profitableness  of  the  cotton  trade  ;  that  bad  made  the 
change,  and,  he  took  God  to  witness,  nothing  else.  It 
was  the  profits  of  that  trade  which  had  riveted  the 
chains  of  slavery  over  the  Union.  What  right  (it  had 
been,  asked)  bad  Great  Britain  to  interfere  ?  She  con- 
sumed four-fitths  of  the  cotton  grown  in  America ;  she 
sustained  by  these  means  four-fifths  of  the  slaves  in  the 
American  States.  That  was  her  right  to  interlere.  She 
participated  in  the  guilt,  not  directly  but  indirectly,  for 
without;  the  assistance  of  Great  Britain  the  cotton  would 
not  be  used.  The  Americans  could  not  consume  suffi- 
cient in  their  own  manufactures  ;  and  their  sugar  and 
rice  trade,  compared  with  the  cotton,  was  of  little  im- 
portance. He  did  not  dictate  to  England  the  course  of 
duty  that  she  ought  to  take,  but  merely  brought  before 
their  minds  the  solemn  truth.  What  did  the  slave- 
holders and  cotton-growers  say  ?  Wliy,  that  the  En- 
glish lovtd  to  stand  up  in  Exeter  Hall  and  denounce 
them,  and  condemn  them,  but  would  they  take  any  less 
cotton  from  them, — would  they  diminish  their  profits 
one  penny  in  their  zeal  to  emancipate  slaves  by  adopting 
the  way  in  which  their  zeal  might  be  beneficial?  The 
price  of  cotton  regulated  the  price  of  the  slave.  At  pre- 
sent they  averagtd  from  SOO  to  1,000  dollars,  and  to 
stock  a  cotton  plantation  took  from  200  to  400  ;  so  that 
an  immense  outlay  had  to  be  made  before  slave  labour 
could  be  brought  into  competition  with  free  labour 
The  Chinese  were  now  flocking  into  America,  and 
would  work  at  the  rate  of  Q>d.  a-day,  and  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  now  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
slaveholdei-s  feel  that  they  were  in  earnest,  and  deter- 
mined to  do  something  towards  the  abolition  of  the  sys- 
tem. If  they  could  abolish  slavery  by  making  speeches 
in  that  hall,  or  by  legislation  iir  parliament,  lie  should 
be  most  happy  for  them  to  do  so.  But  they  could 
not.      The   only    way   was   by   making   them  compete 


with  free  labour,  and,  if  the  English  could  not 
make  as  much  profit  by  using  free  cotton  as  slave 
cotton  they  must  bo  content  with  practising  a  little  of 
the  denial  they  so  properly  preached  to  the  slaveholder. 
The  following  resolutions  were  successively  moved  and 
unanimously  adopted  : — "  That  this  meeting,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  a  euuviotion  of  the  inherent  sinfulness  of  ' 
slaveholdiiig,  and  of  the  doctrine  that  a  human  being 
may  be  made  a  cliattel  and  become  property  to  his  fellow- 
man,  deem  it  especially  incumbent  upon  them,  at  this 
time,  most  solemnly  to  assert  the  principle  of  immediate 
and  unconditional  emancipation,  as  the  only  one  that  is 
consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  slave  and  the 
duty  of  the  master.  And  this  meeting,  regarding  the 
maintenance  of  slavery  in  professedly  Christian  com- 
munities as  a  disgrace  to  humanity,  a  dishonour  to  civi- 
lization, and  an  outi'ago  upon  I'eligiun,  would  thei'efore 
emphatically  affirm  it  as  their  deliberate  conviction  that 
it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  professing  Christians,  of  all 
denominations  and  in  all  countries,  to  lift  up  their  voices 
in  uncompromising  condemnatioa  of  an  iniquity  so 
monstrous  ;  and  zealously  and  perseveriugly  to  employ 
all  moral  and  pacific  means  to  efl'ect  its  removal.  ' 
"  That,  with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  public  sentiment 
on  this  subject  in  slaveholdingcommunities,  it  is  ot  the  first 
importance  that  those  who  are  earnest  in  condemnation 
of  slavery  should  observe  consistency  ;  and  therefore  it 
is  their  duty  to  encourage  the  development  of  the  natural 
resources  of  countries  where  slavery  does  not  exist,  and 
the  soil  of  which  is  adapted  to  the  growth  of  products — 
especially  of  cotton — now  partially  or  chiefly  raised  by 
slave  labour ;  and,  though  the  extinction  of  slaveiy  is 
less  to  be  e.xpected  from  a  diminislied  demand  for  slave- 
produce  than  from  the  moral  eft'ects  of  a  .stedfast  abhor- 
rence of  slavery  itsell',  and  Irom  an  unwavering  and  a 
consistent  opposition  to  it,  this  meeting  would  earnestly 
recommend,  that  in  all  cases  where  it  is  practicable  a 
decided  preference  should  be  given  to  the  products  of 
free  labour  by  all  who  enter  their  protest  against  slavery, 
so  that  at  least  they  themselves  may  be  clear  of  any 
participation  in  the  guilt  of  the  sy.stera,  and  be  thus 
morally  strengthened  in  their  condemnation  of  it." 
"  That  this  meeting,  while  deeply  lamenting  the  oppres- 
sive enactments  wliich  several  States  of  the  American 
Union  have  recently  passed  with  respect  to  their  free 
coloured  population,  and  whicli  are  not  only  calculated 
to  perpetuate  prejudices  against  colour,  but  the  ultimate 
and  avowed  object  of  which  is  the  forcible  removal  of 
freeborn  men  from  the  land  of  their  birth,  and,  wliile 
regretting  that  tlie  iniquitous  fugitive  slave  law  is  likely 
to  be  still  maintained,  and  even  more  rigorously  enforced 
than  heretofore,  would  nevertheless  record  their  satis- 
faction at  the  encouraging  signs  which  are  manifesting 
themselves  in  thut  country  ;  recognising  the  powerful 
influence  of  public  opinion  to  accomplish  the  most  im- 
portant moral,  social,  and  political  changes,  tliis  meeting 
would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  signal  services  which, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  have  been  rendered  to  the 
anti-slavery  cause  by  the  writers  who  have  infused  a 
new  spirit  "into  the  literature  of  the  day  and  held  up 
slavery  to  universal  reprobation ;  by  the  politiciaus  who 
have  denounced  it,  and  by  abolitionists  generally,  both 
in  England  and  America,  who,  by  their  long  and  ar- 
duous labours,  their  persistent  investigation,  and  their 
uncompromising  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  enslaved 
and  oppressed,  have  been  mainly  instrumental  in  form- 
ing public  opinion,  which  has  recently  been  evoked  in  so 
triumphant  a  manner." 

The  twentieth  anniversary  meeting  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Sailors  Society  was  held  on  the  17th 
instant,  Ke'i.r  Admiral  Moorsom  presiding.  The  charity 
is  wholly  of  a  religious  character,  and  its  object  is  to 
provide  "on  board  ship  and  otherwise,  means  for  tho 
religious  instruction  of  British  and  foreign  sailors 
trading  to  and  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
A  report  was  read,  describing  the  operations  of  the 
society  during  the  past  year ;  urging  its  claims  upon  the 
religious  public,  and  at"  the  same  time  cautioniug  them 
against  res[)ondiiig  to  the  appeals  of  persons  pretending 
to  represent  sailors'  societies,  and  stating  that  some 
persons  had  been  convicted,  and  were  now  sufiering 
imprisonment,  for  obtaining  money  on  such  false 
liretences.     The  balancr-sbeet  gave  as  the  receipts  for 
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the  year,  including  a  balance  standing  over  from  the 
previous  year  of  148?.,  the  sum  of  2,600?.,  which  (less  a 
moderate  balance  remaining  at  the  banker's)  had  been 
expended  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  society  and 
in  paying  off  debts  incurred  in  former  years.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  business  an  appeal  for  immediate 
pecuniary  contributions  was  made,  which  was  liberally 
responded  to  by  the  company  present. 

The  tenth  anniversary  festival  of  the  Governesses' 
Benevolent  Institution  was  celebrated  on  the  18th,  at  the 
London  Tavern,  the  Earl  of  Harrowby,  president  of  the 
Institution,  in  the  chair.  The  objects  of  the  charity  are 
the  relief  of  governesses  in  temporary  difficulty,  the 
granting  of  annuities  to  aged  governesses,  the  securing 
of  deferred  annuities  to  governesses  upon  their  own 
payments,  a  home  for  the  disengaged,  free  registration  ; 
a  college  with  classes  and  certificates  of  qualification, 
and  an  asylum  for  the  aged.  The  claims  of  the  charity 
were  very  ably  urged  by  the  chairman  and  the  Rev. 
D.  Laing,  the  Honorary  Secretary,  and  it  appeared 
ft-om  their  statements  that  its  progress  had  been  most 
satisfactory ;  that  there  were  seventy-seven  annuitants, 
including  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  at  Kentish-town, 
who  were  not  dependent  on  transient  funds,  but  were 
receiving  their  annuities  from  invested  capital.  The 
benefits  of  the  home  had  been  extended  to  a  number 
of  governesses,  and  the  system  of  registration  had 
obtained  engagements  for  803  persons  seeking  them, 
without  any  expense  to  themselves,  and  on  the  whole 
fi'om  2,000  to  3,000  governesses  have  received  material 
aid  and  assistance.  Subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  1,200?  were  received. 

The  Registrar-General's  Quarterly  Retwn  of  Bij-ths, 
Marriages,  and  Deaths  has  been  published.  The  most 
remarkable  feature  is  the  great  increase  of  marriages, 
which  greatly  exceed  those  in  any  previous  return. 
There  were  158,439  marriages  in  18.52,  against  153,740 
in  1851.  On  the  last  quarter  of  that  year  there  were 
47,208  marriages,  against  38,291  in  the  previous  quarter. 
There  were  161,598  births  registered  in  the  March 
quarter  of  1853,  a  few  less  than  in  the  March  quarter 
of  1852.  The  deaths  in  the  same  periods  amounted  to 
118,241  and  106,682  respectively. 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Yorkshire  Union  of 
Mechanics'  Institutions  was  held  on  the  18th,  at  Thirsk. 
Mr.  Baines,  of  Leeds,  took  the  chair  at  the  morning 
sitting;  Lord  Walsingham  presided  in  the  evening; 
Sir  William  Galhvey,  the  Member  for  Thirsk,  was  pre- 
sent;  and  some  sixty  delegates  from  different  parts  of 
the  great  county  formed  the  conference.  During  the 
past  year,  the  number  of  institutions  in  connexion  with 
the  Union  has  increased  from  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  to  a  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  although  three 
have  withdrawn,  and  five  have  ceased  to  exist. 

A  soiree  took  place  on  the  25th  at  Willis's  Rooms,  St. 
James's-strcet,  at  the  instance  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  Preseiiting  an 
Address  to  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stoioe.  There  was  a 
crowded  attendance.  The  room  was  elegantly  decorated 
with  festoons  of  roses  and  leaves,  and  on  a  pedestal  at 
the  back  of  the  platform  was  placed  a  bust  of  Mrs.  Sto  we, 
beautifully  executed  by  Mr.  Bernard  in  white  marble. 
On  Mrs.  Stowe  appeai'ing  on  the  platform  she  was 
loudly  cheered.  She  was  accompanied  by  her  husband, 
the  Rev.  Professor  Stowe,  and  there  were  also  ou  the 
platform  a  number  of  ministers  of  religion  of  various 
denominations.  Mr.  Joseph  Sturge  presided,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  from  whom  a  letter 
was  read,  regretting  his  unavoidable  absence,  owing  to 
an  engagement  at  Chatham  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a 
church  and  to  open  a  ragged  school.  A  similar  letter 
was  read  from  the  Earl  of  Carlisle.  The  chairman  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that,  owing  to  the  crowded  state  of 
the  room,  and  the  delicate  health  of  Mrs.  Stowe,  it  was 
impossible  for  each  one  present  to  have  a  personal  intro- 
duction to  her.  The  address,  which  had  been  agreed  to 
the  preceding  day  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  was  then  read,  and  presented  to 
Mrs.  Stowe  amid  loud  cheering ;  and  Professor  Stowe, 
in  the  name  of  his  wife,  made  an  eloquent  reply.  The 
chairman  then  addressed  the  meeting  :  he  expressed  a 
hope  that  all  who  had  it  in  their  power  would  do  their 
utmost  to  promote  the  growth  of  cotton  and  sugar  in 


India.  A  penny  subscription  had  been  set  on  foot,  not 
personally  for  Mrs.  Stowe,  but  to  enable  her  to  promote 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  One  lady  had  collected  as  much 
as  6?.,  and  in  all  about  1,300?.  had  been  raised.  (Cheers.) 
As  there  were  various  modes  in  which  the  money  might 
be  beneficially  applied,  to  tract  societies  and  others,  in 
America,  it  was  proposed  to  make  it  more  of  a  national 
tribute,  by  enlarging  the  subscriptions  ;  and  the  noble 
earl  (Shaltesbury),  who  was  expected  to  preside,  had 
given  a  donation  of  10?.  (Cheers.)  He  recommended 
that  those  who  wished  to  discourage  American  slavery 
should  use  Irish  linen  instead  of  cotton.  (Hear.)  A 
chair  was  then  placed  for  Mrs.  Stowe  in  front  of  the 
platform,  and  the  audience  passed  below  in  succession, 
after  a  caution  from  the  chairman  that  they  should  not 
attempt  to  shake  hands  with  her. 

A  Teetotal  Soiree  was  held  on  the  25th  inst.  at  the 
Whittington  Club  to  celebrate  the  return  to  parliament 
of  Lawrence  Hey  worth,  Esq.,  the  steady  and  consistent 
advocate  of  total  abstinence  principles.  A  large  number 
of  pesrons  were  present,  and  Mr.  George  Cruikshank 
presided.  In  the  coui-se  of  the  evening  Mr.  Cruikshank 
said,  that  the  company  were  well  aware  that  this  was 
the  "  Derby  "  day,  and  that  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds 
would  change  pockets  on  the  occasion,  so  that  a  great 
deal  of  mischief  and  misery  would  be  the  result  to  a  great 
many  families.  But  this  "  Derby  "  day  was  not  that  of 
the  teetotallers.  Their  "  Derby  "  day  was  the  return  of 
Mr.  Heyworth  to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  borough  of  Derby.  That  was  a  result 
which  did  not  bring  misery  to  any  one,  and  it  was 
effected  without  any  money  passing  from  one  pocket  to 
another.  Members  of  parliament  had  a  powerful  in- 
fluence in  making  and  altering  the  laws  and  usages  of 
this  country,  and  this  being  so,  it  was  most  important 
that  they  should  have  teetotal  members  of  parliament. 
The  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  were  of  various 
political  opinions,  and  lield  different  religious  views,  and 
he  was  sorry  to  say  that  they  too  often  occupied  their 
time  upon  frivolous  and  unnecessary  topics.  They 
passed  laws  to  punish  the  poor  miserable  boy  who  picked 
a  pocket,  but  they  were  not  ashamed  to  buy  with  money 
their  own  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  con- 
fessed he  looked  on  the  latter  as  the  worst  crime  of  the 
two,  and  thought  that  the  rich  man  who  bought  a  seat 
by  bribery  deserved  more  to  be  transported  than  the 
poor  uneducated  boy  who  stole  a  pocket-handkerchief  in 
the  street.  He  recollected  the  time  when  he  felt  proud 
of  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  body  of  honourable  men 
and  as  gentlemen  ;  but  recent  events  had  exposed  so 
much  bribery,  treating,  and  corruption,  that  he  felt 
rather  ashamed  for  liis  country  now.  They  knew  that 
the  old  philosopher  Diogenes  used  to  go  about  in  mid- 
day with  a  lamp  to  look  for  an  honest  man.  He  much 
doubted  if  any  modern  Diogenes  would  find  many  honest 
men  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  he  might  at  least 
place  his  hand  on  one  honest,  straightforward,  and  up- 
right man,  and  that  was  Lawrence  Heyworth. — Mr. 
Heyworth,  in  returning  thanks,  spoke  of  the  progress  of 
the  abstinence  cause.  A  bill  had  been  introduced  to 
prevent  the  sale  of  spirits  in  grocers'  shops  in  Scotland. 
That  was  scmiething  gained.  There  was  also  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  sitting  on  the  subject 
of  beer-houses.  When  the  bill  relating  to  Scotland  was 
under  discussion,  he  stated  that  60,000  persons  were 
sacrificed  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  drink,  and  the  only 
way  to  remedy  the  evil  was  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  sjiirits 
altogether.  That  observation  was  received  with  some 
surprise,  but  not  with  ridicule.  It  was  even  listened  to 
with  respect,  and,  by  going  on  in  the  same  way,  showing 
the  evil  produced  by  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  and 
making  converts  to  the  cause,  he  trusted  the  time  would 
arrive  when  drunkenness  would  be  no  longer  known 
amongst  them. 

An  interesting  parliamentary  return  has  been  printed 
respecting  Day  and  Sunday  Schools  and  Scholars.  In 
1818.  there  were  19,230  schools  ;  in  1833,  38,971  ;  and 
in  1851,  46,114.  In  1818,  the  scholars  in  day  schools 
numbered  674,883;  in  1833,  1,267,947;  and  in  1851, 
2,144,377.  Of  Sunday  schools  there  were  5,463  in  1818 ; 
16,828  in  1833;  and  23,498  in  1851.  The  scholars  in 
1818  numbered  477,225;  in  1833,  1,548,890;  and  in 
1851,  2,407,409. 
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A  return  of  the  Number  of  Convicts,  of  some 
importance  at  the  present  time,  has  just  been  printed. 
In  seven  years  (18i6  to  1852  inclusive)  18,861  convicts 
were  removed  to  the  Australian  colonies — 13,785  males 
and  5,076  females.  On  the  31st  March  last  there  were 
1,234  prisoners  in  the  convict  prisons  and  hulks  eligible 
for  tickets  of  leave  in  this  country,  of  which  145  who 
have  been  detained  on  public  works  in  this  country 
will  be  entitled  to  consideration,  at  the  expiration  of 
half  their  sentence  for  pardon. 

Recent  sales  in  Ireland,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Encumbered  Estates  Court,  indicate  the  progressive 
state  of  the  country.  An  estate  in  the  metropolitan 
county,  yielding  a  net  rental  of  712^.  a-year,  brought 
13,800/.,  or  19j  years'  purchase.  The  Colclough  estate, 
in  Wexford,  producing  a  gross  net  rent  of  768/.  per 
annum,  realised  14,000/.,  or  18|  years'  purchase.  The 
Mayo  estates  of  Mr.  Thomas  Phillips,  containing  8,619 
acres,  the  gross  rent  of  which  was  estimated  at  1,304/., 
sold  for  23,125/.,  equal  to  18  years'  purchase.  The  last 
sale  was  of  a  small  estate  in  Westmeath,  yielding  a  net 
annual  rent  of  171/.,  which  produced  8,300/.,  or 
35  years'  purchase.  The  gross  sum  realised  by  one  day's 
sales  was  67,085/. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

Heii  MAJESTY"sbirthday  was  held  onthe  24th  instant. 
At  Osborne  the  band  of  the  Koyal  Marines  assembled 
on  the  terrace  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
played  a  selection  of  music  in  honour  of  the  day  :  and 
in  the  evening  there  was  a  grand  concert  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  at  which  Herr  Formes,  Signor 
Gardoni,  Mdlle.  Clauss,  and  several  other  eminent 
artists  assisted.  In  London  and  the  principal  towns, 
the  day  was  celebrated  with  the  usual  rejoicings. 

M.  Madiai  and  his  wife,  who  have  been  for  some  time 
at  Hyeres  in  the  south  of  France,  have  gone  to  take  up 
their  residence  at  Geneva. 

M.  Mazzini  has  returned  to  England. 

The  Earl  of  Derby,  Mr.  Disraeli,  and  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre,  having  renounced  the  e.xecutorship  of  tlie  late 
Duke  of  Wellington's  will,  letters  of  administration  have 
been  granted  to  the  present  duke.  The  will  had  been 
hurriedly  written  by  the  late  duke  himself,  at  Paris,  on 
the  17th  of  February,  1818,  in  consequence  of  an  attempt 
to  assassinate  him  on  the  10th,  which  might  "  be  re- 
peated with  success."  The  duke  directs  that  an 
annuity  of  1000/.  shall  be  paid  to  his  second  son.  Lord 
Charles  Wellesley,  who,  however,  has  the  option  of 
claiming  a  sum  of  20,000/.  as  an  equivalent.  Apsley 
House  and  the  furniture  therein,  money  invested  in  the 
funds  and  e.xchequer-bills,  are  thus  to  be  disposed  of: — 
The  money  is  directed  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
an  estate,  which,  together  with  Apsley  House  and  its 
contents,  are  given  to  the  present  duke  for  life,  with  re- 
mainder over  to  his  issue,  and  in  default  of  issue  to  Lord 


Charles  Wellesley  and  his  issue  in  like  manner.  In  case 
of  the  death  of  both  the  present  duke  and  Lord  Charles 
Wellesley  without  heirs  male,  the  property  passes  over 
to  the  descendants  of  the  brothers  of  the  late  duke. 
Certain  personal  estate,  which  his  grace  designates  as 
"  money  given  me  by  the  nation,"  or  any  estates  which 
may  be  purchased  with  such  money,  are  directed  to  pass 
under  trusts  very  similar  to  those  of  the  foregoing  pro- 
perty ;  Apsley  House  first  going  to  the  children  of  the 
duke,  and  on  their  deaths,  leaving  no  issue,  to  the  chil- 
dren of  his  brothers.  The  wording  of  the  will  is  very 
involved ;  and  the  residue,  which  owing  to  the  lapse  of 
time  must  have  greatly  accumulated,  is  undisposed  of. 

An  African  prince  has  arrived  in  this  country,  prince 
Sidi,  the  son  of  a  powerful  chief  of  the  Trarzas,  a  tribe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Senegal.  His  object  is  to  visit 
Europe,  and  in  this  he  was  prompted  by  his  own 
curiosity,  and  had  his  father's  consent.  He  is  a  iine 
young  man,  about  twenty  years  of  age,  with  regular 
Arab  features.  His  language  is  Arabic,  and  his  rebgion 
Mahomedan. 

A  new  church  has  been  erected  at  Highgate  Rise,  at 
the  sole  expense  of  Miss  Barnett,  a  lady  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood;  the  cost  has  been  7,000/.  The  Bidiop 
of  London  consecrated  it  on  Tuesday.  The  patronage  is 
vested  in  the  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

The  parishioners  of  St.  George's,  Botolph-lane,  have 
elected  a  Jew  for  churchwarden — Mr.  Henry  Levy 
Keeling. 


(©iituari)  of  i^otaljlc  19cr^0n;S. 

Lieut. -General  Sir  Robert  Arbuthnot,  K.C.B.,  died  on 
the  6th  iiist.     He  was  a  very  old  and  distinguished  officer. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webster,  B.\rt.,  died  at  Battle  Abbey, 
Sussex,  on  the  4th  iust.,  in  the  thirty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  commander  in  the  uavy. 

Louisa,  Viscountess  Feilding,  died  of  consumption  on 
the  1st  inst.,  at  Naples,  at  the  age  of  twenty -four. 

Lieutehant-General  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  Gilbert, 
Bart.,  G.C.B.,  died  on  the  1 0th  inst.,  aged  sixty -eight. 

The  Marchioness  of  Dalhousie  died  on  board  the 
Monarch  Indiaman,  off  the  Land's  Knd,  on  the  3rd  inst. 
Her  ladyship  had  embarked  at  Calcutta,  on  the  2nd  of 
January,  to  return  to  England. 

Ludwig  Tieck,  founder  of  the  romantic  school  of  German 
literature,  died  at  Berlin  ou  the  2Sth  April,  in  the  eightieth 
year  of  his  age.  Tieck  was  a  fellow  labourer  with  Schlegcl 
in  translating  Shakspere. 

Mr.  Willi.am  Rufus  King,  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  died  ou  the  18th  April,  the  day  after  his  return  home 
from  Cuba,  whither  he  had  gone  for  the  benefit  of  his  health. 

Dr.  Butler,  Dean  of  Peterborough,  died  suddenly  in  that 
city  on  the  30th  of  AprU,  in  the  seventy -ninth  year  of  his  age. 

M.  Fockedy,  the  only  one  of  the  deputies  of  the  Nord  to  the 
Convention  who  voted  against  the  death  of  Louis  XVI,  has 
just  died  in  the  commune  of  Marcq-en-Baroeul,  near  LUle,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-five. 

Father  Roothan,  the  general  of  the  Jesuits,  died  on 
the  15th  inst. 

Mr.  Anthony  Brown,  the  chamberlain  to  the  City  of 
Loudon,  died  on  the  15th  inst.,  aged  7:;. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  India  Mail  brings  dates  from  Bombay 
to  the  14th  of  April.  The  latest  news  from  Burmah 
extends  to  the  23rd  of  March.  On  the  19th  of  March 
a  combined  attack  was  made  for  the  third  time  on  the 
scronghold  of  the  robber  chief  Myah  Thoon  by  1,500 
troops  under  Sir  J.  Cheape — the  boats  of  the  Queen's 
and  Company's  men-of-war  under  Captain  Tarlton, 
and  a  body  of  Karians  under  Captain  Fytche.  The 
attack  was  made  by  Sir  John  Cheape's  force,  which 
had  to  cut  a  road  through  a  dense  jungle  in  order  to 
approach  the  Burmese  position,  the  outlets  of  which 
were  guarded  by  Captain  Tarlton  and  Captain  Fytche 
to  prevent  the  enemy's  escape.  After  fimr  hours'  hard 
lighting,  and  after  sustaining  a  loss  of  102  rank  and  file 
killed  and  wounded  (including  13  ofheers).  Sir  J. 
Cheape  succeeded  in  carrying  the  enemy's  po.sition  and 
bayoneting  its  defenders.  Myah  Thoon  unfortunately 
escaped  for  the  time  with  100  or  200  followers,  but 
Captain  Fytche  and  his  Karians  went  off'  immediately 


in  pursuit,  and  were  thought  certain  of  catching  him, 
but  no  particulars  had  been  received.  Lieutenant 
Cockburn,  18th  Royal  Irish,  is  reported  as  being  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  sergeant-major  of  the  4th" Sikhs 
is  also  reported  killed,  and  Conductor  Lisbey,  of  the 
Rocket  Troop,  severely  wounded.  The  sick  and 
wounded  had  been  sent  to  Rangoon.  Great  mortality 
from  cliolera  and  dysentery  had  prevailed  among  both 
troops  and  camp  fcdlowers  during  the  expedition. 
The  camp  followere  had  also  suffered  much  from  small- 
pox. Much  uncertainty  prevailed  regarding  the  actual 
state  of  affairs  at  Ava.  Tiic  late  King's  brother-in-law 
was  believed  to  lie  fully  established  in  power,  but  it  is 
said  that  he  will  not  hear  of  any  cession  of  territory  ; 
that,  true  to  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Burmese,  he 
is  endeavouring  to  gain  time;  and  that,  flushed  with 
his  recent  success  over  his  own  Sovereign,  he  mani- 
fests no  anxiety  regarding  our  threatened  advance  on 
his  capital. 
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The  Bombay  government  lately  removed  t-wo  of  the 
Sudder  judges,  because  their  private  moral  character 
was  considered  liable  to  newspaper  attack,  on  the 
assigned  grounds  that  the  character  of  government  was 
implicated  in  that  of  its  high  officials.  A  few  days  after 
this  decision  Mr.  Luard,  a  civil  servant  of  high  standing, 
wrote  to  the  papers  to  say  that,  if  he  was  allowed  the 
opportunity  of  a  public  inquiry,  he  would  prove  that 
two  other  still  higher  officials  had  been  guilty  of  infa- 
mous conduct  in  the  exercise  of  their  judicial  functions. 
Government  thereon  suspended  Mr.  Luard,  but  they 
have  declined  all  inquiry,  and  taken  no  steps  to  clear 
the  character  of  the  high  officials  thus  publicly  attacked. 
This  inconsistency  has  exposed  the  government  tp  severe 
animadversion,  and  the  local  press  is  agaia  unanimously 
arrayed  against  Lord  Falkland. 


"  The  accounts  from  Hong  Kong  are  to  the  28tb  of 
March.  The  previous  intelligence  regarding  the  rebel- 
lion in  the  north  of  China  was  fully  confirmed  on  the 
receipt,  at  Hong  Kong,  of  advices  from  Shanghai  on  the 
12th  of  April;  and  her  Majesty's  plenipotentiary.  Sir 
George  Bonham,  left  Hong  Kong  for  Shanghai  on  the 
13th.  It  appears  that  application  had  been  made  by  the 
viceroy  of  Soochau  to  the  English  consul  at  Shanghai  to 
co-operate  against  the  rebel  force  for  the  protection 
of  Nanking.  The  rapid  advance  of  the  rebels  had  spread 
consternation  and  alarm  through  that  capital  and  other 
wealthy  cities,  and  the  imperial  officials  seemed  entirely 
paralysed  and  powerless.  The  latest  advices  from 
Shanghai  report  the  rebel  force  investing  Nanking, 
which  it  was  ^expected  would  fail ;  and  it  is  further 
stated  that  delegates  had  been  sent  from  Soochau  to  the 
rebel  leaders,  offering  a  large  sum  to  secure  that  wealthy 
city  from  molestation  and  plunder.  There  are  also 
reports  that  a  portion  of  the  rebel  force  had  proceeded 
north.  The  native  bankers  and  wealthy  people  were  re- 
moving their  families  and  treasure  into  the  country,  and 
goods  had  been  sent  from  Soochau  to  Shanghai  for 
safety.  At  Shanghai  there  was  a  general  panic  ;  bank- 
ers and  merchants'  houses  were  shut  up,  and  an  entire 
stoppage  to  trade.  Money  was  so  scarce  that  the  duties 
of  exports  had  to  be  arranged  by  giving  security  in  bills 
and  other  property  to  the  consul.  It  was  considered, 
however,  at  Hong  Kong  that  the  naval  force  off  Shang- 
hai was  calculated  to  restore  confidence  in  that  vicinity, 
and  that  if  the  rebels  proceeded  north,  and  did  not  delay 
round  Nanking  and  the  neighbouring  country,  internal 
trade  might  be  resumed  sooner  than  the  present  state  of 
affairs  would  give  reason  to  expect. 


The  intelligence  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  highly 
important,  as  it  announces  the  termination  of  the  Caffre 
war,  brought  to  a  close  by  the  submission  of  the  power- 
ful Gaika  chief  Sandilli.  In  the  course  of  the  negotia- 
tions with  Kreili,  two  special  messengers  from  Sandilli 
himself  waited  on  Colonel  Maclean,  Commissioner  to 
British  Caffraria,  charged  with  a  petition  from  the  rebel 
chief  praying  for  peace,  and  desiring  to  know  from  the 
English  commander  to  what  district  he  and  his  tribe 
should  retire.  The  petition  contained  an  acknowledg- 
ment that  "he  had  no  more  strength  to  fight  the  English," 
that  he  had  been  driven  from  his  country,  and  that  he 
had  obeyed  the  Governor's  "  word  "  by  crossing  the  Kei, 
— in  short,  that  he  had  abandoned  the  struggle.  In 
consequence  of  this  intimation  General  Cathcart  sent 
Mr.  Brownlee  to  meet  Sandilli  and  the  secondary  chiefs 
of  the  Gaika  tribe  at  a  place  within  the  territory  of 
Umhala,  a  chief  who  has  remained  at  peace  with  us 
during  the  whole  of  the  hostilities.  On  Mr.  Brownlee's 
arrival  Sandilli  was  sent  for,  and  appeared  before  the 
Governor's  envoy  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  the  27th 
of  February.  The  draught  of  the  conditions  General 
Cathcart  was  ready  to  grant  was  then  read  to  Sandilli 
and  the  rest  of  the  chiefs.  This  document  is  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport : — It  extends  the  royal  mercy  and  par- 
don to  the  rebel  chief  and  his  people  ;  and  declares  that  the 
Gaika  tribes  cannot  be  permitted  to  retain  the  Amatola's 
and  their  other  former  lands,  which  are  forfeited  to  the 
crown,  but  that  they  shall  be  allowed  to  live  in  peace  in 
another  portion  of  British  Caffraria  further  removed 
from  the  frontier,  under  the  following  conditions  :  — 


"  1.  That  the  chief  Sandilli,  in  token  of  submission, 
shall  deliver  up  one  hundred  guns,  in  addition  to  the  arms 
stolen  by  the  Caffre  police,  and  become  responsible  for 
the  good  conduct  of  the  Ga'ka  tribe.  2.  That  the  chief 
Sandilli  and  all  the  people  under  him  shall  in  all  things 
remain  true  and  faithful  in  their  allegiance  to  the  Queen , 
and  obedient  to  her  Majesty's  commands,  conveyed 
through  the  Governor  and  the  Chief  Commissioner, 
Colonel  Maclean,  or  his  deputies,  as  heretofore.  3.  That 
each  minor  chief  lately  in  rebellion,  before  he  be  per- 
mitted to  reside  in  British  Caffraria,  shall  deliver  up,  in 
token  of  bis  submission,  his  own  arms,  and  bind  himself 
to  obey  her  Majesty's  commands,  conveyed  as  aforesaid, 
under  the  responsibility  and  control  of  the  said  chief 
Sandilli,  failing  which,  he  will  continue  to  be  held  to  be  an 
outlaw,  and  dealt  with  accordingly.  4.  That  the  said  chief 
Sandilli  shall  make  an  allotment  of  land  to  each  of  the 
said  minor  chiefs,  his  dependants,  who  may  have  re- 
turned to  their  allegiance,  within  the  country  hereby 
allotted  to  him,  wherein  they  .'■hall  dwell  under  his  re- 
sponsibility for  their  true  and  loyal  conduct  in  future, 
5.  That  the  said  chief  Sandilli  shall  also  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  security  of  the  great  high  road  and  the 
property  of  travellers  frequenting  it,  in  the  same  manner 
as  Pato  and  Siwani  are  bound  to  protect  the  high  roads 
which  pass  through  their  country." 

It  was  further  provided  that  this  general  pardon 
shall  not  extend  beyond  British  Caffraria,  and  that  no 
Hottentot  shall  be  allowed  to  settle  within  the  country 
allotted  to  the  Gaika  tribes  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Governor.  The  chiefs  listened  attentively  while  the 
above  terms  were  read  and  caielully  explained  to  them  ; 
they  then  retired  and  held  a  consultation  among  them- 
selves, which  lasted  four  hours.  Their  opinions  of  the 
conditions  may  be  gathered  from  the  speech  of  Sandilli 
on  their  return  to  the  Envoy.  He  thanked  the 
Governor  for  his  message.  He  said,  however,  that  the 
territory  assigned  was  not  large  enough  to  support 
them  ;  and  was,  besides,  partly  the  property  of  Umhala, 
partly  that  of  Kreili,  both  chiefs  at  peace  with  the 
English.  Thrown  upon  this  territory,  the  Gaikas 
would  be  intruders,  and  this  would  lead  to  war.  As  to 
delivering  up  the  guns,  this,  he  said,  would  be  just 
with  regard  to  the  arms  of  tlie  native  police  who  had 
departed  from  the  English  ;  they  were  dishonourably 
obtained  ;  but  the  men  were  now  scattered  among  all 
the  different  tribes,  and  it  would  require  much  time  to 
collect  all  the  guns  together.  He  would  give  up  a 
hundred  muskets  as  a  token  of  submission,  but  their 
own  arms  they  would  keep,  "  to  fight  for  the  Queen  of 
the  English."  Sandilli  repeated  that  the  ground 
assigned  them  by  the  Governor  was  not  large  enough ; 
and,  as  he  supposed  his  Excellency  could  not  alter  the 
conditions  by  which  the  Gaikas  were  expelled  from 
their  own  country,  he  hoped  the  General  would  send  a 
supplication  on  their  behalf  to  the  Queen  of  England, 
that  their  lands  might  be  restored  to  them,  or  they 
would  have  ''  to  go  to  war  with  each  other  for  grass  !  " 
The  conference  then  broke  up.  A  subsequent  meeting 
took  place  between  the  Governor  and  the  Caffre  Chiefs 
on  the  9th  of  March  at  a  place  near  Graham's  Town, 
which  passed  off  with  appai-ent  cordiality,  though  the 
chiefs  repeated  their  complaint  that  the  country 
assigned  to  them  was  too  small  for  them  to  live  in. 

The  intelligence  h-om  3Ie!botcrne  comes  down  to  the 
beginning  of  February.  Gold  digging  was  going  on 
with  unabated  activity  and  success.  At  Geelong  a 
nugget  had  been  found  weighing  13-1  pounds,  and  almost 
pure  gold.  The  finders,  a  party  of  four,  were  about 
to  return  to  England,  their  fortunes  made.  Melbourne 
is  described  as  being  in  a  most  filthy  condition.  There 
is  no  artificial  drainage  or  sewerage  in  the  town,  and 
the  impurities  thrown  off  and  created  by  the  wants  of 
so  many  people  had  accumulated  to  such  a  degree  that 
it  became  dangerous  to  rfuiove  them,  lest  the  dis- 
turbance should  only  tend  to  precipitate  the  epidemic 
which  it  was  feared  might  ensue.  The  population  had 
been  tripled  in  less  than  a  twelvemonth.  In  1851  the 
census  returns  made  it  only  23,000  ;  at  the  end  of  1852 
it  was  estimatt  d  that  there  were  100,000  people  collected 
in  the  town  and  its  environs.  No  wonder  that  the 
lodgings  were  crammed,  and  weather-board  structures. 
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tents,  and  all  -were  required  to  house  so  great  an 
increase.  Every  room,  in  five  houses  out  of  six,  was 
packed  as  full  as  it  could  hold  of  stretchers  and  other 
makeshifts  for  beds.  The  lanes  and  back  passages,  and 
yards,  were  covered  with  filth  and  stagnant  water — 
the  cesspools  were  overflowing — and  everywhere,  except 
in  the  wider  open  streets,  and  sometimes  even  in  them, 
were  heaps  of  decaying  refuse  matter,  while  the  stench 
from  all  was  excessive.  A  sanitary  commission  had 
been  sitting  on  the  condition  of  the  town,  but,  except 
pointing  out  the  evils,  they  could  do  little  to  prevent 
the  expected  consequences.  It  was  too  late  and 
hazardous  to  meddle  with  the  fetid  masses,  and  risk 
hurrying  on  decomposition  and  the  pestilence.  The 
influenza  and  dysentery  had  been  gradually  thinning 
the  population,  and  a  few  cases  of  Asiatic  cholera  had 
occurred. — In  the  meanwhile,  open  outrage  and  secret 
crime  were  as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  there  was  just  the 
old  amount  and  kind  of  drinking,  debauchery,  and 
general  discomfort. 


PROGRESS   OF  EMIGRATION   AND   COLONISATION. 

The  thirty-second  party  of  emigrants,  forty  in  number. 
Bent  out  to  Australia  under  the  direction  of  the  Female 


Emigration  Fund  Society,  embarked  at  Gravesend  on 
the  17th  inst.,  on  board  the  Walmer  Castle.  Lord 
Haddo,  the  Honourable  Arthur  Kinnaird,  the  Keverend 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Quekett,  and  other 
gentlemen,  were  present  to  encourage  the  emigrants 
with  their  countenance  and  kind  counsel  at  parting. 

During  the  month  of  April  27,000  emigrants  left 
Liverpool — a  larger  number  than  has  ever  quitted  the 
port  in  that  month.  The  increase  has  been  in  the 
departures  for  America  ;  the  people  being  from  Ireland, 
Germany,  and  Holland. 

Emigration  from  Ireland  proceeds  as  briskly  as  ever, 
the  flow  of  the  population  towards  all  the  principal 
seaports,  on  the  way  to  America  or  Australia,  going 
forward  without  the  slightest  perceptible  diminution. 
The  ship  agents  never  found  it  so  easy  to  make  up  the 
full  complement  of  passengers  for  emigrant  vessels  ;  and 
scarcely  is  a  ship  advertised  for  a  voyage  acro.ss  the 
Atlantic  when  every  berth  on  board  is  engaged.  It  has 
been  remarked,  however,  that  the  proportion  of  small 
farmers  who  emigrate  has  become  somewhat  less  than 
usual,  and  that  the  "  exodus  "  is  just  now  confined  in  a 
great  measure  to  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  agricul- 
tural labourers  and  servants,  the  greater  number  of  the 
latter  being  females. 


NAEKATIVE  OF  FOKEIGN  EVENTS. 


The  intelligence  from  France  gives  signs  of  greater 
political  agitation  than  has  existed  since  the  accession  of 
the  emperor.  A  strong  feeling  has  been  created  by  the 
introduction  of  a  bill  restoring  capital  punishment, 
either  for  attempts  to  subvert  the  existing  form  of  go- 
vernment, or  for  attempts  on  the  life  of  the  emperor  or 
any  of  the  Bonaparte  family.  The  Legislative  body 
have  betrayed  considerable  repugnance  to  the  passing  of 
this  measure  ;  so  much  so  that  M.  de  Mesonau,  an  officer 
formerly  convicted  as  a  sharer  in  Louis  Napoleon's  ex- 
pedition to  Boulogne,  publicly  declared  that  he  could 
not  support  the  bill,  as  he  owed  his  life  to  the  mitigation 
of  the  punishment.  The  committee  appointed  to  report 
on  the  measure  are  adverse  to  it.  Numerous  arrests 
have  taken  place  among  the  Legitimists  in  Paris,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  discovery  of  documents  at  the  house  of 
M.  Jeanne,  the  well-known  Legitimist  printseller  of  the 
Passage  Choiseul.  Several  officers  of  an  artillery  regi- 
ment at  Vincennes  are  said  to  be  implicated.  After  a 
determined  opposition  at  various  stages  to  the  civil  pen- 
sions bill,  it  was  finally  passed  by  the  Legislative  body 
on  the  16th,  by  1.54  to  76.  The  minority  on  one  division 
reached  ICO.  The  French  Government  has  determined 
to  erect  commodious  lodging-houses  for  the  workmen  of 
Paris,  apparently  after  the  British  model.  The  causes 
assigned  for  this  step  are,  that  recent  improvements  have 
driven  the  poor  from  their  old  haunts,  and  have  so 
increased  rents  as  to  amount  to  great  oppression  on  the 
workmen. 


We  learn  from  Vienna  that  the  betrothment  of  the 
Duke  of  Brabant,  the  eldest  son  of  the  King  of  the 
Belgians,  with  the  Archduchess  Maria,  daughter  of  the 
late  Archduke  Joseph  of  Austria,  took  place  on  the 
17th  inst. 


Some  important  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
Ottoman  ministry.  Mehemet  Ali  Pacha,  who  was 
grand  vizier,  is  appointed  minister  of  war,  and  replaced 
in  his  former  station  by  Mustapha  Pacha,  ex-president 
of  the  grand  council.  Rifaat  Pacha  has  succeeded  to 
the  latter's  post.  Reschid  Pacha  was  entrusted  with  the 
portfolio  of  foreign  affairs.  The  questions  between 
Russia  and  the  Porte  are  still  in  agitation. 


Advices  from  Switzerland  state  that  disturbances 
have  been  frequent  of  late  in  the  canton  of  Fribourg. 
At  a  recent  election  at  Bulle,  several  persons  were 
killed.  The  Federal  government  has  sent  M.  Drouey 
for  the  purpose  "  of  coming  to  an  understanding  with 
the   authorities  and  protecting  constitutional   rights." 


From  a  report  presented  to  the  Federal  council  by  M. 
Ochsenhein,  it  appears  that  the  cantonal  contingents, 
with  few  exceptions,  are  well  prepared  to  defend  the 

country. 


The  accounts  from  New  York  are  of  little  political  in- 
terest. Mr.  Buchanan  has  been  officially  appointed 
minister  to  England  from  the  United  States.  The 
senate  has  ratified  the  appointment,  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
is  expected  in  England  by  the  1st  of  July.  He  is  known, 
among  other  things,  in  connexion  with  the  Oregon 
treaty  ;  in  which  affair  he  strongly  supported  American 
as  opposed  to  British  interests. 

A  terrible  accident  had  befallen  an  express-train  on 
the  New  York  and  Boston  railroad.  The  train  was 
proceeding  from  New  York ;  at  Norwalk,  in  Connecticut, 
there  is  a  drawbridge  over  the  Norwalk  river ;  it  was 
left  "up;"  and  the  train,  consisting  of  three  cars,  dashed 
off  the  bridge  into  the  river.  Fifty-nine  persons  were 
known  to  have  been  drowned ;  but  the  estimate  is 
necessarily  incomplete.  Among  the  passengers  were 
some  medical  gentlemen  returning  home  from  a  profes- 
sional convention  held  at  New  York,  and  a  newly- 
married  couple  out  to  spend  the  honeymoon.  It  is 
stated  that  the  keeper  of  the  drawbridge  had  just  raised 
it  to  allow  a  steamer  to  pass ;  and  that  the  express  came 
on  so  fast  that  he  had  not  time  to  lower  the  bridge. 

From  Texas  we  learn  that  the  gold  accounts  are  fully 
confirmed.  It  is  stated  that  a  party  of  citizens  of  Holk- 
hart,  who  had  just  returned  from  an  exploring  expedi- 
tion, found  gold  in  the  mountains,  seventy  miles  north- 
west of  that  town,  both  on  the  surface  and  by  digging. 
They  brought  back  several  lumps,  all  of  which  were 
valued  at  5,950  dollars. 

There  are  dates  from  California  to  the  16th  of  April. 
Gold  dust  to  the  value  of  2,000,000  dols.  was  reported  as 
having  lately  left  the  placers  for  New  York.  The 
reports  received  from  California  respecting  the  condition 
of  business,  state  that  it  was  generally  in  a  very  unsa- 
tisfactory condition  at  present.  The  recent  favourable 
reports  had  naturally  caused  a  great  increase  there  in 
the  importations,  by  which  the  markets  had  been  over- 
stocked, to  effect  a  clearance  of  which  a  ruinous  sacrifice 
had  to  be  submitted  to.  The  mining  operations, 
however,  were  going  on  well,  gold  being  obtained  in 
considerable  quantities.  Another  dreadful  steam-boat 
accident  had  taken  place,  the  boiler  of  the  Jenny  Lind 
steamer  having  exploded  whilst  in  the  bay  of  San 
Francisco,  occasioning  the  death  'of  18  persons  imme- 
diately, and  wounding  30  others  in  so  serious  a  manner, 
that  it  was  feared  many  of  the  cases  would  terminate 
fatally. 
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NAKKATIVE  OF  LITEKATURE  AND  AET. 


The  most  interesting  volumes  issued  during  the  past 
month  hare  heen  biographical  or  autobiographical. 
Talcing  them  in  the  order  of  their  appearance,  we 
have  first  to  notice  a  neat  and  well- written  sketch  of  the 
Life  of  Marshal  Turenne,  which  appears  in  Messrs. 
Longman's  library  for  travellers.  A  Frenclunan  has 
raked  together,  and  an  Englishman  has  misspent  some 
time  in  translating,  a  numl)er  of  ex-parte  and  violent 
statements  against  the  leader  of  the  Italian  revolutionary 
party,  which  is  publislied  with  the  title  of  Mazzini 
judged  bi/  his  Countrymen.  Lord  John  Russell  has 
sent  forth  the  fir.st  portion  (in  two  octavos)  of  the  Memo- 
rials and  Correspondence  of  Charles  James  Fox,  on  the 
collection  of  which  Lord  Holland  was  occupied  for  so 
many  years,  to  which  Mr.  Allen  made  afterwards  many 
additions,  and  which  have  since  received  from  Lord 
John  himself,  as  these  volumes  show,  not  the  least 
valuable  of  their  connecting  links  and  interpolations  of 
party-history.  Miss  Anna  Mary  Howitt  has  written, 
under  the  title  of  An  Art  Student  in  Munich,  some 
agreeable  sketches  of  personal  reonllection  and  expe- 
rience gleaned  in  that  city  of  art.  Mr.  N.  P.  Willis  has 
found  a  publisher,  not  deterred  by  his  former  gossip- 
ings,  to  introduce  to  English  readers  his  last  Summer 
Cruise  in  the  Mediterranean.  Captain  Warburton  has 
written  a  Memoir  of  Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Peter- 
bor'ough  and  Montnouth,  a  subject  which  fascinated 
Walter  Scott,  though  he  did  not  pursue  the  intention  he 
once  had  of  adorning  it  with  the  graces  of  his  genius. 
Lord  Londonderry'  has  added,  to  those  formerly  is-sued, 
a  new  section  (the  third)  of  the  Correspondence, 
Despatches,  and  other  Papers  of  Viscount  Castle- 
rea.gh.  Mr.  G.  L.  Chesterton,  the  able  and  re- 
spected governor  of  Cold  Bath  Fields  prison,  has 
described  his  early  adventures  as  well  as  his  more  mature 
experiences,  in  two  entertaining  volumes  entitled 
Peace,  War,  and  Adventure,  an  Autobiographical 
Memoir.  Mr.  William  J.  Smith,  formerly  librarian 
at  Stowe,  has  completed  his  portion  of  The  Grenville 
Papers  (including  Richard  and  George  Grenville's 
Correspondence,  and  the  personal  Diary  of  the  latter,) 
to  which  he  has  prefixed  an  claboratcEs.say  endeavouring 
to  identifyJunius  with  Lord  Temple,  but  hardly  succeed- 
ing even  to  his  own  satisfaction.  An  intelligent  private 
Soldier,  employed  since  his  discharge  in  one  of  theCounty 
Constabularies,  has  ■written  a  very  clear  and  curious 
account  of  Four  Years'  Service  in  India  during  Lord 
Gough's  last  campaigns.  A  small  volume  has  appeared 
in  one  of  the  latest  of  the  Railway  Libraries,  devoted  to 
the  Character  and  Anecdotes  of  Charles  the  Second. 
The  Rev.  J.  P.  Fletcher,  long  engaged  in  foreign  mis- 
sions connected  with  religious  societies,  publishes  The 
Autohiography  of  a  Missionary,  in  two  volumes  of 
blended  fiction  and  fact.  Mr.  Otto  Wenckstern  trans- 
lates in  a  small  volume  those  of  Goethe's  Opinions  on 
books,  men,  and  things  as  are  to  be  met  with,  not  in 
his  published  works,  but  his  recorded  conversations. 
Mr.  C.  D.  Yonge  has  translated,  for  one  of  Mr.  Bohn's 
libraries,  Diogenes  Laertitis's  Lives  and  Opiiiions  of 
Eminent  Philosophers ;  and,  for  another  of  those 
instructive  publications,  Mr.  B.  Thorpe  has  translated 
Dr.  Pauli's  Life  of  Alfred  the  Great.  Finally  we  have 
to  mention,  that  the  flev.  Doctor  Hanna  has  put  forth, 
in  a  supplementary  volume  to  his  father-in-law's  Life  and 
Letters,  a  Selection  from  the  Correspondence  of  the  late 
Thomas  Chalmers,  D.D.  ;  and  that  Mr.  De  Quincey 
has  commenced  the  publication  of  his  Aiitobingraphical 
Sketches,  as  the  first  volume  of  a  collection  of  liis  works, 
to  be  entitled  Selections  Grave  and  Gay  from  Writings 
published  and  unpublished. 

In  history  we  have  to  record  the  appearance  of  the 
first  part  of  a  cheap  people's  edition  of  Alison's  History 
of  Europe ;  of  an  abridged  history,  for  schools,  of  The 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Republic,  written  by  Mr.  Charles 
Merivale  ;  of  a  well-translated  version  from  the  French 
ofDoctorDe  Felice's  History  of  the  Protestants  of  Fr^ee 
fromthe  Commencement  of  the  Revolutimi  to  the  Present 


Time  ;  of  a  new  and  original  History  of  Scotland  from 
the  Revolution  to  the  Extinction  of  the  last  Jacobite  Li- 
surrection,  1689-1784, which  we  owe  to  the  researches  of 
Mr.  Hill  Burton  ;  of  Mr.  Kaye's  History  of  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  East  India  Company,  which  may  be  de- 
scribed as  "the  case  "  of  that  not  very  popular  governing 
body;  of  a  new  volume  (the  eleventh)  of  Mr.  Grote's 
learned  History  of  Greece ;  of  a  tran.slation,  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Parker,  of  Don  Adolfo  de  Castro's  History  of 
Religious  Intolerance  in  Spain  ;  of  an  elementary  volume 
called  First  Steps  in  British  History,  being  certain  sup- 
posed letters  to  a  young  nobleman  by  his  tutor  ;  and  of  a 
translation  of  the  very  remarkable  Introduction  to  the 
History  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  iox  which  the  distin- 
guished historian,  Gervinus,  is  now  undergoing  incar- 
ceration in  one  of  the  prisons  of  Prussia. 

To  the  department  of  general  literature  and  travels, 
the  pi'iucipal  volumes  added  have  been  the  first  volume 
of  the  new  edition  (the  eighth)  of  the  Encyclopedia 
Britannica  ;  Professor  Faraday's  Lectures  on  the  Non- 
Metallic  Elements,  arranged  with  remarks  by  M.  ScofF- 
ern  ;  a  clever  lecture  by  M.  Tourrier  on  French  as  it  was 
in  1.353,  and  as  it  is  in  1853 ;  a  volume  on  the  Educational 
Institutions  of  the  United  States,  translated  from  an 
intelligent  Swedish  traveller  and  observer,  Siljestrom; 
three  large  volumes  (the  production  of  an  American 
publisher)  of  the  Works  of  William  H.  Seward,  a 
distinguished  senator  and  statesman  of  America  ;  two 
amusing  volumes  of  Classic  and  Historic  Portraits,  by 
Mr.  James  Bruce  ;  an  illustrated  volume  (in  Messi-s. 
Ingram  &  Conke's  Libr.ary)  of  London  City  Tales, 
intended  to  exhibit  in  action  the  more  romanti  records 
of  the  chie'  City  Companies ;  ano'her  volume,  in  the 
same  library,  on  the  Boyhood  and  Early  Life  of  Extra- 
ordinary Men,  and  a  third  on  English  Forests  and 
Forest  Trees,  with  many  illustrations ;  a  novel  called 
Sir  Frederick  Dencent ;  an  illustrated  volume  of 
Memorials  of  Early  Christianity  ;  an  English  version, 
with  the  admirable  illustrations  by  RafFet,  of  Prince 
Anatole  de  Deraidoff"s  Travels  in  Southern  Russia  in 
1837 ;  a  description  (from  Scotland)  of  The  British 
Cabinet  in  185b  ;  three  of  the  plays  of  ^schylus, 
the  Agamemnon,  Eumenides,  and  Supplices,  with 
Latin  annotations  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Paley  ;  a  volume  of 
severe  criticism  on  some  books  which  have  lately 
appeared,  impugning,  in  some  particulars,  the  sincerity 
and  good  conduct  of  the  society  of  Friends,  to  which  the 
writer,  Mr.  Sandham  Ely,  gives  the  title  of  Ostentation  ; 
a  series  of  Sam  Slick  Wise  Sates  and  Modem  Instances  ; 
a  small  volume  reproducing  the  American  Slave  Code  ; 
a  fifth  and  concluding  volume  of  Lord  Chesterfeld's 
Works,  collected  and  edited  by  Lord  Mahon  ;  a  "  Fur 
Trader's "  sketches  of  Atnerican  Indian  Life  and 
Character;  an  elementary  school-book  by  Doctor 
Donaldson,  Latince  Granunaticee  Rudimenta,  and 
another,  by  the  same  admirable  scholar,  of  Longer 
Exercises  in  Lati>i  Prose  Composition ;  a  volume  by 
Doctor  Francis  on  Change  of  Climate  as  a  remedy  for 
dvspeptic  and  other  aii'ectibns,  and  another  by  Doctor 
Hinds  on  The  Harmonies  of  Physical  Science  ;  a  volume 
of  criticism  on'Mr.  Collier's  recent  "  Notes  and  Emenda- 
tions "  to  Shakespeare's  text,  in  which,  under  the  title 
of  The  Text  of  Shakespeare  Vindicated,  Mr.  S.  Weller 
Singer  unsparingly  denounces  Mr.  Collier's  discovery  as 
an  imposture ;  a  narrative,  by  Mr.  Gallon,  of  au 
Explorer  in  Tropical  South  Africa  ;  a  volume  on  Home 
Life  in  Germany  by  a  very  intelligent  American 
traveller,  Mr.  Loring  Bruce  ;  an  account  of  Travel  Life 
and  Adventure  in  the  British  and  the  American  provinces 
by  Lieut-Col.  Sleigh,  which  he  entitles  Pine  Forests  and 
Hac  matack  Clearings;  two  volumes  of  Memorandums 
made  in  Ireland  in  the  Autumn  of  185'2,  by  Doctor 
Forbes  ;  and  a  collection"  into  one  volume,  with  some 
newdialogues,  of  Mr.  Landor's  Imaginary  Conversations 
of  Greeks  and  Romans,  perhaps  the  most  perfect  of  all 
his  writings. 
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COMMEKCIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  14th  inst.,  £18,219,017 

LATEST   LONDON  PRICES. 


Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17 
Do.,  dust,  „         3  16 


I  Silver  bars,  per  oz. 

Mexican  dollars,       ,, 


5    11 

4  iia 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris 0-38  prcm. 

Hamburgh  012     „ 


New  York 0'17  disct. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Tliree  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents. 
Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1860  . . . . 

Banlc  Stock,  8  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


101 

lOOi 

103 

230 
8.5.  pra. 
32s.  pm. 


Lowest.      Latest 


100| 
99i 
1021 
51 
227 
4s.  pm. 


lOOi 
lOOi 
102J-i 


]  3dis-par 


29s. pm.  30s.  pm. 


Receipts 

Paid. 

R.\ILW.iYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
Jan.  1. 

100 

Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

105i 

104 

104-5i 

£175.031 

aU 

Blackwall     

91 

Ok 

9i-4 

19,940 

100 

Caledonian  

71i 

64 

71 

170,975 

all 

Eastern  Counties  . . 

13i 

13i 

131 

291,395 

100 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 

75 

73 

74-5 

70,805 

100 

Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

114^ 

112 

113-14 

273,682 

100 

Great  Northern 

90 

88 

89-90 

79,212 

100 

Great  Western    

91i 

90i 

91-i 

334,304 

100 

Lancash.  &  Torksh. 

SOi 

80| 

SOi 

334,929 

100 

London  &  N.  Westu. 

119i 

llSi 

118-i 

774,977 

100 

London  &  S.  Westu. 

91 

90 

90-i 

184,050 

100 

Midland    

754 

74i 

74i-5 

431,788 

100 

South-East.  &  Dover 

75} 

75 

75i-i 

264,118 

100 

York,  Newc,  &  Ber. 

73 

71 

71i-2i 

422,046 

100 

&  York  &  N.  Midld. 

05 

64 

64-5 

FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


FnNDS. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  102^ 
Cliilian  6  per  cent.,  103-4 
Danish  2^  per  cent.,  85 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certiflc,  96-7 
French  3  per  cent., 
French  4  per  cent., 
French  4i  per  cent.,  102f.  50c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  27| 
Peruvian  3  p.  cent,  defd.,  68-9 
Portuguese  4  per  cent. ,  40-i 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  120 
Spanisli  3  per  cent. ,  49^ 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  98| 


Railways. 
East  Belgian  Juuct.  Itolipm. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,2to2ipm. 
Luxembourg,  7  to  7^ 
Northern  of  France,  36|-7 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  Si  to  9  j 
Paris  and  Orleans,  44  to  45i 
Paris  and  Lyons,  ISi  to  IS^  pm. 
Paris  and  Rouen,  44^  to  45^ 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  37  to  38 
Rouen  and  Havre,  21  to  21 4 
South  of  France,  Gi-^  pm. 
West  Flanders,  4^  to  5 
West  of  France,  11-^  pm. 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Price.5. 


Mines. 

Australasian 1  prera. 

Austrahan    4  to  4^ 

Do.  Cordillera i  prem. 

Do.  Freehold i  dis. — par. 

Brit.  Australian i  pm. 

Colonial  Gold 1 J  to  2  , , 

Lake  Batliurst i  to  i  dis. 

Port  PhiUp    i  prem. 

South  Australian i    ,, 

Railways. 
East  Indian  . .  5i  to  5|  prem. 

Upper  India i     ,, 

Ind.  Peninsula.     2  to  2i   ,, 

Madra.s 2  to  2i    ,, 

Queb.  .aud  Rich- 
mond    |-|    ,, 


Banks. 

Australasian 87  to  SS 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  11  pm. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China  li  pm. 
Lndn.  Aust.  and  India  par. 
Lndn.  Chart,  of  Aust.  3^  pm. 

South  Australian 51  to  53 

Union  of  Australia  77  to  78^ 


Steam  Companies. 

Australia  Direct 

Austi'alian  Royal  Mail 3 

Eastern  Steam    

General  Screw  St.  Ship  ..    12| 
Penins.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  84 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural  77-9 
Van  Diemeu's  Land  19-20 
South    Australian  Land   41-6 


NorthBrtishAustralian.  g  pm. 

Peel  River  Land 4-4i  ,, 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest  . .  11   ,, 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN — IMPERIAL   WEEKLY   AVERAGE. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

I'eas. 

^Teek 

ending— 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

S.      d. 

April23 

44       7 

31       5 

19       0 

27       3 

34       9 

31      11 

—   30 

44       4 

31       6 

18       8 

30       0 

35       S 

33       3 

May    7 

44       6 

31       4 

19       0 

30       7 

35       2 

33       3 

—   14 

44       7 

31       5 

18       8 

29       8 

35       7 

33       3 

s. 


Malt,  Town,  per  qr.  59  to  63 
Malting  Barley  „  30  —  32 
Oats,  best,  „        20  —  24 

Flour- 
Town  made,  persk.  39  —  44 
Country   household  35  —  38 
American,  per  barl.  23  —  2" 


per  qr. 


32  —  35 


d.  s. 
4  to  3 
0  —  4 
0  —  4 
0  —  3 


Indian  Corn, 
Cattle — 

Beasts,     per  st. 

Calves    . .     , , 

Sheep ,, 

Pigs    ,, 

Wool,  per  lb.— • 

South  Downs 

Kentish  fleeces 

Flannel  wool. . 

Australian. . . . 

Cape    

Spanish 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  p.  ton  135?.  10s. 
Iron,  Pigs,  5(.  ;  Rails,  7(.  15s. 
to  SI.  15s.  Lend,  English 
Pig,  2il.  5s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  VM.  5s.  to  20J.  Tir^, 
English  block.  111/.;  Banca, 
112(.  ;  Spelter,  201.  ;  Zinc, 
'271. 

Provisions. 


3 
3 
3 
3 

1  0- 
1     2- 

0  11- 

1  2- 
1  0- 
1     0- 


Latest  London  Market  Prices. 

s.       s.  I.    s.      I. 

H.ay per  load  4    4  to  4    8 

Clover..        „         4  10— 5    0 

Straw..         ,,  18—1  14 

Gu.ano,  Pemv.,  p.  ton,  9/.  5s. 

Linseed  cake,  per  ton, 10/.  toll/. 

Rape  cake,  ditto,  4J.  to  4/.  4s. 

Bones,  ditto,  il.  10.'. 

Hops. — Rents,  midd.  122s.  to 
103s. ;  Sussex,  100.?.  to  115s. 

Poultry  —  Capons,  3s. — 4s.  ; 
Fowls,  2s.  —  9s.  ;  Chicks, 
2s.9f/.— 3s.6r/.;  Ducks,  2s.6d.; 
Geese,  4s.  Od, — 7s. ;  Turkeys, 
4s.  0(/.— 8.S.  ;  Pigeons,  9./. 

Hides,  &c.— Market,  96  lbs., 
3|(/. — kl.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lbs., 
3(/.  ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lbs., 
4s.l0i/.  ;do..  Horse-hides,  6s.; 
Ox  and  Cow  horns,  pe.- 123, 
22s.— 5Ss.  Rough  Tal., 23.?. 6c/. 
Oils. 

Gallipoli,  jier  ton,  70/. ;  Spei-m, 
86/.  ;  Palo  Se.al,  33/.  ;  Rape, 
36/.  to  38/. ;  Cocoa-nut,  S4/. 
to  39/. ;  Palm,  36/.  5s. ;  Lin- 
seed, 47J.  3s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Sheep, 
46/.  10s.  to  47/.  10s. ;  Russia, 
47/.  to  47/.  5s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  percwt.,  Trinidad,  38s. 
to  44s. ;   Bahia,  25s.  to  27s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 47s.  9rf.  to  4S.«.  ;  Do., 
Plantation,  54s.  to  76s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, tiOs.  to  85s.  ;  Jamaica, 
SOs.  to  90s.  ;  Java,  41s.  to 
55s.  Costa  Rica,  50s.  to  75s. 

Rice,  percwt. — Carolina,  22s. ; 
Bengal,  10s.  to  lis. ;  Patna, 
13s.  to  16s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
37s.  to  39s.  ;  Mauritius,  34s. 
to  3Ss. ;  Bengal,  30s.  to  36s. ; 
Madr.as,  35s.  to  42s. ;  Havau- 
nah,  34s.  to  40s. 

Do.,  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  40s.  to  48s. ;  Bastards, 
25s.  to  34s.  6d. ;  Crushed., 
28s.  to    29s. 

Tea,  per  lb. — Congou,  Is.  O^d. 
to  Is.  2^1/. ;  Souchong,  Is.  7rf. 
to  Is.  11(/.  ;  Hyson,  Is.  lOd. 
to  3s.  1(/. 


Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  02s. 

American,  72s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  to 3s.  8d. ;  Irish  Indi.a,  per 

cwt.,  90s.  ;  Ilambro',  lOOs.  ; 

American,  S6s.  to  100s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

11(/.  to  Is.  2(/.  ;  Dorset,  per 

cwt.,  92,?.  to  108s.;  Irish,  92s. 

to  9Ss.  ;  Dutch,  34s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,    per 

52.?.   to   SOs.  ;    Dutch, 

Wiltshire,  50s.  to  62s. 
Hams — York,    76s.    to 

Irish,    7i;s.    to  SOs.  ; 

phalia,  50s.  to  68s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,    per 

S  lb.,  3s.  9(/.  to  4s.  9d. 
Potatoes,  per  ton,  130s.  tolSOs. 
Pork,  per  S  lb.,  3s.  to  4s.  od. 
Veal,  2s.  id.  to  4s.  6d. 


cwt., 
84s.  ; 

S5s.  ; 
West- 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

DEP.VRTURES  FROM  THE  PRINCIPAL  PORTS  OF  THE 
UNITED   KINGDOM. 


1S53. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  March  31.. 

April  

From  Minor') 
Ports,  Jan.  ^ 
to  March . .  j 

14,182 
6033 

2585 

3S5 
8349 

261 

42,689 
32,706 

292 

473 
126 

57,729 
47,274 

3138 

To  April  30 

22,800 

8995 

75,747 

599 

108,141 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London . . 
Livei-pool 
The  Clyde 
B^ast  . . 


Cahin. 


£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 


Inter- 
mediate. 

£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 


Steerage. 


£25  to  27  10 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14—0 


Goods  per 
•10  Cubic  feet. 


£6     0to.£7 
5     0—6 

4  10—    5 

5  0—    0 
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NAKKATIVE  OF  PAELIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


Ix  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Friday,  May  27, 
the  Earl  of  Malmesbury  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  the  Critical  State  oj  Affairs  at 
Constantinople,  and  complained  that  the  demands 
of  the  Russian  mission  under  Prince  MenschikofF 
were  quite  at  variance  with  the  declarations  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  respecting  his  intention  in  sending 
that  mission.  In  conclusion,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  French  and  English  ambassadors  at 
Constantinople  were  acting  in  union,  and  whether  they 
were  supporting  the  independence  of  the  Porte. — The 
Earl  of  Clarendon  expressed  his  willingness  to  furnish 
Lord  Malmesbury  with  all  the  information  compatible 
with  the  public  interest.  The  latest  intelligence  received 
by  tlic  government  from  Lord  Stratford  came  down  to 
the  9th  of  the  present  mouth,  and  though  telegraphic 
despatches  announcing  events  that  had  occurred  since 
that  day  had  been  received  by  the  government,  it  was 
difficult  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  causes  wliich  had 
led  to  these  events,  much  less  to  acton  such  intelligence. 
With  regard  to  the  general  policy  of  the  government  on 
the  Eastern  question,  he  could  assure  the  noble  carl 
that  it  had  undergone  no  change,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment were  still  convinced  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
integrity  and  independence  of  the  Turkish  empire  was 
essential  to  the  best  interests  of  Europe  and  of  England. 
With  respect  to  the  English  and  French  ambassadors  at 
Constantinople,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  a 
complete  identity  of  feeling,  and  the  most  cordial 
concert  in  action,  existed  between  Lord  Stratford  and 
M.  de  la  Cour. 

The  Earl  of  M.vlmesbury  moved  for  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  probable  effect  of  the 
proposed  Tax  on  Sjcccessions  to  Real  Propertij. — The 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  opposed  the  motion,  as  obstructive  ; 
and  said  that  the  government  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  wavering  in  their  conviction  as  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  tax  on  succession. — The  Earl 
of  Derby  maintained  the  dignity  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
as  an  assembly  whose  functions  were  not  conlined 
merely  to  registering  the  acts  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  contended  that  they  had  a  right  to  judge  measures 
by  their  merits ;  and  accordingly  proceeded  to  argue 
that  the  succession  tax  had  no  merits  whatever. — Earl 
Gr.\.nville  defended  the  tax  against  the  objections 
which  had  been  made,  and  hoped  that  it  would  meet 
with  no  obstruction  in  that  house. — Lord  St.  Leonards, 
after  a  discursive  attack  upon  the  general  financial 
policy  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  E-xchequer,  gave  his 
opposition  to  the  tax  on  successions,  upon  legal  grounds, 
as  having  none  of  the  good  points  of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill,  and 
as  being  seriously  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
property. — -The  Lord  Chancellor  deprecated  the 
discussion  of  a  measure  which  was  still  under  the 
consideration  of  the  other  house  ;  and  contended  that 
inquiry  into  the  question  would  not  give  them  any 
inlormation  that  they  did  not  already  possess.  At  the 
same  time  he  defended  the  tax  against  the  objections  of 
Lord  St.  Leonards. — Plarl  Fitzwilliam  objected  to  the 
tax,  not  because  it  was  an  imposition  upon  land  or 
property,  but  because  it  would  press  hardly  not  only 
upon  this,  but  upon  coming  generations,  and  would  be 
productive  of  consequences  dangerous  to  the  peace 
of  society.  He  thought  it  inadvisable  that  their  lord- 
ships should  enter  into  any  contest  with  the  other  house. 


and  therefore  it  was  that  Lord  Malmesbury  had  wisely 
selected  the  time  for  making  his  motion. — The  Duke  of 
Argyll,  alluding  to  assurances  made  by  several 
preceding  speakers,  said  that  it  was  impossible  not  to 
believe  that  noble  lords  opposite  opposed  the  tax  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  hostile  to  the  land.  And  this 
impression  he  endeavoured  to  efface,  urging  them  to 
consider  the  measure  in  relation  to  the  other  portions  of 
the  budget — to  look  at  it  without  any  party  bias,  in 
which  case  they  must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
land  was  not"  unfairly  dealt  with,  especially  when 
compared  with  the  financial  propositions  of  the  late 
government. — On  a  division,  the  motion  was  rejected 
by  139  to  126. 

On  Monday,  May  30,  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  presented 
a  petition  from  ladies  of  Kingston,  Jamaica,  praying 
that  the  government  should  interfere  in  order  more 
effectually  to  carry  out  the  treaties  with  Spain  for  the 
liepression  of  Slavery  in  Cuba.  Ho  reminded  their 
lordships  of  the  engagements  under  which  Spain  was 
bound  to  this  country  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  but  under  the  present  captain-general  the  slave 
trade  was  [carried  on  with  unusual  activity,  so  as  to 
make  the  unhappy  island  of  Cuba,  gifted  by  nature  with 
every  requisite  Ibr  a  paradise,  little  better  than  a  hell. 
He  was  informed  that  between  November  and  February 
last  no  less  than  5000  negroes  had  been  landed  in  Cuba 
. — at  least  so  much  was  known  ;  but,  no  doubt,  a  con- 
siderable number  in  addition  had  been  landed  on  the 
unfrequented  parts  of  the  island.  Since  then  600  had 
been  landed  near  Matanzas,  but  amid  all  these  disgraceful 
proceedings  it  was  most  satisfactory  to  find  how  efficiently 
our  gallant  naval  service  was  dischai-ging  ita  duty  in 
these  seas.  This  j'ear  six  slavers  had  been  taken,  but  as 
yet  he  had  to  learn  whether  the  position  of  the  emanci- 
pists had  been  improved.  Of  these  three  had  been  taken 
in  one  dav,  by  Captain  Hamilton,  in  her  Majesty's  war 
steamer  Vestal,  and  of  this  gallant  affair  'ne  had  the  good 
fortune  to  possess  an  account,  which  gave  a  most  striking 
picture  of  British  heroism  on  its  own  element,  the  sea. 
It  appeared  that  there  lay  in  the  harbour  of  Havanna, 
at  the  same  time  as  the  Vestal,  a  slave  schooner,  called 
the  Venus,  built  at  New  York,  a  model  of  piratical 
beauty,  and  the  fastest  sailer  on  these  seas.  The  captain 
of  this  vessel  intended  to  take  advantage  of  the  circum- 
stance that  the  Vestal's  crew  were  busy  painting  and 
refitting,  and  suddenly  to  leave  the  harbour  in  the  night. 
Of  this  Capt.  Hamilton  received  information,  but  did 
not  declare  his  own  intentions  in  consequence.  One 
night  during  a  thunderstorm  and  tornado,  the  Venus 
slipped  out,  and  got  away  unnoticed  past  the  Moro.  But 
at  daybreak  Captain  Hamilton  sprang  from  his  bed,  and 
in  less  than  three  minutes  the  Vestal  was  under  a  crowd 
of  canvass,  and  as  she  passed  out  of  harbour,  the  foreign 
ships,  among  others  the  Americans,  like  good  kinsmen, 
gave  her  a  loud  cheer.  As  soon  as  she  got  out  of  harbour 
the  Venus  was  recognised  by  the  whiteness  cf  her  new 
sails,  and  pursued,  but  night  and  another  thunderstorm 
came  on,  but  on  conjecture  she  was  followed  and  over- 
taken at  the  Bahama  shoals.  The  Vestal  dared  not 
approach  her,  there  being  only  four  fathoms  less  a 
quarter  water.  Capt.  Hamilton,  however,  tried  the 
effect  of  a  long  shot,  which  pitched  right  into  her,  and 
she  yielded,  "immediately  after  two  other  schooners 
appeared  among  the   breakers.     The  Vestal  could  not 
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approach  them.  What  ^vas  to  he  done  ?  Captain 
Hamilton  went  on  hoard  )us  prize,  and  holding  his 
revolver  to  the  slave  captain's  head,  made  him  steer 
straight  to  the  other  schooners,  and  captured  both,  and 
found  that  they  contained  slave  decks,  manacles,  and  all 
the  usual  fittings  of  vessels  intended  for  the  slave  trade, 
besides  several  letters  implicating  persons  in  the  town 
and  vessels  in  the  harbour.  When  the  Vestal  returned 
to  Havanna  towing  in  her  three  prizes,  an  old  American 
said,  "  It  makes  my  heart  flow  over  to  see  the  old 
country  coming  out  so  proud."  Now,  if  such  things 
were  done  in  the  harbour  under  the  windows  of  the 
captain. general's  palace,  and  the  guns  of  the  Moro,  what 
might  not  their  lordships  expect  to  take  place  in  the 
more  unfrequented  parts  of  the  island.  He  did  not 
mean  to  blame  her  Majesty's  government;  he  knew 
what  had  been  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Lord 
Palmerston,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  his  noble  friend 
was  well  seconded  by  the  late  administration.  Neither 
did  he  fear  that  the  cause  was  neglected  in  the 
hands  of  Lord  Clarendon,  whose  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  Spanish  character  and  oificers  would  give  him 
an  advantage  not  enjoyed  by  either  of  his  predecessors. 
He  thought  that  Spain  ought  to  be  taught  that  if  she  did 
not  mend  her  ways,  if  she  alone  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  was  to  persist  in  this  infernal  traffic,  she  need  not 
expect,  should  Cuba  ever  be  in  danger,  that  England 
■would  hold  any  other  than  a  neutral  position  in  the 
conflict.  He  was  not  sui-e  that  Spain  was  more  to  blame 
than  the  United  States,  which  had  passed  the  abominable 
fugitive  slave  law,  but  there  was  this  difterence  in  the 
cases,  that  we  had  a  right  by  treaty  to  demand  the 
abolition  of  the  traffic  from  Spain,  whereas  in  the  case  of 
the  United  States  we  had  no  such  power. — The  Earl  of 
Clarendon  feared  that  he  must  admit  that  the  treaties 
to  which  allusion  had  been  made  had  been  constantly 
and  feloniously  violated.  What  Lord  Carlisle  had  said 
respecting  the  captains- general  of  Cuba  he  believed  to 
be  perfectly  matter  of  fact,  but  he  was  glad  to  hear  him 
except  two  of  them,  who  had  been  honourably  distin- 
guished from  their  predecessors  and  their  successors.  He 
(Lord  Clarendon)  had  not  much  additional  information 
to  give,  but  what  he  had  was  not  altogether  of  an  un- 
satisfactory nature.  He  would  first  allude  to  the  practice 
of  taking  captured  slaves  into  Havanna.  Her  Majesty's 
cruisers  had  no  option  on  the  subject,  because  it  was 
provided  by  treaty  that  there  should  be  two  mixed 
courts — one  of  them  in  the  colonial  possessions  of  Spain, 
the  other  on  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  and  a  naval  officer  on 
effecting  a  capture  was  bound  by  his  instructions  to  take 
his  prize  either  to  Havanna  or  Sierra  Leone,  according 
as  his  judgment  might  direct  him.  It  was  impossible, 
therefore,  for  the  captains  of  British  vessels  to  do  other- 
wise. Of  the  vessels  to  which  Lord  Carlisle  had  alluded — 
those  taken  by  Captain  Hamilton — two  of  them  had  been 
condemned  by  the  court  at  Havanna.  Lord  Clarendon 
then  read  several  despatches  which  he  had  recently 
received  from  Lord  Howden,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  Spanish  government  was  at  last  about  to  attend  to 
the  expostulations  of  England  and  the  dictates  of  their 
country's  honour.  Additional  powers  would  be  given 
to  the  captain-general  for  searches,  and  every  assistance 
in  the  recapture  of  slaves.  He  could  only  repeat  the 
assurance  he  had  given  a  few  nights  since,  that  govern- 
ment considered  that  to  their  own  exertions,  and  their 
own  cruisers,  they  must  mainly  look  for  anything  in  the 
■way  of  effectual  change.  He  had  again  been  in  com- 
munication Avith  the  Admiralty,  by  whom  instructions 
had  been  sent  out  to  the  fleet,  and  the  house  might 
expect  that  nothing  would  be  wanting  to  put  an  end  to 
this  abominable  traffic. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  moved  for  an  address  to  the 
crown,  praying  for  an  inquire  into  Corrupt  Practices 
during  Elections  for  Maldon,  and  after  a  short  but  sharp 
discussion  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  Tuesday,  May  31,  Lord  St.  Leonards  complained 
of  the  course  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  in  Accepting  the  New  Two-and-Half per  Cent. 
Stock  on  account  of  the  Suitors  in  Chancery.  He  con- 
sidered that,  through  the  acceptance  of  which  he  com- 
plained, a  loss  would  accrue  both  upon  the  interest  and 
capital.  As  to  the  scheme  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  he  considered  it  a  complete  failure. — The 


Lord  Chancellor  at  some  length  defended  the  course 
he  had  adopted,  denying  that  the  suitors  would  sustain 
any  loss,  as  Lord  St.  Leonards  had  alleged. 

Lord  LYNDHtJRST  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Alteration  of  Oaths  Bill,  which  was  intended  to  strike 
out  such  parts  of  the  present  oaths  as  ■were  inapplicable, 
inoperative,  idle,  or  absurd.  He  described  the  nature 
of  the  three  oaths — of  allegiance,  supremacy,  and 
adjuration  ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  two  last,  showed 
that  the  one  had  reference  only  to  the  Catholics,  whose 
disabilities  had  been  removed,  and  that  the  other  hada 
political  object,  which  expired  with  the  last  descendant 
of  the  Pretender.  He  showed  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  the  Jews  wore  aff'ected  by  the  present  form  of 
oath,  and  quoted  authorities  to  shoW;  that  it  was  not 
framed  origmally  for  their  expulsion.  He  did  not  ask 
them  to  omit  "the  words  "  on  the  true  faith  of  a 
Christian,"  because  he  respected  the  decision  of  the 
house,  but  he  asked  them  to  omit  the  oath  of  supi-emacy, 
and  to  incorporate  the  other  two  oaths  as  a  measure  of 
right  and  justice. — The  Earl  of  Derby  would  not 
oppose  the  bill,  but,  while  he  admitted  that  portions  of 
the  form  of  oath  were  obsolete,  and  might  be  omitted 
with  advantage,  he  disagreed  with  the  proposed  altera- 
tion upon  Protestant  grounds.  He  asked  for  an 
assurance  from  the  government  that  the  bill  should  not 
be  perverted  from  the  object  proposed,  and  "  smuggled" 
through  that  and  the  other  house  without  proper  discus- 
sion, in  the  absence  of  which  assurance  he  should  urge 
the  postponement  of  the  bill. — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
while  considering  the  demands  of  Lord  Derby  very 
unusual,  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  interfere  with 
the  bill  in  that  house,  further  than  giving  it  his  cordial 
support :  but  he  would  not  pledge  himself  or  the  govern- 
ment to  any  course  with  regard  to  amendments  which 
might  be  made  in  the  other  house. — The  Earl  of 
Clancarty,  without  giving  formal  opposition  to  the 
bill,  charged  Lord  Lyndhurst  with  inconsistency  in  his 
course  with  regard  to  it,  and  pointed  out  what  he 
believed  to  be  its  objectionable  qualities. — Lord  Redes- 
DALE,  considering  Lord  Aberdeen's  iinsatisfaotory  state- 
ment, did  not  consider  it  safe  to  allow  the  bill  to  pass 
beyond  its  present  stage. — Lord  Campbell  urged  legal 
arguments  on  behalf  of  the  bill. — Lord  Brougham,  in 
supporting  the  bill,  justified  the  government  in  refusing 
the  pledge  demanded  by  Lord  Derby. — The  bill  was 
then  read  a  second  time,  and  the  committee  fixed  for 
Thursday. 

On  Thursday,  June  2nd,  the  Lord  Ch.4.ncellor 
stated  that,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
money-market,  no  further  assent  would  be  given  to  the 
Acceptance  of  the  New  Tico-and-a-Half  per  Cent.  Stock 
on  behalf  of  Siiitors  in  Chancer)/. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  going  into 
committee  on  the  Alteration  of  Oaths  Bill,  the  Earl  of 
Ellenborough  said  that,  though  he  was  anxious  to  be 
relieved  from  the  mummeries  of  some  parts  of  the  old 
oath,  still  he  regarded  the  wording  of  the  new  oaths 
with  great  suspicion.  Besides,  it  was  not  desirable  that 
another  opportunity  for  a  debate  on  Jewish  disabilities 
should  arise  during  the  present  session.  He  therefore 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  bill  be  committed 
that  day  three  months.— After  some  observations  from 
Lord  WiCKLOw  in  favour  of  the  bill.  Lord  Derby  also 
expressed  his  suspicion  of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape, 
but  was  willing,  if  a  similar  measure  was  introduced  at 
an  earlier  period  next  session,  to  give  it  his  support. 
— The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  thought  not  sufficient  had 
been  adduced  for  rejecting  a  measure  admitted  by  all  to 
be  necessary,  merely  because  it  was  open  to  amendments, 
which  might  be  introduced  in  committee. — Their  lord- 
ships then  divided,  when  the  numbers  were — for  the 
amendment,  85 ;  against,  69;  majority,  15.  The  bill 
was  therefore  lost. 

On  Friday,  June  3,  Lord  Brougham  'complained 
of  the  Heavy  Fees  in  the  County  Courts.  Unless  (he 
said)  some  steps  were  taken  to  remedy  this  evil  the 
objects  of  the  legislature  in  establishing  these  courts 
would  be  defeated. — After  some  conversation,  in  which 
Lord  St.  Leonards  deprecated  discussion  until  the 
judges  had  reported,  the  subject  was  allowed  to  drop. 

Lord  Beaumont  moved  for  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  of 
\'id\,Regulatingthe  Successiontothe  Crownof Denmark, 
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■with  some  other  documents  relating  thereto. — The 
Earl  of  Clarendon  inforn.etl  the  noble  lord  that  a 
copy  of  the  treaty  had  been  already  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  house.— The  Earl  of  Malmesbury  claimed  credit 
for  the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  the  self-abnegation  he 
displayed  on  the  Danish  question. 

On  Monday,  June  6,  Lord  Ellenboeough  called 
attention  to  the  subject  of  the  Mar  in  Biirmah.  He 
described  our  army  as  being  unable — partly  from  its 
want  of  the  means  of  locomotion,  partly  from  the 
inadequacy  of  its  force  to  the  extent  of  ground  it  had  to 
occupy,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  enterprise  assigned  to 
it — to  take  advantage  of  the  favourable  opportunity 
which  the  revolution  in  Ava  had  afforded  it,  or,  in  fact, 
to  undertake  any  operation  of  importance.  He  recom- 
mended that  the  troops,  which  were  now  much  dispersed 
in  garrisons,  should  be  concentrated,  that  the  govern- 
ment should  give  up  all  illusions  as  to  an  easy  conquest, 
and  prepare  itself  for  an  arduous  and  costly  war.  At 
the  present  rate  of  proceeding,  he  believed  that  the 
expenses  of  the  army  were  not  less  than  those  of  the 
expedition  which  conquered  China,  and  he  could  not 
estimate  them  at  less  than  from  1,000,000^.  to  1,200,000/. 
a-year. — Lord  Gramville  regretted  that  the  govern- 
ment had  received  no  further  information ;  and  Lord 
Albemarle  strongly  urged  the  propriety  of  disavowing 
the  annexation  of  Pegu. 

On  Friday,  June  10th,  the  Marquis  of  Westmeath, 
in  moving  for  Papers  relating  to  certain  Irish  Outrages, 
complained  of  remissions  of  sentences  on  ofi'enders  by 
the  present  Lord-Lieutenant.  His  lordship  also  referred 
to  an  election  speech  delivered  by  the  Irish  Solicitor- 
General,  in  which  it  was  alleged  that  inflammatory 
language  was  employed,  and  he  asked  whether,  in  the 
event  of  a  vacancy  on  the  Irish  bench,  it  was  designed 
to  promote  that  gentleman. — Lord  Aberdeen  defended 
the  course  which  had  been  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
remissions  of  sentences,  and  declined  to  reply  to  the 
question  regarding  Mr.  Keogh. — The  Earl  of  Derby 
spoke  in  condemnation  of  the  language  alleged  to  have 
been  used  by  Mr.  Keogh.— The  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Keogh,  declared  that  the 
language  in  question  had  been  falsely  charged  against 
that  gentleman,  who  utterly  denied  having  employed 
it.— The  Earl  of  Eglixton  stated  that  he  possessed 
evidence  that  such  language  had  been  used,  and  thought 
that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 
He  condemned  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Keogh  to  his 
present  office.— The  Duke  of  Newcastle  said  that  it 
was  understood  that  Lord  Derby's  government  had 
entered  into  negotiations  with  a  view  to  proposing  office 
to  Mr.  Keogh.— The  Earl  of  Derby  denied  that  any 
such  proposition  had  been  made. — After  further  discus- 
sion, the  Marquis  of  Westmeath  withdrew  his  motion. 

On  Monday,  June  13,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in 
reply  to  a  question  from  the  Marquis  of  Clanrtcarde, 
stated  that  the  greatest  unanimity  existed  between  the 
Governments  of  France  and  England  on  the  Turkish 
Question,  and  that  the  statement  which  recently  ap- 
peared in  the  Moniteur  respecting  the  combined  action 
of  the  French  and  English  fleets  was  perfectly  correct. 
^  The  Earl  of  Ellenborough,  in  moving  for  copies  of 
the  correspondence  between  the  Board  of  Control  and 
the  Board  of  Directors  with  regard  to  the  measure  for 
the  Government  of  India,  made  a  long  speech,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  declared  himself  in  favour  of  legisla- 
tion during  the  present  session. — Earl  Granville 
hailed  this  change  in  the  noble  earl's  views  as  a  favour- 
able sign  and  considered  that  they  might  now  safely 
consider  any  further  attempt  at  postponement  as  in- 
fluenced merely  by  party  motives.  His  lordship 
explained  and  defended  the  measure  of  the  government 
in  a  long  address. — Lord  Monteagle  was  nevertheless 
in  favour  of  delay,  and  condemned  the  hasty  course  of 
the  government  as  without  precedent  and  without 
justification.  He  objected  also  to  the  plan  itself,  as 
well  as  to  the  time  when  it  was  brought  forward. — The 
Duke  of  Argyll  feared  that  the  greater  portion  of 
those  who  urged  delay  were  influenced  only  by  a  wish 
to  gain  time  in  order  to  overturn  altogether  the  present 
system  of  Indian  government,  and  he  feared  moreover 
that  Lord  Monteagle  belonged  to  that  party.  He  took 
that  opportunity  of  defending  the  rationality  and  justice 


of  the  present  system,  which  he  endeavoured  to  show 
needed  nothing  to  perfect  it  but  the  alterations  proposed 
by  the  government,  and  compared  to  which  a  single 
system  was  unreasonable  and  difficvilt,  if  not  altogether 
impossible. — The  Marquis  of  Clanricarde  examined 
the  arguments  pro  and  con,  and  declared  himself 
strongly  against  a  precipitate  and  imperfect  measure  as 
a  substitute  for  deliberate  and  permanent  legislation.— 
The  Earl  of  Albemarle  followed  to  a  similar  efiect, 
and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  Tuesday,  June  14,  the  Earl  of  Eghnton,  on 
behalf  of  Lord  Naas,  denied  that  that  noble  lord  had 
ever  made  an  Offer  of  Office  to  Mr.  Keogh. 

The  great  Lxtramural  Cemetery  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  by  a  majority  of  one,  the  numbers  being — 
for  the  bill,  37  ;  against  it,  36. 

The  report  of  the  Amended  Hackney  Carriages  Bill 
was  brought  up  and  received. 

A  motion  of  Lord  Beaumont,  for  Correspondence 
Respecting  the  Laio  of  South  Carolina  with  regard  to 
Coloured  Slaves,  was  agreed  to. 

On  Thursday,  June  16,  Lord  BROUGHAM  presented 
a  number  of  petitions,  principally  from  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  in  favour  of  a  General  Abolition  of 
Oaths.  He  did  not  himself  advocate  so  sweeping  a 
measure,  for  there  were  undoubtedly  cases  in  which  the 
form  of  an  oath  was  necessary  to  insure  the  truth  ;  but 
he  proposed  to  give  the  judge  who  presided  power  to 
accept  an  affirmation  instead  of  an  oath  whenever,  in 
his  opinion,  the  objection  to  an  oath  was  founded  on 
really  conscientious  scruples. — Lord  Campbell  pre- 
sented petitions  to  the  same  effect,  b\it  concurred  in 
Lord  Brougham's  suggestion,  which  had  also  the 
authority  of  the  common  law  commissioners. 

A  Bill  to  Continue  the  Irish.  Encumbered  Estates 
Court  for  Two  more  Years  was  read  a  first  time,  and, 
after  a  smart  discussion  between  Lords  Brougham  and 
Campbell,  on  county  court  fees,  their  lordships 
adjourned. 

On  Friday,  June  17,  the  Marquis  of  Westmeath 
again  introduced  his  Charges  against  Mr.  Keogh;  and 
he  moved  "  for  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  seditious  language  alleged  to  have  been  used 
by  her  Majesty's  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  at  Moate, 
in  the  county  of  Westmeath,  find  at  Athlone,  in  the 
month  of  July  last." — This  motion  led  to  a  protracted 
debate,  in  the  course  of  which  the  allegations  against 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  were  met  and 
answered.  The  motion,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Earl  of 
Derby,  was  withdrawn. 

On  Monday,  June  20,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Income  Tax  Bill,  a  tax  for 
which,  (he  said)  in  the  present  condition  of  the  finances 
of  the  country,  it  was  impossible  to  find  any  substitute, 
and  which  the  government  had,  therefore,  resolved  to 
reimpose,  with  certain  modifications,  for  a  period  of 
seven  years.  With  respect  to  the  feeling,  which  had 
become  widely  spread,  that  a  difference  should  be  made 
in  taxing  precarious  incomes  and  realised  property,  it 
had  been  found  impossible  to  legislate  so  as  to  meet  that 
feeling,  though  it  had  been  adopted  as  a  principle  by  the 
late  government;  and  he  (Lord  Aberdeen)  could  not  re- 
collect a  greater  triumph  of  reason  over  strong  conviction 
than  was  displayed  in  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  when  treating  this  part  of  the  question. 
He  then  entered  into  the  details  of  the  bill,  which  he 
described  as  being  the  foundation  of  a  solid  system  of 
finance,  and  destined,  if  the  country  continued  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace,  to  secure  many  years  of  happiness 
and  prosperity. — The  Earl  of  Derby  said  that  he  would 
not  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  because  it  was 
quite  impos.sible  to  dispense  with  the  money  brought 
into  the  Exchequer  by  this  most  objectionable  tax.  He, 
however,  protested  ag.unst  the  hasty  conclusion  of  Lord 
Aberdeen  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  late  government 
with  respect  to  the  reiniposition  of  the  tax,  fur  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  stating  their  intentions  respecting  it, 
except  in  a  general  way.  The  noble  Earl  then  stated 
his  objections  to  the  tax  as  reimposed  by  the  government, 
and  concluded  by  declaring  that  he  only  submitted  to  it 
because  he  believed  it  to  be  an  inevitable  impost,  and 
one  which,  after  these  repeated  renewals,  he  did  not 
believe  would  ever  be  taken  off, — After  some  ohserva- 
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tions  from  Lords  Portman  and  Berners,  Lord  Brougham 
pointi'd  out  several  anomalies  in  the  the  tax,  in  which 
line  he  was  followed  by  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde. 
— After  some  further  discussion,  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time. 

The  Encumbered  Estates  ('Ireland^  Bill  was  also  read 
a  second  time. 

On  Thursday,  June  23,  the  Charitable  Trusts  Bill 
and  the  Income  Tax  Bill  severally  passed  through  com- 
mittee. 

The  Bishop  of  Oxford  introduced  a  hill  to  facilitate 
The  Exchange  of  Livings  by  archbishops,  bishops,  and 
ecclesiastical  corporations,  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

On  Friday,  June  2-1,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  moved 
for  the  Correspondence  beticeen  Lord  Aberdeen  and  the 
Irish  Members  of  the  Government  wlio  had  latehj 
tendered  their  Resignations  ;  attacking  the  government 
for  their  administration  of  Irish  aftairs,  particulaily  in 
relation  to  the  riots  at  Si.K-milc  Bridge,  and  other  places, 
during  the  elections.  In  this  course  he  was  followed 
by  the  Earl  of  Deuby  and  the  Earl  of  Eglintox.  The 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  defended  the  government  ; 
showed  that  the  cabinet  had  resolved  to  prosecute  the 
priests  in  the  spring,  but  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  had  overruled  their 
decision ;  and  that  the  evidence  of  the  election  com- 
mittee contained  nothing  new,  as  was  shown  by  tr.eir 
not  recommending  a  prosecution.  After  a  long  debate 
the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  justified  himself  against 
certain  allegations  in  the  Times  and  other  publications, 
accusing  him  of  retaining  more  of  the  proceeds  of  his 
see  than  was  his  due,  and  of  a  "  selfish  malversation  of 
funds  dedicated  to  the  higliest  purposes."  He  showed 
that  his  yearly  revenue  had  been  uncertain,  but  that 
the  average  of  fourteen  years  was  6737^.  ;  and  that  he 
had  been  the  first  to  accept  the  fixed  income  of  5000^. 
offered  by  the  act  of  1850.  He  feelingly  but  manfully 
asserted  that  he  had  neither  hoarded  his  revenue  nor 
spent  it  for  his  personal  gratification,  but  had  devoted 
it  to  promote  the  interests  of  religion.  If  he  died  to- 
morrow, his  fiimily  would  not  have  a  shilling  beyond  his 
private  property  ;  and  his  son  would  only  have  his  patri- 
mony, and  that  greater  blessing  an  unblemished  name. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Thursday,  May  2G, 
Dr.  R.  Phillimore  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  and  amend  the  Lazo  Respecting  Church-rates. 
He  premised  th-it  there  could  be  no  question  now  that, 
nnder  the  existing  law,  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of 
every  parishioner  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the 
fabric  of  the  parish  church ;  and  that  this  obligation, 
which  extended  over  lands,  goods,  and  stock  in  trade, 
could  be  legally  enforced.  He  then  reviewed  the  con- 
dition of  the  law  in  respect  to  the  enforcement  of  church- 
rates,  since  the  commencement  of  the  well-known 
"  Braintree  case,"  showing  that  it  operated  not  only 
with  great  hardship  upon  dissenters,  but  with  great 
injustice  upon  churchmen.  After  recapitulating  tire 
measures  which  had  been  proposed  in  parliament  for 
adjusting  this  vexed  question,  and  adverting  to  the 
plan  suggested  in  the  amendment  moved  by  Sir  W.  Clay 
— his  objections  to  which  he  explained — -he  proceeded  to 
expound  his  own.  He  impressed  upon  the  house,  in  the 
outset,  that  the  real  objection  of  dissenters  to  church- 
rates  was  founded  upon  conscientious  scruples  ;  he  pro- 
posed, therefore,  that  a  dissenter  should  bo  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  church-rates  by  simply  stating  in 
writing  that  he  is  a  dissenter  from  the  Church  of 
England,  and  handing  that  statement  to  the  church- 
warden, relinquishing  thereby  his  right  to  attend 
vestries  and  to  meddle  with  church  property — provision 
being  made  for  his  readmission,  if  desired,  into  the 
church.  With  regard  to  churchmen,  he  proposed  that 
the  law  should  remain  as  it  was,  but  that  the  Consistorial 
Court  should  decide  summaril)',  viva  voce,  and  that 
there  should  be  only  one  appeal  therefrom  on  a  point  of 
law. — Sir  W.  Clay  moved  his  amendment,  that  the 
house,  in  committee,  do  consider  whether  church-rates 
should  not  be  abolished,  and  provision  made,  for  the 
charges  to  which  they  are  applicalde,  from  pew  rents, 
and  from  the   increased  value  which  may  be  derived 


from  church  lands  and  property.     After  dwelling  upon 
the  history  of  the  "  Braintree  case,"  the  still  uncertairi 
state  of  the  law  for  enforcing   church-rates,  and   the 
vexatious  proceedings  which  it  permitted,  he  stated  the 
obvious  objections   to  which  he  considered  Dr.  Philli- 
more's   scheme    to    be    open,   which,   he    said,   would 
produce  ill-will  and  angry  feelings  in  every  parish.     He 
then   argued  in  support  of  his   own  proposal  for   the 
abolition  of  church-rates,  the   principle  of  which  had 
been  already  assented  to  by  the  house  in  1837.  wliile  its 
justice  had  become  more  apparentsincethe  multiplication 
of  religious  edifices  supported  by  the  voluntary  contri- 
butions of  dissenters,  who  ought  not  be  taxed  for  the 
service  of  another  church,  which  was  as  great  a  wrong 
as  if  money  were  taken  out  of  their  pockets  to  build  new 
churches.      An  ample   substitute   for   this   odious   and 
unjust   tax,  he  contended,  might  be  found  in  the  ad- 
mitted   surplus   of    church    property,   under  a    better 
management,  even  without  any  aid  from  pew  rents. — 
The  amendment  was  seconded  and  supported  by  Mr. 
Peto. — Mr.  Collier,  balancing  the  two  plans,  was  of 
opinion   that   Sir   W.   Clay's   was   most   suited   to  the 
exigency  of  the  case. — Mr.  E.  Ball,  although  a   dis- 
senter, i'elt  bound,  for  reasons  he  assigned,  to  maintain 
the  Church  of  England  ;  but  he  feared  that  Dr.  Philli- 
more's  plan,  instead  of  settling,  would   more  unsettle 
a  question  which  he  would  willingly  lend  his  assistance 
to  adjust. — Mr.  Hume  wished  that  Sir  W.  Clay  had  left 
out  of  his  amendment  any  reference  to  pew  rents,  and 
cast  the  repairs  of  the  church  upon  church   property. 
He  preferred  the  amendment  to  the  original  motion ; 
but  he  recommended  the  government  to  take  the  subject 
into  their  own  hands. — Sir  R.  Inolis  considered  both 
propositions   to  be  equally  objectionable ;    for  the  ori- 
ginal  motion   would    destroy   the    nationality    of   the 
established  church,  and  degrade  it  to  the  level  of  a  sect, 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions.     The  amendment 
was  a  more  open  and  intelligible  mode  of  getting  rid  of 
what  had  been,  from  time  immemorial,  an  appanage  of 
the  church.     The  impost  was  said  to  bear  upon  the  con- 
sciences of  individuals ;    but  they  had  purchased  their 
property  subject  to  it,  and  the  resistance  to  church-rates 
upon  conscientious  grounds  bad  been  much  magnified. — 
Mr.  Pellatt  and  Mr.  Miall  argued  at  length  against 
church-rates,  and  considered  that  the  remedy  proposed 
by  Dr.  Phillimore  would  be  a  degradation  to  which  no 
dissenter  would  submit  — Mr.  Wigram  regarded  the 
motion,  and  especially  the  amendment,  as  of  very  great 
importance,  because  he  could  not  but  look  upon  this  as 
the  forerunner  of  similar  attacks  upon  tithes.     He  was 
ready  to  concur  in  any  practical  remedy  for  the   ob- 
jections  alleged     against     church-rates,    although    he 
believed  that  the  necessity  of  a  remedy  had  been  a  good 
deal  exaggerated.- — Sir  G.  Grey   considered   that  the 
question  of   church-rates    in    no   degree    affected    the 
existence  of  the  church,  and  only  ill-advised  friends  of 
the  church  staked  its  existence  upon  such  a  question. 
Tithes  and  church-rates  stood  upon  a  totally  different 
footing,  and  if  the  latter  were  abandoned,  the  church 
would  remain  as  firm  as  ever.     But  he  agreed  that  there 
were   unanswerable   objections  to    the    proposition    of 
Dr.  Phillimore,  who  came  very  near  that  of  allowing 
admission  to  the  church  to  be  purchased  by  the  payment 
of  a  miserable  sum  of  money,  while  it  would  not  attain 
the  end  of  promoting  peace  and  unity.     The  church- 
rates  would  fall  with  increased  weight  upon  churchmen, 
and  it  was  intended  to  leave  their  enforcement  in  the 
hands  of  those  objectionable  tribunals,  the  ecclesiastical 
courts.     He  must  vote  against  the  original  motion  ;  and 
with  respect  to  the  amendment,  he  would  be  no  party 
to  the   application   of  pew  rents    to   the   objects   of   a 
church-rate,  and  before  he   assented  to  the   throwing 
this  rate  upon  church  property,  he  should  wish  to  see 
the   mode  in  which  the  proposal  was  intended   to  be 
carried  out  in  the  shape  of  a  hill. — Lord  J.  Russell 
agreed  with  Sir  G.  Giey  that  the  church  would  exist 
without  church-rates  ;  at  the  same  time,  looking  at  this 
as  a  practical  question,  a  very  considerable  sum,  about 
300,000/.  a  year,  was  raised  and  applied  to  the  repairs 
of  the  ancient  sacred  edifices,  and  to  part  with  this  sum 
at  once  would  be   a  very  serious  consideration.     The 
ground  on  which  church-rates  were  objected  to  was,  not 
so  much  that  they  were  an  odious  and  vexatious  burden, 
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as  upon  principle,  that  they  formed  part  of  funds  for  the 
endowment  of  an  established  church.  With  regard  to 
the  proposition  of  Dr.  Pliillimore,  he  should  not  object 
to  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  though,  as  at  present 
advised,  he  cor.ld  not  consent  to  its  passing  into  a  law. 
The  evils  of  church-rates,  he  thought,  had  been  very 
much  exaggerated  ;  still  it  was  desirable  that  questions 
connected  with  these  rates  should  be  decided  without 
the  delay  and  cost  now  attending  them,  and  wliich 
could  be  done  without  infringing  the  general  law,  as 
soon  as  that  law  had  been  determined  in  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  pending  "  Braintrce  ease."  The  churches 
generally  throughout  the  countrj'  were  not  edifices 
originally  intended  for  a  single  sect,  or  a  majority  only 
of  the  community,  but  for  the  nation  at  large,  and  it 
would  be  a  national  shame  and  disgrace  if  the  cost  of  their 
repairs  were  cast  upon  a  portion  of  the  community,  or 
they  were  left  to  fall  into  ruin.  He  would  rather, 
therefore,  that  the  law  should  remain  as  it  then  was 
than  adopt  either  of  the  proposed  remedies  in  the  shape 
they  were  proposed  ;  and  he  warned  the  house  not  to 
sanction  the  doctrines  involved  in  the  proposition  of 
Sir  AV.  Clay. — Mr.  Bright  accused  Lord  John  Russell 
of  inconsistency;  and,  v,-ith  regard  to  Dr.  Phillimore's 
plan,  he  admitted  that  it  was  open  to  very  serious  ob- 
jections. He  was  of  opinion,  however,  that  provision 
might  be  made  for  the  repair  of  churches  out  of  church 
propertj-.  The  question  of  church-rates,  if  the  house 
chose  to  grapple  with  it,  was  very  simple  ;  if  a  bill 
were  passed  merely  abolishing  those  rates,  without  any 
other  provision,  sufilciont  sums,  in  his  opinion,  would  be 
raised  by  voluntary  contributions  in  every  parish  fur  the 
repair  of  the  i'abric  of  the  church. — After  a  reply  by 
Dr.  PiriLLiMoiiE,  upon  a  division  both  motions  were 
negatived  ;  the  amendment  by  207  to  185,  and  the 
orisinril  motion  by  220  to  172. 

On  Friday,  May  27,  Mr.  Diskaeli  put  questions  to 
the  government  respecting  the  state  of  our  Belations 
tcith  the  Ottoman  Porte.  He  inquired  first,  whether 
the  English  and  French  ambassadors  at  Constantinople 
were  at  the  present  niomtnt  acting  in  concert;  and, 
secondly,  whether  her  Majesty's  government  could  com- 
municate to  the  house  the  scope  and  tendency  of  the 
instructions  they  were  fulfilling  together. — Lord  J. 
KussELL  said  that  the  English  government  had  been 
informed  b\'  that  of  Ku;sia,  that  the  Emperor  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  send  a  special  ambassador  to 
Constantinople  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  certain  con- 
cessions heretofore  made  by  the  Porte  to  the  Greek 
church  with  reference  to  the  holy  places  at  Jerusalem, 
and  some  security  that  those  concessions  should  not  be 
withdrawn ;  the  nature  of  the  securities  not  being 
stated.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Russian  ambassador  at 
Constantinople  circumstances  occurred  which  created 
some  uneasiness  in  the  mii;d  of  the  Grand  Vizier,  who 
applied  to  Colonel  Rose,  acting  in  the  absence  of  Lord 
Stratford,  our  ambassador  at  the  Porte,  to  procure  the 
presence  of  an  English  fleet  in  the  Dardanelles,  and 
Colonel  Rose  sent  a  steamer  with  a  despatch  to  Admiral 
Dundas,  at  Malta,  who  forwarded  the  despatch  to 
England,  determining  to  wait  the  orders  of  her  Mnjesty 's 
government.  In  the  meanwhile  Colonel  Rose  was  in- 
formed by  the  Grand  Vizier  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  the  English  fleet  to  leave  Malta.  The  negotiations 
proceeded;  Lord  Stratford  lent  liis  assistance  to  enable 
Prince  Menschikoff  to  obtain  from  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment declarations  and  acts  which  were  considered 
sufficient,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  matter  was  settled, 
and  that  the  mission  of  the  Pi-ince  Menschikofi' would 
terminate  favourably.  But  it  appeared  that  further 
proposals  were  made  by  the  Prince,  which,  although  in 
the  estimation  of  the  Prussian  government  were  no  more 
than  necessary  to  secure  the  fulfilment  of  the  declarations 
made  by  the  Porte,  in  the  opinicm  of  the  Turkish 
government,  as  well  as  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's 
ambassador  and  that  of  the  ambassador  of  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  endanger  the 
independence  of  the  Porte.  His  answers  to  the  questions 
were,  that  the  most  perfect  confidence  and  accordance 
subsisted  between  her  Majesty's  ambassador  at  Constan- 
tinople and  the  ambassador  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  who  took  the  same  view  of  the  Russian  pro- 
posals:  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  negotiations  it 


would  not  consist  with  the  good  of  the  public  service  to 
produce  the  instructions  upon  which  Lord  Stratford 
acted  ;  but  that  the  policy  which  dictated  them  was 
that  of  maintaining  inviolate  the  faith  of  treaties  and  the 
independence  of  Turkey. 

The  house  went  again  into  committee  upon  the 
Income-tax  Bill.  On  the  2Gth  clause,  Mr.  J.  BuTT 
moved  to  exempt  precarious  incomes  under  150/.  a  year, 
and  clerical  incomes. — The  Chancellok  of  the  Ex- 
CKEQUEB,  objected  that  the  alteration  would  introduce 
the  principle  of  investigating  the  sources  of  income,  and 
embarrass  the  measure  with  difficulties  wftich  it  was 
intended  to  avoid.  The  proposed  amendment  was 
negatived  upon  a  division. 

The  Berjistratton  of  Assurance  Bill  was,  after  a  short 
conversation,  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  power  to  call  for  evidence. 

In  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  a  Vote  of 
4,000,000/.  was  Granted  to  her  jSLojesty  out  of  the 
consolidated  fund. 

On  Monday,  May  30,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  Customs  Acts.  Jlr.  T.  B.vniKG  protested  against 
the  principle  of  abolishing  duties  simply  because  they 
were  insignificant  in  amount;  he  considered  that  duties 
should  be  remitted  only  on  the  ground  of  relieving  the 
consumer,  increasing  trade,  or  economising  the  collection 
of  the  revenue. — Mr.  Disraeli  was  of  a  similar  opinion. 
He  believed  it  to  be  an  unwise  policy  to  aim  at  indiscri- 
minate reduction,  a  moderate  and  general  system  of 
customs  duties  being,  in  his  opinion,  the  best  means  of 
benefiting  the  revenue,  without;  the  infliction  of  any  spe- 
cial burdens. — Lord  J.  Manners  urged  some  illustrative 
arguments  on  the  same  side,  which  were  answered  by 
Mr.  Caedwell,  who  defended  the  policy  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  chai'ged  Mr.  Disraeli  with 
inconsistency,  and  reminded  Lord  John  Manners  that 
although  the  cost  of  collection  bad  not  diminished  with 
the  reduction  in  customs  duties,  the  number  of  articles 
passing  through  the  custom-house  had  considerably 
increased. — "With  regard  to  that  portion  relating  to  tea, 
a  discussion  arose,  in  consequence  of  some  remarks  made 
by  Mr.  Disraeli,  who  considered  that  recent  events  in 
China  rendered  it  desirable  that  an  opportunity  should 
be  given  for  a  more  deliberate  discussion.  Ultimately 
the  resolutions  Avere  agreed  to.  ; 

On  Tuesday,  May  31,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Customs  Acts  was  brought  up  ar.d  agreed  to. 

Mr.  George  Henry  MooUE  moved  fur  a  select  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  Ecclesiastical  Revenues  of 
Ireland,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  they  are 
made  applicable  to  the  benefit  of  the  Irish  people.  The 
grievance  he  called  on  them  to  consider  was  no  new  one; 
it  has  tormented  the  legislature  almost  as  much  as  the 
people  V,  ho  have  endured  it.  It  was  the  fashion  to  call 
the  Irish  loyal,  but  they  are  not  loyaL  If  a  fight  took 
place  off  the  Irish  coast  between  an  English  and  an 
American  ship,  a  very  large  majority  of  the  lookers-on 
would  wish  the  Americans  to  win.  That  state  of  feeling 
is  an  imperial  danger  ;  and  its  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the 
religious  policy  of  England  towards  Ireland,  a  policy 
condemned  by  all  authorities  among  English  statesmen. 
He  maintained  that  the  Church  revenues  are  a  fund  set 
apart  by  public  authority  for  a  public  purpose,  and  not  a 
tax  paid  by  the  Protestant  owners  of  land,  or  by  the 
[jcople,  to  a  minority.  Those  revenues  were  set  apart 
for  the  education  of  the  people  and  the  maintenance  of 
religion,  and  they  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  their 
original  purposes.  The  proportion  of  Catholics  toPro- 
testants  was  still  as  five  to  one  ;  and  yet  revenues  which, 
by  proper  management,  might  be  made  to  yield  a  million 
a  year  were  given  to  the  minority.  Bu:  the  policy  of 
England  v.-as  even  more  evil  in  principle  than  destructive 
in  practice  ;  for  it  contained  the  evils  both  of  the  volun- 
tary and  the  endowment  principles— endowing  the  reli- 
gion of  the  rich,  and  handing  over  the  religion  of  the 
poor  to  the  voluntary  prino"iple.  Mr.  Gladstone  had 
defended  the  establishment  in  Ireland,  on  the  ground 
that  Irelan.l  was  an  integral  portion  of  the  British 
empire,  and  that  Protestantism  was  the  religion  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  people:  but  if  this  were  a  sound 
argument,  why  not  pay  for  this  imperial  church  out  of 
the  imperial  revenue  ?  The  case  of  Scothnid,  too,  which 
was  also  an  integral  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
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where  the  Episcopal  Church  was  not,  however,  made  the  according  to  number.  Dividing  them  according  to 
established  religion,  entirely  destroyed  the  force  of  such  number,  you  would  give  by  far  the  greater  part  of  those 
an  argument,  then  it  was  argued  that  the  Act  of  Union  i-evenues  to  the  Koniau  Catholic  Church.  In  so  doing, 
must  be  maintained  in  all  its  integrity ;  and  that  the  j  you  would  be  acting  according  to  principle — according 
establishment  is  part  of  the  Act  of  Union  ;  but  if  both  j  to  the  principle  you  liave  adopted  in  other  cases,  as  the 


parties  agreed  to  alter  that  act,  he  did  not  see  that  there 
could  be  any  objection  to  that  course.  It  was  said  that 
the  Irish  Reformation  Society  had  made  converts :  was 
it  true,  then,  that  the  Establishment,  with  from  500,000/. 
to  1,000,000/.  a  year,  had  failed  to  do  what  the  subscrip- 
tions of  a  few  thousands  had  eflccted  ?  He  wished  "to 
give  Protestantism  fair  play,  in  order  that  it  might  meet 
its  great  adversary  before  a  free  people  ;  and  then  God 
defend  the  right." — Mr.  O'Conxeli-  seconded  the 
motion,  with  pain,  as  it  was  rash  and  imprudent  to  ap- 
proach the  question  at  present.  Such  motions  (he  said) 
damage  the  cause  they  are  meant  to  serve. — Sir  John 
YotJXG  characterised  the  motion  as  one  really  for  the 
total  destruction  of  the  Established  Chuixh  in  Ireland. 
He  warned  the  House  against  granting  the  committee. 
■ — Mr.  Murrough,  Mr.  Pollard  Urquhart,  Mr.  Gardner, 
Mr.  J.  Phillimore,  Mr.  Henry  Urummond,  and  Mr. 
Maguire,  supported,  while  Sir  Robert  In;;lis,  Mr.  New- 
degate,  and  Mr.  Ross  Moore,  and  Mr.  Whiteside,  opposed 
the  motion. — Mr.  Luc.vs  felt  it  ditKcult  to  speak  upon  a 
motion  which  oueht  to  be  carried  as  a  matter  of  course. 
It  was  a  motion  for  inquiry  into  all  the  ecclesiastical 
revenues  of  Ireland — the  Established  Church,  the 
Kegium  Donum,  the  Maynooth  grant.  The  question 
was  one  of  justice  to  all  classes  of  the  community  ;  and 
he  and  his  triends  were  prepared  to  adopt  any  method 
■which  would  really  establish  religious  equality  in  Ireland. 
— Lord  John  KioSell  said,  that  he  did  not  agree  that 
the  Roman  Catnolics  are  in  a  state  of  social  and  political 
degradation  ;  that  they  have  any  social  inequalities  to 
complain  of;  and  if  Roman  Catholics  of  former  years 
have  expressed  gratitude  for  concessions  made  in  their 
favour,  they  are  extremely  unlike  some  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  present  day,  who  have  met  the  largest 
concessions  of  Parliament  with  reproaches  and  reviliniis, 
— as  if  they  wish  to  prove  how  much  they  differ  from 
their  ancestoi'S,  and  to  make  up  for  their  exuberance  of 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  their  country.  He  believed 
that  Mr.  Lucas,  and  those  who  had  spoken  with  him,  did 
not  carry  with  them  the  great  body  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. In  discussing  these  subjects,  he  thought  that 
the  oaths  ought  not  to  be  a  bar  to  debate,  nor  the  argu- 
ment drawn  from  the  Act  of  Union  pushed  too  far ; 
because  there  is  nothing  in  that  act  to  prevent  a  change 
if  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Ireland  desire  a  change. 
Having  said  so  much.  Lord  John  came  to  the  practical 
question,  and  confessed  that  the  experience  of  the  last 
few  years  has  not  been  lost  upon  him.  Some  years  ago, 
he  had  proposed  a  compromise,  but  no  one  would  consent 
to  it ;  and  he  had  been  compelled,  therefore,  to  consider 
what  course  Parliament  should  take — how  it  could 
remedj'  that  which  was  alleged  as  a  grievance.  "  I  am 
BOrry  to  think  (said  he)  that  while  I  cannot  hold  that 
the  present  state  of  things  is,  in  its  apparent  arrange- 
m.ent,  satisfactory,  I  see  the  greatest  tlifficulties— the 
greatest  objections — more  than  that,  I  see  no  small  peril 
in  the  alterations  that  have  been  proposed.  There  are 
only  two  modes  obviously  in  which  ecclesiastical  equality 
• — for  that  is  the  important  question — can  be  attained. 
The  one  is  the  total  abolition  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Established  Church  of  Ireland.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
take  that  course.  I  never  shall  be  willing  to  consent  to 
the  total  abolition  of  the  revenues  of  the  Established 
Church  of  Ireland.  Putting  aside  the  great  change  it 
would  make — the  violation  of  engagements  it  would 
make, — setting  aside  these  matters,  I  cannot  but  think 
that  you  could  not  abolish  the  revenues  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church  of  Ireland  without  striking  at  the  root  of 
ecclesiastical  endowments,  and  violating  the  great  firin- 
ciple  upon  which  all  our  endowments  arc  founded.  Tliat 
may  be  a  wrong  principle — I  mean  the  principle  of 
ecclesiastical  endowments ;  but  it  is  one  I  am  in  favour 
of,  which  has  been  hitherto  maintained  by  the  Parlia 
ment  of  this  country,  and  I  cannot  believe  that  you 
could  abolish  it  in  Ireland  without  leading  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom  to  a  similar  abolition.  Then  let 
us  consider  whether  we  can  at  present  mike  a  new  dis- 
tribution of  the  revenues  of  the   Established   Church 


late  Mr.  O'Connell  frequently  put  the  contrast  before  us, 
— as  you  have  the  Presbyterian  religion  in  Scotland,  so 
you  would  have  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  endowed 
in  Ireland.  If  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  resembled 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scotland,  although  it  would 
not  be  just  that  the  Roman  Catholics  should  have,  as  the 
Presbyterians  in  Scotland  have,  a  national  church 
entirely  devoted  to  them,  yet  I  can  imagine  that  a  large 
endowment  should  be  given  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  :  but,  unfortunately,  ecclesiastical  equality  would 
not  be  thereby  increased."  Lord  John  Russell  proceeded 
to  say,  that  it  has  been  evident  of  late  years,  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  have  aimed  at  political  power  at 
variance  with  the  due  attachment  to  the  Crown,  the 
liberties  of  the  subject,  and  the  general  cause  of  libertj-. 
"  I  am  convinced  (he  said)  that  if  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  had  increased  power  given  to  them,  and  if  they, 
as  ecclesiastics,  were  to  exercise  greater  control  and 
greater  political  influence  than  they  do  now,  that  power 
would  not  be  exercised  in  accordance  with  the  general 
freedom  that  prevails  in  this  country,  and  that  neither 
in  respect  to  political  power  nor  upon  other  subjects 
would  they  favour  that  general  freedom  of  discussion  and 
that  activity  and  energy  of  the  human  mind  which  belong 
to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  this  country.  I  do  not 
think  that  in  that  respect  they  are  upon  a  par  with  the 
Presbyterians  ot  Scotland,  the  Presbyterians  of  Scot- 
land, the  Wesleyans  of  this  country,  and  the  Established 
Church  of  this  country  and  of  Scotland,  all  no  doubt 
exercise  a  certain  influence  over  their  congregations;  but 
that  influence  which  thej-  thus  exercise  over  their  con- 
gregations must  be  comp.Uible  with  a  certain  freedom  of 
the  mind — must  be  compatible  with  a  certain  spirit  of 
inquiry,  which  the  ministers  of  these  churches  do  not 
dare  to  overstep,  and,  if  they  did  overstep  it,  that  influ- 
ence would  be  destroyed.  I  am  obliged,  then,  to  conclude 
— most  unwillingly  to  conclude,  but  most  decidedly — 
that  the  endowment  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in 
Ireland  in  the  place  of  the  endowment  of  the  Protestant 
Church  in  that  country,  in  connexion  with  the  state,  is 
not  an  object  which  the  Parliament  of  this  country  ought 
to  adopt  or  to  sanction." — Mr.  Bkigiit  expressed  the 
sorrow  with  which  he  had  heard  Lord  John  Russell's 
speech,  and  contrasted  the  past  career  of  Lord  John 
Russell  with  the  present.  This  contrast  Mr.  Bright  fol- 
lowed up  with  a  long  speech,  urging,  that  in  Irish  mat- 
ters the  opinion  of  the  majority  in  Ireland  ought  to  be 
consulted  more,  as  that  of  the  Canadians  had  been  in 
yielding  the  Clergy  Reserves. — Mr.  J.  D.  Fitzgerald 
also  vindicated  the  constitutional  demeanour  of  the  Irish 
members  from  the  attacks  of  Lord  J  jhn  Russell. — Mr. 
Moore  having  replied,  the  house  divided. — For  the 
motion,  98;  against  it,  240  ;  majority  against,  162. 

On  Wednesday,  June  1,  Mr.  Isaac  Butt  moved  the 
second  reading  of  a  bill  to  establish  a  Tribunal  for 
Ne^c  Trials  in  Criminal  Cases.  In  civil  cases  every 
plaintiff  or  defendant  has  the  right  of  appeal.  A  person 
criminally  accused  before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
has  the  right  of  appeal  independently  of  the  judge;  but 
a  person  tried  for  the  very  same  offence  at  a  borough 
sessions  has  no  right  of  appeal.  Mr.  Butt  proposed  in 
the  present  bill  to  give  an  appeal  on  points  of  law, 
either  with  or  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  and 
also  on  points  of  fact ;  and  in  case  of  capital  punishment 
he  proposed  that  a  special  tribunal  should  instantly  be 
convened  to  determine  whether  the  punishment  should 
be  carried  into  effect  or  not.  He  limited  his  bill  to  Ire- 
land, because  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  machinery 
of  the  courts  of  law  in  Ireland,  and  not  competent  to 
deal  with  the  question  in  its  bearing  upon  England.  He 
conceived  it,  however,  to  be  an  imperial  question  ;  and 
if  the  house  approved  of  the  bill,  it  might  be  extended 
to  England  when  in  committee. — Mr.  Ewart  seconded 
the  motion ;  and  it  was  supported  by"  Mr.  PniNN  and 
Mr.  M'Mahon  ;  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  Phillimore,  Lord 
PALMER.STON,  Mr.  Joseph  Napier,  and  Sir  George 
Grey. — Mr.  Butt  declined  to  take  a  division  on  the 
bill ;  and  it  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
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The  third  readins  of  the  Judges'  Exclusion  Bill  was 
moved  by  Lord  Hotham. — Mr.  Heiiry  De.ummoxd 
moved  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  six  months. 
This  bill  (he  said)  was  a  reform  bill,  and  a  reform  bill 
brought  forward  from  the  other  side  of  the  house,  with 
every  evil  that  every  reform  bill  had  hitherto  had  in  it ; 
framed  upon  narrow  exceptions,  and  for  ephemeral  pur- 
poses, without  taking  any  grasp  of  the  past  in  order  to 
become  a  guide  for  the  future.  He  ascribed  much 
utility  to  the  presence  of  men  of  great  judicial  capacity 
in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  referring  to  the  times  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  when  he  himself  was  present  at 
debates  which  required  the  presence  of  men  like  the  late 
Sir  William  Scott.  There  seems  a  desire  on  both  sides 
of  the  house  to  exclude  men  of  ability  :  on  the  Minis- 
terial siiie  they  bring  in  bills  to  exclude  all  property,  and 
on  the  Opposition  side  to  exclude  all  brains.  No  reform 
bill  for  the  future  should  receive  his  assent  which  did 
not  provide  for  increasing  the  number  of  men  of  ability 
in  that  house. — Mr.  Mac.vtjl.vy  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  hardly  creditable,  he  said,  to  the  house 
that  such  a  bill  should  have  reached  that  stage  without 
a  division.  Is  o  one  had  ever  asserted  that  any  inconve- 
nience had  ever  arisen  from  the  presence  of  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  in  the  house,  to.'a  seat  in  which  he  had  been 
eligible  for  six  hundred  years.  He  demanded  why  the 
Master  of  the  Piolls  was  to  be  excluded  from  the  House 
of  Commons  while  admitted  to  the  House  of  Lords  ;  and 
he  remarked  upon  the  great  influence  which  judges  have 
always  exercised  in  the  latter  assembly,  adverting  par- 
ticularly to  the  position  of  Lord  Brougham  on  the  one 
side,  and  Lord  Lyndhurst  ?on  the  other,  at  the  great 
crises  when  the  Reform  Bill  was  rejected.  He  con- 
tended that  the  proposed  measure  tended  to  transferring 
men  in  the  prime  and  vigour  of  life  from  the  Commons 
to  the  Lords;  and  the  result  would  be  that  Europe 
would  be  looking  to  the  conflicts  in  the  latter  as.sembly 
while  the  Commons  would  be  attending  to  turnpike- 
road  and  canal  bills.  The  public  was  learning  to  look 
lor  extensive  law  reform,  and  this  was  the  time  chosen 
for  excluding  from  the  House  of  Commons  the  last  great 
functionary  left  to  it  by  the  bungling  legislation  of 
former  parliaments.  The  bill  was  thrown  out  by  224 
against  123. 

On  Thursday,  June  4th,  the  house  went  into  commit- 
tee on  the  Income  Tax  Bill.  On  the  13th  clause, 
making  the  duty  on  rateable  tenements  in  Ireland  pav- 
able  in  the  first  instance  by  the  landlord  or  immediate 
lessor,  Mr.  Isaac  Butt  moved  an  amendment  to  limit 
the  immediate  liability  of  the  landlord  to  cases  where 
the  annual  value  was  under  15/.,  and  beyond  that  value 
the  occupier  be  liable  in  the  first  instance. — The  amend- 
ment was  negatived  on  a  division. — Mr.  Cairns  moved 
to  add  to  the  same  clause  a  proviso  that  any  landlord  or 
immediate  lessor  in  Ireland,  charged  under  schedule  A, 
may  elect  to  be  assessed  upon  his  actual  receipt,  and  the 
duty  shall  be  thereupon  computed  on  a  sum  not  less 
than  the  amount  actually  received  by  him  within  the 
preceding  year,  without  the  deductions  heretofore 
allowed  under  schedule  D,  but  deducting  poor-rate. — 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheuuek.  objected  to  this 
amendment,  that  it  aimed  at  a  system  altogether  excep- 
tional, and  tended  to  bring  back  the  old  abuses  of  self- 
assessment. — L'pon  a  division  this  amendment  was  also 
negatived. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
posed several  new  clauses.  The  effect  of  the  first  was  to 
provide  that  where  a  landlord  or  immediate  possessor  of 
lands  in  Ireland,  assessed  to  the  duty  under  schedule  A, 
had  paid  the  same,  and  it  should  be  proved  to  the  com- 
missioners for  special  purposes  that  the  rent  due  for  the 
period  during  which  he  was  duly  assessed  had  been 
wholly  lost  by  the  bankruptcy,  insolvency,  or  abscond- 
ing of  the  tenant  or  occupier,  or  that  the  "land  had  been 
left  waste  or  unoccupied,  the  landlord  should  be  entitled 
to  claim  a  repayment  of  the  duty.  A  second  entitled  a 
party  appealing,  as  well  as  the  commissioners,  to  require 
a  new  valuation.  A  third  extended  the  relief  granted 
to  tenant-farmers  who  were  occupiers  under  the  act  of 
1851,  in  respect  to  abatement  of  tax,  where  the  profits 
proved  less  than  half  the  rent.  A  fourth  placed  clergy- 
men and  ministers  on  the  same  footing  as  other  pro- 
fessions with  respect  to  charges  incurred  wholly  and 
necessarily  in  the   exercise   or  discharge  of  their  pro- 


fessional duties.  A  fifth  enlarged  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  with  reference  to  bad  debts. —  These 
clauses  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
reported. 

The  house  then  went  again  into  committee  on  the 
Customs'  Acts.  The  deferred  items  underwent  much 
discussion  (many  being  again  postponed)  and  the  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  reported. 

The  Hackney  Carriages  Bill,  having  received  various 
amendments,  passed. 

On  Friday,  June  3rd,  Sir  C.  "VTooD  brought  in  his 
Bill  fur  the  Government  of  India,  in  a  speech  of  five 
hours  in  length.  At  the  outset,  he  disposed  of  the 
appeal  for  delay,  by  representing  that  delay  is  unneces- 
sary as  regards  information,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Dalhousie  and  Lord  Hardinge,  politically  hazardou^in 
India.  He  dwelt  on  the  petition  of  the  Native  Associa- 
tion of  Madras,  to  show  that  its  statements  are 
exaggerated  mi>representations.  He  then  reviewed 
in  succession  the  great  constituent  elements  of  British 
administration  in  India, — internal  government,  judicial 
administration,  public  works,  revenue,  &c. ;  giving  a 
rather  favourable  account  of  our  rule,  and  arriving  at 
the  conclusion  that  we  have  not  "  disgracefully  neglected 
our  possessions  in  India."  Against  the  proposal  of  Mr. 
Bright  and  others  for  the  establishment  of  what  is  called 
the  "  single  government,"  he  cited  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
John  Stuart  Mill,  Mr.  Halliday,  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan, 
Lord  Hardinge,  and  Mr.  Marshman.  Towards  the 
close  of  his  speech  he  described  the  provisions  of  the 
measure  which  ministers  mean  to  propose.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  leave  the  relations  of  the  Board  of  Control  and 
the  Board  of  Directors  as  they  stand  ;  but  to  change  the 
constitution,  and  limit  the  patronage  of  the  Court  of 
Directors.  The  thirty  members  of  the  court  are  to  be 
reduced  to  eighteen — twelve  elected  in  the  usual  way, 
and  six  nominated  by  the  Crown  from  persons  who  have 
been  Indian  servants  for  ten  years.  That  will  obviate 
the  objection  that  the  best  of  the  Indian  servants  do  not 
always  obtain  a  seat  at  the  Court  of  Directors.  One- 
third  of  this  number  will  go  out  every  second  year,  but 
be  again  eligible.  This  change  to  take  place  gradually ; 
in  the  first  instance,  the  thirty  directors  to  elect  fifteen, 
and  the  Crown  nominate  three.  The  directors  to 
receive  salaries  of  500/.  a  year,  and  the  chairman  and 
deputy. chairman  1000/.  a  year.  The  proposed  form  of 
government  to  continue  until  parliament  shall  otherwise 
provide.  With  respect  to  patronage,  now  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  court  of  directors,  it  is  proposed  to  do 
away  with  nomination  by  favour  altogether,  and  to 
make  civil  and  scientific  appointments  depend  on  merit 
alone.  '  On  this  point  Sir  Charles  "Wood  said  emphati- 
cally that  Hailey bury  and  Addiscombe  ' '  shall  be  thrown 
open  to  unlimited  competition.  If  the  aristocracy  arc 
able  to  introduce  themselves  to  Indian  service,  I  shall 
be  exceedingly  glad  ;  if  the  son  of  a  horse-dealer  can  in- 
troduce himself  in  that  way,  I  shall  also  be  exceedingly 
glad.  Merit  and  merit  alone  shall  be  the  test."  But 
what  are  called  direct  appointments  to  the  army  are  not 
fit  subjects  for  competition  ;  the  directors  will  continue 
to  appoint,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Crown. 
No  change  will  be  made  in  the  general  control  which 
the  governor-general  exercises  over  the  Indian  govern- 
ment ;  but  as  he  has  more  duties  than  he  can  fairly 
discharge  as  governor  of  Bengal,  a  lieutenant-governor 
of  Bengal  will  be  appointed.  It  is  proposed  to  continue 
the  lieutenant-governor  of  Agra,  and  to  appoint  a  new 
'  presidency  on  the  Indus.  A  temporary  commission  wUl 
be  appointed  in  England  to  digest  and  put  into  shape 
the  draughts  and  reports  of  the  Indian  Law  Commission 
appointed  in  1833.  As  legislation  on  that  digest  must 
take  place  in  India,  it  is  proposed  to  improve  and  enlarge 
the  Legislative  Council ;  giving  the  governor-general 
power  to  select  two,  the  heads  of  the  Presidencies  one 
each,  and  making  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's 
Court  and  one  other  judge  members,  in  all  twelve:  the 
governor-general  to  have  a  veto  on  their  legislation. 
The  education  at  Haileybury  will  be  improved  both  in 
the  course  and  in  the'  e-taminations ;  great  addition 
I  being  made  to  the  legal  education  ;  and  the  final  exami- 
I  nations  to  be  made  by  independent  examiners.  An  im- 
!  provement  is  to  be'  made  in  the  superior  courts.  At 
i  present  there  is  the  Queen's  Court  for  the  English,  and 


the  "  SuA.ler  Adawlut :  "  it  is  proposed  to  consolidate 
both,  and  make  the  Court  of  Amalgamated  Judges 
supremo  in  matters  of  appeal.  ]Miu<ir  eourts  to  be  in- 
stituted in  each  of  the  towns  of  the  Presiileni'ies  ;  and 
the  judges  of  the  Amalgamated  Court  occasional! j- 
employed  as  a  special  commission  to  try  causes  in  any 
part  of  the  country.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  the  charac- 
ter, acquirements,  and  salary  of  the  native  judges. 
TowaVds  the  close  of  his  speech,  Sir  Ciiarles  Wood 
expressed  a  strong  opinion  in  favour  of  improving  the 
education  of  the  natives,  as  a  moans  of  elevating  their 
condition  and  moral  tone :  he  believed  that  it  would 
not  weaken  but  strengthen  our  hold  upon  the  empire. 
— The  only  speech  which  followed  Sir  Charles  Wood's 
was  from  Mr.  Bright,  in  a  spirit  of  hostile  criticism; 
aifll  the  debate  was  adjourned  till  Monday. 

On  Monday,  June  6th,  Mr.  G.  II.  Moore  adverted  to 
the  recent  Hesiynation  of  Three  Irish  Members  of  the 
Government,  and  the  subsequent  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  which  had  appeared  in  the  newspapers ;  and 
inquired  whether,  in  the  public  version  of  Lord 
Aberdeen's  letter  to  Mr.  Monsell,  the  Times  was  right 
in  printing  that  Lord  John  Russell's  sentiments  were 
not  shared  by  "  any  "  of  his  colleagues,  or  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  in  printing  "many."  And  in  the  event  of 
the  latter  being  correct,  he  demanded  which  of  the 
members  of  government  did  share  those  sentiments  ; 
and  he  also  asked  whether  votes  were  only  to  be  looked 
to  for  the  future,  while  opinions  niisht  be  repudiated. — 
Lord  J.  Russell  replied :  "  With  respect  to  the  first 
question,!  have  to  state  that  I  have  been  informed  by 
Lord  Aberdeen  that  there  is  an  important  misprint  in 
the  letter  which  is  given  in  the  Times ;  that  that 
misprint  consists  in  stating  that  certain  reasons  I  gave 
in  this  house  on  Tuesday  last  are  not  concurred  in  by 
'any'  instead  of  by  'many"  of  my  colleagues;  and 
that  the  report  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  is  the  correct 
report.  As  to  which  members  of  the  cabinet  they  are 
who  share  my  opinions  and  who  do  not  share  those 
opinions,  I  am  totally  unable  to  answer  the  que,stion  of 
the  hon.  gentleman  ;  but  I  can  only  say,  further,  that 
Lord  Melbourne  elsewhere  used  to  say — and  I  tliink  it 
was  a  very  sensible  opinion  of  his — that  it  was  quite 
sufficient  that  members  of  the  government  should  agree 
in  the  course  they  pursue,  and  that  it  was  not  at  all 
necessary  they  should  agree  in  all  the  reasons  which 
induce  them  "to  adopt  that  course."  This  reply  was 
received  with  cheers  and  laughter. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Income 
Tax  Bill,  a  short  discussion  was  followed  by  a  division, 
■when  the  third  reading  was  carried  by  1S9  against  55. 
Sir  F.  Kelly  moved  a  clause  to  reduce  the  tax  upon 
incomes  between  100/.  and  200/.  a-year  to  3|.  in  the 
pound,  and  between  200/.  and  300/.  a-year  to  Ojjd.  in  the 
pound. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  objected 
that  this  was  an  invitation  to  go  back  to  a  system  which 
experience  had  condemned,  and  which  in  i)rinciple  was 
most  dangerous. — This  clause,  after  a  brief  debate,  was 
negatived  upon  a  division. — Sir  F.  Kelly  moved 
another  clause,  to  deduct  5  per  cent,  from  the  amount 
of  the  tax  paid  upon  incomes  under  400/.  a-year  in 
respect  of  each  child  of  the  party  paying  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  which  was  likewise  negatived. — Sir  A. 
Campbell  moved  a  clause  to  allow,  in  respect  of  lands, 
tenements,  and  heritages  in  Scotland,  the  deduction  of 
all  parochial  and  county  rates  and  assessments  which 
are  paid  by  the  owner. — The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said,  a  clause  of  the  same  nature,  but  more 
limited,  had  been  already  rejected  by  the  house,  bec-iuse 
it  would  unsettle  the  general  structure  of  the  tax,  and 
upon  this  ground  he  opposed  the  motion. — The  clause 
was,  after  debate,  negatived  upon  a  division. — Several 
new  cl  tuses,  moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  were  agreed  to  without  discussion,  and 
added  to  the  bill. — Certain  verbal  amendments  were 
made  in  the  bill,  which  then  passed. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  question  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  was  resumed  by  Mr.  J.  Phillimore.  He 
enlarged  upon  the  state  of  ttie  judicial  administration 
in  Inttia,  the  defects  of  tlie  system,  the  inefficiency  of 
the  judges,  which  rendered  the  company's  courts,  he 
said,  a  terror,  instead  of  a  safeguard,  to  the  people. 
There  was  one  remedy  for  this  state  of  things,  and  this 


the  comjiany  had  obstinately  resisted,  namely,  the 
employment  of  nati  es  in  liigher  capacities.  The 
tenures  of  land,  a  n.cst  important  element  in  this 
question,  had  been  passed  over  too  lightly  by  Sir  C. 
Wood.  The  East  India  Comjiany  had  assumed  the 
rights  of  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  but  had  invariably 
neglected  all  his  duties.  Under  the  zemindary  system 
in  Bengal  the  native  landed  proprietary  had  been 
reduced  to  a  dead  level  of  misery,  and  the  ryotwar 
settlement  had  blighted  the  prospects  of  the  Madras 
provinces.  Condemning  in  strong  terras  the  general 
policy  and  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  he 
appealed  to  the  house  whether  so  enormous  a  power 
should  be  left  in  such  hands.. — Sir  J.  IIoc:G  defended 
the  conduct  of  the  company.  So  far  from  the  Court  of 
Directors  being,  as  alleged,  a  mei-e  sham,  under  the 
existing  system,  the  practical  government  of  India  rested 
with  the  court,  under  the  paramount  control  of  her 
Majesty's  ministers;  but  the  great  virtue  of  the  double 
government  consisted  in  its  being  the  only  mode  by 
which  the  admistration  of  India  could  be  purged  of  all 
political  bias.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
directors'  patronage  had  been  properly  distributed ; 
that  the  emoluments  of  the  Indian  civil  service  were 
inferior  to  those  in  corresponding  stations  in  the  general 
public  service  ;  and  that  India,  so  far  from  languishing, 
had  advanced  in  prosperity — this  result  being  indicated 
by  the  large  increase  of  the  gross  revenue,  notwith- 
standing reductions  of  duties  and  taxes,  and  in  spite  of 
fiscal  legislation  in  this  country  calculated  to  retard  the 
commercial  progress  of  India.  Upon  this  head,  he 
referred  to  a  varietj'  of  returns.  The  estimate  for  the 
year  1852  3  showed  a  gross  revenue  of  29,228,252/.,  and 
an  expenditure  of  26,317,526/.,  leaving  an  Indian 
surplus  of  2,910,726/. ;  after  allowing  for  the  tribute  to 
England,  there  was  still  a  surplus  of  nearly  500,000/., 
including  the  estimate  for  the  Burmese  war,  which  was 
ahont  600,000/.  The  Indian  debt  had  nominally 
increased  ;  but  of  this  increase  15,000,000/.  had  been 
incurred  through  the  Atfghan  expedition,  which  was 
not  an  Indian,  but  an  European  war.  With  reference 
to  the  Indian  land  tenures.  Sir  James  observed  he  had 
not  lieard  a  single  argument  or  o'njection  upon  this 
subject  which  he  did  not  find  had  been  better  put 
forward  in  minutes  and  reports  at  the  time  when  the 
diiferent  settlements  were  first  made,  and  he  justified 
the  non-introduction  of  the  village  system,  adopted  in 
the  north-west  provinces,  into  those  of  Madras  and 
Bengal,  it  being  a  rude  system,  suited  only  to  a  pri- 
mitive state  of  society.  The  state  of  the  cotton 
cultivation,  he  argued,  was  not  to  be  attributed  to  the 
government;  the  need  of  foreign  capital  and  Man- 
chester energy,  the  demands  of  the  home  market,  the 
interests  of  the  cultivators,  wiio  found  that  grain  was  a 
more  remunerative  crop,  and  especially  the  want  of 
railroads,  tended  to  check  the  growth  of  good  cotton. 
After  a  passing  allusion  to  the  salt  and  opium  mono- 
polies, Sir  James  adverted  to  the  subject  of  public 
works,  leading  statements  of  the  number  of  those 
works  already  completed,  and  the  sums  expended,  and 
he  then  replied  to  the  allegation  of  Mr.  Phillimore,  that 
natives  of  India  were  not  sufficiently  employed,  showing 
that  they  adjudicated  ninety-si.x  per  cent,  of  the  causes, 
that  they  were  appointed  deputy  collectors  and  deputy 
registrars  at  high  salaries.  After  descriljing  in  glowing 
language  the  social  revolutions  accomplished  in  Mair- 
wara,  Candeish,  and  the  Khond  country,  by  reclaiming 
and  civilising  even  wild  and  ferocious  tribes,  he  con- 
cluded by  describing  the  progress  of  education,  of 
ecclesiastical  establishments,  and  of  moral  and  religious 
facilities  tl'.roughout  British  India. — The  debate  was 
again  adjourned. 

On  Tuesday,  June  7th,  there  was  No  House,  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  members  not  having  assembled. 

On  Wednesday,  June  8th,  Mr.  Cohuen  referred  to 
the  "  No  House  "  of  tVie  previous  evening,  and  con- 
demned the  government  for  allowing  their  officials  to 
keep  members  out  tlie  house. — Lord  D.  Stuart,  as  a 
sufferer,  added  his  complaint,  and  said  that  it  the 
government  persisted  in  such  a- course,  he  should  bring 
forward  his  motion  as  an  amendment  on  sujjply.  After 
some  further  conversation,  the  subject  dropped. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Courts 
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of  Common  Laio  (Ireland)  Bill ;  the  discussion  of  the 

clauses  of  which,  with  some  formal  business,  occupied 
them  (luring  the  remainder  of  the  sitting. 

On  Thursday,  June  9th,  in  reply  to  questions  re- 
specting the  ^tate  oj  the  Coinage,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  said 
that,  the  demand  for  gold  coin  having  abated, 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  a  very  larife  coinage 
of  silver,  and  that  the  report  that  there  was  an 
unusual  quantity  of  light  gold  coin  in  circulation  was 
unfounded. 

On  Friday,  June  10th,  the  adjourned  debate  on  the 
Government  of  India  was  again  resumed.  Mr. 
Blackett  said  that  his  main  objection  to  the  bill  was 
that  it  retained  the  East  India  Compmy  as  an  organ 
for  administering  the  government  of  India.  He  urged 
the  great  tranquillity  now  enjoyed  by  India  as  imposing 
the  greater  obliijation  upon  parliament  to  approach  the 
settlement  of  this  question  with  deliberation.  He  con- 
tended that  the  question  was  not  that  of  the  double 
government,  but  of  tlie  existence  of  the  East  India 
Company,  distinguished  from  the  East  Indian  Govern- 
ment, and  he  proposed  to  confine  his  observations,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Indian 
revenue,  to  the  subject  of  patronage.  After  showing 
how,  in  the  matter  of  the  abolition  of  the  transit  duties, 
for  which  the  Court  of  Directors  claimed  credit,  that 
body  had  in  reality  paralysed  the  efforts  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  he  insisted  upon  the  strange  anomaly  of  vesting 
the  patronage  of  India  in  the  hands  of  a  private 
corporation,  governing  1-50,000,000  Asiatics  by  the 
machinery  of  a  joint-stock  company,  some  of  the  most 
experienced  Indian  statesmen  being  practically  excluded 
from  its  direction  by  the  intolerable  humiliation  attend- 
ing a  canvass  of  the  constituency.  He  urged  various 
objections  against  the  manner  in  which  the  patronage 
had  been  dispensed  since  the  act  of  1833,  the  exclusion 
of  natives  of  India  from  covenanted  offices  being  con- 
trary, he  argued,  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  that  act, 
and  he  adduced  the  instance  of  Dr.  Chutterbutty,  a 
native  educated  in  England,  as  exemplifying  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Court  of  Directors  to  resist  to  the 
utmost  the  fulfilment  of  a  solemn  trust.  He  dwelt 
upon  the  matter  of  patronage,  because  it  was  the  only 
point  in  which  the  court  had  exercised  an  absolute  and 
1  unlimited  control,  and  which  they  had  distributed,  he 
\  said,  in  a  manner  most  calculated  to  benefit  their  own 
family  connexions,  and  least  calculated  to  economise  the 
resources  of  this  country  and  to  strengthen  the  social 
institutions  of  India. — Mr.  T.  BARlxGwisiied  the  bill 
to  be  introduced,  since  the  doubts  which  might  be  felt 
upon  the  subject  could  be  better  discussed  at  a  later 
stage  of  the  measure,  and  because  he  thought  there 
were  evils  in  delaying  legislation.  He  indicated  some 
of  these  evils,  which  made,  in  his  opinion,  immediate 
legislation  the  duty  of  parliament.  He  admitted  that 
the  present  system  of  Indian  government  was  an 
anomaly,  but  it  had  the  advantages  of  having  preserved 
the  connection  between  India  and  England,  and  of 
having  saved  the  former  from  internal  discord  and 
foreign  invasion.  He  desired  to  see  the  government  of 
India  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  not  as  our  colonies, 
the  control  of  which  was  bandied  from  one  side  of  the 
house  to  the  other,  but  in  conjunstion  with  a  body  so 
constituted  as  to  be  independent  of  political  influence, 
and  not  consisting  wholly  of  persons  educated  in  the 
Indian  services.  Whatever  might  be  tlie  defects  of  the 
present  system,  it  could  not  be  denied  that  the  result 
had  been  to  produce  men  of  whom  any  country  must  be 
prou<i,  and  his  strong  feeling  was  in  favour  of  the 
existing  machinery,  which  would  continue  to  exempt 
this  great  question  from  the  blasting  influence  of  party 
strife. — Sir  H.  Maddocic,  on  the  contrary,  considered 
that  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  delaying  legislation, 
at  least  until  ne.vt  year ;  was  convinced  that  no  dis- 
order would  arise  from  delay,  and  that  the  intelligent 
part  of  the  native  community  in  India  would  regard  it 
as  a  proof  that  parliament  felt  that  the  subject  deserved 
more  deliberation.  He  did  not,  however,  oppose  the 
introduction  of  the  bill. — -Mr.  Danby  Seymour  said, 
he  had  never  heard  such  a  combination  of  misrepre- 
sentations as  were  put  forward  in  the  speeches  of  Sir  C. 
Wood  and  Sir  J.  Hogg,  and  he  read  documents  in 
refutation  of  statements  made  by  them  on  tlie  subjects 


of  the  Indian  police  and  the  administration  of  criminal 
justice  in  Bengal  and  the  general  character  of  the 
European  judges  and  magistrates.  He  accused  the 
present  government  of  dealing  partially  with  this  great 
question,  and  the  committee  of  repelling  witnesses  not 
favourable  to  the  East  India  Company  ;  from  a  great 
variety  of  authorities  he  elaborated  every  dark  picture 
of  the  company's  rule,  reproached  Sir  C.  Wood  with 
softening  its  shadows  and  with  omitting  all  ret'ereijce  to 
the  condition  of  the  natives  of  India,  which  had  been 
described  as  "universal  pauperism"   and  "  the  lowest 


state    of    degradation ; 


and    he    deduced    from    the 


Cawnpore  Statistics  the  fact  that,  in  the  most  favoured 
districts,  described  as  the  paradise  of  India,  the 
allowance  to  the  cultivators  was  but  2s.  \hd  niondhly 
per  head.  After  touching  upon  the  subject  of  irrigation, 
Mr.  Seymour  read  many  testimonies  as  to  the  imperfect 
qualification  and  the  excessive  emoluments  of  the 
covenanted  civil  servants,  and  concluded  by  recapitu- 
lating his  charges  against  the  company  as  affording  him 
ground  for  asserting  that  their  government  had  not 
been  a  good  one. — Mr  Archibald  Hastie  observed 
that,  before  the  existing  system  of  government  of  India 
was  pulled  down — a  system  which  had  benefitted  the 
people  of  that  country  and  the  manufacturers  of  this — 
some  system  should  be  ready  to  be  put  in  its  place  ;  butno 
one  who  had  expatiated  upon  the  evils  of  the  company's 
government  had  suggested  a  remedy. — Mr.  Hume  was 
of  opinion  that  an  attempt  to  legislate  upon  this  subject 
without  the  fullest  inquiry  was  unsafe.  Time  ought  to 
to  be  given  to  ascertain  where  lay  the  fault  of  the  mis- 
government  of  India,  if  it  really  existed.  No  evil 
could  arise  from  postponing  legislation,  and  he  deeply 
regretted  the  course  taken  by  the  government  in  a 
matter  in  which,  if  we  took  a  wrong  step,  it  could  not 
be  recalled.  He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  financial 
difficulties  of  India  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  Court 
of  Directors  or  to  the  Board  of  Control,  which  now 
sought  to  get  rid  of  the  check  imposed  by  the  court. 
He  believed  that  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  court 
was  to  govern  India  honestly,  wisely,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  ;  yet  this  body,  which  he  would 
strengthen  instead  of  weaken,  was  now  virtually  to  be 
put  an  end  to,  while  the  Board  of  Control,  being  com- 
posed of  persons  unacquainted  with  India,  and  its 
constitution  fluctuating  witn  the  vicissitudes  of  parties, 
India  would  be  made  a  political  football.  He  wanted  a 
responsible  minister  for  India,  with  the  Court  of 
Directors  as  a  real  check,  and  publicity,  and  he  pro- 
tested against  this  hasty  measure  as  an  injustice  not 
only  to  the  Court  of  Directors  but  to  the  people  of 
India.  He  thought  it  ought  to  be  opposed  at  every 
stage,  as  not  only  unstatesmanlike  and  uncalled  for,  but 
a  mad  scheme. — Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in 
the  bill. 

On  Friday,  June  10,  the  second  reading  of  the  Suc- 
cession Duly  BtY^  having  been  moved,  Sir  J.  Pakingtox 
said,  that  he  had  intended  to  meet  the  motion  with  an 
amendment  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months,  but  having  consulted  his  friends,  and  finding 
that  they  were  not  then  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  dis- 
cussion, he  should  not  oppose  the  second  reading, 
reserving  opposition  until  the  next  stage. — The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  ExcitEQUEii,  after  assenting  to  this 
course,  explained  the  intentions  of  the  government  on 
the  subject  of  the  succession  tax  in  the  case  of  corporate 
bodies.  It  had  not,  he  said,  been  thought  right  that  cor- 
poration property  should  escape  taxation,  while  private 
property  was  taxed  ;  but  a  ditficulty  arose,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  corporations  never  die,  and  therefore 
that  there  was  no  succession  in  the  case.  On  considera- 
tion, it  was  thought  best  that  a  commutation  should  be 
made  by  corporations  in  the  shape  of  an  annual  tax, 
which,  generally  speaking,  would  be  sixpence  in  the 
pound  on  their  net  revenue.  This  would  not  commence 
immediately,  but  for  seven  years,  namely,  until  the  5th 
April,  1860,  would  be  threepence  in  the  pound.  As 
regarded  the  different  kinds  of  corporations,  he  explained 
that  the  municipal  bodies  would  be  subjected  to  a  similar 
rule  as  that  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  income-tax,  and 
that  while  the  act  would  touch  their  realised  property, 
that  arising  from  rates  and  taxes  would  be  exempted. 
Trading  corporations  would  not  come  within  the  purview 
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of  this  scheme  at  all.  Religious  corporations,  including 
religious  ami  benevolent  socitties,  would  be  taxed  only 
on  bequests,  and  on  property  enjoyed  anterior  to  the 
present  century.  As  regarded  corporations  sole,  of  a 
clerical  nature,  succession  to  offices  ought  not,  he  thought, 
to  be  taxed  as  ordinary  successions,  but  that  the  projjerty 
should  be  considered  as  a  provision  for  the  discharge  of 
certain  duties ;  and  for  this  reason,  and  also  because  the 
present  law  laid  a  heavy  imposition  on  the  accession  to 
ecclesiastical  property,  these  corporations  sole  would  lie 
exempt.  Combinations  of  trustees  holding  property  con- 
tinuously transmitted  would  be  considered  as  virtually 
corporations,  and  be  so  treated.  In  answer  to  questions, 
he  added  that  all  ecclesiastical  corporations  aggregate 
would  be  liable,  but  any  portion  of  income  paid  to  the 
ecclesiastical  commissioners,  and  distributed  in  aid  of 
spiritual  wants,  or  to  eke  out  small  benefices,  would  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  provision  for  the  discharge  of 
duties.  Any  endowment  which  could  be  assimilated  to 
the  case  of  corporations  sole  would  be  exempt.  It  was 
impossible  to  make  a  specific  enactment  in  regard  to 
educational  funds.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed. 

On  Monday,  June  13,  on  the  order  forgoing  into  com- 
mittee on  the  Succession  Duty  Bill,  Sir  J.  Pakington 
moved  to  defer  its  committal  for  six  months.  Disclaiming 
all  party  feelings,  he  asked  the  authors  of  the  bill  to  join 
issue  with  him  as  regarded  the  arguments  already  urged 
against  the  bill,  and  which,  he  contended,  were  unim- 
pugnable.  Keviewing  the  policy  upon  which  the  mea- 
sure was  founded,  he  argued  that  tlie  tax,  which  it  was 
attempted  to  justify  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  in 
order  to  remove  an  anomaly,  was  vicious  and  unsound  in 
principle ;  that  this  was  a  question  .ili'ecting,  not  the 
interests  of  land  alone,  but  other  interests  more  nearly  ; 
that  the  measure  aimed  a  blow  at  the  aristocratic  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  and  at  the  property  which  supported 
them  J  that  it  interfered  with  all  settlements,  touching 
the  humblest  child  of  the  gentry,  and,  while  ostensibly 
directed  against  one  anomaly,  it  left  other  anomalies, 
bearing  against  the  land,  unremoved.  The  income  of 
rateable  property  was  80,000,000/.,  and,  according  to 
Mr.  Gladstone's  admission,  the  direct  burdens  thereupon 
amounted  to  between  U,000,000;.  and  15,000,000/.,  but 
which  miglit  be  more  correctly  taken  .at  17,500,000/. 
a-year ;  while  the  burdens  upon  personal  property  were 
under  4,000,OCO/.  He  specified  various  instances  in  which 
real  property  was  unequally  burdened,  and,  referring  to 
that  portion  of  the  ministerial  plan  which  imposed  an 
annual  tax  of  6(/.  in  the  pound  upon  corporation  property, 
he  denounced  this  as  a  property  tax  in  a  most  objection- 
able form,  and  could  see,  he  said,  no  sufticient  reason  why 
corporations  sole  should  be  exempt  from  the  tax.  In 
considering  the  machinery  devised  for  collecting  tlie 
duly,  he  insisted  upon  its  inquisitorial  character,  and 
upon  the  tyrannical  penal  clauses  of  the  bill,  hoping  and 
believing,  he  said,  that,  if  Parliament  sliould  be  so  sub- 
servient as  to  pass  the  bill,  the  country  would,  by  every 
lawful  and  legitimate  means,  resist  it.  He  pointed  out 
the  enormous  arbitrary  power  which  those  clauses  gave 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Kevenue  over  trustees, 
guardians,  and  other  acco\intable  parties,  and  also  the 
accumulated  tax  which  would  accrue  under  the  clause 
treating  the  interest  of  a  successor  in  real  property  as  an 
annuity.  In  conclusion,  he  contended  that  there  was  no 
emergency  to  justify  the  tax,  which  was  imposed,  either 
to  supply  a  deficiency  which  the  ministers  had  themselves 
created,  or  from  a  motive  less  creditable  to  them,  result- 
ing from  the  mode  in  which  the  present  administration 
was  constituted. — The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  P'resh- 
field,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Headlam  and  Mr.  R. 
Phillimorc,  who  characterised  Sir  John  Pakington's 
speech  as  radical  and  revolutionary. — .Mr.  Mullinos 
distributed  his  arguments  against  the  bill  under  three 
heads:  first,  the  nature,  operation,  and  consequences  of 
the  tax ;  secondly,  its  amount  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  ma- 
chinery by  which  the  measure  must  be  carried  into 
efiect.  Tlie  produce  of  the  tax,  he  observed,  had  been 
assumed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  at  2,000,000/.  ;  but  Mr. 
Mullings  inferred,  from  his  own  calculation,  that  the 
amount  would  be  at  least  3,175,000/.  Under  the  last  head 
he  insisted  upon  the  severity  of  the  penal  clauses,  which 
would,  he  said,  terrify  persons  from  becoming  trustees  or 


executors ;  and  he  expressed  a  hope  that  the  house 
would  not  pass  the  bill,  which  he  considered  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  and  mischievous  measures  ever  intro- 
duced.— Mr.  W.  W1LLIAM.S  supported  the  bill,  which 
repaired  a  gross  injustice.  He  reproached  Sir  J. 
Pakington  with  having  sustained  this  tax  while  confined 
to  personal  property,  yet,  when  applied  to  real  property, 
talking  of  rebelling  against  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
— Sir  J.  Tkoi.lope  disputed  the  accuracy  of  some  of 
Mr.  Williams'  calculations,  and  showed  how  severely 
the  succession  duty  would  act  upon  small  freeholders  and 
copyholders.  He  objected  to  the  tax,  moreover,  because 
of  the  inequality  of  its  incidence,  depeniling  upon  the 
duration  of  human  life.  In  one  estate,  in  66  years,  there 
had  been  seven  successions,  and  in  several  the  successors 
were  not  lineal.  He,  as  well  as  Sir  J.  Pakington,  pro- 
tested against  the  exemption  of  corporations  sole. — 
Mr.  Pell.-ltt  defended  the  bill  as  the  key-stone  of  the 
budget,  of  which  his  constituents  approved,  though  he 
did  not  think  corporations  sole  should  be  altogether 
exempted  from  the  succession  duty. — Sir  J.  W.\lsh 
concurred  with  Sir  J.  Pakington  in  believing  that  the 
existence  of  the  ministry  depended  upon  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  measure,  which  was  intended  as  a  boon  to 
conciliate  the  extreme  democratical  party  in  that  house. 
He  objected  to  the  tax  that,  assuming  a  grievance  to 
exist,  it  would  aff'ord  no  remedy  to  the  party  aggrieved, 
while  it  cast  an  additional  burden  upon  a  class  over- 
burdened alread}'.  It  was  unnecessary,  he  maintained, 
in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  to  extend 
direct  taxation  by  saddling  this  class  with  an  impost  as  ty- 
rannical in  form  as  onerous  in  amount.  In  the  last  thirty 
years,  a  balance  of  nearly  30,000,000/.  of  taxes,  which 
pressed  almost  entirely  upon  trade,  commerce,  and  manu- 
factures, had  been  remitted,  relieving  the  inferior 
classes,  while  10,000,000/.  of  taxes  had  been  placed  upon 
property  classes;  it  was  time,  therefore,  he  thought,  to 
consider  whether  the  principle  of  repealing  indirect  tax- 
ation should  be  carried  further. — Lord  J.  Rt;ssELL 
thought  that  the  question  wliether  the  house  should  go 
into  committee  upon  this  bill  was  not  a  difficult  one.  A 
revision  of  our  taxation  had  been  long  c.tUed  for  ;  and  in 
entering  upon  this  operation,  which  could  not  be  accom- 
plished suddenly,  it  was  natural  to  endeavour  to  correct 
an  anomaly  in  respect  to  tlie  legacy  duty,  acknowledged, 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  indirectly  admitted  by  Mr.  Disraeli  in 
his  financial  statement,  who  avowed  that  a  duty  upon 
successions  was  under  his  consideration.  Sir  J.  Pakington 
had  inveighed  against  the  principle  and  the  injustice  of 
this  tax  ;  hut  he  had  not  been  struck  with  this  objection 
when  the  tax  applied  only  to  personal  property  ;  and 
even  now,  although  he  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  bill,  he 
did  not  propose  to  repeal  the  legacy  duty.  He  (Lord 
John)  thought  the  house  and  the  country  would  gene- 
rally agree  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  legacy  and  suc- 
cession duty,  it  should  apply  to  all  kinds  of  property. — 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  W.  Duncombe  and  Sir 
E.  Derinc,  both  of  whom  opposed  the  bill,  the  house 
divided,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived  by  268 
against  1S5 ;  and  the  house  went  into  committee  pro 
forma,  to  sit  again  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  FiTZOEitALD  moved  the  issue  of  a  New  Writ  for 
Slif/o. — Mr.  Butt  moved,  as  an  amendment,  to  suspend 
the  writ  for  a  Ibrtnight,  until  the  evidence  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  memliers. — Lord  Palmekston  thought  the 
amendment  more  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
house.  After  a  brisk  discussion,  and  a  division,  the 
debate  was  adjourned  until  that  day  week. 

Mr.  French,  in  moving  for  certain  papers,  called  at- 
tention to  the  Habitual  Imprisonment  of  Sliipwrecked 
Sailors,  and  other  Jiritish  Subjects,  being  Persons  of 
Colimr,  by  the  Authorities  of  South  Carolina. 

On  Tuesday,  June  14,  Sir  J.  Tyrkll  moved  for  a 
New  Writ  for  the  Borow/h  of  Harwich,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Peacocke,  whose  election  had  been  voided. — Sir  J. 
Shei.i.ey,  l)y  way  of  amendment,  moved  that  a  select 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  ot  the 
representation  of  that  borough,  which  he  described  as 
one  of  the  most  corrupt  places  in  England.- — Mr.  Heau- 
l-AM,  chairman  of  the  election  committee,  state(l  that 
there  was  no  evidence  of  general  bribery  or  treating  at 
the  last  election,  and  no  foundation  for  issuing  a  com- 
mission under  the  act ;  he  should  not,  therefor'',  oppo''^ 
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the  motion  for  a  new  writ. — Sir  F.  TllESlGEll  and 
Mr.  AoLiONBY  were  also  in  favour  of  issuinfj  the  writ. 
— Mr.  T.  Buncombe  considered  that,  recollecting  the 
delinquencies  of  the  l>orough  upon  former  occasion.*,  the 
house  would  stultify  itself  by  issuing  the  writ,  and  that 
Harwich  was  ripe  for  disfranchisement. — Mr.  Massey 
supported  the  amendment,  and  Sir  R.  Inglis  the 
original  motion. — Lord  J.  Russell  observed  that,  as 
the  chairman  of  the  Harwich  election  committee,  who 
was  well  aware  of  the  circumstances,  had  stated  his 
opinion  that  the  writ  should  issue,  he  was  disposed  to 
adopt  that  opinion,  though  he  very  much  agreed  with 
Mr.  Buncombe,  that  Parliament  could  not  overlook  the 
antecedents  of  this  borough.  There  ought  to  be  further 
inquiry  by  a  select  committee,  or  a  bill  should  he  intro- 
duced to  disfranchise  the  borough,  and  he  was  ready  to 
vote  for  either. — Alter  some  further  discussion.  Sir  J. 
Shelley  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  original 
motion  was  carried,  upon  a  division,  by  247  against  102. 
The  question  of  the  Ballot  was  once  more  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  H.  Berkeley,  who  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  introduce  that  mode  of  voting  in  par- 
liamentary elections.  He  adverted  to  the  intimidation 
and  bribery,  the  radical  evils  of  our  electoral  system — a 
system  of  which  we  affected  to  be  proud,  as  so  manly 
and  so  English — which  had  been  proved  to  have  pre- 
vailed upon  a  scale  unusually  extensive  at  the  last 
general  election.  Of  these  two  evils,  bribery,  though 
indefensible,  had  some  redeeming  features ;  but  what 
redeeming  feature  was  to  be  found  in  intimidation  ? 
The  "  screw"  operated  in  an  infinite  variety  of  ways, 
and  where  there  was  one  case  of  bribery,  there  were 
5000  of  intimidation.  Against  this  species  of  influence 
there  was  no  remedy  whatever  but  the  ballot ;  no  law 
could  protect  the  tenant  at  will,  the  tradesman,  or  the 
debtor ;  a  practice  so  universal,  a  habit  so  inveterate, 
could  be  extinguished  by  secret  voting  alone.  He  cited, 
with  playful  criticisms,  the  denunciations  uttered  by 
members  of  the  present  government  against  corruption 
and  intimidation,  and  the  declaration  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  in  favour  of  the  ballot,  though  he  suspected,  he 
said,  that  the  ministers  would  creep  under  the  gabardine 
of  the  Times,  which  had  represented  this  question  as 
one,  not  of  philosophy,  but  of  fact.  Mr.  Berkeley 
accepted  this  definition,  and  proceeded  to  grapple  with 
the  arguments  against  the  ballot  which  have  been 
offered  in  this  journal.  One  of  the  complaints  against 
this  change,  he  observed,  was  that  the  ballot  had  a 
democratical  tendency ;  but  he  challenged  any  one  to 
show  what  democratic  quality  i-esided  in  a  measure 
which  was  only  the  restoration  of  an  usurped  right. 
Secrecy  of  voting  secured  the  exercise  of  a  constitutional 
privilege.  He  invited  any  one  to  show,  in  any  foreign 
country  where  the  ballot  existed,  such  scenes  as  were 
exhibited  at  Sixmile-bridge  or  Clithero.  In  conclusion, 
he  called  upon  the  house  to  restore  to  the  'people  a  char- 
tered right,  to  which  they  were  as  much  entitled  as  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  sun's  rays. — Sir  J.  Shelley-  seconded 
the  motion,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  E.  Ball,  and 
supported  by  Mr.  J.  Phillimoue  and  Mr.  Brady. — 
Mr.  S.  Herisert  thought  that  in  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Berkeley  might  be  discerned  a  confession  that,  although 
the  ballot  was  a  remedy  against  intimidation,  it  was  no 
specific  for  the  cure  of  bribery,  which  was  an  awkward 
subject  to  deal  with.  Since  the  Reform  Bill  it  was 
notorious  that  intimidation  had  been  diminishing,  while 
bribery  was  increasing.  He  denied  that  the  ballot 
would  prevent  intimidation  either  in  England  or  in 
Ireland  ;  and  as  to  bribery,  if  it  were  desired  to  aggravate 
bribery,  he  should  say,  resort  to  the  ballot,  which  would 
hold  out  an  inducement  to  the  candidate  to  bribe  and 
cast  a  convenient  mantle  over  the  dishonest  voter,  whom 
it  would  effectually  screen  from  detection.  The  elective 
franchise  was  a  trust,  and,  like  all  public  functions, 
ought  to  be  exercised  under  responsibility  to  public 
opinion.  The  ballot  in  America,  which  was  only  a  par- 
ticular mode  of  taking  votes  openly  and  ostentatiously 
given,  had  not  prevented,  but  only  changed,  the  course 
of  corruption,  of  which  deep  complaints  were  made. 
To  render  secret  voting  effectual,  it  must  be  compulsory  ; 
but  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  the  English  character  to 
practise  this  concealment.  The  system  of  secret  voting 
was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions :  it 


would  demoralise  the  national  character,  and  tend  to 
sap  the  foundations  of  English  liberty.  For  these 
reasons  he  should  vote  against  the  motion. — Lord  A. 
Lexnox  likewise  opposed  the  motion.— Mr.  Cobden 
maintained  that  the  question  had  been  settled  by  reason 
and  argument  in  favour  of  the  ballot,  which,  while  it 
was  a  perfect  shield  against  intimidation,  was  a  potent 
obstacle  to  bribery.  He  denied  that  intimidation  had 
diminished  since  the  Reform  Act.  County  contests 
were  becoming  rare ;  the  tenantry  had  succumbed  to 
the  influence  of  their  landlords,  who  resented  the  canvass 
of  their  tenants  without  their  permission  as  an  insult. 
He  disputed  the  grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Herbert  had 
argued  that  the  ballot  would  not  prevent  bribery,  and 
replied  to  his  remarks  upon  the  American  ballot-system, 
to  which  all  the  States  but  one  or  two  slave  States  were 
sti'ongly  attached.  His  hope  was  that  the  ballot  would 
change  the  character  of  our  elections,  so  that  voters 
might  go  to  the  poll  as  quietly  as  to  church.  This  was 
a  question  in  which  the  electoral  body  took  a  deep 
interest;  the  large  constituencies  were  pressing  for  the 
ballot,  and  if  the  government  were  determined  to  resist 
it,  what  other  remedy  for  an  acknowledged  evil  did  they 
propose  ?  Why  not  pass  an  act  making  the  ballot 
permissive  ?  Without  that  protection  he  would  rather 
not  have  au  extension  of  the  franchise  among  another 
stratum  of  society. — Sir  R.  Peel  supported  the  motion, 
not  because  he  desired  to  unsettle  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  but  from  the  conviction  that  it  was  calculated 
to  promote  the  independence  of  the  people,  and  to 
insure  the  freedom  and  purity  of  elections.  The  ballot 
would  strike  at  the  root  of  those  evils  which  had  been 
revealed  before  the  election  committees,  without  affect- 
ing the  legitimate  influence  of  property.  Secrecy  of 
voting  was  freedom  of  voting ;  this  was  exemplified  in 
despotic  countries,  and  recently  in  Spain  and  Tuscany. 
Sir  Robert,  after  amusing  the  house  for  some  time  with 
lively  strictures  upon  membei-s  of  the  administration, 
urged  the  demoralising  effects  of  intimidation,  bribery, 
and  corruption,  the  inefficient  system  of  election  com- 
mittees, and  that  the  question  of  the  concession  of  the 
ballot  was  merely  one  of  time. — The  Lord  Advocate 
said,  the  ground  upon  which  he  opposed  the  motion  was, 
that  the  ballot  was  not  only  not  consonant,  but  antago- 
nistic and  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  free  government, 
which  recognised  public  and  popular  opinion  as  the  only 
security  for  the  honest  exercise  of  political  trusts. — 
Mr.  Bright  said,  the  first  question  was,  whether  there 
was  a  case ;  the  next,  whether  the  remedy  proposed  was 
applicable  to  the  case.  The  objections  to  the  motion 
were  three — either  the  evil  was  not  so  great  as  had 
been  alleged ;  or  the  ballot  would  not  cure  it ;  or,  if 
otherwise,  the  remedy  would  be  as  bad  as  the  disease. 
He  enumerated  the  members  who  been  unseated  during 
this  session  for  bribery  and  treating,  and  dwelt  with 
particularity  upon  certain  specific  instances  of  infiuence 
and  coercion  exercised  upon  electors  in  Ireland,  con- 
tending that  in  these  cases  of  intimidation,  as  well  as  in 
the  cases  of  bribery  in  England,  the  ballot  would  have 
provided  au  effectual  remedy.  He  then  gave  very  full 
details  respecting  the  ballot  system  of  the  United  States, 
which  in  Massachussetts  was  highly  prized  as  the  palla- 
dium of  liberty.  It  was  worth  while,  he  thought,  to 
endeavour  to  amend  our  system  by  trying  this  plan, 
and,  unless  they  were  hypocrites,  the  house  was  bound, 
he  said,  either  to  point  out  a  remedy  as  good  as 
Mr.  Berkeley's,  or  to  consent  to  the  introduction  of  his 
bill. — After  some  remarks  by  Captain  Knox  and  Lord 
Hill,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bright,  Lord  John  Russell, 
having  defended  himself  against  certain  criticisms  of 
Mr.  Berkeley,  observed  that  the  question  appeared  to 
him  to  rest  upon  a  different  foundation  from  that  on 
which  it  had  been  placed  by  Mr.  Cobden,  who  argued 
that  no  one  had  a  right  to  know  how  another  voted, 
whereas  he  (Lord  John)  was  of  opinion  that  an  elector 
exercised  a  public  trust,  for  which  he  was  responsible 
to  public  opinion.  He  held,  moreover,  with  the  Lord 
Advocate,  that  secret  voting  was  hostile  to  the  spirit  of 
liberty  in  this  country  ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  example 
of  tlie  United  States,  the  policy  of  secret  voting  was 
matter  of  dispute,  the  Governor  of  New  York  having 
declared  that  bribery  and  corruption  were  making  great 
advances  in  that   State.      If,  therefore,   they   had  no 
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example  either  in  ancient  or  modern  times  of  the  effect 
ol'  secret  Totiug,  except  that  of  Venice,  where  it  had 
estal))ished  despotism,  the  house  should  at  least  pause, 
and  rat'ner  adhere  to  a  mode  of  voting  which  was  com- 
patible with  all  that  was  manly  and  free  in  our 
institutions. — Thchousc  divided — first,  upon  the  question 
of  adjourning  the  debate,  which  was  negatived  bj- 329  to 
65;  and  then  upon  tlic  main  question,  which  was  also 
negativi  d  by  232  to  172  ;  so  that  the  motion  is  lost. 

On  Thursday,  June  16th,  Mr.  Keogh  made  a  state- 
:uent  respecting  Charges  against  liim  with  Reference  to 
the  Formation  of  the  Late  and  Present  Governments, 
and  which,  he  said,  impeached  his  veracity,  and  were 
derogatory  to  his  personal  honour.  He  referred  to  a 
recent  discussion  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  which  liOrd 
Eglinion  had  stated  that  his  appointment  was  the  least 
reputable  of  those  made  bj'  the  present  government, 
and  he  undertook  to  prove  that  Lord  Naas,  the  late 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  had  sought  him  with  eager- 
ness immediately  on  the  forni."ition  of  the  late  govern- 
ment, and  in  an  interview  with  him  had  distinctly  asked 
him  whe'.her  he  would  accept  office  under  Lord  Derby. 
He  went  into  a  detail  as  to  what  had  occurred,  read  a 
letter  of  Mr.  Bernal  Osborne's  in  proof  of  Lord  Naas' 
visits  to  the  Reform  Club,  and  alluded  to  Mr.  Isaac 
Butt  as  evidence  of  his  interview  with  his  lordship.  He 
also  read  correspondence  between  himself  and  Lord 
Naas,  in  which  the  latter  gave  a  direct  negative  to  Mr. 
Keogh's  statement  as  to  their  conversation.  He  ad- 
mitted that  nothing  could  be  more  positive  and  precise 
than  this  denial,  upon  which  he  most  confidently  rested 
his  case.  He  mentioned  a  dialogue  which  he  had  had 
with  Major  Beresford,  who  took  him  aside  and  whiningly 
complained  of  his  attacks  on  the  late  government,  say- 
ing better  things  were  expected  of  him,  since  Lord  Naas 
had  offered  him  office,  and  this  Mr.  Keogh  confirmed 
by  a  reference  to  Mr.  Serjeant  Murphy.  He  also  cited 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Edmund  O'Flahertj-,  who  stated  that, 
on  a  journcj-,  Lord  Naas  had  informed  him  that  he  had 
proposed  place  to  Mr.  Keogh.  He  said  tliat  in  the 
interview  with  Lord  Naas,  the  latter  consulted  him  on 
his  lordship's  election  prospects  for  Kildare ;  and  Mr. 
Keogh  went  on  to  say  that,  in  consequence  of  the  course 
he  had  taken  on  that  subject,  he  had  been  subjected  to 
calumny  and  slander,  "as  only  such  things  can  be 
done  in  the  Irish  press."  After  commenting  upon  the 
documents,  which,  he  contended,  fully  vindicated  his 
honour,  he  reproached  Lord  Naas  with  allowing  him  to 
labour  under  a  weight  of  obloquy,  slander,  and  calumny, 
from  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  relieve  him  by  at  least 
admitting  that  he  had  nsed  a  phrase  which,  under  the 
circumstances,  might  have  induced  a  supposition  that 
he  was  authorised  to  make  a  tender  of  office. — Lord 
Naas,  in  reply,  complained  of  a  betrayal  of  private  con- 
fidence, and  of  a  distortion  of  worcls  nsed  in  private 
conversation.  He  stated  that  before  the  formation  of 
Lord  Derby's  ministry,  he  had  been  in  frequent  com- 
municatiim  with  Mr.  Keogh  on  the  subject  of  the 
motion  affecting  Lord  Clarendon.  He  admitted  conver- 
sations with  Mr.  Keogh  on  the  Kildare  election,  and 
that  the  latter,  in  a  friendly  way,  and  without  conipro- 
mi-sing  his  political  principles,  had  exerted  himself  to 
prevent  a  contest.  He  allowed  that  he  had  made  efibrts 
to  see  Mr.  Keogh ;  and  liere,  in  answer  to  some  ironical 
cheering,  the  noble  lord  indignantly  defied  any  member 
who  doubted  his  word  to  "  stand  up  his  place"  and  he 
would  "  meet  him."  He  then  said  that  his  question  to 
Mr.  Keogh  was,  "If  office  had  been  offered  you  nnder 
the  new  government,  would  you  or  your  friends  have 
accepted  it  ?  "  His  question  might  have  been  imprudent 
and  improper,  but  it  had  not  been  made  with  the  im- 
puted olyect.  Jlr.  Keogh's  answer  liad  been,  "  I  think, 
after  all  that  has  occurred,  and  the  part  I  and  my  friends 
have  taken  in  overthrowing  the  late  government,  some 
such  offer  might  have  been  made. "  They  then  went  to 
other  party  topics,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Keogh  asked 
him  whether  any  person  in  authority  knew  of  or 
authorised  him  to  ask  the  question  he  had  put.  He 
replied  that  Major  Bercsfurd  knew  of  it.  But  ho  ex- 
plained that  a  few  hours  before  that  interview  he  had 
met  Major  Beresford  in  St.  Janies's-square,  who  asked 
him  wliat  position  the  Irish  party  would  take  up,  and 
npon  Lord  Naas  saying  that  he  would  ask  Mr.  Keogh, 


the  major  desired  him  to  add,  from  himself,  that  the 
government  of  Lord  Derby  had  no  unfriendly  feeling 
towards  them.  He  had  never  mentioned  the  result  of 
the  interview  with  Mr.  Keogh  until  last  Tuesday.  The 
interview  with  Mr.  Keogh  had  taken  place  when  every 
office  was  filled  up.  He  admitted  the  plausibility  of  the 
inference  drawn  by  Mr.  Keogh.  But  he  said  it  was 
impossible  he  could  have  made  the  statement  alleged  by 
Mr.  O'Flaliertj',  and  after  a  sarcasm  at  the  way  Mr. 
Keogh  had  got  up  his  case  as  against  a  prisoner,  ex- 
presseel  liis  belief  that  the  public  and  the  country  would 
believe  that  he  had  spoken  the  exact  fact. — Major 
Beresford  declared  tliat  no  man  hael  authorised  him 
to  offer,  or  to  hint  at  the  offer,  of  office  to  Mr.  Keogh, 
and  that  not  being  so  authorised,  he  did  not  authorise 
Lorel  Naas  to  do  so.  He  confirmed  the  account  of  the 
conversation  in  St.  James's-square,  and  dwelt  on  the 
fact  of  having  had  no  subsequent  communication  with 
Lord  Naas  thereon.  As  to  any  charge  of  boasting  of 
being  in  communication  with  Lord  Derby,  he  said, 
"  When  I  do  anything,  I  take  the  responsibility  on 
myself."  He  admitted  having  remarked  npon  Mr. 
Keogh's  invectives  against  Mr.  Disraeli,  but  not 
"  whininsly  ;  "  and  he  enlarged  for  a  considerable  time 
against  the  use  of  private  conversation  and  private 
documents — a  practice  which  would,  he  said,  reeiuce 
gentlemen  to  the  "silent  system."' — Mr.  Napier 
explained  some  communications  he  had  had  with  Lord 
Derby  on  the  subject.- — Mr.  I.  Butt  confirmed  the  state- 
ment referring  to  himself,  with  an  unimportantvariation, 
and  amiel  ministerial  cheering  at  the  frankness  with 
which  he  spoke. — Mr.  Disraeli  said  that  ttie  real 
question  was,  the  veracity  of  two  members  of  the  house, 
and  remarked  that  in  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Keogh 
there  were  manj'  reasons  why  office  should  have  been 
offered  him  by  the  late  government — a  course  at  which 
he  should  himself  have  been  neither  astonisheel  nor  dis- 
pleased. Observing  that  Lord  Naas  could  have  no. 
object  in  making  an  imtrue  statement,  he  proceeded  to 
suggest  that  the  impressions  of  Lord  Naas  and  Mr. 
Keogh  were  reconcilable,  and  he  argued  upon  the 
details  to  bear  out  this  view.  He  disclaimed  recollection 
of  anj'  inveciive  iittereel  against  himself  by  Mr.  Keogh, 
and  declared  that  he  had  always  thought  invective  a 
great  ornament  of  debate,  anel  that  without  it  the  house 
would  hardl}'  bear  statistical  details.  When  in  office  he 
had  not  found  the  bearing  of  invective  the  most  grievous 
part  of  his  duty,  and  he  liad  always  listened  to  Mr. 
Keogh's  with  admiration.  Finding  the  two  statements 
before  the  house  reconcilable,  he  urged  that  there  was 
no  use  in  pursuing  the  subject,  and  warned  the  house 
against  rendering  more  difficult  communications 
between  gentlemen,  hy  taking  the  most  uncharitable 
view  of  tlie  intercourse  betv.een  man  and  man. — Lord 
J.  Rltssei.l  said  that  complaints  had  been  made  of  the 
use  of  private  conversation,  but  he  must  remind  the 
house  that  the  whole  of  this  discussion  had  arisen  from 
a  personal  attack  on  a  gentleman  holding  a  high  and 
responsible  office.  Referring  to  Lord  Eglinton's 
remarks  vipon  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Keogh  as  dis- 
reputal)le,  anel  Mr.  Disraeli's  upon  the  gentleman's 
eiualifications  for  office,  he  observeel  that  the  great  result 
of  the  discussion  was  to  sweep  away  for  ever  Lord 
Eglinton's  accusation.  He  could  not  agree  with  Mr. 
Disraeli  that  this  was  a  e^ucstion  of  the  veracity  of  two 
members,  for  Lord  Naas'  statement  hael  confirmed  that 
of  Mr.  Keogh.  It  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  have 
received  such  a  communication  as  Lord  Naas'  without 
receiving  the  impression  that  office  was  to  be  offered 
him.  Ho  censured  the  mode  in  which  Lord  Naas  had 
spoken  on  the  subject,  as  wanting  in  fairness  and  can- 
dour, and  honourable  consideration  of  one  who  had 
been  his  friend.  One  who  had  so  recently  constituted 
himself  a  pulilic  accuser  should  be  very  careful.  He 
said  that  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of 
members  of  the  house,  but  there  was  reason  to  regret 
that  it  had  been  necessary  to  bring  forward  private  con- 
versations and  letters  in  answer  to  Lord  Eglinton's 
reckless  accusation  anel  unfoundeel  attack. — Sir  J. 
Pakinc;ton  complained  of  the  triumphant  tone  adopted 
by  Lord  J.  Russell,  and  considered  the  questi(m  as  one 
of  memory  between  two  gentlemen.  He  then  referred 
to  language  which   Mr.  Keogh  had  been  reported  to 
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have  used  in  regard  to  the  Ecclesiastical  Titles  Bill,  and 
described  such  lar.yuaa:e  as  tending  to  make  disreputable 
the  appointment  of  the  person  Avho  had  used  it  by  a 
government  whose  members  had  taken  part  in  passing 
that  bill. — Mr.  Keogh,  in  reply,  said  that  Sir  J. 
Pakington  had  taken  new  and  unsafe  ground,  for  that 
no  meeting  had  occurred  in  Ireland  on  the  Ecclesiastical 
Titles  Bill  since  the  conversation  with  Lord  Naas.  He 
should  be  prepared,  at  proper  time  and  place,  to  meet 
the  new  charge  now  raised  without  notice. — Mr.  White- 
side condemned  Lord  J.  Russell's  apparent  justification 
of  Lord  Clarendon,  and  dwelt  upon  the  allegation  that 
Mr.  Keogh  had  made  mob  speeches  "on  the  Sabbath." 
— After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Bentinck  and  Mr. 
Vance,  the  subject  dropped. 

On  the  order  for  going  into  committee  on  the  Succes- 
sion Duty  Bill,  Sir  W.  Joliffe  urged,  upon  various 
grounds,  the  postponement  of  the  committee. —  The 
Cii.iNCELLOK  of  the  Exchequer  declined  to  consent 
to  a  proposal  which  he  considered  to  be  at  variance  with 
an  understanding  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  with  the 
bill.^Mr.  Newdegate,  Mr.  Mulling.s,  Sir  J.  Pak- 
INGTOX,  and  Mr.  Buck  remarked  upon  the  policy  of 
the  measure,  and  the  house  then  went  into  committee 
upon  the  bill.— On  the  2nd  clause,  describing  the  dis- 
positions and  devolutions  of  property  which  should  he 
deemed  to  confer  successions — and  which  was  a  long 
time  under  discussion — a  motion  by  Mr.  Mullings,  to 
exempt  past  dispositions,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. —  On  reaching  the  7th  clause,  the  Chairman 
was  ordered  to  report  progress. 

On  Friday,  June  17,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  Succession  Duty  Bill,  taking  it  up  at  the  point, 
clause  7,  Avhere  progress  had  beenreported.  There  was 
considerable  opposition,  technical  discussion,  and 
piitting  of  imaginary  cases  ;  but  there  was  only  one 
division,  which  was  carried  by  the  customary  ministerial 
majority.     The  bill  was  advanced  as  far  as  clause  19. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Excise 
Duties  on  Spirits  Bill,  Mr.  Conolly,  Colonel  Kxox, 
Lord  Galway,  and  a  fraction  of  the  Irish  members 
opposed  the  motion  by  moving  the  adjournment  of 
the  house  four  times  in  sv.ccession ;  the  minority 
diminishing  from  34  to  18. — Lord  J.  Russell  accused 
them  of  factiously  trying  to  make  a  minority  overriile 
the  majority,  and  was  for  yielding;  but  Mr.  Glad- 
stone stood  firm,  and  said  the  minority  must  yield. 
The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  but  not 
passed. 

On  Monday,  June  20,  Sir  John  Pakington  put  some 
questions  respecting  the  present  state  of  Jamaica. — 
Lord  J.  Russell  stated  that  despatches  had  been 
received  relating  to  a  political  and  financial  crisis  in  that 
island  ;  that  those  despatches  had  been  under  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  government,  and  that  a  plan 
had  been  adopted  with  reference  to  the  financial  powers 
now  exercised  by  the  House  of  Assembly  which  he 
should  hereafter  explain  to  the  house. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  again  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  Succession  Duty  Bill,  commencing 
with  the  19th  clause,  in  which  a  proviso  was 
m.oved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  ExcHEauER, 
that  no  duty  should  be  payable,  on  the  determina- 
tion of  any  lease  purporting  at  the  date  thereof 
to  be  a  lease  at  rack-rent,  in  respect  to  any  interest 
accruing  to  the  successor  at  its  determination ;  which 
was  agreed  to,  with  the  understanding  that  the  exemp- 
tion was  to  he  extended  to  interests  arising  under  leases 
falling  within  clause  21.  A  long  discussion  took  place 
on  the  two  ensuing  clauses — the  20th,  enacting  that  the 
interest  of  a  successor  in  real  property  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  annuity;  and  the  21st,  providing  rules 
for  valuing  lands,  houses,  &c.  Various  amendments 
were  proposed  in  the  latter  clause,  and  at  length  the 
committee  divided  upon  a  motion  by  Sir  J.  Trolloi'E, 
to  omit  the  words  enacting  that  there  shall  be  included 
in  the  estimate  of  the  annual  value  of  lands,  &c.,  in  the 
case  of  a  successor  not  restricted  from  cutting  the 
timber  thereon,  the  computed  annual  value  ot  such 
timber,  not  being  timber  planted  or  left  standing  for  the 
shelter  or  ornament  of  a  mansion  house,  and  valued 
therewith ;  whe  the  motion  for  the  omission  of  these 
words  was  carried  against  the  government  by  153  to  150. 


—  Sir  J.  Trollope  then  moved  to  add  a  proviso,  that 
any  timber  growing  on  such  land  should  not  be  included 
in  the  estimate  ;  but,  alter  further  debate,  the  chair- 
man was  ordered  to  report  progress. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Ctistoms, 
%c..  Acts,  when  certain  resolutions  relating  to  Stamp 
Duties  were  agreed  to. 

In  a  committee  on  the  Edinburgh  Annuity  Tax 
Abolition,  the  Lord  Advoc.we  explained  the  nature  of 
the  tax,  and  a  resolution  whereon  to  found  a  bill  was 
agreed  to. 

In  committee  on  the  Soap  Ditties  Bill,  Mr.  J. 
Wilson  stated  that  it  was  proposed  to  postpone  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  foreign  soap  imported  until 
the  5th  of  July,  1851,  and  to  provide  that  the  privilege 
of  importing  soap  from  Ireland,  duty  free,  shall  take 
effect  from  the  same  date. 

On  Tuesday,  June  21,  the  Liverpool  Election  Com- 
mittee reported  that  j/r.  Turner  and  Mir.  Forbes 
Mackenzie  xoere  Unseated,  on  the  ground  of  bribery  and 
treating.  The  circumstances,  were  not,  however,  such 
as  to  induce  the  committee  to  recommend  the  house  to 
postpone  the  issuing  of  the  writ,  or  to  institute  further 
inquirj^ 

The  Marquis  of  Blandford  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  make  better  provision  for  the  management  of 
Episcopal  and  Capitular  Property.  He  commenced  by 
pointing  out  what  he  believed  to  be  the  evils  of  the 
existing  system  of  management,  and  explained  the  means 
by  which  he  anticipated,  under  a  different  system,  a 
large  surj)lus  over  the  present  one  would  be  available  for 
new  churches,  and  for  the  payment  of  increased  super- 
intendence. He  believed  that  the  means  which  he 
suggested,  would  supply  the  present  wants  of  the  church, 
and  that  as  the  population  increased,  appeals  could  be 
made  effectually  to  the  church's  own  resources.  Part 
of  his  plan  was  to  transfer  the  entire  management  of 
the  priiperty,  with  some  slight  exceptions,  to  the  Estate 
Commissioners.- — Lord  John  Russell  considered  that 
the  bill  itself  should  be  seen  before  entering  into  the 
merits  of  the  proposition,  which  was  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  entitled  to  serious  consideration. — Mr.  Hume 
'  approved  generally  of  the  proposal,  but  regretted  that  it 
did  not  touch  the  subject  of  education.  He  congratu- 
lated the  house  upon  the  progress  of  church  reform,  and 
drew  a  favourable  omen  from  the  fact  that  not  even  Sir 
Robert  Iriglis  was  there  to  oppose  the  present  startling 
innovations. — Sir  B.  Hall  was  also  delighted  to  see 
such  questions  assuming  a  tangible  form  and  substance 
in  the  house. — Mr.  Ew.art  and  Mr.  Pellatt  also  ex- 
pressed approval  of  the  plan  ;  and  the  latter,  as  a  non- 
conformist, added  a  word  for  the  dissenters. —  Some 
further  conversation  ensued,  and  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

On  Wednesday,  June  22,  Sir  R.  Inglis  moved  the 
second  reading  of  the  Becovery  of  Personal  Liberty  Bill. 
While  praising  the  measure  for  its  moderation,  he  cited 
evidence  to  show  that  it  was  necessary.  He  particularly 
urged  them  to  remember  that  the  Council  of  Trent  had 
recognised  the  probability  of  young  women  being  con- 
fined in  convents,  and  had  directed  the  censures  of  the 
church  against  those  guilty  of  confining  them.  Even  in 
Roman  Catholic  countries  measures  had  been  taken  for 
the  protection  of  persons  resident  in  convents  ;  and  he 
asked  for  a  similar  protection  in  this  countrj' — a  protec- 
tion which  was  not  the  less  necessary  because  the  cases 
which  called  for  it  might  he  few. — 'Mr.  Phinn  moved 
an  amendment  for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  necessity  for  a  measure  of  this  kind. 
With  regard  to  the  bill  before  the  house,  he  was  sur- 
prised that  it  had  been  drawn  up  by  a  lawyer,  since  it 
contained  a  falsehood  in  its  preamble  ;  and  he  further 
complained  that  if  adopted  it  would  destroy  the  most 
valuable  element  of  liberty — that  which  declared  every 
man's  house  to  be  his  castie. — Mr.  I.  Butt  stcomJed  the 
amendment. — Mr.  F.\.gan  opposed  both  the  bill  and  the 
amendment. — Mr.  Napier  supported  the  amendment, 
as  he  considered  the  bill  inadequate  to  meet  the  case. 
One  of  its  deficiencies  was  that  it  did  not  enable  the 
inmates  of  convents  freely  to  dispose  of  the  property  i 
under  their  control. — Lord  J.  Russell  reiterated  the 
arguments  which  he  had,  on  the  previous  occasion, 
urged    against    the    measure.     Admitting    that    soJie 
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forcible  cases  had  been  cited,  he  could  not  see  that  either 
religious  or  personal  liberty  was  in  danger  under  the 
present  system,  as  he  believed  that  no  person  was  at 
present  resident  in  a  convent,  without  the  power  to  leave 
it  if  she  chose,  or  who  needed  any  jJrotection  not 
afforded  by  the  existing  law.  He  therefore  opposed  both 
the  resolution  and  theamendment. — Mr.  G.  H.  Moore 
complained  loudly  of  the  illiberal  feeling  manifested 
against  the  catholics  by  the  press,  in  society,  everywhere 
in  this  country,  which,  nevertheless,  professed  to  uphold 
the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  He  examined 
the  objects  of  the  measure,  and  condemned  it  at  every 
point  as  unnecessary  and  insulting.  The  house  then 
became  clamorous  for  a  division,  and  the  debate  was 
continued  for  some  time  amid  great  noise  and  confusion. 
Mr.  Chambers  having  replied,  the  house  divided,  when 
the  motion  for  the  second  reading  was  negatived  by  207 
against  178,  but  a  division  was  not  taken  iipon  the 
amendment. 

On  Thursday,  June  2.'j,  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  for  iJte  Government  of  India,  Lord  Stanley 
moved  an  amendment  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  house 
further  information  is  necessary  to  enable  Parliament  to 
legislate  with  advantage  for  the  permanent  government 
of  India  ;  and  that  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  it  is 
inexpedient  to  proceed  with  a  measure  which,  while  it 
disturbs  existing  arrangements,  cannot  be  considered  as 
a  final  settlement.  He  contended  at  great  length  that, 
considering  the  late  period  of  the  session,  legislation  on 
so  important  a  subject  was  altogether  unavoidable,  even 
if  delay  were  desirable  upon  other  grounds.  The  main 
grounds,  indeed,  upon  which  delay  was  desirable,  were 
that  the  opinions  of  the  natives  of  India,  and  the  classes 
generally  most  interested  in  the  measure,  had  not  yet 
been  fully  ascertained.  He  believed  that  public  opinion 
was  against  the  past  system  of  government,  and  in  favour 
of  some  change;  but  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  just 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  past,  or  to  legislate  fairly  for 
the  future,  untd  the  most  complete  information  had 
been  obtained.  It  was  urged  on  the  other  side  that  im- 
mediate legisl.ation — of  whatever  nature — -was  the 
primai-y  necessity.  But  he  maintained  that  even  the 
prompt  settlement  of  the  question,  desirable  as  that 
might  be,  was  a  secondary  object  compared  with  its 
satisfactory  settlement.  He  examined  the  arguments 
urged  against  delay,  and  dismissed  them  one  by  one. 
He  reminded  those  who  feared  agitation  and  rebellion 
that  there  was  a  large  military  force  in  India,  and  that 
there  was  no  Indian  nationalitj' ;  and  that,  at  any  rate, 
if  there  was  any  discontent,  a  measure  of  the  kind  pro- 
posed was  not  calculated  to  allay  it.  AVith  regard  to 
the  measure  proposed,  he  dwelt  especially  upon  the  fact 
that  it  is  described  .as  temporary,  hut  was  yet  imposed 
for  no  particular  period,  and  might  last  for  all  time. 
Proceeding  next  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the 
measure  itself,  he  referred  in  the  [first  instance  to  the 
subject  of  patronage,  with  regard  to  which  he  thought 
the  amount  of  reform  proposed,  besides  being  wrong  in 
principle,  was  altogether  disproportionate  with  Sir 
Charles  Wood's  statement  under  that  head.  The  pro- 
posed change  in  the  home  government  he  described  to 
be  altogether  inefficient.  And  witli  regard  to  both  these 
heads,  the  bill  had  the  disadvantage  of  being  neither  a 
proper  measure  of  reform,  nor  a  measure  of  continuance, 
to  give  time  for  such  reform  to  be  effected.  He  came 
next  to  the  question  of  the  Indian  government,  con- 
demned the  policy  of  carrying  on  expensive  and  exhaust- 
ing wars  ;  and  showed  their  effect  upon  the  revenue  of 
the  country.  He  traced  the  effect  of  those  wars  in  the 
small  amount  expended  upon  public  works  and  other 
useful  objects.  He  then  alhuled  to  the  system  of  judica- 
ture as  calling  for  reform,  and  to  the  subject  of  education, 
as  even  more  particularly  demanding  the  attention  of 
the  Indian  government.  With  regard  to  that  govern- 
ment itself,  he  admitted  that  it  had  been  in  many 
respects  successful,  but  still  maintained  that  there  was 
much  in  its  administration  during  the  last  twenty  years 
that  called  for  inquiry. — Mr.  Lowe  answered  Lord 
Stanley's  arguments.  He  maintained  that  there  was 
ample  time  to  discuss  the  measure  this  session  ;  and  he 
argued,  from  the  present  state  of  India,  and  of  the  sur- 
Hiunding  states,  that  immediate  consideration  of  the 
qVestion  of  our  Indian  government  was  called  for. — Mr. 


PuiNN  opposed  the  bill,  because  it  was  not  the  "  large, 
liberal,  and  substantial"  measure  that  the  country 
expected,  and  had  a  right  to  expect.  He  considered 
that  the  responsibility  of  the  government  of  India  should 
rest  with  the  crown,  instead  of  being  entrusted  to  irre- 
sponsible bodies,  which  resolved  the  authority  into  that 
of  a  mere  plutocracy.  He  condemned  the  bill  generally, 
as  failing  to  provide  for  those  important  reforms  which 
he  believed  to  be  necessary,  and  which  he  described. — 
SirR.H.  iNGLlsmade  various  objections  to  the  bill;  that 
it  propo.sed  to  legislate  for  an  indefinite  period  ;  that  it 
destroyed  much  of  the  substance  of  the  present  system 
without  providing  an  adequate  substitute  ;  and  that  it 
altered  the  constitution  of  the  government.  At  the 
same  time  he  believed  that  delay  was  not  necessary,  and 
might  be  dangerous  ;  and  on  that  ground  he  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  proceeded 
with  at  once,  with  such  alterations  as  the  wisdom  of 
parliament  might  suggest.  All  that  the  house  had  to 
do  was  to  provide  for  India  a  good  form  of  government, 
and  leave  it  for  the  Executive  at  home  and  in  India  to 
work  out  and  fill  up  the  details.- — Mr.  Henry  Baillie 
considered  that  it  was  desirable  to  settle  the  question 
this  session,  but  that  it  was  still  more  desirable  that  the 
settlement  should  be  permanent,  whenever  it  took  place. 
Under  all  circumstances,  he  did  not  consider  the  demand 
for  delay  unreasonable. — Mr.  Herries,  in  a  speech  of 
great  length  and  deliberate  minuteness,  expressed  him- 
self in  favour  of  immediate  legislation  ;  and  though  he 
made  many  serious  objections  to  the  bill,  yet  he  pre- 
ferred it  to  the  amendment.  The  debate  was  then 
adjourned. 

On  Friday,  June  2i,  the  debate  on  the  Government 
of  India  was  resumed.  Mr.  Hume  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  amendment.  Mr.  Mac.vulay,  in  a  pov.'erful  speech 
supported  the  second  reading  of  the  bill.  It  is  no 
objection  to  the  bill  (he  contended)  that  it  is  not  final — 
it  ought  not  to  be  final ;  it  should  be  a  large  but  cautious 
step  in  the  path  of  progress.  The  improvement  of  the 
Indian  Government  in  England  is  comparatively  of 
small  importance ;  the  great  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
improve  the  administration  in  India  ;  for  India  must  be 
governed  there,  and  not  here.  Every  measure  of  which 
history  will  hereafter  make  mention  has  been  taken 
without  authority  from  the  Home  Government.  Thus, 
reprimands  from  home  followed  the  step  taken  in  1835 
on  the  subject  of  Native  education,  the  abolition  of  the 
transit-duties,  the  removal  of  the  censorship  from  the 
press,  and  the  making  the  coinage  uniform.  Upon  the 
civil  servants,  from  the  governor-general  down  to  the 
revenue-collector,  depends  the  happiness  or  misery  of 
the  natives; — "  you  may  read  (said  Mr.  Macaulay),  the 
character  of  , the  collector  in  the  eyes  and  garb  of  the 
population.  As  to  patronage,  if  the  governor-general 
were  allowed  to  nominate  the  civil  servants,  the  most 
monstrous  age  of  jobbing  the  world  has  ever  seen  would 
commence.  And  because  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
bill  will  fill  the  service  with  fit  and  superior  men  by  the 
plan  of  competition,  Mr.  Macaulay  was  earnestly 
desirous  it  should  pass  without  delay.  He  replied  to 
the  arguments  of  Lord  Ellenborough  on  this  subject ; 
and  cited  a  host  of  cases — among  them  that  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  himself. — to  show  that  men  who  have 
shone  in  early  academic  examinations  will  most  likely 
retain  their  superiority.  He  argued  that  the';  civil 
service  must  always  be  a  close  service;  that  the 
defects  of  the  judicial  department  would  be  best 
remedied  by  the  operation  of  the  bill,  which  will  raise 
the  character  of  the  service  generally ;  and  that  it 
provides  the  best  kind  of  admission  for  Natives  who 
can  compete  successfully  against  European  candidates. 
Controverting  Lord  Ellenborough's  views  with  i-espect 
to  the  effect  of  education  on  the  natives,  he  said — "  We 
shall  not  secure  or  prolong  our  dominion  in  India  by 
attempting  to  exclude  the  Natives  of  that  country  from 
a  share  in  its  government,  or  by  attempting  to  dis- 
courage their  study  of  Western  learning ;  and  I  will 
only  say  further,  that,  however  that  may  be,  I  will 
never  consent  to  keep  them  ignorant  in  order  to  keep 
them  manageable,  or  to  govern  them  in  ignorance  in 
order  to  govern  them  long." — The  debate  was  carried 
on  in  favour  of  the  amendment  by  Mr.  Blackett,  Mr. 
Otway,  and  Mr.  Addbrley.     Mr.  Adderley,  however, 
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suggested,  that  to  make  Lord  Stanley's  amendment  ' 
more  clear,  words  should  be  added  expressing  the 
expediency  of  continuing  the  present  government  for 
two  years. — Lord  Jocelyn  opposed  tiie  amendment, 
and  agreed  with  the  principle  of  the  bill ;  reserving 
details. — Mr.  Mangles  at  once  defended  the  Court  of 
Directors  and  opposed  the  amendment.  The  debate 
was  then  adjourned. 

PROGRESS  OP   BUSINESS. 

IJov.?(  of  Lordf.—Mciy  '2(ith. — Aggravated  Aosaults  Bill  read 
a  second  time. — County  Polls  (Scotland)  Bill  commuted. — ■ 
L'ommon  Lodging  Houses  Bill  reported. — Hindoo  Petition 
respecting  law  of  inheriUxuce. 

^Tth. — Turkish  Question,  statement  by  Lord  Clarendon. — 
Succession  Tax,  Lord  Malmesbury's  motion  for  a  Committee 
iiejaratived. 

30th. — Conversion  of  Stock,  Lord  Chancellor's  statement. — 
Cuban  Slave  Trade,  petition  from  Jamaica  presented  by  Lord 
Carlisle.— JIaldon  Election,  Commission  agreed  to. 

31st. — Alteration  of  Oaths  BHl  rea*l  a  second  time. — Aggra- 
vated Assault*  Bill  reported. 

June  2. — Conversion  of  Stock,  further  statement  by  Lord 
Chancellor. — Alteration  of  Oaths  BUI  thrown  out  on  motion 
for  going  into  committee. — Common  Lodging  House  Bill. 
Aggravated  Assaults  Bili,  and  Evidence  Amendment  BUI 
p;issed. 

7th. — Earldom  of  Perth  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

9th. — Hackney  Carriages  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Income 
Tax  BUI  read  a  first  time. 

loth. — Hackney  Carnages  BiU  committed. — Earldom  of 
Perth  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

13th. — Discussions  on  the  Turkish  Question. — Ijord  EUen- 
Ijorough's  .speech  on  India. 

nth. — Royal  Assent  to  County  Election  Polls  (Scotland) 
BiU  and  Aggravated  Assaidts  BiU. 

17th. — The  Marquis  of  Westmeath's  motion  for  a  Committee 
on  Conduct  of  Mr.  Keogh  discussed  and  withdrawn. 

20th.— Income  Tax  Bill  read  a  second  time.— -Encumbered 
Estates  Bill  (Ireland)  read  a  second  time. 

23rd. — Charitable  Trusts  Bill,  and  Income  Tax  Bill  passed 
through  committee. — Leave  granted  to  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
to  bring  in  a  bUl  to  Facilitate  the  Exchange  of  Ecclesiastical 
Livings. 

House  of  Commonn. — May  23. — Report  of  Dockyard  Com- 
mittee.— Income  Tax  Bill,  Col.  Dunne's  motion  on  Irish 
Taxation  negatived  — lu  Committee,  Mr.  Frewen's  .and  Mr. 
Walpole's  amendments  negatived.^-Succession  Duty  BiU  read 
a  first  time. 

26th. — Church  Rates,  Mr.  PhiUimore's  motion  negatived, 
and  Mr.  Clay's  amendment  negatived.— New  Writ  for  Ply- 
mouth. 

27th. — Turkish  Question,  statement  by  Lord  J.  RusseU. — 
Income  Tax  Bill  considered  in  committee. — Regulations  of 
Assurances  Bill  read  a  .second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee. — County  Rates  Bill  committed. 

30th. — Income  Tax  BiU  in  committee. — Hackney  Carnages 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

31st. — Irish  Church  Revenues,  Mr.  Moore's  motion  for 
inquirj'  negatived. 

June  1st. — New  Trials  Bill  thrown  out. — Judges  Exclusion 
Bill  thrown  out  in  motion  for  third  reading. 

2nd. — Income  Tax  BiU  in  committee.  -Customs  Acts  in 
conunittee  — Hackney  Carriages  BiU  passed. 

3rd. — Income  Tax  BiU  in  committee. — Customs  Acts  re- 
ported.— Government  of  India,  Sir  C.  Wood's  statement  of 
proposed  measure. 

6th. — Income  Tax  Bill  passed.— Government  of  India, 
adjourned  debate. 

7th. — No  House. 

Sth. — Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland)  in  committee. 

9th. — Government  of  India  BiU  read  a  first  time. — Customs' 
Duties,  resolutions  agreed  to. — Excise  Duty  on  Spirits  BUI  in 
committee. — New  Writ  for  Clare. 

10th. — Customs  and  Acts,  resolutions  agreed  to  and  BiU 
ordered. — Succe.ssion  Duty  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Excise 
Duties  on  Sphits  BUI,  and  Customs'  Duties  on  Spu-its  Bill 
committed. 

13th. — Succession  Duty  BiU,  Sir  John  Pakington's  motion 
negatived. — Savings'  Banks  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Excise 
Duties  on  Spirits  Bill,  amendments  considered. 

14th. — New  Wnt  for  Harwich. — Mr.  Berkeley's  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  BiU  for  the  Ballot,  negatived. 

loth. — Elections  Bill  considei'ed  in  committee. — Combina- 
tion of  Workmen  Bill  passed. 

16th. — Mr.  Keogh's  Government  Appointment  discussions. 
— Succession  Duty  BUI  considered  in  committee. — ^Soai>  Duties 
Bill  read  a  first  time. — Simony  Law  .amendment  bill  read  a 
first  time. 

17th. — Succession  Duty  BUI  co"  idered  in  committee. — 
Excise  Duties  on  Spirits  Bill  read  -i  thii'd  time. — New  Writs 
for  Durham  and  Petcrborougli. 

20th. — Succession  Duty  Bill  considered  in  committee. — 
Sherift's  Court  BiU  (Scotland)  pas^o.i  through  committee.— 
Soap  Duties  BUI  passed  through  comnuttec. 


21st.— Episcopal  and  Capitular  Property,  leave  given  the 
Marquis  of  Blandford  to  bring  in  a  bUl. — House  counted  out. 

22nd.— Recovery  of  Personal  Liberty  BUl,  motion  for  second 
reading  negatived. 

23rd.— Government  of  India  BiU,  LordStaulcy'samendment 
on  question  of  second  reading  debated. 


Thb  resignations  by  Messrs.  Monsell,  Keogh,  and 
Sadleir  of  the  offices  held  by  them  under  government 
were  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  a  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Monsell  and  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  which 
was  published  by  the  former  in  the  morning  papers  of 
the  6th  inst.  In  this  correspondence  the  "reasons  are 
given  for  the  resignations,  and  also  for  their  subsequent 
withdrawal: —Mr.  Monsell,  in  his  letter  to  Lord 
Aberdeen,  dated  the  2d  inst.,  says  he  was  not  present 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  previous  night,  but 
had  learned  from  the  newspapers  "  that  in  the  course 
of  a  discussion  upon  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  of  Ireland, 
Lord  John  Russell,  who  is  the  organ  of  tlie  government 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  spoke  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
/;hurch  in  a  manner  which  could  not  fail  to  be  most 
offensive  to  the  members  of  that  communion.  His  lord- 
ship described,  not  individual  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cliurch,  but  that  church  itself,  '  under  the 
direction  of  its  head,'  as  hostile  to  free  institutions  and 
disloyal  to  civil  governments,  and,  therefore,  the  quali- 
fication which  his  lordship  added  to  his  censure  could 
not  apply  to  any  who,  like  myself,  are  in  deep  and 
thorough  unity  of  sentiment  and  spirit  with  that  church 
and  its  head."  Mr.  Monsell  adds  that  no  Minister 
haying  expressed  dissent  from  Lord  J.  Russell's 
opinions,  they  had  gone  forth  as  the  opinions  of  the 
government,  and  therefore  he  could  not  with  honour 
remain  a  member,  as,  though  not  complaining  of  the 
vote,  he  could  not  pass  by  sentiments  so  hostile  to  the 
civil  equality  of  the  communion  to  which  he  be- 
longed. Lord  Aberdeen,  in  his  reply,  dated  the 
3d,  expresses  his  concern  at  receiving  the  tender 
of  resignation,  and  says: — "I  have  to  inform  you 
that  while  the  vote  on  that  occasion  had  the  sanction 
of  the  government,  the  reasons  for  that  vote  given  by 
Lord  John  Russell,  and  the  sentiments  of  which  you 
complain  are  not  shared  by  me  nor  by  many  of  my 
colleagues.  I  wish  this  to  be  distinctly  understood,  as 
I  might  otherwise  be  justly  charged  with  a  departure 
from  those  feelings  which,  both  in  and  out  of  office,  I 
have  held,  and  still  hold,  with  regard  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  body,  and  the  open  avowal  of  which  had 
appeared  to  several  Roman  (jatholic  gentlemen  to  justify 
them  in  accepting  office  under  the  government.  Words 
spoken  in  the  heat  of  debate  are  liable  to  be  misappre- 
hended, and  Lord  John  Russell  desires  me  to  say  that 
he  did  not  impute  want  of  loyalty  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  that  he  expressly  said  that  political  and 
social  equality  ought  to  be  maintained."  Lord  Aber- 
deen adds,  that  a  similar  communication  had  been  made 
to  Messrs.  Keogh  and  Sadleir,  and  he  trusted  that, 
after  this  explanation,  Mr.  Monsell  would  not  persevere 
in  an  intention  whicli  would  cause  him  (Lord  Aberdeen) 
sincere  regret.  To  this  Mr.  Monsell's  letter,  dated  June 
4,  replied  that  the  above  explanation  showed  that  the 
sentiments  of  which  he  complained  were  not  those  of 
Lord  Aberdeen's  government.  He  (Mr.  Monsell)  could 
not  conceal  from  himself,  "  That  even  the  frank  and 
generous  consistency  with  which  his  lordship  had  acted 
on  the  occasion  may  prove  insufficient,  in  some  quarters, 
to  allay  the  apprehension  which  has  been  excited. 
With  me,  however,  it  is  otherwise."  Mr.  Monsell  con- 
cludes by  saying  that,  under  these  circumstances,  he 
can  have  no  hesitation  to  withdraw  his  resignation. 
Similar  withdrawals  of  the  resignations  occurred  in  the 
cases  of  Messrs.  Sadleir  and  Keogh. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

Ax  appalling  Suicide  has  been  committed  at  the  Bi'-l 
and  George  Inn,  Dartford,  by  Henry  Lavender  Culrr^r, 
manager  for  Messrs.  Saunders  &  Otley,  publisher;  'i 
Conduit-street.     He  was  single,   and  thirty-four  y^^'S 
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old.  He  went  to  the  Bull  and  George  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th  inst.,  and  was  writing  during  a  great  part  of 
the  day.  He  went  to  bed  at  about  eleven  at  night, 
having  first  smoked  a  cigar  with  the  landlord,  and  asked 
the  girl  to  call  him  at  seven.  She  did  so,  but  received 
no  answer.  She  went  again  about  ten  o'clock,  and  still 
receiving  no  reply,  she  announced  it  to  her  mistress, 
who  instantly  told  her  husband  her  fear  that  something 
was  wrong,  a  recollection  flashing  across  her  mind  that 
early  in  the  morning  she  had  heard  the  report  of  fire- 
arms. The  landlord  instantly  sent  for  a  constable,  who 
burst  the  door  open,  when  Mr.  Culmer,  partlv  dressed, 
was  found  lying  on  the  floor  in  a  pool  of  blood,  his  head 
literally  severed  from  his  body,  nothing  but  the  vertebrae 
sustaining  it.  Close  to  his  head  was  a  razor  ;  a  pistol 
rec  ntly  discharged  lay  on  the  table  covered  with  blood, 
and  also  another,  likewise  covered  with  blood, 
loaded,  but  having  no  cap  on.  A  hole  was  discovered 
beside  his  ear,  which  had  received  the  contents  of  the 
pistol,  but  it  is  supposed  that  the  first  discharge  not 
proving  effective,  he  had  taken  up  the  second  pistol,  but 
could  not  discharge  it,  the  cap  being  ofi',  and  that  he 
then  resorted  to  the  razor.  He  had  said  in  a  letter  to  a 
medical  friend  that  he  was  in  a  depressed  state  of  mind, 
and  added  that  before  he  received  his  letter  the  hand 
which  wrote  it  would  be  closed  in  death.  His  father 
had  committed  suicide  about  twelve  years  ago,  and  some 
family  macters  had  preyed  much  on  his  mind.  He  had 
made  an  allowaiice  to  his  mother,  who,  nevertheless,  was 
constantly  writing  to  him  for  money,  and  had  latterly 
threatened  to  expose  him  to  his  employers  if  he  did  not 
give  her  more.  This  seemed  to  excite  him  very  much, 
and  to  prey  on  his  spirits,  as  there  were  no  grounds  for 
any  exposure,  the  young  man  being  highly  trustworthy, 
and  enjoying  the  full  confidence  of  his  employers. 
There  was  another  source  of  trouble  to  him.  He  had 
been  engaged  to  a  j'oung  lady,  who  had  broken  oft"  the 
correspondence  in  consequence  of  the  frequently  excited 
state  of  his  mind.  It  appeared  that  he  possessed  some 
property,  had  m.ade  a  will,  and  bore  an  unimpeachable 
character.  An  inquest  was  held  on  his  body,  and  a 
verdict  of  temporary  insanity  was  returned. 

A  coroner's  inquest  was  held  on  the  8th  inst.,  at 
Pentnnville  upon  the  body  of  John  Gordon  Bailey, 
F.R  S.,  &c.,  who  committed  Suicide  the  day  before,  by 
swallowing  a  large  quantity  of  essential  oil  of  almonds, 
at  his  residence,  Penton-street.  He  was  in  the  30th 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  to  have  been  married  next 
August.  The  evidence  went  to  prove  that  for  some 
time  past  he  had  been  in  a  state  of  nervous  irritation, 
and  talked  of  making  away  with  himself,  though  he 
followed  his  medical  practice  till  the  last  day  of  his  life, 
and  exhibited  no  signs  of  absolute  insanity.  He  was  a 
rising  man  in  his  profession,  the  author  of  several  medical 
works,  and  lecturer  on  midwifery  to  the  Hunterian 
School  of  Medicine.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
insanity. 

In  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Court,  on  the  11th  inst.,  the 
Rev.  Theodore  Williams,  vicar  of  Hendon,  applied  to  be 
Discharged  from  Prison.  The  schedule  contains  158 
creditors  and  70  debtors.  The  debts  are  54,2-14/.,  and  for 
14,287/.  no  consideration  had  been  received,  leaving  the 
actual  debts  at  39,957/.  os.  8d.,  beginning  atl812.  The 
debts  due  to  the  insolvent  are  6,522/.  The  income  from 
tithes  is  about  800/.  a-year,  as  vicar  of  Hendon ; 
besides  which  the  insolvent  lias  had  considerable  West 
India  property,  and  his  wife  has  a  separate  estate  of 
400/.  a-year.  The  insolvency  was  attributed  to  the 
great  depreciation  of  West  India  property,  and  the 
losses  sustained  in  the  purchase  of  pictures.  Several 
creditors  appeared  to  oppose,  but  after  some  argument 
the  opposition  was  withdrawn,  and  the  insolvent  was 
sworn  to  the  schedule  and  discharged. 

At  the  Centr:il  Criminal  Court  on  the  13th,  the  trial 
of  John  Richards,  a  young  man,  for  feloniously  entering 
the  house  of  Mr.  Crossley,  a  tradesman  in  Bentinck- 
street,  was  notable  for  a  specimen  of  the  Licence  of  tlie 
K  Bar  in  Defending  a  Client.  Richards  was  found  in  a 
j  bedroom  of  the  house,  before  he  ha  I  time  to  purloin 
s^iythiiig;  he  said  he  expected  to  meet  a  gentleman, 
bui.  his  real  object  was  quite  app*i"cnt.  The  bedroom 
was',1  the  occupation  of  a  lady,  the  widow  of  a  military 
officei\  Jlr.  Sleigh,  in  defence  of  the  accused,  insinuated 


that  the  young  man  had  an  appointment  with  the  lady, 
and  called  on  the  jury  to  acquit  him.  The  recorder  con- 
demned this  attack  on  the  character  of  an  absent  lady, 
made  without  the  slightest  proof.  The  verdict  was 
"  Guilty."  A  certificate  was  then  produced  to  prove  a 
former  conviction  for  felony.  Mr.  Sleigh  intimated  that 
if  he  had  been  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  previous 
conviction,  he  should  not  have  suggested  the  defence  he 
did.  The  prisoner  said  it  was  not  suggested  in  his  brief. 
Mr.  Sleigh  admitted  that  the  defence  was  not  suggested 
to  him  in  his  brief,  but  said  that  it  occurred  to  him  as  a 
legitimate  one  to  offer  to  the  jury  upon  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  jury,  however,  joined  in  condemning  the 
defence  ;  and  the  Recorder  repeated  his  strong  disap- 
probation. The  sentence  on  Richards  was  transportation 
for  ten  years. 

At  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary  at  Edinburgh,  on  the 
13th,  Mr.  David  Robertson  Williamson,  of  Lawers, 
Perthshire,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  Coldstream  Guards, 
pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge  of  Assaulting  the  Reverend 
William  Robertson,  minister  of  Monzievaird  and 
Strowan.  Mr.  Williamson  got  admittance  to  the 
clergyman's  house  during  his  absence,  waited  for  him 
in  the  study,  and  when  he  entered,  violently  beat  him 
with  a  stick.  The  motive  for  the  attack  did  not  trans- 
pire. Sentence,  nine  months  imprisonment.  The 
culprit  had  been  originally  indicted  tor  "  hamesiiken  " 
— seeking  after  a  person  in  his  own  domicile  with  the 
intention  of  using  violence  towards  him  ;  the  extreme 
penalty  for  which  ancient  Scotch  offence  is  death.  The 
Solicitor-General  withdrew  this  charge  :  the  Court 
intimated  that  had  Mr.  Williamson  been  convicted  of 
it,  he  would  have  been  transported. 

William  Wilson,  the  young  man  who  Attemjjted  to 
Extort  Honey  or  a  Government  Situation  from  Mr. 
Gladstone,  was  tried  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on 
the  15th.  He  pleaded  guilty.  His  counsel  stated  that 
this  plea  was  of  the  prisoner's  own  motion,  not  his 
lawyer's  act.  The  offender  had  given  way  to  a  sudden 
morbid  desire  for  notoriety  by  connecting  his  name 
with  that  of  a  man  so  distinguished  as  Mr.  Gladstone. 
He  had  since  exhibited  contrition,  and  he  threw  him- 
self on  the  mercy  of  the  prosecutor.  The  counsel  for 
the  prosecution,  stated  that  inquiries  led  to  the  belief 
that  there  was  no  collusion  between  the  woman  and 
Wilson.  Mr.  Gladstone  had  no  personal  feeling  in  the 
matter,  and  left  the  case  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Court.  Witnesses  were  called  to  character.  Wilson  is 
a  Scotchman,  and  has  but  recently  been  residing  in 
London ;  the  witnesses  spoke  only  of  his  London  life. 
The  Ciiief  Baron  said  it  was  important  that  the 
Court,  in  a  case  like  this,  shou'd  know  something  of 
the  early  career  of  the  accused.  Mr.  Robinson  i-e- 
marked,  that  the  prisoner  could  not  bring  witnesses 
from  Scotland,  on  account  of  the  expense.  The  Chief 
Baron  said,  Wilson  might  make  an  affidavit  in  mitiga- 
tion of  punishment.  His  counsel  said  it  should  be 
done.  On  the  following  day  the  Chief  Baron,  after 
remarking  that  the  prisoner's  offence  did  not  seem  to 
be  premeditated  —  that  he  did  not  systematically 
attempt  by  such  means  to  gain  a  livelihood — passed  the 
mitigated  sentence  of  twelve  months'  imprisonment, 
with  hard  labour. 

The  prosecution  against  Mr.  Hale  for  Manufacturing 
War-ruckets  at  Rotherliitlie  has  been  abandoned.  His 
solicitor  has  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Waddington, 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State,  announcing  the  fact,  and 
that  Government  is  willing  that  Mr.  Hale  should 
select  one  of  four  officers  named  to  make  a  reasonable 
yet  liberal  valuation  of  the  property  seized.  Mr.  Hale 
has  fixed  on  Colonel  Chalraer,  Inspector  of  Artillery 
at  the  Roval  Arsenal,  Woolwich,  and  now  awaits  his 
decision.  The  prosecution  has  been  withdrawn  at  the 
solicitation  of  Mr.  Hale  himself.  On  the  1st  instant, 
he  addressed  a  letter  to  Lord  Palmerston,  stating  that 
he  was  advised  to  plead  guilty  ;  that  he  never  had  the 
slightest  idea  that  making  rockets  was  a  breach  of  the 
law,  as  he  now  knows  it  is  ;  and  praying  that  as  the 
law  was  now  sufficiently  vindicated,  the  pending  pro- 
ceedings against  him  might  be  abandoned.  On  tlie  3d, 
Lord  Palnierston,  through  Mr.  Waddington,  informed 
Mr.  Hale  that  instructions  should  l)e  given  to  the 
Crown  counsel  not  to  call  him  up  for  judgment. 
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An  atrocious  Murder  has  been  committed  at  Glasgow. 
Boyd  and  Law,  ship-carpenters,  were  drinking  together 
at  night;  two  loose  women  enticed  them  into  a  den 
in  the  Ne\v  Vennel ;  there  the  men  were  plied  with 
drugged  drinli  until  nearly  insensible  ;  then  the  women 
and  a  man  who  lived  with  one  of  them  began  to  strip 
the  carpenters  of  their  clothes.  Boyd  had  sufficient  con- 
sciousness to  know  Avhat  was  going  on,  and  he  resisted  ; 
but  the  wretches  succeeded  in  stripping  him.  He 
threatened  to  call  the  police,  upon  which  they  dragged 
him  to  the  window  on  the  third  story,  and  tossed  him 
head  foremost  into  the  street.  He  fell  on  the  back 
of  his  head,  the  skull  was  fractured,  and  he  died  on  the 
spot.  The  murderers  fled,  leaving  Law  insensible  from 
the  drugged  drink.  But  there  had  been  witnesses  of 
the  crime  :  two  destitute  boys  were  lying  under  a  bed- 
stead in  tlie  room,  doubtless  lorgotten  by  the  miirderers ; 
some  women  living  in  the  house  had  also  peeped 
through  a  chi'k  in  the  door,  and  witnessed  the  scenes. 
The  police  were  quickly  informed  of  the  murder,  and 
the  wretches  were  arrested  before  they  could  escape 
I'rom  the  city. 

Francis  Mead,  a  shoemaker,  in  Henry-street,  Mary- 
lebone,  has   been  committed  for  trial  on  the  charge  of 
having  Killed  his  Wife.     At  the  inquest  on  her  body, 
the  principal  witnesses  were  the  fellow-lodgers  of  the 
deceased  and  the  son  of  the  prisoner,  a  boy  of  fourteen. 
Mead  was  in  the  habit  of  frequently  beating  his  wife 
most  brutally.     The  lodgers,  who  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  particularly  humane,  saw  fatal  violence  going  on, 
but  never  called  in  the  police,  it  "  not  being  their  lausi- 
ness  to  interfere  in  other  people's  affairs."     One  day  the 
man  beat  his  wife  until  her  face,  head,  and  arras,  were 
bruised  and  swollen ;  then  kicked  her   and  hurled  her 
about  the  room,  until  he  had  broken  two  of  her  ribs, 
which,  penetrating  her  lungs,  brought  on  inliammation 
of  those  organs,  of  which  she  died.      Mary  Wynn,  an 
acquaintance  of  deceased,  said  that  she  visited  her,  when 
Bhe  saw  her  husband  sitting  at  her  bedside.     Witness 
t,sked  how  she  met   with  the  injuries.     The   husband 
replied  that  on  Saturday  night  his  wife  had  been  drinking, 
.nd  that  on  running  away  from  him  she  fell  down  stairs 
nd  fractured  her  ribs.     He  then  asked  his  wife  if  she 
>ished  to  say  anything  in  witness's  presence.     She  re- 
lied, "  What  do  you  wish  me  to  say  ?     I  forgive  you, 
ad  may  the  Lord  forgive  you.     I  have  nothing  to  say  ; 
Idle   in   peace."       After   a   pause,    she   further   said, 
'Francis,  1  am  dying:  take  care  of  my  children,  and 
dii't  beat  Frank."     She  requested  to  see  her  brother, 
v)\OTa.  she  most  affectionately  embraced,  and  in  about 
aihour  afterwards  died.     The  jury  found  a  verdict  of 
"  Manslaughter  "  against  Francis  Mead. 

In  action  in  the  Brompton  County  Court  to  recover 
fiuen  shillings  for  Medical  Attendance,  produced  some 
anlsement  lately.     The  plaintiff,  Mr.  Gay,  is  a  surgeon, 
in  Ud  Brompton,  and  the  defendant,  Mr.  Paine,  is  an 
uniarried  gentleman,  living  at  Chelsea.     Mr.  Gay  said 
he  kd  supplied  the  defendant  with  a  mixture  and  a  box 
of  nls,  and  had  attended  him  six  times,  for  which  visits 
he  iarged  half-a-crown  each.     He  had  not  charged  for 
thehixture.     The   defendant's   solicitor  said  that  his 
clieilre.sided  with  a  gentleman  at  Brompton,  who  had  a 
famir  of  beautiful  daughters.      Mr.  Gay,  who   was   a 
singlman,  M'as  anxious  to  obtain  an  introduction  to  the 
younlladies,  with  the  view  to  choose  a  wife.    With  this 
objedhe  sought  the  services  of  Mr.  Paine,   who  vei'y 
fooliay  pretended  to  be  ill,  and  accordingly  the  pro- 
fessioU  services  of  Mr.  Gay  were  sought,  to  alleviate 
the  sijerings  of  the  patient.  Mr.  Paine,  on  being  called, 
statetliat  Mr.  Gay  informed  him  of  his  wish  to  pay  his 
attentiis  to  a  nice  young  lady,  as  he  was  sick  of  being 
singlelnd  he  entreated  witness  to  introduce  him  to  one. 
He  mjiioned  and  recommended  the  young  ladies  at 
their  tiise ;    but  how  to  get  an  introduction  was,  for 
some  tie,  a  poser  to  them.  It  could  only  be  carried  out 
by  straWem  ;  and  it  was  devised  by  plaintiff  and  him- 
self thaSie  (defendant)  should  fall  ill  and  write  a  letter 
to  Mr.  W  to  visit  him.     He  felt  unwell,  and  wrote  the 
note  pr^jsed  by  Mr.  Gay : — "  Dear  Sir,— I  want  to  see 
you  imrldiately.     I  am  alarmingly  ill.     Yours,  &c. — 

Postscril     Only  myself  and  the  Misses at  home, 

my  boy]    Mr.  Gay    came   immediately.      There   was 
nothing  liatever  the  matter  with  him,  and  he  never 


took  the  stuff  that  was  sent,  but  threw  it  to  the  dogs. 
As  to  the  six  visits  the  plaintiff'  had  charged  him  for,  it 
was  a  downright  "  do."  At  any  rate,  five  out  of  the  six 
visits  were  paid  to  the  young  ladies,  and  Mr.  Gay  had 
the  modesty  and  impudence  to  chaige  him  half-a-crown 
for  each  of  the  wooing  visits.  Besides  that,  he  was 
invited  to  dine  each  time.  He  never  had  any  rash, 
saving  the  rashness  of  introducing  the  plaintiff  to  his 
friends.  The  Judge  :  I  think,  if  it  be  a  joke,  it  ought 
to  be  followed  out.  Fifteen  shillings  is,  perhaps,  too 
much  to  pay  for  it.  My  judgment  will  be  for  ten 
shillings,  and  that  is  not  too  much  for  a  joke  so  rich  as 
this. 

A  boy  of  twelve  years  old,  the  son  of  an  agricultural 
labourer  at  Rockbeare,  in  Devonshire,  lately  committed 
Suicide  by  hanging  himself.  He  worked  for  a  neigh- 
bouring clergyman,  at  whose  house  he  frequently  slept. 
He  left  his  father's  cottage  in  good  health  and  spirits, 
taking  with  him  his  food  for  the  day.  The  night  passed 
over,  but  the  lad  did  not  return.  It  was  imagined  that 
he  was  at  his  master's  house  ;  and  on  the  third  day  the 
father  made  inquiries  of  one  of  the  servants,  but  found 
that  he  had  not  been  there.  On  going  to  the  field  where 
he  had  been  at  work,  the  boy  was  found  hanging  to  the 
bough  of  a  tree  by  his  handkerchief.  There  were  no 
marks  of  violence  on  him,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  he  had  committed  self  destruction.  What  could 
induce  a  lad  of  such  tender  years  to  commit  so  rash  an 
act  was  the  question  at  the  inquest;  but  no  one  could 
assign  any  reason  for  it,  as  he  had  not  evinced  any 
distress  of  mind,  and  was  in  good  health  and  spirits  when 
seen  at  his  work.  A  few  months  ago,  however,  his 
brother  also  committed  suicide  in  the  same  way,  and  it 
is  thought  that  this  produced  a  morbid  effect  upon  his 
mind,  which  led  him  to  commit  a  similar  act. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

An  American  emigrant  ship  has  been  Wrecked  off  the 
Bahama  Islands,  and  almost  all  the  passengers  have 
perished.  The  William  and  Mary  (a  Baltimore  vessel) 
left  Liverpool  in  March  last  for  New  Orleans,  with  208 
passengers,  principally  Irish,  Scotch,  and  German  emi- 
grants. On  the  3rd  of  May  they  entered  the  dangerous 
channels  of  tlie  Bahamas  with  the  most  unfavourable 
weather.  About  seven  in  the  morning  the  bark  passed 
'•  the  Hole  in  the  Wall,"  the  most  southern  point  of  the 
Island  of  Abaco,  so  called  from  one  of  the  most  pro- 
minent rocks  on  the  coast  being  p^-rforated  with  a  large 
hole,  which  is  visible  from  a  considerable  distance  at 
sea.  Passing  this  in  safety  Captain  Stinson  steered  for 
Stirrup  Key,  the  weather  becoming  more  clouded  and 
the  wind  increasing.  Till  the  afternoon  the  vessel  kept 
on  her  course  without  accident,  but  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock  she  struck  on  a  sunken  rock.  About  fifteen 
minutes  elapsed  before  she  wore  off,  but  she  had  scarcely 
got  clear  of  this  rock  when  she  struck  on  another,  and 
began  to  fill  with  water  so  rapidly  as  to  render  all  labour 
at  the  pumps  useless.  At  midnight  the  water  had 
gained  so  rapidly  on  the  sinking  vessel  that  it  was  four 
feet  in  the  hold,  and  at  four  a.m.  eight  feet.  Scarcely 
had  the  day  dawned  when  it  was  announced  that  there 
was  ten  feet  of  water  in  the  hold,  and  the  pumps  were 
abandoned  in  despair.  The  boats  were  unsi)ipped  from 
the  davits,  but  of  four  or  five  all  except  two  were 
swamped.  The  captain  and  his  crew  and  about  30 
passengers  got  into  these  ;  the  remainder,  numbering 
little  less  than  200  souls,  being  left  to  tlieir  fate.  There 
tliey  stood  on  the  deck,  vainly  calling  for  that  assistance 
which  it  was  impossible  to  render  without  risking  the 
lives  of  the  few  who  had  got  into  the  boats.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  they  left  the" vessel  went  down,  and  all  on 
board,  numbering  about  170  human  beings,  perished. 
Alter  beating  about  for  some  hours,  the  captain,  first 
and  second  mates,  and  crew,  were  taken  up  by 
Captain  Cobb,  of  the  brig  Keuben  Carver.  The  haste 
in  wliich  they  were  compelled  to  leave  the  vessel 
rendered  it  impossible  for  them  to  save  any  property. 
I  A  letter   from    one    of  the  surviving  seamen  gives  an 
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appalling  picture  of  the  scene  on  board  when  the  vessel 
strufk  : — "  Some  were  upon  their  knees,  praying  for  the 
Lord  to  have  mercy  upon  them — some  were  crying, 
others  were  running,  catching  hold  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  begging  them  to  save  them,  telling  them  that  they 
were  uutit  to  die,  that  they  were  unprepared  to  meet 
their  God.  Some,  who  had  the  evening  previous  been 
boasting  of  their  infidelity,  were  the  first  upon  their 
knees,  and  loudest  in  their  cries  for  God  to  have  mercy 
upon  them.  It  now  seemed  evident  to  all  that  the  ship 
would  go  down  immediately.  Men,  who  before  this  had 
acted  their  part  nobly,  now  ceased  to  make  any  effort 
to  save  themselves  or  others.  Some  went  to  a  cask  of 
liquor  that  was  between  decks,  and  there  forgot  their 
dangers  and  troubles.  The  mate  and  myself  went 
be!ow  about  twelve  to  ascertain,  if  we  could,  the  amount 
of  water  in  the  ship.  It  was  then  but  little  above  the 
kelson,  much  less  than  was  expected.  •  We  informed 
them  on  deck  immediately,  which  seemed  to  encourage 
the  hope  that  the  ship  might  be  kept  afloat  until  some 
assistance  could  be  pi'ocured.  They  laboured  more 
earnestly  at  the  pumps,  and  all  who  were  willing  to 
work  were  kept  caulking  the  long  boat.  It  was  almost 
impossible,  in  fact,  to  get  them  to  work,  as  they  des- 
paired of  saving  themselves.  The  mate  and  myself 
again  went  to  the  hold  to  find  out  whether  the  water 
was  gaining,  and  found  that  there  were  seven  or  eight 
feet  of  water.  We  still  endeavoured  to  encourage  the 
passengers  to  work  at  the  pumps,  hoping  that  she  might 
be  kept  afloat  till  daylight.  At  daylight  we  looked 
after  the  boats,  and  found  that  the  quarter-boat  was 
stove.  The  mate,  not  being  aware  of  its  condition,  got 
into  it  and  attempted  to  bale  it,  but,  making  no  progress, 
he  was  finally  compelled  to  give  it  up.  He  then  got 
into  the  lifeboat,  not  daring  to  return  on  board  the 
sinking  ship,  which  was  at  this  time  rapidly  going 
down.  I  got  into  one  of  the  boats  that  was  stove,  and 
hauled  myself  along  by  a  rope  running  from  the  ship  to 
the  lifeboat,  into  which  I  got.  I  was  followed  by  John 
Best,  who  jumped  overboard  and  swam  to  the  boat, 
which  was  now  about  as  full  as  it  would  hold.  The 
spray  Avas  breaking  over  it.  The  captain  was  the  last 
who  got  into  the  lifeboat,  and  even  then  he  had  to  be 
urged  very  strongly  before  he  would  consent  to  leave 
the  vessel.  AVheu  the  passengers  saw  him  leave  the 
ship  they  knew  there  was  no  longer  any  hope,  and 
became  perfectly  frantic  with  despair,  screaming  and 
calling  wildly  for  that  assistance  which  it  was  impossible 
to  render  them.  As  soon  as  the  captain  left,  six  of  the 
crew,  who  still  remained  in  the  ship,  got  ready  the  long- 
boat, into  which  several  of  the  passengers  jumped 
indiscriminately.  I  never  saw  anything  in  my  life  so 
fearful.  Women  and  men  jumped  overboard  from  the 
after  part  of  the  vessel  near  where  the  boat  lay,  and 
many  were  drowned.  One  of  the  crew  who  was  in  the 
longboat  was  compelled,  with  a  hatchet,  to  keep  off  the 
passengers  who  were  crowding  into  the  boat,  and  who, 
if  allowed  to  enter  it,  would  undoubtedly  have  sunk  it. 
We  cut  our  boat  loose  from  the  vessel,  rigged  a  sort  of 
sail,  and  ran  before  the  wind.  The  longboat  followed 
immediately,  and  we  kept  company  for  a  short  distance, 
■when  we  separated,  but  still  kept  in  sight.  We  saw 
the  longboat  picked  up  between  two  and  three  hours 
after  she  left  the  vessel.  About  two  hours  later  we 
were  picked  up  by  the  Reuben  Carver,  Captain  Cobb. 
I  have  only  to  say  that  we  received  every  kindness  and 
attention  that  the  captain,  his  wife,  and  crew  could 
render  us." — As  none  of  the  papers  of  the  vessel  were 
saved  it  was  impossible  to  give  the  names  of  all  the 
passengers.  The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who 
were  known  to  the  sailors : — Mr.  Brooks  and  wife,  from 
England ;  Mr.  Luke  Steward  and  wife  and  two 
children,  also  from  Eugland.  They  were  accompanied 
by  a  married  daughter  and  her  husband,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  supposed  to  be  saved.  Mr.  Brown,  a  civil 
engineer,  wife,  and  three  sons;  Mr.  M'Clusky,  wife, 
and  eight  or  nine  children,  from  Ireland  ;  Ann  Martin. 
Joanna  Boes  or  Bores,  from  Kilkenny ;  Rose  and 
Patrick  Bryan  ;  Bridget  Donnelly,  supposed  to  have 
been  saved  ;  Sally  Archer  and  two  or  three  children  ; 
John  Bolan  ;  Luke  Cavanan;  Miller,  of  Edinburgh; 
Kiltee,  Doyle,  and  O'Brien,  from  Ireland  ;  Peto 
M'Donald ;  M.  Aime  Bonne,  a  Frenchman. 


The  Aurora  of  Hull  Foundered  at  Sea  on  the  20th  of 
May.     She  had  sailed  from  Hull  on  the  26th  of  April 
for  New  York,  with  a  crew  of  18  men  and  24  passengers. 
On   the  17th  May,  after   encountering   strong   adverse 
winds,  she  made  more  water  than  usual,  and  the  hands 
were  kept  constantly  at  the  pumps,  but,  although  the 
leak  increased,  no  cause  of  alarm  was  suspected  until,  on 
the  19th,  on  the  pumps  not  sucking,  the  mate  went  into 
the  hold  and  found  the  water  over  the  ground  tier  of 
casks.     The  ship  was  then  put  before  the  wind,  so  that 
both   pumps    could    be    worked,   and    the    passengers 
assisted  the  crew  in  pumping.     At  four  o'clock  on  the 
morning   of  the    20th,  the  ship  was  evidently  settling 
down  and  the  sea  making  a  complete  breach  over  her. 
Preparations  for  launching  the  boats  were  then  made, 
but  as  the  skiff  was  being  lowered  on  to  the  deck  a  sea 
broke  on  board,  dashed  the  boat  into  some  spars,  staved 
in    her     starboard      bilge,    and     made     her     useless. 
The     long      boat     was     also     unfortunate,     the      sea 
striking     it,     and     staving     in     two     planks     of     the 
larboard    bilge,     just    as    it    was    in    a    position    for 
launching.     All  hope  seemed  now  at  an   end,  but  by 
great  eft'orts  they  succeeded  in  launching  this  boat.     Six 
or  eight  of  the  crew  jumped  into  her  with  buckets,  and 
Tjegan  baling  her  out,  and  two  blankets  were  thrust  ovsr 
the  hole.     The  boat  was  then  made  fast  to  the  ship, 
and  the  master  and  some  more  of  the  crew  got  into  her, 
and  nailed  a  plank  over  the  leak,  which  began  to  abate. 
It  was  then  hauled  to  the  ship,  to  take  the  passengers  on 
board.     The   master   desired   the    quarter-boat    to    be 
lowered,  which  had  been  previously  cast  adrift,  and  R. 
Hesk,  W.  Guest  (seamen),  and  C.  Powson  (passenger) 
got  into  her,  but  they  had  only  one  oar,  and  the  boat 
was  unmanageable.     Oars   were  thrown  to  them  from 
the  ship  and  Irom  the  long-boat,  but  could  not  reach 
them.     Tlie  long-boat,  however,  was  made  fast  to  the 
ship,  but  a  sea  struck  her,  and  the  rope  was  broken  and 
the   long-boat   driven   off.     Owing  to  the   quantity   of 
water  in  her,  the  crew  were  unable  to  row  her  back  to 
the  ship,  and  whilst  they  were  baling  out  the  wate) 
those  in  the  ship  hoisted  a  signal  of  distress,  and  th-< 
ship  immediately  went  down  head- foremost,  taking  witl 
her  26  souls.     The  jolly-boat  was  lost  sight  of  durin' 
the  night.     On  Saturday,  the  21st  ult.,  the  crew  in  th 
long-boat  were  picked  up  by  the  Volusia,  M'Nab,  f 
Belfast,  from  Havannah  for  Greenock,  where  they  wee 
landed  safely.     The  names  of  those  saved  are  Josha 
Cherry,  master  :    Henry  Appleby,  first  mate ;   WilHfn 
White,  second  mate  ;    William  Hopper,  cook  ;    Geo?e 
Laud,    carpenter  ;    Thomas    Hall,    Henry    Pickerig, 
William  Wardale,  Robert  Simpson,   James  Andersn, 
all   able   seamen ;    Henry   Dennis  Alcock,   apprentie ; 
Samuel  Taylor,  ordinary  seaman;  Wm  Feaston,  pss- 
enger.      Those   drowned   are   John   Barker   and   »fe, 
Charles  Bushly  and  wife,  Charles  Spink,  wife,  and  wo 
children,  Geoi'ge  Drewery  and  wife,  Thos.  Batleyind 
wife,  Jane  Porson,  Mary  Coomer,  George  Hill,  Roert 
Pool,    Wm.    Parr,    Charles   Liddell,    wife,    and    iree 
children,    passengers  ;    William   Scholey,   steward   — 
Batchelor,  sailmaker ;  William  Mitchell  Reed,  apren- 
tice  ;  Richard  Fletcher,  ordinary  seaman. 

A  fatal    Boiler  Explosion  took   place   on   boat  the 
"  Times  "  steamer,   as  she  was  leaving  Dublin,  t  the 
26th  of  May,  with  a  large  number  of  passenge.     A 
number  of  poor  deck-passengers  had  gathered  n  the 
waist  of  the  ship  for  the  sake  of  the  wai-mth,  an  these 
were  all  dreadfully  scalded.     Two  children  died  rectly 
after,  and  ten  more  of  the  unfortunate  people  aftwards 
died  in  the  Dublin  hospitals.     At  an  inquest  oawo  of 
the   bodies,   the    Jury  found,    "that   the   cause  of  the 
bursting  of  the  boiler  is  to  be  attributed  to  te  gross     i 
neglect  of  James  llaig.  Government  Engineer  Sk^veyor,     | 
in  not  making  a  proper  inspection  of  the  boil  of  the     i 
said  steamer  in  April  last ;  and  we  consider  hi  highly 
culpable  in  not  giving  up  the  key  of  the  parlinentary 
safetvvalve  to  the   captain  of  the  vessel  at  tltime  ot 
his  last  inspection  in  April  last."     The  Coronc deemed     , 
this  verdict  tantamount  to  one  of  ",manslaug'er,"  and     ; 
he  issued  his  wai-rant  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Hi. 

Another  Boiler  Explosion  has  occurred  al^Shannoa 
Harbour,  on  board  a  screw  steamer  which  cfies  goods 
on  the  Grand  Canal.  The  engineer  was  ;alded  to 
d^ath,  and  the  fircmia  dan«erou>.lv  injured. 
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A  destructive  Fire  broke  out  on  Sunday  morning,  the  of  applying  the  public  money,  contributed  by  the  friends 
5th  inst.,  about  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  premises  of  the  '  of  secular  instruction,  in  however  small  a  fraction,  to 
Gutta  Percha  Company,  in  the  Wharf-road,  City-road.  ■  the  support  of  sectarian  schools,  while  all  participation 
The  premises  were  completely  secure  on  Saturday  night,  [  in  it  was  denied  to  schools  which  they  conscientiously 
and  on  Sunday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  Arthur  Greville,  1  preferred.  Lord  Granville  promised  that  their  case 
a  servant  of  the  company,  who  lives  in  an   adjoining  i  should  receive  every  consideration. 


cottage,  observed  smoke  issuing  from  the  basement 
story,  ard  gave  the  alarm.  The  engines  speedily  arrived, 
but  before  a  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained,  the 
adjoining  premises  of  Mr.  Gorton,  a  patent  fire-wood 
maker,  were  in  danger  of  destruction.  Two  barges 
moored  alongside  the  premises  took  fire,  and  were  burnt 


The  Duke  of  Northumberland  has  given  the  sum  of 
2000^.  towards  building  a  Neio  Church  in  the  Populous 
Parish  of  Isleworth.  He  has  also  offered  a  site  in  a 
most  eligible  situation.  The  endowment  will  be  provided 
out  of  the  vicarial  rent-charge  of  the  living  ;  the  present 
incumbent,    the     Reverend     Henry    Glossop,    having 


to  the  water's  edge.  Though  the  llegent's  Canal  is  at  i  liberally  volunteered  to  give  150/.  a  year  during  his 
this  point  120  feet  wide,  the  zinc-mills  and  a  Stafford-  [  incumbency,  and  the  Dean  and  Canons  of  Windsor,  as 
shire  warehouse  on  the  [opposite  side  caught  fire,  and  !  patrons,  having  agreed  to  set  apart  100/.  a  year  for  the 
were  'for  a  while  in  imminent  danger.  The  engines  |  purpose,  on  and  after  the  next  presentation. 
continued  playing  all  night,  and  the  fire  was  not  com-  i  A  New  Church  is  to  be  Erected  near  Portman  Square 
pletely  subdued  until  Monday  morning.     The  total  loss  |  Lord  Portman  has  granted  a  site  in  Calmell  Buildings 


is  estimated  at  100,000/, 

The  "  John  Melhuish,"  emigrant-ship,  from  London 
to  Sydney,  carrying  2-10  souls,  Narroivly  Escaped 
Destruction  by  Fire  on  her  voyage.  The  mate]  went 
into  the  hold  with  a  light,  and  presently  rushed  out 
with  his  clothes  burning,  exclaiming  that  the  ship  was 


for  4000/. — ^less  than  half  the  estimated  value  of  the 
ground.  At  a  preliminary  meeting  of  residents,  between 
1000/.  and  2000/.  was  subscribed. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  is  active  in  his  efforts  to 
Further  Art-education  in  the  Municipalities  of  the 
United  Kingdom.     On  the  7th  inst.  eighty  Mayors  and 


on  fire.  Mr.  Hayward,  a  passenger,  heroically  entered  i  Provosts  dined  at  the  Mansion-house ;  "the  Duke  of 
the  hold,  where  brandy  which  was  escaping  from  a  cask  !  Argyll  and  Earl  Granville  being  also  present.  This 
was  blazing ;  and  while  he  attempted  to  overpower  the  i  was  followed  by  a  conference  next  morning ;  when  Mr. 
flames  with  water,  he  held  his  thumb  to  a  hole  in  the  Henry  Cole  and  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair  explained  the  views 
cask  from  whence  the  brandy  was  flowing.  His  hair,  of  the  Government,  and  the  assistance  which  the  Board 
shirt,  and  clothes,  were  set  on  fire.  Mr.  Jenkins,'the  of  Trade  is  prepared  to  give, — maintaining  at  the  same 
master,  went  to  his  assistance,  and  eventually  the  fire  time  that  art-education" should  be  carried  out  entirely 
was  subdued.  The  mate  was  then  taken  into  custody  upon  the  self-supporting  princijile.  This  opinion  was 
for  feloniously  tapping  the  brandy-cask.  The  male  responded  to  with  striking  unanimity  by  the  Mayors  of 
passengers  presented  Mr.  Hayward  with  a  gold  watch  j  Liverpool,  Hull,  Newcastle,  Norwich,  Chester,  Leicester, 
and  ;chain,  and,  the  ladies  gave  a  gold  watch  to  the  {  Dublin,  and  by  the  Lord  Provosts  of  Edinburgh  and 
master,  for  their  admirable  conduct.  '  Glasgow.     The  opinion  of  the  conference  was  in  favour 

A  frightful  Accident  has  occurred  on  board  her  of  the  proposal,  now  before  the  country,  for  engrafting 
Majesty's  ship  London,  Captain  Hutton,  during  her  upon  the  present  system  of  primary  education,  tuition 
passage  from  Lisbon,  the  ship  at  the  time  being  in  tow  ;  in  the  elementary  principles  of  art  and  science.  In  the 
of  the  Imperieuse  screw  frigate.  The  tow-rope  from  the  \  evening  there  was  a  grand  conversazione  at  the  Mansion- 
Imperieuse  was  joined  to  the  London's  chain  messenger  ;  house,  attended  by  upwards  of  a  thousand  persons, 
on  the  lower  deck,  the  latter  being  made  fast  to  a  ring-  i  including  many  ladies.  A  splendid  array  of  educational 
bolt.  The  messenger  does  not  seem  to  have  been  pro-  !  apparatus,  sent  in  by  the  great  education  societies,  by 
perly  secured  to  the  bits,  and,  a  sudden  strain  taking  the  Master- General  of  the  Ortlnance,  by  the  publishers", 
place,  the  ringbolt  was  carried  away,  and  the  cable  flew 
round  with  tremendous  velocity  and  force,  killing  six 
men,  who  were  sitting  down  to  their  dinner  at  the  time 


and  Lieutenant  Chapman,  and  wounding  nine  others. 


and  by  the  Department  of  Practical  Science  and  Art, 
was  exhibited. 

A  meeting   for  the   Belief  of  Fugitive   Slaves    in 
Canada  was  held  on  the  7th  inst.,  at  Radley's  Hotel, 


The  force  with  which  the  chain-cable  flew  round  may  '  Bridge-street,  Blackfriars.  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
be  judged  from  the  fact  that,  striking  against  a  thick  j  presided.  There  were  present  Messrs.  Robert  Forster 
stanchion,  it  broke  it  in  half.     This  appalling   accident  i  Spicer,  Hornan  Fisher,  Wm.  Tyler,  L.  A.  Chamerovzow 


seems  to  have  arisen  from  want  of  due  precaution  in 
securing  the  chain  messenger. 


SOCIAL,  SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

Mr.  Combe  and  Mr.  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  and 
Mr.  Bastard,  of  Charlton  in  Dorsetshire,  had  an 
interview  on  the  6th  inst.  with  Lord  Granville,  the 
President  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on 
Education,  on  the  subject  of  Extending  Government 
Aid  to  Schools  Instituted  for  Secular  Instruction  to  the 
Children  of  the  Working  Classes,  as  well  as  to  schools 
in  which  this  instruction  is  combined  with  sectarian 
religious  teaching.  They  stated  that  they  were  not 
opposed  to  religious  instruction,  but  only  desired  that  it 
should  be  given  by  the  clergy,  or  by  persons  appointed 
by  them,  at  separate  hours,  and  that  the  common 
schoolmaster  should  teach  secular  knowledge,  and  its 
applications,  and  also  the  general  principles  of  morals, 
in  which  all  sects  are  agreed.  They  supported  their 
views  by  an  appeal  to  the  practice  and  successful 
experience  of  New  England,  of  the  Irish  Government 
schools  and  colleges,  of  the  Birkbeck  schools  in  London, 
and  of  the  secular  schools  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Leith,  and  Manchester,  in  all  of  which  places  the 
■working-classes  had  shown  that  they  appreciated  the 
secular  element  of  education  highly,  although  separated 


Rev.  J.  James,  J.  C.  Galloway,  and  Rev.  James 
Sherman.  The  Rev.  S.  R.  Ward,  delegate  from  the 
Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Canada,  made  a  very  interesting 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  fugitive  slaves  who 
have  escaped  to  Canada.  The  number  escaping  every 
year  was  not  less  than  3000,  and  is  constantly  increasing. 
The  majority  arrive  at  various  points  on  a  frontier  of 
700  miles  almost  destitute  of  clothing  and  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  The  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Canada 
afl'ords  them  temporary  relief,  until  they  pi-ocure  work, 
which  the}'  usually  do  within  a  week,  there  being  no 
case  on  record  in  which,  except  in  the  case  of  sickness, 
relief  had  to  be  extended  beyond  a  period  of  six  days 
after  their  arrival.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
heavy  claims  of  this  nature  upon  the  limited  means  of 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Canada,  the  committee  had 
delegated  Mr.  Ward  to  come  to  England  to  raise  a  fund, 
the  interest  of  which  might  be  devoted  to  this  special 
purpose.  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  expressed  his 
sympathy  with  the  object  of  Mr.  Ward's  mission,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  under  his  lordship  to  promote 
it.  It  was  determined  to  hold  a  public  meeting  at  the 
Freemason's  Tavern  at  an  early  day,  to  aflbrd  Mr. 
Ward  an  ojiportunity  of  making  a  public  statement^  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  fugitive  slave  in  Canada.  The 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury  having  consented  to  preside  on  that 
occasion,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements. 

The  one  hundred  and  third  anniversary  festival  of 
the  St.  Marylebone  Female  Charity  School  was  cele- 
brated on  the  8th  at  the  Freemason's  Tavern.     R.  E. 


from  sectarian  religion.     They  urged  also  the  injustice  !  Broughton,  Esq.,    the   magistrate,    presided,    and    was 
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supported  by  the  rector,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spry,  John 
AVhitmore,  Esq.  (churohwardpn),  Charles  Elliott,  Esq., 
A.  Daniell,  Esq.,  C.  George,  Esq.,  G.  S.  Spencer  Smith, 
iv;q.,  and  a  number  of  the  leading  and  influential 
members  of  the  present  vestry  and  ratepayers  of  Mary- 
lebone.  The  children,  13-J  in  number,  were  present  in 
the  gallery,  and  their  appearance  created  the  most  lively 
sympathy.  From  the  report,  it  appeared  that  this  was 
the  only  charity  school  in  the  wealthy  parish  of  Mary- 
lebone,  and  it  was  so  excellently  conducted  that  her 
IMajesty  the  Queen  had  taken  it  as  a  model  for  her  own 
school  at  Windsor.  Notwimstanding  this,  all  that  had 
been  raised  during  the  year  was  SOO/.,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  900^.  in  debt.  An  earnest  appeal,  therefore, 
t')  the  wealthy  inhabitants  of  Marylebone  was  requisite 
to  sustain  it,  or,  after  existing  for  103  years,  the  institu- 
tion must  fall.  "\Ve  regret  to  add  that  the  subscriptions 
were  by  no  means  adequate  either  to  the  excellence  of 
the  institution  or  worthy  of  the  most  wealthy  parish  in 
the  kingdom. 

A  Meetiny  of  Delegates  from  Vie  various  Literary, 
Scientijic,  and  Mechanics'  Institutions  in  Coimeciion 
with  the  Society  of  Arts,  was  held  at  the  Society's 
llooms  on  the  lOtli  inst. ;  the  delegates,  about  400  in 
number,  having  previously  gone  in  a  body  to  visit  the 
Crystal  Palace  at  Sydenham  by  invitation  of  the 
Directors.  At  the  meeting  Prince  Albert  presided.  In 
opening  the  proceedings  he  said  :  "  Three  years  have  now 
elapsed  since  this  society  last  distributed  its  medals,  and 
other  rewards  and  testimonials.  The  interruption  which 
has  taken  place  has  been  owing  to  the  Great  Exhibition 
of  1851,  the  excitement  it  produced,  and  the  large  share 
it  occupied  in  the  public  attention.  In  the  maturing  and 
carrying  out  of  that  Exhibition  this  society  took  a  most 
active  and  effective  part,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree 
with  me,  that  they  have  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of 
their  exertions.  During  that  space  of  time  great 
progress  has  been  made,  and  the  prizes  and  rewards 
that  will  be  distributed  tc-day  show  that  the  inventive 
genius  and  skill  of  the  people  of  this  country  are  making 
rapid  strides  to  ultimate  perfection.  Mr.  Solly  (the 
secretary)  read  the  report,  and  said  that  though  for 
three  years  the  society  had  not  distributed  prizes,  it 
had  done  more  than  ever  to  advance  the  arts  and  manu- 
factures of  the  country.  If  the  prizes  were  now  fewer, 
and  smaller,  it  was  because  the  altered  spirit  of  the 
times  rendered  such  encoui-agcment  less  needed."  Prince 
Albert  then  distributed  the  various  prizes,  after  which 
thanks  were  vottd  to  his  royal  highness. 

The  Camji  on  Chobham  Common,  formed  for  military 
duty  and  manoeuvres  on  a  great  scale,  was  occupied  on 
tiie  14th  inst.  bv  the  troops  for  whom  it  was  destined. 
The  force  assembled  is  from  8,000  to  10,000  strong.  It 
comprises  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  three  battalions  of 
Guards,  two  brigades  of  Infantry,  each  comprising 
three  regiments  ;  one  troop  of  Royal  Horse  Artillery, 
three  batteries  of  Horse  Artillery,  a  company  of  Sappers, 
and  a  Pontoon  train.  The  cavalry  is  composed  of  the 
1st  Life  Guards,  the  6th  Dragoon  Guards,  the  13th 
Light  Dragoons,  and  the  17th  Lancers,  commanded  by 
his  Royal  Higimcss  tlie  Duke  of  Cambridge.  Colonel 
H.  Bentinck  commands  the  battalions  of  the  Grenadier, 
Coldstream,  and  Scots  Fusilier  Guards.  Sir  De  Lacy 
Evans  commands  the  1st  Infantry  Brigade,  which  con- 
sists of  the  3Sth,  the  93rd,  and  the  2nd  battalion  of  the 
Rifle  Brigade.  Major-General  Fane  commands  the 
42nd,  the  60th,  and  the  9oth,  forming  the  2nd  Infantry 
Brigade.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Blonmfield  commands 
the  Royal  Artillery,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vicars  the 
Sappers  and  Miners,  and  Colonel  H.  D.  Jones  the 
Pontoon  train.  The  entire  Division  is  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Seaton,  Lieutenant-Colonel  B.  Wood 
being  Assistant-Adjutant-General,  and  Colonel  Torrens 
Assistant-Quartermaster-General. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  for  the  Amendment 
of  the  Law  was  held  on  the  l-Jtli,  Lord  Brougham  in 
tiie  chair.— The  report  for  the  past  year  stated  that  a 
conference  had  been  held  in  London,  in  November,  on  the 
assimilation  of  the  mercantde  law  ;  and  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  to  consider  tiie  whole  subject  having 
especial  reference  to  the  law  of  parnier.^hip.  The  Com- 
mittee on  tribunals  of  commerce  had  rejjorted  against 
them  ;  admitting,  at  the  same  time,  the  necessity  of  provi- 


ding for  the  settlement  of  commercial  disjiutes.  Resolu- 
tions condemnatory  of  the  present  system  of  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  had  been  ayreed  to,  but  the  subject  was  not  dis- 
posed of.  With  respect  to  the  law  of  landlord  and 
tenant,  the  Committee  recommended,  that  as  the  land- 
lord, in  the  absence  of  any  agreement  to  the  contrary, 
was  entitled  to  compensation  from  his  tenant  for  any 
injury  done  to  his  farm,  so  the  tenant  should  be  com- 
pensated for  any  improvements  he  might  make  :  there 
ought  also  to  be  a  special  tribunal  to  adjudicate  on  these 
claims  until  some  simple  rules  could  be  laid  down  in 
reference  to  them.  Of  new  members,  .50,  including  eight 
Members  of  Parliament,  had  joined  the  Society's  ranks 
during  the  past  year  ;  the  total  number  at  present  is  346. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  were  664/.,  and  the  expenses 
604/.  After  the  reading  of  the  report.  Lord  Wharncliife 
moved  a  resolution,  that  it  is  desirable  the  Legislature 
should  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of  the  Inns  of 
Court,  "  with  a  view  to  their  restoration  to  the  purposes 
for  which  thej-  were  originally  designed."  But  this  was 
held  to  east  a  censure  prematurely  on  an  honourable 
body ;  and  Mr.  Webster  carried  an  amendment,  simply 
expressing  an  opinion  that  the  Legislature  '•  should 
direct  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  and  revenue  of  the 
Inns  of  Court,  and  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
originally  founded." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Society  for  Pro- 
moting  the  Education  of  the  Poor  was  held  on  the  loth,  in 
the  Central  School-room,  Westminster.  The  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  presided.  The  report  stated  that  grants 
from  the  Queen's  Letter  Fund,  voted  in  previous  years, 
had  been  paid  for  aid  in  building  190  schools,  providing 
accommodation  for  23,799  children,  together  with  76 
teachers'  residences.  No  fewer  than  189  schools  had 
been  received  into  direct  union  with  the  Society  during 
the  past  year  ;  making  the  total  number  of  schools  now 
in  union  10,020.  The  last  paragraph  of  the  report  speaks 
of  the  disputed  question  respecting  the  use  of  the  Church 
Catechism.  "During  the  past  year  applications  have 
been  made  to  the  committee  from  several  quarters  to 
sanction  particular  interpretations  of  their  terms  of  union. 
The  committee  have  declined  to  do  so,  considering  that 
the  language  of  those  terms  is  sufhciently  clear  and 
intelligible,  and  that  the  principle  embodied  cannot  be 
mistaken.  With  respect  to  the  management  of  schools, 
the  committee,  having  no  power  to  interfere,  cannot 
undertake  either  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  terms 
of  union,  or  to  relax  the  obligation  incurred  by  accepting 
them.  These  questions  are  left  to  the  good  faith  of  the 
managers  of  schools  and  the  due  oversight  of  the  bishops 
of  the  church  ;  and  the  committee  have  full  confidence 
that  the  inanagers  of  schools  in  union  will  so  act  up  to 
the  conuitions  upon  which  they  have  received  aid  from 
the  Society  as  may  best,  under  God's  blessinir,  promote 
the  object  for  which  it  was  incorporated — '  the  education 
of  the  poor  in  the  principles  of  the  Established  Church.'  " 
— Lord  Pi-edesdale  moved,  and  Mr.  Beresford  Hope 
seconded,  a  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  ; 
not  to  stifle  discussion,  but  to  avoid  exciting  displays. 
Mr.  Archdeacon  Denison  opposed  the  motion.  Referring 
to  the  Catechism  dispute,  he  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
meeting  would  not  lie  under  the  stigma  of  having  raised 
a  great  question,  and  yet  refused  to  decide  upon  it.  He 
demanded  a  specific  declaration,  did  they  or  did  they  not 
approve  the  grants  made  to  schools  where  the  children  of 
Nonconformists  are  instructed  ?  Is  instruction  in  the 
Catechism  to  be  made  a  sine  qua  non  .■'  The  Reverend 
Downes  AVillis  supported  Mr.  Denison  ;  but  he  was 
opposed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keble,  the  Rev.  Canon  Trevor, 
the  Rev.  Prebendary  Oxenham,  and  the  Bishop  of 
London.  Mr.  Keble  stated  that  he  had  presented  a 
memorial  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
committee  respecting  the  mode  of  teaching  the  Liturgy 
and  Catechism  in  the  schools  in  union  with  the  Society, 
and  suggesting  inquirj'.  That  inquiry  had  been  made, 
and  the  committee  reported  that  the  terms  of  the  union 
had,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  faithfully  observed. 
He  was  satisfied  with  that  rejjort.  They  were  about  to 
submit  the  documents  on  which  that  report  was  founded, 
and  he  thought  that  time  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
Society  to  examine  them.  This  was  the  general  argu- 
ment on  that  side.  The  Bishop  of  London  pointed  out 
that  it  is  not  competent  to  the  annual  meeting  or  to  the 
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body  of  the  Society  to  direct  the  committee.  He  de- 
precated these  discussions.  It  was  finally  resolved,  by 
about  twenty  to  one,  to  adjourn  the  meeting  ;  and  so  the 
proceedings  ended. 

The  Board  of  Trade  ReUirfis  of  imports,  exports,  and 
shipping,  for  the  month  and  four  months  ending  on  the 
5th  of  May,  present  highly  important  and  satisfactory 
results.  The  comparison  of  the  month  with  the  corres- 
ponding month  of  1832,  which  in  the  last  table  showed 
an  increase  of  exports  touching  upon  1,-500,000^.,  now 
shows  an  increase  of  more  than  2,300,000/.,  equal  to 
nearly  4-5  per  cent.  The  total  exports  of  the  month  are 
7,578,910;.  For  the  four  months  the  agsre^ate  totals  are 
21,844,663;.  in  1852,  and  27,970,6.33;.  iii"l853,  and  an  in- 
crease of  6,125,970;.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  each 
month  of  the  present  year,  the  lowest  being  that  in  the 
month  ending  on  the  5th  of  March,  which  was  a  little 
over  919,000;.  The  list  of  the  thirty-one  principal 
articles  of  export  shows  an  increase  under  every  head, 
with  the  exception  of  sheeps'  wool  and  woollen  yarn,  the 
former  decrease  being  evidently  due  to  the  increased 
demand  in  our  own  country.  The  table  of  imports 
exhibits  the  same  affluence.  The  import  of  wheat  for 
the  month  has  advanced  from  220,791  quarters  to 
343,277  quarters ;  other  descriptions  of  grain,  from 
174,666  to  226,261  quarters ;  Indian  corn,  from  122,321 
to  174,128  quarters  ;  flour  and  meal,  from  416,002  to 
535,939  cwt.  ;  the  quantities  imported  being  the  same  as 
those  taken  for  home  consumption.  Some  items  of  in- 
crease arc  still  more  striking  ;  of  butter  and  cheese,  for 
example,  the  import  has  increased  from  50,000  cwt.  to 
65,000  cwt.;  bacon,  pork,  lard,  &e.,  from  37,000  to 
101,000  cwt. ;  animals,  from  8,130  head  to  22,072.  The 
increase  in  coffee,  sugar,  rice,  spirits,  and  tobacco  taken 
for  home  consumption  has  also  been  considerable.  The 
only  decrease  worth  notice  is  that  under  the  head  of  tea, 
of  which  the  home  consumption  in  the  month  under 
consideration  was  checked  by  the  anticipation  of  the 
reduction  of  the  duty.  In  regard  to  the  importation  of 
raw  materials,  that  of  cotton  has  increased  from  971,130 
cwt.  to  1,073,068  cwt.  Wool  from  4,2o0,2801b.,  to 
7,575,8091b.  ;  our  trade  still  demanding  supplies  which 
check  the  export.  The  shipping  shows  an  increase 
under  every  head  of  the  coasting  and  foreign  trade, 
outwards  and  inwards,  except  that  tlie  vessels 
entered  inwards  for  the  month  were  slightly  on  the 
decrease. 

The  movement  among  the  operatives  for  Increase  of 
Wages  is  spreading  throughout  the  country.  Twenty 
thousand  operatives  in  the  cotton-factories  of  Stockport 
have  struck  for  an  increase  of  6  per  cent,  on  their  pay. 
Eight  or  ten  of  the  employers  soon  yielded  their  assent ; 
but  the  greatest  establishments,  while  they  were  willing 
to  advance  the  pay  of  spinners,  declared  that  the 
weavers  were  already  remunerated  above  the  ordinarj' 
rates  of  the  district,  and  therefore  they  would  make  no 
advance  in  their  case.  The  Manchester  Police  have 
demanded  higher  pay.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
men  have  given  notices  of  resignation  unless  their  wages 
are  increased.  The  workmen  engaged  in  the  glass  bottle 
manufactories  on  the  Tyne  and  Wear  have  demanded 
an  advance  of  is.  a  week  to  all  hands  ;  the  masters 
offer  2s.  a  week.  The  operatives  in  the  Llynvi  Iron- 
works, Maesteg,  have  now  been  on  strike  for  some  time, 
and  there  seems  little  prospect  of  an  accommodation 
between  them  and  the  Company.  The  men  meet  on 
the  mountain  daily  ;  but  not  the  slightest  disorder  is 
permitted — no  one  is  allowed  to  attend  the  meeting 
with  even  a  walking-stick.  The  workmen  at  neigh- 
bouring places  contribute  largely  to  the  support  of  the 
turn-outs.  Throughout  South  Wales  nearly  all  kinds 
of  workmen  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  advance  of 
wages ;  but  in  a  few  instances  the  masters  have  resisted 
their  demands,  and  the  men  are  idle. 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  has  given  his  Testimony 
ill  Favour  of  Mesmerism.  Dr.  Whateley  lately  presided 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Mesmeric  Association,  when 
he  observed  "  that  he  was  aware  he  had  placed  himself 
in  a  position  which  would  draw  upon  him  much  of 
obloquy  and  ridicule,  but  he  believed  that  he  had 
shoulders  broad  enough  to  bear  it."  He  also  observed, 
"that  he  was  a  living  monument  of  the  truth  of 
mesmerism,   having   suffered  severely  for  many  years 


from  'heumatism.  When  the  doctors  had  done  their 
best  or  worst,  as  the  case  might  be,  he  was  advised  to 
have  recourse  to  mesmerism  as  a  last  resouixe.  In  the 
course  of  one  week  he  was  perfectly  cured,  and  has 
never  since  experienced  any  severe  return  of  the 
complaint." 
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The  Queen  and  Royal  family  left  Osborne,  and 
returned  to  Buckingham-palace  on  the  27th  May. 

The  Duke  of  Genoa,  brother  to  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
arrived  in  London  on  the  31st  ult.,  on  a  visit  to  the 
Queen.     He  had  previously  visited  Paris. 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Hanover  arrived  on  the  16th 
inst.,  on  a  visit  to  Her  Majesty. 

Her  Majesty  has  signified  her  intention  to  cause  a 
donation  of  200/.  to  be  made  to  the  fund  for  the  erection 
of  the  colossal  statue  of  Pi,ichard  Coour  do  Lion,  by  Baron 
Marochetti,  in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  metropolis,  and 
Prince  Albert  has  announced  his  intention  to  contribute 
lOO;.  to  the  same  object. 

The  Oxford^''  Commemoration"  as  it  is  called,  on  the 
breaking  up  of  the  universitj'  for  the  vacation,  was  held 
on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  inst.  The  Earl  of  Derby  was 
installed  as  Chancellor  of  the  university,  Vi'ith  tlie  usual 
ceremonies,  and  a  number  of  persons,  including  the 
chief  members  of  the  late  government,  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Civil  Law.  There  were  the  accus- 
tomed dinners,  balls,  and  other  gaieties. 

An  American  gentleman,  Mr.  Vanderbilt  of  New 
York,  has  arrived  in  England  in  a  Monster  Steam-  Yacht 
belonging  to  himself,  which  is  at  present  an  object  of 
general  curiosity.  The  present  is  her  first  voyage,  which 
she  performed,  from  New  York  to  Southampton,  in  ten 
days,  eight  hours,  and  forty  minutes.  She  is  of  2000 
tons  burden,  and  her  dimensions  are — length  of  keel, 
260  feet;  length  of  spar-deck,  270  feet;  beam,  38  feet. 
The  cylinders  are  sixty  inches  diameter,  with  ten  feet 
stroke,  and  the  paddle-wheels  34  feet  in  diameter.  The 
stearii  is  generated  in  four  boilers,  each  twenty-four  feet 
long  and  ten  feet  diameter,  with  single  return  flues. 
Her  cabins  and  interior  arrangements  are  of  the  most 
commodious  and  elegant  description.  The  North  Star 
is  of  larger  tonnage  and  greater  power  than  the  Victoria 
and  Albert  Royal  yacht.  She  cost  500,000  dols.,  and 
her  weekly  expenses  are  about  350;.,  exclusive  of  fuel. 
The  crew  consists  of  nearly  100  men,  including  officers, 
seamen,  engineers,  firemen,  &c.  During  one  twenty- 
four  hours  the  log  shows  that  she  ran  344  miles.  Her 
consumption  of  coals  has  been  500  tons. 

Sir  John  Key  has  been  elected  Chamberlain  for  the 
City  of  London.  His  competitor  was  Mr.  Benjamin 
Scott. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  has  appointed  Nelson  Ward,  the 
son  of  Horatia  the  daughter  of  Nelson,  to  a  vacancy  in 
the  Registrar's  Office. 

The  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  the  oldest 
in  the  United  States,  has  elected  a  number  of  British 
artists  honorary  members;  among  them,  Sir  Charles 
Eastlake,  Mr.  Copley  Fielding,  Mr.  J.  P.  Knight,  Mr. 
Maclise,  Sir  Edwin  Landseer,  and  Mr.  Stanfield; 
Mr.  Ruskin  has  also  been  elected. 

The  Princess,  Carola  Wasa,  whose  hand  was  sought 
by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  was  married  at  Dresden, 
on  the  18th  inst.,  to  Prince  Albert,  of  Saxony. 


Vice-Admik.^l  of  the  Red  Sib  Francis  Ma.son,  K.C.B., 
died  at  Eastbounio  on  the  27th  ult.,  aged  seventj'-four. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Francis  Fuller,  C.B.,  an  old  and  distin- 
guished officer,  died  on  the  ,2Sth  ult.,  at  Greenwich,  aged 
sixty-two. 

The  Earl  of  Ducie  died  on  the  2nd  inst.,  at  Tortworth  Park, 
Gloucestershire,  iu  the  fifty-seooud  year  of  his  ago. 

Sir  Charles  Abraham  Elton,  Bart.,  died  on  the2ud  inst., 
at  Bath,  iu  the  seventy -fifth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the 
author  of  several  poems,"  tales,  and  translations. 

Sir  John  Hope,  Bart.,  M.P.,  died  iu  Loudon  on  the  5th  inst. 

General  Lord  Dacre  died  on  the  2ud  inst.,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cottle  died  on  the  7th  inst,  at  his  residence, 
Firfleld   House,    Knowle,    near   Bristol,   in  his  eighty-fourth 


142 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAEEATIVE. 


[June,  1S53 


year.  Many  no  donbt  are  familiar  with  his  name  as  the  early 
Irieud  of  Coleridge,  Wordsworth,  and  Soiithey. 

General  Howard  Vyse  ilied  at  Stoke  Court,  near  Windsor, 
on  the  Sth  inst.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

Mr.  JaiiIe.s  Harmeb,  of  Ingress  Abbey,  Greenhithe,  Kent, 
well  known  as  Mr.  Alderman  Harmer,  died  on  the  12th  inst., 
at  Cricklewood,  in  Middlesex,  in  the  seventy -seventh  year  of 
liis  age. 


Count  Francis  Stadion  died  at  Vienna  on  the  9th  inst.,  of 
a  paralytic  affection,  brought  on  by  the  excessive  anxiety  and 
fatigue  which,  as  Minister  of  the  Home  Department,  he  under- 
went in  tlie  year  1S48. 

Mr.  Maurice  O'Connei.l,  M.P.,  the  eldest  sou  of  the  late 
Daniel  O'Comiell,  died  suddeidy  on  the  18th  inst. 

The  Marquis  op  Huntly  died  on  the  ITth  inst.,  in  his 
ninety-second  year. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  brings  advices  from  Bombay  to 
the  '2.3rd  of  May.  The  most  important  article  of 
intelligence  is,  that  the  Nizam  had  consented  to  cede 
Berar  to  the  British  government,  in  lieu  of  his  debt  and 
annual  payment.  Berar  is  an  extensive  tract  of 
country,  and  the  great  cotton  district  of  India. 

The  accounts  from  Hong-Kong  are  to  the  22nJ  of 
April.  The  city  of  Nankin  is  reported  to  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  The  British  authorities 
at  Shanghae  had  declined  .to  lend  any  assistance  in  the 
defence  of  Nankin,  or  to  take  any  part  in  the  war 
except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
British  property. 

The  intelligence  from  Jamaica  is  of  an  unpleasant 
character.  The  governor  and  the  colonial  legislature 
are  in  a  state  of  hostility.  On  the  17th  of  May  he 
opened  the  session  with  a  speech  to  both  houses.  He 
pointed  out  that  by  the  lapse  of  the  revenue  bills,  and 
the  want  of  provision  for  the  expenses  of  government, 
the  demands  on  the  treasury,  if  the  present  state  of 
things  continue  to  the  10th  October,  will  amount  to 
100,000;.  ;  that  only  some  20,000^.  would  be  forthcoming 
to  meet  legitimate  demands ;  and  that  therefore  the 
remaining  80,000/.  would  form  an  augmentation  of  the 
debt  of  the  island.  But  as  some  of  the  creditors 
could  not  wait  for  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims,  he 
intended  to  discharge  the  female  convicts— then  the 
male  convicts — and  dismiss  the  police  ;  as  it  was  a  delu- 
sion to  suppose  that  the  governor  has  authority  to 
resort  to  the  Commissariat  or  Imperial  Government  for 
assistance.  He  stated,  that  in  one  week  not  less  than 
11,000/.  had  been  lost  .to  the  revenue  by  the  lapse  of 
the  Import  and  Rum  Duties  Act;  and  he  strongly 
reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly  in  attempting, 
under  cover  of  providing  for  the  principal  supplies,  so 
to  appropriate  its  grants  as  to  defeat  former  permanent 
appropriations.  He  concluded  with  these  recommenda- 
tions—  "Therefore,  whensoever  and  in  whatsoever 
manner  opportunity  and  leisure  may  be  found  or 
created,  I  recommend  that  your  attention  should  be 
given,  first,  to  a  regulation  of  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
establishments,  by  reductions  which  shall  either  be 
prospective  or  shall  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  a  fair 
and  moderate  compensation  for  existing  interests  ; 
secondly,  to  the  provision  of  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
payment  of  the  reduced  establishments ;  thirdly,  to  the 
enabling  of  the  governor,  for  the  time  being,  to  employ 
ministerial  officers,  holding  seats  in  the  Assembly,  to 
bring  forward  Government  measures  ia  that  House." 

The  advices  from  Canada  give  accounts  of  serious  riots 
at  Quebec  and  Montreal,  in  consequence  of  Father 
Gavazzi's  lectures  upon  the  abuses  of  the  Church  of 
Rome.  At  Quebec  the  disturbance  terminated  with- 
out fatal  results.  A  violent  attack  was  made  upon  the 
chapel  in  which  he  was  lecturing  by  a  mob  assembled 
outside,  who  burst  into  tlyi  chapel  and  attempted  to 
force  their  way  to  the  pulpit ;  but  he  was  protected  by 
a  body  of  police  till  the  arrival  of  the  military,  by  whom 
he  was  safely  escorted  to  his  hotel.  At  Montreal  the 
riot  was  unfortunately  attended  with  bloodshed.  The 
disturbance  began  by  a  conflict  within  the  chapel  in 
•which  Gavazzi  was  lecturing,  between  the  rioters  and 
the  police,  in  which  several  persons  were  severely 
injured.  When  the  lecture  was  concluded,  and  the 
people  were  leaving  the  chapel,  another  collision  took 
place  with  the  military,  who  had  been  called  in.     It 


appears  that  they  were  compelled,  in  self-defence  to 
fire,  and  the  consequence  was  that  seven  persons  were 
killed  on  the  spot,  six  mortally  wounded,  and  ten  more 
seriously  injured.  Great  excitement  prevailed  at  the 
date  of  the  accounts. 


PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND   COLONISATION. 

The  Female  Colonisation  Society  has  received  from 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New  South  Wales  a  grant 
of  10,000/.  to  promote  emigration.  One  of  the  objects 
of  this  Society  is  to  help  emigrants  (by  a  judicious 
system  of  loans)  to  pay  the  cost  of  their  passage.  The 
society  was  established  in  May,  1850,  and  up  to  July, 
18-52,  it  sent  out  seven  ships,  with  a  total  of  1,221  adults, 
505  children,  and  68  infants  ;  the  total  advances  to  whom 
were  3,272/.  10s.  9</. ;  since  then,  owing  to  resolutions  of 
the  committee,  only  11  families  were  sent  out,  at  a  cost 
of  158/.  to  the  society,  and  above  9,000/.  was  received  in 
remittances  from  Australia,  by  means  of  which  289 
persons  have  gone  out,  or  are  about  to  sail.  The  society's 
books  show  a  balance  of  3,060/.  The  donations  since  its 
establishment  amount  to  8,442/.,  of  which  3,820/.  has 
been  lent  to  2,237  individuals.  The  report  adds,  that 
although  the  loans  are  for  two  years  Irom  the  day  of 
landing,  612/.  16s.  Q>d.  has  been  already  returned,  and 
155/.  more  has  been  advised,  and  other  sums  are  doubt- 
less in  course  of  transmission.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  with  the  grant  of  10,000/.  the  society  met 
on  the  7th  inst.,  to  determine  on  future  operations.  Mr. 
S.  Herbert  presided.  Lord  Shaftesbury,  Messrs.  R. 
Lowe,  M.P.,  S.  Donaldson,  Chance  of  Birmingham, 
Mrs.  Chisholm,  and  Count  Streletzki  were  present. 
Mrs.  Chisholm  stated  that  the  operations  had  extended 
beyond  the  powers  of  any  committee,  actuated  by 
benevolence,  to  manage ;  and  after  some  discussion,  it 
was  arranged  to  re-constitute  the  working  of  the  society, 
and  to  appoint  a  paid  secretary.  The  office  expenses  are 
to  (be  defrayed  from  the  balance  of  3,060/.,  and  the 
colonial  grant  is  to  be  strictly  applied  to  the  "assisted 
passages."  Mrs.  Chisholm  stated  that  on  her  lists  there 
are  300  adults  ready  with  15/.  each,  out  of  the  20/. 
required  for  the  voyage  ;  150  with  12/.,  and  600  with  61. 
each,  showing  how  economically  the  funds  can  be 
administered.  By  advancing  5/.  to  each  individual, 
1,000/.  would  enable  200  persons  to  emigrate,  and  a  new 
act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  provides  stringently  for 
the  recovery  of  the  loans.— A  very  large  emigration  still 
continues  from  various  districts  in  the  south  of  Wales. 
Large  bodies  of  Mormonites,  principally  from  Carmar- 
thenshire and  Glamorgan,  still  continue  to  leave  their 
native  land  for  the  banks  of  the  Salt  Lake.  Labour  is 
now  scarce  in  most  parts  of  Wales. 

The  Female  Emigration  Fund,  established  under  Mr. 
Sydney  Herbert's  presidency,  has  determined  on  very 
widely  extending  its  scale  of  operations.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  this  fund  was  established  in  the  winter 
of  1849,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  assistance  to  dis- 
tressed London  needlewomen  who  were  desirous  to 
emigrate.  Upwards  of  1,200  of  this  class  have  been  sent 
out  to  the  colonies,  and  24,000/.  has  been  usefully 
expended  in  the  work  of  emigration  upon  this  plan.  It 
is  now  found  that  the  class  for  whom  the  advantages 
of  the  fund  were  originally  intended  are  better  employed, 
and  consequently  less  desirous  to  emigrate.  At  the  same 
time,  the  funds  of  the  Association  are  at  so  low  an  ebb, 
that  it  appears  impossible  to  continue  any  system  of  free 
emigration  on  a  scale  sufficiently  large  to  be  generally 


beneficial.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  has  been 
resolved  by  the  committee  that  no  more  free  passages  for 
emigrants  should  be  offered,  but  that  the  advantages  of 
the  fund  should  be  extended  to  any  females  desirous  to 
emigrate,  without  distinction  of  age,  residence,  or  occu- 
pation, xipon  a  payment  of  22^.  for  each  emigrant,  being 
nearly  10'.  less  than  the  present  rate  of  charge  for  inter- 
mediate passengers,  found  with  stores,  bed,  bedding, 
mess-utensils,  and  all  the  other  equipments  furnished 
by  this  Society.  The  emigrants  going  out  under  the 
protection  of  this  Society  ■will  thus  have  a  great  pecuniary 
boon  conferred  on  them,  as  well  as  other  considerable 


advantages.  Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  with 
Messrs.  Green  and  Co.,  at  Blackwall,  for  the  emigration 
of  these  parties  in  their  first-class  London  ships,  and  the 
emigrants  will  be  received  into  the  Emigrants'  Home, 
in  London,  prior  to  embarkation.  During  the  voyage, 
they  will  be  placed  under  the  care  of  an  experienced 
surgeon  and  matron,  and  upon  their  arrival  in  the  colony 
they  will  have  all  the  advantages  of  the  Government 
Home,  and  the  Immigration  Inspector's  experience  and 
counsel.  The  first  party  of  emigrants  on  this  system 
arc  to  be  despatched  in  a  first-class  ship  at  the  latter  end 
of  July. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  intelligence  from  Constantinople  respecting  the 
dispute  with  Russia,  continues  to  be  uncertain  and  con- 
tradictory. The  diplomatic  negociations  have  been 
broken  off  by  the  departure  of  Prince  Menschikoff  from 
Constantinople ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  has  rejected  the  proffered  mediation  of  England, 
Austria,  Prussia  and  France.  No  hostile  movement 
had  been  made  by  Russia  at  the  date  of  the  last 
accounts,  but  the  Turks  are  actively  mustering  their 
forces  to  meet  the  Russians  should  they  cross  the  Pruth. 
On  the  13th  inst.  the  English  fleet  anchored  in  Besika 


Bay,   near  the  straits  of  the  Dardanelles,  where   the 
French  fleet  was  also  expected. 


The  advices  from  Nero  York  to  the  11th  inst.  are  of 
no  political  importance.  The  Earl  of  Ellesmere  and 
the  English  commissioners  to  the  New  York  Exhibi- 
tion arrived  there  on  the  10th.  Each  commissioner 
has  a  separate  mission,  and  the  general  scope  of  their 
inquiries  will  comprise  the  industrial  resources  of  the 
United  States. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


The  past  month  has  been  singularly  barren  of  publi- 
cations having  any  marked  character  or  special  interest, 
and  even  the  number  of  miscellaneous  books  and 
pamphlets  has  been  greatly  less  than  it  usually  is  at  this 
season  of  the  year. 

Mr.  George  Finlay  has  completed  a  History  of  the 
Byzantine  Empire,  or  rather  of  that  instructive  period 
of  it,  comprised  between  71C  and  10.57,  in  a  single  octavo 
volume  which  appears  opportunely.  Mr.  Arthur  Mar- 
tineau  has,  in  a  smaller  volume,  sketched  Church 
History  in  England  to  the  Reformation.  In  a  curious 
volume  filled  with  that  kind  of  laborious  and  very 
valuable,  though  rather  clumsy  original  investigation, 
so  much  less  common  now  than  in  the  last  century,  Mr. 
Beale  Poste  has  given  us  Britannic  Researches,  or 
New  Facts  and  RectiJicatio7is  of  Ancient  British 
History.  His  eminence  the  Cardinal  Wiseman  has  col- 
lected, in  three  goodly  octavos,  his  Essays  on  Various 
Subjects.  Mr.  'Thackeray  has  collected,  and  annotated, 
his  lectures  on  the  English  Humourists  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century.  Doctor  Vaughan  has  re-written,  with  large 
additions,  his  memoir  of  the  Life  of  Wycliffe.  Mr. 
John  Allen  has  expounded  his  views  of  nonconformity, 
and  his  objection  to  ecclesiastical  establishments,  ma  large 
octavo  entitled  State  Churches  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ.  Miss  Costello  has  written  a  Memoir  of  Mary 
the  Young  Duchess  of  Burgundy  atid  her  Contempo- 
raries. Mr.  Francis,  who  has  already  given  us  the 
romance  of  the  Bank  and  the  Stock  JExchange,  now 
entertains  us  with  his  Chronicles  of  Life  Assurance. 
A  new  volume  of  D'Aubigne's  History  of  the  Refor- 
mation has  appeared  simultaneously  in  English  and 
French,  of  which  the  special  subject  is  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Reformation  in  England.  Mr. 
Edward  Strachey  has  discussed,  with  reference  to  recent 
disquisitions  and  discoveries,  Hebrew  Politics  in  the 
times  of  Sargon  and  Sennacherib.  And  there  has  been 
collected  into  one  large  volume,  without  abridgment, 
all  those  Contributions  to  the  Edinburgh  Review  by 
Francis  Jeffrey,  which  formerly  filled  four  octavos. 

When  to  these  have  been  added  a  few  books  of  travel, 
and  two  or  three  of  poetry  and  poetical  criticism,  all 
the  literature  of  the  month  will  have  been  mentioned 
that  may  fairly  claim  notice  in  our  narrative. 

Mr.  Dyee  has  contributed  to  recent  discussions  on  the 
test  of  our  great   dramatic  poet,  A  Few    Words  aboitt 


Shakespeare.  Mr.  Collier  has  sent  forth,  with  some 
enlargement,  and  a  not  very  judicious  adherence  to  the 
most  obviously  hazardous  "corrections,'"  anew  edition  of 
his  manuscript-corrector's  Notes  and  Emendations.  A 
new  rhymed  version  of  Tasso's  Jerusalem  Delivered 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Alexander  Cuningham  Robertson. 
Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Ly  tton  has  published  several  original 
poems  in  the  third  volume  of  his  collected  Poetical  and 
Dramatic  Works.  Mr.  Bode,  late  student  of  Christ- 
church,  has  turned  into  spirited  verse  several  of  the 
early  and  delightful  traditions  of  the  Father  of  History, 
to  which  he  gives  the  name  of  Ballads  from  Herodotus. 
Little  volumes  entitled  Poems  have  also  been  published 
by  Mr.  Archer  Gurney,  and  (once  a  formidable  name  in 
poetical  literature)  Mr.  John  Dennis.  To  turn  from  the 
poets  to  the  travellers,  Mr.  Palliser's  Solitary  Rambles 
and  Adventures  of  a  Hu7iter  in  the  Prairies  takes  us  to 
the  least  frequented  scene,  and  entertains  us  with  more 
dangerous  encounters  than  any  since  Mr.  Cumming 
Bruce's.  Commander  Inglefield  carries  us  on  one 
more  Stimmer  Search  for  Sir  John  Franklin.  Mr. 
Cayley  takes  us  into  Spain,  and  from  his  Saddle-bags 
(Las  Alforjas,  such  is  the  title  of  his  volumes)  empties 
out  upon  us  his  observations  on  the  country  and  people 
there.  An  underground  traveller  has  explored  Our 
Coal  and  our  Coal- Pits.  Colonel  Churchill  has  described 
Mou7it  Lebanon  for  us  in  three  good-sized  octavos, 
which  contain  the  results  of  a  ten  years'  residence 
among  the  tribes,  from  1842  to  last  year.  Finally  we 
have  to  mention  Mr.  John  Barrow's  Tour  on  the 
Continent  in  1852,  and  Miss  Selina  Banbury's  Life 
in  Sweden  loith  Excursions  in  Norway  and  Deninark. 
The  subjectof  India  still  gives  occasion  for  innumerable 
pamphlets,  the  most  striking  of  which,  since  our  last 
publication,  have  been  Mr.  Clark  Marsham's  Letter  to 
Mr.  Bright;  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  of  the 
Tracts  on  India  Reform ;  a  criticism  by  a  native  on 
The  Civil  Administration  of  the  Bombay  Presidency ; 
a  review  by  Mr.  Kerr,  of  Public  Instruction  in  the 
Bengal  Presidency  from  1835  to  1851 ;  and  a  larger 
treatise,  by  Major  Hough,  on  India  as  it  Ought  to  Be. 
The  spirited  writer  on  the  Morality  of  Public  Men  has 
again  discoursed  on  the  same  theme,  enriched  as  it  has 
been  by  several  illustrations  "  since  his  last;  "  and  the 
Registration  of  Assurances  Bill  has  called  forth  several 
letters  both  for  and  against  the  ministerial  scheme. 
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COMMEECIAL    KECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
BulHou  in  Bank  of  England  on  ISth  inst.,  £18,635,826. 


LATEST   LONDON   PRICES. 


Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9 
Do.,  dust,  „         3  16    0 


Silver  bars,  per  oz. 

Mexican  dollars,       , , 


r,    11 
•1  Hi 


Latest  Compakative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris 0-4Sprem. 

Hamburgh  012     ,, 


New  York 0'05  disct. 


STOCKS. 

nijhest. 

Lowest, 

Latest. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents.  . . 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  ISUO 

Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent 

Excbefjuer  Bills,  June  

m 

991 
102i 

HI 
230 
S.s\  pm. 
33.«.pm. 

981 
98i 
101 

228 

par. 

2-5s.pm. 

m-i 

991 
102-2i 

229i 

2s.to5s.p 
pm. 

India  Bonds 

Paid 


100 
all 
100 
all 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blaekwall    

Caledonian  

Eastern  Counties  . . 
Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 
York,  Newc. ,  &  Ber. 
&  York  &  N.  Midld. 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

105i 

103 

104-5 

n 

81 

81-9 

69i 

661 

661 

134 

121 

13i 

72 

69 

72 

112 

110 

110-12 

90 

S5 

86-7i 

91i 

S7i 

89} 

SOi 

77i 

70} 

1181 

114 

115i-16 

90i 

88i 

90-i 

751 

71i 

72i 

76 

70| 

71} 

72i- 

6Si 

69-70i ) 

65 

59 

60-1     1 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  \. 


£245,377 
27,788 
221,362 
377,449 
93,294 
107,800 
352,508 
451,841 
434,625 

1,035,557 
256,114 
557,223 
348,372 

552,325 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazili.au  5  per  cent. ,  100 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  104 
Danish  2^  per  cent.,  85 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific.,  96} 
French  3  per  cent., 
French  4  per  cent. , 
French  4i  per  cent.,  102f.  50c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent. ,  28i 
Peruvian  3  p.  cent,  defd.,  59 
Portuguese  4  per  cent. ,  39| 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  llOj 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  48i-} 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  94}-5i- 


Railways. 

East  Belgian  Juuct.  }  to  1  i  pm. 
Gd.  Junct.of  France,ltolipm. 
Luxembourg.  6}  to  7i 
Northern  of  France,  35} 
Norwegi.an  Ti"unk  Pref.  85  to  9 
Paris  and  Orleans,  41  to  4:5 
Paris  and  Lyons,  16  to  16jpm. 
Paris  and  Rouen,  39  to  41 
P.aris  and  Strasbourg,  36  to  36^ 
Rouen  aud  Havre,  IS  to  IO2 
South  of  France,  4  to  5  pm. 
West  Flanders,  4  to  5 
West  of  France,  84-}  pm. 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australasian    par. 

Australian    3  to  3^ 

Do.  Cordillera par. 

Do.  Freehold i  dis. 

Brit.  Australian i  pm. 

Colonial  Gold Ig  to  1  i  ,, 

Lake  Bathurst i  to  i  dis. 

Port  Philip    4  prem. 

South  Australian   par. 

Railways. 
East  Indian  . .  5i  to  5}  prem. 

Upper  India i  ,, 

lud.  Peninsula.     2  to  2i  ,, 

Madi-.as 2  to  2i  ,, 

Queb.  .and  Rich- 
mond   i-|  „ 


Banks. 

Australasian 81}  to  86i 

Eug.  Scott,  and  Aust.  10}  pm. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China  3i  pm. 
Lndu.  Aust.  and  India  par. 
Lndn.  Chart,  of  Aust.  14i  pm. 

South  Australian 52 

Union  of  Australia  77  to  78 


Steam  Companies. 

Australia  Direct 

AustraUan  Royal  Mail ... .  3 

Eastern  Steam    

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . .    12| 
Penins.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  84 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural  72-4 
Van    Dienien's    Land  19 
South    Australian  Laud   43-5 


NorthBrtishAustralian.lipm. 
Peel  River  L.and  ....       7|  ,, 
Scott.  Austr.  invest  ..  3i  „ 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Wlieat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

Week 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

«.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

May  21 

43     11 

30     11 

18       8 

35       8 

36       0 

32       1 

—  28 

43       9 

30       6 

19       1 

33       2 

36       7 

32       7 

Jvme   4 

43       3 

29       6 

18       7 

34      0 

36      9 

33       8 

—   11 

43     11 

23     10 

18     10 

34      9 

38       1 

34       9 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


s.       s. 

Malt.  Town,  per  qr.  59  to  63 
Maltmg  Barley  „  30  —  32 
Oats,  best,  „        20  —  24 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  39  —  44 
Coimtry   household  35  —  38 
American,  per  barl.  23  —  25 
Indian  Corn,    per  qr.    32  —  35 
Cattle—  s.    d.    s.  d. 

Beasts,     per  st.  3    4  to  4     6 
Calves    ..     „       4    0  —  5    0 

Sheep 3    4  —  4     (i 

Pigs    ,       3   10—4    4 

Wool,  per  lb. — ■ 
South  Downs      1     0  —  1     3 
Kentish  fleeces    1     2  —  1     3 
Flannel  wool. .     0  11  —  1     3 
Australian....     1     2  —  2    8 

Cape    1     0  —  2    0 

Spanish 1     0  —  1  10 

Metals. 
Copper,  Co.kes,  p.  ton  135(.  10s. 
Iron,  Pigs,  5(.  ;  Rails,  11.  V>s. 
to  S/.  15s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  24L  5.?.  Sted,  Swedish 
Keg,  Wl.  OS.  to  20i.  Tin, 
Enghsh  block,  lllL;  Banca, 
112;.  ;  Spelter,  20/.  ;  Zhic, 
211. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,  per  cwt. — Irish,  C2s. 
American,  72.5. 

Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  81b., 
3s.  to 4s.  6«i. ;  Irish  India,  per 
cwt.,  90s.  ;  Hambro',  lOOs.  ; 
Amei-ic.an,  86s.  to  100s. 

Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 
lid.  to  Is.  2(;.  ;  Dorset,  per 
cwt.,  92s.  to'lOSs.;  Irish,  92s. 
to  98s.  ;  Dutch,  34s. 

Cheese — Cheshire,  per  c wt. , 
52s.  to  SOs.  ;  Dutch,  S4s.  ; 
Wiltshire,  50s.  to  62s. 

Hams — York,  76s.  to  S5s.  ; 
Irish,  76s.  to  SOs.  ;  West- 
phalia, SOs.  to  68s. 

Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 
8  lb.,  3s.  9(/.  to  4s.  9rf. 

Potatoe.s,  per  ton,  130s.  tolSOs. 

PoR'c,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  to  4s.  id. 

Veal,  2s.  Ad.  to  5s. 


I.    s.      I.  s. 

Hav per  load  3     5  to  4     8 

CloVcr. .         „  4     0—55 

Straw..        ,,  1     8  —  1  15 

Guano,  Peruv.,p.  ton,  9?.  to  111. 

Liuseedcake,  perton,  8/.  to  9L 

Rape  cake,  ditto,4L  10s. to 51. 7s. 

Bones,  ditto,  U.  Is. 

Hops. — Kents,  midd.  112s.   to 

16Ss. ;  Sussex,  112s.  to  140s. 

Poultry  —  Capons,   Ss.  —  4s.  ; 

Fowls,    2s.  —  9s.  ;    Chicks, 

2s.9ci.— 3s.6t?.;  Ducks,  2s.  6(L; 

Geese,  4s.  Od. — 75. ;  Turkeys, 

4s.  0(1- 8s.  ;  Pigeons,  9d. 

Hides,    &c.— Market,   96  lbs., 

3if'.— 6}d.  :  do.,  do.,  50  lbs., 

2id. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lbs., 

5s.  6d.;  do..  Horse-hides,  6s.; 

Ox  and  Cow  bonis,  per  123 

22s.— 5Ss.  Bough  Tal.,  23s.  Gd 

Oils. 

Gallipol  per  ton,  70?. ;  Sperm, 
86(.  ;  Pale  Seal,  33i.  ;  Rape, 
Siil.  to  3SL  ;  Cocoa-nut,  S5l. 
to  38/. ;  Palm,  36/.  5s. ;  Lin- 
seed, 47i.  3s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Sheep, 
47/.  10s.  to  48/.  10s. ;  Russia, 
49/.  to  49/.  10s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  39s- 
to  45s. ;   B.ahi.a,  25s.  to  2Ss- 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 46s.  to  47-s.  ;  Do., 
Plantation,  54s.  to  7.")S.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 66s.  to  S4s.  ;  Jamaica, 
SOs.  to  86s.  ;  Java,  41s.  to 
54s.  Costa  Rica,  50s.  to  74s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina.  22s. ; 
Bengal,  10s.  to  12s. ;  Patna, 
13s.  to  16s. 

SuG.AR — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
37s.  to  38s.  ;  M.auritius,  33s. 
to  3Ss, ;  Bengal,  31s.  to  36s. ; 
Madras,  S6s.  to42s.  6t/, ;  Ha- 
vaunali,  34s.  to  42s.  6rf. 

Do.,  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  4fis.  to  48s. ;  Bastards, 
25s.  to  34s.  6(/. ;  Crushed, 
2Ss.  to    29s. 

Tea,  per  lb. — Congou,  Is.  O^d. 
to  Is.  'l^d. ;  Souchong,  Is.  Id, 
to  Is.  111/. ;  Hyson,  Is.  lOd. 
to  3s.  Id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

DEPARTURES  FROM   THE   UNPFED  KINGDOM. 


1S53. 

To  April  30  .. 
May    

To  May  31     . . 


Australian 
Culonies. 


22,800 
0680 


2,94S0 


Britisli 
America. 


S995 
6077 


15,072 


United 
States. 


75,747 
25,293 


101,040 


Otliev 
places. 


599 
147 


746 


Total. 


108,141 
38,197 


146,338 


Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


From 

London . . 
Livei-pool 
The  Clyde 
BelJ'ast  . . 


Cabii 


£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 


Steerage. 


£25  to  27  10 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14  —  10 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£0     0  to  £7 
5     0—6 

4  10—    5 

5  0—    0 


ruU.sliC'i  at  tlic  Ofr.cc,  No.  IC.  \V:'l'.;:'.;:.-.r.  Sliec!  Xortt,  Sirstiil. 
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NAEEATIVE  OF  PAELIAMENT  AND  POLITICS. 


In  the  House  of  Lokds,  on  Monday,  June  27,  Lord 
Ltndhurst  moved  for  a  copy  of  the  State  Paper 
published  m  the  "Gazette"  of  St.  Petersburg,  and 
having  reference  to  the  Eastern  question.  "  As,"  said 
his  lordship,  "  I  am  not  in  an)-  way  connected  with  her 
Majesty's  government,  I  may  venture,  without  creating 
any  embarrassment,  to  state  that  if  the  copy  of  that 
document  which  I  have  seen  be  correct,  it  is  one  of  tlie 
most  fallacious — one  of  the  most  illogical — one  of  the 
most  offensive — and  one  of  the  most  insulting  documents 
of  that  description  that  I  have  ever  had  the  misfortune 
to  read." — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  that  it  would 
not  be  convenient  to  lay  a  copy  of  this  note  on  the  table 
of  the  house  just  at  the  present  moment,  but  he  might 
not  be  indisposed  to  do  so  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  their  lord- 
ships agreed  to  the  address  of  the  House  of  Commons 
for  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the  Corrupt  Practices 
at  Elections  at  Barnstaple  and  Tynemouth.  The 
former  Avas  agreed  to  unanimously  ;  the  latter  was 
carried,  after  a  division,  by  a  majority  of  33  to  13. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Income-Tax  Bill  was  agreed 
to  after  some  opposition  from  Lord  Brougham,  and  the 
bill  was  passed  after  a  long  discussion,  in  which  amend- 
ments, severally  proposed  by  the  Earl  of  Wicklow  and 
the  Earl  of  Lucan,  were  negatived  after  a  division. 

On  Thursday,  June  30, "the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
called  attention  to  the  unfortunate  disst-nsions  which 
have  arisen  between  the  governor  and  the  assembly  of 
the  Island  of  Jamaica.  Having  elaborately  traced  the 
constitutional  history  of  the  colony,  and  shown  the 
anomalous  condition  to  which  it  was'  now  reduced,  the 
noble  duke  observed  that  the  quarrels  between  the 
executive  and  the  assembly  had  reached  such  a  point 
that  the  latter  body  had  refused  to  pass  the  necessary 
measures  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  that  by 
the  cessation  of  the  import  duties  and  rum  duties  acts, 
1000^.  per  day  was  being  lost  to  the  revenue  of  the 
island.  In  this  emergency  Sir  Charles  Grey,  the 
governor,  had  promised  to  issue  a  commission  similar  to 
that  of  1830,  which  should  be  empowered  to  enact  such 
peremptory  ordinances  as  might  be  required.  But  her 
Majesty's  government  were  first  determined  to  appoint 
a  new  governor,  and  try  wh.-ther  a  pacific  solution  of 
the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  might  not  be  possible. 
For  this  purpose  the  choice  of  her  Majestv's  govern- 
ment had  rested  upon  Mr.  Barkly,  the  late  governor  of 
Guiana.  It  was  further  the  intention  of  the  government 
to  introduce  some  changes  in  the  composition  of  the 
executive  council,  and  other  financial  reforms  which 
would  tend  to  the  prosperity  of  the  island.— The  Earl  of 
Derby  expressed  his  approval  of  the  course  which  her 
Majesty's  government  had  proposed  to  adopt.— After  a 
few  remarks  from  Earl  Grey,  in  which  he  warned  the 
house  that  the  blacks  would  soon  possess  an  ascendancy 
in  the  assembly  of  Jamaica,  the  subject  dropped. 

On  Friday,  July  1,  the  Earl  of  Albem.\rle  pre- 
sented petitions  from  the  corporation  of  Birmingham, 
and  the  Manchester  Commercial  Association,  praying 
for  modifications  of  the  India  Bill,  and  for  substantial 
improvements  in  the  tenure  of  land  in  that  country. 
Both  petitions  were  referred  to  the  select  committee  on 
Indian  territories. 

On  the  report  of  the  Enctcmbered  Estates  (Ireland) 
Act  Contimiance  Bill  an  amendment  was  moved   by 


Lord  St.  Leonards,  limiting  the  duration  of  the  act  to 
one  year.  This  amendment,  upon  a  division,  was 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  9. 

On  Monday,  July  4,  the  Earl  of  H.\.rro\vby  moved 
that  their  lordships  should  go  into  committee  on  the 
Church  Ihiilding  Acts  Amendment  Bill.  The  Earl  of 
Powis  opposed  the  motion,  and  a  discussion  followed, 
in  which  the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Marquis  of  Bath, 
and  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury  joined,  and  ultimately  the 
bill  was  considered  in  committee. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Excise  Duties  on  Spirits 
Bill  was  moved.  Lord  Monteagle  opposed  the 
motion,  and  the  Earl  of  Derby  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  government  would  find  it  necessary  to  retrace 
their  steps. — Earl  Gp^anville  replied,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time. 

On  Tuesday,  July  5,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in 
moving  the  re-commitment  of  the  Juvenile  Mendicancy 
Bill,  drew  a  powerful  picture  of  the  present  state  of 
mendicancy  in  the  metropolis ;  showed  its  connection 
with  crime  ;  and  especially  urged  the  importance  of 
checking  it  in  its  juvenile  rather  than  in  its  matured 
form.  For  this  object  he  considered  the  bill  to  be 
eminently  adapted.  In  committee  upon  the  bill,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Campbell,  and  Lord  Brougham, 
while  cordially  concurring  in  its  object,  made  legal 
objections  to  its  form,  which  they  considered  insuperable. 
A  conversation  toolc  place,  which  resulted  in  the  bill 
being  reported  jjro  forma,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
poor-law  board  ascertained. 

On  Thursday,  July  7,  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde, 
after  some  conversation,  withdrew  his  motion  on  the 
subject  of  the  Turkish  and  liussian  Question. 

On  Monday,  July  11,  the  Earl  of  Haruwicke  called 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  order  in  council  of 
the  25th  June,  1851,  bearing  upon  the  Promotion  and 
Retirement  of  OJficers  in  the  Navy.  He  had  no  wish 
to  make  any  attack  upon  the  government,  because  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  order  in  question,  but  he 
hoped  that  the  effect  of  his  calling  the  attention  of  their 
lordships  to  the  subject  would  be  to  cause  a  reform  of 
the  practice  at  present  existing,  and  that  justice  would 
be  done  to  the  officers  in  her  Miijesty's  naval  service. 
He  went  on  to  explain  the  grievances  he  desired  to  have 
remedied. — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  he  would, 
without  giving  any  pledge,  or  exiiressing  any  opinions, 
engage  that  Sir  James  Graham  should  have  the  .■subject 
brought  under  his  consideration  ;  and  no  doubt  he 
would  make  such  regulations  as  would  give  satisfaction. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Transportation  of  Offenders  Bill.  His  experience 
(he  said)  in  criminal  courts  had  convinced  him  that 
transportation  answered  the  end  of  punishment  better 
than  anything  else  that  could  have  been  devised.  It 
had  all  the  main  ingredients  of  secondary  punishments; 
it  had  a  maximum  in  apprehension  and  a  minimum  in 
endurance ;  it  excited  great  terror,  without,  perhaps, 
eventually  inflicting  great  pain,  and  he  knew  not  what 
they  could  look  to  better.  If  the  united  kingdom  alone 
were  concerned,  he  should  have  deprecated  the  removal 
of  transportation  from  the  statute-book,  to  any  great 
degree,  as  a  punishment  for  crime.  But  we  were  bound 
also  to  consider  the  interests  of  our  numerous  colonies. 
The  opinion  of  these  colonies  having  been,  in  an  unmis- 
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takalile  manner,  manifested  against  receiving  any  more 
convicts,  we  must  sooner  or  later  discontinue  sending 
them  to  these  dependencies.     The  question  arose,  what 
number   could   be   sent   to   the    only   colony,   Western 
Australia,  which  was  still  willing  to  receive  them  ?  That 
point  ascertained,   their  only  course  was  to  determine 
which  of  those  offenders  whom  they  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  transporting,  should  continue  to  be  sent  out.    Treating 
transportation  as  the   next  to  capital  punishment,  all 
they  could  do   was  to  take  off  from  the  bottom,  as  it 
were,    of  the  criminal  class  as  large  a  number  as  the 
colony  was  willing  or  able  to  receive.     It  was  impossible 
to  ascertain  that  number  with  absolute  accuracy,  but  it 
might  be  assumed  at  from  800  to  1000  annually.     Then 
came    the    question — from   which   set   of  convicts   the 
punishment  of  transportation  should  be  removed  ?     His 
lordship  then  went  into  details  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed measure.     He  thought  that  we  should  only  leave 
as   subjects   for   transportation    those   who    were    now 
liable  for  fourteen  years  and  upwards,  including  cases  of 
receiving  stolen  goods,  outrages,  assaults  on  the  person, 
attempts  to  do  grievous  bodily  harm,  house-breaking, 
burglary,  cattle-stealing,  and  matters  of  that  sort.     The 
only  renuiiniug  question  was,  what  shi  uld  be  submitted 
as  a  punishment  for  the  remainder  ?     He  thought  that 
those  W'ho  would  have  been  transported  for  seven  years 
should  henceforth  be   kept   in   penal    servitude  for  a 
term   of  four   years ;  those   transported   for   ten   years 
undergo   a   penal    servitude   of    six   years ;    those   for 
fifteen,   one  of  eight ;  and  those  above  fifteen,  one   of 
ten  years. — Earl  Gkey  declared   that   experience   had 
proved  that  transportation,  as  formerly  carried  out,  had 
proved  one  of  the  most  effectual  preventives  of  crime, 
and  complained  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  not  suf- 
ficiently developed  the  system  of  secondary  punishments 
which  it  was  proposed  to  substitute  for  transportation. 
— Lord  Brougham  regretted  that  transportation  was 
about    in   any   degree   to   be   abolished.      He   thought 
infant  training-schools  and  a  good  police  the  best  pre- 
ventives of  crime." — The  Duke  of  Newcastle  expressed 
his  entire  acquiescence  in  the  regrets  expressed  by  Lord 
Grey  and  liord  Brougham  at  the  cessation  of  transpor- 
tation.    The  excuse,  however,  for  that  cessation  was  to 
be  found  in  its  absolute  necessity,  and,  with  a  view  to 
meet  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  times,  the  present 
measure  had  been  introduced  as  a  first  step  towards  the 
improvement  of  our   penal   system. — Lord  Campbell 
supported  the  second  reading,  but  said,  when  he  agreed 
to  this  bill,  it  must  be  understood  to  be  withoui  pre- 
judice to  the  government  efforts  still  to  continue  trans- 
portation.    At  the  present  time  they  would  only  have 
Western  Australia,  but  he  thought  new  places  might  be 
found.     He  was  told  by  those  conversant  with  the  sub- 
ject that  there  were  other  spots  on  the  great  continent 
of  Australia  to  which  they  might  advantageously  send 
convicts,  and  it  might  be  done  to  the  Falkland  Islands. 
He  hoped  the  government  would  use  their  best  efforts 
to  continue  transportation  in  that  way. — The  Marquis 
of   Clanricakde  hoped    that    there   would   be   some 
clearer  statement  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
convicts  to  whom  promises  had  been  made,  because  he 
understood  that  from   800   to  1200  would  be  let  loose 
upon  society  in  this  country. — The  bill  was  then  read 
a  second  time. 

On  Tuesday,  July  12,  Lord  Lyndhurst  asked  if  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon  had  received  a  copy  of  Count  Nessel- 
rode's  Note,  (to  which  attention  had  been  called  by  his 
lordship  on  the  27th  of  June)  in  the  Russian  language, 
and  if  so,  whether  he  would  produce  it.  He  under- 
stood that  Lord  John  Russell  had  not  interpreted  a 
particular  passage  in  that  document  as  intimating  that 
Russia  would  not  withdraw  from  the  Danubian  principa- 
lities until  her  demands  were  satisfied,  and  the  combined 
fleets  had  withdrawn  from  the  Turkish  waters.  He 
himself  did  put  that  interpretation  upon  the  passage, 
and  he  asked  Lord  Clarendon  his  opinion.  The  Earl  of 
Clarendon  said  : —  "  I  believe  that  there  are  some 
differences  between  the  Russian  document  issued  for 
home  consumption  for  the  use  of  the  Russian  people, 
and  the  translation  which  has  been  sent  abroad,  more 
particularly  1  believe  with  respect  to  the  word  '  perfi- 
dious '  as  applied  to  the  violation  of  the  sultan's  word. 
I  believe  that  there  is  a  Russian  original  of  this  docu- 


ment at  the  Foreign-office,  and  I  certainly  see  no  objec- 
tion to  laying  it  on  your  lordships'  table.  With  respect 
to  the  third  question  of  my  noble  and  learned  friend,  I 
believe  that  when  Lord  J.  Russell  answered  the  question 
put  to  him  in  the  House  of  Commons  yesterday,  he  had 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  the  note.  I  do  not 
entirely  take  the  same  view  as  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  appears  to  do  of  what  is  stated  in  that  note,  but 
I  certainly  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  we  do 
not  consider  that  the  presence  of  the  British  and 
French  fleets  in  Besika  Bay  is  at  all  similar,  or  that  it 
can  in  any  way  be  compared,  to  the  occupation  of  the 
Danubian  principalities,  and  certainly  no  condition  with 
respect  to  the  departure  of  the  one  or  the  evacuation  of 
the  other  will  be  made." — A  conversation  then  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  particular  wording  of  the 
passage  in  question.  It  was  brought  to  a  close  by  Lord 
Clarendon,  who  said  that  certain  expressions  quoted 
by  Lord  Lyndhursl  were  founded  upon,  incorrect 
statements. 

On  Thursday,  July  14,  Lord  St.  Leonards  announced 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  press  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill  during  the  pi-esent  session. 

The  Ckurch  Building  Acts  Amendmetit  Bill  was 
withdrawn  by  Lord  Hakrowby. 

The  report  of  the  Juvenile  Mendicancy  (No.  2)  Bill 
was  brought  up  and  received. 

On  Friday,  July  15,  Lord  Brougham  complained  of 
the  delay  which  had  taken  place  in  the  other  house  of 
parliament  with  regard  to  the  Law  of  Evidence  Amend- 
ment Bill.  The  bill  had  been  permitted  to  remain 
sleeping  in  the  House  of  Commons  ever  since  the  5th  of 
June. — The  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord  Campbell 
concurred  in  expressions  of  regret  that  the  bill  had  not 
received  earlier  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  lower  house. 
The  Earl  of  Ellenborough,  in  moving  for  certain 
returns  connected  with  the  Government  of  India,  took 
occasion  to  urge  the  importance  of  increasing  the  Indian 
array  rather  by  her  Majesty's  than  the  Company's  troops. 
— The  noble  earl  urged  many  arguments  in  support  of 
his  view  upon  the  grounds  of  efficiency  and  economy. — 
Earl  Granville,  in  reply,  said  that  the  government 
had  acted  in  this  matter,  not  only  upon  the  advice  of 
the  Marquis  of  Dalhousie,  but  upon  that  of  Lord 
Hardinge. 

On  Monday,  July  18,  the  Earl  of  Malmesbury  asked 
whether  the  government  had  returned  any  answer  to  the 
Circular  Notes  of  the  Russian  Government,  and  if  not, 
whether  they  intended  to  answer  them  in  an  equally 
public  manner  to  that  adopted  by  the  French  govern- 
ment ?  He  expressed  his  apprehension  that  if  that 
course  was  not  taken  by  the  government,  their  silence 
would  be  construed  into  an  admission  that  they  were 
either  unable  or  afraid  to  act  otherwise. — The  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  after  an  allusion  to  the  different  modes  of 
difl'using  information  of  the  kind  adopted  by  different 
countries,  stated  that  the  papers  relating  to  the  subject 
would  shortly  be  laid  on  the  table.  With  regard  to  any 
presumed  inability  to  take  any  other  than  their  present 
course,  it  was  not  for  him  to  speak;  but  he  could  assure 
their  lordships  that  no  fear  existed  in  the  mind  of  any 
member  of  the  government.  The  first  note  alluded 
principally  to  proceedings  which  originated  with  the 
French  embassy.  It  had  not  been  answered  in  form, 
though  many  parts  of  it  had  been  replied  to  in  substance. 
The  second  note  had  been  answered  immediately,  and  a 
copy  of  the  answer  had  been  sent  to  Constantinople.  Its 
purport  was,  like  that  of  all  the  proceedings  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  entire  conformity  with  the  note  of  the  French 
government. — The  Earlof  Malmesbury  observed  that 
the  circular  notes  in  question  were  open  to  all  Europe, 
and  were  meant  to  be  read  by  everybody  who  could 
read— therefore  they  could  not  be  considered  as  private 
correspondence  ;  and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
the  reply  of  this  government  should  be  equally  public. — 
Lord  Beau.mont  asked  when  Lord  Clarejidon  expected 
to  be  able  to  lay  the  papers  on  the  table  .'  He  con- 
trasted the  open  proceedings  of  the  Russian  government 
with  the  secresy  observed  by  that  of  England. — The 
Earl  of  Clarendon  replied  that  in  a  very  few  days— 
whether  the  negotiations  were  successful  or  not — the 
papers  respecting  them  would  be  laid  before  the  house. 
On  Tuesday,  July  19,  the  Bankruptcy  Law  (Scotland) 
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Bill  was  considered  in  committee,  after  some  opposition 
from  Lord  Biiougham,  and  the  clauses  agreed  to. — 
Several  bills  were  advanced  a  stage. 

On  Fridaj',  July  22,  the  Earf  of  Aberdeen  moved 
tlie  second  reading  of  the  Succession  Duties  Bill. — The 
Earl  of  Derby  attacked  the  measure,  as  pressing  un- 
justly upon  real  property  in  a  variety  of  ways,  which  he 
described.  He  prophesied  that  if  the  government  passed 
the  measure,  they  would  soon  find  it  necessary  to  repeal 
it.  In  the  meantime  he  did  not  oppose  the  second 
reading,  but  would  content  himself  with  opposing  some 
of  the  worst  features  of  the  bill  in  committee ;  and  he 
declared  his  intention  especially  to  contest  that  portion 
of  it  which  made  the  tax  retrospective. — The  Duke  of 
Argyll  answered  the  various  objections  in  detail,  but 
insisted  upon  considering  the  measure  in  its  proper 
aspect — its  relation  to  the  general  scheme  of  taxation  ; 
and  in  doing  so  made  a  comparison  between  the  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  respective  budgets  of  the  late  and 
the  present  government.— The  Earl  of  Malmeseury' 
attacked  the  measure  on  the  same  grounds  as  Lord 
Derby.  The  tax,  he  said,  besides  being  unjust,  was 
"cowardly,  disgraceful,  and  absurd  ;"  and  he  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  it  was  based  upon  the  encouragement 
of  the  worst  vices  of  the  community.  He  expressed  his 
intention  of  opposing  some  of  its  most  offensive  portions 
in  committee.  —  Earl  Granville  remarked,  good- 
humouredly,  upon  the  strength  of  the  epithets  brought 
to  bear  against  the  tax,  which  he  also  defended  against 
special  objections.  Alluding  to  a  favourite  subject  of 
complaint — the  necessity  of  subjecting  title  deeds  for 
examination — he  remarked,  that  it  was  a  notorious  fact 
that  the  aristocracj-,  when  they  wished  to  mortgage 
their  estates,  "did  not  care  twopence  to  whom  they 
showed  their  title  deeds  " — and  made  a  point  of  showing 
them,  indeed,  to  Jews,  and  persons  of  the  worst  cha- 
racter.— -Lord  St.  Leonards  urged  some  legal  arguments 
against  the  measure,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  answered 
him,  and  the  Earl  of  Harrowby  followed,  in  objecting 
to  the  bill. — The  bill  was  then  read  a  secmid  time. 

On  Monday,  July  25,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  Succession  Duties  Bill.  The  Earl  of  Derby 
moved  an  amendment  on  the  second  clause,  to  the  effect 
that  the  tax  should  be  applicable  only  in  the  case  of 
settlements  made  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  act. — 
The  motion  was  opposed  by  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  and 
after  a  debate  of  some  length,  negatived  by  102  against 
68.  Several  minor  amendments  were  negatived  without 
division,  and  the  bill  passed  through  tbe  committee. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  June  27,  the 
adjourned  debate  on  the  Government  of  India  Bill 
■was  resumed  by  Mr.  Cobdkn,  who  declared  the  whole 
case  to  have  been  prejudged,  and  stated  that  from  the 
period  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill  he  had  declined  to 
attend  the  Indian  committee.  If  the  amendment  were 
carried,  he  should  return  to  his  place  therein.  Remark- 
ing that  he  had  never  treated  this  as  a  party  question, 
he  proceeded  to  consider  the  double  government.  He 
could  not  see  that  there  existed  any  double  government, 
for  the  act  for  the  government  of  India  gave  no 
irresponsible  power  (except  as  to  patronage)  to  the 
Court  of  Directors,  and  he  could  regard  this  court  only 
as  a  screen  behind  which  was  the  real  government,  and 
which  he  was  anxious  to  remove.  It  was  the  John  Doe 
and  Richard  Roe  of  government,  shams  of  law  which 
we  had  lately  done  away.  If  there  were  any  hope  for 
India,  it  was  in  that  country  being  governed  in  the  same 
way  as  the  colonies,  so  that  public  opinion  might  reach 
it.  That  opinion  would  get  rid  of  wars  and  annexations. 
After  condemning  the  policy  which  actuated  the 
authorities  on  this  latter  sutiject,  he  explained  the 
character  of  the  secret  committee,  and  showed  that,  if 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control  chose,  he  might 
order  the  annexation  of  China,  against  the  will  of  that 
committee.  The  Court  of  Directors  deserved  all  the 
'"tatints  they  met  on  the  subject  of  misgovernment,  for 
-feubmitting  to  such  a  system.  On  the  subject  of  patro- 
aage  he  contended  that  reform  was  needed,  and  dwelt 
upon  the  desirability  of  giving  appointments  to  the 
natives,  which  the  directors,  paid  by  patronage  for  their 
services,  were  not  likely  to  bestow :  and  he  urged  that 
if  the  patronage  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  minister 


of  the  Crown,  it  would  become  the  interest  of  the  people 
of  England  to  see  that  it  was  distributed  to  the  natives. 
He  next  observed  upon  the  anomalous  relations  between 
the  Queen's  ships  and  the  Indian  government,  and,  by 
a  sketch  of  the  proceedings  of  Commodore  Lambert  at 
Rangoon,  illustrated  his  position  that  the  Governor- 
General  of  India  could  do  no  more  than  solicit  the  aid 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  not  being  able  to  direct  its  opera- 
tions. No  provision  had  been  made  in  the  bill  in  re- 
ference to  this  subject.  Then,  approaching  the  financial 
question,  and  remarking  that  it  was  impossible  to 
separate  the  fate  of  English  and  Indian  fiiianc- s,  he 
commented  on  the  discrepancy  of  the  statements  of  the 
various  advocates  of  the  Company;  and,  showing  that 
during  the  last  nineteen  years  there  had  been  a  defalca- 
tion of  twenty-eight  millions,  he  urged  that  those  who 
liad  proved  that  they  could  not  take  stock  in  a  way 
which,  in  the  case  of  the  humblest  trader,  would  satisfy 
a  commissioner  in  bankruptc)',  were  not  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  the  financial  administration  of  India.  The  mere 
increase  of  revenue,  with  an  increased  debt,  M'as  no 
answer  to  this  charge.  That  debt  had  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  addition  of  territory,  and  Sattara, 
Scinde,  and  the  Punjab  were  all  admittedly  governed 
at  a  loss.  Believing  that  the  public  were  as  yet  ignorant 
on  the  subject,  but  that  public  opinion  would  be  formed 
upon  it,  he  supported  the  amendment,  which  gave 
an  additional  two  years  for  consideration. — Sir  J. 
Graham,  said  that  the  importance  of  the  question 
could  not  be  exaggerated,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  that, 
though  there  was  much  difference  of  opinion  on  the 
subject,  it  had  as  'yet  taken  no  stain  of  party  feeling. 
After  remarking  on  the  difficulties  of  the  question,  he 
replied  to  the  objection  that  the  government  measure 
was  not  permanent,  that  if  the  measure  were  good,  it 
would  be  legislation  for  the  permanent  government  of 
India;  if  not,  it  would  be  open  at  all  times  to  parlia- 
ment to  apply  the  corrective.  Observing  that  Lord 
Stanley's  candour  rendered  his  propositions  less  effective, 
he  proceeded  to  answer  his  objections  seriatim,  declaring 
that  the  government  measure  had  been  prepared  with 
the  utmost  care,  and  that  Lord  Dalhousie's  recommen- 
dation had  not  been  made  in  answer  to  the  represen- 
tation of  any  member  of  the  government.  In  reply 
to  the  objection  that  there  was  no  danger  of  agitation 
in  India,  he  reminded  the  house  that  there  had 
never  been  a  similar  case  of  suspension  to  that  now 
proposed.  There  had  been  but  two  or  three  objections  to  a 
bill  which  contained  some  forty-four  clauses.  Large 
changes  and  important  checks  were  provided,  to  which 
no  objection  had  been  taken,  and  the  points  on  which 
difficulties  had  been  raised,  being  questions  of  degree, 
and  not  of  principle,  were  proper  for  consideration  in 
committee.  The  real  questions  were  those  of  delay 
and  of  double  or  single  government.  On  the 
first,  after  adverting  to  the  state  of  Asia,  lie  referred  to 
the  opinions  of  Lords  Ellenborough,  Hardinge,  Dal- 
housie,  and  Panmure,  Sir  J.  Hobhouse,  and  Mr.  Baring, 
in  favour  of  immediate  legislation.  Our  force  in  India 
was  slender,  our  empire  being  mainly  one  of  oi)inion. 
■Government  had  felt  compelled  to  propose  immediate 
legislation,  and  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  would  have 
induced  them  to  take  a  step  which  caused  a  painful 
division  among  their  friends,  besides  arousing  oppositicm 
from  their  antagonists.  On  the  second  point,  the  double 
government  question,  he  urged  that  a  balance  of  power 
could  not  be  distasteful  in  "England,  and  that  seventy 
years'  experience  had  been  in  favour  of  the  present 
system.  He  and  other  members  of  the  government  had 
shown  that  they  were  not  afraid  of  innovation,  but  an 
innovator  must  show  the  necessity  for  what  he  proposed. 
This  they  had  done  in  the  present  case,  and  it  was 
incumbent  on  those  who  would  go  further  to  prove  that 
what  they  demanded  was  necessary.  The  government  of 
India  had  worked  well,  as  was  shown  by  the  balance  of 
testimony  which  had  been  obtained.  He  cited  Mr.  Mill 
in  evidence  that  the  best  possible  moral  check  on  the 
minister  of  the  Crown  was  aflbrded  by  the  existing 
system,  namely,  the  check  of  reason.  To  show  what 
sort  of  men  the  system  employed,  he  referred  to  the 
deeds  of  Generals  Nott  and  Pollock,  Lord  Hardinge, 
and  others,  in  war,  and  to  peaceful  services  yet  more 
valuable,  and  he  implored  the  house  to  pause  before  it 
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rejected  what  had  produced  such  fruits.     In  answer  to 
Wr.  Cobden,  he  said  the  wars  of  which  complaint  had 
been  made  had  been  caused  neither  by  the  home  govern- 
ment nor  the  court  of  directors — not  by  British  policy, 
but  by  Indian  necessity.  It  was  also,  he  said,  an  inherent 
necessity  with  such  an  empire  that  the   views    of   its 
governors,  which  were  opposed  to   annexation,  should 
occasionally  change.     Vindicating  the  conduct  of  those 
whom  Mr.  Cobden  had   assailed   in  reference   to    the 
Rangoon  affair,  he  proceeded  to  say  that  government 
was  about  to  re-introduce  a  valuable  check,  namely,  an 
annual  statement  on  the  affairs  of  India.  On  the  finance 
question  he  showed  that,  allowing  for  the  balances  in 
the  Indian   exchequer,  there  was  only  an   increase  of 
8,400, OOOZ.  to  the  Indian  debt  after  the  four  great  wars, 
and  alsi  that  the  debt  had  increased  forty  per  cent,  and 
the  revenue  fifty-five  per  cent,  in  the  same  time,  with 
no  increase,  but  a  diminution,  of  taxation.     As  regarded 
patronage,  with  every  desire  to  prove  malversation,  no 
proof  of  it  could  be  obtained,  and  the  system  might  be 
changed,   but  no  better  men  could  be  sent  out.     The 
•weight  of  evidence  was  against  the  canvass  system,  but 
the  bill  struck  directly  at  the  patronage  which  fed  it. 
He  characterised  the  suggested  opening  of  the  covenanted 
service  as  a  wanton  breaking  down  of  a  line  of  demarca- 
tion, reminding  the  house  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
alter  the  rule  in  the  civil  and  not  also  in  the  military 
service.     But  the  desire  of  the  government,  here  and  in 
India,  was  to  introduce  the  n.atives  into  the  service  of 
the  state  as  they  should  become  qualified  for  admission, 
and  no  consideration  of  fear  should  prevent  justice  being 
done  them,  while  no  fanciful  notions  of  liberality  should 
induce  changes  of  an  untried  character.     lie  hoped  the 
house  would  consent  to  the  second  reading,  as  there  was 
every  disposition  to  meet  discussion  on  its  details,  while 
he  believed  that  the  rejection  of  the  bill,  on  the  amend- 
ment, would,  under  the  critical  circumstances,  be  most 
dangerous. — Mr.  Bright  was  not  sure  that,  even  if  the 
bill  were  less  objectionable,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
delay  it.     There  could  be  no  doubt  that,  a  short  lime  ago, 
the  house,  the  newsp.aper  press,  and,  as  he  believed,  the 
government,  weie  in  favour  of  postponing  legislation — 
as  was  the  opinion  of  India.     He  did  not  like  the  bill 
better  for  having  no  fixed  period  mentioned  in  it ;  for, 
unstatesmanlike  as  it  was,  it  might  have  as  long  a  run 
as   the   act   which   it   was   to   supplant.     As    regarded 
Lord  Dalhousie's  opinion,  it  was  probable   that  Sir  J. 
Hogg,  or  some  one  else,   had  told  that  nobleman  what 
sort   of  a   recommendation   was   desired.     He  did   not 
believe  any  one,  in  or  out  of  the  house,  was  in  favour  of 
the    measure.     Of   course,    all    who     were     connected 
with  the  Company  were  for  immediate  legislation,   for 
they  knew  that,  after  two  years'   delay,  public  opinion 
would    make   a   renewal    of    their    power   imposssble. 
Delay,   he    declared,    was    wisdom.      Remarking    that 
previous   speakers    on    the    government  side   had   not 
defended  the  bill,  but  had  thought  that  in  vindicating 
the  Comjiany's  administration  of  the  past  they  had  done 
enough   in  support  of  a  measure   for    the    future,    he 
entered  into  a  prolonged  argument  to   show  that  the 
Indian  government  had  neitlier  been  correct  in  theory 
nor    advantageous    in    practice.       He    dwelt    on    the 
misery  of    the    peasantry    and    the    internal    violence 
which  was  permitted  to   take  place,    argued  that  our 
courts  produced  the  perjury  imputed   to   the  natives, 
characterised  the  great  trunk  road  as  a  merely  military 
and  not  a  commercial  one,  and  showed  how  compara- 
tively  small   was  the  annual  sum  laid   out   in   works, 
observing  that  the  town  of  Manchester  alone   had  for 
years  spent  more  in  its  own  improvements   than  had 
been  spentin  India  by  a  government  drawing  29,000,000^. 
of  taxes  and  ruling  more  than  100,000,000  of  people.     He 
hoped  to  hear  from  Mr.  Macaulay  all  that  could  be  said 
for  the  bill,  and  believed  he  had  not  been  disappointed, 
and   referring    to   Mr.    Macaulay's   description   of   the 
enormous   and  uncontrolled  powers  of  a  collector,  he 
urged  that  these  afforded  an  argument  why  a  govern- 
ment which  appointed  such  men  should  he  theoretically 
correct.      He    demanded    why,    if    soldiers    and    civil 
servants  were  ready  to  go  out  and  labour  in  India  for 
years,    energetic   commercial   men   were   not,  and  the 
fault,  he  contended,  must  be  caused  by  mal-adiniiiistra- 
tion.     After  some  strictures  on  the  financial  condition 


of  India,  he  proceeded  to  examine  the  bill.  A.isailirg 
the  principle  on  which  the  Indian  administration  was 
founded,  he  urged  that  the  proprietors  had  no  control 
over  the  directors,  the  latter  had  none  over  the  secret 
committee,  and  that  again  had  none  over  the  Board  of 
Control,  nor  had  the"  press  or  parliament  any  power 
over  the  Indian  government,  and  no  bill  tending  to 
continue  this  mask  and  subterfuge  should  receive  any- 
thing but  the  condemnation  he  bestowed  on  the  govern- 
ment and  on  the  present  measure.  The  government 
had  certainly  done  much  to  degrade  the  Court  of 
Directors  by  taking  patronage  from  it,  and  by  showing 
an  opinion  that  its  constituency  was  unfit  to  elect  all  its 
members,  but  no  direct  responsibility  was  created  as 
regarded  a  minister  in  that  house,  and  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Control  would  shuffle  away  from  Indian 
questions  as  heretofore.  He  dwelt  upon  the  popularity 
which  a  government  direct  from  the  Crown  would  enjoy 
in  India.  We  were  losing  a  great  opportunity,  and  he 
was  unhappy  that  the  bill  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
a  minister  unable  to  comprehend  the  importance  of  the 
subject.  By  passing  this  bill,  we  should  ignore  our 
own  constitution,  and  throw  mud  upon  our  representa- 
tive institutions. — Mr.  H.\kdinge  supported  the  second 
reading,  because  the  bill  continued  a  double  government, 
and  because  it  proposed  immediate  legislation. — Sir  J. 
Hogg  repelled  the  attacks  of  Mr.  Bright,  and  demanded 
why  the  pajjcrs  containing  the  results  of  the  inquiries 
of  Mr.  Mackav,  the  Manchester  commissioner  to  India, 
were  not  published,  a  circumstance  which  he  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  they  did  not  bear  out  the  desired  case. 
He  replied  to  several  alleged  mis-statements  of  detail 
by  previous  speakers  in  the  debate,  and  proceeded  to 
defend  at  great  length,  and  amid  much  impatient  inter- 
ruption, the  judicial  system  in  India,  which  he  con- 
tended had  been  unfairly  described.  He  approved  of 
all  the  changes  proposed  by  the  bill  in  regard  to  the 
government  of  India,  but  did  not  approve  of  the  altera- 
tions in  the  homo  government,  thinking  them  unneces- 
sary, but  the  main  principle  of  the  bill  was  the 
preserving  of  the  East  India  Company  to  protect  India 
from  party  conflict. — The  debate  was  the     adjourned. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Malicious  Injuries  (Ireland) 
Bill  was  moved  and  O[jposed  by  Mr.  J.  Fitzger.vld, 
who  entered  at  length  into  his  objections  to  the  bill. — 
The  Solicitor-Gener.\l  for  Ireland  defended  the 
bill,  and  ridiculed  the  extraneous  grievances  imported 
by  Mr.  Fitzirerald  in  his  speech. — After  further  dis- 
cussion the  house  divided,  and  the  third  reading  was 
carried  by  71  to  10,  majority  61.— The  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  Tuesday,  June  28,  Mr.  Walpole  put  questions 
on  the  subject  of  iVoYi'ono/  Education  in  Ireland.  He 
inquired  wliether  the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  have  rejected  or  expunged  from  the  list 
of  books  to  be  used  in  the  national  schools  "  The  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity,"  by  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin; 
and  whether  they  have  determined  that,  if  any  child's 
parents  should  object  to  the  use  of  any  single  book,  it  is 
a  sufficient  reason  for  excluding  such  book,  not  from 
that  child  only ,  but  from  the  whole  school.— Sir  J.  YouNG 
said,  it  was  difficult  to  give  explicit  answers.  There  had 
been  a  good  deal  of  misunderstanding  upon  this  subject 
as  to  the  practice  and  the  opinions  of  the  Board  of 
National  Education,  the  former  being  not  altogether 
uniform,  and  the  hitter  being  divided.  He  read  the 
rule  established  in  1812,  resijccting  the  construction  of 
which  doubts  had  arisen  of  late,  and  every  one  must 
draw  his  own  conclusinn  from  the  wording  of  the  rule. 
The  gi  neral  practice  had  apparently  been  not  lo  insist 
upon  the  scripture  lessons  being  read  against  the  wish 
ot  parents.  With  regard  to  the  "Evidences  of  Christi- 
anity," Roman  Catholics  and  others  had  taken  an 
objection  to  that  book  as  of  a  polemical  kind,  and  this 
work  and  the  "  Easy  Lessons  on  Christianity,"  had  been 
withdr-nvn.  In  reference  to  the  second  question,  the 
practice  had  been,  where  an  objection  was  made  by 
the  parent  of  a  single  child,  that  the  reading  of  the 
book  objected  to  was  relegated  to  the  period  of  separate 
religious  instruction. 

Mr.  Bonham  CARTER  moved  a  resolution  to  the 
efl'ect  that,  when  any  commission  should  have 
issued     for    inquiry    into    the    corrupt    practices   for . 
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any  election,  the  votes  at  the  next  two  elections 
for  the  locality  affected  should  be  taken  by  Ballot. 
He  should  be  happy  to  receive  suggestions  as 
to  the  mode  of  taking  votes ;  but  his  own  plan  was  to 
adhere  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  present  practice,  and 
that,  when  the  voters  had  been  duly  ideutilied,  he 
should  be  presented  with  an  officially  is-^ucd  card,  to  be 
deposited  in  a  box.  He  suggested  this  measure  as  a 
contribution  towards  settling  a  much  agitated  question. 
— Mr.  F.  Peel,  in  the  absence  of  members  of  the 
government  whose  attendance  was  required  elsewhere, 
said  that  the  question  had  already  been  fully  discussed 
this  session.  The  subject  ought  to  be  treated  on 
general  grounds,  and  not  in  an  exceptional  way,  and  it 
was  not  fair  to  inflict  the  ballot  on  particular  places  as 
a  warning  to  others.  Nor  would  the  ballot  receive  a  fair 
trial  unless  it  were  taken  universally. — Mr.  H.  Berke- 
ley objected  to  the  proposed  homoe  ipathic  treatment 
of  the  ballot.  He  could  not  vote  against  the  motion, 
but  shoulil  walk  out  i)f  the  house. — Mr.  French,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  evening,  moved  that  the  house 
should  adjourn. — The  motion  was  instantly  agreed  to. 

On  Wednesday,  June  29,  Mr.  Vincent  Scully,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Transfer  of  Land 
Bill,  made  a  long  speech  on  the  whole  subject  of  land- 
tenure  legislation  ;  going  back  as  far  as  1830,  when  the 
attention  of  parliament  was  first  seriously  called  to  the 
subject.  He  said  he  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
there  should  be  complete  free  trade  in  land.  To  this 
the  people  of  the  Channel  Islands  attributed  their 
prosperity  ;  and  it  had  received  the  assent  of  the  French 
people.  He  was  not,  however,  going  to  propose  that  we 
should  imitate  France  by  adopting  their  compulsory 
system.  He  simply  wished  for  perfect  freedom.  By 
the  first  clause  of  his  bill  (lie  said)  it  is  proposed  to 
allow,  upon  the  application  of  the  owner  of  property  to 
the  land-tribunal  constituted  by  the  act,  that  the 
tribunal  may  direct  a  full  investigation  of  the  title  to  be 
made,  and,  if  found  good,  may  order  that  the  land 
should  be  brought  under  the  operation  of  the  act.  The 
second  cause  explains  the  eff'ect  of  such  proceeding  to  be, 
that  no  person  should  be  at  liberty  to  embarrass  the 
land  with  any  future  settlement  or  new  estate;  but  if 
the  owner  desire  to  raise  money  on  the  land,  he  may 
only  do  so  by  a  land-debenture,  though  he  may  grant 
leases  of  the  property.  By  the  third  section  it  is 
enacted,  that  after  any  land  is  brought  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  the  land-tribunal  may,  after  a  full 
investigation  of  title,  make  an  order  declaring  all 
existing  estates  and  interests  in  the  land,  and  all  encum- 
brances thereon,  and  cause  such  order  to  be  entered  in 
the  books  of  the  tribunal.  Such  entry  will,  as  regards 
any  estate,  interest,  or  encumbrance  appearing  thereon, 
be  conclusive  evidence  against  all  persons  whomsoever ; 
and  the  tribunal  may  grant  to  the  person  so  entered  as 
entitled  to  any  such  estate,  interest,  or  encumbrance, 
a  certificate  of  his  title  thereto.  The  fourth  clause  is 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  bill:  it  authorises  any 
person  entered  as  owner  of  any  estate  to  transfer  his 
estate  by  simple  entry  in  the  books  of  the  tribunal ;  and 
that  entry,  without  any  deed  or  other  assurance,  will 
suffice  to  vest  in  the  person  named  in  the  transfer  all 
the  estate  and  interest  in  respect  of  which  the  prior 
owner  has  been  entered  in  the  books  of  the  tribunal. 
Mortgages  and  all  other  charges  upon  land  will  be  con- 
verted into  one — land-debenture.  The  land-tribunal 
might  charge  an  estate  with  land-debentures  to  a 
limited  extent — they  will  bear  a  small  interest,  and 
form  good  securities.  The  debentures,  in  sums  it  may 
be  of  100/.  each,  will  be  registered  in  the  books  of  the 
tribunal,  and,  being  subject  to  a  stamp-duty,  will  produce 
an  enormous  revenue  to  the  country,  and  will  be  nego- 
tiable by  simple  delivery,  like  a  promissory  note  payable 
to  bearer.  He  aid  not  expect  to  carry  his  bill  this 
session,  unless  government  would  take  it  up;  and  he 
should  re>t  content  with  having  it  referred  to  the  select 
committee  on  the  Registration  of  Assurances  Bill,  after 
the  second  reading. — Sir  John  Young  made  no  objec- 
tion to  the  second  reading,  and  he  thanked  Mr.  Scully 
for  his  speech.  He  announced  that  government 
intended  to  appoint  a  commission  to  inquire  into  the 
whole  subject;  and  he  hoped  that  next  session,  at  any 
rate   before  the    Encumbered    Estates    Court    should 


expire,  a  general  plan  for  a  permanent  settlement 
would  be  prepared. — The  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  select  committee  on  the  Registra- 
tion of  Assurances  Bill. 

On  Thursday,  June  30,  the  adjourned  debate  on  the 
Government  of  India  Bill  was  resumed  and  concluded. 
In  a  very  thin  house,  Mr.  Rich   made  a  speech   not 
only  against  the  bill,  but  against  the  past  government 
of  India  under  the  East  India  Company,  and  gave  his 
support  to  the  amendment.     The  discussion,  until  near 
its  close,  had  the  same  monotonous   characteristics  as 
preceding  discussions ;    and  following  Mr.   Rich,   long 
speeches  of  the  same  character,  on   either   side,    were 
delivered. — Mr.  Gumming   Bruce  defended  the  Com- 
pany ;  criticised  the  bill ;  but  opposed  the  amendment. 
He  also  went  into  the  details  of  a  plan  for  the  govern- 
ment of  India,  based  on  an  independent  constituency  of 
persons  in  this  country  who  have  property  in  India;  the 
disposal   of  patronage    by   the    Governor-General,    the 
Directors,  and  our  academic  institutions  ;  and  providing 
for  government  in  the  name  of  the  Queen.     Mr.  Bruce 
strongly  objected  to  the  mode  of  disposing  of  patronage 
laid  down  in  the  bill. — Mr.  Majorikanks  defended  the 
Court    of   Proprietoi-s,    and   opposed   the   amendment. 
Mr.    Napier  felt  bound  to  give  his  honest  support  to 
the  amendment :  but  he  did  not  repudiate  the  bill — he 
only  said   that   delay  was  necessary.- — Mr.  John  M.\c- 
gregor    advocated    the    bill.— -Mr.   Dighy    Seymour 
supported  the  amendment  in  a  long  discourse ;  which 
however,  consisted  of  materials  already   used  on   pre- 
vious  nights,   put   into   a   new   shape ;   closing  with  a 
sentimental  allusion  to  the  India  of  the  future,  coming 
up  out  of  the  wilderness  "  leaning  on  the  arm  of  British 
sympathy  and  guided  by  the  genius  of  British  reform." — 
— Sir  C.  Wood  hoped  they  might  be  able  to  come  to  a 
decision  on  this  important  subject  before   the  evening 
closed.     The  bill  for  the  government  of  India  expired  at 
the  beginning  of  next  year,  and  it  was  incumbent  on 
the   house   to   provide   a   plan   of  future   government. 
Agitation   was   not   a   proper   mode   of  determining   a 
question  of  this  importance.     The  question  of  what  the 
future   government  of  India  was  to  be  was  second  in 
interest  to  none  that  could  be  discussed  by  the  deliberate 
wisdom  and  calm  judgment  of  the  house,  and  he  hoped 
the  house  would   not   abdicate    its   judgment   on    the 
subject,  and  be  led  away  by  popular  opinion.     The  hon. 
member  for  Manchester  (Mr  Bright)  wished  to  appeal 
to  what  he  called  public  opinion,  but  by  that  he  meant 
public  opinion  agitated   by  such   speeches   as   he    had 
delivered,  not  only  where  they  could,  but  also  where 
they  could  not,  be  refuted.     Sir  C.  Wood  proceeded  to 
take  a  review  of  the  debate,  and  answered  in   turn  the 
objections   of  the   hon.   members  for   Manchester,  the 
West  Riding,  Newcastle  (Mr.  Blackett),  Montrose,  and 
others  who  had  expressed  their  intention  of  supporting 
the  amendment.     He  fully  admitted  there  were  defects 
in  the  present  system,  but  those  defects  the  government 
had  taken  every  means  in  their  power  to  remedy,  so  far 
as  could  be  done  by  home  legislation ;  such  questions, 
however,  as  land-tenure  and  imjirovements  in  public 
works,  could  not  be  dealt  with  here,  and  ought  not  to 
be  attempted,  as  the  best  machinery  for   the  purpose 
could   not   be   obtained. — Mr.   Disraeli     assured   the 
house     that,    in     endeavouring    to    consider    the    all- 
important  subject  now  before  them,  he  hoped  to  imitate 
the   temperate   spirit   which    characterised   the   states- 
manlike speech  by  which  the  amendment  was  introduced 
by    Lord    Stanley.     They    had    been    told    frequently 
during  the  debate  that  the  subject  should  not  be  treated 
in  a  party  spirit;  as  if  a  question  considered  in  a  party 
spirit  must  necessarily  be  considered  in  a  partial  and 
unjust  spirit.     Now,  they  were  all  members  of  a  house 
of  party,  which,  if  it  were  not  a  house  of  party,  they 
might  depend  upon  it  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the 
touutry.     There  had  been  some  controversy  as  to  the 
exact  subject  which  was  under  discussion.     But  there 
could  be  no  mistake  whatever  as  to  the  question  before 
them.     It   was   accurately,   comjdetely,    and    precisely 
expressed   in  the  title  of  the  bill  which   was  on   the 
table    of    the    house: — "A    bill    to    provide    for    the 
government  of  India;"  and  an  amendment  had   been 
moved  which  in   effect  said   this^-that  the   ministerial 
plan  of  providing  for  the  government  of  India,  while 


it  disturbed  much,  really  settled  nothing;  and  that, 
considering  the  late  period  of  the  session,  and  con- 
sidering that  a  parliamentary  committee  had  for  two 
years  been  sitting  to  investigate  the  condition  of  India, 
and  up  to  that  moment  had  not  fulfilled  its  olfice,  they 
should  wait  for  increased  information,  virtually  continue 
the  existing  act  for  the  government  of  India,  and 
hesitate  before  passing  a  permanent  measure  which  was 
not  adequate  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case.  That 
was  the  question  before  the  house.  Precedents  were  not 
wanting  for  the  course  which  Lord  Stanley  had 
proposed.  In  1813  and  1833,  periods  res|)ectively  of 
continental  war  and  domestic  revolution,  Lord  Grey, 
Lord  Grenville,  and  Mr  Charles  Wynn,  had  advocated 
a  similar  policy.  In  1833  the  five  great  grievances 
urged  were  precisely  those  now  urged  in  1853.  And 
he  asked  why  did  we  hear  of  these  again  ?  The  fact  of 
itself  showed  the  necessity  for  deliberation.  Nobody 
came  forward  to  declare  that  those  grievances  do  not 
now  exist ;  and  if  Parliament  did  not  feel  an  interest  in 
India,  India  would  soon  be  lost  to  the  country.  He 
denied  that  the  house  was  indifferent  on  the  question 
of  India.  Every  speaker  during  the  preceding  four 
nights'  debate  had  a  local  or  administrative  knowledge 
of  Indian  afl:airs.  (Cries  of  dissent  from  the  ministeiial 
benches.)  He  was  perhaps  wrong.  He  would  except 
himself  and  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  he 
■would  then  say  that  all  the  members  who  bad  spoken 
in  this  debate  were  either  connected  with  India,  or  had 
local  experience  in  Indian  aflVdrs.  It  was  remarkable 
that  the  highest  authorities  contradicted  themselves. 
One  gentleman,  a  director,  said  that  it  was  a  great 
mistake  to  suppose  the  Court  of  Directors  did  not 
exercise  a  bonil  fide  authority  ;  and  another,  of  equal 
knowledge  and  experience,  said  it  was  nonsense  to  talk 
about  the  Indian  Company,  and  that  the  real  power  lay 
with  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control.  A  third 
great  authority,  himself  a  former  Secretary  of  the  Board, 
and  for  some  time  a  member  of  the  Council  in  India, 
said  it  was  wasting  time  and  breath  ito  talk  either  of 
the  Board  of  Control  or  of  the  Court  of  Directors, 
because  the  Governor-General  was  alone  tlie  govern- 
ment of  India.  At  a  time  wlien  the  state  of  India  was 
most  perilous,  and  when  this  country  was  governed  by 
a  strong  ministry,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir 
Robert  Peel  selected  as  Governor-General  of  India,  at 
the  greatest  personal  sacrifice,  or.e  of  their  colleagues 
and  sent  him  to  the  scene  of  imperial  danger.  That 
nobleman  succeeded  in  everything  he  undertook,  but 
in  the  very  heart  of  his  enterprise  he  was  abruptly 
recalled  from  his  government,  and  by  whom  ?  By 
his  sovereign?  By  her  majesty's  ministers?  By  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control  ?  Not  at  all — but 
by  the  Court  of  Directoi-s.  This  was  a  startling  fact. 
Lord  EUcnborougb,  the  selected  minister  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  was  recalled  by  the  directors 
with  every  circumstance  of  shame,  and  the  next 
day  his  sovereign  elevated  him  in  the  peei-age, 
and  rewarded  him  with  a  red  ril)bon.  Mr.  Disraeli 
wanted  to  know,  then,  who  were  the  real  governors  of 
India,  and  where  was  the  responsibility  ?  He  objected 
to  the  system  of  nominees,  which  he  would  beg  to 
remind  the  house  was  no  new  proposition.  In  1833 
the  plan  that  certain  members  of  the  board  should  be 
named  by  the  government  was  proposed,  and  met  with 
the  most  strenuous  opposition  from  the  right  hon. 
member  for  Edinburgh,  who  was  as  great  an  authority 
then  as  at  present.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  now 
as  warmly  supported  the  identical  pi'oposition.  He 
(Mr.  Disraeli)  preferred  the  existing  system  on  the 
whole  to  that  proposed,  which  had  all  the  former's 
defect?  and  none  of  its  advantages.  The  bill  had 
received  no  real  support  from  any  member  of  the 
house  who  did  not  happen  to  be  in  othce,  the  right 
hon.  member  for  Edinburgh  excepted  ;  and  he  had 
never  made  a  more  agreeable  speech  or  a  feebler  defence. 
Mr.  Disraeli  proceeded  to  satirise  Sir  James  Gra!:am 
and  Sir  Charles  Wood,  levcllin?  at  the  latter  some 
sarcasms  about  his  promised  annual  budget  of  the 
Indian  finances.  Addressing  himself  lastly  to  the 
question  of  delay,  he  declared  the  authorities  against  it 
to  be  worth  nothing,  and  especially  alluded  to  the 
reason  given  for  legislation  in  the  present  session,  that 


the  Reform  Bill  is  to  be  brought  forward  next  Easter. 
He  hoped  the  house  would  remember  the  circumstances 
under  which  this  argument  against  delay  was  made. 
It  was  two  years  since  the  noble  lord  the  member  for 
the  City  of  London  had  announced  his  readiness  to 
prepare  a  measure  of  parliamentary  reform.  He  did 
not  know  what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  amendment, 
but  in  going  into  the  loljby  with  his  noble  friend  he 
should  be  supported  with  the  consciousness  that  he  was 
doing  his  duty  to  his  constituents,  as  he  would  be  thus 
connecting  their  names  with  a  course  of  policy  wliieh 
he  tliouglit  would  be  honourable  to  themselves  and; 
beneficial  to  the  country. — Lord  J.  Russell  said  he 
could  not  avoid  remarking  on  the  lesson  which  Mr. 
Disraeli  seemed  to  give  to  his  party  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  address.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  having, 
no  clear  view  to  set  before  his  party,  the  more  intelligent 
of  that  party  had  thought  it  necessary  to  act  for  them- 
selves. He  could  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the 
amendment,  so  fallacious  were  its  terms  and  so  false  its 
intentions.  He  understood,  however,  that  a  conlimi- 
ance  bill  for  two  years  was  the  ultimate  object  •,  and 
here  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Bright  that  a  determined 
agitation  during  the  intervening  time  might  overturn 
the  government  of  the  East  India  Company,  but  he 
(Lord  John  Russell)  asked,  would  it  not  overturn 
British  rule  altogether  ?  He  thought  the  noble  lord 
(Stanley)  had  not  calculated  the  devastation  which  he 
might  create  if  he  was  successful  in  a  motion  which 
was  neither  conservative  nor  reforming.  He  (Lord  J. 
Russell)  contended  tliat  it  was  fair  to  cite  the  authority 
of  Lord  Hardinge  or  Lord  Dalhousie  upon  the  subject. 
He  came  then  to  the  question  of  double  government. 
He  did  not  pretend  th:;t  a  double  government  was  in 
itself  the  most  perfect  form  ;  but  it  was  not  vnse  and 
expedient  now  to  abulish  it.  He  showed  how  Mr. 
Disraeli  had  overlooked  some  important  provision 
when  he  objected  to  the  nomination  of  directors  by  the 
Crown,  and  the  propositions  generally  relating  to  the 
board.  The  introduction  of  competitions  instead  of 
patronage  was  a  strong  recommendation  of  the  measure. 
With  regard  to  British  rule  in  India,  he  pointed  back 
to  the  history  of  the  last  seventy  years,  to  show  that 
it  had  not  been  in  vain.  He  believed  that  the  Britisli 
government  should  be  permanent  in  India,  and  in 
order  not  to  place  it  in  jeopardy,  he  should  move 
against  the  amendment  and  support  the  bill.  The 
house  then  divided,  when  the  numbers  were: — For 
tiie  amendment,  140;  against  it,  322;  majority,  182. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  tmie. 

On  Friday,  July  1,  the  house  having  gone  into  com- 
mittee, the  CiiAKCELLoa  of  the  Exchequer,  in  moving 
Tlmt  tlic  Adveriisvment  Dxdy  skoidd  be  Reduced  to  &d., 
stated,  that  with  respect  to  the  stamp  duty  on  supple- 
ments, the  new  duty  on  supplements  should  be  irrespec- 
tive of  whether  they  contained  news  or  advertisements. 
He  also  should  ])ropose  that  the  supplement  sliould 
signify  a  single  theut,  or,  in  other  words,  an  enlai-ge- 
ment  of  50  per  cent,  to  newspaper  space — Mr.M.GlusON 
moved  as  an  araei:dment,  "  That  all  duties  now 
chargeable  on  advertisements  be  repealed,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  that  house  of  the  11th  day 
of  April  last."— The  Chaxcelloii  of  the  E^schequer 
justified  the  sixpenny  duty  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  fair  in  principle  and  moderate  in  proportion  to 
the  services  performed.  lie  denied  that  anj'  special 
boon  was  intended  to  the  large  monopolists,  and. 
be  believed  the  smaller  papers  would  prospectively 
profit  by  the  reduction  of  the  duty.  With  regard  to  the 
penny  stamp  upon  newspapers,  lie  had  instituted 
inquiries  at  the  Post-Ofiicc,  and  found  that  the  400,000^. 
so  received,  fairly  i)aid  for  the  actual  labour  created  by 
the  postal  transmission  of  newspapers.  The  monej', 
therefore,  was  fairly  earned,  although  he  would  not  say 
it  was  wise  to  levy  it  in  that  particular  form.  He 
admitted  the  impolicy  of  the  paper  duty,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  manner  in  which  it  pressed  upon  the  manufac- 
ture of  paper,  and  which,  therefore,  was  a  fit  tax  for 
repeal,  if  the  house  so  willed.  With  the  advertisement 
duty  the  case  was  altogether  different.  This  was  simply 
a  tax  upon  trade  and  labour,  and  he  asked  the  com- 
mittee whether  it  was  prepared  to  abolisti  all  taxes  of 
that  nature?     If  not,  thci-e  was  no  arijument  for  the 
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total  repeal  of  the  adyertisement  duty.     The  motion,  in 
fact,  was  simply  meant  as  an  attempt  to  subvert  indirect 
taxation,  and   he  warned    hon.   members  that  if  tliey 
assented  to  the  amendment,   they  would    shortly  find 
themselves  called  upon  to  go  much  furlher  in  the  same 
direction,  and  that  all  the  indirect  taxes  thus  repealed 
must,  of  course,  be  re-levied  upon   the  valued  property 
of  the  country.  The  surplus  now  left  upon  the  estimates 
of    the     year,   amounted   only  to   about   252,000/.  per 
annum,  and   it   would   be   dangerous   to   reduce  it  any 
further  at  a  time  when  great  financial  changes  wei-e 
being  carried  out.     The  motion  was,  in  fact,  a  trap  for 
the  substitution  of  direct  in  the  place  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion, which  he  looked  upon  as  "  a  delusion  and  a  snare," 
and  for  which  he  had  no  desire  to  prepare  the  way,  and 
against  the  consequences  of  which  he  warned  the  com- 
mittee to  be  on  their  guard,   if    they  sanctioned    the 
amendment  by  their  votes. — Mr.   CoiiDEN  accused  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  having  evaded  and  mis- 
represented  the   question.     The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  introduced   various   subjects   for    the    purpose    of 
mystifying  the  matter,  and  by  threatening  hon.  members 
with  further  additions   to   direct   taxation,  in   order  to 
effect  a  repeal  to  the  extent  of  60,000/.  a  year,  although 
he  had  boasted  of  having  repealed  3,000,000/.  of  taxation 
in  his  budget,  and  had  himself  occasioned  the  pecuniary 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  total  repeal  of  the  advertise- 
ment duty,  for  which  there  was  a  general  demand,  by 
making  a  change  in  the  supplement  duty  which  nobody 
asked  for.     The  tax   was  something   more   than  a  tax 
upon  trade  and  labour,  since  it  struck  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  commercial  transactions,  and  restricted  the  inter- 
communication of  wants  and  wishes.     It  operated  as  a 
bar  to  free  competition  amongst  newspapers,  and  was 
advocated  only   by  _thc  larger  and  most  prosperous  of 
the  public  journals. — Mr.  Spooxer  would  vote  against 
both  the  resolution  and  the  amendment,  hoping  to  see 
the  advertisement  duty  maintained  without  reduction, 
believing  that  it  was  neither  oppressive  as  a  tax,  nor 
objected  to  by  the  country. — Mr.  J.    M'GuEGOll  sup- 
ported the  amendment.— The  committee  then  divided, 
when  there  appeared  ; — For  the  amendment,  99  ;  against 
it,    109 ;    majority    against    the    amendment,    10. — In 
answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Milner  Giljson,  the 
Chancellor   of  the   Exchequer  said   the   tax    would   be 
levied  only  upon  those   advertisements  which  were  at 
at  present  liable  to  it.     The  advertising  van  system  was 
about  to  be   suppressed,    and    placards  would,   not   be 
allowed  to  be  carried  through  the  public  streets. — Mr.  M. 
Gibson  then  moved  that  pamphlets  and  literary  works  be 
exempt  from   the  operation  of  the  tax. — Mr.   Bright, 
in  opposing   the   resolution,   said  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer   woidd   receive   more    than    his    miserable 
"  sixpence  "  from  the  letters  passing  through  the  Post- 
Office,  which  the  advertisements  would  occasion.     He 
hoped,  when  the  report  was  brought  up,  that  Mr.  M. 
Gibson    would    again    take   the  opinion    of  the   house 
upon  the  subject,  and  ask  for  the  total  repeal  of  the  tax. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  expressed  his 
acquiescence  in  Mr.  Gibson's  amendment  relaiing  to 
pamphlets  and  other  literary  works,  provided  they  were 
not  continued  periodically. — Mr.  Crawford  moved 
that  in  place  of  "sixpence"  in  the  resolution,  the 
cypher  "  0  "  be  substituted. — Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Baillie, 
Mr.  Cobden,  and  other  members  recommended  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  accede  to  the  proposal 
without  further  opposition. — The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer declined  to  adopt  the  suggestion. — Lord  J.Rrs- 
SELL  thought  that  the  proposal  of  his  right  honourable 
friend  to  repeal  two-thirds  of  the  advertisement  duty  ought 
to  have  saved  him  from  the  reproaches  which  had  been 
showered  upon  him.  The  committee  had  decided  in 
favour  of  that  propo.sition,  and  the  attempt  to  produce 
a  second  division  was  most  unfair,  especially  in  the 
absence  of  those  who  had  previously  voted.  Should  the 
amendment  be  carried,  it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  entire  repeal  of  the  duty.  The  immediate 
effect  of  the  amendment  would  be  to  retain  the  Is.  6d. 
duty  instead  of  6d.,  as  proposed  by  the  resolution.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared  that  he 
would  not  alter  the  resolution. — The  committee  divided, 
and  the  numbers  were — for  the  amendment,  68  ;  against 
it,  63  ;  majority,  5. — The  Ch.\ncellor  of  the  Exche- 


quer then  said  that  he  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
committee  upon  the  amended  resolution. — After  a  short 
discussion  the  committee  again  divided,  when  there 
appeared — -for  the  amended  resolution,  70 ;  against  it, 
61  ;  majority  against  ministers,  9. — Mr.  Hume  wished 
to  know  whether  the  committee  was  justified  in  adopting 
a  resolution  with  a  "nought"  in  place  of  6rf.,  the  sum 
originally  proposed. — The  Spe.4.ker  decided  that  there 
was  no  informality  in  the  proceeding. — The  Chairman 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  house. then  went  into  committee  on  the  Suc- 
cession Tax  BUI,  Mr.  Bouverie  in  the  chair.  The 
several  clauses  down  to  29  were,  with  some  verbal 
amendments,  ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  bill,  when  the 
chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  house  resumed. 

On  the  motiim  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Westminster 
Bridge  Bill,  Mr.  Frewen  remarked  that  there  was  a 
strong 'objection  to  lowering  the  headway  of  the  bridge 
from  52  feet  to  20  feet,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  pre- 
vent vessels  of  large  size  from  passing  up  and  down  the 
river. — Mr.  Alcock  said  that  to  lower  the  bridge  would 
be  to  inflict  serious  injury  to  wharfs  on  both  sides  of  the 
river. — Sir  W.  Molesworth  replied  that  the  proposed 
alteration  would  be  found  to  be  highly  advantageous  as 
regarded  land  traffic,  the  ascent  being  rendered  more 
easy,  whilst  arches  of  twenty  feet  high  would  be  quite 
adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  river  navigation.— Mr. 
Henley  said  the  promised  bridge  would  be  a  pei-manent 
barrier  across  the  river,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
afford  a  better  view  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament. — Mr. 
C.  Burrell,  after  expressing  his  disajiproval  of  the  pro- 
posed bridge,  moved  that  the  debate  be  adjourned  for  a 
week. — The  house  divided  : — for  the  adjournment,  29  ; 
against,  34 ;  majority  5. — The  house  again  divided  on 
the  same  question  in  another  form.  The  numbers  were  : 
— for  the  adjournment,  26;  against,  34  ;  majority,  8. — 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

On  Monday,  July  4,  the  •iuccession  Duty  Bill  was 
discussed  in  committee,  and  several  amendments  were 
carried  upon  divisions. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Assistant  Judge  nf  Middle- 
sex Sessions  Bill  was  moved  by  Mr.  Lowe,  who 
explained  that  its  object  was  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  judge  from  1200/,  to  1500/.  a  year,  an  addition  stated 
to  be  well  merited  on  account  of  the  great  amount  of 
duties  discharged.— Lord  D.  Stu.\rt  made  some 
strictures  upon  the  judicial  conduct  of  the  present 
holder  of  the  office,  and  thought  the  public  would  be 
dissatisfied  with  an  addition  being  made  to  the  salary  of 
th,tt  individual, — Mr.  Bowyer  opposed  the  bill,  and 
urged  that  the  County  Court  judges,  with  more  numer- 
ous and  more  difficult  duties  than  an  assistant  judge, 
were  content  with  a  smaller  amount  than  that  proposed. 
— The  Attorney-Ge.ner-^l  urged  that  this  question 
ought  not  to  be  decided  on  personal  ground,  and  he 
remarked  upon  Lord  Stuart's  detaining  the  house  with 
idle  gossip  against  an  absent  man.  He  defended  the 
proposed  addition  on  the  ground  of  the  important  and 
numerous  duties  thrown  upon  the  judge — duties  which 
had  been  largely  augmenteil  since  his  acceptance  of 
office. — After  some  further  discussion  the  house  divided, 
and  there  appeared — for  the  second  reading,  61 ;  against 
it,  47. 

On  Tuesday,  July  5,  Mr.  Collier  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  'IVansfer  the  Testamentary  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  to  the  Courts  of 
Common  Laic  and  to  the  County  Courts.  He  adverted 
to  the  great  number  of  ecclesiastical  courts,  the  uncer- 
tain nature  of  their  jurisdiction,  their  increased  expense 
their  deficiency  of  machinery,  their  abuses,  such  as 
sinecurism,  and  their  deficiencies  as  regarded  the 
registration  of  wills  and  provision  for  their  safe  custody. 
His  object  was,  that  all  wills  with  regard  to  which  there 
is  no  dispute  shall  be  proved  in  the  County  Courts,  the 
circuit  of  each  County  Court  judge  being  formed  into  a 
district  for  ecclesiastical  purposes.  The  will  to  be 
proved  within  the  district  where  the  testator  dies.  The 
same  courts  shall  provide  registration,  and  custody  shall 
take  place  in  London.  In  cases  of  disputed  wills  he 
proposed  that  where  the  property  does  not  exceed  300/., 
the  dispute  shall  be  settled  in  the  County  Court  of  the 
district  where  the  property  is  situated.  Where  the 
property  exceeds  300/.,  he  proposed  that  the  case  should 
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go  to  the  common  law  courts.  lie  also  proposed  that 
an  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  infiTior  courts  should 
be  to  the  courts  of  common  law.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  applicability  of  these  courts  to  decide 
such  matters,  and  the  pecuniary  advantages  would  be 
very  great.  The  circumstance  ot  the  common  law  court 
being  movable  was  another  advantage.  These  courts  at 
present  decided  questions  of  fact;  and  he  now  wished 
to  extend  that  jurisdiction,  leaving  equitable  questions 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  He  proposed  to  attach  to 
each  of  the  common  law  courts  an  officer  to  be  called 
the  clerk  of  probate,  who  would  generally  be  an  officer 
discharging  similar  duties  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts. 
With  regard  to  compensation,  he  would  limit  it  to  those 
who  actually  hold  office.  As  to  proctors,  they  mi.yht  be 
permitted  to  practise  as  attornejs  in  any  court  in  the 
kingdom.  For  the  purpose  of  probate,  he  would  con- 
solidate the  metropolitan  County  Courts  into  one.- — 
After  some  remarks  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  ConrsKTT  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
Limit  the  Hours  of  Labour  of  Females  and  Children 
in  Factories.  His  object  was  practically  to  restore  and 
extend  the  principle  of  the  ten  hours  act  of  1847.  He 
entered  into  a  long  statement  of  the  causes  which  had 
led  to  the  passing  of  that  act,  its  operation,  and  the 
effiscts  of  the  compromise  act  of  I80O,  which  he  con- 
demned as  inflicting  a  serious  injustice  upon  the 
employed,  by  imposing  upon  them  an  additional  half- 
hour's  labour  per  diem.  He  quoted  a  variety  of 
evidence,  in  order  to  show  the  numerous  violations  of 
the  present  system,  and  the  necessity  for  some  further 
legislation.  His  proposition  was  to  restrict  the  hours 
of  labour  of  all  persons  employed  in  factories,  including 
■women  and  all  young  persons  and  children,  to  ten 
hours  a  day  for  the  first  five  days  in  the  week,  and 
seven  hours  and  a  half  on  Saturdays.  In  order  to 
ensure  the  working  of  this  regulation,  the  bill  provided 
that  the  motive  power  in  all  factories  should  be 
suspended  from  half-past  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on 
the  first  five  days  in  the  week,  until  six  the  next 
morning;  and  on  Saturdays  in  a  similar  proportion. 
The  objection  made  to  this  plan  was  the  restriction  on 
the  motive  power ;  but  he  maintained  that  the  bill 
could  not  be  made  effective  in  any  other  manner,  and 
that  it  was  a  course  which  had  the  support  of  distin- 
guished authorities,  whose  evidence  he  cited.  These, 
and  a  provision  for  a  more  efficient  systeih  of  inspection, 
were  the  main  features  of  the  bill,  which  he  described 
at  considerable  length  to  a  very  thin  but  still  attentive 
house. — Lord  Palmekston  would  not  oppose  the 
introduction  of  the  bill,  but  reserved  to  himself  the 
privilege  of  taking  any  course  which  he  might  think 
proper  on  the  second  reading.  He  intended  to  bring  in 
a  bill  himself  to  limit  the  hours  of  latiour  as  far  as 
children  were  concerned,  providing  that  children  should 
not  be  employed  before  six  in  the  morning  or  after  six 
in  the  evening.  It  was  difficult  to  say  how  far  general 
interference  was  expedient  between  the  employers  and 
the  employed,  and  the  question  required  careful  con- 
sideration.— After  some  discussion  on  the  respective 
propositions  of  Mr.  Col)bett  and  Lord  Palnierston,  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Keating  moved  a  resolution  Censurinr/  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  for  their  Conduct  Relative  to 
Dockyard  Appointments.  —  Sir  John  Paktngton 
defended  the  l)oard.  Several  motions  for  the  adjourn- 
Tuent  of  the  debate  were  put  and  lost.  At  length  a 
motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  house  was  carried 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

On  Thursday,  July  7,  Mr.  Layard  complained  that 
his  motion  on  tlie  subject  of  Turkey  haA  been  postponed 
during  his  absence,  and  said  that  he  should  bring  it 
forward  on  Mondaj'  unless  satisfactory  reasons  were 
given  him  to  the  contrary. 

On  Friday,  July  8,  Lord  Pai.merstox  applied  to 
Mr.  Layard  to  withdraw  the  above  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  bringing  it  on  would  pr(jduce  inconvenience 
and  perhaps  injury.  After  some  conversation,  Mr. 
Layard  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  Indian  Bill. 
Several  amendments  on  various  clauses  were  rejected 
upon  divisions. 

On    Monday,    July    11,    Lord    John    Ru.ssell    in 


answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Disraeli  respecting  the 
Circidar  Dispatch  of  Count  Nessclrode,  which^  had 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  that  day,  said  that  it 
was  undoubtedly  an  authentic  document,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  the  llussian  government  could  sul)Stantiate 
the  allegation  that  the  entry  of  the  Russian  troops  into 
the  Danubian  princiijalities  was  caused  by  the  appearance 
of  the  English  fleet  in  the  Turkish  waters  ;  neither  did 
he  know,  from  his  reading  of  the  document,  that  there 
was  any  declaration  in  it  to  the  effect  that  matters 
would  not  be  arranged  between  Russia  and  Turkey 
unless  the  English  and  French  fleets  first  left  the 
Turkish  ports.  He  added,  in  answer  to  a  further 
question,  that  her  Majesty's  government  had  not  received 
any  information  of  the  occupation  of  Bosnia  by  the 
Austrian  army,  and  that  the  Austrian  ambassador  in 
this  country  had  expressed  his  disbelief  of  the  report. 

The  house  then  went  asain  into  committee  upon  the 
Government  of  Lidia  Bill,  commencing  with  the  third 
clause,  whicli  enacts  that  her  Majesty  may,  before 
April,  ISoi,  appoint  three  persons,  who  shall  have 
served  ten  years  in  India,  to  be,  from  that  date,  direc- 
tors of  the  company  for  two,  four,  and  six  years,  such 
persons  having  the  same  qualification  in  East  India 
stocli  as  is  now  required  for  a  director.  Mr.  V.  Smith, 
condemning  the  principle  of  nomination  by  the  Crown, 
moved  to  amend  the  clause  by  substituting  election  by 
the  Court  of  Directors,  suliject  to  the  approbation  of  her 
Majesty.  He  urged  that,  if  nominees  of  the  Crown  were 
admitted,  the  independence  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
would  be  destroyed,  and  the  advantages  of  the  check 
afforded  by  the  mixed  government  would  be  lost. — Sir 
C.  Wood  opposed  the  amendment.  After  very  full 
consideration,  he  said,  the  government  had  adopted  this 
mode  of  rendering  the  Court  of  Directors,  as  they  be- 
lieved, more  efficient,  without  destroying  the  indepen- 
dence of  that  body. — Ultimately  the  amendment  was 
negatived,  upon  a  division,  by  193  against  111. —  Sir  H. 
WiLLOUGUBY  moved  another  amendment  of  the  clause, 
the  eff'ect  of  which  was  to  direct  that  the  fifteen  direc- 
tors appointed  to  act  as  the  court,  should  prepare  a  list 
of  twelve  persons  who  shall  nave  been  twenty  years  in 
the  Indian  service,  out  of  whom  her  Majesty  should  be 
authorised  to  select  the  three  nominated  directors. — Sir 
C.  Wood,  on  various  grounds,  resisted  this  amendment, 
which  was  negatived  without  a  division. —Mr.  Rich 
moved  that  the  three  nominees  should  be  appointed  for 
three,  six,  and  nine  years,  instead  of  two,  four,  and  six 
years. — In  the  debate  which  ensued,  some  remarks  of 
Mr.  Bright  called  forth  a  vindication  of  himself  by 
Sir  J.  Hogg. — This  amendment  was  negatived. — Mr. 
T.  Baring  moved,  as  an  addition  to  the  qualifications 
of  the  three  nominees,  that  they  should  not  have  quitted 
the  Indian  service  for  more  than  five  years  ;  but,  after  a 
short  discussion,  he  withdrew  the  motion. — Mr.  Bkight 
proposed  to  expunge  that  ])art  of  the  clause  which  re- 
quired that  the  nominees  should  have  the  same  qualifi- 
cation in  the  stock  of  the  company  as  is  now  required 
for  a  director. — Sir  C.  Wood  said,  the  object  of  this 
part  of  the  clause  was  to  place  the  nominated  directors 
upon  precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  elected. — Mr. 
Bright  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  no  valid  reason 
for  the  possible  exclusion  of  men  otherwise  well  quali- 
fied ;  and  Lord  J.  Russell  consented  to  the  omission 
of  the  words,  which  were  accurdingly  expunged. — On 
reaching  the  third  clause,  the  chairman  was  ordered  to 
report  progress. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Seymer,  the  Canterbury  Writ 
was  fuither  suspended  till  tlie  29th  of  July. 

The  Attouney-Genekal  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  Suppression  of  Bettiny-Houses,  which 
would  be  done,  he  said,  without  interfering  with  the 
older  species  of  betting,  and  thus  put  down  a  mischief 
which  had  repeatedly  been  denounced. 

Lord  W.  Graham  inquired  Avhether  any  measures 
were  in  progress  or  under  consideration  for  Alleriny  the 
Dtvss  or  diminishing/  the  Jf'eiyht  of  the  Accoutrements 
of  the  Infantry  Soldier/ — Mr.  S.  Heriiert  stated,  tliat 
the  instructions  to  Lord  Seaton  called  his  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to  hope  that 
improvements  would  be  eff'ected. 

On  Tuesday,  July  12,  Mr.  E.  Ball  moved  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
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siderina;  the  Duties  on  Malt,  with  a  view  to  exempting 
from  duty  such  malt  as  might  be  consumed  by  the 
farmer  from  whose  barley  it  was  produced.  There 
bein?  au  evident  majority  on  the  opposition  side,  Mr. 
Ball  witnout  prefacing  his  motion  by  any  observations, 
moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  a  division  without 
further  delay ;  upon  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, who  had  been  absent  from  the  house,  arrived 
just  in  time  to  deprecate  the  attempt  of  Mr.  Ball,  which 
he  stigmatised  as  one  instigated  by  party  purposes.  He 
called  upon  the  house  to  remember  that  the  motion 
attempted  to  deal  with  a  large  sum  of  money.  He  next 
drew  a  long  and  careful  contrast  between  the  properties 
of  malt  and  barley,  and  declared  that  all  evidence  was 
against  feeding  cattle  on  malt.  On  fiscal  grounds,  also, 
he  objected  to  this  motion.  It  was  too  common  a 
practice  for  individual  members  to  bring  forward 
motions  directed  against  particular  taxes,  and  this  was 
one  which  would  only  give  partial  advantages  to  one 
class.     The  motion  was  negatived  by  73  to  69. 

Mr.  Mii.ES  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  system  of  Poor-law  Medical  Relief  in  England  and 
Wales.  He  thought  that  there  were  groat  abuses  in 
the  present  system,  which,  if  the  government  were  not 
at  present  prepared  to  remedy,  they  might  take  into 
considei-ation  during  the  recess.  The  medical  officers 
were  very  ill-paid,  and  occasionally  incompetent,  and  it 
would,  among  other  reforms,  be  important  to  appoint 
medical  inspectors.  Statistics  would  clearly  jjrove  that 
numbers  of  the  poor  were  driven  into  the  poor-law 
unions  to  gain  that  medical  attendance  which  is  denied 
to  them  at  home  from  their  want  of  means. — Mr.  Baines 
having  been  interrupted  by  an  attempt  to  count  out  the 
house,  expressed  his  belief  that  the  poor  did  not  lack 
medical  relief.  Whatever  might  be  the  faults  of  the 
present  system,  it  was  in  tliis  particular  vastly  superior  to 
the  former  one.  During  the  last  few  years  there  had 
been  a  large  and  gradual  increase  in  the  costs  of  medical 
relief,  and  a  proportionate  increase  in  the  number  of 
medical  officers.  The  appointment  of  medical  inspectors 
would  only  involve  unnecessary  expenditure  without 
producing  any  adequate  beneficial  results.  He  must 
therefore  oppose  the  motion  should  it  go  to  a  division, 
but  would  give  to  some  of  tlie  suggestions  which  had 
been  made  his  most  careful  consideration. — Sir  J. 
Trollope  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  destroy  the  co-operative  clubs  established  for  the 
purpose  of  medical  relief,  and  would  put  the  country  to 
considerable  expense.  —  Mr.  Miles  withdrew  the 
motion. — Mr.  Aglionb'y  was  moving  for  the  produc- 
tion of  some  papers,  when  the  house  was  counted  out. 

On  Wednesday,  July  13,  Lord  Palmekston,  in 
answer  to  Mr.  M.  Gibson,  who  made  an  inquiry  on  the 
subject  of  the  County  Hates  and  Expenditure  Bill,  said 
that  though  Mr.  Gibson  was  good  enough  to  invite  his 
friends  opposite  to  a  conversazione  every  Wednesday 
morning  on  this  bill,  he  would  advise  him  to  postpone 
these  weekly  meetings  until  further  notice.  He  was 
prepared,  on  the  part  of  government,  to  say  that  next 
session  they  would  introduce  a  measure  on  the  principle 
of  popular  representation  in  reference  to  the  administra- 
tion of  county  rates. — Sir  J.  Pakingtox  was  glad  that 
Mr.  Gibson's  measure  was  not  to  be  proceeded  with, 
and  hoped  that  the  government  would  approach  the 
subject  in  a  spirit  of  caution. — Mr.  V.  Scully  hoped 
tliat  the  new  bill  would  apply  to  Ireland.  After  some 
further  obsprvati(ms,  the  bill  was  withdrawn. 

Lord  GoUERicii  (in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Phillimore) 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  t>imo7n/  Bill. — Mr. 
G.  Butt  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  second 
reading  take  place  that  day  three  months.  He  des- 
cribed the  bill  as  calculated  to  do  no  good,  and  as  beinj 
an  attack  upon  the  law  of  England. — Sir  G.  Guey, 
though  concurring  in  the  amendment,  did  not  parti- 
cipate in  the  fear  of  danger  to  property  from  the  passing 
of  the  bill.  He  thought  the  measure  a  trifling  and  in- 
significant change  in  the  law,  utterly  unworthj'  of  the 
consideration  of  the  house.  The  bill  aimed  a  blow  at 
the  exercise  of  ecclesiastical  patronage  by  laymen,  but 
he  believed  that  patronage  inlay  hands  was  exercistd 
as  much  for  the  good  of  the  Church  as  that  in  clerical 
hands.  It  provided  for  an  unfr^quent  and  exceptional 
case,  namely,  that   in  which  a  layman  purchased  the 


next  presentation,  with  a  view  to  present  himself.  He 
objected  to  disturb  the  law  in  this  infinitesimal  degree. 
— Lord  Goderich  would  not  divide,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  rejected. 

Mr.  Addekley  obtained  have  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  Reformalion  of  Juvenile  Offenders.  The  object  of 
the  bill  (he  said)  was  limited,  being  for  the  establish- 
ment of  reformatory  schools,  to  which  very  young 
offenders  and  vagrant  children  might  be  sent  by  the 
magistrates.  It  embodied  a  portion  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  select  committee  on  juvenile  offenders. 

On  Thursday,  July  14,  on  the  order  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Scotch  Universities  Bill,  Sir  il_  Inglis 
moved  that  it  be  deferred  for  three  months,  observint;  that 
this  was  nothing  less  than  a  measure  to  dissolve  a  solemn 
contract  between  the  parliament  of  Scotland  and  that  of 
England ;  and  that  the  abrogation  of  a  national  com- 
pact, guaranteed  by  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  could  only  be  sanctioned  by  the  consent  of  both 
the  parties ;  whereas,  he  insisted,  and  appealed  to  evi- 
dence to  show,  that  Scotland  was  as  inimical  to  this 
change  now  as  the  kingdom  would  have  been  in  1706. 
He  then  argued  against  the  bill  upon  its  own  merits, 
urging  its  tendency  to  weaken  the  safeguards  of 
Christianity,  and  that  if  the  existing  tests  were  unsuited 
to  the  "present  state  of  Scotland— which  he  denied— 
there  were  other  remedies  besides  the  breaking  of  a 
solemn  compact,  the  infraction  of  the  oath  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  the  hazarding  thesecurity  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland. — Lord  Elciio,  in  the  absence  of  the  Lord 
Advocate,  defended  the  measure  as  reasonable  and  just. 
It  was,  he  said,  as  a  friend  to  the  Scottish  Church,  no 
less  than  as  a  friend  to  education,  that  he  supported 
the  bill,  which  had  been  introduced  to  remedy  the 
anomalous  state  of  the  law,  the  existing  tests  being 
[iractically  inoperative,  by  substituting  a  declaration 
in  lieu  of  the  tests  for  the  lay  chairs.  He  argued  that 
this  would  be  no  violation  of  the  Act  of  Security  or  of 
the  oath  of  the  Sovereign ;  that  the  universities  of 
Scotland,  were  no  appendages  of  the  Church  ;  and  that 
if  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  and  further,  if  a 
majority  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  were,  as  he 
maintained,  in  favour  of  the  bill,  parliament  were  not 
only  justified  but  called  upon  to  pass  it.  In  doing  this 
it  would  be  legislating  in  the  interests  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  which  had  not  the  power  of  enforcing  the 
existing  tests.  The  measure,  he  said,  svas  conceived  in 
the  true  spirit  of  the  age,  its  objects  being  the  promotion 
of  education  by  extending  the  field  of  choice  of  pro- 
fessors, and  the  removal  of  religious  disqualifications. 
After  some  discussion  the  house  divided,  when  the 
amendment  was  lost  by  106  to  17.— The  bill  was  then 
read  a  second  time,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Mr.  DiSK.VELl  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  State  of  Affairs  in  Turkey,  and  to  the  declaration 
of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  that  the  government  would 
listen  to  no  conditions  that  the  allied  fleets  should  leave 
the  Turkish  waters  before  Russia  gave  up  the  occupation 
of  the  Danubian  provinces.  And  he  asked  whether, 
considering  that  the  present  negotiations  were  merely 
of  a  formal  character,  and  that  they  had  been  brought 
to  a  dead  lock,  the  government  would  have  any  objec- 
tion to  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Layard's 
motion. — Lord  J.  Russell,  while  admitting  that  the 
words  of  Count  Nesselrode's  circular  would  admit  of  the 
interpretation  placed  upon  them,  could  not  believe  that 
the  government  would  make  such  a  condition.  Nor 
would  the  facts  of  the  case  warrant  the  assumption  that 
Russia  had  occupied  the  Danubian  provinces  on  account 
of  the  presence  of  the  combined  fleets  in  the  waters  of 
a  friendly  power,  and  for  a  friendly  object.  He  denied 
also  that  the  negotiations  had  arrived  at  a  "  deadlock." 
On  the  contrary,  propositions  were  now  under  negotia- 
tion, which  the  English  and  French  governnients 
thought  well  calculated  to  preserve  the  peace.  These 
negotiations  would  not  be  brought  to  a  close  for  a  short 
period,  and  in  the  meantime  he  thought  it  undesirable 
to  have  a  discussion  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Layard. 

The  Succession  Duti/  Bill  was  considered  as  amended. 
Nearly  all  the  amendments  were  rejected,  and  nothing 
agreed  to  of  any  importance.  Several  verbal  alterations 
were  made  by"the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
.also  added  a  proviso  to  the  50th  clause,  giving  the  right 
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of  appeal  to  the  County  Court  in  England,  the  Sheriff 
Court  in  Scotland,  and  the  Assistant  Barristers'  Court 
in  Ireland,  in  cases  where  the  sum  payable  for  duty  on 
the  assessments  in  question  does  not  exceed  fifty 
pounds. 

The  consideration  of  the  Government  of  India  Bill 
was  resumed  in  committee,  commencing  with  the  5th 
clause. — Mr.  Bright  moved  an  amendment  on  clause  9, 
])rovidin!f  that  six  of  the  directors  should  be  selected 
from  persons  who  had  resided  ten  years  in  India,  with- 
out any  specification  of  service  to  the  Crown  or  the 
company. — Sir  C.  Wood  consented  to  the  amendment, 
which  was  adopted,  after  some  discussion. — The  clause 
was  then  agreed  to,  and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bright, 
the  chairman  reported  progress. 

Assistant  Judge  (Middlesex  Sessions)  Bill. — Sir  J. 
Shelley  moved  that  this  bill  be  committed  that  day 
three  months,  but  withdrew  his  motion  after  some 
discussion,  in  the  course  of  which  the  bill  met  with  con- 
siderable support.  Tlie  house  accordingly  went  into 
committee.  Sir  J.  Shelley  moved  the  omission  of  the 
second  clause  relating  to  the  retiring  pension. — On  a 
division,  the  amendment  was  rejected  by  81  to  53,  and 
the  clause  agreed  to. 

The  Attorney-Gexeual  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Neicspapers  Utainp  Duties  bill,  and  explained  its 
object,  which  was,  while  upholding  the  decision  of  the 
Court  of  E.xchequer,  to  exempt  monthly  publications 
from  the  stamp,  to  establish  trie  law,  and  make  it  uniform 
with  regard  to  all  newspapers  without  regard  either  to 
size  or  price. — After  a  short  discussion,  the  bill  was  read 
a  second  time. 

On  Friday,  July  15,  Mr.  Miles  demanded  of  Lord  J. 
Russell  whether  it  were  intended  by  government  to 
proceed  against  the  priests  Burke  and  Clune  for  their 
conduct  at  the  Sixmile-bridge  Affair,  into  the  history 
of  which  he  entered  at  considerable  length,  in  order  to 
prove  the  complicity  of  those  persons  in  the  outrages. — 
After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Miln"e,  Lord  Pal- 
MEKSTON  remarked  that  this  subject  had  been  frequently 
and  amply  discussed  in  both  houses  of  parliament.  The 
government  had  originally  intended  to  prosecute  these 
priests,  but  the  advisers  of  the  Iri.sh  government  had 
recommended  differently,  and  it  was  not  intended  to 
order  further  proceedings.  They  were  not  necessary  as 
examples,  subsequent  elections  having  gone  off  peaceably. 
He  would  state,  however,  that  the  government  distinctly 
condemned  the  conduct  of  the  priests  in  question, 
altbougli  it  had  not  been  so  different  from  that  of  the 
Irish  priesthood  in  general  as  to  be  made  a  subject  for 
prosecution.  He  was  bound  to  say  that  many  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
had  conducted  themselves  at  the  elections  in  a  way 
calculated  to  cause  great  pain  to  those  who  desired  that 
ministers  of  religion  should  preserve  the  respect  due  to 
their  office.  Had  Protestant  clergymen  acted  in  a 
similar  manner,  there  would  have  been  an  outcry  all 
over  the  kingdom.  At  the  same  time,  allowances  might 
be  made  for  the  circumstances  of  tlie  political  crisis  at 
the  last  elections,  and  the  apprehensions  uiuler  which 
the  Irish  priesthood  then  laboured.  Advising  that  a 
veil  should  be  drawn  over  the  past,  he  deprecated  the 
continuance  of  the  discussion. — Mr.  Hume  made  the 
circumstances  referred  to  a  reason  for  recommending  the 
ballot. — Colonel  Nopa'H  denied  that  the  priests  had 
ceased  to  interfere  in  elections. — Serjeant  Shee  pro- 
tested against  the  charges  which  had  been  brought 
against  the  Irish  priesthood,  and  said  that  there  would 
be  no  peace  in  Ireland  until  her  grievances  should  be 
redressed. — Mr.  Malins  considered  that  Burke  and 
Clune  ought  to  have  been  prosecuted,  and  he  believed 
that  conviction  would  have  followed.  The  Catholic 
priests  regarded  every  political  event  as  a  crisis.  He 
urged  that  a  country  in  subjection  to  such  influences 
was  unfit  for  the  franchise,  and  he  hoped  that  Lord  J. 
Russell  would  take  steps  either  to  put  down  priestl)' 
intimidation  or  to  disfranchise  Ireland.  Lord  J. 
Rd.ssell  expressed  his  hope  that  a  discussion  which 
would  come  to  no  result  might  now  give  way  to  im- 
portant business. — Mr.  Miles  said  that  he  had  done  his 
duty  in  bringing  the  subject  forward. — Mr.  Lucas 
would  not  desire  to  screen  priests  wlio  exceeded  their 
legitimate  limits,  but  said  that  they  would  fail  in  their 


duty  if  they  did  not  warn  their  flocks  against  certain 
candidates  as  enemies  of  their  religion,  and  the  attempt 
to  repress  suoli  an  exercise  of  influence  would  be  insane. 
Assailing  the  conduct  of  Irish  landlords,  he  asserted 
that  at  the  Sligo  election  a  placard  had  been  issued, 
stating  that  Lord  Palmerston's  tenants  were  free  to  vote 
as  they  pleased,  and  that  in  twenty-four  hours  his  lord- 
ship's agent  had  contradicted  the  statement. — Lord 
Palmekston  explained  that  he  had  written  to  his 
agent,  stating  for  whom  he  would  desire  that  his  tenants 
should  vote  ;  but  adding  that  they  were  to  vote  as  they 
pleased,  and  tliat  no  consequences  would  arise  to  any 
man  who  might  take  his  own  course.  But  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  his  agent,  on  the  part  of  many  of  his 
tenants,  that  they  might  be  taken  to  Sligo,  as  otherwise, 
the  priests  and  their  adherents  would  fall  upon  them, 
and  compel  them  to  vote  against  their  wishes,  and  the 
result  was  that  forty  of  them  had  to  be  taken  to  Sligo, 
and  locked  up  in  a  house,  in  order  to  be  saved  from  the 
apprehended  violence  of  the  priests.  A  mob  of  2000 
men,  headed  by  a  priest  armed  with  a  gun,  was  stated 
to  be  in  waiting  for  an  obnoxious  individual. 

This  discussion  having  terminated,  the  house  went 
into  committee  on  the  Government  of  India  Bill.  The 
principal  subject  of  consideration  was  the  10th  clause, 
which  permits  directors,  including  those  nominated  and 
removeable  by  the  Crown,  to  sit  in  parliament. — Lord 
Jocelyn  moved  an  amendment  to  strengthen  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  nominees,  by  making  them  irremovable 
except  on  the  joint  address  of  the  two  houses.  This 
was  negatived  by  90  to  43. — Mr.  Bright  then  moved 
the  omission  of  the  clause  ;  in  which  he  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Cobden,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson, 
Mr.  Rich,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Smith  ;  the  clause  being 
defended  by  Sir  Charles  Wood,  Lord  John  Russell,  and 
Sir  James  Hogg.  The  amendment  was  negatived  by 
139  to  79. — On  clause  12,  Mr.  Hume  moved  to  substitute 
declaration  for  oath  ;  an  amendment,  like  a  very  similar 
one  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 
— Clause  13,  which  prohil)ited  canvassing,  was  aban- 
doned by  Sir  Charles  Wood,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Bright,  who  regarded  it  as  inoperative.  Clause  14 
was  affirmed,  and  the  house  resumed. 

On  the  report  of  the  Election  Expenses  Bill  some 
objections  were  made  to  the  measure,  in  which  Col. 
SiBTHORP  was  conspicuous.  The  bill,  said  the  colonel, 
was  "shabby,  moan,  low,  dirty,  and  paltry."  Further, 
it  was  "  slavish  and  degrading,"  and  unbecoming  a 
member  of  the  house,  who  could  be  a  "conservative" 
only  as  far  as  his  pockets  were  concerned  to  agree  to  it. 
He  moved  that  the  further  consider.ation  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  for  three  months.  After  some  further  pro- 
ceedings the  debate  was  adjourned. 

On  Monday,  July  IS,  Mr.  Bright  moved  for  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  allegations  contained  in 
petitions  from  Peterborough,  complaining  of  the  Inter- 
ference of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  at  Elections.  Mr.  Bright 
read  extracts  from  the  petition,  in  order  to  show  the 
extent  to  which  the  Fitzwilliam  influence,  by  means  of 
the  Fitzwilliam  property,  had  been  maintained  in  the 
city.  So  paramount  and  crushing  was  that  influence 
that  the  electors  would  be  content  to  allow  Earl  Fitz- 
william to  return  one  representative  if  they  were 
permitted  to  return  the  other. — Mr.  Fitzwilliaji 
seconded  the  motion,  believing  inquiry  to  be  necessary 
for  the  vindication  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  character. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  after  some  further  discussion. 

The  Succession  Dull/  Bill,  a.{tera.specc\\  in  opposition 
to  it  from  Mr.  Liddell,  was  read  a  third  time.  On 
the  motion  that  it  should  pass,  several  amendments 
were  moved  and  negatived  on  divisions;  and  ultimate- 
ly the  bill  passed  by  176  to  131. 

The  consideration  of  the  Government  of  India  Bill 
was  then  resumed  in  committee. — Mr.  Hume  moved  an 
amendment  on  tlie  22nd  clause,  to  allow  two  native 
gentlemen  to  be  included  in  the  legislative  council. — Sir 
C.  Wood  was  of  opinion  that  instead  of  making  the 
introduction  of  natives  compulsory,  the  system  which 
had  been  commenced  of  giving  them  increased  power, 
should  be  left  gradually  to  develop,  as  the  natives  them- 
selves advanced  in  capacity. — Lord  Stanley  wished  to 
elevate  the  natives,  but  did  not  consider  that  the 
amendment  prescribed  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing 
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the  object. — Lord  Jocelyn  agreed  with  Lord  Stanley. 
— Mr.  Blackett  gave  his  support  to  tlie  amendment, 
which  was  opposed  by  Sir  H.  Willougliby  as  perilous 
to  the  stability  of  our  Indian  empire,  and  by  Mr. 
Mangles  because  he  conceived  the  natives  to  be  unfit 
for  legislative  duties. — Mr.  Danby  Seymour  condemned 
the  course  pursued  by  the  government  as  calculated  to 
alienate  the  natives  from  the  government. — Alter  some 
further  discussion,  tlie  house  divided,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  lost  by  168  to  39.  The  clause  was  then 
agreed  to  ;  and  the  chairman  reported  progre.ss. 

On  the  third  I'eading  of  the  Assistant  Judge  (Middle- 
sex Sessions)  Bill,  Mr.  Alcock  moved  that  the  third 
reading  be  postponed  for  three  months. — Sir  D.  L. 
Evans  supported  the  amendment,  and  related  various 
anecdotes  of  the  "eccentricities  "  of  the  present  assist- 
ant-judge. On  a  division  the  bill  was  thrown  out  by 
63  to  42. 

Lord  Palmeeston  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorise  the  Closing  of  Burial-Grounds  in  Tow?is. 

On  Tuesday,  July  19,  at  the  morning  sitting,  the 
Lord-Advocate  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Ediiibia-gh  and  Canongaie  Anmiity  Tax  Abolitloii  Bill 
Its  object,  he  observed,  was  to  put  an  end  to  a  vast  deal 
of  irritation  in  Edinbui'gh.  The  bill  was  founded  upon 
the  report  of  a  select  committee,  and  was  almost 
identical  with  one  which  had  been  prepared  by  his 
predecessors  in  office.  The  ta.K  was  one  of  si.x  per 
cent.,  levied  upon  the  householders  of  Edinburgh  for 
the  svipport  of  ministers  of  the  Cliurch  of  Scotland  in 
that  cit3',  who  received  salaries  from  it  of  about  600^. 
per  annum.  Since  its  .'first  imposition  in  1661  it  had 
become  so  unpopular  that  it  had  been  more  than  once 
found  necessary  to  call  out  the  military  to  enforce  it. 
The  present  number  of  ministers  was  IS,  and  these  the 
bill  proposed  to  reduce  to  15,  and  their  salaries  to  500/. 
per  annum.  It  was  also  proposed  to  abolish  the  present 
impost,  and  to  supply  its  i)lace  by  a  municipal  tax  of  3 
per  cent.— the  balance  to  be  supplied  from  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  To  secure,  however,  that  fund  from 
loss,  the  bill  provided  that  it  should  be  reimbursed  by 
the  fulling  in  of  the  Deaneries.  Under  these  circum- 
stances he  asked  the  house  to  agree  to  the  bill,  as 
interfering  in  no  way  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Church, 
and  being  in  other  respects  extremely  beneficial. — Mr. 
J.  B.  Smith  opposed  the  bill  on  account  of  the  entire 
change  of  circumstances  since  the  imposition  of  the  tax. 
He  moved  that  the  second  reading  be  postponed  for 
three  months. — After  some  discussion,  the  debate  was 
interrupted  by  the  speaker  leaving  the  chair  at  four 
o'clock.  At  six  o'clock  the  house  re-assembled,  and 
was  imnjcdiately  counted  out. 

Oil   Wednesday,   July   20,    Sir    J.    Pakington,   in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Vaccination  Exten- 
sion  Bill   (which   had   been   sent   from  the   House  of 
Lords),  stated  its  object,  which  was  to  render  vaccina- 
tion compulsory,  under  pecuniary  penalties,  and  showed 
the  unsatisfactory  results  of  the  voluntary  system.     The 
mortality  from  smallpox  was  greater  iu  England  than 
ill  almost  any  other  country  in  Europe.     A  regard  for 
the  public  welfare,  therefore,  demanded  some  improve- 
ment of  the  law  ;  the  machinery  of  this  bill  for  carrying 
out  the    pecuniary    penalties,   he    admitted,    required 
alteration ;  but  all  that  the  house  was  now  called  upon 
to   sanction   was   the    principle    of    compulsion. — Lord 
Palmerstox  said  that  Sir    John  had   produced   irre- 
fragable proof  that  some  measure  was  necessary,  the  more 
so  on   account  of  circumstances   inseparable  from   the 
subject.     The  object  was  to  prevent  a  fearful  disease  by 
timely  foresight  and  protection,  and  the  classes  most  in 
need   of    this   precaution   were   the   poorest   and   most 
ignorant — those  least  likely,  by  their  own  impulse,  to 
adopt   precautions.      He   was    prepared,    therefore,    to 
assent  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  agreeing  with  Sir  J. 
Pakington    that   its   machinery    required   considerable 
alterations. — Mr.  Brady  opposed  the   further  progress 
of  the  bill,  pointing  out  what  he  considered  to  be  faults 
ia   its  provisions. — Sir   G.   Strickla"d  objected  to   the 
compulsory  principle.     The  best  course,  in  his  opinion, 
■was  to  allow  vaccination  to  be  voluntary,  and  education 
would    in    a    short    time     overcome    prejudice.- — Mr. 
Frewen    likewise   opposed   the   bill,  which   was,  how- 
ever, read  a  second  time. 


On  the  order  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Attorneys' 
and  Solicitors'  Certificate  Duty  Bill,  Lord  R.  Ghos- 
VENOR,  after  adverting  to  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  he  was  placed  after  the  vote  of  the  house  since 
the  first  reading  of  this  bill,  and  after  the  opinions 
e.xpressed  in  favour  of  the  budget  as  a  whole,  said  that, 
if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  say  that  the 
present  duty  was  retained  merely  for  revenue  purposes 
this  year,  and  would  promise  to  take  the  ta.x  into  con- 
sideration next  year,  he  was  willing  to  forego  a  division. 
— Mr.  MuRROUOH  complained  that  he  had  been  brought 
down  to  vote  xipon  a  political  sham,  and  accused  Lord 
R.  Grosvenor  of  insincerity. — Mr.  Hume  appealed  to 
the  house  whether,  after  what  had  passed  since  the 
introduction  of  this  hill,  it  would  be  acting  consistently 
and  with  justice  to  the  government  to  proceed  with  it  ? — 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheuuer  having  defended 
Lord  R.  Grosvenor,  whom  he  complimented  upon  his 
chivalrous  perseverance  on  behalf  of  a  feeble  and  un- 
protected class,  said,  the  government  could  be  at  no 
time  a  party  to  a  repeal  of  the  certificate  duty,  leaving 
in  an  unmitigated  state  the  enormous  tax  upon  admis- 
sions ;  but  he  could  not  give  a  pledge  that  in  any  future 
year  he  would  propose  the  repeal  of  this  duty,  since 
there  was  a  long  array  of  claims  for  relief  from  taxation, 
some  of  which  were  far  more  imperative.  With  respect 
to  the  state  of  the  revenue  on  the  18th  of  April,  he  had 
calculated  the  surplus  of  the  year  at  495,000/.  Looking 
at  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country  and  to  the 
prospects  of  the  harvest,  if  he  were  to  frame  a  new 
estimate  for  the  year  1853-54,  he  could  not  make  a  more 
favourable  one.  After  allowing  for  the  ascertained 
gains  and  losses,  and  the  probable  charges  upon  this 
surplus,  the  amount  would  be  reduced  to  less  than 
150,000/.  Two  demands  were  then  made — one  for  the 
repeal  of  the  advertisement  duty,  amounting  to 
80,000/.,  and  another  for  the  abolition  of  the  certificate 
duty,  producing  an  equal  amount ;  and  if  both  duties 
were  repealed,  the  financial  operations  of  the  year 
would  have  to  be  carried  on,  not  with  a  surplus,  but 
with  a  deficiency.  The  government  thought  the  most 
prudent  course  was  to  rejieal  neither  duty  ;  but  if  com- 
pelled to  choose  between  the  two,  and  if  the  house 
should  press  the  repeal  of  the  advertisement  duty  he 
had  no  hesitation  iu  saying  that  he  should  prefer  that 
alternative.  He  therefore  declined  to  give  any  pledge 
on  the  subject  of  the  certificate  duty,  and,  hoped  the 
house  would  put  a  stop  to  the  repeated  discussions 
of  this  pi'oposition,  and  express  [a  definite  and  final 
opinion  upon  the  subject  of  this  duty.  After  some 
further  discussion  the  bill  was  thrown,  out  by  186 
against  102. 

The  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Recovery  of 
Personal  Liberty  Bill,  adjourned  on  the  22d  of  June, 
was  resumed. — The  Speaker  explained  the  state  of  the 
question  before  the  house — namely,  that  the  original 
question  was  "  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  second  time ; " 
and  that  upon  an  amendment  being  moved  by  Mr. 
Phinn  to  leave  out  all  the  words  after  "  that,"  in  oider 
to  insert  other  words,  the  house  had  decided  that  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  should  not  stand  part  of 
the  question  ;  so  the  only  part  of  the  original  question 
which  remained  was  the  word  "that;"  and  the  question 
now  was,  whether  the  words  proposed  by  Mr.  Phinn — 
"that  it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider 
whether  any  and  what  regulations  are  necessary  for  the 
better  protection  of  the  inmates  of  establishments  of  a 
conventual  nature,  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  exercise 
of  undue  influence  in  procuring  the  alienation  of  their 
property  " — or  any  other  words,  should  be  added  thereto. 
—Mr.  J.  Ball,  after  congratulating  the  house  upon  the 
bill  having  been  renounced  and  scouted  by  its  own 
supporters,  proceeded  to  argue  against  Mr.  Phinn's 
amendment,  which  he  characterised  as  unnecessary,  un- 
precedented, and  one  of  a  series  of  measures  intended  to 
engage  the  legislature  in  a  struggle  against  institutions 
which  interested  the  deepest  affections  of  a  large 
number  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  He  defended  con- 
ventual establishments,  and  dwelt  at  some  length  upon 
the  groundless  aspersions  which  had  been  cast,  he  said, 
upoii  Roman  Catholic  institutions  and  upon  the  Roman 
Catholic  creed.— Mr.  E.  Ball,  though  a  Protestant 
dissenter,  was    bound    to    say   that,  although   Roman 
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Catholics  had  called  for  facts,  showing  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  these  institutions  as  a  justification  of  inquiry, 
iioue  had  been  produced  ;  and  this  consideration  had 
very  much  influenced  his  mind  upon  this  question.  In 
religion  he  was  the  very  antipodes  of  a  Roman  Catholic ; 
but  he  knew  that  a  change  could  not  be  efl'ected  by  per- 
secution or  insult.  He  had  visited  nunneries,  and  the 
result  of  his  inspection  had  led  him  to  the  conclusion 
that  these  were  most  useful  establishments.  —  Mr. 
WuiTESiDE  recalled  the  house  to  the  real  question, 
whether  an  inquiry  was  expedient  into  these  establish- 
ments, with  reference  to  the  alienation  of  the  property 
of  the  inmates,  and  he  referred  to  several  cases,  in 
recent  times,  before  the  courts  in  Ireland,  in  which 
instruments  divesting  such  persons  of  their  own  property 
in  favour  of  conventual  establishments  had  been  con- 
tested on  the  ground  of  coercion  and  influence.  With 
all  tliese  instances  upon  record,  there  was  nothing  un- 
reasonable, he  remarked,  in  asking  fur  an  inquiry  into 
the  influence  alleged  to  be  exerted  over  persons  in 
convents,  and,  if  the  inquiry  redounded  to  the  honour 
of  these  institutions,  they  would  have  the  benefit  of  it. 
After  a  strong  denunciation  of  the  anti-progressive 
spirit  of  the  ultramontane  Romish  party,  he  expressed 
his  firm  conviction  that,  whatever  might  be  the  fate  of 
this  motion,  there  must  ultimately  be  an  inquiry  into 
this  subject. —  Mr.  Drummo.nd  said,  it  had  been 
his  good  fortune  and  hap])incss  to  number  Roman 
Catholics  among  his  private  friends, — all  his  sympathies 
were,  therefore,  in  their  favour;  but  he  took  his  stand 
upon  the  fact  that  the  secular  power  assumed  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  was  never  abandoned,  never 
mitigated  or  mollified  ;  they  had  declared  their  deter- 
mination to  carry  out,  and  he  was  equally  determined 
to  expose,  the  object  they  aimed  at,  and  the  means  by 
which  they  meant  to  accomplish  it.  He  acknowledged 
the  charitable  labours  of  Roman  Catholics,  which  put 
those  of  Protestants  to  shame ;  but  this  was  not  the 
question ;  the  question  was,  whether  the  inmates  of 
convents  required  protection.  The  legislature  had  found 
it  necessary  to  protect  children  against  the  cruelty  of 
their  parents,  which  took  different  forms  in  different 
classes  of  society.  The  opponents  of  the  inquirj'  talked 
of  the  liberty  of  these  persons;  but  what  liberty  could 
there  be  where  priests  laid  down  the  doctrine,  that  the 
very  perfection  of  Christianity  was  to  believe  that  black 
was  white  and  white  black,  if  Holy  Church  said  so  ? — Mr. 
O'Brien  opposed  the  motion,  as  did  Mr.  Roche,  who 
contended  that  no  cause  had  been  shown  for  inquiry, 
and  that  the  law  was  strong  enough  already. — Sir.  J. 
Tyhell  mentioned  ^facts  which  he  thought  disproved 
the  assertion  that  the  inmates  of  convents  had  freedom 
of  egress. — Mr.  J.  D.  Fitzgerald  stated  and  discussed 
the  details  of  the  cases  cited  by  Mr.  Whiteside,  and  ob- 
served that,  old  as  these  establishments  were  in  Ireland, 
only  four  instances  could  be  adduced  of  anything  like 
coercion,  and  in  every  case  the  law  had  free  scope.  In- 
quiry was  unnecessary  upon  that  ground ;  and,  with 
re.epect  to  personal  liberty,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
afforded  a  sufficient  remedy.  He  considered  this  motion 
as  more  objectionable  than  the  bill,  and  protested  against 
inquiry,  which,  upon  such  a  subject,  would  prolong  and 
exasperate  irritation. — On  the  motion  of  Lord  Palsier- 
STON,  the  debate  was  adjourned  until  the  10th  of  August. 

On  Thursday,  July  21,  in  the  mid-day  sitting,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  withdrew  the  Savings 
Bank  Bill  on  account  of  the  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  stated  that  before  the  commencement  of  next  ses- 
sion the  bill  should  have  further  consideration.  He 
observed  that  if  the  security  of  the  country  should 
be  given  to  the  depositor,  it  could  be  effected  only  under 
the  most  efficient  control  over  the  management  and  the 
funds. 

In  the  evening  sitting  Colonel  Blair  inquired  whe- 
ther any  official  report  had  reached  the  War-office  that 
Sickness  Prevailed  at  the  Camp  at  Chohham.  Sir  John 
Shelley  had  read  a  "  newspaper  statement  "  to  that  effect 
on  a  previous  evening,  the  truth  of  which  Colonel  Blair 
took  that  opportunity  of  denying. — Tiie  Si;CRETARY-at- 
War  stilted  that  all  the  reports  which  had  been  received 
concurred  in  testifying  to  the  good  humour  and  cheer- 
fulness with  wliieli  the  troops  had  performed  their  duty. 
With  regard   to   hicknes>,  he  was    able    to  state   that  'it 


prevailed  to  a  less  extent  than  it  would,  probably,  had 
the  same  number  of  men  been  in  barracks.  — '^ 

Mr.  Bright  asked  a  question  with  regard  to  the 
Case  of  Phillips  the  Cabman,  sentenced  by  a  police 
magistrate  to  a  month's  imprisonment,  for  not  being 
able  to  pay  5*.  deposit  for  the  measurement  of  a 
disputed  distance. — Lord  Palmekston  said  that  it 
should  be  inquired  into.  He  added  that  a  book  of 
distances  was  in  preparation. 

The  Government  of  India  Bill  was  resumed  in  com- 
mittee, and  several  clauses  were  agreed  to. 

On  Friday,  July  22,  Mr.  Layard  asked  a  question 
with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  Neffotiations  Pending 
between  Russia  and  Turkey,  and  with  regard  to  the 
production  of  papers.  He  denounced  the  conduct  of 
Russia  as  altogether  unprecedented  and  dangerous,  not 
only  to  weak  states,  but  to  the  peace  of  Europe  itself. 
He  considered  that  the  house  had  a  right  to  know  the 
position  assumed  by  the  English  government,  in  order 
to  judge  whether  that  position  was  worthy  of  the  gravity 
of  the  circumstances  and  the  honour  of  the  country. 
Should  the  house  consider  that  the  protests  or  remon- 
strances made  by  the  government  were  unequal  to  the 
necessities  of  the  crisis,  they  could  then  express  their 
opinion  ;  and  he  hoped  that  Lord  J.  Russell  would  name 
a  day  for  the  discussion  of  the  question. — Lord  John 
Russell  described  the  present  state  of  affairs  as  they 
are  publicly  known,  and  observed  that  tlie  determina- 
tion of  the  government  to  maintain  the  independence  of 
Turkey  had  been  marked  by  the  sending  of  the  fleet  to 
the  Dardanelles.  Negotiations  had  also  been  instituted, 
for  it  was  evident  that  until  all  such  means  had  been 
tried,  no  minister  was  justified  in  hazarding  so  valuable 
a  blessing  as  peace.  While  negotiations  were  in  progress, 
it  would  be  unadvisable  to  lay  the  papers  relating  to 
them  before  a  popular  assembly  for  the  purpose  of 
debate.  On  that  ground  he  appealed  to  the  house  not 
to  insist  upon  their  production,  especially  as  the  nego- 
tiations, so  far  from  having  terminated,  had  scarcely 
commenced,  owing  to  the  length  of  time  necessary  for 
communicating  with  Constantinople  and  then  with 
St.  Petersburg.  Lord  John  remarked  in  terms  of  high 
praise  upon  the  reply  of  the  French  minister  to  the 
Russian  note,  and  expressed  the  concurrence  of  the 
English  government  with  the  conduct  of  France  in  the 
affair.  The  two  powers  were  united  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  Europe.  Should  all  their  efforts  fail,  then 
ministers  would  not  hesitate  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
patriotism  of  parliament.  Under  all  circumstances,  he 
could  not  name  a  day  for  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Layard's 
motion. 

Lord  Palmerston,  alluding  to  the  Case  of  the  Cabman 
about  which  a  question  had  been  asked  on  the  previous 
day,  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  magis- 
trate, who  said  he  decided  that  the  cabman  had  made 
an  overcharge,  but  gave  him  the  option  of  having 
the'  ground  measured,  on  making  the  usual  deposit 
of  5s.  The  cabman  declined  the  test  without  as- 
signing the  want  of  money  as  a  reason.  Upon  this, 
sentence  was  pronounced  fur  the  overcharge,  namely,  a 
fine  of  40^.,  which  not  being  forthcoming,  a  month's 
imprisonment  was  substituted.  Since  then  the  fine  had 
been  paid,  and  the  prisoner  released. 

The  Government  of  India  Bill  was  further  considered 
in  committee,  and  a  number  of  clauses  were  agreed  to, 
several  amendments  being  negatived.  A  long  incidental 
discussion  took  place,  arising  from  charges  which  had 
been  made  by  Mr.  Bright  against  one  of  the  directors, 
but  without  any  result. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the  En- 
cumbered Estates  (Ireland)  Act  Continxiance  Bill, 
Mr.  Whiteside  gave  the  measure  his  fierce  opposition, 
in  a  long  speecli  delivered  at  a  late  hour. — Mr.  Keogh 
replied  in  a  still  longer  speech,  delivered  at  a  still  later 
hour,  in  favour  of  the  bill. — Mr.  Isaac  Butt  made  a 
speech,  not  objecting  to  tiie  committee,  but  pointing  oit 
defects  in  matters  of  detail. — Cul.  Uunne  followed  in 
determined  opposition  to  the  bill. — Lord  Naas  alto 
supported  Mr.  Whiteside  ;  and  after  a  discussion,  in 
which  Mr.  M'Cann  and  Mr.  Macartney  took  part, 
the  bill  was  committed  proformi't. 

On  ISIonday,  July  23,  the   house  proceeded  in  com- 
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mittee  with  the  Government  of  India  Bill,  when  several 
amendments  were  moved  and  negatived. 

The  Crime  and  OtUrage  (Ireland)  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  after  a  long  discussion  and  amendment 
postponing  the  second  reading  for  three  months,  which 
was  negatived  by  141  to  23. 

"  In  committee  on  the  Stamp  Duties  (No.  2)  Bill,  on 
the  clause  for  altering  the  duty  on  newspaper  supple- 
ments, Mr.  Newdegate  moved  the  omission  of  the 
clause,  as  being  calculated  to  benefit  the  rich  newspapers 
at  the  expense  of  the  poor  ones.  On  a  division,  the 
clause  was  agreed  to  by  92  to  40.  The  remainder  of  the 
clauses  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the  bill  passed  through 
committee. 

On  Tuesday,  July  26,  on  the  early  sitting,  the  hidia 
Bill  was  further  proceeded  with  in  committee.  In  the 
evening  the  house  met  again,  and  was  immediately 
counted  out. 

PROGRESS  OF  BUSINESS. 

House  of  lords. — June  27th. — Tyuemouth  and  Barnstaple, 
commissious  of  in(iuuy  agreed  to. — Income  Tax  Bill  read  a 
third  time  aud  passed. — Excise  Duties  on  Spirits  Bill  read  a 
second  time. 

SUth. — Jamaica,  Duke  of  Newcastle's  statement. — Punish- 
ment of  Transportation  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

July  4th. — Church  Building  Acts  Amendment  BiU  com- 
mitted.— Excise  Duties  on  Spirits  BiU  passed. 

5th. — East  India  Company's  Forces  Bill  read  a  first  time. — 
Encumbered  Estates  Court  (Ireland)  BiU  passed. 

7th. — Ru.ssia  and  Turkey,  Lord  Clanricarde's  motion  post- 
poned.— Wilson's  Estate  BUI  (Hiimpstead  Heath)  thrown  out. 
— Soap  Duties  BUI  passed. — East  India  Company's  Forces  BiU 
withdrawn. 

Sth. — Savings'  Banks  Annuities  Bill  read  a  second  time. — 
Prevention  of  Briberj'  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

11th. — Convicted  Prisoners'  Removal  and  Confinement  Bill 
read  a  second  time. — Savings'  Banks  Annuities  Bill  committed. 

12th.— Juvenile  Mendicancy  Bill  committed. — Convicted 
Prisoners'  BUI  committed. — Savings'  Banks  Annuities  BiU 
passed. 

14th. — Criminal  Law  Digest  postponed  tiU  next  session. — 
Church  Building  Acts  Amendment  Bill  withdrawn. — Juvenile 
Mendicancy  BiU  reported. — Convicted  Pi-isoners  BiU  passed. 

15th.— PoUhig  at  Elections  BiU  withdrawn. — JuvenUe  Men- 
dicancy BUI  passed. 

ISth. — Transportation  Bill  committed. — Colonial  Church 
Regulation  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

I'Jth. — Scotch  Bankruptcy  Bill  committed. — Battersea  Park 
Bill  committed. — Westminster  Bridge  Bill  committed. — Suc- 
cession Duty  BUI  read  a  first  time. 

21st. — Battersea  Park  BiU  passed. — Colonial  Church  Regu- 
lation BUI  committed. — Transportation  BUI  passed. 

22ud. — Succession  Duty  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Colonial 
Church  Regulation  BiU  reported  with  amendments. — Scotch 
Bankruptcy  BUI  read  a  second  time. 

25th. — Succession  Duties  BiU  passed  through  committee, 
Lord  Derby's  amendment  negatived. — Colonial  Church  Regu- 
lation Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

2Gth. — General  Health  of  Towns  Bill  passed  through  com- 
mittee.— Parish  Vestries  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Bankruptcy 
Court  (Scotl.and)  aud  Public  House  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  thu-tl 
time.— Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland)  BiU  read  a  second 
time. 

Bouse  0/ Commons. — June  27th. — India  BUI  debate  resumed 
and  adjourned. — Stamp  Duties  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

2Sth.— Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  BUI  committed.— Ballot, 
Mr.  Carter's  motion. 

20th. — Transfer  of  Land  (Ireland)  BiU  read  a  second  time. — 
Ballot,  Lord  D.  Stuart's  motion. 

SUth. — India  BiU,  Lord  Stanley's  amendment  negatived,  and 
bill  read  a  second  time. — New  writ  for  Liverpool. 

July  1st. — Customs,  &c.,  Acts  in  committee. — Resolution 
against  Advertisement  Duty  carried. — Westminster  Bridge 
Bill  passed. — Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Bill  passed. 

4th. — New  writ  for  Cornwall. — Succession  Duly  Bill  in 
committee. — Assistant  Judge  (Middlese.x)  Bill  read  a  second 
time. — Savings'  Banks  Annuities  Bill  passed. 

5th. — New  writ  for  North  Derby. — Merchant  Shipping  Bill 
in  committee. — Ecclesiastical  Courts,  leave  given  Mr.  Collier 
to  bring  in  a  biU. — Limited  labour  in  factories,  leave  given 
Mr.  Cobbett  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

7th. — Russia  aud  Turkey,  Mr.  Layard's  motion  postponed. 
— Succession  Duties  BiU  passed  through  committee. — Land- 
lord aud  Tenant  Bill  (Ireland)  in  committee. — Entry  of  Sea- 
men Bill,  and  Naval  Coast  Volunteers'  BiU  read  a  first  time. 

Sth. — Landlord  aud  Tenant  (Ireland)  Bill  in  committee. — ■ 
Russia  and  Turkey.  Mr.  Layard's  motion  again  postponed. — 
India  BUI  in  committee. 

11th. — Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Bill  in  committee. — 
Government  of  India  BUI  in  committee. — Leave  given  the 
Attorney-General  to  bring  a  BiU  for  Suppression  of  Betting- 
houses. — Stamp  Duties  BiU  passed. 


12th.— Merchant  Shipping  BiU  in  committee. — Malt  Tax, 
Mr.  BaU's  motion. 

13th. — County  Rates  and  Expenditure  BiU  withdrawn, — 
Probate  of  WUls  BUI  withdrawn.— Simony  Bill  withdrawu.— 
J  uvenUe  Offenders'  BiU  read  a  first  time. 

14  th. — Manchester  and  Salford  Education  BiU  withdrawn. 
— Scotch  Universities  BUI  read  a  second  time. — Succession 
Duty  BiU  reported. — Government  of  India  BiU  in  committee. 
— Entry  of  Seamen  BiU  read  a  second  time. — Naval  Coast 
Volunteers'  BiU  read  a  second  time. — Courts  of  Common  Law 
(Ireland)  BiU  passed. — Elections  BUI  passed. 

ISth. — Succession  Duty  BiU  passed.— India  BUI  in  commit- 
tee.— Thames  Embankment  BiU  committed. — MetropoUtan 
Sewers  BiU  read  a  second  time. 

20th. — Vaccination  BUI  read  a  second  time. — Attorneys' 
Certificate  Duty  Bill  thrown  out  on  second  reading. — Recovery 
of  Personal  Liberty  BUI,  adjourned  debate  on  Mr.  Phimi's 
amendment. 

21st.^ — Landlord  and  Ten.ant  (Ireland)  Bill  committed.— 
Tenant  Compensation(Ireland)  Bill  in  committee. — Edmburgh 
Clergy  Annuity  BUI  withdrawn. — India  BUI  in  committee. — • 
Charitable  Trusts  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Posthorse  and 
Hackney  Carriage  Resolutions  agreed  to. — Newspaper  Duties 
(No.  2)  BiU  recommitted  and  reported. 

22nd. — Tenants'  Compensation  BiU  committed. — Pilotage 
Bill  in  committee. — India  BiU  in  committee. — Encumbered 
Estates  Continuance  Bill  committed  pro  form^. — Thames  Em- 
bankment Bill  passed. 

25th. — Entry  of  Seamen  BiU  passed  through  committee. — 
India  BiU  in  committee. 

20th. — India  BiU  in  committee. — Evening  sitting,  House 
counted  out. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  SINGULAR  case  has  arisen  out  of  the  Will  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Bridgeivater.  He  died  in  1823,  and  it  was 
found  that  he  had  devised  a  great  portion  of  his  vast 
property  to  Lord  Alford,  son  of  Earl  Brownlow,  with 
remainder  in  succession  to  the  Egertons  of  Tatton, 
Nulton  and  Malpas  in  Cheshire,  and  their  heirs-male; 
but  he  annexed  to  the  possession  of  the  estates  the 
strange  condition  that  the  possessor  under  the  will 
should  obtain  the  marquisate  or  dukedom  of  Bridge- 
water  within  five  years,  or  that  the  property  should 
pass  to  the  next  heir.  Lord  Alford  became  possessed  of 
the  property,  and  assumed  the  name  of  Egerton,  in 
1849,  on  the  death  of  the  Countess  of  Bridgewater ; 
but  he  died  in  1851  without  having  fulfilled  the  con- 
dition in  the  will ;  and  his  son  filed  a  bill  in  Chancery 
against  the  trustees,  praying  that  he  might  be  declared 
equitable  tenant  in  tail-male  in  possession.  To  this 
Mr.  Charles  Henry  Egerton,  brother  of  the  late  Lord 
Alford,  demurred  ;  and  Lord  Cranworth  decided,  that 
as  the  late  Lord  Alford  had  not  attained  to  the  dignity 
of  marquis  or  duke  of  Bridgewater,  the  estates  passed 
to  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Egerton.  Against  this  decree 
the  son  of  the  late  Lord  Alford,  John  William  Spencer 
Brownlow  Egerton,  has  appealed  to  the  House  of  Lords; 
and  the  case  has  been  in  part  heard.  A  great  ai'ray  of 
counsel  appeared  on  either  side.  The  general  argu- 
ments for  the  appellant  were,  that  the  condition  was  a 
condition  subsequent,  and  therefore  illegal ;  that  it  was 
against  public  policy  thus  to  tie  up  the  estate  and 
embarrass  the  Crown ;  that  Lord  Alford  could  not 
comply  with  the  proviso,  for  he  could  not  make  him- 
self marquis  or  duke  of  Bridgewater ;  and  that  there- 
fore the  condition  could  not  be  performed.  Counsel 
having  been  heard,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  30th 
ult.,  submitted  several  questions  to  the  judges  for  their 
opinion  ;  and  the  judges  requesting  time,  judgment 
was  postponed. 

In  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  Mrs.  Bowden,  an 
elderly  lady,  obtained  Damafjts  (loQl.)  against  the 
Great  Western  Rnilway  Company.  As  Mrs.  Bowden 
was  crossing  Southampton  Street,  Mornington  Crescent, 
she  was  knocked  down  by  a  heavy  p;ircel-cart  belonging 
to  the  company  ;  one  of  her  legs  was  broken,  she  has 
suffered  much,  and  will  probably  be  a  cripple  for  the 
remainder  of  her  life.  AVhcn  the  case  was  over.  Lord 
Campbell  said,  he  thougnt  it  right  to  state  that  these 
vehicles  shnuld  not  go  at  the  pace  they  very  often  do  as 
they  turn  the  corners  of  streets.  It  is  impossible  to  go 
along  the  streets  of  London  without  seeing  her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  harful  peril.  Only  a  short  time  since,  one 
of  her  Majesty's  judges — Mr.  Commis.'iioner  Phillips — 
met  with  a  very  similar  accident,  and  sustained  most 
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serious  injuries,  and  was  in  great  danger  of  his  life,  and 
the  public  might  have  been  deprived  of  his  valuable 
ser-  ices.  It  is  not  enough  to  shout  out,  for  the  very 
shouting  might  deprive  a  man  or  a  woman  of  presence 
of  mind. 

In  the  Court  of'^Queen's  Bench,  on  the  4th  inst.,  a 
government  prosecution  was  instituted  against  Messrs. 
Tressange,  Moore,  and  others,  for  conspiring  to  Defrmid 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  by  representing  that  certain 
bas-reliefs  were  of  a  given  quantity  and  quality.  It 
was  proved  on  the  trial  that  19  cwt.  of  iron  had  been 
substituted  for  bronze  in  the  3|  tons  of  metal  employed. 
The  defendants  were  severally  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment for  one  and  three  months. 

A  young  woman,  named  Emma  Jane  Papson, 
Destroyed  herself  and  her  Illegitimate  Child,  by 
throwing  herself  and  it  into  the  Thames,  where  their 
bodies  were  found.  At  the  coroner's  inquest,  on  the 
4th  inst.,  it  appeared  tliat  she  had  been  seduced  by  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Metcalfe,  who  had  ill-treated  and 
deserted  her.  She  had  been  reduced  to  utter  destitution, 
having  been  unable  to  earn  enough,  by  working  as  a 
needle-woman,  to  support  herself  and  her  child.  The 
coroner  read  three  letters,  which  had  been  found  in  her 
room.  The  first  ran  thus  : — "  James  Metcalfe, — By  the 
time  you  receive  this,  I  hope  to  be  no  more.  It  is  you 
that  has  brought  me  to  this,  you  bad,  wicked  man.  I 
know  that  I  was  greatly  in  fault  in  giving  way  to  you, 
and  bitterly  I  have  had  reason  to  repent  it,  which  I  do 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  But  had  you  never  have 
promised  things  which  you  did,  it  would  never  have 
happened  ;  and  then,  as  soon  as  you  saw  how  things 
turned,  becp.use  I  would  not  leave  my  dear  baby  at  some 
workhouse,  nor  to  the  mercy  of  the  world,  you  thought 
proper  to  leave  us  to  starve  and  die.  Oh  !  you  bad,  bad, 
wicked  man,  hanging  is  too  good  for  you.  Repent, 
repent,  before  it  is  too  late.  I  will  say  no  more,  for  to 
night  I  hope,  please  the  Lord,  to  be  in  heaven,  and  my 
baby  as  well,  and  may  our  blood  rest  upon  your  head, 
for  it  is  you  that  is  the  cause  of  it ;  but  my  kind  love, 
for  as  I  look  for  forgiveness,  so  do  I  forgive  you.  Fare- 
well, farewell.— Jane  Papson."  Two  other  letters 
were  also  read,  written  in  the  same  incoherent  manner, 
the  one  to  the  young  woman's  father  and  mother  at 
Folkstone,  and  the  other  to  a  cousin  at  Finchley, 
praying  that,  should  the  buby  be  found  alive,  it  might 
be  taken  care  of.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  the 
crime  had  been  committed  in  a  state  of  mental  derange- 
ment, brought  on  by  destitution  and  want. 

A  frightlul  Suicide  has  been  committed  in  Man- 
chester by  Mr.  Frederick  Cope,  a  young  gentleman  of 
that  town.  His  sister  had  been  married  two  days 
before,  and  among  the  company  pi'esent  was  a  young 
lady  to  whom  he  was  engaged.  Fancying,  though  with- 
out foundation,  that  he  perceived  some  estrangement 
on  her  part,  he  became  melancholy,  and,  going  into  his 
room,  shot  himself  through  the  heart.  The  house  being 
full  of  wedding-guests  at  the  time,  the  scene  which 
ensued  may  be  better  imagined  than  described. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  on  the  Cth  inst,, 
Charles  Cunningham,  and  James  Thompson  Currie, 
surgeons,  and  George  Thomas,  chemist,  were  indicted 
for  having  feloniously  Assaulted  Eliza  Ulardon,  witli 
the  Intent  to  procure  her  Miscarriage.  The  indictment 
also  charged  the  prisoners  with  administering  to  the 
prosecuti'i.\  a  quantity  of  a  noxious  drug,  with  the  like 
intent.  It  appeared  that  the  prosecutrix,  who  was  only 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  resided  with  her  parents, 
who  kept  a  boarding-house  in  Ely-place,  Holhorn  ; 
and  that,  in  the  year  1851,  the  Ilev,  George  Campbell 
Gordon  took  up  his  abode  in  the  house.  He  was  at  that 
time  curate  of  St.  Andrew's  Holborn.  An  intimacy 
took  place  between  him  and  the  prosecutrix,  and  in 
January  last  the  unfortunate  girl  discovered  that  she 
was  enceinte.  On  this  discovery,  her  seducer  took  the 
scandalous  measures  described  in  the  evidence,  for  con- 
cealing his  guilt.  He  afterwards  fled  from  justice  ; 
but  the  prisoners,  as  his  agents  in  the  ati'air,  were  appre- 
hended and  brought  to  trial.  The  charge  against 
Cunningham  was  fully  established  ;  but  the  evidence 
against  the  other  prisoners  was  not  conclusive.  They 
were  consequently  acquitted  while  Cunningham  was 
sentenced  to  be  transported  for  fifteen  years. 


A  curious  instance  of  the  G^iUibiUty  of  a  "  Fast " 
Yoimff  Man  was  exhibited  in  an  action  tried  in  tb  e  Common 
Pleas  on  the  7th,  Mr.  Simmonds,ajew,  sued  Mr,  Parkin- 
son, a  young  man  of  fortune,  on  six  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  by  the  plaintiff  and  accepted  by  the  defendant, 
for  the  amounts  of  157/,  10s.,  1260/,,  106/.,  300/.,  500/,, 
and  848/,  respectively.  The  defendant  pleaded  that  the 
acceptances  were  obtained  from  him  by  fraud.  It 
appeared  that  the  defendant  came  of  age  last  year,  and 
the  plaintiff  being  then  the  proprietor  of  a  high  trotting 
horse,  called  the  Oneida  Chief,  the  defendant  purchased 
the  animal  for  500/,  Subsequently  the  defendant,  who 
whenever  he  saw  a  pretty  face  was  seized  with  a  strong 
passion  for  giving  away  jewellery,  bought  rings,  brace- 
lets, &c.,  of  his  acquaintance,  Mr.  Simmonds,  and  also 
improved  on  his  purchase  of  the  Oneida  Chief  by  giving 
Mr.  Simmonds,  "  a  fancy  price  "  that  is  to  say  1260/. 
for  two  chesnut  horses  from  America,  For  these  and 
other  considerations  Mr,  Parkinson  had  given  cash  and 
bills,  the  latter  of  which  he  now  protested  against 
meeting,  on  the  plea  already  stated.  The  plaintiti'  was 
examined :  He  said  he  had  heard  in  1852  that  the 
defendant  had  come  into  "  a  werry  great  deal  of  money," 
200,000/,  or  300,000/,  Became  acquainted  with  him  at 
Perry's  livery  stables  in  Horsemonger-lane,  That  was 
in  December,  1852,  Had  a  horse  called  Clickup,  which 
he  sold  to  the  defendant  then  and  there  for  60/,  Soon 
after  he  sold  him  another  horse,  called  Reliance,  for 
200/,  The  plaintiff  then  went  through  a  long  list  of 
horses  and  other  property  which  he  sold  to  the  de- 
fendant, and  the  exorbitance  of  the  sums  charged  drew 
from  the  Chief  Justice  the  remark  that  he  had  never 
before  found  in  combination  such  a  fool  and  such  a 
knave.  The  witness,  on  being  cross-examined,  said  he 
carried  on  business  in  the  "Exchange," — he  meant  the 
Clothes'  Exchange,  Houndsditch.  He  was  in  partnership 
there  with  one  Levy,  Had  been  a  publican  as  well  as 
a  clothes-merchant,  and  also  a  government  contractor 
(having  sold  clothes  to  Millbank  prison).  An  action 
had  once  been  brought  against  him  in  the  name  of  John 
Crocket,  This  was  for  fraud,  connected  with  the  horse 
Flying  Cloud,  which  horse,  under  the  new  title  of 
Oneida  Chief,  he  had  sold  to  defendant.  Flying  Cloud, 
alias  Oneida  Chief,  had  legs  of  a  dark  white,  which 
meant  a  "  dark  drab,"  Had  his  legs  painted  to  match  his 
body  when  he  ran  at  Liverpool,  He  won  the  race,  but 
the  stakes  were  not  paid,  A  long  confession  of  knavery 
was  wrung  from  the  plaintiff  by  the  adroit  questioning 
of  the  defendant's  counsel,  and  it  will  be  sufftcient  to 
add  to  the  facts  already  stated  that  he  had  made  use  of 
a  Miss  Laura  Graham  as  an  instrument  to  pigeon  the 
defendant.  This  young  lady  was  called  as  a  witness, 
and  deposed  to  having  received  a  great  part,  if  not  all, 
the  jewellery  bought  of  Simmonds.  It  was  a  curious 
circumstance  about  this  jewellery  that  the  intrinsic 
value,  in  the  case  of  almost  every  item,  was  greatly 
anhanced  by  association  with  some  distinguished  per- 
sonage or  remarkable  event.  A  ring,  lor  instance, 
acquired  factitious  worth  by  its  having  belonged  to  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  who  had  received  it  from  her  Majesty  ; 
and  a  bracelet,  sold  for  660/.,  was  severally  valued,  by 
dealers  who  gave  their  evidence,  at  100/.,  150/.,  and  at 
most  200/.,  tiiis  last  sum  being  named  by  a  witness  who 
had  frequent  dealings  with  the  plaintiff.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  which  was 
followed  by  loud  applause  from  a  crowded  court. 

In  Leather  Lane,  Holborn,  and  Baldwin's  Gardens, 
Serious  Riots  have  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
quarrels  between  the  Italian  refugees,  friends  and 
partisans  of  the  Padre  Gavazzi,  and  the  Irish,  who  are 
thickly  located  in  that  neighbourhood.  It  appears  that 
the  Italian  refugees  of  1848  adopted  the  above  locality 
as  their  general  rendezvous,  and  some  time  since  they 
became  most  inveterate  in  their  dislike  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  who  officiate  in  the  district,  and  carried 
it  to  the  extent  of  attempting  to  assassinate  an  Italian 
priest  who  had  a  mission  there,  he  having  been  recog- 
nised by  some  of  them  as  an  "  aristocrat,"  who  had 
lieen  inimical  to  the  popular  cause  in  Italy.  Tlie 
removal  of  this  gentleman,  it  was  imagined,  would  have 
created  a  better  understanding ;  but  such  has  not  been 
the  case,  for  the  Irish  clergymen  who  have  taken  his 
place,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilligan  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  O'Connor, 
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have  been  on  several  occasions  insulted  by  the  Italians 
while  passing  through  the  streets.  On  the  evening  of 
Sunday  che  10th  inst,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Gilligan  was 
assaulted  in  Baldwin's  gardens,  and  the  assailants  re- 
treating into  a  casa  Icept  by  an  Italian  named  Tresoldi. 
This  was  followed  up  on  the  following  evening  by  an 
assault  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  O'Connor,  who  was  knocked 
down  and  ill-treated  by  the  same  parties  as  he  was 
passing  the  casa  about  six  o'clock  lE  the  evening.  The 
Irish  who  witnessed  this  unprovoked  outrage,  at  once 
made  an  attack  on  the  house,  l)roke  some  of  the  windows, 
and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  policemen,  loss  of  life 
might  have  ensued.     Order  has  since  been  restored. 

The  New  Cab  Law  has  given  rise  to  a  number  of 
cases  at  the  Police  Courts.  On  the  11th.,  the  day  on 
which  the  act  came  into  operation,  a  gentleman  re- 
quired a  cabman  whom  he  hired  to  drive  to  the  Guild- 
hall Justice-room  to  have  a  dispute  settkd  before  the 
magistrates.  The  complainant  had  hired  a  cab  at  the 
Euston-square  station,  and  drove  to  Bedford-street  in  the 
Strand,  where  he  stayed  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
then  drove  to  the  Union  Bank  in  Princes-street,  and, 
after  a  little  further  delay,  inquired  what  was  the  fare  ? 
The  cabman  demanded  4s.,  and  the  complainant  asked 
whether  he  charged  by  time  or  distance  ?  when  the 
cabman  replied  that  under  the  new  act  he  was  entitled 
to  charge  by  both,  and  he  charged  '2s.  for  the  three 
miles  and  a  fiaction,  and  2s.  for  the  hour  he  was  detained. 
On  referring  to  the  new  act  it  was  found  that  the  cab- 
man was  allowed  to  charge  6rf.  for  every  mile  or  fraction 
of  a  mile,  and  if  detained  during  the  hiring  by  the 
fare,  dd.  for  every  fifteen  minutes  completed,  but  not 
for  any  fraction  of  fifteen  minutes.  The  cabman's 
charge  of  'Is.  for  distance  and  2s.  for  the  time  was 
allowed  to  be  correct.  On  the  r2th,  Mr.  Bigg,  fruiterer, 
of  Covent-Garden, "applied  at  Bow-street  for  a  summons 
under  the  new  hackney  carriages  act,  with  tlie  view  of 
testing  the  clause  relative  to  the  conveyance  of  luggage. 
The  applicant  stated  that  for  a  long  time  past  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  employ  cabs  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying pine-apples  from  Monument-yard  to  Covent- 
Garden  market.  For  this  accommodation  he  invariably 
paid2s.,  whichrather  exceeded  even  thefareunderthe  old 
act.  On  Monday  morning  he  hailed  a  cab  near  London 
Bridge,  as  usual,  and  having  put  130  pine-apples  inside, 
under  and  upon  the  seats,  the  driver  carried  him  to 
Covent-Garden,  where  the  witness  offered  him  2s.  The 
cabman,  however,  declined  to  take  tliis  sum,  stating 
his  fare  was  3s.,  besides  the  luggage,  for  which  he  was 
empowered  by  the  new  act  to  charge  2d.  per  packet. 
He  then  reckoned  up  the  loose  pinp-apples,  regarding 
each  as  one  packet,  and  said  he  could  claim  \l.  Is.  8rf. 
if  he  went  to  a  police-court,  that  being  the  aggregate 
amount  of  130  packets  at  '2d.  each.  He  took  the  act  of 
parliament  out  of  his  pocket  and  read  the  clause  to 
witness;  but  he  !(Mr.  Bigg)  declined  to  take  the  cab- 
man's interpretation  of  the  new  law,  and,  paying  him 
the  3s.,  which  he  demanded  for  the  fare,  resolved  to 
apply  for  a  summons.  The  magistrate  said  that  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  new  act  is  to  provide  the  public  with 
a  better  class  of  hackney  carriages,  and  to  have  them 
kept  in  a  cleanly  and  decent  condition.  It  was  never 
intended  that  they  should  be  converted  into  market 
carts.  It  would  not  be  very  pleasant,  for  example,  to 
the  next  person  who  engaged  the  cabin  question,  after 
it  had  been  filled  with  pine-apples.  If  once  the  system 
prevailed  of  sending  about  merchandise  of  that  kind  in 
cabs,  they  might  soon  be  employed  to  convey  fish,  meat, 
&c.  However,  as  the  cabman  in  the  present  instance 
did  not  object  to  carry  the  pine-apples,  which  he  would 
be  fully  justified  in  doing,  he  had  certainly  no  right  to 
make  a  charge  for  them.  The  summons  was  then  granted. 
On  the  19th  the  cabman  appeared  to  the  summons.  He 
admitted  that  he  was  in  error  as  to  charging  2d.  each  for  the 
1 20  pine-appies,  although  they  nearly  filled  the  inside'of  his 
cab.  Still,  he  thought  it  was  worth  3s.  to  take  the  lot, 
with  Mr.  Bigg,  from  Monument-yard  to  Covent  garden 
market;  but  the  gentleman  refused  to  go  to  Bow-street 
at  once  to  settle  it.  The  magistrate  (Mr.  Henry)  said 
that  the  cabman  was  entirely  in  the  wrong,  and 
sentenced  him  to  pay  the  penalty  of  40s.,  or  be  com- 
mitted for  a  month.  The  defendant  preferred  the  latter 
alternative,  and  was  accordingly  sent  to  prison.     Mr. 


Bigg  tried  hard  to  get  the  penalty  mitigated,  but  Mr. 
Henry  said  that  he  sat  there  to  enforce  a  principle,  and 
would  not  listen  to  such  appeals. — Another  case  occurred 
at  Bow-street  on  the  same  day,  when  Mr.  Henry  gave 
a  judgment  which  has  excited  much  surprise.  A  gentle- 
man named  Bund  attended  with  a  cabman,  named 
Thomas  Phillips,  to  have  a  dispute  settled  by  Mr. 
Henry.  Mr.  Bond  stated  that  he  was  driven  from  his 
residence  (opposite  the  cemetery)  to  the  corner  of 
Wellington-street,  Strand.  Several  stoppages  occurred, 
and  the  cab  went  round  by  Birdcage-walk,  instead  of 
the  more  direct  road  ;  but  still  witness  was  satisfied  that 
tlie  distance  did  not  exceed  three  miles.  There  was  no 
dispute  about  the  stoppages,  each  party  having  estimated 
these  at  one  hour,  or  2s.  :  but  there  was  an  extra  pas- 
senger, Qd.  ;  making  in  all  4s.  The  defendant  claimed 
5s.,  on  the  ground  that  the  distance  exceeded  four  miles  ; 
and  this  was  the  question  at  issue.  The  cabman  stated 
that  he  was  engaged  the  previous  night  to  call  for  Mr. 
Bond,  and  was  consequently  entitled  to  charge  for  the 
distance  from  his  stand  to  Mr.  Bond's  house,  which  was 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.  This,  he  contended,  made  the 
whole  distance  four  miles  and  a  half.  Mr.  Henry  said, 
the  official  book  of  fares  had  not,  unfortunately,  yet 
appeared,  but  if  the  parties  were  disposed  to  have  the 
ground  measured,  it  could  be  done  on  payment  of  5s. 
each  into  court.  The  complainant  agreed  to  this 
proposal,  but  the  'cabman  said  he  had  not  got  5s.  in  his 
pocket,  for  it  was  his  first  job  that  day.  Mr.  Henry  : — 
"  Then,  as  you  cannot  pay  the  5s.  deposit,  I  shall  take 
Mr.  Bond's  statement  as  evidence  of  the  fact,  and  con- 
vict you  of  the  overcharge,  for  which  you  must  pay  the 
penalty  of  40s.,  or  go  to  prison  for  a  month.'  Mr.  Bond, 
who  appeared  rather  startled  at  the  suddenness  and 
severity  of  the  decision,  said,  he  did  not  think  the 
matter  would  have  taken  this  turn.  The  cabman  was 
very  civil  throughout  the  transaction,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  penalty  would  not  be  inflicted.  Mr.  Henry  refused 
to  listen  to  this  appeal.  The  object  of  the  act,  he  said, 
in  enabling  passengers  to  go  at  once  to  the  police  court 
was  not  to  dispense  with  the  penalties,  but  to  save  the 
complainants  the  trouble  of  applying  for  summons.  The 
cabman  was  committed  to  gaol  in  default  of  paying  the 
fine,  and  his  horse  and  cab  were  sent  to  the  Green-yard. 

At  Winchester  Assizes,  William  Wheeler  'Yelf 
pleaded  guilty  to  several  charges  of  Forgery  and 
Embezdement.  Yelf  was  actuary  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
savings-bank  ;  and  he  took  advantage  of  his  position  to 
appropriate  to  his  own  use,  in  the  course  of  ten  years, 
no  less  than  8000/.  His  counsel  appealed  for  a  merciful 
sentence,  on  the  score  that  the  prisoner  had  shown 
every  contrition  for  his  offence  and  had  made  all  the 
amends  he  could.  But  Mr.  Baron  Martin  said  he 
must  pass  the  most  severe  sentence  the  law  allowed,  for 
the  crime  was  a  most  heinous  one.  Yelf  was  therefore 
sentenced  to  be  transported  for  life. 

At  the  same  assizes,  Aaron  Crawcour  was  convicted 
of  Stealing  forty-eight  pounds  of  Gold  on  the  High- 
Seas.  The  theft  was  committed  at  Rio,  on  board  the 
Lady  Flora,  bound  from  Australia  to  London.  Crawcour 
was  a  passenger,  in  a  destitute  condition.  The  chief 
witness  was  a  prisoner,  John  Gore,  formerly  second 
mate  of  the  Lady  Flora.  According  to  his  statement, 
Crawcour,  three  other  passengers,  and  himself,  were 
engaged  in  the  robbery ;  the  gold  was  sold  at  Rio. 
Crawcour  sold  it,  and  he  seems  to  have  kept  the 
largest  share.  His  sentence  was  two  years'  imprison- 
ment. 

At  Abingdon  Assizes,  a  boy  only  nine  years  of  age 
has  been  tried  for  Placing  three  plates  of  Iron  on  the 
Great  Western  Bails  near  Maidenhead,  where  the  line 
runs  on  a  high  embanivment.  A  train  passed  over  one 
plate ;  fortunately,  the  weight  of  tiie  locomotive  cut  it 
in  two,  and  the  train  kept  on  the  rails.  It  appeared 
that  these  plates  were  lying  about  the  railway,  for 
daily  use.  The  prisoner's  education  had  been  greatly 
neglected.  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge  directed  the  jury, 
that  unless  it  was  clear  to  them  that  the  boy  had  s, 
"malicious  "  intent  in  putting  the  plates  on  the  i-ails, 
they  must  acquit  him.  The  verdict  was  "Not  guilty;" 
which  the  Judge  approved,  but  he  gave  the  boy  a 
caution  before  he  liberated  him. 

At  Chelmsford  Assizes  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Samuel  Tillett, 
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a  conveyancer,  was  indicted  for  Perjury,  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  before  the  judge  of  the  Chelms- 
ford County  Court.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  Tillett  kept 
an  account'at  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Mills,  Bawtree,  & 
Co  ,  at  Colchester,  and  that  at  the  latter  end  of  1849 
his  account  had  been  overdrawn  to  the  amount  of  968/. 
odd,  and  the  bankers  had  communicated  with  him  upon 
the  subject,  and  insisted  upon  having  the  amount  re- 
duced ;  and  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  had 
promised  to  do  this  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  case 
for  the  prosecution  was,  that  the  defendant  having 
received  a  cheque  for  1600/.,  he  sent  it  to  the  bank  of 
Messrs.  Mills  &  Co.,  accompanied  by  a  memorandum 
to  this  effect,  "  Pay  this  at  Mills's  bank,  and  bring 
receipt,  1600/ — Samuel  Tillett,"  and  the  bankers  accord- 
ingly placed  the  amount  to  his  credit,  and  sent  a  receipt 
for  the  amount.  The  defendant  sulDsequently  became 
insolvent,  and  upon  his  being  examined  in  reference  to 
the  sum  of  1600/.,  he  declared  that  he  did  not  intend  it 
should  have  been  placed  to  his  private  account,  and 
said  that  the  cheque  had  been  taken  to  the  bank  of 
Messrs.  Mills  by  mistake,  instead  of  to  that  of  the 
Messrs.  Round,  where  a  trust  account  in  which  he  was 
concerned  was  kept,  and  that  Messrs.  Mills  had  insisted 
upon  keeping  it,  and  refused  to  hand  it  over  to  Messrs. 
Round,  notwithstanding  that  he  pressed  them  to  do  so. 
He  likewise  made  a  statement,  to  the  effect  that  the  me- 
morandum which  was  represented  to  have  accompanied 
the  cheque  was  not  sent  by  him  on  the  day  in  question, 
and  that  it  referred  to  another  sum  of  1000/. ;  and  he 
asserted  that  the  first  cipher  had  been  altered  while  in 
the  possession  of  the  bankers  to  a  6,  to  make  it  tally 
with  the  cheque.  In  order  to  support  the  charge, 
every  one  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  firm  of 
Mills  &  Co.  were  called  as  witnesses,  and  they  stated 
most  positively  and  distinctly  that  the  memorandum 
was  brought  with  the  cheque  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  and  that  credit  was  given  to  the  defendant 
upon  it,  and  that  the  memorandum  was  now  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  state  it  had  ever  been.  They  likewise 
said  that  there  was  no  tiuth  whatever  in  the  statement 
of  the  prisoner  that  he  had  represented  to  them  that 
the  cheque  had  been  paid  into  their  bank  by  mistake, 
and  that  he  requested  them  to  hand  it  over  to  Messrs. 
Round,  for  whom  it  was  intended.  A  variety  of  other 
facts  were  brought  forward,  all  tending  to  establish  the 
case  against  the  prisoner  in  the  most  conclusive 
manner ;  and  it  also  appeared  that  upon  the  final 
hearing  before  the  judge  of  the  county  court,  the 
prisoner  was  remanded  for  a  period  of  two  years  for 
fraudulently  disposing  of  the  property  he  had  been 
intrusted  with,  and  the  present  indictment  was  subse- 
quently preferred  against  him. — The  jury,  after  a  very 
short  deliberation,  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty.  When 
the  prisoner  was  brought  up  for  judgment  he  asserted 
that  he  did  not  send  the  paper  in  question  with  the 
cheque,  and  that  it  in  reality  referred  only  to  a  sum  of 
1000/  ,  and  that  it  was  taken  from  his  office  after  he 
was  in  custody.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron,  upon  hearing 
this,  said,  with  considerable  warmth,  that  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  defendant  had  uttered  a  wicked  and 
impudent  falsehood.  His  offence  was  base  enough  in 
itself,  without  the  aggravation  of  attempting  to  fi.\ 
upon  respectable  gentlemen  the  crime  of  forgery,  and 
he  felt  called  upon  to  say  that  there  was  not  the  least 
ground  for  the  assertion  he  had  made,  and  he  had  now 
no  hesitation  in  expressing  his  opinion  that,  upon  the 
face  of  the  document,  it  was  evidently  genuine ;  and 
there  was  not  the  slightest  trace  of  any  alteration 
having  been  made  in  it.  The  judge  then  ordered  the 
prisoner  to  be  imprisoned  for  one  day,  and  then  to  be 
transported  for  seven  years. 

Kirwan,  the  artist,  convicted  of  the  Murder  of  his 
Wife  at  Ireland's  Eye,  near  Dublin,  has  not  been 
transported  according  to  his  sentence,  but  is  still  at 
Spike  Island. 

At  Huntingdon  Assizes  an  action  for  Breach  of  Pro- 
mise of  Marriage  was  tried.  Mr.  Hart,  a  farmer  in 
good  circumstances,  promised  to  marry  Jane  Jackson, 
the  daughter  of  a  farmer  at  Cockayne  Hatley.  At  the 
time  he  proposed  he  was  forty-one,  and  the  lady  only 
seventeen.  He  seduced  her,  and  then  married  another 
woman.     The  Jury  gave  500/.  d.i.mages. 


At  York  Assizes  a  verdict  of  110/.  damages  was  given 
against  Mr.  Wilkinson,  a  card-manufacturer,  at  Newton, 
for  the  deduction  of  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
foreman  to  card-makers  at  Linley.  The  case  was 
peculiarly  painful.  The  couple  were  cousins ;  the 
young  woman  was  seduced  ;  a  few  weeks  after  her 
confinement  she  died  ;  and  it  appeared  that  her  death 
arose  from  a  "  broken  heart " — from  shame,  and  from 
sorrow  at  the  defendant's  desertion  of  her. 

At  Lewes  Assizes,  Miss  Hannah  Hore,  of  Drayton', 
near  Bngnor,  has  obtained  400/.  damages  from  Mr. 
George  Duke,  for  Breach  of  Promise  of  Marriaffe. 
Miss  Hore's  father  is  a  man  of  property  ;  and  she  has 
expectations  of  a  fortune  of  some  9000/.  Mr.  Duke 
is  a  gentleman-farmer,  forty-five  years  old,  a  widower 
for  the  second  time,  and  has  three  children.  Miss 
Hore's  father  has  shown  an  aversion  to  the  match, 
hut  at  length  the  couple  were  formally  engaged. 
Mr.  Duke  then  made  inquiries  about  the  lady's  money 
prospects ;  and  he  found  that  the  receipt  of  the  9000/. 
was  only  contingent  upon  her  surviving  her  mother 
for  twenty-one  years,  with  other  qualifications.  No 
substantial  defence  was  offered  by  his  counsel,  who 
admitted  that  a  verdict  must  go  against  his  client. 

At  the  same  assizes,  John  Broome  was  tried  for 
defrauding  Mr.  Ilamp  of  a  large  sum  of  money  by 
Cheating  him  at  Cards.  It  appeared,  however,  that 
Broome  was  asleep  when  two  other  men  were  cheating 
the  prosecutor ;  so  the  Judge  directed  an  acquital. 

At  York  Assizes,  Messrs.  Thompson,  Seymour,  and 
Priestman,  Directors  of  the  York  and  North  Midland 
Railway  Company,  icere  tried  for  Manslaughter.  The 
grand  jury  had  ignored  the  bill  against  them,  and  they 
were  arraigned  on  the  coroner's  inquisition.  It  was 
alleged  at  the  inquest,  that  the  "  accident"  by  which 
the  men  perished  arose  from  the  bad  condition  of  the 
permanent  way;  and  the  coroner's  jury  held  the 
directors  to  be  responsible  for  this.  Though  the  grand 
jury  threw  out  the  bill,  tliey  expressed  an  opinion  that 
the  "  accident"  arose  from  the  defective  state  of  the 
permanent  way,  and  that  further  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  the  matter.  When  the  three  gentlemen  had 
pleaded  "  Not  guilty,"  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
announced,  that  aft.r  the  grand  jury,  under  the  judge's 
direction,  had  pronounced  the  directors  not  criminally 
responsible,  he  should  not  offer  any  evidence  against 
them.     They  were  then  formally  acquitted. 

At  Stafford  Assizes  Sarah  Baker  was  convicted  of 
the  Murder  of  her  Child,  by  throwing  it  down  an,  old 
pit-shaft.  The  poor  creature  was  seduced  by  a  wretch 
who  deserted  her  when  it  was  apparent  she  would 
become  a  mother  :  he  fied  the  country  for  a  year,  that 
he  might  avoid  the  liability  of  supporting  his  child  ; 
then  returned,  and  married  another  woman.  Sarah 
struggled  hard  to  earn  a  living  by  cinder-washing.  A 
vain  attempt  was  made  by  her  counsel  to  get  an 
acquittal  on  the  ground  of  insanity.  The  jury 
recommended  her  to  mercy  on  account  of  her 
desponding  state  when  she  committed  the  ci'ime,  and 
all  the  distressing  circumstances.  Sentence  of  death 
was  pronounced;  but  the  Judge  promised  to  for- 
ward the  merciful  recommendation  to  the  proper 
quarter.  J 

An  unmarried  woman,  who  calls  herself  Ann 
Brookes,  living  at  Birmingham,  Murdered  her  Two 
little  Cliildren,  and  attempted  to  destroy  herself.  At 
night  she  admmistered  a  narcotic  poison  to  the  children 
in  milk ;  they  were  found  dead  in  bed  next  morning. 
On  that  morning  the  woman  herself  swallowed 
laudanum  ;  but  by  medical  aid  her  life  was  preserved. 
The  father  of  the  children  is  reputed  to  be  one  Brookes, 
whose  name  the  mother  assumed. 

At  York  Assizes  on  the  23rd,  Miss  Tweddle  ob- 
tained 3000/.  damages  from  Mr.  Ramshay  for  Breach 
of  Promise  of  Marriage.  The  plaintiff  is  the  daughter 
of  a  respectalile  farmer  in  Cumberland,  the  defendant  is 
steward  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  at  Naworth  Castle,  and 
a  man  of  large  property.  The  gentleman  is  about  forty- 
five,  the  lady  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  had  paid  his 
addresses  to  her  since  the  year  1848  ;  had  made  known 
to  his  friends  his  intention  to  marry  her,  and  introduced 
her  to  the  best  society  of  the  county  as  his  intended 
wife.      In   ISjO,   however,   he  suddenly  broke   off  the 
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connexion;  alleging,  in  answer  to  Miss  Tweddle's  re- 
monstrance, that  he  liad  involved  himself  in  a  difficulty 
by  making  a  previous  promise  to  a  young  lady  at  Trent- 
ham.  Miss  'I'weddle  avoided  pressing  her  claim  till  she 
found  that  Mr.  Ramshay  had  married  a  Miss  Lacy, 
■who  was  not  the  young  lady  at  Trentham,  to  whom  he 
had  pretended  he  was  previously  engaged. 

Another  Breach  of'  Promise  case  was  tritd  at  thesame 
assizes.  The  plaintiff,  Miss  Halstead,  is  a  milliner, 
■who  resides  with  her  father  at  Bradford  ;  the  defendant, 
Mr.  Toad,  is  between  fifty  and  sixty,  has  retired  from 
business  Avith  an  ample  fortune,  and  resides  at  Harrogate. 
The  defendant  used  to  visit  the  plaintiff's  house,  and 
about  three  years  ago  an  intimacy  sprung  up  between 
them.  He  promised  her  marriage,  an<l  she  consented, 
but  she  did  not  wish  it  to  take  place  until  the  defendant's 
daughter  ■was  joined  in  wedlock,  the  latter  young  lady 
being  about  to  be  married.  At  the  latter  end  of  last 
year  it  was  discovered  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  the  family 
way.  The  defendant  was  sent  for,  and  was  accused  of 
being  the  cause  of  the  plaintiff's  state.  He  did  not  con- 
fess to  the  circumstance,  and  upon  being  questioned 
about  marrying  her,  he,  for  the  first  time,  declined  to 
fulfil  the  engagement,  saying  that  he  was  too  old  to 
marry,  and  that  he  would  consider  about  it.  From  that 
time,  in  December  last,  the  connection  was  broken  off. 
The  defendant's  counsel  contended  tliat  there  was  no 
affection  between  the  parties,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had 
'lost  nothing  in  losing  a  man  old  enough  to  be  her  father. 
The  Jury,  however,  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff, 
damages  400/. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  SHOCKING  liaibcay  Accident  took  place  on  the 
London  and  North-western  line,  near  Coventry,  on  the 
1st  instant.  A  young  man  named  Ross  was  employed 
in  removing  some  hay  cut  on  the  embankment  of  the 
railway.  He  had  occasion  to  cross  the  permanent  way, 
and  was  standing  between  the  metals  of  the  up  line, 
■watching  tlie  progress  of  a  down  lugyage  train,  when 
the  express  for  town  came  up  at  its  usual  speed  of  thirty- 
five  or  forty  miles  an  hour,  and  caught  the  unhappy 
lad.  In  an  instant  almost  the  ■whole  of  the  carriages 
had  passed  over  him,  when  his  body  was  found  to  be 
most  shockingly  mutilated.  His  head,  neck,  arms,  legs, 
and  other  portions  of  his  remains,  were  smashed  and 
almost  cut  to  pieces.  It  being  shown  thnt  the  catastro- 
phe was  not  the  result  of  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  any 
of  the  company's  servants,  a  verdict  of  accidental  death 
was  returned. 

In  South  Wales  Inundations  catcsed  by  the  heavy 
Rains  have  produced  disastrous  consequences.  At 
Brecon,  the  river  Honddu,  on  the  9th  instant  rapidly 
rose,  and  tore  up  the  foundations  of  the  bridge  crossing 
the  stream  at  the  bottom  of  Ship-street.  I'he  super- 
structure fell  in  with  a  loud  crash,  and  the  debris 
partially  blocking  up  the  course  of  the  water,  the 
neighbourhood  in  a  few  minutes  became  flooded  to  the 
depth  of  some  feet,  spreading  terror  throughout  the 
town.  The  inhabitants  of  many  houses  only  escaped  by 
flight,  or  ascending  to  the  upper  stories  of  their 
dwellings.  In  Howey  and  Newbridge  three  lives  were 
lost.  At  one  o'clock  the  rain  began  to  fall  in  torrents, 
and  by  four  o'clock  the  river  had  risen  to  the  height  of 
15  feet.  A  little  before  four  a  cottage  gave  way  before 
it,  and  soon  afterwards  the  bridge  fell  iu  with  a  fearful 
crash.  In  a  short  time  two  other  cottages  gave  way, 
and  two  lives  were  lost.  A  poor  bedridden  man  was 
swept  out  of  one  house,  bed  and  all ;  his  wife  and  a 
twin  child  belonging  to  [another  woman  in  the  house 
were  drowned.  The  mother,  with  the  other  child 
naked  in  her  arms,  stood  for  upwards  of  two  hours  upon 
the  projecting  point  of  an  old-fashioned  chimney- 
piece,  whence  she  was  rescued  by  her  brother,  who  went 
to  her  assistance  with  a  rope  fastened  round  his  body  and 
held  by  persons  who  succeeded  in  getting  them  into  an 
adjoining  garden.  About  a  mile  above  its  junction 
■with  the  Wye,  the  Dehonw  passes  Doalvach  where 
recently  stood  the  villa  residence  of  Mrs.  Lawrence — a 


lady  in  her  85lh  year.  With  Mrs.  Lawrence  resided  an 
unmarried  daughter  and  two  grandchildren,  the 
daughters  of  her  late  son.  There  were  also  two  servants 
— male  and  female — muking  six  )>crsons  in  the  house. 
All  retired  safely  to  rest  on  tlie  night  of  the  8th  instant, 
but  soon  after  midnight  a  waterspout  burst  on  the 
Eppynt,  and  with  an  impulse  rendered  irresistible 
by  the  precipitous  rocks  among  which  the  torrent 
rushed,  it  struck  against  Doalvach  house,  and  the 
inmates,  with  the  walls  of  the  residence,  joists,  beams, 
and  furniture,  were  washed  down  to  the  Wye.  The 
body  of  Mrs.  Lawrence  was  picked  up  in  her  night- 
clothes  within  two  miles  of  Hay,  on  Sunday,  near  Mr. 
Wutkins's  farm,  at  Fordvawr.  The  village  of  Dymock 
lies  in  a  valley,  and  is  passed  several  hundred  yards  on 
the  north  side  tiy  the  Hereford  and  Gloucester  canal  on 
a  lofty  embankment,  rising  above  the  level  of  the 
village  something  like  100  feet.  At  three  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th,  a  black  cloud  discharged  an 
immense  volume  of  water  over  the  village,  the  canal, 
and  the  adjoining  country.  The  fields  and  houses 
were  deluged  to  the  depth  of  several  feet:  the  level  of 
the  canal  w^as  simultaneously  raised,  and  the  water, 
topping  the  banks,  swept  over  the  adjoining  country. 
On  the  south  side  of  the  canal  several  scattered  cottages 
were  submerged.  In  one  of  them,  lying  rather  low, 
and  built  close  to  the  bank  of  the  canal,  the  water 
reached  to  the  upper  windows,  from  ■which  a  poor 
■ivoman  threw  her  child  to  the  adjoining  high  ground, 
and  then  followed  in  the  utmost  peril,  and  escaped. 

A  Disastrous  Fire  broke  out,  on  the  evening  of  the 
13th  inst.,  in  the  silk  manufactory  of  Mr.  J.  Davenport, 
in  Albert-street,  Derby.  The  fire  was  first  discovered 
by  passers-by  in  the  street  below,  who  gave  the  alarm  to 
the  inmates  of  the  mill.  A  considei-able  delay  necessarily 
took  place  before  any  ■water  was  procured,  and  the 
flames  made  such  rapid  progress  that  all  chance  of  saving 
the  top-story  was  gone  before  the  water  was  brought 
effectually  into  play  on  the  building.  The  fact  that  all 
the  floors  in  the  mill  were  fire-proof,  caused  a  number 
of  daring  men  to  ascend  to  the  top-story  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  silk,  and  also  for  conducting  the  water  to 
those  parts  where  the  fire  had  gained  the  greatest  head. 
The  ceiling  being  above  them,  they  felt  confident  of 
their  safety;  but  suddenly  the  roof  fell  in,  and,  the 
weight  of  it  falling  on  the  first  ceiling,  caused  it  to  fall 
into  the  top-room,  burying  under  it  the  poor  fellows 
who  were  tliere.  The  attention  of  all  was  now  directed 
to  try  to  rescue  them,  if  they  were  alive,  and  ladders 
were  joined  together,  but,  owing  to  the  great  height  of 
the  mill,  a  long  time  elapsed  before  they  could  be 
raised  to  the  top-story.  In  the  meantime  a  most 
agonising  scene  ensued.  A  poor  fellow  was  seen  at  one 
of  the  top-^windows  with  his  coat  and  ■waistcoat  off,  and 
all  in  flames.  He  got  one  of  his  legs  out  of  the  window, 
and  then  the  other;  he  then  forced  bis  body  through, 
and  at  last  hung  suspended  from  t)ie  window-sill  by  his 
hands.  A  shriek  from  the  ciowd  announced  that  he 
had  thrown  himself  down.  He  came  to  the  bottom,  a 
distance  of  seventy  feet  with  a  tremendous  force.  His 
fall  was  broken  by  a  bale  of  cotton  that  lay  in  the  yard, 
from  which  he  rebounded  on  to  his  back  to  the  stones 
beneath.  He  Avas  immediately  taken  up,  and  conveyed 
to  the  infirmary  without  hope  of  recovery.  His  name  is 
Mead,  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Among  the  men  who 
were  in  the  top-story  at  the  time  the  roof  fell  in,  was 
Mr.  Thorpe,  of  the  firm  of  Eyre  &  Thorpe,  silk- 
throwsters.  Full-street.  Mr.  Thorpe  had  been  very 
active  in  trying  to  save  the  silk,  when  the  roof  fell  in  as 
he  was  walking  along  the  top-room.  He  took  refuge 
in  the  water-closet  along  ■with  the  man  Mead,  who 
jumped  through  the  window.  They  were  bi>th  en- 
veloped in  flames.  Mead  cried  out  for  water  to  put  the 
flames  out  that  were  blazing  on  his  body,  and  Mr. 
Thorpe  though  burnt  as  badly  as  himself,  went  again 
into  the  room  and  found  a  jug  with  a  small  quantity  of 
water  in  it,  which  he  threw  on  to  Mead,  wliich  made 
the  pain  excruciating,  and  his  cries  were  most  piteous. 
Mr.  Thorpe  then  left  him  to  try  and  save  his  own  life. 
He  took  his  coat  and  waistcoat  off',  and  tying  a  hand- 
kerchief round  his  mouth  to  prevent  suffocation,  he 
made  his  way  to  the  window  at  the  Tenant-street  end, 
where,  a  ladder  being  raised,  he    broke    through  the 
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window,  and  came  down  without  the  assistance  of  any 
one,  amid  the  cheers  of  those  below.  His  finger-ends 
were  very  much  burnt,  and  his  head  was  cut  open 
through  a  piece  of  timber  falling  upon  it.  Another 
young  man,  named  Bennett,  was  in  the  room,  but,  not 
daring  to  jump  down,  he  walked  through  the  room  in 
the  midst  of  the  flames,  and  was  taken  down  stairs.  He 
was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  infirmary,  when  it  was 
found  that  he,  too,  was  injured  beyond  recovery.  A 
third  man  who  was  in  the  room  made  his  escape  down 
the  chimney.  The  fire  was  subdued  in  about  three 
hours,  without  penetrating  any  of  the  lower  stories,  but 
a  great  quantity  of  silk  and  machinery  was  damaged 
throxigh  the  body  of  water  that  was  sent  on  to  the 
building. 


SOCIAL,   SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

A  VERY  interesting  parliamentary  return  respecting 
the  Post-OJfice  has  appeared  this  week,  which  shows- the 
gigantic  advance  of  the  system.  In  the  year  1839,  the 
estimated  number  of  chargeable  letter.*  and  franks  which 
passed  through  the  Post-Olfices  of  the  United  Kingdom 
was  82, '170, 597 ;  the  next  year  the  total  was  doubled ; 
and  it  has  constantly  increased,  till,  in  1852,  the  aggre- 
gate had  swelled  to  379,501,499.  For  the  year  ending 
5th  January,  1840,  the  gross  revenue' was  2,390,736^.  ; 
the  net,  1,589,486^.  On  the  i-eduction  of  the  postage 
there  was  a  great  falling  off;  but  in  the  year  ending 
5th  January,  1822,  the  gross  revenue  had  increased  to 
more  than  it  was  under  the  whole  system — 2,434,326^.  ; 
while  the  net  receipts,  in  1841  only  410,028/.,  have 
advanced  to  965,442/.  In  1837  the  Post-Otfice  paid 
1743/.  to  railways ;  in  1852,  329,963/.  In  1839,  188,921 
money-orders,  for  313,124/.,  were  issued  ;  in  1852  the 
totals  were  4,947,825  orders,  for  9,438,277/.  In  1838 
the  loss  on  the  money-order  system  was  57i5l. ;  in  1852 
the  profit  was  11,664/.,  the  commission  received  having 
been  82,333/.,  while  the  expenses  were  70,669/. 

The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Im- 
proving the  Dioellings  of  the  Industrious  Classes  was 
held  at  the  London  Tavern  on  the  25th  June.  Among 
the  persons  present  were  Lord  Radstock,  Lord  Ebrington, 
Lord  R.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  W.  A.  Wilkinson,  and  other 
gentlemen  active  in  the  cause.  Dr.  Southwood  Smith, 
in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  gave  an  interest- 
ing sketch  of  the  objects  accomplished  by  the  society, 
which  had  exceeded  all  expectation.  In  the  Metropoli- 
tan Buildings,  Old  Pancras  Road,  for  example,  containing 
a  population  of  680,  the  deaths  during  the  last  year  had 
been  9,  being  in  the  proportion  of  13  and  a  fraction  out 
of  1000  living.  The  total  population,  taking  together 
the  whole  of  the  Society's  establishments,  amounted  to 
1343,  out  of  which  number  there  had  been  only  10 
deaths,  being  at  the  rate  of  7  and  a  fraction  in  1000. 
The  total  deaths  in  the  whole  of  the  metropolis  had 
reached,  during  the  same  period,  22  and  a  fraction  in 
1000 ;  so  that  the  total  mortality  in  London  had  been 
three  times  greater  in  proportion  than  in  these  establish- 
ments. It  appeared  further,  that  of  the  total  population, 
(1343,)  490  were  children  under  ten  years  of  age  ;  of 
these,  5  had  died,  being  an  infant  mortality  of  10  in 
1000,  whereas  on  an  average  of  seven  years  the  infant 
mortality  in  the  whole  of  London  had  been  52  in  1000  ; 
so  that  the  infant  mortality  in  these  establishments  had 
been  not  so  much  as  one-fifth  that  in  London  generally. 
Another  circumstance  deserving  special  attention  was, 
that  in  London  the  average  deaths  from  typhus  and 
other  forms  of  fever  amount  to  about  12  per  cent,  of  the 
total  deaths.  This  disease  has  its  source  in  no  want  of 
food  or  clothing,  in  no  condition  natural  to  this  climate, 
in  no  habits  peculiar  to  the  people  ;  it  arises  solely  from 
filth.  These  establishments  have  been  provided  with 
efiicient  drainage,  a  good  supply  of  water,  and  the 
cesspool  has  been  removed  ;  and  the  result  is,  that  there 
has  not  been  a  single  death  from  fever  in  any  one  of 
them  since  they  were  first  opened.  The  same  result 
has  followed  the  working  of  the  Common  Lodging- 
houses  Act.  That  act  imposes  on  lodginghouse-keepers 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  certain  conditions  of  clean- 
liness,  forbids  overcrowding,  and  directs  the  police  to 


enforce  the  law.  The  town  of  Wigan  may  be  taken  as 
an  example  of  the  result.  In  this  town  there  were  25 
lodginghouses,  wliich  have  received  during  the  past 
year  29,655  lodgers.  The  superintendent  of  police 
reports — "  There  has  not  been  a  single  case  of  fever  in 
any  one  of  these  houses  since  the  act  has  been  in 
force."  The  town  of  AVolverhampton  is  a  still  more 
striking  example.  In  this  town  there  are  200  lodging- 
houses,  which  have  received  during  the  year  the 
incredible  number  of  511,000  lodgers.  The  superinten- 
dent of  police  reports — "There  has  not  been  a  single 
case  of  fever  in  these  houses  since  the  Lodginghouses 
Act  has  been  in  force,  in  July  1852."  Similar  returns 
have  been  received  from  other  towns,  as  well  as  from 
the  metropolis  also.  Before  these  houses  were  under 
regulation,  twenty  cases  had  been  received  into  the 
London  Fever  Hospital  from  single  houses  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks. 

The  thirty-sixth  anniversary  of  the  Royal  Caledonian 
Asylum  was  celebrated  on  the  6th  inst.  by  a  dinner  at 
the  Freemasons'  Tavern.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch 
presided  ;  and  520/.  was  subscribed. 

The  first  anniversary  dinner  of  the  National  Orphan 
Home  was  celebrated  at  Richmond  on  the  2nd  ;  Mr. 
Cowan  in  the  chair.  Lord  John  Russell,  engaged  to 
preside,  was  unavoidably  absent ;  but  he  sent  a  hand- 
some donation.  This  asylum  was  founded  by  the 
exertions  of  a  London  clergyman,  aided  by  one  philan- 
thropist whose  name  is  well  known,  chiefly  for  the 
orphan  children  of  the  poor.  It  is  situate  at  Ham,  near 
Richmond. 

Two  new  Parish  Baths  have  just  been  opened — the 
St.  Giles's  and  Lambeth.  The  former,  in  Endell-street, 
consist  of  single  baths  and  plunge-baths,  with  laundries 
attached.  The  Lambeth  establishment  is  formed  of  two 
lai'ge  swimming-baths  in  the  Westminster-road,  pre- 
viously a  private  speculation.  Single  baths  and  laun- 
dries are  to  be  added,  with  an  infant-school,  where  the 
women  can  leave  their  children  while  they  wash  their 
clothes. 

Another  Educational  Conversazione  took  place  at 
the  Mansion  House  on  the  evening  of  the  7th.  These 
meetings  have  been  set  on  foot  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  for 
the  promotion  of  social  intelligence,  and  the  furthering 
of  art  and  knowledge  in  all  their  divers  developments 
and  departments.  This  conversazione  was  of  a  purely 
educational  character,  and  a  very  great  number  of 
teachers  of  schools,  and  others  connected  with  educa- 
tion, were  present.  The  number  of  maps  was  immense, 
and  models  of  steam-engines  and  machines  for  reducing 
the  lines  of  beauty  and  the  sounds  of  music  to  mathe- 
matical form  and  certainty  were  not  the  least  interesting 
articles  in  the  exhibition.  The  quantity  of  excellent 
educational  works  sent  by  the  various  publishers  was 
also  great. 

The  New  Hackney  Carriage  Act  came  into  operation 
on  the  11th  inst.  Every  driver  of  a  hackney-carriage 
(including  cabs)  within  the  limits  of  the  metropolitan 
and  city  police  district  is  required,  on  each  occasion 
when  such  carriage  is  hired,  to  deliver  to  the  hirer  a  card, 
on  which  must  be  printed  "  hackney-carriage,  "  and 
the  number  of  the  stamp-oftice  plate,  &c.  When  re- 
quired, a  driver  is  to  produce  a  book  of  fares.  There  is 
no  back-carriage  fare.  For  any  distance  within,  and 
not  exceeding  one  mile,  the  fare  is  &d. ;  and  for  any 
time  within  and  not  exceeding  one  hour,  2s.  When 
more  than  two  persons  shall  be  carried  inside  any 
hackney-carriage,  one  sura  of  Qd.  is  to  be  paid  for  the 
whole  hiring,  in  addition  to  the  above  fares.  Two 
children  under  ten  years  of  age  are  to  be  counted  as 
one  adult  person.  In  case  of  a  disputed  fare,  the  pas- 
senger can  insist  on  being  driven  to  the  nearest  police- 
station,  where  the  dispute  can  be  instantly  settled. 
Lamps  are  to  be  provided  for  omnibuses,  and  to  be 
kept  lighted  by  the  conductors.  The  advertising-van 
nuisance  is  entirely  got  rid  of  by  this  act,  as  it  is  de- 
clared that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  such  vehicles  to  be 
exhibited,  to  the  obstruction  or  annoyance  of  the 
inhabitants  or  passengers,  within  the  limits  of  the  act. 

A  large  building,  called  The  Boys'  liefuge,  has  been 
erected  in  Commercial-street,  Whitechapt-1.  It  consists 
of  a  ground-floor;  is  built  on  land  bought  from  the 
Woods  and  Forests  for  1050/.,  and  cost  1200/.  ;  and  is 
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intended  as  a  refuge  for  boys  between  the  ages  of  seven 
and  fifteen,  who  "are  idle  houseless  wanderers,  and 
destitute  of  means  of  instruction.  It  will  contain 
workshops,  dormitories,  and  schoolroom  ;  and  will  be 
completed  in  September.  The  funds  were  provided  by 
subscription.  The  building  was  inaugurated  on  the  13th 
instant  by  Lord  Shaftesbury.  Mr.  Arthur  ^Kinnaird 
M.P.,  spoke  warmly  of  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Robert 
Hanbury.  jun.,  in  behalf  of  the  institution.  A  dona- 
tion of  30/.  was  received  from  the  Bishop  of  London, 
and  subscriptions  from  the  company  to  the  amount 
of  400/. 

The  Borjal  Agricultural  Society  has  had  its  annual 
show  of  cattle  and  implements  at  Gloucester.  The  show 
is  described  as  above  the  average  in  regard  to  imple- 
ments, under  it  in  stock;  but  a  notable  improvement 
is  recorded  in  the  show-yard.  Excessively  fat  cattle 
were  rare :  this  is  attributed  to  the  stringency  of  the 
rules  devised  by  the  late  Earl  of  Ducie.  There  were 
some,  however,  disqualified  on  the  score  of  over-fatness. 
The  annual  dinner  took  place  on  the  13th  inst. 
Some  eight-hundred  persons  sat  down,  and  Lord 
Ashburton  presided.  The  noticeable  names  are  those  of 
Lord  Harrowby,  Mr.  Slaney,  the  American  minister, 
General  Arista,  Sir  John  Shelley,  M.P.,  Mr.  Mechi, 
and  Judge  Halliburton.  Mr.  Philip  Pusey  was  preven- 
ted by  indisposition  from  taking  the  vice-chair;  which 
was  filled  by  the  Honourable  R.  H.  C'live,  M.  P.  One 
of  the  early  toasts  after  dinner  was  the  health  of  Mr. 
IngersoU.  In  his  acknowledgment,  Mr.  IngersoU 
praised  the  father  of  the  chairman  as  having  been  the 
minister  of  good-will  and  the  harbinger  of  perpetual 
friendship  between  England  and  America.  He  spoke 
of  agriculture  as  "  not  only  the  most  ancient  but  the 
most  honourable  ar.d  useful  employment  of  our  race  ;  " 
and  he  pointed  to  the  150,000,000  acres  of  unappropriated 
waste  lands  in  the  United  States  as  a  home  for  the 
British  population  should  it  grow  excessive.  Lord 
Ashburton  made  an  eloquent  speech.  France,  he 
observed,  produced  better  silks,  Switzerland  more 
beaiitiful  cottons,  America  equals  us  in  shipbuilding; 
but  there  is  one  produce  which  no  other  country  can 
approach  in  excellence,  "  and  that  produce  is  the 
produce  of  the  British  farmer."  While  foreigners 
assist  our  manufacturers,  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
come  to  us  to  learn  farming."  The  British  farmer  has 
raised  agriculture  from  being  "  a  mere  empirical  pursuit 
to  a  master  science."  Like  the  steamer,  agi'iculturists 
have  almost  learned  to  defy  the  elements.  But  the 
days  of  the  lagging  farmers  who  "  still  live  in  darkness  " 
are  numbered ;  tliey  cannot  bo  exempted  from  their 
doom.  Lord  Harrowby  proposed,  "The  Labourers." 
Referring  to  the  use  of  machinery,  he  mentioned  an 
instance  where,  in  the  place  of  ten,  thirty  men  are 
employed  on  a  farm,  since  the  introduction  of  machinery. 
He  exhorted  the  farmers  not  to  be  jt  alous  of  the  labourer, 
but  to  encourage  his  education.  Improved  implements 
would  lead  to  a  higher  order  of  labourers.  Following 
up  a  remark  of  the  chairman,  he  urged  on  landlords  the 
necessity  of  providing  better  accommodation  and  more 
comforts  for  their  labourers.  Sir  Roderick  INIurchison 
proposed,  "Agricultural  Societies  all  over  the  world," 
coupling  with  the  toast  the  name  of  Judge  Halliburton, 
who  replied  in  a  lively  speech.  He  noticed  the  vast 
improvement  in  the  lower  classes  ;  and,  as  an  instance, 
quoted  the  notice  in  St.  James's  Park  :  it  does  not  speak 
of  "man-traps  and  spring-guns,"  but  says  "The  public  are 
requested  to  protect  the  gardens  and  trees  in  this  place." 


Messrs.  Bielfeld  have  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  Papier-mdchi  Houses.  The  framework,  the  flooring, 
and  the  doors,  are  of  wood ;  but  the  rest  is  constructed 
of  paper.  A  number  of  cottages,  stores,  and  villas, 
have  been  erected  at  Messrs.  Bielfeld's  works  at  Staines  ;. 
and  a  gentleman  has  purchased  them  as  an  investment 
for  Australia,  whither  he  is  going.  These  buildings  can, 
be  readily  taken  down,  and  re-erected  in  a  few  houra. 
They  have  hollow  walls,  so  that  damp  is  excluded  ;  and 
tropical  insects  will  not  attack  the  paper,  from  the 
poisonous  ingredients  it  contains. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen's  infant  son  was  christened  on  the  2Sth  of 
June,  the  anniversary  of  her  Majesty's  coronation.  The 
sponsors  were  the  King  of  Hanover,  the  Princess  of 
Prussia,  the  Princess  Mary  of  Cambridge,  and  the 
Princess  of  Hohenloe  Langenburg.  The  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  read  the  service  ;  and  the  King  of  Hanover 
gave  the  name  of  the  child — Leopold  George  Duncan 
Albert.     An  anthem  and  chorus  closed  the  ceremony.  , 

Nearly  all  the  royal  family  have  had  the  measles. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  was  first  attacked,  next  Prince 
Albert,  then  the  Princess  Royal  and  the  Princess  Alice, 
and  lastly,  the  Queen  herself.  Her  Majesty,  accom- 
panied by  Prince  Albert  and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  went 
to  Osborne  on  the  16th,  symptoms  of  the  disease  having 
appeared  before  she  left  town.  In  every  case  the  disease 
has  been  mild,  and  the  royal  patients  have  recovered. 

The  King  and  Queen  of  Hanover  left  England  on  the 
4th  ult.  Before  his  departure  the  King  settled  a  pension 
of  20/.  a  year  on  an  artilleryman  named  Moftat,  who  had 
lost  his  arm  by  the  premature  firing  of  a  gun  at  a  field- 
day  at  Woolwich.  The  piece  was  fired  before  the 
ramrod  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  man's  arm  being 
shattered  by  the  stick,  amputation  became  necessary. 
The  accident  occurred  within  a  few  yards  of  his  Majesty. 
Since  the  arrival  of  the  royal  family  at  Hanover,  the 
Crown  Prince  has  had  an  attack  of  measles,  caught  in 
England. 

Mr.  Barkly,  the  new  Governor  of  Jamaica,  has  re- 
ceived the  honour  of  knighthood,  with  the  decoration 
of  a  Civil  Knight  Commander  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Reynolds,  Chief  Commissioner  of  the 
Insolvent  Court,  has  resigned  after  thirty-five  years' 
service.  He  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Murphy, 
member  for  Cork.     The  salary  is  1.500/.  a  year. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  ! Barker,  the  rector  of  Beaton,  has 
been  so  affected  in  his  mind  by  the  murder  of  his 
housekeeper,  Mrs.  Steggall,  that  it  has  been  deemed 
necessary  to  place  him  in  a  private  asylum. 


Mr.  E.  W.  Wvnne  Pendarves,  M.P.  for  West  ConiwaH, 
died  on  the  20th  irlt.,  at  his  scat,  near  Camborne,  Cornwall. 

The  Rev,  Godfrey  Paussett,  D.D,,  the  Margaret  Professor 
of  Divinity  at  Oxford  University,  and  Canon  of  Christ  Chm-ch, 
died  on  the  2Sth  ult,,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of  liis  as;e. 

Admiral  Sir  G.  Bdller  died  at  Southampton  on  the 
5th  in.st.,  aged  eighty-five. 

The  Marchioness  of  Anglesey  died  on  the  Sth  inst,,  after 
a  very  brief  illness. 

Tlio  Grand  Duke  of  Saxe-Weimar  died  at  Weimar  on  the 
Sth  in  St. 

The  Earl  of  Portsmouth  died  at  his  seat,  Hurstbourne 
Hall,  near  Andover,  on  the  11th  inst.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  intelligence  from 
Calcutta  to  the  3rd  of  June.  The  negotiations  with 
Ava  have  been  terminated  by  the  Burmese  Envoys 
refusing  to  sign  the  treaty  proposed  to  them  by  the 
British,  and  declaring  that  they  would  not  sign  away 
any  part  whatever  of  the  Burmese  dominions.  They 
were  ordered  to  reconsider  their  answer,  or  to  leave  our 
new  territory  within  twenty-four  hours.     They  left  it 


in  ten  hours.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  on  the 
departure  of  the  Burmese  Commissioners,  General 
Godwin  was  for  going  at  once  to  Ava ;  but  that  Lord 
Dalhousie,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  has  forbidden  the  British  General  to  do  more 
than  defend  the  frontier.  The  river  is  now  again 
available;  and  our  pust  at  Meaday  has  been  reinforced. 
It  is  believed  that  General  Godwin  has  been  ordered  to 
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starve  the  Burmese  into  submission  by  intercepting  the 
supplies  of  rice  from  tlie  lower  provinces. 


There  are  accounts  from  Australia  to  the  5th  of 
April.  The  news  in  the  journals  presents  a  striking 
picture  of  the  progress  of  tlie  country,  especially  of  the 
colony  of  Victoria.  To  illustrate  this,  some  figures 
maybe  quoted.  In  ISol  the  population  of  Victoria  had 
risen  to  95,000,  in  1S52  it  was  200,000;  the  shipping 
inwards  in  18ol  was  126,000  tons,  in  1852  it  was  408,000 
tons  ;  the  revenue  in  ISJl  was  380,000/.,  in  1852  it  was 
1,577,000/.— 342,000/.  raised  from  customs  duties.  In 
1851  the  value  of  imports  was  1,0.56,000/.,  in  18.52  it 
■was  4,044,000/. ;  exports  in  the  former  year  were 
1,424,000/.,  in  the  latter  7,452,000/.  But,  taking  into 
the  account  gold  carried  out  without  being  recorded, 
the  exports  were  probably  15.000,000/.,  or  75/.  per  head 
for  every  man,  woman,  and  child.  The  Legislature  of 
Victoria  has  sanctioned  three  railways,  and  has  voted 
720,000/.  for  public  works.  The  railways  will  connect 
Melbourne  with  the  port,  with  Geelong,  and  with  the 
gold-fields.  The  population  of  Melbourne  has  increased 
from  23,000  in  1851  to  80,000  in  1852  ;  that  of  Geelong 
in  the  same  period  from  8000  to  20,000.  But  fodder 
and  provisions  have  been  very  dear.  Hay,  weight  for 
weight,  is  dearer  than  the  best  flour  ;  oats  twiie  as  dear 
as  the  best  oatmeal ;  cabbages  are  Is.  Gd.  each  ;  pears, 
lettuces,  and  turnips,  are  6s.  a  dozen  ;  potatoes,  24s. 
per  hundredweight ;  ducks  12s.  a  pair ;  geese  and 
turkies,  14s.  each. 


According  to  advices  from  Quebec  to  the  2nd  inst., 
the  Canadian  Parliament  has  adjourned,  after  a 
session  of  considerable  importance.  A  decimal  cur- 
rency has  been  established.  The  grand  trunk  railway 
has  been  organised,  and  on  so  sound  a  footing  that  the 
stock  is  at  a  premium  in  England.  Four  hundred  miles 
of  the  road  will  probably  be  finished  before  the  1st  of 
January.  An  Ocean  Steam  Navigation  Company  has 
been  incorporated,  and  the  two  pioneer  vessels  have 
already  made  the  voyage.  An  increase  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  province,  from  which  very  salutary 
results  are  anticipated,  has  been  carried.  A  law 
facilitating  the  settlement  of  wild  lands  has  been  added 
to  the  statute  book.  Increased  security  has  been  given 
to  municipal  debentures  in  Upper  Canada  by  the  Con- 
solidated Loan  Fund  Act.  A  measure  providing  for 
the  better  treatment  of  lunatics  has  been  adopted.  All 
religious  sects  have  been  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality 
as  regards  the  celebration  of  marriage.  Finally,  the 
Legislative  Council,  as  at  present  constituted,  has  been 
formally  condemned,  and  the  way  paved  for  an  elective 
Senate. 


Intelligence  has  been  received  from  Jamaica  to  the 
27th  of  June.  Affairs  had  not  approached  any  nearer 
to  a  settlement.  Public  business  was  at  a  stand  still, 
and  the  Treasui-y  continued  to  be  closed  against  all 
claimants.  Governor  Grey  had  carried  out  the  inten- 
tions he  expressed,  and  had  liberated  a  considerable 
number  of  convicts.  As  maybe  imagined,  the  state  of 
anarchy  caused  great  public  discontent.  Much  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  alleged  discoveries  of  copper-mines 
at  Clarendon,  St.  Andrew,  ISletcalfe,  and  Portland. 
Yellow  fever  prevailed  among  the  shipping  at  Kingston. 


PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONISATION. 

On  the  20th  a  dinner  was  given  at  Greenwich  to 
Mr.  Godley,  the  leader  of  the  settlers  to  the  New 
Colony  of  Canterbury  in  New  Zealand,  on  his  return 
from  that  settlement.  Lord  Wharncliffe  presided,  and 
among  the  company  were  Lord  Lyttelton,  Sir  J.  Pa'.dng- 
ton,  Mr.  Addcrley,  Mr.  Monsell,  Mr.  Staff"ord,  Mr.  H. 
Herbert,  Captain  Taylor,  and  other  gentlemen  noted  for 
their  exertions  on  the  subject  of  emigration.  Mr. 
Godley's  health  having  been  given,  and  warmly  received, 
he  addressed  the  company,  giving  an  account  of  the 
present  state  and  prospects  of  the  colony,  with  a  view  to 
correct  the  impression  that  it  has  proved  a  failure.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said  :  "  During  my  stay  in 
the  colony,  22  ships  arrived  there  from  England, 
bringing   about    3400    immigrants,   well-selected,   with 


the    proportion    of    the    sexes    duly    preserved,    and, 

generally  speaking,  of  good  character  and  industrious 
habits.  I  calculate  that  from  three  to  four  hundred 
people  came  to  us  from  neighbouring  colonies,  and  that 
the  gold  fever  and  other  causes  have  deprived  us  tempo- 
rarily of  about  five  hundred.  The  present  population, 
therefore,  may  be  set  down  at  3300  Europeans,  and 
they  are,  take  them  for  all  in  all,  as  good  materials, 
morally  and  physically,  as  any  colony  was  ever  com- 
posed of.  Of  the  site  of  the  colony  there  can  be  but 
one  opinion,  namely,  that  it  was  not  only  the  best 
accessible  to  us  in  any  part  of  the  world,  but  that,  by 
peculiar  good  fortune,  it  was  the  most  advantageous, 
though  the  last  selected,  site  for  a  settlement  in  New- 
Zealand.  The  district  consists  of  low  bills  and  level 
prairies.  It  is  not  of  uniform  fertility,  but  the  whole  of 
it  is  admirably  adapted  for  carrying  stock.  We  calculate 
it  to  contain  five  or  six  millions  of  acres  available  for 
pasturage,  which  in  the  natural  state  will  carry  at  a 
very  low  computation  two  million  sheep.  These  will 
produce  seven  million  pounds  of  wool,  worth  at  present 
prices,  say,  500,000/.  Add  100,000/.  for  tallow,  hides, 
and  farm  produce  (a  very  low  estimate),  and  you  will 
have  on  the  whole  produce  to  the  amount  of  600,000/., 
necessarily  exported  from  Lyttelton,  and  you  will  have 
on  the  other  hand  the  supplies  which  the  producing 
population  will  require,  drawn  either  from  the  same 
place,  so  far  as  they  are  sea-borne,  or  from  the  agricul- 
tural district  surrounding  Christchurch.  The  number 
of  sheep  in  the  district  which  I  have  been  describing 
is  at  this  moment  at  least  100,000,  which  will  yield, 
after  the  next  shearing,  exportable  produce  to  the 
value  of  25,000/.,  to  which  must  be  added  a  considerable 
sum  as  the  value  of  cheese,  which  is  now  bringing 
fourteenpence  a  pound,  for  export  to  Melbourne,  so 
that  the  exports  of  the  district  during  the  ensuing 
year,  that  is  the  third  year  after  the  foundation  of  the 
colony,  will  be  not  less  than  at  the  rate  of  8/.  per 
head  of  the  population,  or  three  times  as  much  as  the 
proportion  of  exports  to  population  in  the  United  King- 
dom. The  obstacles  to  cultivation  in  a  new  country  are 
such  as  generally  to  extend  longer  than  you  would  deem 
possible  the  period  of  imported  subsistence.  New  South 
AVales  did  not  feed  itself  for  a  great  many  years; 
Wellington  does  not  feed  itself  now.  Well,  the  people 
of  Canterbury  raised,  last  season,  potatoes  enough  for 
their  consumption.  There  were  500  acres  under  wheat, 
which  will  give  about  two-thirds  of  the  consumption. 
After  next  harvest  the  settlement  will  cease  to  import 
the  main  articles  of  subsistence.  This  is  a  true  picture 
of  the  state  of  tlie  colony  as  regards  its  industry  and  its 
commerce,  I  ask  you,  does  it  look  like  failure  ?  "  Mr. 
Godley  proceeded  to  describe  the  church-accommodation 
in  the  settlement  and  the  provision  made  for  education; 
and  went  on  to  say :  "  I  do  not  wish  to  depict  the 
colony  as  a  Utopia,  either  physically  or  socially;  but  I 
say  that,  taking  it  as  a  new  country,  and  comparing  it 
with  other  new  countries,  it  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best 
and  most  desirable  I  have  seen  or  heard  of.  It  is  always 
a  misfortune  to  be  obliged  to  emigrate,  but  if  I  were 
obliged  to  emigrate  myself  I  would  go  to  Canterburyj 
and  it  is  the  place  to  which  I  should  always  recommend 
any  one  in  wliom  I  had  an  interest  to  go  if  compelled  to 
leave  England.  He  will  find  a  healthy,  though  not 
always  a  very  pleasant  climate  ;  agreeable  society ; 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  essential  elements  of  civilisation; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  the  best  investment  for  a 
small  capital  now  to  be  had  in  the  world.  I  repeat  that 
taking  the  rate  of  profit,  and  the  absence  of  risk  together, 
a  capital  of  from  1500/.  to  5000/.  cannot  in  my  opinion 
be  so  advantageously  invested  in  any  other  way  as  in 
dairy-farming  or  sheep-keeping  on  the  plains  of  New 
Zealand."  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Godley  said,  "Do not  be 
afraid  to  leave  your  colonies  to  themselves  ;  throw 
them  into  the  water  and  they  will  swim.  Depend  upon 
it  the  greatest  boon  you  can  bestow  upon  colonies  is 
what  Burke  calls  'a  wise  and  salutary  neglect.'  To 
this  rule  the  Canterbury  colony  is  no  exception.  It  is 
fortunate  for  it  that  the  association's  career  has  been 
brief  as  well  as  effective  ;  now  it  must  go  alone.  It 
has  been  called  into  existence,  it  has  been  given  its 
opportunities,  it  has  been  started  on  its  way  ;  henceforth 
it  must  work  out  its  own  destinies.     The   Canterbury 


Association  has  done  its  work  and  passed  away.  Its 
memory  may  be  unhonoured,  its  members  reviled  ;  they 
care  not;  they  have  done  their  work — a  great  and  heroic 


work ;  they  have  raised  to  themselves  a  noble  monu- 
ment—they have  laid  the  foundations  of  a  great  and 
happy  people." 


NAKRATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  chief  object  of  interest  connected  with  foreign 
affairs,  is  the  question  between  Bi/ssia  and  Turkey. 
The  Russian  ultimatum  was  sent  in  by  Prince 
Menschikoff  on  the  5th  of  May.  He  demanded  that 
the  protectorate  of  the  Greek  Christians  in  Turkey  be 
conceded  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia;  and  that  the 
Russo-Greek  Church  should  have  accorded  to  it, 
specifically  and  by  solemn  treaty,  all  the  rights  and 
privileges,  both  in  regard  to  the  Holy  Places  and  on 
other  matters,  that  it  had  ever  claimed.  The  second 
demand  was,  that  the  Greek  Patriarch  at  Constanti- 
nople should  be  irremovable  unless  guilty  of  proved 
high  treason  or  gross  misconduct,  and  then  only  by  the 
consent  of  the  Czar.  Hitherto  the  Patria'rch  has 
been  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Porte.  After 
many  deliberations,  and  by  advice  of  Lord  Stratford 
and  M.  de  la  Cour,  the  English  and  French  ministers, 
the  Sultan,  on  the  13th,  sent  a  reply  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  demands,  and  Prince  Menschikoff 
immediately  left  Constantinople.  This  rupture  of 
diplomatic  relations  was  followed  by  a  manifesto 
addressed  by  the  Czar  to  the  Russian  people.  This 
remarkable  document  is  as  follows  ; — 

"  By  the  grace  of  God,  we,  Nicholas  I.,  Emperor  and 
Autocrat  of  All  the  Russias,  &c.  &c., 

"Make  known  to  our  faithful  and  well-beloved 
subjects,  that  from  time  immemorial  our  glorious  pre- 
decessors took  the  vow  to  defend  the  orthodox  faith. 

"  From  the  moment  that  it  pleased  Divine  Providence 
to  transmit  to  us  the  hereditary  throne,  the  observation 
of  those  sacred  duties  which  are  inseparable  from  it  has 
constantly  been  the  object  of  our  cares  and  solicitude. 
Based  on  the  glorious  treaty  of  Kainardje,  confirmed  by 
the  solemn  transactions  concluded  afterwards  with  the 
Ottoman  Porte,  those  cares  and  solicitude  have  always 
had  for  object  to  guarantee  the  rights  of  the  Orthodox 
Church. 

"  But,  to  our  profound  affliction,  notwithstanding  all 
our  efforts  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  our  Orthodox  Church,  latterly  numerous 
arbitrary  acts  of  the  Ottoman  Governnrent  attacked 
those  rights,  and  threatened  finally  to  destroy  entirely 
the  whole  order  of  things  sanctioned  by  centuries,  and 
so  dear  to  the  Orthodox  feith. 

"  Our  efforts  to  dissuade  the  Porte  from  such  acts 
have  been  fruitless,  and  even  the  solemn  word  which 
the  Sultan  had  given  to  us  on  the  occasion  has  been 
violated. 

"  Having  exhausted  all  the  means  of  persuasion,  and 
all  the  means  of  obtaining  in  a  friendly  manner  the 
satisfaction  due  to  our  just  reclamations,  we  have 
deemed  it  indispensable  to  order  ouv  troops  to  enter  the 
Danubian  Principalities,  to  show  the  Porte  to  how  far 
its  obstinacy  may  lead  it.  !Nevertheless,  even  now,  it  is 
not  our  intention  to  commence  war  :  by  the  occupation 
of  the  Principalities  we  wish  to  have  in  our  heart  a 
pledge  which  will  guarantee  to  us  in  every  respect  the 
re-establishment  of  our  rights. 

"We  do  not  seek  conquests;  Russia  does  not  need 
them.  We  demand  satisfaction  for  a  legitimate  right 
openly  infringed.  We  are  ready  even  now  to  stop  the 
movement  of  our  troops,  if  the  Ottoman  Porte  engages 
to  observe  religiously  the  intrgrity  of  tbe  privileges  of 
the  Orthodox  Church.  But  if  obstruction  and  blind- 
ness obstinately  desire  the  contrary,  then,  invokini;  God 
to  our  aid,  we  will  leave  to  His  care  to  decide  our 
difference;  and,  placing  our  full  hope  in  His  all- 
powerful  hand,  we  will  march  to  the  defence  of  the 
Orthodox  faith. 

"  Given  at  Petcrhoff,  tlie  14th  (iCth)  of  the  month  of 
June,  lSo3,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 
— (Signed)  NiciioL.is." 

The  intention  thus  announced  was  immediately  put 


in  execution  ;  a  large  body  of  Russian  troops  passed  the 
Pruth,  and  occupied  the  Turkish  provinces  of  Mol- 
davia and  Wallachia.  This  hostile  movement  was  made 
on  the  2nd  and  3rd  ult. ;  the  troops  having  passed  tbe  river 
in  two  divisions,  one  at  Skeova,  the  other  at  Leova. 
The  next  step  on  the  part  of  the  Czar  was  to  attempt  to 
justify  this  step  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  With  this  view 
the  Russian  minister.  Count  Nesselrode,  addressed  a 
circular  note  to  the  Russian  envoys  at  foreign  courts. 
This  document,  which  is  dated  June  20  (July  2), 
contains  a  prolix  review  of  tbe  state  of  the  question; 
but  its  principal  object  is  to  describe  the  passage  of 
the  Pruth  as  a  cons-equence  of  the  attitude  taken  by 
France  and  England.  This  is  done  in  the  following 
passages  : — 

"  In  placing  our  ultimatum  before  the  Porte,  we  had 
given  to  the  great  cabinets  particular  explanations 
respecting  our  intentions.  In  particular,  we  had  re- 
quested of  France  and  England  not  to  complicate  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation  by  their  attitude — not  pre- 
maturely to  take  measures  the  effect  of  which  would  be, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  encourage  the  Porte  in  opposition, 
and  on  the  other,  to  engage  more  than  was  already  the 
case,  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Emperor. 

"  I  regret  to  have  to  announce  to  you  to-day  that  this 
twofold  attempt  has  unhappily  been  in  vain. 

"  The  Porte,  as  you  will  see  by  the  subjoined  letter  of 
Redscbid  Pasha,  has  just  returned,  in  answer*  to  that 
which  I  addressed  to  it,  a  negative,  or  at  least  an  evasive 
response. 

"On  the'other  hand,  the  two  maritime  Powers  have  not 
thought  tit  to  defer  the  considerations  we  recommended 
to  their  serious  attention.  Taking  the  initiative  before 
us,  they  have  considered  it  indispensable  to  precede  im- 
mediately by  an  effective  measure  those  which  we  had 
only  announced  to  them  as  purely  eventual,  since  we 
made  them  depend  on  the  final  resolutions  of  the  Porte  ; 
and  their  execution  h.is  not  commenced  »it  the  moment 
at  which  I  write.  They  at  once  sent  their  fleets  into 
the  waters  of  Constantinople.  They  occupy  already  the 
seas  and  ports  of  the  Ottoman  empire  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Dardanelles.  By  that  advanced  attitude,  the  two 
Powers  have  placed  us  under  the  weight  of  a  threaten- 
ing demonstration,  wbicli,  as  we  forewarned  them,  has 
added  new  complications  to  the  crisis. 

"  After  the  refusal  of  the  Porte,  supported  by  the 
manifestation  of  France  and  England,  it  became  more 
than  ever  impossible  to  modify  tbe  resolutions  which 
the  Emperor  bad  made  contingent  on  that  act. 

"  In  conseqvience,  his  Imperial  Majesty  has  just  sent 
two  corps  of  our  troops  stationed  at  Bessarabia  orders  to 
pass  the  frontier  and  enter  the  Principalities. 

"  The)'  enter  these  not  to  make  an  offensive  war  on 
the  Porte,  which,  on  the  contrary',  we  shall  avoid  with  all 
our  power,  as  long  as  the  Porte  shall  not  force  us  to  this 
step  ;  but  because  the  Porte,  in  persisting  to  refuse  us 
the  moral  guarantee  which  we  had  a  right  to  expect, 
obliges  us  to  substitute  for  it  a  material  guarantee ; 
because  the  position  which  the  two  powers  have  taken 
up  in  the  ports  and  waters  of  Turkey,  and  even  within 
sight  of  its  capital,  being  such  as,  under  present  circum- 
stances, we  cannot  regard  in  any  other  lisbt  than  that 
of  maritime  occupation,  gives  us  an  additional  reason 
for  re-estal)Iishing  the  equilibrium  of  the  reciprocal 
situations  by  taking  a  military  position.  But  further 
than  this  we  have  no  intention  of  holding  tliis  position 
longer  than  our  honour  and  security  require.  It  will 
he  "altogether  temporary;  it  will  only  serve  us  for  a 
pledge  until  better  counsels  prevail  in  the  minds  of  the 
Sultan's  ministers." 

Count  Nesselrode's  circular  note  received  a  prompt 
answer  from  the  French  government,  also  in  the  form 
of  a    circular     note,    by    M.    Drouin    de    Lhuys,    the 
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minister  for  foreign  affairs,  addressed  to  the  various 
French  diplomatic  agents.  M.  Drouin  de  Lhuvs  exposes 
the  fallacy  of  the  attempt  to  ascribe  the  llussian  occu- 
pation of  the  Turkish  provinces  to  the  conduct  of  France 
and  England.  After  reviewing  the  negotiations  down 
to  the  departure  of  Prince  Mtnsclukoff  fi'oni  Constan- 
tinople, M.  Drouin  de  Lhvij-s  proceeds  thus  : — 

"  It  was  at  such  a  conjuncture,  sir,  that  Prince  Men- 
schikofF  quitted  Constantinople,  breaking  off  all  dijilo- 
matic  relations  between  Russia  and  the  Porte  ;  and  that 
it  devolved  upon  the  Powers,  bound  by  their  traditions 
and  their  interests  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  Turkey, 
to  trace  out  for  themselves  a  line  of  conduct. 

"  His  Imperial  Majesty's  government,  in  accord  with 
that  of  her  Britannic  Majesty,  thought  the  situation  too 
menacing  not  to  be  narrowly  watched  ;  and  the  French 
and  English  squadrons  speedily  received  orders  to 
anchor  in  Besika  Bay ;  where  they  arrived,  in  the  middle 
of  the  month  of  June. 

"This  measure,  one  entirely  of  precaution,  had  no 
character  of  hostility  towards  Russia.  It  was  impe- 
riously called  for  by  the  gravity  of  the  circumstances, 
and  amply  justified  by  the  preparations  for  war  which 
for  several  months  past  had  l)een  making  in  Bessarabia 
and  the  harbour  of  Sebastopol. 

"  The  motive  for  the  rupture  hetween  the  Cabinet  of 
St.  Petersburg  and  the  Porte  had,  so  to  speak,  disap- 
peared. The  qviestion  which  might  have  been  raised  on 
the  sudden  at  Constantinople,  was  tliat  of  the  very 
existence  of  the  Ottoman  empire;  and  his  Imperial 
Majesty's  government  will  never  admit  such  vast 
interests  to  be  mooted  (' se  trouver  en  jeu')  without 
instantly  claiming  that  share  of  influence  and  action 
which  properly  belongs  to  its  power  and  its  rank  in  the 
world.  To  the  presence  of  a  Russian  army  upon  the 
land  frontier  of  Turkey,  the  French  government  had 
the  right  and  the  duty  to  reply  by  the  presence  of  its 
naval  forces  at  Besika,  in  a  bay  freely  open  to  the  ships 
of  all  nations,  and  situated  without  those  limits  which 
treaties  prohibit  the  passing  in  the  time  of  peace. 

"For  the  rest,  the  Russian  government  was  soon 
about  to  take  upon  itself  to  explain  the  necessity  for  the 
movement  of  the  two  squadrons.  For  on  the  31st  of 
May,  when  it  was  impossible  to  know  at  St.  Petersburg, 
where  the  news  only  arrived  on  the  17th  of  June,  the 
resolution  that  might  be  adopted  by  France  and 
England,  Count  Nesselrode  sent  to  the  Porto,  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  to  Redschid  Pasha,  a  final  ultimatum, 
with  a  brief  delay,  and  which  contained  a  very  clearly- 
expressed  threat  of  an  approaching  occupation  of  the 
Danubian  Principalities. 

"When  this  decision  had  been  come  to  with  a 
solemnity  which  no  longer  permitted  a  government 
jealous  of  its  dignity  to  modify  it — when,  by  a  circular 
dated  June  11,  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Nicholas  caused 
his  resolution  to  be  announced  to  Europe,  as  if  to  render 
its  execution  more  irrevocalile — our  squadron  was  yet 
at  Salamis,  and  that  of  England  had  not  left  the  port  of 
Malta. 

"  This  simple  comparison  of  dates  suffices,  sir,  to 
show  from  what  quarter  proceeded  that  initiative  now 
sought  to  be  denied,  while  the  responsibility  of  it  is 
thrown  upon  France  and  England  :  it  is  also  sufficient 
to  prove  that  between  the  communication  made  to  Paris 
and  London  of  the  'proposition  made  directly  to  Con- 
stantinople by  Count  Nesselrode,  and  the  rejection  of 
that  ultimatum,  time  was  materially  wanting  for  the 
governments  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  and  her  Britannic 
Majesty  to  exercise  their  influence  at  Constantinople  one 
way  or  the  other.  No,  sir,  I  say  it  with  all  the  force  of 
conviction,  the  French  government  in  this  grave  debate 
has  nothing  to  reproach  itself  with  :  it  repudiates  from 
the  depths  of  its  conscience  no  less  than  before  Europe 
the  responsibility  imputed  to  it;  and,  strong  in  its 
moderation,  appeals  in  its  turn,  without  fear,  to  the 
judgment  of  the  cabinets.  Setting  aside  the  so  different 
objects  of  the  two  demonstrations,  there  was  perhaps  a 
sort  of  analogy  between  the  respective  situations  when 
the  Russian  army  was  on  the  left  hank  of  the  Pruth, 
and  the  English  and  French  fleets  cast  their  anchors  at 
Besika.  The  analogy  has  disappeared  since  the  passage 
of  the  river,  which  forms  the  limits  of  the  Russian  and 
the  Ottoman  empires.    Count  Nesselrode  seems  to  admit 


tills  when  he  supposes  the  squadron  to  be  already  within 
sight  of  Constantinople  itself,  and  represents  the  military 
position  taken  up  by  the  Russian  troops  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  as  a  necessary  compensation  for  what  he 
calls  our  '  maritime  occupation.' 

"  The  English  and  French  forces  do  not  by  their  pre- 
sence outside  the  Dardanelles  infringe  existing  treaties. 
The  occupation  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia,  on  the  con- 
trary, constitutes  a  manifest  violation  of  those  treaties." 

It  appears,  from  replies  made  by  our  ministers  to 
questions  put  to  them  in  Parliament,  that  an  answer  by 
our  government,  similar  in  tenor  to  that  of  France,  has 
been  sent  to  St.  Petersburg. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  agreed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propositions  lately  made 
by  the  AVestern  Powers  with  the  consent  of  Turkey. 
What  these  propositions  are,  remains  unknown,  nor  is 
anything  known  with  certainty  as  to  their  reception.  In 
the  meantime,  it  is  stated  that  Russia  continues  to  pour 
troops  into  the  Turkish  provinces,  as  if  with  the  view  of 
a  permanent  occupation  ;  and  that  the  French  and 
English  fleets  I'emain  in  Besika  Bay. 

Some  agitation  has  been  created  in  Paris  by 'the 
alleged  discovery  of  a  conspiracy  against  the  life  of  the 
Emperor  and  Empress.  As  they  were  going  to  the 
Opera  Comique,  on  the  5th  ult.,  the  police  observed  a 
group  of  men  whose  vehement  manner  of  applauding 
looked  sxispicious.  On  their  watching  narrowly,  the 
hilt  of  a  dagger  was  seen  in  the  breast  of  one  man,  and 
the  police  arrested  the  whole  gi-oup.  A  circular  from 
the  police  reported  the  arrest  next  morning,  loosely 
estimated  the  number  at  "  ten  or  twelve,"  and  declared 
them  to  be  "  members  of  the  old  societies." 


The  news  from  China  is  of  a  most  striking  character. 
The  great  rebellion  continues  to  make  progress,  and  it 
appears  that  the  rebels  are  Christians.  Sir  George 
Bonham  has  visited  their  army  near  Nankin,  and  the 
tollow'ing  details  are  given  on  his  authority : — The 
insurgents  are  Christians  of  the  Protestant  form  of 
worship,  and  anti-idolators  of  the  strictest  order.  They 
acknowledge  but  one  God,  the  Heavenly  Father,  the 
All-wise,  All-powerful,  and  Omnipresent  Creator  of  the 
world ;  with  him,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  mankind ; 
and  also  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  last  of  the  Three 
Persons  of  the  Trinity.  Their  chief  on  earth  is  a 
person  known  as  "Tae-ping-wang,  the  Prince  of  Peace," 
to  whom  a  kind  of  divine  origin  and  mission  is  ascribed. 
Far,  however,  from  claiming  adoration,  he  forbids  in 
an  edict  the  application  to  himself  of  the  terms 
"  Supreme,"  "  Holy,"  and  others,  hitherto  constantly 
assumed  by  the  Emperors  of  China,  but  which  he 
declines  receiving,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  due  to 
God  alone.  Tlieir  moral  code  the  insurgents  call  the 
"Heavenly  Rules  ;"  which  on  examination  proved  to 
be  the  Ten  Commandments.  The  observance  of  these 
is  strictly  enforced  by  the  leaders  of  the  movement, 
chiefly  Kwang-tung  and  Kwang-semen;  who  are  not 
merely  formal  professors  of  a  religious  system,  but 
practical  and  spiritual  Christians,  deeply  influenced  by 
the  belief  that  God  is  always  with  them.  The  hard- 
ships they  have  suffered,  and  the  dangers  they  have 
incurred,  are  punishments  and  trials  of  their  Heavenly 
Father ;  the  successes  they  have  achieved  are  instances 
of  His  grace.  In  conversation  they  constantly  recur  to 
that  special  attention  of  the  Almighty,  of  which  they 
believe  themselves  to  be  the  objects.  With  proud 
humility  and  gratitude  they  point  back  to  the  fact,  that 
at  the  beginning  of  their  enterprise  some  four  years 
ago,  they  numbered  but  100  or  200  ;  and  that,  except 
for  the  direct  help  of  their  Heavenly  Father,  they 
never  could  have  done  what  they  have  done.  "Thej'," 
said  one,  speaking  of  the  Imperialists,  "  spread  all  kind 
of  lies  about  us.  They  say  we  employ  magical  arts. 
The  only  kind  of  magic  we  have  used  is  prayer  to 
God.  In  K\vang-se,  when  we  occupied  Yung  Gnan, 
we  were  sorely  pressed  ;  there  were  then  only  some 
2000  or  3000  of  us.  We  were  beset  on  all  sides  by 
much  greater  numbers  ;  we  had  no  powder  left,  and 
our  provisions  were  all  gone  ;  but  our  Heavenly  Father 
came  down  and  showed  us  the  way  to  break  aut.  So 
we  put  our  wives  and  children  in  the  middle,  and  not 
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only  forced  a  passage,  but  completely  beat  our  enemies." 
After  a  short  pause  he  added — "  If  it  be  the  will  of 
God  that  our  Prince  of  Peace  shall  be  the  Sovereign 
of  China,  he  will  be  the  Sovereign  of  China;  if  not, 
then  we  will  die  here."  Naukiri  was  occupied  by  the 
insurgents,  and  well  defended.  The  rebels  were  await- 
ing reinforcements  from  the  south  before  marching  on 
to  Pekin.  While  returning  from  Nankin,  Sir  George's 
ship,  the  Hermes,  was  by  mistake  fired  on  from  a  fort. 
In  all  other  respects  these  "  Christians"  treat  foreigners 
with  great  friendliness.  Mr.  Interpreter  Meadows 
met  with  no  abuse  in  a  ride  of  ten  miles  through  the 
midst  of  the  rebels  at  Nankin.  They  are  described 
as.  regarding  "  foreign  brethren"  with  a  frank  friend- 
liness difficult  to  comprehend  in  a  Chinese;  and  in 
their  army  moral  duties  are  strictly  enforced. 


Advices  from  IJavannah  state  that  large  numbers  of 
slaves  still  continued  to  be  landed  on  the  island  of 
Cuba.  The  number  of  slaves  imported  during  the 
present  year  were,  in  January,  6-tO  ;  February,  803 ; 
March,  1820;  April,  997 ;  May,  2007;  and  June  (in 
fourteen  days),  2732.  The  famous  slaver.  Lady  Suffolk, 
had  arrived  and  landed  1160  slaves  on  the  south  coast. 
She  sailed  from  Africa  with  upsvards  of  1300  on  board, 
hut  the  vessel  was  so  crowded  that  they  were  glad  to 
throw  the  sickly  and  dead  overboard.  Upwards  of  100 
more  died  while  marching  from  the  place  of  disem- 
barkation to  Julian  Zulieta's  estate.  Advices  from 
Nassau,  N.P.,  to  the  28th  of  May,  state  that  a  slaver 
had  been  captured  a  few  days  previous  near  Key  Sal  by 
one  of  her  Majesty's  vessels.  A  Spanish  slaver  had 
landed  a  cargo  of  600  slaves  near  Matanzas. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  LITEEATUEE  AND  AET. 


At  ordinary  times  this  would  be  the  most  active 
period  of  the  publishing  year,  but,  though  a  few  im- 
portant books  have  appeared  during  the  past  month, 
there  has  been  no  material  interruption  to  the  dulness 
60  long  prevalent  in  Paternoster  Row  and  elsewhere. 
Indeed,  the  actual  number  of  books  issued  has  been 
scantier  than  ever. 

Mr.  Forsyth  has  at  last  given  to  the  world,  in  three 
large  octavos,  that  History  of  the  Captivity  of  Napoleon 
at  St.  Helena  which  has  been  for  so  many  years  an- 
nounced as  in  preparation  from  the  papers  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  and  of  which  the  principal  (if  not  the  sole)  object 
is,  to  clear  the  English  Governor  from  undeserved  abuse 
heaped  upon  him  by  friends  and  advocates  of  his 
world-famous  captive.  The  defence  comes  somewhat 
late  in  the  day,  but  if  it  does  not  entirely  clear  the 
reputation  of  Sir  Hudson,  it  very  convincingly  exposes 
the  worthlessness  of  his  chief  assailant.  In  three 
smaller  volumes  Mr.  Tom  Taylor  has  compiled  and 
edited,  with  great  care  and  tact,  from  a  large  autobio- 
graphical mass  of  papers,  letters,  and  journals  left 
behind  him  by  the  unfortunate  painter,  a  Life  of 
Benjamin  Robert  Haydon.  Professor  Browne  of  King's 
College  has  published,  in  a  companion  volume  to  his 
sketches  of  Greek  authors,  a  History  of  Roman 
Classical  Literature.  Mr.  ]3ankes,  the  member  for 
Dorsetshire,  has  written  a  Story  of  Corf e  Castle  and  of 
Many  who  have  lived  there.  The  daughter  of  the  good 
Doctor  Henry  Bathurst  has  published  a  life  and  some 
letters  of  her  father  in  one  very  unpretending  but  very 
interesting  volume,  entitled  Memoirs  and  Corre- 
spondence of  Dr.  Bathurst,  Lord  Bishop  of  Norioich, 
by  Mrs.  Thisllethicayte.  Another  lady's  biography, 
more  ambitious  in  manner  and  less  interesting  in  matter, 
but  at  least  of  reasonable  length,  claims  mention,  as  the 
Life  and  Times  of  Madame  de  Stael,  by  Maria  Norris. 
Dr.  Madden  has  written  a  new  Life  of  Savonarola, 
and  Lord  John  Russell  has  given  us  a  fourth  edition  of 
his  admirable  Life  of  William  Lord  Russell,  in  one 
compact  and  elegant  volume,  with  a  new  letter  from 
theBarillon  correspondence;  those  Paris  archives  which 
were  so  resolutely  closed  to  the  noble  biographer  so 
long  as  the  old  Bourbon  dynasty  kept  the  throne, 
having  been  opened  to  him  after  the  accession  of  Louis 
Philippe. 

A  good  translation  has  appeared  of  the  recent  and 
very  valuable  Narrative  of  a  Journey  round  the  Dead 
Sea  and  in  the  Bible  Lands,  by  M.  de  Saulcy  of  the 
French  Academy,  who  settles  several  disputed  points  in 
the  localities  of  New  Testament  history.  A  very  inte- 
resting selection  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Kaye  from  the 
papers  of  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  to  which  he  gives 
the  title  of  Memorials  of  hidian  Government.  "A 
lady"  has  published  her  Adventures  in  Tartary, 
Thibet,  China,  and  Kashmir  ;  and  "  a  gentleman  "  has 
published  his  Adventures  in  Search  of  the  Church  of 
England.  A  Railway  ReaOer  has  put  together  a  some- 
what useful  Comi^anion  to  the  Railway  Edition  of  Lord 
Campbell's  Life  of  Bacon,  pointing  out  its  e.xtraordi- 
nary  errors ;  and  with  a  repetition  of  his  former  title  of 


Meliora ;  or,  Better  Times  to  Come,  Lord  Ingestre  has 
collected  asecond  series  of  paperson  subjects  of  social  and 
sanitary  reform.  Lieutenant  Hooper  has  described  the 
incidents  of  a  very  striking  Arctic  boat  expedition  in 
search  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  under  the  title  of  Ten 
Months  among  the  Tents  of  the  Tuski.  Mr.  Lockhart 
has  contributed  to  Mr.  Murray's  Railway  Reading  a 
new  edition  of  his  admirable  Ancient  Spanish  Ballads, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Fergusson  contributes  to  Messrs. 
Longman's  Railway  Library  a  lively  little  tract  of 
travel  on  Swiss  Men  and  Swiss  Mountains.  An  enthu- 
siast in  family  and  national  lore  has  undertaken  to 
prove  the  Itoyal  Descent  of  Nelson  and  Wellington 
from  Edward  the  First.  An  unauthorised  edition  of 
Macaulay's  Speeches  has  appeared  in  two  octavo  volumes. 
Mr.  James  Augustus  St.  John  has  expounded  what 
he  holds  to  be  the  true  philosophy  of  travel,  in  a 
series  of  impressions  derived  from  experiences  in  Italy, 
Greece,  and  Egypt,  or,  as  he  calls  it.  There  and  Back 
again  in  Search  of  Beauty.  His  son,  Mr.  Bayle  St. 
John,  has  offered  his  solution  of  the  Eastern  question, 
in  a  descriptive  disquisition  on  27(6  Turks  in  Europe, 
of  which  the  object  is  to  show  that  they  must  shortly 
yield  and  make  room  for  a  new  Greek  empire  ;  and 
the  Rev.  G.  S.  Faber  has  more  decisively  settled  the 
matter  by  adducing  what  he  holds  to  be  the  infallible 
authority  of  Scripture  for  The  Downfall  of  Turkey  and 
the  Reticrn  of  the  Ten  Tribes.  Lady  Louisa  Tennyson 
has  published  in  a  handsome  volume  her  experiences 
of  travel  in  Castile  and  Andalucia,  very  charmingly 
illustrated  with  drawings  in  tinted  lithography.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  has  translated  Six  Dramas  of  Calderon ; 
Mr.  Charles  Macfarlane  describes  the  Campat  Chobham  ; 
Mr.  Csink  has  compiled  a  Complete  Practical  Grammar 
of  the  Hungarian  Language,  to  which  he  prefixes  an 
intelligent '  historical  sketch  of  Hunyarian  literature; 
and  Mr.  Ruskin  has  treated  of  w'hat  he  calls  the 
"  sea-stories  "  of  Venetian  history  and  architecture,  in 
a  second  volume  of  his  Stones  of  I'enice. 

A  mention  of  the  most  recent  works  of  fiction  will 
complete  our  sketch  of  the  leading  publications  of  the 

past    month.       The    mysterious    "  Lord    B "    has 

written  another  social  romance  on  the  very  fertile 
theme  of  Wealth  and  Labour.  Mr.  Felgate  has  trans-_ 
lated  the  Marquis  d'Azeglio's  novel  of  the  Maid  of 
Florence.  A  niece  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington  has 
written  Lady  Marion,  or  a  Sister's  Son.  From  Mr.  D. 
T.  Coulton  we  receive  Fortune,  a  Romance  of  Life. 
To  "  a  distinguished  writer"  we  are  indebted  for  Charles 
Delmer,  a  Story  of  the  Day.  The  author  of  Rocking- 
ham gives  us  another  "  story  of  modern  times"  under 
that  very  ominous  title  of  ancient  times,  Electra.  Mr. 
Tidbot  Gwynne  has  published  a  third  of  his  single- 
volume  romances,  calling  it  The  Life  and  Death 
of  Silas  Barnstarke.  And  (most  welcome  of  our 
announcements)  Mr.  George  Cruikshank  has  commenced, 
with  a  delightfully  illustrated  shilling  edition  oi  Hop 
o'  my  Thumb  and  the  Seven  League  Boots,  a  new  and 
complete  F.*.ihy  Library  which  is  to  profit  by  the  best 
exertions  both  of  his  pen  and  his  pencil. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Eulliou  in  Bank  of  England  on  16th  inst.,  £lS,023,3iS. 

LATEST  LONDON    PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bai-s,  per  oz.  5  li-4 

Do.,  dust,  ,,         3  16    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       ,,      4    llj 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris OSS  prem. 

Hamburgh   1'05     „ 


I  Nevf  York 0-12  disct. 


STOCKS. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  .and  a  Quarter  per  Cents.  . . 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  18G0 

Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June 

India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

99 

995 

lO'Ji 

229i 

97i 
98.^ 
lOOi 

228 

5.«.  pm. 

2.?.  dt. 

32«,pm. 

21s,  pm. 

Latest. 


9Si 
99i 
101 1 
','  • 

•'XTi 

228-9 
3.<!.  pm. 
2Ss.pm. 


Receipts 

Paid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
Jan.  1. 

100 

Brighton  &  S.  Co.ist 

105 

103i 

1044-5i 

299,410 

all 

BLackwall     

9 

8i 

8|-9i 

34,283 

100 

Caledonian  

6Si 

66J 

69 

262,406 

all 

Eastern  Counties  . . 

13i 

12  J 

13i 

449,476 

100 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 

i'l 

70i 

72-4 

111,117 

Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

113i 

108 

110-11 

134,232 

Great  Northern 

S7i 

844 

87i 

416,188 

100 

Groat  Western    

905 

871 

904-i 

550,342 

100 

Lancash.  &  Ynrksh. 

78i 

70i 

78i 

51.3,528 

100 

London  &  N.  Westn. 

llOi 

1131 

116i 

1,256,109 

100 

Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

90i 

8S| 

904 

324,891 

ino 

Midland    

72i 

69J 

72J: 

059,405 

100 

South- East.  &  Dover 

73i 

69i 

73i 

421,545 

100 

York,  Newc. ,  &  Ber. 

70 

67i 

69-70  ) 
60-1  i" 

665,449 

100 

York  &  N.  Midland 

61 

m 

FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  101? 
Chilian  0  per  cent.,  1044-5i 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  1034 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  97 J 
French  3  per  cent., 
French  4  per  cent., 
French  44  per  cent.,  102f.  50c. 
Mexicvn  3  per  cent.,  27 
Peruvian  3  p.  c.  defd.,  58  to  60. 
Portuguese  4  per  cent..  43| 
Ru.ssian  5  per  cent.,  117 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  474 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  95|-0i 


Railways. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  I4  to  2 
East  Belgian  Junct.  ltol4 
Luxembourg,  74  to  | 
Northern  of  France,  354 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  8  to  94 
P.aris  and  Orleans,  44  to  46 
Paris  and  Lyons,  17  to  174 
Paris  and  Rouen,  43  to  45 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  374 
South  of  France,  5  to  6 
West  Flanders,  4i  to  4J 
West  of  Fnanee,  9}  to  93 
Rouen  and  Havre,  194  to  20 


COLONIAL  SUARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Austr.al.asian    par. 

Australian 3 

Do.  Cordillera par. 

Do.  Freehold g  dis. 

Brit.  Australian    i  dis. 

Colonial  Gold 1  to  U  ,, 

Lake  Bathurst i  dis. 

Port  Philip    par. 

South  Australian   par. 

Railways. 

East  Indian     . .  5  to  54  prem. 

Upper  India 4  >> 

Ind.  Pcninsula.il  to  2|  ,, 

Madras 2  to  2i  „ 

Qiiub.  aud  Rich- 
mond      i  „ 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Banks. 

Austr.il.a,si.au    81 3  to  84 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  S  ])ra. 
Ind.  Aust.  .and  China  1  pm. 
London  Aust.  aud  India  par. 
London  Chart,  of  Aust.  3  pm. 

South  Australian 47 

Union  of  Australia  79  to  SO 


Steam  Companies. 

Australia  Direct 

Australian  Royal  Mail..  3  pm. 

Eastern  Steam     11 

General  Screw  St.  Ship     . .    13 
Peuius.  &  Orient.   St.  Nav.  77 


Week 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Bye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

ending- 

s.      d. 

s.     d. 

J.      d. 

S.      d. 

S.      d. 

s.      d. 

June  IS 

45       0 

29       1 

18     11 

30     11 

38     11 

34       6 

—  25 

46     11 

29      3 

20       1 

32       8 

39       5 

34      9 

July  2 

47       3 

29     10 

20       6 

32       6 

40       1 

35     10 

-     9 

47       8 

29       2 

20       6 

35     11 

40       8 

35       0 

—  10 

49       8 

28     11 

20     11 

34     10 

40       5 

36       8 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


s.        s. 

54  to  00 
30  —  32 

22  —  24 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agiicultural.  35-7 
Van  Dicnicn's  Land,   16-7 
Sotith    Australian  Land,  40-1 


North  Brtish  AuKtrali.an.|pm, 

Peel  Rivier  L.and 11  „ 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest  ..  2i  ,, 


42  —  45 


s. 

d.    s.  d. 

4 

0to4  8 

4 

0  —  5  0 

4 

2  —  5  0 

3 

4  —  4  0 

1 

2  —  1     5 

1 

4  —  1     6 

3 

5  —  5     0 

1 

5  —  2     6 

0 

9  —  1     9 

1 

2  —  2     1 

M.alt,  Pale,        per  qr. 
Jlaltmg  Barley     „ 
Oats,  best,  ,, 

Flour^ 

Town  made,  persk 

Country    household  34  —  37 

American,  per  baii.  23  —  28 
Indi.an  Corn,  per  <p-.  31  —  33 
Cattle — 

Beasts,     per  st. 

Calves    . .     ,, 

Sheep....     ,, 

Pigs    ,, 

Wool,  per  lb. — 

South    Downs 

Kentish  fleeces 

German  Elect. 

Australian. . . . 

Cape    

Spanish 1 

Metals. 
Copper,  Cakes,  p.  ton  107/.  10.'. 

Iron,  Pigs,  4i.  ;  Rai:s,  HI.  lOa. 

to    SI.  15s.       Lead,     English 

Pig,     23;.       Steil,     Swedish 

Keg,     17(.     to     201.        Till, 

English  block,  111;.;  Banca, 

109(.  ;    Sjielter,     2Si.  ;    Zinc, 

29i. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt. — Iri.sh,  67s. 

American,  54s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  81b., 

4s.  to 4,'!.  Sd.;  Irish  India,  per 

tr.,   145s.  ;   Hambro',  145s.  ; 

American,  130s.  to  145s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

11((.  to  Is.  1''.  ;  Dorset,  per 

cwt.,  94s.  to  106,?.;  Irish,  S4s. 

to  92s.  ;  Dutch,  94s.  to  98s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,    per   cwt., 

56s.   to   75s.  ;    Dutch,    56s.  ; 

Wiltshire,  52s.  to  70s. 
Hams — York,    75s.    to    84.!.  ; 

Irish,    66s.    to   74s.  ;     West- 
phalia, 00s.  to  70s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,    per 

8  lb.,  4s.  2d.  to  5s. 
Potatoes,   per  ton,    130s.    to 

ISOs. 
Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  id.  to  4s. 
Veal,  45.  to  5s. 


per  load 


I. 


s.      I.  t. 

5  to  5  15 

0  —  6     0 

10  —  1  13 


;  Sussex, 

4.?.  —  5s.  ; 
Chicks, 


Hay. . 

Clover 

Straw 

Guano,  Peruv.,p.  ton,  9^.  to  121. 

Linseed  cake,  pr.  tn.,8Lto8(.5s. 

R.ape  cake,  ditto,  5(.  to  5!.  5s. 

Bones,  ditto,  4i.  4s. 

Hops. — Kents,  160s. 
112s.  to  120s. 

Poultry  —  Capons, 
Fowls,    4s.  —  6s. 
4s.6<i. — 5s.6<i.;  Ducks,  3s.6iJ.; 
Geese,  4s.  6d. — (is. ;  Turkeys, 
s.    (/. —  s.  ;  Pigeons,  Sd. 

H1DE.S,  &c.  —  Market,  96  1b., 
3id.—6hl.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
2jd. ;  do.,  C.alf-skin.s,  10  lb., 
5s.  6(/. ;  do. ,  Horse-hides,  63. ; 
Ox  and  Cow  homs,  per  123, 
21s.— 63s.  Rough  Tal.,  25s.  6rf. 
Oils. 

Gallipoli  per  ton,  67(. ;  Sperm, 
89(.  ;  Pale  Seal,  33;.  ;  Rape, 
3S;.  to  39/.  ;  Cocoa-nut,  o9(. 
to  41/. ;  Palm,  38/.  10s. ;  Lin- 
seed, 29/.  6s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Sheep, 
50s.  to  51/. 6s. ;  Russia,  51/.3s. 
to  51/.  6s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  S-'is- 
to  41s. ;   B.ahia,  26s.   to  27s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Cejdon  Na- 
tive, 4.5s.  61/.  to  47.'!.  ;  Do., 
Plantation,  60s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 74s.  to  82s.  ;  Jamaica, 
61s.  to  86s.  ;  Jav.a,  50s.  to 
54s.  Costa  Rica,  53s.  to  7Ss. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina  (duty 
paid),  24s.  6t/. ;  Bengal,  lis.  to 
12.?.  6rf. ;  Patn.a.lSs.  to  ISs. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  3Ss.  ;  Mauritius,  35s. 
to  42s  ;  Bengal,  37s.  to  40.?. ; 
Madras,  30s.  to  34s. ;  Ha- 
vannah,  2Ss.  to  31s. 

Do.,  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  46s.  to  49s. ;  Bastards, 
27s.  to  35s.  ad. ;  Ciaished, 
31,<. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  1.?.  lOrf.)— 
C'ougou,  ll.id.  to  113(/. ;  Sou- 
cliong,  l.'!.2f/.  to  1.'.  7d.  ;Hy- 
sou,  ls.4(/.  to  3s.  6d.;  Assam, 
l,?.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1853. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
Slates. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  May  31.... 
J  une  

29,480 
4,665 

15,072 
5,417 

101,040 
19,745 

740 
223 

146,338 
30,050 

To 

34,145 

20,489 

120,785 

969 

176,388 

Current  Kates  or  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


From 

London. . 
Liverpool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 


Cabin. 


.£45  to  05 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 


Inter, 
mediate. 


£30  to  36 
20  —  ::o 
20  —  25 
20-30 


Steerage. 


£25  to  27  10 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14  —  10 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 
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Ix  the  House  of  Lords,  on  Thursday,  July  28,  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
Snccessioit  Duty  Bill. — The  Eurl  of  St.  Leonauds 
moved  a  series  of  amendments,  not,  however,  with  the 
intention  of  dividing  upon  them,  hut  that  the  objections 
ui'ged  by  the  opponents  of  the  measure  may  hereafter 
appear  on  the  journals  of  the  house.- — The  amendments 
wore  negatived  without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  read 
&  third  time  and  passed. 

Lord  BuouGii.VM  gave  notice  that  he  should  not  press 
the  Countij  Courts  Further  Extension  Bill  nor  the 
Equitable  Jurisdiction  Bill  this  session  ;  but  he  laid  on 
the  table  a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  Lair  of  Arbi- 
tration, which  he  trusted  would  receive  the  serious 
attention  of  government  before  the  ne.\t  session. — The 
Lord  Chancellor  promised  the  question  would  be 
attentively  considered  in  committee,  which  was  about  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  question. 

On  Friday,  July  29,  the  LoiiD  Chancellor,  in 
reply  to  a  question  from  Lord  St.  Leonards,  said  that  in 
the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days  a  commission  would  be 
issued  to  inquire  into  the  action  of  the  County  Courts, 
and  also  of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy. 

The  Earl  of  Aeerd'een  stated  that  it  would  he  im- 
possible to  proceed  with  the  Education  Bill  during  tlie 
present  session. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch, 
relative  to  the  Sdioolmasters  in  Scotland,  the  Earl  of 
Aberdee.v  stated  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
introduce  a  bill  for  the  purposeof  securing  their  stipends 
for  the  year,  when  no  doubt  existed  of  their  right  to 
them.  JDuring  the  next  session  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
eil'ect  a  change  in  their  position,  by  connecting  the  ques- 
tion with  the  general  measure  for  education  which 
government  were  now  obliged  to  postpone. 

On  Monday,  August  1,  the  Case  of  the  Baron  de  Bode 
was  once  more  brought  before  the  house  by  Lord  Ly.n'D- 
llURST.  So  far  as  the  facts  were  concerned,  he  con- 
tented himself  with  the  Iniefest  reference  ;  his  argument 
was,  that,  by  agreeing  to  the  select  committee  on  the 
subjec'',  and  receiving  the  unanimous  report  of  tliat 
committee,  the  house  was  pledged  to  take  some  further 
step  ;  the  facts  of  the  case  remain  uncontested  by  govern- 
ment, the  obstruction  of  justice  having  been  eflected 
entirely  by  technicalities.  He  dwelt  somewhat  on  the 
question  whether  the  original  claimant  was  a  British 
subject ;  and  cited  the  authority  of  Sir  Samuel  llomilly, 
who  gave  a  decided  opinion  in  the  affirmative.  Lord 
Lyndhurst  showed  that  the  surplus  fund  had  been  dis- 
posed of  to  pay  2.50,000/.  of  claims  not  belonging  to  the 
original  category,  to  which  the  Baron's  diil  belong ;  and 
of  that  surplus  there  remains  a  balance  of  68,000/.  which 
has  not  been  accounted  for  to  this  day.  It  would  not  be 
honest  to  meet  the  claim  either  hy  the  Statute  of  Limita- 
tions or  by  the  plea  that  we  had  appropriated  the  money 
to  our  own  use. — The  Lord  Chancellor  recited  his 
version  of  the  facts,  and  disputed  the  conclusions  of  Lord 
Lyndhurst  in  toto.  He  denied  that  the  Baron  de  Bode 
was  more  than  legally  a  British  subject;  he  was  so 
because  he  was  born  in  England  ;  but  he  lived  in  Alsace, 
where  his  father  had  purchased  property,  and  he  could 
not  speak  a  word  of  English.  The  claim  of  the  Baron 
de  Bode  had  been  made  and  adjudicated;  the  French 
government  had  left  us  to  decide  such  demands  among 
ourselves ;  the  disposition  of  the  surplus  had  been  pro- 


vided for  by  act  of  Parliament ;  the  act  had  been 
fulfilled,  and  the  case  could  not  be  reopened.  In  passing. 
Lord  Cranworth  cited  the  opinion  of  Lord  Stowell  when 
giving  the  judgment  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  appeal 
— that  "  the  complainant  had  completely  failed  in  regard 
to  proving  the  ownership  of  the  property."  With 
regard  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury  in  1844,  Lord  Cranworth 
"  doubted  much  the  competency  of  the  jury,  or  any 
jury  in  1814,  finding  a  verdict  on  the  facts  which  occurred 
in  1791."  The  claim  was  not  alone  in  its  rejection  ; 
many  others  also  were  disallowed;  and  Lord  Cranworth 
deprecated  the  unprecedented  course  of  an  address  from 
that  house  to  recommend  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  the  government  a  claim  which  would  now  amount  to 
about  1,500,000/.  sterling,  and  to  pay  which  an  act  of 
Parliament  would  have  to  be  passed  to  charge  the 
same  to  the  consolidated  fund. — Lord  Truro  strongly 
supported  the  motion.  He  recalled  the  fact,  that  the 
Baron  had  never  shifted  his  ground,  as  his  opponents 
had  shifted  theirs;  but  had  always  brought  it  forward 
on  the  same  ground.  He  showed  that  other  claims  had 
been  paid  out  of  the  fund,  which  had  no  such  foundation 
in  law  or  justice  ;  that  the  misappropriation  of  the  fund 
was  a  breach  of  faitli  towards  the  French  government; 
and  that  to  reject  the  claim  now  would  be  a  disgrace 
both  to  the  house  and  to  the  countr)-. — The  Earl  of 
Harrowiiy  observed,  that  the  only  ground  upon  which 
the  claim  had  originally  been  resisted  was  now  abandoned, 
and  the  lapse  of  time  was  almost  the  only  reason  assigned. 
He  thought  it  was  a  scandal  to  this  country,  and  honestly 
believed  that  it  was  the  amount  of  the  injustice  which 
prevented  it  from  being  remedied. — The  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen asked  what  I^ord  Lyndhurst  expected  to  result 
from  the  motion  ?  [Lord  Lyndhurst — "  It  rests  with 
the  noble  Earl  to  say  what  the  result  shall  be."]  He 
thought  it  was  not  competent  for  him  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  and  he  was  convinced  that  no  injustice'had  been 
committed  towards  the  Baron  de  Bode.  If  this  claim 
were  admitted,  not  a  single  rejected  claimant  but  might 
reopen  his  case.  The  select  committee  made  their 
report  in  June  last  year;  why  did  not  Lord  Lyndhurst 
press  this  claim  upon  Lord  Derby  while  he  was  at  the 
head  of  the  government,  as  that  nobleman  had  expressed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  an  opinion  favourable  to  the 
Baron's  claim  ?  There  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
asking  the  present  government  to  reverse  the  decision 
which  all  preceding  governments  have  come  to  upon  a 
case  decided  by  competent  tribunals. — In  reply  to  a 
remark  from  Lord  Lyndhurst  acro.ss  the  table.  Lord 
Aberdeen  said,  he  might  have  yielded  if  it  were  a  case 
in  which  he  had  any  discretion  to  show  mercy  ;  but  he 
feared  in  cases  of  this  kind  justice  must  precede  mercj'. 
— The  Lord  Chancellor  inquired  whether  a  divisi(m 
would  be  called  for?— Lord  Lyndhurst — "Yes;  I  will 
divide,  if  I  stand  alone."- — A  division  took  place,  and 
the  motion  was  negatived  by  IG  to  6. 

On  Tuesday,  August  2,  in  answer  to  questions  by  the 
Marquisof  Clanricarde  respecting  the  Turkish  Ques- 
tion, the  Earl  of  Clarendon  said  that  government  had 
received  from  our  ambassador  in  Constantinople  a 
despatch  stating  that  the  Russian  authorities  had 
signified  to  the  Hospodar  of  Moldavia  that  his  relations 
with  the  Porte  were  to  cease,  and  that  the  tribute 
which  Moldavia  had  hitherto  transmitted  to  Constanti- 
nople was  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Russian 
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government.  The  same  authorities  had  apprised  the 
Ho^piidar  that  this  couise  was  not  taken  fur  the  juirpuse 
of  altering  the  existing  order  of  tilings,  hut  that  it  had 
been  deemed  necessary  that  tlie  sovereign  power  should 
be  temporarily  suspended  during  the  military  occupa- 
tion of  the  provinces.  His  lordship  said  that  he  was 
alsii  informed  that  a  similar  intimation  would  be  given 
to  the  Hospodarof  Wallachia,  but  such  a  course  had 
not  been  taken  up  to  the  2'2iid  of  July.  In  the  event  of 
such  intimation  being  given,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Sultan  to  order  the  Ho^podar  of  Wallachia  to  retire  from 
that  province  and  to  abandon  his  functions.  Under 
such  circumstances,  his  lordship  said  that  he  should 
consider  it  highly  improper  for  the  British  consuls  to 
Cimtinue  to  exercise  authority  in  those  provinces,  and  he 
ha  1  lost  no  time  in  communicating  such  opinion  to  Lord 
Stratford.  He  further  informed  tlieir  lordsliips  that  a 
messenger  would  leave  London  that  night  for  St  Peters- 
burg, with  instructions  to  Sir  Hamilton  Seymour  to 
demand  from  the  Russian  government  the  explanations 
to  which  her  Majesty's  government  were  entitled. 

Lord  ToKUlXGTON  presented  a  petition  from  merchants 
and  planters  in  Ceylon,  complaining  of  the  Treasury 
minute  which  permitted  the  Mixing  Chicory  with  Coffee. 
He  supported  the  prayer,  and  denounced  ihe  unwliole- 
some  mixture  forced  on  the  public. — The  Earl  of  Abek- 
DEBN  said  that  the  minute  had  been  rendered  necessary 
by  previous  abuses,  and  he  defended  the  mixture  in 
question  as  harmless,  and  as  generally  preferred.  Half 
thi-  Coffee  in  Europe  was,  he  said,  chicory;  but  as  the 
mixture  was  compelled  to  be  duly  described,  pure  coffee 
could  be  purchased  by  any  one  who  desired  it. 

On  Friday,  August  5,  the  second  reading  of  the 
GovenunenC  of  India  Bill  was  moved  by  Earl 
Granville,  who  took  a  review  of  the  discussi(ms  which 
had  previously  taken  place. — Lord  M.^LMEsnutiY  com- 
plained of  the  delays  in  the  preparation  of  a  measure 
which  had  at  length  been  thrust  upon  the  house  at  the 
close  of  a  session.  He  said  that  Lord  Derby  and  his 
friends  washed  their  hands  of  the  consequences  of  this 
measure,  which  they  left  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
ministry. — The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  defended  the  conduct 
of  members.  As  to  delay,  the  bill  could  hardly  have 
been  prepared  in  less  time  ;  and  there  were  important 
matters  which  nece.ssarily  preceded  it.  Instead  of  a 
slothful  session,  he  believed  public  business  had  never 
been  more  forward. — The  Earl  of  Ellenboruugh 
reminded  Lord  Malmesbury,  that  there  had  been  ani]ile 
opportunity  for  discussing  almost  every  question  con- 
nected with  India  in  that  house— Lord  EUeuborough 
himself,  as  he  hud  been  reminded  by  Lord  Granville, 
having  spoken  no  fewer  than  sixteen  times,  and  thus 
having  already  made  his  speech  on  the  bill  clause  by 
clause.  Lord  Malmesbury  was  not  justified  in  throwing 
off  Irom  himself  all  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to 
the  passing  of  this  measure.  Lord  Ellenborough 
Compendiously  described  the  system  which  the  bill 
establishes,  and  partly  renews,  as  containing  something 
good  and  something  bad.  "  But,  at  the  same  time,  I 
think  that  the  greatest  part  of  what  is  bad  is  not  new, 
and  that  what  is  new  is  not  bad."  Generally,  it  is  an 
improvement  on  the  present  system.  He  made  merry 
at  tlie  expense  of  the  self-mutilation  imposed  on  the 
Court  of  Directors,  and  objected  to  the  continuance  of 
the  Court  of  Proprietors  as  a  constituency.  What  would 
a  farmer  do  in  a  similar  case.  "  Would  he,  if  he  were 
in  his  senses,  continue  to  breed  from  a  stock  which 
always  gave  a  bad  breed  ?  Would  he,  if  he  were  asked 
to  sell  instead  of  lirecding,  retain  in  his  farmyard  the 
three  oldest,  most  diseased,  and  incapable  beasts  of  the 
lot,  such  as  ought  to  have  no  place  in  a  farmer's 
establishment,  and  which  certainly  should  have  no  place 
in  a  government  concern  ?  "  He  touched  on  the  pov.er 
of  the  Directors  to  recal  the  Governor-General.  "  The 
Bible  says,  'No  man  can  serve  two  masters';  but  the 
government  says  the  Governor-General  of  India  shall 
serve  two  masters,  and  that  too  without  the  condition 
which  is  said  in  the  Scriptures  to  attach  to  the  service 
of  line  of  them — namely,  that  of  despising  him."  He 
concluded  with  an  impressive  warning  lest  the  change 
should  gradually  sap  tlie  constitution  of  India,  and  act 
like  that  Indian  poison  which  gradually  wastes  away 
the  body,  but  never   betrays   its   presence  but  by  the 


slow  decay  of  every  faculty.  Several  Peers  bore  a 
part  in  the  remainderof  the  debate.  Lord  Monteagle 
took  up  an  Indian  Reform  position;  the  Duke  of 
Argyll  did  duty  in  defence  of  the  government ;  Lord 
Asli burton  supported  the  East  India  Company  ;  the 
Bishop  of  Oxford  treated  of  the  moral  aspects  of  the 
measure  ;  and  Lord  Wharncliff'e  looked  upon  it 
as  temporary.  Karl  Granville  replied,  and  the  bill 
was  read  a  second  time  without  a  division. 

The  Comhinalion  of  Workmen  Bill  was  withdrawn, 
on  the  motion  for  the  second  reading. — Lord  TRtrjao 
denied  that  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  law  ;  and  the  Loud  Ch.\ncel- 
lor  thought  the  bill  would  only  misle.id  the  working 
men. — Tlie  Earl  of  Hardwicke  said,  the  very  events 
of  the  time — the  frequent  strikes — showed  that  the 
bill  was  not  needed  ;  it  it  [las-ed,  masters  must  combine 
for  their  own  protection.  Under  these  circumstances, 
Lord  Kinnaird  withdrew  the  bill. 

On  Monday,  August  8,  ministers  were  again  questioned 
by  Lord  Clunricarde,  Lord  Malmesbury,  and  Lord 
Ellenborough,  respecting  the  Turkish  Question. — The 
Earl  of  Clarendo.x  said  iu  reply  that  he  could  not  give 
any  answer  materially  different  from  that  which  he 
had  given  five  days  ago.  He  agreed  in  all  that  had 
been  said  as  to  the  results  of  a  permanent  Russian 
occupation,  .but  he  had  no  official  information  ou 
the  subject.  He  was  not  prepared  to  deny  that  many 
acts  which  had  been  described  had  been  committed 
by  Russia,  but  he  had  only  the  same  sources  of  informa- 
tion as  Lord  Clanricarde,  and  it  was  impossible  for  the 
government  to  act  upon  rumour.  Negotiations  were 
tending  to  peaceful  results,  but  he  did  not  consider 
that  exciting  debates  in  either  house  of  parliament 
would  tend  to  that  issue.  Such  negotiations  had  taken 
the  character  all  must  desire,  namely,  a  European  cha- 
racter, and  all  the  powers  were  acting  together  to  check 
designs  which  they  considered  directed  against  the 
balance  of  power  or  the  territorial  distribution  which 
was  deemed  desirable.  He  hoped  not  to  be  pressed 
to  go  into  more  details,  but  he  would  say  that  nothing 
had  been  done  at  Vienna  without  the  consent  of 
France  and  England,  and  that  the  latter  powers  would 
consent  to  nothing  which  did  not  maintain  the  indepen- 
dence of  Turkey. — He  added,  that  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  at  once  thiit  he  regarded  immediate  and 
com|ilete  evacuation  of  the  principalities  as  the  sine 
qua  non  of  any  negotiations  whatever.  Government 
had  never  shrunk  from  discussion,  and  he  thought 
it  most  desiralile  that  the  country  should  know  every- 
thinsr.  Nothing  would  prevent  the  government  giving 
all  information,  except  the  reasons  which  had  hitherto 
availed — those  of  the  public  service. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  Bill.  A  number  of  amendments  were 
moved,  but  none  of  any  importance  was  carried,  e.\cept 
that  on  the  new  clause  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  relating  to  the  salt  monopoly. — Lord  Ellen- 
borough  strongly  condemned  this  novel  interference 
with  the  financial  system  of  India.  He  opposed  it 
on  principle,  but  also  believed  that  it  would  not  produce 
the  benefits  which  were  anticipated  to  the  importer. 
He  hoped  that  their  lordships  would  strike  the  clause 
out  of  the  bill.  India  ought  to  be  treated  as  a 
perfectly  independent  country  in  matters  of  finance. — 
Lord  Albemarle  cited  statistics  to  show  the  depriva- 
tion sustained  by  the  native  of  India  in  regard  to  salt, 
and  hoped  that  the  Indian  authorities  would  be 
instructed  by  the  home  government  to  alleviate  this 
state  of  things. — The  clause  was  struck  out  of  the  bill, 
which  then  passed  througli  committee. 

On  Tuesday,  August  9,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
moved  the  second  reading  on  the  Lundlord  and  Tenant 
(Ireland)  Bill,  the  Tenants  Improvements  Compensation 
(Ireland)  Bill,  and  the  Leasing  Towers  (Ireland)  Bill. 
His  grace  suggested  the  advisability  of  the  bills  being 
passed  through  that  stage,  in  order  to  their  lull 
discussion  in  committee. — The  Marquisof  Clanricarde 
thought  that  the  bills  hud  better  be  postponed  till 
next  session,  and  he  moved  that  they  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee.— The  Earl  of  Malmesbury 
wimld  not  object  to  go  into  committee  on  the  first  two 
bills,   which   had   been   under  the   hand  of  the  Irish 
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Attorney-General  of  the  late  government,  but  he 
resisted  the  third,  with  which  that  gentleman  had 
nothing  to  do. — The  Earl  of  Koden  and  Lord  St. 
Leonar<ls  objected  to  the  bills,  and  the  Earl  of  Wicklow 
advocated  tlie  going  into  committee  on  the  first  and 
third. — The  Earl  of  Abekdeen  absented  to  the  Marquis 
of  Clan)icarde's  siiggesti<m,  and  the  bills  were  read 
a  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

On  Friday,  August  12,  the  Earl  of  M.ylmesbuuy 
moved  for  copies  of  two  Russian  maniftstoes  published 
in  the  St.  Petersburg  Gazette,  and  of  any  answers  made 
to  them  by  our  goverjiment;  prefacing  this  motion 
with  a  speech  in  which  he  entered  at  great  length  into 
the  history  oC  the  Turkish  Question.  He  blamed 
the  government  for  not  having  sent  the  fleet  in  com- 
pany with  that  of  France,  when  the  former  was 
summoned  by  Colonel  Rose,  and  also  for  not  hafing 
advanced  step  by  step  with  Russia  and  given  instruction 
for  the  fleet  to  enter  the  Dardanelles  when  tlie  Russians 
crossed  the  Pruth.  He  repeated  his  previous  assertion, 
that  the  withholding  of  Lord  Clarendon's  answer  to 
Count  Nesselrode  had  created  suspicions  that  all  Avas 
not  right,  and  that  it  had  humiliated  England. — The 
Earl  of  Clarendon  replied  at  considerable  length. 
As  to  the  alleged  mistake  of  not  si-nding  the  fleet  from 
Malta  when  summoned  by  Colonel  Rose,  he  explained, 
that  Colonel  Rose  did  not  ask  Admiral  Dundas  to 
come  to  Constantinople,  but  suggested  that  the  usual 
summer  cruise  eastward  should  be  hastened  by  eight  or 
nine  days.  When  the  news  that  tlie  English  fleet 
had  been  sent  for  reached  Paris  by  telegraph,  the 
French  government,  without  consultation  with  ours, 
believing  the  danger  imminent,  ordered  the  French 
fleet  to  go  to  Salamis.  But  this  act  did  not  throw 
a  single  shade  of  difference  over  our  relations.  Toulon 
is  further  west  than  Malta:  it  was  felt  that  both  would 
be  more  handy  and  come  better  together  if  wanted 
at  Constantinople,  if  one  remained  at  Malta  and  the 
other  at  Salamis.  The  result  proved  this;  for  both 
arrived  at  Besika  Bay  within  a  few  hours  of  each  other. 
Lord  Clarendcjn  described  the  recent  steps  by  which 
the  negotiations  have  arrived  at  their  present  stage. 
After  the  occupation  of  the  principalities,  ati  offer 
of  Austrian  mediation  was  made  to  Turkey,  and  acted 
upon.  Austria  proposed  that  such  a  note  should  be 
furnished  as  she  might  send  to  St.  Petersburg,  and 
support  when  there.  Delay  arose  at  Constantinople  ; 
and  Austria,  foreseeing  its  great  dangers,  called  a  con- 
ference of  the  other  powers,  and  proposed  that  the  note 
originating  with  the  French  government  slightly  modi- 
fied, should  he  laid  before  the  E.nperor  and  the  Sultan 
as  a  means  of  settlement.  This  was  agreed  to  ;  and  on 
the  2nd  of  August  the  note  was  sent  to  St.  Petersbiirgh. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Russian  minister  at  Vienna 
had  transmitted  the  substance  of  the  note  to  his  court; 
on  the  3rd  a  telegraphic  message  stated  that  the  note 
met  the  Emperor's  views  ;  and  Lord  Clarendon  had 
just  heard  that  Count  Nesselrode  has  made  to  Sir 
Hamilton  Seymour  an  official  communication  that 
the  note  would  be  duly  accepted  by  the  Emperor. — Lord 
Beaumont,  the  Marquis  of  Clanricarde,  the  Earl  of 
Hardwicke,  and  the  Earl  of  Ellenborough  took  part 
in  the  conversation  which  ensued.— The  Earl  of 
Aberdee.v  remarked,  that  we  are  not  bound  by  any 
treaty  to  take  part  in  hostilities  in  support  of  the 
Turkish  empire;  yet  from  a  sense  of  our  own  national 
interests,  and  from  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  general 
interests  of  Europe  and  our  own  lionour,  we  are  bound 
to  support  the  integrity  of  that  empire:  and,  interested 
as  the  Grtat  Powers  are  in  the  preservation  of  its 
independence,  "so  long  as  it  can  be  upheld  by  foreign 
countenance  and  support,  nothing  will  be  sanctioned  by 
I  them  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  essential  interests  of 
!  that(  mpire." — Lord  Malmesbuuy  said  that,  as  govern- 
I  ment  thought  the  production  of  the  papers  would  be 
detrimental  to  tlie  public  service,  he  would  withdraw 
his  motion. 

On  Monday,  Aug.  15,  a  number  of  bills  were  for- 
warded a  stage. 

The  Hackney  Carriage  Duties  Bill  was  thrown 
out  on  the  second  reading,  on  the  motion  of  Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  who  said  that  the  Commons 
amendments    destroyed   the   principle   of    the   original 


measure.  His  lordship  added,  however,  that  another 
bill  wculd  be  introduced  the  ne.xt  day,  on  the  same 
sul>ject. 

The  Pilotage  Bill  passed  through  committee,  after 
an  attempt  to  exclude  Liverpool  from  the  operation  of 
the  10th  clause,  a  proviso  for  that  purpose  being  re- 
jected by  fourteen  to  six. 

The  Thames  Embankment  Bill,  Duties  on  Horses  let 
for  Hiie  Bill,  and  Dublin  Carriage  Bill  were  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  Universities  (Scotland)  Bj7^  passed  through  com- 
mittee, after  some  objections  from  the  opposition  side, 
and  explanations  from  Lord  Aberdeen  and  the  Duke 
of  Argyll  of  the  objects  of  the  bill,  which  were  not 
only  ineffective  and  unjust,  but  impossible  to  retain. 

The  Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland)  Bill  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  Tuesday,  August,  16,  the  Universities  (Scotland) 
Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  Smoke  Nuisance  Bill  passed  through  committee, 
and  was  repcjrted. 

On  Tllur^day,  August  18,  the  Hackney  Carriages 
Bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  LoKD  Cii.vNCELLOR  laid  on  the  table  the  report 
made  to  him  by  the  gentlemen  whom  he  had  appointed 
to  Consolidate  the  Statute  Law,  and  made  some  expla- 
natinns  on  the  subject. 

The  Commons  reasons  for  disagreeing  to  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  Lords  on  the  Turnjnke  Acts 
Continuance,  ^c,  Bill,  were  considered,  and  the 
auieiidments  were  confirmed,  after  a  motion  to  the  con- 
trary effect  by  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  which  was 
not  pressed. 

On  Friday,  August  19,  in  answer  to  a  question  from 
Lord  Brougham,  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  stated  that 
he  had  received  no  official  report  with  respect  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Consul-General  at  Cuba  in  departing 
from  the  stringent  measures  which  he  alleged  he  had 
adopted  for  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 

The  Hackney  Carriage  Duties  Bill  was  passed  through 
all  its  stages,  as  were  also  a  great  number  of  other  bills. 

On  Saturday,  August  20,  shortly  after  two  o'clock, 
the  Houses  of  Parliament  were  Prorogued  by  com- 
mission.    The  Queen's  speech  was  as  follows: 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — We  are  commanded  by 
her  Majesty  to  release  you  from  your  attendance  ia 
Parliament,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  her 
Majesty's  Cordial  approbation  of  the  zeal  and  assiduity 
with  which,  during  a  protracted  and  laborious  session, 
you  have  applied  yourselves  to  the  consideration  of 
many  sulijects  of  great  importance  to  the  public  welfare. 
Her  Majesty  has  seen  with  much  satisfaction  that,  by 
the  remission  and  reduction  of  taxes  which  tended  to 
cramp  the  operations  of  trade  and  industry,  you  have 
given  fresh  extension  to  a  system  of  beneficent  legisla- 
tion, and  have  largely  increased  the  means  of  obtaining 
the  necessaries  of  life.  The  provision  which  you  have 
made  for  meeting  the  demands  of  the  public  service, 
not  only  in  the  present  but  also  in  future  years,  is  of 
a  nature  to  give  permanent  stability  to  our  finances, 
and  thereby  to  aid  in  consolidating  the  strength  and 
resources  of  the  empire.  The  buoyant  state  of  the 
revenue,  and  the  steady  progress  of  our  foreign  trade, 
are  proofs  of  the  wisdom  of  the  commercial  policy 
now  firmly  established ;  wliile  the  prosperity  which 
pervades  the  great  trading  and  producing  classes,  happily 
without  even  a  partial  exception,  affords  continued  and 
increased  evidence  of  the  enlarged  comforts  of  the  people. 
'I'he  measure  which  you  have  passed  for  the  future 
government  of  India  has  been  readily  sanctioned  by  her 
Majesty,  in  the  persuasion  that  it  will  prove  to  have 
been  wisely  framed,  and  that  it  is  well  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  improvement  and  welfare  of  her  Majesty's 
eastern  dominions.  Her  Majesty  regards  with  peculiar 
satisfaction  the  provision  you  have  made  for  the  better 
administration  of  charitable  trusts.  The  obstacles  which 
existed  to  the  just  and  beneficial  use  of  property  set 
apart  for  the  purposes  of  charity  and  of  education,  have 
been  a  serious  public  evil,  to  which  her  Majesty  is  per- 
suaded that  in  your  wisdom  you  have  now  applied  an 
effi  lent  remedy. 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, — We  are 
commanded  by  her  Majesty  to  thank  you  for  the  supplies 
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which  you  have  granted  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  and  for  the  provision  which  you  have  made  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  hoth  hy  sea  and  land.  Her 
Majesty  will  apply  them  with  a  due  regard  to  economy, 
and  consistently  with  that  spirit  which  has  at  all  limes 
made  our  national  security  the  chief  object  of  licr  care. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, —  Her  Majesty  commands 
us  to  inform  you  that  she  continues  to  receive  from  her 
allies  the  assurance  of  their  unabated  de.<!ire  to  cultivate 
the  most  friendly  relations  with  this  country.  It  is  with 
deep  interest  and  concern  that  her  Majesty  has  viewed 
the  serious  misunderstanding  which  has  recently  ai-iscn 
between  Ru'isia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  Emperor 
of  the  French  has  united  with  her  .Majesty  in  earnest 
endeavours  to  reconcile  differences,  the  continuance  of 
which  might  involve  Europe  in  war.  Acting  in  concert 
with  her  allies,  and  relyinir  on  the  exertions  of  the  con- 
ference now  assembled  at  Vienna,  her  M.ajcsty  has  good 
reason  to  hope  that  an  honourable  arrangement  will 
speedily  be  accomplished. 

"  Her  Majesty  rejoices  in  being  able  to  announce  to 
you  the  termination  of  the  war  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
settlement  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  she  trusts  that 
the  establishment  of  representative  government  in  that 
colony,  may  lead  to  the  develojjment  of  its  resources,  and 
enable  it  to  make  provision  for  its  future  defence.  We 
are  also  commanded  to  congratulate  you,  that  bj'  the 
united  exertions  of  the  naval  and  military  forces  of  her 
Majesty  and  of  the  East  India  Company,  the  war  in 
Burmah  has  been  brought  to  an  honourable  and  suc- 
cessful issue.  The  objects  of  the  war  having  been  duly 
attained,  and  due  submission  made  by  the  Burmese 
government,  peace  has  been  proclaimed. 

"  Her  Majesty  contemplates  with  grateful  satisfaction 
and  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God,  the  tranquillity 
which  prevails  throughout  her  dominions  ;  together  with 
that  peaceful  industry  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  whieh 
ensure  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  her  subjects.  It  is  the 
first  desire  of  her  Majesty  to  promote  the  advance  of 
every  social  improvement,  and  with  the  aid  of  your 
wisdom,  still  further  to  extend  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  her  people." 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Wednesday,  July 
27,  Pir  R.  Inglis  drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  Strike  of  the  Cabmen. — Mr.  Walpole  said  that 
the  ground  of  complaint  was,  that  the  cabmen  were  not 
allowed  to  chai'ge  back  fares,  as  had  been  proposed  in 
committee  ;  and  he  wished  to  know  if  the  government 
were  prepared  to  amend  the  bill  in  that  respect. — Mr. 
FiTZROY  said  he  believed  the  charge  of  Qd.  a  mile  to  be 
fair  and  just ;  but  that  he  had  received  a  communication 
from  the  cab-drivers,  stating  that  they  had  been  greatly 
injured  by  the  abolition  of  back  fares.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  revert  to  the  old  system  of  back  fares;  but  as 
under  the  existing  act  cab-drivers  were  liable  to  be 
imposed  on,  he  proposed  to  provide  by  means  of  a  bill  or 
a  new  clause,  that  when  a  cab  was  taken  beyond  a 
certain  radius,  the  driver  should  be  entitled  to  some 
additional  fare — the  amount  of  which  was  to  be  settled 
by  the  house  ;  also  that  the  driver  should  not  be  com- 
pelled to  go  beyond  a  distance  of  five  miles. — In  answer 
to  Mr.  B.  Denison,  Mr.  FiTziiOY  said  that  he  should  be 
happy  to  communicate  with  the  cab-proprietors  on  the 
subject,  if  he  knew  how  to  do  so. 

On  Thursday,  July  28,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  South  Sea  Annuities  Dissentients  Bill. — The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  three  resolu- 
tions, the  first  of  which  was  to  provide  out  of  the  conso- 
lidated fund  for  paying  oft'  such  holders  of  South  Sea 
annuities.  Bank  annuities  of  1726,  and  three  per  cent. 
annuities  of  1751,  as  should  not  have  signified  their 
willingness  to  commute  under  the  act  of  the  present 
session,  c.  23.  The  second  was  to  enable  the  South  Sea 
Company  to  commute  certain  shares,  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  Cliancery  and  Bankruptcy  officials,  and 
others,  and  to  convert  them  into  other  stock,  under  the 
said  act.  And  the  third  resolution  was  to  enable  the 
South  Sea  Company  to  commute  any  part  of  the  annuity, 
or  interest  payalde  in  respect  of  such  further  amount  of 
their  capital,  as  might  be  authorised  by  jiarliament  to  be 
invested  as  a  guarantee-fund  for  the  adniinistratiim  of 
private   trusts,   should  parliament    authorise    them   to 


undertake  such  administration. — Mr.  Disraeli  re- 
marked upon  the  real  importance  of  these  apparently 
limited  resolutions,  and  stated  that  as  the  government 
proposition  with  regard  to  the  greater  part  of  the  funds 
had  failed,  he  objected  to  the  introduction  of  new  plans. 
He  also  objected  to  the  proposals  as  entrusting  the 
ministry  with  an  unusual  power;  and  he  thought  it 
unwise,  at  the  end  of  a  session,  to  pitch  up  a  scheme  for 
new  speculation. — The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheuueb  announced 
that,  for  the  convoJiienco  of  the  committee,  he  would 
not  resume  the  discussion  that  night. 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  made  inquiry  into  the  Case  of 
Samuel  James,  a  culprit  Avho,  at  tile  Middlesex  Sessions 
hurled  a  missile  at  the  head  of  the  Assist^int- Judge,  and 
in  consequence  had  his  sentence  of  ten  years'  transpor- 
tation increased  to  fifteen. — Lord  Palmeuston  defended 
the  i>ropriely  of  the  increased  s  -ntence,  declaring  that, 
if  our  judges  were  not  to  be  protected,  we  had  better 
abolish  our  entire  judicial  system,  and  let  every  man  go 
armed  for  his  own  defence  ag;iinst  ruffianism.  He  would 
not,  as  Home  Secretary,  remit  a  single  day  of  tlie  sen- 
tence in  question. 

The  Government  of  India  Bill,  as  amended,  came  on 
for  consideration. — Sir  J.  Pakington  moved  the 
insertion  of  a  clause  for  putting  an  end  to  the  manu- 
facture of  salt  by  the  East  India  Company,  from  and 
after  the  1st  of  May,  1856,  after  which  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  that  article  should  be  absolutely  free.  He 
stated  that  it  had  become  the  duty  of  parliament  to  put 
an  end  to  this  obnoxious  monopoly,  which  prevented  the 
operation  of  the  usual  rules  of  supply  and  demand.  The 
Indian  authorities  were  not  to  be  trusted  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  remedy  must  be  aflbrded  by  the  British 
parliament.  The  company  charged  what  they  pleased 
for  salt,  and  imposed  a  uniform  duty  of  300  or  400  per 
cent.  The  sterling  price  of  the  salt  was  8/.  6s.  jier 
English  ton,  which  by  various  impositions  rose  to  25/. 
per  ton  before  it  reached  the  consumer,  and  was  then 
adulterated  at  the  rate  of  from  25  to  30  per  cent.,  with 
sand,  dirt,  and  ashes.  Salt,  which  was  supplied  in 
Worcestershire  at  10s.  per  ton,  was  charged  1.100  per 
cent,  at  Calcutta,  and  the  peasant  bought  it  at  50  times 
the  English  jirice.  In  England  the  average  consumption 
of  salt  was  iVom  21  lb.  to  55  lb.  a  year ;  in'  America, 
27  lb.;  in  Russia,  23  lb.;  in  Austria,  20  lb.;  in 
Prussia,  18  lb, ;  in  France  and  Belgium,  21  lb.  ;  and 
this  was  real  salt ;  whilf;  in  India,  where  the  vei,'etable 
diet  of  the  natives  made  salt  far  more  indispensable,  the 
consumption,  even  of  this  mixture  of  sand,  dirt,  and 
ashes,  was  but  12  lb.  It  took  two  months  of  the 
peasant's  labour  to  purchase  this.  Sir  J.  P  dvington 
then  went  into  painful  details  to  shoAV  the  sull'erings  of 
the  natives  in  consequence  of  this  state  of  things.  Ho 
also  showed  how  it  iuterfered,  with  what  might  be  the 
prosperous  fisheries  of  India.  The  committee  of  1836, 
of  which  the  present  Sir  James  Hogg  had  been  a  mem- 
ber, had  emphatically  pronounced  for  the  extinction  of 
the  monopoly.  Sir  J.  Pakington  then  said,  there  was 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  relax  it,  but 
tliey  were  straining  every  nerve  to  renew  it.  He  hoped 
he  should  not  appeal  in  vain  to  the  followers  of  Sir  R. 
Peel  on  the  free-trade  question.  He  would  not  treat 
tliis  as  a  question  of  money.  The  company  was  not 
justified  in  the  sight  of  God  or  man  in  retaining  this 
duty  on  the  food  of  the  people,  and  he  demanded  its  repeal 
in  the  name  of  the  people  of  India.- — Sir  C.  Wood  said, 
that  the  hon.  baronet  had  better  have  demanded  it  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  Droitwich,  and  remarked  on 
Sir  J.  Pakington's  indignation  ai;ainst  taxing  the  food 
of  the  people  of  India,  he  having  all  along  contended 
for  a  tax  on  corn  and  other  articles  of  food  at  home.  Sir 
John  wished  to  have  a  monopoly  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturers  in  this  country — a  monopoly  with  which 
the  present  arrangement  certainly  interfered.  There 
had  been  a  monopoly  in  India  in  former  times  ;  but  the 
recommendations  of  1836  had  been  fairly  carried  out. 
There  was  no  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  salt  as  far  as  the 
consumer  was  concerned.  There  were  five  different 
competing  supplies  of  the  article,  all  exposed  to  an  equal 
duty.  There  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  jieoplo 
of  India  complained  of  the  want  of  salt.  The  salt  sold 
by  the  government  was  pure,  the  Bengal  rather  less  so 
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than  the  imported,  and  any  adulteration  took  place  after 
it  had  left  the  government  warehouses.  Thousands  of 
people  had  been  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the 
importation  of  salt  from  England.  1'he  company  liad 
within  the  last  seven  years  reduced  the  duty  25  per  cent. 
The  general  tenovir  of  tlie  evidence  before  the  committee 
was,  that  the  duty  was  not  a  grievance;  the  duty  pro- 
duced about  1,500,000^.  The  principle  of  tlie  house  liad 
been  of  late  years  to  remit  small  taxes  at  home,  and  to 
rest  the  revenue  on  a  few  large  ones.  India  was  before 
us  in  this  respect,  and  the  salt  duty  was  the  only  Indian 
tax  on  a  consumable  article  ;  consequently  the  consumer 
was  the  better  able  to  pay  this  one  tax  of  9f/.  per  head 
per  annum.  He  urged  that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the 
Indian  government  to  decide  the  best  means  in  which 
they  couhl  collect  the  revenue  of  the  country,  and  we 
ought  nut  to  legislate  for  Englisli  interest  against  those 
of  the  people  of  India. — Mr.  J.  G.  PHiLLiMOREdenounced 
the  conduct  of  the  company  on  this  question,  and  urged 
the  government,  even  if  deaf  to  the  cries  of  India,  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  our  own  manufacturers. — Sir  J. 
Hogg  admitted  that  there  was  just  ground  of  complaint 
prior  to  1836,  before  which  tlie  company  had  a  monopoly 
both  of  production  and  of  sale,  by  which  foreign  salt  was 
practically  excluded.  He  contended  that,  under  the 
circumstances  of  tlie  native,  the  twelve  pounds  which 
had  been  spoken  of,  was  a  fair  average,  because  there 
were  a  variety  of  other  condiments  and  spices  which  the 
inhabitants  of  India  could  obtain  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  He  stated  that  tlie  duty  had  been  reduced,  and 
a  further  reduction  would  take  place  when  circumstances 
allowed.  Declaring  that  the  trade  in  salt  was  entirely 
free,  he  opposed  tlie  amendment  of  Sir  J.  Pakington. — 
Mr.  Hume  was  desirous  to  see  the  salt  monopoly 
abolished,  believing  that  it  operated  unfavourably  fur 
the  health  of  the  natives,  and  he  also  wished  to  see  the 
trading  character  of  the  company  at  an  end. — Mr.  Lowe 
admitted  that  the  company  had  a  monopoly,  but  not  one 
to  which  an  odious  sense  attached.  It  was  only  a  res- 
triction, necessitated  because  the  company  had  to  raise 
a  certain  revenue.  The  company  gained  nothing  by  the 
restriction,  but  stood  impartial  between  the  importer, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  consumer,  and  had  no  interest 
in  what  had  been  assailed  with  so  many  hard  names. 
The  proposed  clause  would  not  serve  the  interest  of  the 
British  manufacturers. — Lord  J.  Russell  observed  that 
though  Sir  J.  Pakington's  speech  had  been  against  the 
salt  tax,  his  clause  did  not  touch  the  question.  The 
Indian  government  had  thought  that  the  best  mode  of 
raising  a  part  of  the  Indian  revenue  was  by  means  of  a 
salt  tax,  and  if  this  clause  was  agreed  to,  and  a  deficiency 
ill  the  revenue  occurred,  the  Indian  government  would, 
for  the  first  time,  be  able  to  say  with  justice,  that  such 
deficiency  had  been  occasioned  by  the  British  House  of 
Commons,  and  might  refuse  to  lay  any  new  tax  upon 
the  people  of  India.— Mr.  Disraeh  said  that  Sir  J. 
Pakington's  efforts  had  been  in  the  first  place  to  destroy 
a  monopoly.  He  combated  the  view  he  imputed  to 
Lord  J.  Russell,  that  there  was  no  identity  between  the 
revenues  of  India  and  of  England.  Such  had  not  been 
Sir  R.  Peel's  view.  If  there  were  embarrassment  in 
Indian  finances,  England  must  ultimately  deal  with  it, 
but  such  a  consideration  could  not  weigh  in  discussing 
the  topic  before  them.  He  had  heard  nothing  which 
met  the  case  advanced  by  Sir  J.  Pakington.  They  had 
to  consider  whether  those  whom  they  entrusted  with 
power  in  India  were  willing  and  able  to  deal  with  the 
grievance  in  question,  and,  if  not,  whether  it  was  not  the 
proper  time  for  interference.  The  house  would  decide 
upon  the  broad  merits  of  the  case,  remeniberii;g  that  if 
this  opportunity  should  be  lost  another  might  not 
occur  for  remedying  this  great  evil. — The  house  then 
divided,  and  the  numbers  were — for  the  clause,  117; 
against  it,  107  :  majority  for  Sir  J.  Pakington's  clause, 
10. — The  clause  was  aclded  to  the  bill. — "Mr.  Wiguam 
moved  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  no  law  made  by  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  should  be  invalid  only  by 
reason  of  its  affecting  a  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  pro- 
vided such  a  law  should  have  received  tiie  previous 
sanction,  of  the  Crown. — Sir.  C.  Wood  assented  to  the 
clause,  which  was  agreed  to. — Mr.  Wigram  moved 
another  clause  for  disposing  of  fines  and  penalties 
incurred  by  judicial  sentence  in  India.     It  was  intended 


to  do  away  with  an  anomaly. — Sir  C.  Wood  also  assented 
to  this  clause  which  was  agreed  to. — Sir  C.  Wood 
brought  up  clauses  for  fixing  the  qualification  and 
salaries  of  directors.  The  former  he  proposed  to  fix  at 
l.OOO;.  instead  of  2,000/.,  and  the  latter  at  1,000/.  instead 
of  500/.  The  chairman  and  deputy-chairman  were  to 
have  1,500/.  each.  The  first  of  these  clauses  was  agreed 
to,  but  the  second  was  resisted  by  Mr.  Blackett  and 
other  members  ;  and  Lord  J.  Russell  after  defending  the 
proposition  itself,  assented  to  its  being  brought  up  on  the 
third  reading. 

The  house  went  into  committee  on  the  Hackney 
Carriages  Duties  Bill. — Mr.  Loave,  for  Mr.  Fitzroy, 
brought  up  a  clause  for  altering  the  recent  cab  act, 
so  far  as  to  make  Qid.  payable  for  each  person,  in  excess 
of  the  number  of  two,  who  should  employ  a  cab. — The 
Ch.\.ncelloh  of  the  Exchequer  said  that  it  was 
desirable  that  the  legislature  should  put  itself  entirely 
in  the  right  upon  this  subject ;  but  intimated  that 
there  should  be  no  submission  to  those  who  were  now 
seeking  to  practise  upon  the  public. — Sir  J.  Shelley 
thought  that  the  rash  act  of  the  cab-drivers  had  put 
them  entirely  out  of  court ;  and  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  listened  to  until  they  brought  back  their  cabs  and 
petitioned  the  house. — Lord  D.  Stuart  said  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  concession  to  clamour,  though  he 
thought  that  the  carriage  act  had  been  hastily  passed. 
He  considered  that  the  strike  had  been  ill-advised.— 
After  a  long  discussion,  the  clause  was  carried  by  88 
to  9. — Other  clauses  were  proposed,  one  in  reference  to 
back  fare,  wliieh  it  was  proposed  should  be  charged 
beyond  four  miles  from  Charing  cross. — These  were 
agreed  to. 

On  Fridav,  July  29th,  the  discussion  on  the  South 
Sea  Annuities  Bill  was  resumed. — The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  stated,  that  the  object  was  to  offer 
to  such  stock-holders  as  were  legally  disqualified  from 
accepting  the  option  ofl^ered  to  others  L>y  the  act  of 
the  early  part  of  the  session,  the  terms  declined  by  the 
latter.  Admitting  his  disappointment  with  the  result 
of  the  communication  projected  by  that  act,  he  attri- 
buted that  result  partly  to  the  delay  in  passing  the 
act,  and  also  to  the  events  which  had  taken  place  both 
in  the  political  and  the  natural  world,  events  which 
could  not  be  foreseen.  lie  denied,  however,  that  the 
plan  had  entirely  failed,  stating  that  advantage  had 
actually  accrued  to  the  exchequer,  and  he  defended 
the  policy  of  the  act. — Sir  F.  Kelly  opposed  the  reso- 
lutions, which  he  considered  to  be  both  unjust  and 
unnecessary,  and  urged  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  rather  seek  to  remedy  than  to  extend 
the  mischief  which  had  been  eifeeted. — Mr.  J.  B.  Smith 
also  opjiosed  the  resolutions,  as  did  Sir  H.  Wiiloughby, 
— Mr.  G  Glyn  supported  them,  as  likely  to  work 
advantageously. — After  further  discussion,  Mr.  Dis- 
raeli protested  against  the  reasons  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  assigned  for  the 
non-success  of  his  scheme,  a  result  which  had  been 
foreseen  from  the  first  by  all  who  understood  the 
subject. — On  a  division,  the  second  reading  was  carried 
by  117  to  67,  and  the  third  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Governmenl  of  India  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
— On  the  question  that  it  do  pass,  amendments  were 
proposed — chiefly  previous  amendments  in  another 
shape  ;  and  they  were  discussed  at  much  length. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Phillimore  moved  a  clause  to  enable 
natives  of  India  to  lay  their  cases  of  appeal  before  the 
Lords  Justices,  who  should  be  empowered  to  refer 
them  to  the  judicial  committee  of  tlie  privy  council : 
rejected  by  99  to  48. — Mr.  Bright  jiroposed  a  clause 
renewing  the  plan  for  a  building  in  Westminster: 
rejected  by  100  to  72. — Sir  Charles  Wood  moved  a 
clause  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  chairman  and  deputy 
chairman  of  the  East  India  Company  at  1500/.  a  year, 
and  those  of  the  directors  at  1000/. ;  an  increase  in 
conformity  with  the  expressed  desire  of  the  house.  The 
house  went  into  committee  to  fill  up  blanks  as  proposed. 
It  appeared  on  a  division  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  had 
mistaken  the  feeling  of  the  house ;  for  the  proposition 
was  negatived  by  99  to  83  ;  and  the  blanks  were  tilled 
up  with  the  original  lower  figures,  1000/.  and  500/. — 
The  house  resumed. — In  reply  to  Mr.  Bright,  Sir 
Charles  Wood  said  he  believed  the  law  would  oblige 
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any  member  of  the  house  nominated  to  the  directorate 
to  be  re-elected  before  he  could  sit  again  in  tlie  house. 
The  bill  passed. 

On  Monday,  August  1st,  Mr.  Addeui.ey,  nn  movinc 
the  second  reading  of  the  Juvenile  Offenders  Bill, 
Avliich  he  did  not  projjose  to  prL-ss  lojwiiid  tliis  .se.ssion, 
stated  that  its  sole  object  was  to  sanction  the  permis>ive 
establishment  of  reformatory  schools  to  which  young 
criminals  might  be  sent,  and  the  adoption  of  a  new 
system  of  treatmfnt,  iiicluiling  industrial  training, 
instead  of  imprisonment  in  ordinary  gaols,  wliich  aggra- 
vated the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy,  by  stimulating, 
instead  of  subduing,  tlio  propensity  to  crime. —  Mr. 
Baines  expi-essed  his  perfect  concurrence  in  the  object 
of  the  bill,  which  embodied  the  principal  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee.  By  the  existing  law  no  suffi- 
cient proviiion  was  made  ior  the  treatment  of  young 
off'  nders,  who,  if  sent  to  prison,  generally  came  out 
worse  than  when  they  entered  it.  He  had  the  gieaiest 
difficulty  in  assenting  to  the  proposition  that  a  work- 
house should  be  converted  into  a  prison,  though  the 
treatment  of  juvenile  criminals  should  boot'  an  indus- 
trial kind,  and  it  was  essential  to  insist  upon  ])arental 
responsibility.  The  evidence  showed  that  well-directed 
effiirts  had  been  attended  with  eminent  success,  and  lie 
had  no  doubt  that  if  legislation  next  session  were  well 
devised,  and  the  machinery  properly  adapted  to  the 
purpose,  the  most  sanguine  hopes  might  be  entertained. 
— Lord  PalmerstoN  assented  to  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill,  with  a  full  understanding  that  it  should  stand 
over  till  the  next  session.  The  objects  of  the  Itgislature 
in  dealing  with  criminals,  he  observed,  were  threefold — 
in  some  cases,  example ;  in  others,  example  coupled 
with  reformation  ;  and  in  others,  purely  reformation. 
With  rfgard  to  children,  reformation  must  be  considereil 
the  prime  object,  and  example  a  matter  of  secondary 
importance.  Tlic  machinery  of  this  bill,  he  thought, 
would  require  very  mature  consideration,  and  it  might 
be  combined  with  the  bill  which  had  come  down  from 
the  house  of  lords.  The  best  course,  in  his  opinion,  was 
to  lead  during  the  recess  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
committee,  and  to  come  prepared  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion as  to  a  practical  remedy  next  session. — Mr.  Hume 
olijecteil  to  reading  the  bill  a  second  time,  and  thereby 
affirming  a  principle  which  he  thcmght  wrong. — Sir  J. 
Gkaham  said,  the  house  might  well  affirm  the  principle 
of  a  bill  "  for  the  better  care  and  treatment  of  juvenile 
offenders."  It  would  not  be  thereby  pledged  to  the  de- 
tails or  the  machinery. — The  liill  was  read  asccotid  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  that  day  three  months. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  on  the  Kaval 
Coast  Volunteers  Bill,  when  Sir  J.  Graham  gave  a 
general  outline  of  the  measure,  the  object  of  wliich  was 
to  raise  a  volunteer  force  for  the  naval  de'ence  of  tlie 
coast,  limited  to  10,000  men,  to  be  trained  twenty-eight 
days  in  the  year,  the  period  of  enlistment  not  exceeding 
five  years,  her  Majesty  being  empowered,  in  case  of 
invasion,  to  require  the  services  of  the  men  afloat  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  a  year,  except  under  special  cir- 
cumstances.— The  clauses  of  the  bill  were  agreed  to  by 
the  committee,  without  amendments. 

The  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Bill  was  read  a 
third  time.  On  the  question  that  it  do  pass.  Lord 
MoNCK.  moved  the  omission  of  the  words  in  the  seventy- 
first  clause  which  gave  to  landlords  the  power  of  dis- 
training growing  crops. — The  motion,  though  opposed 
by  Mr.  G.  A.  Hamilton,  was  carried,  on  a  division,  by 
94  to  70. — Sir  W.  Vekner  expressed  his  regret  that 
Lord  Monck  had  lent  himself  to  propose  the  omission  of 
the  only  words  in  the  bill  that  were  calculated  to  protect 
the  landlords  of  Ireland.- — The  bill  then  passed. 

The  Tenant's  Compensation  (Ireland)  Bill  was  also 
read  a  third  time. — On  the  question  that  it  do  pass,  a 
series  of  discussions  and  of  divisions  look  place  upon 
amendments  proposed  on  the  pnrt  of  the  government, 
all  of  which  were  agreed  to. — The  bill  then  passed. 

The  Merchant  Shipping  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
On  [the  question  that  it  do  pass,  various  new  clauses 
were  moved  by  Sir  J.  Graham,  Mr.  Hutt,  Captain 
Scobell,  and  Mr.  Horsfall,  and  certain  amendments  by 
Mr.  Cairns,  Mr.  Kirk,  and  Mr.  Ingham,  each  of  wliicli 
underwent  discussion,  most  of  them  being  negatived. 
— The  bill  then  passed. 


On  the  report  upon  the  JJackney  Carriage  Bill  Mr. 
Lowe  moved  a  clause  which  provided  that,  when  the 
driver  was  hired  by  time,  and  was  detained  longer  than 
an  hour,  he  should  he  entitled  only  to  Qd.  for  every 
fifteen  minutes. — This  clause  was  agreed  to  and  added 
to  the  bill. — Mr.  F.  Scullv  moved  a  clause  emjiowering 
the  commissioners  of  police  to  prevent  the  withdrawal 
of  carriages  from  public  use,  by  the  infliction  of  a  penalty 
for  the  ofl'ence  and  forfeiture  of  the  license,  which  was 
not  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  government,  but  he 
consented  to  defer  the  motion  until  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill. — The  back-fare  clause  gave  rise  to  much 
desultory  discussion,  and  various  suggi  stions  were 
offered  tor  a  new  radiating  point  of  the  ( ircumference, 
instead  of  Charing  Cross.  At  length,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lowe,  Temple  Bar  was  substituted  for  Charing 
cross. 

On  Tuesday,  August  2,  before  going  into  committee 
on  the  Charilahle  Trusts  Bill,  Lord  J.  Kussell  re- 
minded the  house  that,  at  an  early  period  of  the  session, 
in  announcing  the  general  views  of  the  government  with 
respect  to  education,  he  had  urged  the  necessity  of 
est.ihlishing  a  better  management  and  an  approved 
application  of  the  funds  of  charitable  trusts — a  sul)ject 
which  had  for  more  than  fifty  years  engaged  the  atten- 
tion of  parliament.  He  had  stated  that  it  was  proposed, 
as  many  of  these  charities  had  reference  to  education, 
that  the  body  intrusted  with  the  direction  and  super- 
intendence of  their  administration  should  be  the  com- 
mittee of  privy  council  for  education,  with  the  necessary 
legal  assistance.  This  bill,  which  had  passed  the  other 
himse,  had  been  there  referred  to  a  select  cinnmittee, 
who  had  paid  very  great  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
they  had  recommended,  in  order  to  separate  the 
questions  of  administration  and  superintendence  from 
politics  and  party,  that  there  should  be  persons  named 
by  ihe  Crown,  and  holding  office  during  good  behavimir, 
to  whom  the  general  administration  should  be  conhded; 
in  which  suggestion  the  government  had  concurred.  He 
should  propose,  he  said,  a  few  alterations  of  the  bill  in 
the  committee.  One  was  that,  as  the  services  of  the 
three  persons  named  in  the  bill,  who  were  to  receive 
salaries,  might  not,  probably,  after  a  time  be  required, 
one  of  tlie  appointments  should,  at  a  certain  [leriod, 
cease.  Another  related  to  Roman  Catholic  charities, 
the  placing  of  which  under  this  body,  without  special 
provisions,  he  was  sorry  to  find,  might  lead  to  questions 
aft'ecting  the  very  existence  of  some  of  them,  unless 
great  care  were  taken.  He  proposed,  therefore,  that 
Roman  Catholic  charities  sliould  be  excluded  from  the 
operation  of  this  bill,  not,  however,  with  a  view  of 
omitting  them  permanently.  He  thought  it  would  De 
a  great  advantage  that  they  should  be  brouijht  under  a 
body  of  this  kind,  to  prevent  their  being  diverted  from 
their  proper  objects;  but  this  would  require  a  scjiarate 
bill  and  very  special  provisions.— The  house  then  went 
into  committee  upon  the  bill,  the  clauses  of  which  were 
agreed  to,  after  much  discussion,  the  amendment  of  the 
sixtieth  clause,  exempting  Roman  Catholic  cliarities, 
being  deferred  by  Lord  J.  Russell  until  the  report. 

In  answer  to  questions  by  Lord  D.  Stuart  regarding 
the  Turkish  Question,  Lord  J.  Russell  said  lie  could 
not  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion  of  that  question,  but  was 
willing  to  give  every  information  in  liis  power.  He 
then  explained  the  diplomatic  measures  that  had  been 
adopted  in  concert  wiih  Austria  as  follows :—"  When 
the  ambassador  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  lelt  Constan- 
tinople, it  appeared  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  it 
was  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  conference  of  the 
representatives  of  all  the  great  powers  of  Euro[)e,  in 
order  to  arrive  at  the  terms  which  might  put  an  amicable 
termination  to  the  difference  between  Russia  and  the 
Sublime  Porte.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  government 
of  Austria  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  have  any  such 
conference  while  the  matter  remained  in  the  state  of 
diplomatic  relations,  and  that  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  have  such  a  conference  unless  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
by  invading  the  principalities  should  for  a  time,  indeed, 
have  disturbed  the  status  quo  of  Europe.  When  that 
event  occurred,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  in  conformity  with  its  previous  declaration, 
declared  its  willingness  to  hold  a  conference  at  Vienna, 
and  it  summoned  the  representatives  of  the  four  other 
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great  powers  of  Europe  to  attend,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
conference  on  the  affairs  of  Russia  and  Turkey.  The 
minister  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  did  not 
attend  ;  but  the  minister  of  England,  of  France,  and  of 
Prussia  attended  that  conference.  Certain  terms  were 
then  agreed  upon,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  four  powers,  migVit  be  accepteti  with 
honour  by  the  two  governments  of  Turkey  and  of  Russia. 
Those  terms  have  been  assented  to  liy  the  governments 
of  England  and  France;  and,  accnrding  to  our  belief, 
have  been  transmitted  from  Vienna  to  Petersburg  and 
Constantinople.  .  .  (In  reply  to  a  question.  Lord  John 
added)  :  The  proposition,  in  fact,  was  an  Austrian 
proposition,  although  it  came  originally  from  the 
government  of  France." 

Mr.  T.  DuNCOMEE  called  attention  to  the  defective 
state  of  the  law  tor  the  trial  of  Controverted  Election 
Petitions,  as  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  inquiry  into 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Norwich  petitions.  He  ureed 
upon  the  government  the  necessity  of  remedying  the 
evil. — Lord  J.  Russell  admitted,  without  any  special 
reference  to  the  Norwich  case,  that  the  state  of  the  law 
■was  defective.  He  assured  Mr.  Buncombe  that  the 
necessity  for  a  remedy  should  i  ot  be  lost  sight  of;  add- 
ing that  some  progress  had  been  made  in  drawing  up  a 
bill  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  G.  PlilLLlMORE  moved  an  address,  praying 
that  thi-  Case  of  the  Parsee  Merchants  Jevavjee  Mcrjee 
and  Pestonjee  Meijee  miglit  be  referred  to  tlje  judicial 
committee  of  the  privy  council.  The  two  Parsees  had 
lent  money  to  the  Nizam  to  enable  him  to  pay  up  his 
contingent;  and  he  had  secured  the  debt  cm  a  mortgage 
of  land,  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  merchants.  But 
■when  the  Niznm  thought  they  had  paid  themselves,  he 
drove  them  out ;  and  the  land  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  East  India  company,  who  have  accepted  it  in  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  due  to  them  from  the  Nizam.  It  was 
argued  that  the  British  Resident  virtually  guaranteed 
the  loan;  and  that  the  Com|)any  was  morally  bound  to 
see  it  repaid. — Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  seconded  the  motion, 
and  enforced  the  same  views.  —  Sir  Charles  Wood 
looked  at  the  matter  in  a  different  light.  It  was  solely 
a  question  between  the  merchants  and  the  Nizam — an 
ordinary  mercantile  transaciion  ;  and  so  far  from  giving 
a  guarantee,  the  British  Rpsident  had  especially  and 
formally  refused  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  The 
assignment  of  the  land  was  simply  deposited  at  the 
house  of  the  Resident.  Lord  Hardinge  and  Lord 
Dalhousie  had  both  decided  against  this  claim  ;  and  it 
is  contrary  to  our  policy  to  interfere  with  the  debts  of 
the  native  princes. — A.  long  discussion  followed.  Mr. 
H.  Liddell,  Mr.  Digby  Seymour,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr. 
Ingram,  and  Mr.  Hume,  supported  the  motion  fur 
inquiry;  Sir  James  Hogg  and  Mr.  Mangles  resisted. 
On  a  division,  the  motion  was  negatived  by  111  to  69. 

Lord  J.  Ru.sSELL  postponed  the  second  reading  of 
the  Colonial  CInirck  Regulation  Bill  until  Monday,  on 
■which  Mr.  Ki.nnaird  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
bill  for  three  months. — On  this  question  a  long  discus- 
sion arose,  resulting  in  Mr.  Kinnaird's proposition  being 
adopted,  Mr.  Gladstone  intimating  the  acquiescence 
of  the  government. 

On  Wednesday,  August  3rd,  on  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Capitular  Estates  Bill,  Mr. 
WiGRAM  moved  that  it  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
three  months. — Sir  It.  Inglis,  in  seconding  the  amend- 
ment, observed  that  all  the  capitular  bodies  in  the 
country  viewed  the  bill  as  a  measure  of  injustice,  and 
considering  that  a  commission  was  now  sitting  upon 
this  very  subject,  and  also  considering  the  late  period 
of  the  session,  he  thought  it  bi  tter  to  reject  the  measure 
for  the  present. — Mr.  S.  Herbert,  while  admitting 
that  the  question  was  one  upon  which  parliament  ought 
to  legislate,  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  proceed  with  the  bill  until  they  were  in 
possession  of  the  report  of  the  commission  now  sitting 
upon  the  subject. — The  Marquis  of  Blandford 
observed  that  he  did  not  now  pr'^jiose  to  proceed  further 
than  to  ask  the  house  to  affirm  the  principle  of  the  bill 
by  passing  the  second  reading,  and  thus  declare  its 
opinion  that  ecclesiastical  property  ought  to  be  placed 
under  the  management  of  laymen.  The  salaries  of  the 
clergy  should  be  made  ii.\ed  instead  of  fiuctuating,  as  | 


was  the  case  under  the  existing  system ;  and  all  that  he 
now  called  upon  the  house  to  do  was  to  affirm  this  prin- 
ciple.—  Sir  B.  Hall  supported  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill. — Lord  J.  Russell  advised  Lord  Blandford  to 
postpone  the  bill  to  a  future  session.  He  ■would  not  say 
that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  one  which  parliament 
might  not  hereafter  adopt;  but,  for  the  reasons  which 
others  had  already  stated,  he  should  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  the  second  reading,  if  the  noble  lord  pressed 
the  question  to  a  division. — The  Marquis  of  Bland- 
ford, in  deference  to  the  strong  feeling  which  the 
house  had  expressed,  withdrew  the  bill.  He  had,  how- 
ever, the  permission  of  the  government  to  lay  the  same 
bill  on  the  table  next  year  without  opposition. 

The  house  then  went  into  committee  upon  the  Ex- 
penses at  Elections  Bill,  after  a  violent  opposition  from 
Col.  SIBTHOUP.  On  clause  1,  disqualifying  candidates  for 
employing  bands,  bell-ringers,  or  flagmen,  Mr.  CowI'ER 
moved  that  the  penalty  should  be  100^,  instead  of  dis- 
qualification.— On  thisthere wasmuchtalk;  duringwbich 
Sir  James  Graham  suggested  that  the  best  course  would 
be  to  give  up  the  bill,  and  go  on  with  the  next  order  on 
the  paper — the  Lunatics  Care  and  Treatment  bill. — This 
suggestion  provoked  the  indignation  of  Mr.  Henry 
BeukeleY;  who  complained,  that  in  the  face  of  the 
majorities  on  previous  stages  of  the  bill,  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  pick  it  to  pieces  by  the  first  lurd  of 
the  admiralty  in  command  of  a  minority.  After  two 
divisions,  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  73  to  48  — 
Mr.  Liddell  then  moved  that  the  penalty  be  100s. 
Upon  this  there  was  more  debate.  Mr.  W.  F.  Hume 
moved  that  the  Chairman  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again  on  that  day  month.  Carried,  by  QQ  to  45. 
Thus  the  bill  is  virtually  defeated. 

On  Thursday,  August  4th,  the  Charitable  Trusts  Bill, 
as  amended  in  committee,  was  considered. — Lord 
John  Russell  moved  a  clause  providing  that 
Roman  Catholic  trusts  should  be  entrusted  to  persons 
of  that  persuasion.  He  thought  that  there  was  founda- 
tion lor  the  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  that  the  bill  might  be  directed  against  their 
charities — -many  of  which  are  asserted  to  be  illegal.  He 
would  have  no  objection  to  take  the  same  course  with 
regard  to  Jews  and  Quakers,  if  they  demanded  it. — Mr. 
HeadlaM  supported  it;  but  moved  a  provi.so,  limiting 
its  operation  to  two  years,  in  order  that  time  might  be 
allowed  for  the  consideration  of  a  more  permanent 
arrangement. — The  clause,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Headlam, 
was  agreed  to  by  87  to  86 ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

A  discussnm  took  place  as  to  the  duties  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  in  consequence  of  resolutions  moved  by 
Sir  R.  Inglis  having  the  object  of  enabling  the  chair- 
man of  wajs  and  means  to  preside  over  the  discussions 
of  the  house  whenever  the  Speaker  wight  be  unavoid- 
ably absent.  —  Mr.  Hume  and  Sir  J.  Pakington 
strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  considering  some  means 
of  improving  the  mode  of  conducting  the  busine.ss  of 
the  house.  The  former  denounced  the  late  sittings, 
and  the  latter  was  in  favour  of  a  different  arrangement 
of  the  session,  and  the  reappointment  of  the  committee 
on  public  business  to  take  tlie  question  into  considera- 
tion.    The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Lord  J.  Russell  took  occasion  to  state  the  intentions 
of  the  government  respecting  the  Colony  of  Jamaica. 
He  referred,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  dispute  between 
the  House  of  Assembly  and  the  Council  on  the  sulyect 
of  the  bills  passed  by  the  former,  and  to  the  important 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  our  West  Indian 
colonies,  by  the  total  aboliti(jn  of  slavery  and  the 
competition  they  had  to  encounter  with  foreign  sugars, 
and  which  had  produced  much  discontent  on  the  part  of 
the  colonists.  There  had  been  a  distinction,  however, 
in  the  effect  which  these  changes  had  produced  upon 
three  of  the  most  important  of  the  colonies— British 
Guiana,  Trinidad,  and  Jamaica.  In  the  two  former  the 
exports  of  sugar,  which  in  1840  were  824,000  cwt.,  in 
185'2  amounted  to  1,321,000  cwt.,  showing  an  increase  of 
more  than  50  per  cent.  In  Jamaica  exports  of  sugar, 
which  in  1840  were  517,000  cwt.,  in  1862  were  only 
511,000  cwt.  There  was  a  similar  difference  in  regard 
to  immigrants,  of  whom  British  Guiana  imported, 
between  1840  and  1853,  49,000,  and  Trinidad  ;i4,000, 
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■whereas  Jamaica  imported  in  that  period  only  14,000. 
These  material  differences  had  no  reference  to  imperial 
legislation.  There  were  circumstances,  he  proceeded  to 
observe,  connected  with  the  constitution  of  Jamaica 
which  had  always  been  a  source  of  difficulty,  and  in  late 
years  had  led  to  the  stoppage  of  the  action  of  the 
colonial  legislature.  Among  these  peculiarities  was  the 
payment  of  public  officers  by  votes  from  year  to  year. 
He  read  the  suggestions  of  Governor  Sir  Charles  Grey, 
who  recommended  the  assimilation  of  the  powers  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  those  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  he  said  the  government  did  not  propose  to 
suspend  the  representative  constitution  in  the  colony, 
but  to  induce,  if  possible,  the  assembly  and  the  council 
to  act  in  harmony.  They  proposed,  in  the  first  place, 
that  there  should  be  a  permanent  act,  containing  grants 
for  those  officers  to  whom  it  was  deemed  fit  that 
permanent  salaries  should  be  given  ;  secondly,  that  the 
assemlily  should  make  no  grant  of  money  except  upon 
the  initiative  of  a  representative  of  the  Crown,  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  Crown  should  be  rcsponsil)le  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  money.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
proposed  to  endeavour  to  place  the  finances  of  Jamaica 
upon  a  sounder  footing.  The  public  debt  of  the  colony 
amounted  to  500,000/.,  upon  which  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  was  paid ;  and  it  was  proposed  that  the 
imperial  government  should  give  a  guarantee  for  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  a  sinking  fund  being  provided  for 
its  extinction.  Another  guarantee  was  proposed.  The 
House  of  Assembly  had  insisted  upon  their  right  to 
make  a  reduction  of  salaries,  which  the  council  had 
regarded  as  a  breach  of  faith.  It  appeared  to  the 
government  that  this  quarrel  might  be  settled  by  the 
grant  of  a  compensation,  which  might  induce  the 
present  holders  to  'relinquish  their  offices,  which  could 
be  filled  by  other  persons  at  reduced  salaries.  This 
would  require  50,000/.,  which  sum  the  government 
pioposcd  should  also  be  guaranteed  by  this  country, 
making  the  aggregate  sura  of  550,000/.  There  was  one 
other  point.  Sir  Charles  Grey  had  already  held  his  office 
as  governor  for  the  full  term,  which  he  had  discharged 
with  signal  ability,  and  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  wasof  ojii- 
nion  that  Sir  H.Barkly,  who  had  been  many  yearsGovernor 
of  Guiana,  would  be  the  best  person  to  succeed  him,  and 
he  had  accordingly  recommended  her  Majesty  to  appoint 
Sir  Henry  to  that  office.  A  question  would  arise  as  to 
his  salary,  which  the  government  considered  should  not 
be  less  tlian  5,000/.,  and  to  avoid  dispute,  they  proposed 
to  vote  3,500/.  towards  making  up  that  sum  for  three 
years.— Sir  J.  Pakington,  after  commenting  upon  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  government  of  the  noble  lord  in 
1846,  and  upon  the  efTtct  it  had  wrought  upon  this 
colony,  observed,  that  one  of  the  most  important  of  the 
proposed  alterations  was  that  relating  to  the  financial 
functions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  that  the  late 
government  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  whatever 
concessions  might  be  made,  a  reformation  of  that 
portion  of  the  constitution  of  Jamaica  should  be  an 
indispensable  preliminary.  Ho  doubted  whether  the 
government  could  have  adopted  a  more  effectual  mode 
of  giving  the  colony  relief  than  by  guaranteeing  the 
public  debt,  the  interest  of  which  would  be  reduced 
from  6  per  cent,  to  probably  3^.  It  was  the  intention  of 
the  late  government  to  send  out  a  commission  to 
Jamaica;  but  as  the  present  government  had  preferred 
to  make  a  change  of  governors,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the 
wisdom  of  their  choice  of  Sir  H.  Barkly.  In  one  respect 
he  dissented  from  the  course  of  the  government,  namely, 
the  delay  in  announcing  their  intentions,  which  might 
have   been   done   in   January. 

The  house  then  went  into  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
engaged  in  the  discussion  of  the  remaining  civil  service 
and  other  estimates. 

The  second  reading  of  the  .Et/i^ca/iou  Bill  was  deferred 
for  three  months;  in  other  words,  the  bill  was  abandoned. 

The  Poor  Relief  Act  Continuance  Lill  having  been 
read  a  third  time,  was  passed. 

On  the  order  for  committing  the  Smoke  Nuisance 
Abatement  Bill,  Lord  Palmerston  stated  the  altera- 
tions he  proposed  to  make  in  the  bill,  and  the  liouse 
having  gone  into  committee  on  the  bill,  the  amend- 
ments were  adopted,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
reported. 


On  Friday,  August  5th,  the  motion  to  read  the  South 
Sea  Co)npany's  Arranfiement  and  Ti-usts  Bill  a  third 
time  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  but  the  mutiun 
was    ultimately   adopted. 

On  the  question  that  the  South  Sea  and  other 
Annuities  Bill,  be  considered  in  committee,  Sir  F. 
Kelly  urged  the  objections  enunciated  on  former 
occasions,  and  contended  that  the  house  ought  not  to 
sanction  a  scheme  which  might  induce  persons  who 
relied  on  the  professions  of  the  government  to  accept 
proposals  sure  to  entail  on  them  serious  loss. — Sir  U. 
Willoughhy  thought  the  scheme  struck  at  the  root  of 
the  natiiinal  credit. — Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  and  Mr.  Wil- 
loughby  having  made  a  few  remarks,  the  house  went 
into  committee.  After  considerable  discussion,  the 
clauses  were  agreed  to,  and  Monday  was  named  for 
bringing  up  the  report. 

The  house  then  went  into  Committee  of  Snpph/. 
— Considerable  opposition  was  ofl'ered  on  both  sides  of 
the  house  to  the  vote  of  35,000/.  for  the  embankratnt 
between  Vauxhall  and  Battersea  bridges,  on  the  ground 
that  the  country  generally  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
defray  the  expense  of  improvements  for  the  benefit 
of  the  richest  community  in  the  world.  The  answer 
urged  on  behalf  of  the  government  was,  that  the  works 
were  too  far  advanced  to  be  stopped,  and  that  the  like 
expenditure  would  not  again  be  undertaken.  On  a 
division,  the  vote  was  carried  by  94  to  27. 

The  issue  of  the  Writ  for  Canterbury  was  postponed 
till  next  session. 

On  Monday,  August  8,  Lord  Jonx  Russell,  in 
answer  to  questions  respecting  the  Turkish  Question, 
said  that,  before  the  prorogation  of  parliament,  he  would 
give  as  full  information  upon  the  subject  as  was  con- 
sistent with  his  public  duty,  but  declined  to  fix  a  day 
for  the  discussion  of  the  question. 

A  discussion  took  place  relative  to  the  Business  of  the 
House. — Lord  J.  Russell  mived  that  the  orders  of  the 
day  have  precedence  on  Wednesday  next  till  three 
o'clock. 

In  a  committee  of  supply,  sums  were  voted  for  the 
expense  of  the  Caffre  (Cnr  and  for  the  Militia. —  Mr. 
Newdegate  and  Mr.  Spoo.ner  complained  that  it  was 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  tlie  government  to  usurp  the 
functions  of  the  house,  and  tliat  the  immediate  result 
would  be  to  defeat  the  very  desirable  object  of  ascer- 
taining the  opinion  of  the  liouse  on  the  nunnery  question, 
which  stood  for  Wednesday. — On  the  other  side  it  was 
maintained  that  to  continue  the  discussion  of  the  nun- 
nery question  was  merely  to  waste  time. — Mr.  Luc.vs 
and  Wr.  Maguire  declared  that,  so  far  from  being 
desirous  that  the  debate  should  be  brought  to  a  prema- 
ture close,  their  wishes  were  all  the  other  way. — The 
motion  was  carried  by  105  to  52. 

On  Tuesday,  August  9,  the  house  went  into  committee 
on  the  Transportation  Bill. — Lord  Palmerston  gave  a 
general  view  of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  government. 
When  a  prisoner  has  undergone  a  preliminary  or  separate 
confinement,  he  will  not  be  sent  out  to  a  colony  and 
there  get  a  ticket-of-leave  as  heretofore  ;  but  will  get 
his  ticket-of-leave  in  this  country,  and  be  liable  on  bad 
behaviour,  to  be  remanded  back  to  punishment.  The 
persons  so  released  will  be  employed  upon  public  works, 
separate  from  convicts,  and  at  suitable  wages ;  a  state  of 
transition  from  which  they  may  easily  slide  into  the 
avocations  of  ordinary  industry.  This  detention  of  so 
many  convicts  in  this  country  is  not  to  entail  additional 
expense  on  the  counties — the  expense  will  fall  on  the 
public  in  the  first  instance  ;  but  ultimately  the  plan  will 
be  attended  with  a  considerable  saving  of  public  money. 
— Mr.  Walpole  concurred  in  the  scheme  as  a  whole, 
but  diflfered  on  two  points.  By  the  second  clause,  trans- 
portation for  a  shorter  period  than  fourteen  years  is 
abolished:  it  would  be  better  to  give  the  Crown  power 
to  commute  all  sentences  of  transportation  for  periods  of 
penal  servitude.  As  the  bill  stands,  no  convicts  but 
those  who  have  committed  the  gravest  offences  can  be 
sent  to  the  colonies  :  hut  some  colonists  might  desire  our 
convicts,  and  if  the  bill  were  altered  as  he  suggested, 
that  would  enable  the  Crown  to  send  convicts  to  any 
colony  desiring  it.  He  also  suggested,  that  where  a 
man,  after  remission,  again  commits  an  offence  similar 
to  that  for  which  he  has  already  been   punished,   he 
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should  receive  the  next  higher  punishment.  If  they 
looked  (he  said)  to  the  reports  upon  the  subject,  they 
■would  find  that  the  system  of  employing  criminals  upon 
public  works  has  not  only  proved  highly  beneficial  to  the 
criminals  themselves,  but  has  also  contributed  to  the 
lusting  advantage  of  the  country.  The  cost  of  trans- 
portation is  little  short  of  200,000^.  a-year,  including  the 
expenses  incurred  in  the  colonies ;  the  cost  of  the  pri- 
soners at  home  is  also  very  great :  but  the  works  at 
Portland  pay  themselves  at  the  present  moment,  besides 
producing  a  noble  harbour;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  if 
similar  works  were  prosecuted  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  great  public  good  would  accrue  to  the  country, 
and  great  progress  would  be  made  in  the  improvement 
and  reformation  of  criminals.  In  the  year  1840,  the 
profitable  labour  at  the  works  at  Portland  produced  up- 
wards of  17,000/. ;  in  1850,  it  produced  '14,000/.  ;  in 
1851,  20,54U.  ;  during  the  past  year  the  earnings  of  the 
convii  ts  have  exceeded  the  cost  of  the  establishment ; 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  wherever  the  same 
facilities  exist  for  the  employment  of  otifenders,  the  same 
results  will  follow. — Sir  John  Pakington  complained 
of  the  course  taken  by  the  government  in  bringing  for- 
ward this  measure  at  a  time  when  it  could  not  be  dis- 
cussed. There  should  have  been  a  full  discussion.  He 
hoped  ministers  had  not  been  too  precipitate  in  abolish- 
ing transportation  :  he  had  intended  to  continue  it  until 
1854.  The  bill  bore  evident  marks  of  haste  ;  but  on  the 
whole  he  agreed  with  its  i)rovisions,  and  should  offer  no 
opposition. — Mr.  Addekley  approved  of  the  plan; 
condemned  transportation  as  a  punishment ;  and  ex- 
pressed his  preference  for  the  present  proposition  over 
that  of  Sir  John  Pakington. — Several  other  members 
approved  of  the  plan ;  and  the  bill  passed  through  the 
committee. 

Before  going  into  committee  on  the  Metropolitan 
Sewers  Bill,  Lord  Palmerston  moved  an  instruction  to 
the  committee  that  they  have  power  to  make  px-ovision 
therein  as  to  moneys  borrowed  under  the  acts.  This 
motion  was  carried,  on  division,  by  71  to  32,  and  subse- 
quently Lord  Palmerston  declared  that  no  plan  of 
sewerage  would  be  satisfactory  which  did  not  relieve 
the  river  Thames  from  its  present  condition  of  a  sewer, 
instead  of  an  ornament,  to  the  metropolis.  The  bill 
then  passed  through  committee. 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  Hackney  Carriage  Duties 
Bill,  Mr.  F.  Scully  moved  a  clause,  inflicting  a  pecu- 
niary penalty  and  the  suspension  of  license  upon  any 
proprietor  of  a  vehicle  who  should  withdraw  his  carriage 
from  hire  for  two  consecutive  days  without  just  cause,  of 
which  the  magistrates  were  to  judge. — Mr.  Lowe 
thought  that  the  public  ought  to  be  protected  against 
such  conduct  as  that  of  the  cab-owners,  and  that 
threatened  by  the  omnibus-owners,  and  on  Mr.  Fitzroy's 
j)art  he  assented  to  the  clause,  which  was  agreed  to  and 
added  to  the  bill. — A  clause  was  also  added,  to  the 
effect  that  an  additional  sixpence  shall  be  paid  for  every 
I      mile  beyond  the  four  mile  circle  from  Temple  Bar. — 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
1  On  Wednesday,  August  10,  the  Customs  Bill,  which 

j  either  repeals  or  consolidates  from  one  thousand  to 
!  fifteen  hundred  acts  of  parliament,  passed  through  com- 
mittee, after  complimentary  speeches  from  commercial 
•  members,  thanking  Mr.  Wilson,  on  whom  chiefly  the 
j      responsibility  of  preparing  the  bill  had  fallen. 

On  Thursday,  August  11,  the  house  met  at  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  the  members  having  gone  to  witness 
the  naval  ieview  at  Spithead.  When  "the  Speaker  took 
the  chair,  about  forty  members  were  assembled. 

The  Consolidated  Fund  (  10,634,087/.  2s.  M.)  Bill 
passed  through  committee. 

The  Crown  Suits  Bill,  which  stood  for  a  third  reading, 
was  withdrawn. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed  ; 
—  Friendly  Societies'  Bill,  Metropolitan  Setvers  Ads 
C'otitinuatice  Bill,  Copyhold  Co7n?nission  Contimiance 
Bill,  and  Lunatics  Care  and  Treatment  Bill. 

On  Friday,  August  12,  a  number  of  measures  were 
forwarded  a  stage. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Transpor- 
tation Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  several  members 
started  objections,  but  no  change  was  made  in  the  bill. 
— Mr.  WoKTLEY  expressed  a  hope  that  greater  unifor- 


mity and  certainty  would  be  effected  in  carrying  out 
sentences  under  the  new  system  than  under  the  old. — 
Mr.  Keating  suggested  that  the  clauses  enabling  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  grant  tickets-of-leave  should  be 
expunged  :  they  introduced  a  novel  system,  and  before 
their  enactment,  they  ought  to  be  well  considered  and 
discussed.  This  view  was  taken  by  Mr.  Spooner,  Mr. 
Newdegate,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Phillimore.  —  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  declined  to  press  his  suggested  amendments,  as 
government  ought  to  be  responsible. — Mr.  Ewart  and 
Hume  looked  upon  the  measure  as  an  experiment  that 
should  be  fairly  tried.  —  Mr.  Thomas  Chambers  and 
Mr.  Barrow  approved  of  the  bill.  Sir  John  Paking- 
ton thought  the  transportation  still  retained  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  an  intermediate  sentence. — The  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walpole,  the  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices at  Elections  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  that  day  fortnight,  in  spite  of 
the  opposition  of  Colonel  Sibthorp,  who  denounced 
the  bill  as  a  trumperj'  and  low,  dirty  measure. 

On  Monday,  August  15,  the  amendments  made  by 
the  Lords  in  the  Government  of  India  Bill  were  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to.  Upon  that  by  which  the  forty- 
fourth  clause,  relating  to  the  salt  tax,  was  struck  out  of 
the  bill.  Sir  J.  Fitzgerald,  observing  that  the  salt 
sold  to  the  natives  of  India  was  not  only  dear,  but 
adulterated  by  the  agents  of  the  government,  expressed 
a  hope  that  something  would  be  done  to  remedy  this 
evil. — Mr.  Giiegson  complained  of  the  injustice  and 
cruelty  of  enhancing  the  price  of  salt,  which  was  a 
necessary  of  life,  to  men  receiving  very  trifling  wages, 
and  recommended  a  great  reduction  of  the  duty. — Sir 
C.  Wood  said,  he  had  never  justified  the  maintenance 
of  a  high  duty  upon  this  article,  and  he  was  ready  to 
concur  in  a  reduction  of  the  duty,  which  the  Indian 
government  were  prepared  to  make  as  soon  as  the  state 
of  the  revenue  warranted  the  sacrifice.  He  had  only 
contended  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  sound  principles 
for  that  house  to  take  upon  itself  to  interfere  with  the 
financial  arrangements  of  India  ;  and  the  vote  to  which 
that  house  had  come  upon  this  question  was  not  for  a 
reduction  of  the  duty  upon  salt,  but  that  the  present 
mode  of  levying  it  was  objectionable,  and  that  an  excise 
duty  was  preferable.— Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  hoped  that 
Sir  Charles  would  not  content  himself  with  expressing 
a  readiness  to  concur  with  the  Indian  government  in 
putting  the  salt  duty  upon  a  proper  fooling,  but  would 
strongly  recommend  that  government  to  do  so.— After  a 
few  words  from  Mr.  Hadfield,  protesting  against  the 
omission  of  the  clause,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CiiAUEUiiD  moved  an  address  for  the  production  of 
certain  papers  referred  to  in  the  minutes  of  evidence 
taken  by  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  existence  of  Corrupt  Practices  in  the  City  of  Can- 
terbury, but  not  printed  with  their  report.  He  argued 
that  this  was  a  case  in  which  the  house  ought  to  inter- 
pose and  require  the  production  of  these  papers,  which 
contained  nothing  relating  to  private  affairs,  or  any 
privileged  communications. — Mr.  Lowe  opposed  the 
motion.  Parliament,  he  observed,  had  armed  the  com- 
missioners with  very  extraordinary  powers,  the  exercise 
of  which  was  left  to  their  discretion,  and,  as  they  had 
not  thought  it  fit  to  bring  these  papers  before  the  public 
eye,  it  would  not  be  Avise  in  that  house  to  take  this  dis- 
cretion out  of  their  hands,  and  compel  the  publication  of 
papers  which  could  be  of  no  public  service. — Mr.  W. 
Williams  supported  the  motion,  which  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  I.  Butt. — Lord  J.  Russell  said,  the  house  would 
not  be  justified  in  supposing  that  the  commissioners  had 
withheld  information  which  it  was  proper  for  the  house 
to  know  ;  it  would  not  be  wise,  therefore,  to  require 
the  production  of  these  papers,  and,  if  otherwise,  the 
right  course  was  not  to  address  the  Crown,  which  could 
exert  constitutionally  no  control  over  the  commissioners, 
but  to  send  for  and  examine  the  parties  themselves.  He 
regretted  that  the  commissioners  had  not  kept  more 
closely  to  the  general  rules  of  evidence. — Mr.  Craufurd 
ultimately  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  KiNNAiuD  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
the  Amended  Criminal  Code  of  Malta,  which,  he  said, 
had  given  just  offence  to  the  Protestant  inhabitants 
of  that  island,  and    the  crown  advisers  of  Malta  had 


178 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAKRATIVE. 


[August,  1853. 


proposed  an  amendment,  wliich  the  governor  had  refused 
to  adopt.  It  had  been  said,  he  observed,  that  this  code 
Wis  the  necessary  result  of  a  guarantee  given  to  the 
Maltese  ;  but  he  could  discover  no  other  guarantee  than 
that  of  1815,  when  Sir  T.  Maitland,  on  taking  possession 
of  the  island,  promised  the  Maltese,  in  the  fullest  man- 
ner, the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  These  altera- 
tions of  the  code,  however,  went  far  beyond  this  pledge, 
containing  enactments  which  he  characteiised  as 
iniquitous,  monstrous,  arbitrary,  persecuting,  and  con- 
trary to  the  whole  spirit  of  British  law.  He  moved  a 
resolution  condemnatory  of  the  amended  code,  and  an 
address  to  her  Majesty,  praying  that  her  Majesty  will 
take  the  facts  into  consideration,  and  withhold  her  sanc- 
tion from  the  amended  code  until  the  suliject  should 
have  received  the  mature  consideration  of  parliament. — 
Mr.  T.  Chambers  seconded  the  motion. — Mr.  F.  Peel 
thought  the  speech  of  Mr.  Kinnaird  was  in  some  respects 
injudicious,  since  it  was  calculated  to  awaken  relifiious 
differences  that  were  subsiding.  He  had  likewise  fallen 
into  several  inaccuracies.  The  code  of  1837,  which  he 
had  eulogised  (but  which  had  never  been  acted  upon), 
was  marked  by  nuuh  more  narrow  and  illiberal  features 
than  the  present.  Mr.  Peel  explained  the  circumstances 
which  had  led  to  the  preparation  of  this  ordinance. 
The  state  of  the  criminal  law  nndered  imperative  the 
attempt  to  codify  it,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
mitiiiate  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law,  and  bring  it 
more  into  harmony  with  that  of  England.  The  code 
had  been  prepared  not  without  great  consideration,  and, 
although  he  admitted  that  it  was  severe,  its  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  was  that  it  recognised,  if  not  toleration, 
at  least  the  principal  of  perfect  impartiality  and  equality 
towards  all  denominations  in  the  island.  Malta  was  a 
Roman  Cutholic  country  ;  elected  members  had  been 
admitted  into  the  legislative  council,  and  religious  ex- 
citement was  in  a  fair  way  of  being  allayed  ;  under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  the  best  course  was  for  the 
government  to  allow  the  code,  which  might  be  in  .some 
degree  modified,  to  come  into  operation. — Mr.  I.  Butt 
contended  and  endeavoured  to  show,  that  the  govern- 
ment were  not  aware  of  the  full  effect  of  certain  parts  of 
the  code,  some  of  which,  he  said,  appeared  to  have  been 
insidiously  introduced,  and  he  strongly  recommended 
the  suspension  of  the  amended  code  until  next  session. 
— The  motion  was  likewise  supported  by  Mr.  Ptllatt, 
Mr.  Newdegate,  and  Mr.  Warner,  and  opposed  by  Mr. 
Hume  and  Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald,  who  replied  to  the  objec- 
t  ons  of  Mr.  Butt. — Lord  J.  Russell  observed,  that  as 
Malta,  when  it  came  into  our  possession,  was  a  Roman 
Catholic  country,  and  as  we  had  promised  that  the  reli- 
gion of  the  Maltese  should  be  maintained  and  respected, 
punishment  must  he  awarded  against  those  who  openly 
insult  that  religion.  Some  of  the  objections  alleged 
against  the  code  he  thought  were  not  well-founded; 
there  Avere  others,  however,  which,  in  his  oiiinion, 
deserved  the  consideration  not  only  of  her  Majesty's 
government,  but  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown  in  this 
country.  Believing,  therefore,  that  this  code  required 
further  consideration,  he  promised  that  the  whole  matter 
should  be  reconsidered,  with  a  view  to  secure  every  re- 
spect for  the  Romiin  Catholic  religion  in  Malta,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  full  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  all  her 
Majesty's  subjects. — Mr.  Kinnaird  thereupon  withdrew 
his  motion. 

On  Tuesday,  Aug.  ICth,  Lord  J.  RusSELL  made  his 
promised  explanation  respecting  the  state  of  the  Negolia- 
tioiis  on  the  Utibject  of  the  Difference  between  Russia 
and  Turkey.  He  should  not  enter,  he  said,  upon  the 
defence  of  the  government,  which  bad  not  been  attacked, 
that  house  having  considerately  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
government  the  conduct  of  these  negotiations.  With 
respect  to  the  production  of  papers,  he  had  not  found 
that  it  had  been  usual  in  svich  cases  to  lay  papers  on  the 
table  while  the  negotiations  were  still  pending,  nor  until 
they  were  brought  to  some  issue.  He  then  proceeded 
to  give  an  outline  of  vhe  transactions  as  they  had 
occurred,  without  referring  to  documents  which  were  of 
the  nature  of  secret  papers,  but  glancing  at  incidents 
generally  known  to  the  house  and  the  public.  When 
tlie  presi  nt  government  entered  upon  office,  his  atten- 
tion had  been  called  to  the  question  of  the  Holy  Places, 
and  he  wrote  to  Lord  Cowley,  our  ambassador  at  Paris; 


but  at  a  later  period  he  had  been  informed  by  the 
Russian  minister  in  England,  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  was  satisfied  with  the  concession  made  to  him 
upon  that  matter,  -and  he  felt  satisfied  that  nothing 
would  happen  to  disturb  the  relations  between  Russia 
and  Turkey.  Loul  John  then  adverted  to  the  arrival  of 
Prince  Menschikofi' at  Constantinople,  in  March,  and  to 
the  incident  between  him  and  Fuad  EflTendi,  the  Turkish 
minister  fur  foreign  afl'airs ;  to  the  request  of  Colonel 
Rose,  that  the  British  fleet  should  proceed  fram  Malta 
to  the  neighbouihood  of  Constantinople,  and  to  his 
withdrawal  of  that  request.  On  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Stratford  at  that  capital,  in  April,  he  was  informed  by 
the  Turkish  minister  that  certain  demands  had  been 
made  by  the  Russian  ambassador,  a  compliance  with 
which,  the  Sultan's  government  considered,  would  not 
be  compatible  with  its  independence  ;  at  the  same  time, 
the  Turkish  minister  had  sent  in  reply  not  a  simple 
negative,  but  a  note  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  the 
dispute.  Prince  Menschikoff,  instead  of  treating  this 
note  as  a  basis  for  further  negotiations,  withdrew  from 
Constantinople,  a  step  which  he  (Lord  John)  considered 
was  to  be  regretted.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Russian  mission,  aided  by  the  prepara- 
tions made  by  Russia — a  strong  naval  and  military  force 
having  been  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of  Turkey — was 
a  most  iinfortvinate  step,  calculated  to  create  great 
alarm.  Her  Majesty's  government  had,  in  consequence, 
thought  it  necessary  to  give  directions  that  the  British 
fleet 'should  proceed  from  Malta  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Dardanelles,  and  a  French  fleet  took  the  same 
course,  the  two  governments  of  England  and  France 
having  acted  entirely  in  concert,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
solution  of  this  question  compatible  with  the  independ- 
ence and  integrity  of  the  Porte,  and  not  derogatory  to 
Russia.  The  next  step  was  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
directed  his  army  to  occupy  the  principalities  of  Molda- 
via and  Wallachia,  issuing  a  declaration,  that  this  was 
not  to  be  considered  an  invasion  of  the  principalities  or 
an  act  of  war,  but  only  as  a  guarantee  of  peace,  and  a 
pressure  upon  the  Turkish  government  to  obtain  those 
securities  to  which  Russia  was  entitled.  It  was  consi- 
dered by  both  England  and  France  that,  looking  at  the 
interests  at  stake,  it  was  desirable  that  the  Turkish 
government  should  forego  its  i-ight  to  regard  the  act  as 
a  casus  belli,  and  that  it  should  not  decline  to  enter  into 
further  negotiations,  of  which  the  ambassadors  of  the 
two  powers  endeavoured  to  gather  up  the  threads. 
When  the  Russian  government  had  occupied  the  prin- 
cipalities Austria  changed  her  views  upon  the  subject, 
and  with  reference  to  the  treaty  of  1841,  deemed  it 
necessary  that  there  should  he  a  conference  of  the 
powers  ;  and  the  Austrian  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
having  adopted  a  proposition  of  the  French  government 
as  the  groundwork  of  a  jjroposal  to  Russia,  the  note 
containing  it  was  finally  arranged  and  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  four  powers  on  tlie  31st  of  July.  To 
this  note  the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  given  his  adhesion. 
Supj.osing  the  matter  of  this  note  to  be  fully  arranged, 
there  would  still  remain  the  evacuation  of  the  princi- 
palities;  and  it  was  quite  evident  that  no  settlement 
could  be  satisfactory  that  did  not  include  their  imme- 
diate evacuation,  which,  according  to  tlie  declaration  of 
Prince  Gortschiikoft',  was  to  follow  the  satisfaction  ob- 
tained from  Turkey.  He  must  ask  the  permission  of 
the  house  to  say  nothing  more  upon  this  head,  and 
request  that  the  mode  of  obtaining  the  end  in  view 
might  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  government. 
He  thought  there  was  now  a  fair  prospect  that,  without 
involving  Europe  in  hostilities,  the  independence  and 
integrity  of  Tui lay — which  he  had  always  said  was  a 
main  object  of  her  Majesty's  government — would  be 
secured.  That  object  was  one  which  required  the  vigi- 
lant attention  of  the  government,  and  it  could  only  be 
secured  by  the  union  of  England  and  France,  and  a 
constant  and  friendly  communication  between  them. — 
Mr  Layaud  considered  that  there  had  been  a  want  of 
that  energy  and  decision  in  these  transactions  which 
would  have  been  inluscd  into  our  proceedings  by  Lord 
Falmerston — the  trai.sactions,  in  his  opinion,  involving 
a  great  principle.  He  dwelt  in  much  detail  upon  the 
indications  of  artifice  on  the  part  of  Russia  in  her  con- 
duct towards   Servia,   Wallachia,   and  Moldavia,    and 
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tlenouneed  the  proceedings  of  her  ambassador  at  Con- 
stantinople. He  deprecated  the  attempt  to  erect  an 
independent  Greek  empire  in  Turkey,  which,  divided 
as  Turkey  was  into  antagonistical  portions,  would  be 
broken  up,  like  the  Byzantine  empire,  by  similar  causes. 
Tne  very  moment  that  Constantinople  passed  from  the 
hands  of  the  Turks,  British  India  would  be  in  jeopardy. 
Mere  assurances  by  Russia  were  not  enough  ;  she  should 
have  been  called  upon  to  disarm,  and  precautions  should 
have  been  taken  against  her  movements.  Had  she  been 
told  that  if  she  entered  the  Turkish  territories  it  would 
have  been  con.'sidered  a  casus  belli,  she  would  not  have 
dared  to  cross  thePruth.  Russia  had  now  gained  what  she 
wanted  ;  she  had  shown  that  she  could  enter  Moldavia  and 
Wallachia  whenevershe  choosed  with  impunity,  whereas 
those  principalities  ought  to  be  made,  with  Bessarabia, 
a  barrier  between  her  and  Turkey.  He  believed  that, 
without  having  fired  a  single  shot,  Russia  had  gained 
advantages  which  would  have  repaid  a  fierce  campaign, 
while  we  had  lowered  ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  all 
nations.  The  note  prepared  by  Austria  had  been 
jumped  at  by  Russia;  if  Turkey  refused  the  terms,  we 
must  now  join  Russia  against  her,  and  if  Turkey,  under 
this  terrible  pressure,  did  accept  them,  we  sanctioned 
the  interference  of  Russia  on  behalf  of  12,000.000 
Greeks,  not  Greeks  by  nation  only,  but  by  religion. 
Had  the  cases  been  reversed,  and  Turkey  had  invaded 
the  principalities,  she  woukl  have  been  required  not 
merely  to  evacuate  them,  but  to  pay  all  expenses  and 
make  an  ample  apology  ;  and  nothing  less  would  satisfy 
the  ends  of  justice. — Sir  J.  Pakington  said  that  Lord 
J.  Russell's  statement  was  unsatisfactory. — Lord  D. 
Stuart  disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  government 
in  tliese  transactions  and  censured  with  a,sperity  the 
proceedings  of  Russia. — Mr.  Milnes  thought  Lord  D. 
Stuart  had  borne  too  hardly  upon  the  government, 
though  he  could  not  but  say  that  they  would  liave 
improved  their  position  if  they  had  shown  a  little  more 
confi<lence  in  parliament. — Mr.  Muntz  was  of  opinion 
that  if  we  had  had  a  different  government  a  Russian 
army  would  never  have  marched  into  the  Turkish 
territory.  The  country  felt,  he  said,  that  all  sense  of 
national  honour  was  lost,  and  tliat  we  were  governed  by 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. — -Mr.  Cobden  said,  every- 
body seemed  to  agree  that  the  conduct  of  Ru'-sia  had 
been  treacherous  and  violent,  and  to  rejoice  that  the 
occurrence  had  brought  about  a  sincere  alliance  between 
England  and  France.  The  opinions  expressed  by  Lord 
J.  Russell  were  those  of  the  peo])le  of  England,  for  he 
believed  even  Birmingham  would  rather  support  his 
pacific  policy  than  precipitate  the  country  into  a  war. 
Still  there  was  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  in  this  country 
respecting  Turkey  ;  but  there  was  at  the  same  time  a 
growini;  conviction  in  men's  minds  that  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  the  Turkish  empire,  as  a  maxim  of 
policy,  had  become  an  empty  phrase  and  nothing  more. 
It  was  considered  that  the  Turks  in  Europe  were 
intruders,  that  their  home  was  Asia ;  and  that  the  pro- 
gress of  events  had  demonstrated  that  a  Mahommedan 
power  could  not  be  maintained  in  Europe.  The  inde- 
pendence of  a  country  that  could  not  maintain  itself 
could  not  be  upheld,  and  a  fact  had  now  become 
prominent,  that  for  every  Turk  in  European  Turkey 
there  were  three  Christians.  And  what  was  the  feeling 
of  the  Christian  population  of  Turkey  towards  their 
rulers  ?  He  believed  that,  in  the  interior,  it  was  not 
favourable,  and,  if  he  were  a  rayah  subject  of  the  Porte, 
he  should  say,  "  Give  me  any  Cliristian  government 
rather  than  a  Mahommedan."  This  feeling  of  the 
Christian  part  of  the  population  in  Turkey  would 
become  an  important  part  of  the  subject,  and  we  should 
have  to  address  our  minds  to  the  question  hereafter  what 
we  were  going  to  do  with  Turkey,  for  we  must  not 
think  that  we  could  keep  Turkey  as  it  is.  Mr.  Cobden 
ridiculed  the  notion  of  going  to  war  for  tariffs,  tlie 
futility  of  wliich  policy  experience  had  proved,  and  he 
contended  that  the  importance  of  the  trade  with  Turkey 
had  been  overrated.  He  maintained  that  all  our  com- 
merce ill  the  Black  Sea  was  owing  to  Russian  encroach- 
ments there.  What  could  a  country  like  Turkey, 
without  roads,  contribute  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  .' 
The  balance  of  power  might  be  all  very  well,  but  he 
protested  against  its  being  argued  that  we  were  bound, 


in  the  interest  of  England,  to  maintain  Turkey.  A 
good  deal  was  said  about  the  Russian  power  ;  but  how 
absurd  to  talk  of  a  Russian  army  invading  England  ! 
Why,  she  could  not  move  her  forces  across  her  own 
frontier  without  a  loan.  If  England  engaged  in  war,  it 
would  be  attended  with  consequences  which  the  present 
generation  had  not  reflected  upon,  or  they  would  not 
talk  so  glibly  about  war.  The  government,  he  thought, 
had  done  wisely,  for  themselves  as  well  as  the  country, 
in  disregarding  the  taunts  of  thoughtless  men  and  resist- 
ing the  cry  for  war,  and  he  did  not  blame  them  for  adhering 
to  the  traditional  policy  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of 
Turkey  — Lord  Palmkrston  replied  to  Mr.  Cobden. — 
That  gentleman,  he  said,  had  begun  by  talking  of  main- 
taining the  independence  of  Tuikey,  and  ended  with  en- 
deavouring to  show  that  Turkey  was  notworth defending. 
If  he  had  stood  there  as  an  avowed  advocate  of  Russia 
he  could  not  have  dared  to  pursue  a  course  more  cal- 
culated to  assist  her  views.  Mr.  Cobden  had  forgotten 
the  principles  of  free  trade,  of  which  he  had  been  so 
staunch  a  defender.  Did  he  not  know  that  the  com- 
mercial system  of  Russia  was  eminently  restrictive 
and  prohibitory,  while  that  of  Turkey  was  the  most 
liberal  of  any  country  with  which  we  had  commercial 
relations  ?  The  resources  of  Tuikey,  which  were  con- 
stantly improving,  tended  to  make  her  commerce  every 
year  more  valuable  to  this  country.  Mr.  Cobden, 
again,  was  a  great  advocate  of  non-interference,  and 
what  was  the  matter  which  he  specially  recommended 
to  the  government?  "What  shall  we  do  with  the 
Turkish  emjiire  ?"  Mr.  Cobden  regarded  it  as  a  rotten 
fabric,  and  thought  it  was  high  time  to  consider  what 
we  should  do  with  the  country  when  we  got  rid  of  the 
Mahomniedans.  But  he  (Lord  Palmerston)  did  not 
agree  that  the  Turkish  empire  was  in  a  state  of  decay ; 
he  held  its  maintenance  to  be  not  only  desiralile,  but 
worth  contending  for.  Turkey,  so  far  from  having 
gone  back  in  the  last  thirty  years,  had  made  more  im- 
provements in  social  and  moral  concerns  and  in  religious 
tolerance  than  any  other  country.  "  So  far,  theretore," 
(continued  Lord  Palmerston,)  "  from  going  with  the 
hon.  gentleman  in  that  sort  of  political  slang  which  is 
the  fashion  among  those  who  want  to  partition  and 
devour  Turkey — sc  far  from  talking  of  Turkey  as  a  dead 
body,  an  expiring  body,  or  something  that  cannot  be 
kept  alive — I  am  satisfied  that  if  you  will  only  keep 
out  of  it  those  who  want  to  get  into  it— if  you  will  only 
leave  those  that  are  in  it  to  deal  with  it  in  the  way  in 
which  they  are  now  dealing  with  it,  there  are  countries 
in  Europe  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  has  referred, 
that  are  in  much  more  danger  of  sudden  dissolution 
from  internal  causes  than  Turkey.  Turkey,  it  is  certain, 
has  no  Poland  and  no  Siberia.  I  must  say  that  I  never 
heard  a  speech  more  likely  than  that  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  discourage  a  government  from  pursuing  the 
course  of  policy  which  he  ostensilily  recommends,  or 
more  likely  to  damp  the  proper  feeling  of  the  country 
in  support  of  that  government.  I  am  happy  to  say, 
however,  that  it  is  the  only  speech  of  such  a  nature  that 
we  have  heard  to-night,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  not 
mislead  any  persons  beyond  the  limits  of  this  country 
who  might  be  misled  by  such  statements.  I  trust  that 
the  great  preponderance  of  proper  feeling  and  of  proper 
sentiment  upon  the  subject  which  the  discussion  of  this 
evening  has  elicited,  will  prove  to  all  Europe  what  are 
the  sentiments  of  the  BritisVi  parliament,  and  what  is 
the  fi.xed  determination  of  the  British  nation.  This 
discussion  will  show  that  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's 
government  has  the  support  of  parliament,  and  the 
consent  and  approval  of  tiie  country  ;  and  that,  although 
there  may  be  persons  who  may  wish  to  see  Russia 
extend  her  conquests  over  Turkey,  such  is  not  the  wish 
of  the  British  nation ;  hut  that  the  government  of 
England,  supported  by  the  people  of  England,  are 
determined  to  maintain  the  independence  of  a  country 
wliich  we  think  it  essential  to  maintain  independent 
both  for  political  and  commercial  reasons.  We  do  not 
mean  to  go  with  the  hon.  gentleman  into  a  re-arrange- 
ment of  the  Turkish  empire;  we  do  not  attempt  to 
dictate  to  barbarians,  or  slaves,  or  Greeks,  or  Mussul- 
mans, who  shall  be  their  governors,  or  what  shall  be 
their  form  of  government.  It  has  been  the  policy  of 
her  Majesty's  government  to  give  suck  advice  to  the 
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Turkish  government,  with  a  view  to  the  internal  im- 
provement of  that  country,  as,  while  it  may  on  the  one 
hand  add  to  the  strength  of  the  Turkish  empire,  may, 
on  tlie  other  hand,  contrihute  to  the  liappiness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  people  under  the  rule  of  the  Sultan.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  those  endeavours  h.avc  heen  attended 
■with  most  beneficial  consequences,  and  that  wherever 
our  consular  arrangements  have  been  extended  in  the 
Turkish  empire  we  have  seen  tranquillitj-  increased, 
justice  better  administered,  oppression  cease,  and  those 
benefits  conferred  which  it  must  be  the  anxious  object 
of  the  English  government  to  promote  in  every  country 
where  its  advice  may  be  considered  worthy  of  attention. 
I  am  convinced  that  if  that  system  be  pursued,  and  if 
England,  united  with  France,  shall  say  that  Turkey 
shall  not  be  molested  by  any  other  power,  their  dictum 
will  be  enforced.  I  am  satisfied  that  Turkey  has  within 
itself  the  elements  of  life  and  prosperity,  and  I  believe 
that  the  course  adopted  by  her  Majesty's  government  is 
a  sound  policy,  deserving  the  approbation  of  the  country, 
and  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of  every  British  govern- 
ment to  pursue."  The  debate  was  closed  by  Mr.  H.  D. 
Sbymour,  who  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the 
proper  spirit  shown  by  Lord  Palmcrston. 

On  Friday,  August  19,  Mr.  Aglionby  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Home  Secretary  to  the  reports  which 
had  recently  appeared  of  Outrages  upon  M'omen,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  necessity  which  existed  for  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Phillimore's  recommendation  of  corporal 
punishments  fw-  such  oflences  would  be  fully  recognised 
next  session. — Lord  Palmekston  replied  generally  that 
it  would  be  the  duly  of  government,  if  the  measure 
passed  during  the  present  session  had  not  the  effect 
anticipated,  to  see  what  further  steps  could  be  taken  to 
check  these  outrages,  which  he  had  read  of  with  great 
regret. 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  Lord  D.  Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Russell  could  hold  out  no  hopes  of  a  further  mitigation 
in  the  sentence  of  Edward  Murray,  who  was  now  con- 
fined in  the  vicinity  of  Rome. 

In  reply  to  another  question  from  Lord  D.  Stuart, 
Lord  Palmerston  stated  that  Phillips,  the  Cabman 
who  was  fined  by  Mr.  Henry,  had  had  his  fine  of 
40s.  returned  to  him,  with  another  40s.  for  the  incon- 
venience to  which  he  had  been  exposed. 

The  lords'  amendments  to  a  number  of  bills  were 
agreed  to. 

On  Saturday,  August  20,  the  house  met  at  one  o'clock. 
Many  notices  of  motions  for  next  session  were  made, 
and  returns  answered.  Various  questions  wcie  asked 
and  answered.  Among  others,  Sir  De  L.  Evans 
inquired  Whether  the  Materials  at  the  Camp  at  Chohham 
would  be  set  apart  for  the  Use  of  Militia  Regiments  ? 
The  militia  bi-ing  dispersed  in  public-houses  were  a  great 
interference  with  their  injprovement  and  discipline. — 
Lord.P.^LMEKSTON  said  lie  was  quite  aware  that  incon- 
venience liad  been  experienced  in  the  metropolis  by  the 
present  mode  of  billetting  the  militia,  and  the  attention 
of  government  would  be  directed  to  the  subject. 

In  answer  to  a  questioii  by  Mr.  Bull  respecting  Post 
Office  Arranijemcnts  in  Ireland,  Mr.  J.  WlLSO.'f  took 
the  opportunity  of  stating  some  facts  relating  to  the 
Post  Office  which  are  interesting  to  the  public.  He 
informed  the  house  that,  compared  with  181G  which 
was  five  or  six  years  after  the  penny  postage  had  come 
into  full  operation,  the  daily  number  of  letters  at  present 
passing  through  the  general  Post  Ofiice  was  146,000 
additional,  and  of  newspapers  upwards  of  40,000  more, 
daily.  Taking  the  three  periods  of  1841,  1846,  and  1853, 
the  number  of  letters  which  passed  through  the  Post 
Office  in  the  last  week  in  June  in  each  of  those  years 
was;  In  1841,  3,773,000;  in  1846,  5,053,000;  and  in 
1853,  they  had  increased  to  7,700,000;  so  that  since  1846 
the  number  of  letters  had  increased  2,200,000  a  week. 
.  Then  take  the  registered  letters,  which  required  no  less 
than  four  separate  entries  for  each  letter,  and  the 
signature  of  two  clerks.  In  1846,  the  number  was 
27,000;  in  the  present  year  61,000.  Then  there  was 
another  department,  the  money-order  department,  upon 
which  there  was  a  great  pressure.  la  1841  the  whole 
amount  which  passed  through  that  department  was 
960,000/. ;  in  1852  it  was  9,41^0,000/. ;  and  this  year  it 
would  be  upwards  of  10,000,000/.  if  it  went  on  at  its 


present  rate. — The  house  was  then  summoned  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  parliament  was  prorogued  in  the 
usuiil  manner. 


PROGRESS  OP  BUSINESS. 

House  of  Lords. — July  26tli. — Bankruptcy  (Scotland)  Bill 
passed. — Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland)  Bill  re;id  a  second 
time. — Customs  Duties  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Missiouarj- 
Bishops'  Bill  cummitted. 

2Sth.  — County  Courts  Bill  read  a  first  time.  —  Suc- 
cession Duty  Bill  passed. — Missiouarj'  Bishojis  BiU  passed. 
— Stamp  Duties  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

29th.— Sheriff  Court.s  (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.— 
Elections  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Customs  Duties  Bill 
passed. 

August  1. —  Baron  de  Bode's  case. — Entails  (Scotland)  Bill 
passed. — Stamp  Duties  Bill  passed. — Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland) 
Bill  committed. — India  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

2nd. — Entry  of  Seamen  Bill  road  a  second  time. — Stamp 
Duties  (No.  2)  Bill  passed. 

4th. — Royal  Assent  by  Commission  to  a  number  of  Bills. — 
Sheriff  Courts  (Scotland)  Bill  passed. 

5th. — Combination  of  Workmen  Bill  withdrawn. — India 
Bill  read  a  second  time. — Entry  of  Seamen  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

Sth. — Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland)  Bill  committed. — 
Naval  Coast  Volunteers  Bill  road  a  second  time. — India  Bill 
committed. 

9th. — Irish  Tenure  Bills  read  a  second  time. — Naval  Coast 
Volunteers  Bill  committed. — Newspaper  Stamp  Duties  Bill 
passed. 

lltli. — Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland)  reported. — Assessed 
Taxes  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Naval  Coast  Volunteers  Bill 
passed. 

12th. — Pilotage  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Merchant  Shipping 
Bill  committed. — Government  of  India  Bill  passed. — Univer- 
sities (Scotland)  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Hired  Horses  Duty 
BUI  committed. — Assessed  Taxes  Bill  committed. 

15th. — Royal  Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills. — Pilotage  Bill 
committed. — Thames  Embankment  Bill  passed. — Universities 
(Scotland;  Bill  committed. — Courts  of  Common  Law  (Ireland) 
Bill  p.a.ssed. — Assessed  Taxes  Bill  pas.sed. — Transportation 
Bill,  Commons  Amendments,  agreed  to. — Vaccination  Bill, 
Commons  Amendments,  agreed  to. 

ICth. — Lunatic  Bill.s,  Commons  Amendments  .agreed  to. — 
South  Sea  Di.sscutients  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Betting 
Houses  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Merchant  Shipping  Bill 
passed. — Universities  (Scotland)  Bill  passed. — Smoke  Nuisimce 
Bill  committed. 

ISth. — Consolidated  Fund  Appropriation  Bill  passed. — 
South  Sea  Dissentients  Bill  cummitted. — Betting  Houses 
Bill  committed. — Pilotage  Bill  passed. — Smoke  Nuisance  Bill 
passed. — Customs  Tarifl'Act  Bill  passed. 

19th, — South  Sea  Dissentients  Bill  passed. — Metropolitan 
Sewers  Bill  passed. 

20th. — Prorogation  of  Parliament. 

House  of  Commons. — July  27th. ^Lunacy  Regulation  Bill 
committed. — Lunatic  Asylums  Bill  committed. — India  Bill 
committed. 

28th. — South  Sea  Annuitant.s,  Mr.  Gladstone's  Resolutions. — 
India  Bill  considered  as  amended. — Entiy  of  Seamen  Bill 
passed. — Duties  on  Horses  Bill  committed. — Hackney 
Carriages  Duties  Bill  committed. — Crime  and  Outrage 
(Ireland)  BiU  committed. — Customs  Bill  committed. 

29th. — South  Sea  Annuitants  Bill,  Mr.  Gladstone's  Reso- 
lutions.— India  Bill  passed. — Stamp  Duties  Bill  passed. — 
Scotch  Universities  Bill  committed. — Tninsiiortation  Bill  read 
a  second  time.— Encimibered  Estates  (Ireland)  Bill  passed. 

August  1st. — .Juvenile  Offenders  Bill  read  a  second  time.— 
Naval  Coast  Volunteers  Bill  committed. — Landlord  and  Tenant 
(Ireland)  Bill  passed. — Merchant  Shipping  BiU  passed. — • 
Hackney  Carriige  Duties  Bill  considered  as  amended. — 
Missionary  Bishops'  BiU  pL'Stponed  fur  three  months. — Duties 
on  Horses  Bill  passed. 

2nd.— Charitable  Trusts  BiU  committed. — Ca.se  of  Parsee 
Merchants. — Univereities  of  Scotland  Bill  passed.' — Colonial 
Church  Regulation  Bill  order  for  second  reading  discharged. 

3rd.— Capitular  Estates  Bill  withdrawn.  —  E.xpenses  of 
Elections  Bill  thrown  out. — Lunatics  Bill  committed. — Naval 
Coast  Volunteers  BiU  passed. 

4tli.— New  Writ  for  South  Staffordshire.— Charitable  Funds 
Bill  considered  as  amended. — Ofiice  of  Speaker,  Sir  R.  luglis' 
Itesolutions. — Jamaica,  Statement  by  Lord  J.  Russell. — 
Committee  of  Supply. — Education  Bill,  order  for  second 
reading  discharged. — Betting  Houses  BiU  committed. — South 
Sea  Annuitants  BiU  read  a  second  time. — Smoke  Nuisance 
BiU  connuitted. 

•Oth. — Pilotage  Bill  committed. — South  Sea  Annuitants  Bill 
committed. — Committee  of  Supply. — Assessed  Taxes  Bill 
passed. — Sheriff  Courts  (Scotlaud)  Bill  passed. 

Sth. — Committee  of  Supply. — Customs  Bill  committed. — 
Charitable  Trusts  BUI  passed. — Lunatic  Asyhuus  BUI  passed. 
— Ministers'  Jloney  (Ireland)  Bill  withdrawn.  —  Smoke 
Nuisance  Bijl  committed. — Lunatics  Bill  committed. — New 
Writ  for  Cork. 
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9th. — South  Sea  Dissentients  Bill  passed. — Transportation 
Bill  committed. — Metropolitan  Sewers  Bill  committed. — 
Hackney  Carriage  Duties  Bill  passed. 

10th. — Customs  Bill  passed. — Recovery  of  Personal  Liberty, 
order  for  adjourned  debate  discharged. — Smoke  Nuisance 
Bill  passed. — Betting  Houses  Bill  passed. 

Utli. — Metropolitan  Sewera  Bill  passed. — Lunatics  Bill 
passed. 

l'2th. — Transportation  Bill  passed. — Con-upt  Practices  at 
Elections  Bill  read  a  second  time. — Vaccination  Extension 
Bill  committed. 

13th. — Consolidated  Fund  Appropriation  Bill  passed. — 
Vaccination  Extension  BiU  pas.sed. — Pa.sseugers'  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  committed. 

15th. — New  Writs  for  Dungarvou  and  Stamford. — India 
Bills,  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. — P.assengers  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  passed. — New  Writ  for  Clitheroe. 

16th, — Russia  and  Turkey,  Lord  J.  Russell's  Statement. — 
Charitable  Trusts  Bill,  Lords  Amendment  agi'eed  to. — Courts 
of  Comniou  Law  Bills,  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

19tli. — Turnpike  Acts  Continuance  Bill,  Lords  Amendments 
agreed  to. 

20th.  — Prorogation. 


The  Convocation  of  the  Clercjy  was  prorogued  from 
February  last  to  the  18th  instant.  On  that  day, 
accordingly,  nineteen  members  of  the  lower  house  met 
in  the  Jerusalem  Chamber,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock,  tlie  customary  time  of  commencing  sittings. 
But  the  archbishop  did  not  appear,  neither  did  Dr.  Pea- 
cock, the  iirolooutor.  The  Reverend  Canon  Words- 
worth entered  the  chamber  and  made  an  unofficial 
explanation.  Dv.  Peacock  was  staying  at  his  house  ;  he 
couUl  not  attend  the  meeting  because  the  archbishop 
was  not  there  to  constitute  a  House  of  Convocation. 
Dr.  Peacock  had  on  the  17th  sent  a  request  to  Mr.  Dyke, 
the  registrar,  that  he  would  name  the  hour  of  meeting. 
A  verbal  message  stated  that  Mr.  Dyke  was  not  in  town  ; 
but,  from  a  priv.ite  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Dyke  to 
the  abbey  jiorter,  they  learned  that  the  archbishop 
would  not  be  there  until  three  o'clock.  Considering 
this  a  want  of  courtesy,  the  reverend  gentlemen  went  in 
a  body,  on  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Wordsworth,  to  call  on 
the  prolocutor.  At  three  o'clock  these  gentlemen  again 
met  in  the  Jerusalem  Chamber ;  and  soon  after,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  appeared  with  his  function- 
aries. Dr.  Peacock,  in  the  name  of  tlie  members  of  the 
Lower  House  there  assembled,  respectfully  represented 
to  his  grace,  that  no  intimation  had  been  given  to  him, 
as  prolocutor,  nor  to  the  members  of  convocation  gene- 
rally, that  the  proceedings  would  not  commence  at  the 
usual  hour;  and  he  prayed  that  such  orders  might  be 
given  as  may  prevent  a  similar  occurrence  in  future. 
The  archbishop  said,  he  thought  that  at  the  time  of  the 
last  adjournment,  it  was  so  fully  understood  the  present 
meeting  would  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  prorogation, 
that  there  could  not  possibly  have  been  any  misunder- 
standing on  the  subject.  He  was  not  aware  that  there 
had  been  an)'  expectation  that  business  would  be  trans- 
acted ;  and  he  thougVit  that  was  sufficiently  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  no  members  of  the  Upper  House  were 
now  present.  He  must,  however,  express  his  regret  that 
any  misunderstanding  had  occurred,  which  might  have 
subjected  some  of  the  clergy  present  to  inconvenience. 
The  usual  writ  was  read,  and  Convocation  stood  prorogued 
until  the  10th  November.     No  hour  was  mentioned. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
Corrupt  Practices  at  Ehclions  for  tlie  Borough  of  Can- 
terbury have  issued  a  detailed  report.  They  find,  that 
direct  money  bribery  was  practised  at  the  election  in 
1847;  that  it  was  practised  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
George  Henry  Smythe,  but  that  there  is  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  same  was  done  with  the  consent  or  know- 
ledge of  Lord  Albert  Conyngham,  the  other  burgess 
elected,  or  of  Mr.  Vance  and  Lord  Pelham  Clin- 
ton, the  unsuccessful  candidates ;  that  in  1850, 
Alderman  Brent  gave  a  f-uni  of  'ill.  10s.  to  Charles 
Goodwin  for  his  vote  in  behalf  of  Colonel  Romilly, 
without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  Colonel  Ilomilly  ; 
that  direct  money  bribery  procured  the  return  of  Mr. 
Gipps  and  Mr.  Butler  Johnstone  in  1852,  with  the  con- 
sent of  Mr.  Gipps,  but  without  the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  Mr.  Johnstone.  Finally,  they  "find  that  corrupt 
practices  have  extensively  prevailed  in  the  city  of  Can- 
terbury at  the  last  election  of  members,  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  the  said  city  and  at  previous  elections." 


The  new  act  on  the  future  Government  of  India  has 
been  printed.  It  is  to  take  effect  on  the  30th  of  April 
next  year,  when  the  act  now  in  force  will  terminate. 
By  this  new  statute,  until  parliament  shall  otherwise 
provide,  the  British  territories  in  India,  are  to  be  con- 
tinued under  the  government  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, subject  to  the  conditions  now  imposed.  After  the 
second  Wednesday  in  April  the  authority  of  the  present 
directors  is  to  cease,  and  there  are  to  be  eighteen 
directors  of  the  company.  Her  Majesty  is  to  appoint 
three  of  the  first  directors  for  two,  four,  and  six  years, 
and  they  must  have  served  three  years  in  India.  The 
ordinary  term  of  office  of  a  dir-ector  is  to  be  six  years, 
and  directors  are  to  be  eligible  for  re-election.  The 
qualification  for  a  director  is  to  be  the  holder  of  1000^. 
East  India  Stock.  The  directors  appointed  by  her  Maj  est  j' 
may  sit  in  parliament.  Legislative  councillors  are  to  be 
added  to  the  council  of  India  for  making  laws  and  regu- 
lations. All  appointments  of  members  of  the  council 
are  to  be  subject  to  the  approbation  of  her  Majesty.  The 
other  provisions  have  reference  to  the  India  Board,  the 
salaries  to  be  paid,  and  to  other  matters  connected  with 
the  future  government  of  India. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  most  appalling  Suicide  occurred  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  31st  ult.,  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Burnes, 
fruiterer,  London-street,  Greenwich.  The  unfortunate 
deceased,  Lavinia  Mary  Cuthbert,  was  a  married 
woman,  who,  with  her  husband,  for  some  time  past,  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Shove,  corn-dealer,  but  had 
been  lately  discharged.  It  appears  that  she  went  to  her 
bedroom,  and,  after  a  short  time  was  discovered  to  have 
ripped  open  her  stomach  with  her  husband's  razor,  and 
before  medical  assistance  could  be  brought  to  her  aid, 
she  had  expired.  An  inquest  was  held  next  day,  when 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Temporary  derange- 
ment." 

In  the  Rolls  Court,  on  the  1st  inst.,  judgment  was 
given  in  the  case  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  which 
has  been  for  some  time  before  the  court,  on  an  informa- 
tion to  obtain  a  decree  for  the  regulation  and  future 
management  of  two  charities,  the  one  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Cross,  at  Winchester,  and  the  other  the  Almshouses 
of  Noble  Poverty  at  Winchester  practically  united  in 
the  same  charity.  Sir  John  Romilly  took  a  review  of 
its  history.  The  Hospital  was  founded  in  the  twelfth 
century,  by  Henry  de  Blois ;  the  Almshouse  in  1446,  by 
Cardinal  Beaufort;  and  they  were  intended  for  the  sup- 
port of  thirteen  poor  men,  and  the  giving  of  a  dinner 
every  day  to  one  hundred  poor  men,  with  other  benefits 
for  the  indigent.  Three  several  times  the  Master  of  the 
Hospital  had  attempted  to  obtain  the  revenues  for  his 
own  use  :  once  in  the  fourteenth  century,  when  William 
of  Wykehani  successfully  resisted  the  att"mpt;  again  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  an  act  of  Parliament  was 
passed  to  confirm  the  original  trust ;  and  yet  again  in 
1696.  In  this  year  the  brethren  and  two  chaplains 
agreed  to  a  document  called  a  "consuetudinarium,"  or 
settlement  of  the  custom  of  administering  the  funds  of 
the  hospital,  making  over  the  revenues  to  the  master. 
This  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  the  visitor,  sanctioned. 
A  more  barefaced  document  than  this  (said  the  jud^e) 
could  not  be  imagined,  nor  a  more  manifest  and  wilful 
breach  of  trust.  Nevertheless  it  had  subsisted  for 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  though  not 
without  warnings.  The  present  master  is  the  Reverend 
the  Earl  of  Guildford,  and  the  estates  are  very  valuable. 
Sir  John  Romilly  decreed,  that  there  must  be  an 
injunction  to  restrain  future  grants  by  lease,  and  a 
reference  to  inquire  if  the  leases  now  in  existence  were 
granted  by  fine.  With  respect  to  the  Earl  of  Guildford, 
he  must  account  for  monies  received  from  the  date  of  the 
information,  and  be  held  answerable  to  keep  the 
buildings  in  a  state  of  repair. 

An  important  Railway  Case  was  tried  at  the  Croydon 
Assizes  on  the  1st  inst.  The  Honourable  Francis  Scott, 
chairman  of  the  South  Western  Railway  Company,  and 
Mr.  Joseph  Beattie,  superintendent  of  the  locomotive 
department,  surrendered  to  take  their  trial  for  the  man- 
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slaughter  of  Charles  Cannon.  The  grand  jury  had 
ignored  the  bill,  and  the  gentlemen  were  arraigned  on 
the  coroner's  inquisition.  Cannon  was  a  porter  at 
Farnham  ;  he  heard  a  train  approaching,  and  evidently 
thought  it  was  one  that  stopped  at  the  station ;  but  it 
■was  a  survey  train,  containing  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Beattie. 
Cannon  tried  to  cross  the  line,  but  before  he  could 
mount  a  low  wall  on  the  further  side  the  train  struck 
him.  The  railway  from  Ash  to  Alton  is  merely  a  single 
line;  it  was  permitted  to  be  opened  by  the  government 
ins[)ector  on  the  understanding  that  not  more  than  one 
engine  should  be  upon  it  at  the  same  moment.  But  on 
the  evening  when  Cannon  was  killed  there  was  a  pas- 
sengertrain  closely  following  the  survey-train.  No 
notice  had  been  sent  forward  that  the  survey-train  was 
coming ;  and  the  passengfr-train  would  have  stopped 
short  of  the  spot  where  Cannon  was  killed.  The  con- 
clusion which  the  coroner's  jury  had  drawn  from  these 
facts  was,  that  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Beattie,  for  who^e  use 
the  survey-train  proceeded  from  Guildford  before  the 
passenger-train,  were  answerable  for  the  death  of  the 
porter.  The  Chief  Baron  intimated  that  he  did  not 
consider  that  the  accused  were  responsible  for  matters 
which  were  not  under  their  personal  control ;  in  his 
opinion,  a  railway  chairman  or  director  who  engaged  a 
special  train  was  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  an 
ordinnry  traveller;  he  might  reasonably  suppose  that  all 
that  was  necessary  to  be  done  would  be  done  by  the 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  railway,  upon  whom  that 
duty  dt-Yolved  ;  and  he  would  not  be  responsible  unless 
it  was  shown  that  he  had  done  some  personal  act  or 
given  some  directions  which  led  to  the  accident.  The 
counsel  for  the  prosecution  said  that  it  would  be  useless 
for  him  to  call  witnesses  if  the  judge  ruled  thus  upon 
the  point  of  law.  The  Chief  Baron  then  addressed  the 
jury  at  some  length.  He  said — "  I  intend  to  state 
distinctly  the  grounds  on  which  it  appears  to  me  that 
that  which  the  learned  counsel  opened  to  you  cannot  be 
made  a  crime.  It  is  very  true,  as  is  stated,  that  one  of 
these  defendants  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  in 
London,  and  the  other  of  them,  as  is  said,  is  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Traffic  Department  in  London:  hut 
when  these  gentlemen  are  remote,  as  we  may  call  it, 
from  the  scene  of  their  usual  seat  of  business,  that  is, 
from  London,  I  think  it  is  a  great  deal  too  much  to 
make  it  a  matter  either  of  presumption — certainly  it  is 
not  legal  presumption  (I  think  it  ought  to  be  proved 
from  evidence) — of  any  negligmce  on  their  part  that 
this  accident  occurred  ;  and  I  tliink  if  they,  at  Guildford, 
twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  London,  ordered  a  special 
train,  they  were  just  as  little  responsible  as  any  entire 
stranger.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  hardly  justice  to 
expect  that  the  chairman,  because  he  is  chairman,  and 
the  superintindent  of  tlie  traffic,  (if  the  other  defendant 
is  so,)  should  be  personally  acquainted  with  the  starting 
of  every  train — with  the  times  at  which  it  stops  at  this 
place,  and  where  it  stops,  and  with  all  the  details  ot  the 
railway  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  If  these 
gentlemen  could  be  made  responsible,  on  this  sort  of 
evidence,  for  an  accident  which  occurred  between 
Guildford  and  Ash,  or  wherever  the  place  was,  the  per- 
sons connected  with  a  railway  to  Edinburgh,  or  persons 
connected  with  an  entire  sjstem  of  travelling  from 
Loi  dun  to  Paris,  or  from  London  to  much  more  remote 
places — if  the  extension  of  railways  should  open  con- 
veniences to  more  distant  parts  of  the  globe  in  one 
journey — would  be  also  responsible.  How  monstrous 
it  would  be  to  make  a  man,  because  he  is  the  chairman 
of  a  b'ard  in  London,  responsible  for  any  accident  that 
may  happen  at  Edinburgh,  or  it  were  the  means  of 
making  a  criminal  inquiry  necessary  on  such  a  matter, 
and  the  party  responsible  for  an  accident  happening 
some  hundred  milts  off  on  the  other  side  of  the  Channel  ! 
A  man  who  orders  a  special  train  at  a  particular  station 
expects  that  he  is  there  merely  as  a  passenger ;  expects 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  care  that  the  traffic  is 
there  safely  carried  on,  and  that  due  attention  be  paid 
to  the  manner  in  which  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
starting  and  the  safe  travelling  of  the  special  train. 
These  are  matters  which  are  conducted  by  men  of 
business  ;  and,  as  I  understood  from  the  counsel,  there 
is  no  mode  of  bringing  home  to  either  of  these  gentlemen 
any  personal  knowltdge  upon  the  subject  of  any  indivi- 


dual carelessness.  But  the  argument  seems  to  be  this — 
because  you  as  the  chairman,  because  you  were  connected 
with  the  concern  in  London,  you  ought  to  have  known 
everything  about  the  station  at  Guildford,  and  to  have 
taken  care  that  everything  was  safe.  I  must  say  that  it 
anpears  to  me  that  the  two  persons  in  question  who  at 
Guildford  order  this  special  train  would  have  no  more 
to  do  with  the  arrangements  than  a  mere  stranger." 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty." 

At  the  Kingston  Assizes  a  case  of  Seduction  was  tried, 
in  which  the  plaintive  was  Mr.  Atkinson,  solicitor,  of 
Peterborough;  the  defendant,  Mr.  Barry  Baldwin, 
formerly  member  for  Totnes.  The  allegations  were,  that 
Mr.  Baldwin  had  taken  advantage  of  a  friendly  intimacy 
wiih  the  family  of  Mr.  Atkinson  to  seduce  his  wife. 
The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  showed  Mr.  Baldwin 
was  about  sixty-five  years  of  age,  the  lady  under  forty; 
that  they  lived  together  in  the  same  house  at  Ramsgate, 
where  Mrs.  Atkinson  was  staying  for  the  benefit  of  her 
health,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  who  had  not 
the  least  suspicion  of  the  intentions  of  Mr.  Baldwin. 
Something,  however,  excited  his  attention  ;  and  when 
he  was  called  away  to  Totnes  on  the  election  business 
of  Mr.  Baldwin,  he  left  orders  that  all  letters  addressed 
to  Mrs.  Atkinson,  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
should  be  forwarded  to  him.  One  letter  was  intercepted; 
it  led  to  inquiries ;  and  the  landlady  and  servants  of  the 
boarding-house  at  Ramsgate  supplied  direct  evidence  of 
improper  intimacy.  The  defence  was,  that  Mr.  Atkinson 
had  exposed  his  wife  to  temptation,  and  in  other  ways 
had  behaved  in  a  disgusting  manner.  The  jury  found  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff;  damages  40«. 

The  case  of  Constant  Derra  de  Monroda  versus 
Dawson  and  others,  known  as  the  "  Von  Beck  Affair." 
has  been  again  tried  at  the  Warwick  Assizes.  The  trial 
rose  out  of  the  arrest  of  the  soi-disant  Baroness  Von 
Beck  and  Constant  Derra,  at  Birmingham,  in  1851,  on 
the  charge  of  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences. 
The  "Baroness"  died  in  prison,  and  Derra  was  dis- 
charged. He  brought  an  action  against  Mr.  Dawson 
and  three  other  gentlemen,  and  was  defeated  on  tech- 
nical grounds.  In  the  present  case  the  technicalities 
were  surmounted,  and  the  same  evidence  was  tendered 
as  before.  The  legal  question  was,  who  made  the 
charge  ?  Mr.  Justice  Maule  thought  it  was  clear  that 
Mr.  Dawson  and  the  other  defendants  did  make  the 
charge.  Then,  was  it  made  maliciously  ?  That  might 
be  inferred  from  the  absence  of  a  reasonable  or  probable 
cause.  For  instance,  if  persons  made  a  charge,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  having  an  offender  tried,  but  to  make 
the  charge  public,  or  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating 
their  characters,  that  was  an  improper  motive.  Upon 
the  question  of  damages,  the  Judge  said,  the  suffering 
of  the  plaintiff  would  have  to  be  mainly  considered,  and 
the  condition  of  the  defendants.  If  "they  were  very 
poor,  very  ignorant,  or  very  stupid,  that  might  be  ground 
for  mitigating  damages."  The  jury  iouud  for  the 
plaintiff;  damages  800i. 

In  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Court,  on  the  3rd  inst, 
judgment  was  given  in  the  case  of  Richard  Dunn,  the 
Iri.sh  barrister,  so  notorious  for  his  pertinacious  endea- 
vours to  extort  money  from  Miss  Burdett  Cuutts.  Mr. 
Commissioner  Law  stated  the  proceedings  that  had 
taken  place  from  the  commencement  of  the  annoyance 
by  the  insolvent  of  Miss  Burdett  Coutts  in  1838  to  the 
present  time.  In  1811  the  insolvent  was  in  custody  for 
the  costs  of  an  action  brought  by  him  against  Mr. 
Alexander,  a  friend  of  Miss  Coutts,  for  an  alleged  false 
imprisonment  arising  out  of  his  nnnoyance  of  that 
lady  at  Harrogate,  and  remained  3|  years  in  custody 
before  he  attempted  to  obtain  his  di^charge.  During 
that  time  it  was  that  the  insolvent  received  the  absurd 
stanzas  upon  which  he  pretended  to  have  authority  to 
draw  upon  Coutts's  bank  for  any  amount;  which  he  did 
by  drawing  a  cheque  for  100,000/.,  first  coolly  giving 
the  partners  notice  that  they  might  be  prepared,  as  he 
had  no  desire  to  take  them  by  surprise  or  ciush  them. 
Upon  payment  of  the  cheque  being  refused,  he  pro- 
ceeded under  the  Bankruptcy  Act  against  the  firm,  and 
made  an  affidavit  of  the  debt  being  due,  for  which  he 
was  indicted  and  found  guilty  of  perjury  before  Lord 
Denman  in  February  1847,  who  sentenced  him  to  eigh- 
teen months'   imprisonment,  and  to  find  securities  to 
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keep  the  peace  for  two  years,  after  his  discharge  in 
August  1850;  in  November  1851  he  brought  an  action 
upon  the  same  document  against  Miss  Coutts,  the  costs 
ot  which,  for  not  proceeding  to  trial,  form  the  judgment 
upon  which  the  insolvent  is  now  in  custody.  The  com- 
missioner said  it  would  be  an  insult  to  common  sense 
to  discuss  for  a  moment  whether  the  stanzas  were 
written  or  not  by  Miss  Coutts.  Up  to  the  present 
moment  the  insolvent  had  never  seen  Miss  Coutts  write, 
nor  ever  heard  her  voice,  except  in  a  court  of  justice, 
and  never  received  a  letter  from  her  in  his  life,  but  she 
had  received  letters  from  the  insolvent  of  the  most 
impertinent  and  unwarrantable  character.  He  had 
looked  through  the  whole  evidence,  and  there  was  not 
a  fragment  of  fact  or  substance  to  justify  the  insolvent 
in  persevering  in  the  belief  that  he  was  right.  The 
commissioner  made  some  very  severe  remarks  upon  the 
conduct  and  proceedings  of  the  insolvent,  and  said  the 
case  was  one  of  much  aggravation,  and  concluded  by 
announcing  that  the  insolvent  would  be  discharged  as 
to  his  other  creditors,  but  with  respect  to  the  judgment 
upon  which  he  was  detained  he  would  not  be  discharged 
until  he  had  been  imprisoned  for  ten  months.  The 
insolvent  thanked  the  commissioner  for  the  sentence, 
and  applied  for  the  return  of  the  alleged  authority 
which  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  the  court.  The 
commissioner  refused  to  part  with  it.  The  insolvent 
was 'then  re-conveyed  to  Whitecross-street  prison. 

A  Trial  of  an  Extraordinary  Character,  ending  in 
the  disclosure  of  a  deep-laid  conspiracy,  has  taken  place 
at  the  Gloucester  assizes.  The  case  was  tried  before 
Justice  Cdleridge  and  a  special  jury,  and  occupied  three 
days,  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  inst.  A  man,  who  called 
himself  "  Sir  Richard  Smyth,"  brought  an  action  for 
ejectment  against  the  successor  of  the  late  Sir  Hugh 
Smyth,  of  Ashton  Hall,  near  Bristol.  He  claimed  to  be 
the  son  of  Sir  Hugh,  and  the  heir  of  all  his  property. 
His  claim,  according  to  the  statement  of  his  counsel, 
was  founded  on  the  following  circumstances  : — He  was 
the  son  of  Sir  Hugh  and  a  Miss  Jane  Vanderbergh,  who 
were  married  in  Ireland,  in  1796.  A  family  bible  with 
the  entry  of  the  marriage  was  put  in,  signed  by  Dr. 
Lovett,  the  Vicar  of  Lismore,  Hugh  Smyth,  Jane  Van- 
derbergh, Caroline  Bernard,  John  S.  Vanderbergh,  and 
Consena  Lovett.  Of  this  marriase  the  plaintiif  was 
born,  at  Bath;  and  in  the  same  bible  an  entry  of  his 
baptism  was  found.  The  boy  was  consigned  to  the  care 
of  LydiaReed,  and  brought  up  in  the  house  of  a  car- 
penter named  Provis,  at  Warminster,  in  Wiltshire.  He 
was  educated  at  Winchester,  and  subsequently  went 
abroad.  In  1814,  a  man  named  Grace,  Sir  Hugh's 
butler,  represented  that  the  boy  was  dead  ;  but  in  1822, 
Sir  Hugh,  having  reason  to  believe  that  this  statement 
was  false,  executed  a  paper  acknowledging  the  boy  to 
be  his  son.  The  document  was  put  in,  and  purported 
to  be  signed  by  Sir  Hugh  Smyth,  his  brother  John 
Smyth,  James  Abbott,  William  Dohbson,  and  William 
Edwards.  It  virtually  contained  a  resume  of  the  plain- 
tiff's story.  A  deed  was  executed  in  1823,  signed  by  the 
same  persons,  except  John  Smyth,  Sir  Hugh's  brother, 
whom  he  constituted  his  sole  executor,  confident  that 
he  would  do  his  lost  son  justice.  These  two  documents 
were  found,  the  former  in  the  possession  of  Lydia Reed's 
family,  the  latter  in  that  of  an  attorney's  clerk.  The 
plaintiff  supported  himself  on  the  Continent  until  1826, 
when  he  returned  to  England,  and  gained  his  living  by 
lecturing  in  schools.  In  1849,  he  became  convinced 
that  he  was  the  son  of  Sir  Hugh  Smyth  ;  and  accord- 
ingly he  introduced  himself  to  John  Smyth,  then  Sir 
John  Smyth,  his  uncle,  and  disclosed  his  relationship. 
Sir  John  seemed  greatly  agitated,  and  next  mnrning  he 
was  found  dead  in  his  bed. — In  support  of  this  story 
various  witne-ses  were  called.  The  Reverend  George 
Turner  Seymour  deposed  that  some  of  the  signatures 
were  Sir  Hugh's,  some  doubtful.  Mr.  Holland  King- 
ston, of  Bandon,  recognised  the  signature  of  Dr.  Lovett 
as  soon  as  he  saw  it.  Captain  Smyth  Bernard,  son  of 
the  first  Lady  Bandon — the  "Caroline"  of  the  marriage 
entry  on  the  bible — deposed  that  his  grandmother's  name 
was  Hesther,  and  that  of  his  mother,  the  first  Lady 
Bandon,  "  Catherine  Henrietta."  He  also  deposed  that 
there  never  was  a  Caroline  Bernard  in  his  family.  But 
John  Symes,  who  had  been  taken  out  of  a  workhouse 


to  give  evidence,  and  Ann  Symes,  the  son  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  clergyman  alleged  to  have  baptised  the 
plaintiff,  spoke  to  his  hand-writing  in  the  entry  of 
baptism.  The  Honourable  Caroline  Courtenay  Boyle 
said,  that  "Isabella  Thynne,"  the  name  of  the  other 
witness  to  the  baptism,  was  in  the  handwriting  of  that 
lady  ;  and  Rich,  a  clerk  at  Drummond's  bank,  said  the 
signature  was  so  like  that  he  would  have  paid  a  check 
presented  with  such  a  signature.  Mrs.  Grace,  the 
widow  of  Grace  the  butler,  had  never  heard  her  husband 
speak  of  the  plaintiff.  Several  witnesses  spoke  to  the 
signature  of  "  John  Smyth"  and  "  James  Abbott." 
One  of  the  witnesses,  however,  shuffled  so  that  the 
Judge  said  he  had  a  great  mind  to  commit  him. 
There  was  some  doubt  and  contradiction  as  to  the 
signatures  "  William  Dobbson"  and  "  William 
Edwards:"  the  "  Dobbson,"  having  two  h's,  made  it 
doubtful  in  the  opinion  of  his  relatives.  A  seal  having 
the  Smyth  motto  was  here  handed  to  the  Judge : 
the  motto  of  the  Smyth  family  is  "  Qui  capit  capitur  ;" 
the  motto  on  this  seal  was  "  Qui  capit  capitor." 
The  remaining  witness  was  "  Sir  Richard  Hugh 
Smyth,"  the  plaintiff  himself;  a  man  of  middle  size, 
sallow  complexion,  iron-grey  hair  carefully  combed, 
scanty  whiskers,  and  the  manner  of  a  practised  lecturer. 
He  gave  his  evidence  at  great  length,  supporting  his 
story  by  minute  details  :  mentioning  a  host  of  names  of 
persons  with  whom  he  had  been  connected,  and  relating 
how  he  became  possessed  of  the  documentary  evidence 
in  support  of  his  claim,  and  the  jewels.  He  said  thiit 
old  Provis,  with  whom  he  had  been  brought  up,  gave 
him,  after  much  entreaty  and  some  violence,  the  Bible 
and  some  jewellery.  A  new-looking  morocco  case  was 
here  e,xliibited,  containing  a  miniature  portrait  which 
the  plaintiff  supposed  was  that  of  his  mother,  four  gold 
rings,  and  two  brooches.  One  ring  was  marked  with 
the  initials  "  J.  B  ,"  suggested  to  be  those  of  "  James 
Bernard."  A  brooch  was  marked  with  the  words 
"  Jane  Gookin  "  at  length.  He  obtained  these  evidences 
in  1838,  and  from  that  time  he  had  made  inquiries.  He 
told  how  he  had  called  on  several  solicitoi-s,  who  de- 
manded a  bond  for  costs  before  they  would  take  up  the 
case  ;  but  at  length  he  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Catlin  of 
Lincoln's-inn-fields,  and  that  gentleman  took  up  the 
case.  He  accounted  for  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
deeds,  that  of  1823,  by  saying  that  it  came  to  him  from 
London  by  railway  ;  that  of  1822  he  declared  he  had  not 
seen  until  that;  day.  A  portrait  of  Sir  Hugh,  he  said, 
he  got  from  Provis.  Under  a  searching  cross-examina- 
tion by  Sir  Frederick  Thesiger,  the  plaintiff  became 
bewildered.  Several  times  he  contradicted  himself; 
statements  he  had  made  in  letters  previously  written 
were  by  his  own  confession  full  of  falsehoods.  It  was 
shown  that  he,  the  lecturer  on  education,  spelled  very 
badly;  but  he  accounted  for  his  own  peculiarities  of 
orthography  by  variations  in  the  dictionaries:  "set 
aside  "  he  spelled  sett  asside  ;  "  rapid  "  rappid  ;  "  scru- 
tiny," screicteney  ;  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Kno.x,  son  of 
Lord  Ranfurley,  was  A'ox.  Finally,  he  utterly  broke 
down  in  attempting  again  to  account  for  the  possession 
of  the  deeds.  He  had  declared  that  he  received  one 
document  on  the  sevcitteeiiih  i<i  March,  and  that  from 
the  seal  on  that  document  he  ordered  a  seal  to  be 
engraved  :  but  it  was  shown  that  he  had  ordered  the  seal 
at  least  as  early  as  the  thirtecntJi,  of  March.  Not  only 
this,  but  with  another  seal,  alleged  to  have  been  taUen 
from  that  on  the  document  of  1823,  which  carried  the 
motto  "  Qui  capit  capitor,"  and  which  was  received  by 
the  plaintiff,  as  he  said,  on  the  7th  of  June,  he  had 
actually  sealed  a  letter  on  the  13th  of  March.  Another 
discovery  was  here  made.  A  jeweller  in  Oxford-street, 
who  had  read  the  report  of  the  commencement  of  the 
trial  in  the  Times,  sent  a  telegraphic  message  to  Sir 
Frederick  Thesiger  at  Gloucester,  and  from  that  message 
Sir  P'rederick  put  a  que-tion  —  Sir  F.  Thesiger:  Did 
you  on  the  19th  of  January  last  apply  to  a  person  at 
361,  Oxford-street,  to  engrave  the  ring  with  the  Bandon 
crest,  and  the  brooch  wiih  the  words  "  Jane  Gookin  ?  " 
— Plaintiff:  Yes,  I  did.  The  ring  and  brooch  were 
produced,  and  he  admitted  these  were  tlie  articles.  At 
this  admission  there  was  an  expression  of  surprise  in  the 
court,  as  scarcely  any  one  expected  that  he  would 
frankly  admit  the  fact,  he  had  fenced  so  continually 
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with  every  preceding  question.  But  he  now  appeared 
quite  crest-fallen. — Sir  F.  Thesiger :  You  said  yesterday, 
that  for  eighteen  months  you  were  in  the  house  of  Dr. 
Williams,  in  Parliament-street,  during  the  years  1818 
and  1819,  suffering  from  illness  ?— Plaintiff ;  I  did  not 
say  Dr.  Williams.— Sir  F.  Thesiger  :  Now  were  you  not 
during  those  eighteen  months  in  Ilchestcr  Gaol,  under  a 
con-viction  for  horse-stealing? — Plaintiff:  No;  I  was 
not. — Sir  F.  Thesiger :  Were  you  not  sentenced  to 
death,  under  the  name  of  Thomas  Provis,  for  stealing  a 
gelding,  the  goods  and  chattels  of  George  Hadden  ;  and 
was  not  your  sentence  commuted  to  eighteen  months' 
imprisonment,  in  consideration  of  your  youth  ? — 
Plaintiff:  It  was  not  I ;  it  must  be  some  other  person. — 
Sir  F.  Thesiger  :  Have  you  got  the  marks  of  the  evil  on 
your  neck,  and  also  on  your  right  hand  ?  The  witness 
hesitated,  and  at  last  bared  neck  and  hand,  and  there 
the  marks  were  apparent.  Those  on  the  right  hand 
were  the  marks  he  said  yesterday  were  inflicted  in  child- 
birth, and  which  he  represented  in  the  deed  as  the  inde- 
lible marks  of  identity  in  the  Smyth  family. — Sir  F. 
Thesiger:  You  mentioned  in  one  of  your  letters  that 
you  were  at  Colonel  Hadden's  on  a  visit  ? — Plaintiff:  I 
do  not  remember  the  name. — Sir  F.  Thesiger:  Was  his 
name  George  Hadden  ?— Plaintiff:  I  do  not  know.  Here 
Sir  F.  Thesiger  pointed  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
motto  on  the  deed  of  1823  was  "  Qui  capit  capitor."  The 
cross-examination  was  continued  a  brief  space  further ; 
when  the  judge  spoke  to  Mr.  Bovill,  the  plaintiff's 
counsel,  and  that  gentleman  said  that  after  the  most 
appalling  exhibition  which  had  been  made,  he  and  his 
brethren  would  not  continue  the  contest  any  longer.  In 
this  the  judge  and  Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  concurred, 
highly  praising  Mr.  Bovill  for  his  general  conduct.  The 
plaintiff  was  ordered  into  custody  on  a  charge  of  perjury. 
It  seemed  the  general  opinion  of  the  court  that  the  soli- 
citors and  all  who  had  spoken  to  the  handwriting  had 
acted  honestly.  Smyth  has  been  committed  for  trial,  by 
a  Gloucestershire  police-magistrate,  for  forgery.  'The 
seal-engravers,  Moring  and  Cocks,  proved  that  the  seals 
applied  to  the  documents  had  been  ordered  of  them.  It 
happens,  too,  that  one  of  the  seals  was  engraved  by  a 
process  which  has  only  been  invented  within  these  few 
years. 

A  singular  case  of  a  man  %vho  has  been  Thirty-six 
Years  in  Prison  was  heard  before  Mr.  Justice  Williams, 
at  his  chambers,  on  the  13th  inst.  The  defendant  was 
a  Mr.  Candlin,  who  had  been  committed  to  Montgomery 
gaol  in  1817.  He  was  subsequently  removed  to  the 
Fleet,  and  when  that  prison  was  closed  to  the  Queen's 
Prison.  He  now  attended  on  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  and  applied  for  his  discharge  on  the  ground  that 
he  was  unjustly  and  unlawfully  kept  in  prison  and  bad 
been  so  for  more  than  twenty  years.  He  urged  that 
when  the  prison  in  Wales  was  closed  he  was  entitled  to 
his  discharge.  A  return  to  the  writ  of  habeas  was  pro- 
duced by  the  officer  of  the  Queen's  prison.  Two  profes- 
sional gentlemen  attended  in  opposition.  They  informed 
his  lordship  that  a  similar  application  was  made  two 
years  ago  to  Mr.  Justice  Wightman,  and  he  had  told 
the  defendant  to  file  his  schedule  in  the  Insolvent 
Debtor's  Court,  where  some  years  ago  a  vesting  order 
■was  made,  and  a  solicitor  had  offered  to  proceed  f  )r  him 
free  of  expense,  but  he  would  not  let  him.  The  defendant 
declared  that  it  was  not  true.  He  produced  several 
papers,  and  entreated  his  lordship  to  order  his  discharge 
after  his  long  imprisonment.  His  lordship  told  the  old 
man  that  he  could  not  assist  him  ;  he  must  file  his 
schedule.  The  defendant  considered  that  he  was  un- 
justly detained  and  would  not  file  his  schedule.  Mr. 
Justice  Williams  said  he  must  take  the  consequence  of 
his  obstinacy  and  remanded  him  to  prison. 

A  daring  Garotte  Robbery  was  committed  near  Not- 
tingham, on  Saturday  night,  the  13th  inst.  Mr.  Sher- 
brooke  Lowe  Beecher,  of  Shakespeare-street,  was  walk- 
ing in  a  field  called  Fothergill's-tlose,  in  the  meadows 
near  the  town,  when  two  men  came  up  and  accosted 
him,  asking  him  if  he  were  not  aware  that  he  was  tress- 
passing. Mr.  Beecher  answered  that  he  was  not,  and 
that  he  knew  the  owner  of  the  field  perfectly  well. 
They  then  told  him  that  he  was,  and  inquired  if  he 
would  go  to  the  Nottingham  Police-office  or  to  Lenton 
(a  village  near).     Mr.  Beecher  said  he  would  willingly 


go  with  them  to  the  police-office.  They,  however,  in  • 
sisted  that  he  should  accompany  them  to  Lenton;  and, 
not  suspecting  the  robbers'  intention,  namely,  to  get  him 
further  away  from  the  town,  he  walked  with  them  a 
short  distance.  In  a  moment,  one  of  the  villains,  who 
was  walking  behind,  threw  his  arm  round  Mr.  Beecher's 
neck,  pressing  him  tightly  by  the  throat,  and  then  ex- 
claimed to  his  companion,  "Jack,  come  on."  Mr. 
Beecher  was  dragged  to  the  ground,  and  the  second 
robber  placed  his  knees  upon  his  stomach  and  rifled  his 
pockets,  while  the  other  was  holding  him  down  by  the 
throat.  Having  secured  all  the  money  in  his  possession 
the  robbers  decamped. 

In  the  great  Bridgeivater  Case  (see  "  Household 
Narrative  "  for  July,  p.  157),  judgment  was  given  by  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  19th  inst.  The  house  had  re- 
ferred certain  questions  to  the  judges;  and  the  result 
was  that  nine  decided  in  favour  of  the  Earl  of  Bridge- 
water's  will,  and  two  against  it.  On  the  above  day, 
judgment  was  moved  by  Lord  Lyndhurst.  In  a  lucid 
and  comprehensive  speech,  relying  both  on  precedent 
and  argument,  he  decided  that  the  proviso  was  a  "  con- 
dition subsequent,"  adverse  to  public  policy,  and  there- 
fore illegal  and  void.  Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Truro,  and 
Lord  St.  Leonards,  concurred  with  Lord  Lyndhurst; 
the  Lord  Chancellor  maintaining  the  opinion  which  he 
had  expressed  as  Lord  Justice  Cranworth.  The  House 
of  Lords,  therefore,  ou  grounds  of  public  policy,  reversed 
the  judgment  of  the  court  below;  the  costs  oi' all  parties 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  estate. 

At  the  Coventry  Assizes,  three  men  named  Danks, 
Lacey,  and  Stanley,  were  tried  for  Burglary  at  Coles- 
hill.  This  was  the  notable  case  where  an  old  couple 
named  Perkins  made  so  gallant  a  defence  against  a  band 
of  robbers  ;  who,  when  they  had  at  length  broken  into 
the  house,  were  fired  \ipon  by  Perkins  as  they  were 
ascending  the  stairs.  Lacey  was  badly  wounded,  and 
his  companions  retreated,  carrying  him  off.  Next  day, 
Lacey  applied  to  the  Birmingham  Hospital  to  be  admitted 
for  a  wound  in  the  shoulder ;  and  this  led  to  his  detec- 
tion. Stanley  was  acquitted  ;  but  the  others  were  found 
guilty,  and  received  sentence  of  twenty  years'  trans- 
portation. The  judge  complimented  the  brave  old 
couple,  and  ordered  a  reward  of  10/.  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Perkins. 

Several  important  Raibcay  Cases  were  brought  before 
the  Liverpool  Assizes :  actions  for  damages  against  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company,  arising 
out  of  an  accident  on  that  railway  in  March  last.  The 
first  was  at  the  instance  of  the  executor  of  M.  Carati,  a 
Greek  merchant,  of  Glasgow,  who  was  killed  on  that 
occasion.  It  was  proved  that  the  train  was  going  at  the 
rate  of  40  miles  an  hour,  and  had  run  off  the  line,  that 
some  of  the  sleepers  were  decayed,  and  bolts  loose.  Mr. 
Nasmyth,  the  engineer,  said,  that  40  miles  an  hour  was 
an  unsafe  speed  with  the  line  in  that  state.  The  trial 
was  stopped  by  an  offer  of  3000/.  damages  being  made 
by  the  defendants ;  it  was  accepted  and  a  verdict 
was  given  for  the  amount,  apportioned  between  M. 
Carati's  widow  and  children. 

There  were  five  other  actions  against  the  same  company 
arising  out  of  the  same  accident,  which  were  also 
arranged.  In  "  Tritton  v.  The  Company,"  a  verdict 
was  taken  for  2000/.  damages  ;  in  "  Pugh  v.  The  Same," 
for  1000/.;  in  "Sofiano  et  ux.  v.  The  Same,"  for  150/.; 
in  "  Sofiano  v.  The  Same,"  for  100/. ;  and  iu  "  Kav  i\ 
The  Same,"  for  1050/.— being  a  total  of  7300/.  damages. 

Another  case,  of  "  Ford  v.  The  Midland  Railway 
Company,"  was  also  settled  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel 
agreeing  to  accept  500/.  damages  for  injuries  suffered  iu 
a  collision.  This  plaintiff  has  died  during  the  assizes. 
— Mr.  Justice  Earl  said,  he  thought  the  damages  now 
paid  would  be  a  matter  to  quiet  the  public  mind  with 
respect  to  proper  care  being  taken  to  avoid  railway 
accidents.  A  great  desire  had  been  manifested  to  make 
railway  directors  felons,  by  prosecuting  them  for  man- 
slaughter in  cases  of  death  from  railway  accidents.  It 
had,  however,  always  been  his  opinion,  that  civil  actions 
and  the  costs  imposed  consequently  would  secure  proper 
care. 

The  celebrated  Braintree  Case  respecting  the  I.iability 
for  Church  Bates,  was  finally  decided  by  the  House  of 
lords  on  the  12th.     It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  1841, 
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a  rate  of  two  shillings  in  the  pound  was  proposed  in  the 
Braintree  Vestry.  The  Dissenters  moved  an  amend- 
ment, condemning  church-rates  in  general,  and  refusing 
that  rate  in  particular.  The  amendment  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority.  It  was  then  asked  whether  any 
amendment  was  proposed  as  to  the  amount  of  the  rate, 
and  no  answer  was  given.  The  rate  was  then  produced 
and  s-igned  by  the  Vicar,  the  Churchwardens,  and 
several  ratepayers  ;  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  Mr. 
S.  Courtauld,  protesting.  The  question  as  to  the  validity 
of  a  rate  thus  made  has  been  decided  both  negatively  and 
aftirmatively  in  several  courts,  and  now  it  came  before 
the  House  of  Lords  on  an  appeal  in  error  against  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  which  had  sus- 
tained the  rate.  The  House  of  Lords  reversed  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  below,  on  the  ground  that  the  rate 
was  made  by  the  minority  against  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  on  the  17th,  Edouard 
Raynaud,  a  Frenchman,  was  tried  for  a  misdemeanour, 
in  having  solicited  the  Prince  de  Joinville  to  join  in  a 
Conspiracy  to  Assassinate  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 
The  prince  proved  that  the  prisoner  had  written  him 
letters  to  that  efl'ect.  The  defence  was,  that  the  prisoner's 
object  was  merely  to  extort  money  from  the  prince;  and 
as  it  appeared  that  this  was  really  the  case,  the  prisoner 
was  acquitted. 

At  the  Westminster  County  Court,  on  the  18th  inst., 
Messrs.  Thrupp,  coach-builders,  brought  a  claim  against 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Norton,  the  police  magistrate,  for  49/.  10s., 
the  balance  of  a  bill  for  Ilepairing  a  Carriage  belonging 
to  the  lion.  Mrs.  Norton.  That  lady  was  called  as  a 
witness,  and  stated  that  Mr.  Norton  had  agreed  to  pay 
her  an  allowance  of  500/.  a  year  after  they  had  separated 
in  1S36  ;  but  that  it  had  not  been  paid  since  1852  :  hence 
her  debts  to  tradespeople.  Along  and  painful  discussion 
ensued,  in  which  the  domestic  differences  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Norton  were  introduced  ;  but  they  had  no  bearing 
on  the  merits  of  the  question  before  the  court ;  and  the 
judge  nonsuited  the  plaintiffs  on  the  simple  ground  that 
during  the  years  over  which  the  debt  extended,  Mrs. 
Norton  had  regularly  received  her  allowance  from  her 
husband. 

At  the  Hammersmith  Police  Court,  on  the  22nd,  Mary 
Ann  Shadwell,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  was  charged  with 
Stealing  Articles  belonging  to  "  the  Home,'"  at  Shep- 
herd's Bush.  On  [he  liSth  ult.  the  prisoner  and  another 
young  girl  about  the  same  age  were  admitted  into  the 
"  Home,"  an  establishment  entirely  supported  by  Miss 
Burdett  Coutts,  for  the  reformation  ot  young  females, 
from  the  House  of  Detention  Clerkenwell,  where  they 
had  been  under  remand  for  felony.  On  Saturday 
morning,  the  6th  inst.,  the  prisoner  and  the  other  girl 
were  found  to  be  missing ;  and  upon  a  search  being 
made  the  larder  window,  which  had  been  closed  the 
previous  evening,  was  discovered  to  be  open.  The  pri- 
vate parlour  of  Mrs.  Jlorson,  the  superintendent,  was 
found  to  be  in  a  terrible  state  of  confusion,  and  every- 
thing in  the  apartment  appeared  to  have  been  upset. 
A  number  of  articles  were  missed  from  the  room,  includ- 
ing a  crimson  table  cover  which  had  been  taken  off  the 
table  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  two  scent  bottles  with 
silver  tops,  two  pairs  of  scissors,  two  thimbles,  &c.,  and 
from  the  kitchen  they  missed  seven  metal  spoons.  From 
their  bed-room  they  had  carried  off  five  cotton  dresses, 
two  merino  dresses,  two  shawls,  a  suit  of  under  clothing 
each,  and  other  articles.  The  prisoner  was  apprelien- 
ded  in  Covent-garden  Market  on  Tuesday  eveuing  last, 
and  on  being  searched  at  the  station  in  Hammersmith 
she  was  found  wearing  three  of  the  missing  dresses,  and 
also  some  of  the  other  things  which  she  had  stolen  from 
the  establishment.  The  other  girl  had  not  been  found. 
The  inmates  of  the  "  Home"  ai'e  at  full  liberty  to  quit 
the  establishment  whenever  they  think  proper,  by  giving 
notice,  and  upon  leaving  the  "  Home"  thay  have  to 
change  their  clothing  belonging  to  Miss  Coutts  and  to 
resume  their  own  wearing  apparel.  The  prisoner,  nor 
her  companion,  had  given  any  such  notice  to  quit  the 
"  Home,"  and  they  had  absconded  in  the  clothmg  fur- 
nished to  them  by  the  establishment.  The  girl  was 
committed  for  trial. 

At  the  Middlesex  Sessions,  on  the  22nd  inst.,  Thomas 
T\iom'p^on,  a  Begging- Letter  Impostor,   who  had  been 


committed  as  an  incorrigible  rogue  and  sent  to  the 
sessions  to  be  dealt  with  accordingly,  was  sentenced  to 
one  year's  imprisonment  with  hard  labour.  It  apoeared 
that  he  wrote  to  Lord  Grey  in  the  name  of  J.  W.  Brand- 
ling, stating  that  he  was  a  junior  member  of  the  family  of 
the  Brandlings,  of  Gosforth,  and  that  he  was  in  great 
distress,  and  his  lordship  sent  him  a  post-office  order  for 
21.  Persons  carrying  on  these  fraudulent  practices  almost 
invariably  made  use  of  letters  they  received  from  the 
parties  they  applied  to,  to  enable  them  the  better  to 
impose  upon  and  defraud  others ;  and  in  this  case  the 
prisoner,  after  he  had  got  Lord  Grey's  letter  made  an 
application  to  Lord  Palmerston,  enclosing  Lord  Grey's 
letter,  to  show  that  his  case  had  already  received  Lord 
Grey's  favourable  consideration,  this  application  being 
also  in  the  name  of  Brandling ;  but  it  happened  that  the 
letter  was  opened  by  Mr.  Grey,  Lord  Palmerstou's 
private  secretary,  who  was  himself  distantly  related  to 
the  Brandling  family,  and  he  at  once  was  aware  of  the 
falsehood  of  the  representations  contained  in  the  appli- 
cation, and  the  letter  was  at  once  remitted  to  the 
Mendicity  Society,  and  the  result  was  the  prisoner's 
apprehension.  It  also  appeared  that  he  had  been  con- 
victed several  times  of  similar  practices,  having  made 
applications  to  the  late  Queen  Dowager,  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  the  Duchess  of  Sutherland,  and  many  other 
persons  of  distinction. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Phillips,  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  the 
machine  for  extinguisliing  fires  called  the  "Fire 
Annihilator,"  was  charged  at  the  Mansion-house,  on 
the  '23rd  inst.,  with  having  made  a  Disturbance  in 
The  Offices  of  The  Fire  Anniliilator  Company  and 
Assaulted  the  Secretary.  The  charge  was  proved  by 
a  policeman  and  the  secretary.  It  appeared  that 
Mr.  Phillips,  who  had  ceased  to  be  superintendent 
two  years  ago,  came  into  the  office,  took  p'.ssession  of 
the  secretary's  desk,  tore  up  some  papers,  and  broke  one 
of  the  windows.  The  defendant  said  he  had  acted  under 
circumstances  of  great  excitement,  when  he  went  into 
the  office.  He  was  the  patentee  of  the  "Fire  Annihilator 
Invention"  and  he  held  a  large  number  of  shares  in  the 
association  established  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Finding, 
however,  that  certain  reports  were  in  circulation  calcu- 
lated to  injure  the  company,  he  had  ceased  to  have  any 
interest  in  the  patent.  He  went  into  the  offices  he 
admitted,  as  he  considered  he  had  a  right  so  to  do,  and 
he  had  torn  up  some  of  the  prospectuses  which  repre- 
sented his  connexion  v/ith  the  company  as  patentee  ; 
but  so  far  from  having  committed  an  assault  upon  any 
one,  he  had  actually  endeavoured  to  save  himself  from 
an  expected  assault  by  breaking  the  window  in  the  hope 
of  alarming  some  persons  in  the  street.  He  thought 
that  sort  of  hint  would  be  better  than  any  other,  and  he 
therefore  gave  it.  The  Lord  Mayor  called  upon  Mr. 
Phillips  to  enter  into  his  own  recognisances  in  the  sum 
of  60/.  to  keep  the  peace  for  six  months.  [Mr.  Phillips 
has  written  to  the  newspapers  to  correct  an  inacuracy 
in  the  police-report.  He  states  that  he  did  not  say  that 
he  had  ceased  to  have  any  interest  in  the  patent ;  the 
fact  being  that  he  is  the  largest  shareholder  in  the 
company.] 


NARRATIVE    OF   ACCIDENT 
DISASTER. 


AND 


A  Female  Aeronaut  has  been  Killed  in  France.  On 
the  20th  instant,  a  young  woman  named  Emma  Verdier 
ascended  by  herself  in  a  balloon  at  Mount-de-Marsan. 
The  balloon  rose  most  evenly,  and,  as  the  weather  was 
perfectly  calm,  no  apprehensions  were  entertained  of 
any  acuident.  The  next  day,  however,  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  young  woman  had  fallen  to  the  ground  in 
about  two  hours  and  a  half  after  the  time  of  the  ascent, 
at  Montesquieu,  a  village  sixty  miles  distant,  and  was 
killed  on  the  spot.  Some  haymakers  were  startled  at 
seeing  a  white  body  fall  to  the  earth  a  short  distance 
from  them.  They  found  it  to  be  the  body  of  a  young 
woman  dressed  in  white.  She  had  fallen  headforemost, 
and  her  skull  was  split  open.  At  no  great  distance  was 
to  be  seen  the  anchor  of  the  balloon  fixed  in  an  oak,  a 
long   piece   of  rope   being   attached   to  the  iron.     The 
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balloon  was  also  seen  rising  rapidly  and  floating  away. 
It  is  supposed  that  on  the  young  woman  attempting  to 
effect  her  descent,  the  anchor  cimght  in  the  tree,  and 
tlie  rope  then  breaking,  gave  sucli  a  shock  to  the  wicker- 
work  basket  in  which  she  was  sitting,  that  she  lost 
her  balance  and  fell  out. 

Durin?  the  Field  Operations  of  the  Troops  Encamped 
at  Chobham,  on  the  27th  of  July,  an  acculfnt  occurred 
in  crossing  a  pontoon  bridge  which  had  been  thriwn 
over  the  Thames.  The  leading  horses  of  one  of  the 
nine-pounders  of  Capt.  Shakespeare's  battery  becoming 
restive,  went  off  the  bridge  into  the  water,  dragging 
with  tiiem  the  reaiaining  four  horses,  the  limber  and 
gun,  witli  the  driver  and  seven  of  the  Soppers  who 
were  standing  on  the  bridge  at  the  time.  The  struggles 
of  the  si.x  horses  in  the  water,  borne  down  b)'  the 
weight  of  the  gun,  and  the  e.\eitii)ns  of  the  men  to 
save  themselves,  for  a  few  moments  excited  the  greatest 
anxiety.  At  length  the  whole  of  the  men  were  got 
safely  out  of  the  water  without  much  injury,  with  the 
exception  of  one  of  the  Sajipers,  who,  getting  entangled 
with  the  horses,  was  nearly  drowned,  but  upon  being 
wrapped  up  in  blenkets  and  carefully  attended  to 
he  gradually  recovered.  By  cutting  the  traces  of  the 
horses  four  of  them  were  also  landed,  thoush  in  a 
sad  condition.  The  two  wheelers  were  shortly  after 
pulled  out,  both  of  them,  however,  dead.  After  an 
immense  amount  of  exertion,  the  gun  and  limber  were 
got  out  of  the  nine  feet  of  water  in  which  they  had 
sunk,  but  wliich  by  the  struggles  of  the  horses  had 
been  drawn  some  twenty  yards  from  the  bridge. 

A  Frightful  Accident  occurred  to  a  labourer  named 
Clarke,  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  IMechi.  at  Tiptree- 
Hall,  Essex.  He  was  feeding  a  chafF-cutting  machine, 
worked  by  steam  power,  his  hand  was  caui;ht  in  the 
roller ;  and  the  limb  was  cut  into  pieces  before  the 
entrine  could  be  stopped.  The  screams  of  the  poor 
sufferer  all  the  time  were  heai-t-rending.  Surgical 
a.ssistance  was  immediately  obtained,  and  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  arm  was  amputated  ;  but  the  poor  man 
died  on  the  following  day. 

Messrs.  Kirkman  and  Co.'s  pianoforte  manufactory  in 
Golden  Square,  was  Destroyed  by  Fire  on  the  night  of 
the  10th  lost.  The  fire  broke  out  about  midnight,  and 
was  not  perceived  until  the  flames  had  gained  such 
ground  that  the  firemen  could  not  prevent  the  greater 
portion  of  the  premises  from  being  surrounded.  Five 
hours  of  unfiasijinw  .?xertion  elapsed  before  the  firemen 
could  master  the  flames.  By  that  time  the  warehouses 
of  Messrs.  Kirkman,  on  the  Dufour's-place  side,  were 
destroyed,  with  tlie  valuable  stock  of  instruments,  tools, 
&c. ;  and  the  other  portions  of  the  premises  were  much 
injured,  both  by  fire  and  water.  The  adjoining  house 
of  Messrs.  Sibley,  silversmiths,  was  entirely  consumed, 
and  much  property  lost.  Mr.  Geary,  tailor,  was  also  a 
great  sufferer.  Both  were  uninsured.  Seven  other 
houses  were  injured,  and  their  contents  more  or  less 
damaged  by  fiie,  water,  and  removal.  Three  of  the 
firemen  were  struck  by  the  falling  of  a  wall,  and  were 
carried  away  much  hurt. 

The  last  accounts  from  India  mention  the  death 
of  Dr.  Wray  of  the  87th  Fusiliers,  in  Cashmere.  He 
Perislied  by  the  Fall  of  an  Avalanche.  He  and  Lieu- 
tenant Peyton  of  tlie  same  regiment  had  obtained  leave 
to  proceed  into  the  snowy  ranges  beyond  Cashmere  on  a 
shooting  excursi(m,  and  when  the  fris^htful  event 
occurred,  they  were  sitting  on  a  blanket  in  the  snow, 
waiting  for  the  morning  light,  to  enable  them  to  get  a 
shot  at  some  ibex  in  their  vicinity.  In  an  instant,  an 
avalanche  rushed  over  them,  and  Lieutenant  Peyton 
found  himself  alone,  Dr.  Wray,  his  servants,  guns,  &c., 
having  been  swept  away  under  the  mass  of  snow.  This 
event  had  thrown  a  gloom  over  Ferzopore,  where  the 
regiment  wasstationed,  the  two  young  officers  being  much 
beloved  by  their  comrades. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant,  after  the  review 
of  the  fleet,  a  Si/ir/ular  and  Fatal  Accident  occurred  at 
the  George  Hotel  in  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Powell,  a 
gentleman  of  Chichester,  had  recklessly  deposited  a 
loaded  double-barrelled  gun  in  a  case,  with  percussion- 
caps  on  the  nipples.  He  dined  at  the  George. 
Suddenly  he  ascertained  that  unless  he  made  great 
haste  he  would  be  too  late  for  the  train:  he  seized  the 


gun-case,  and  was  huri-ying  away,  when  some  person 
came  into  contact  witli  him;  the  case  which  hung 
down  at  one  end — fell  fr<mi  his  hand,  and  the  loaded 
gun  went  off.  William  White,  the  head  waiter,  was 
shot  dead,  and  several  other  persons  were  wounded. 
At  the  inquest,  Mr.  Powell  stated  that  he  had  no  idea 
there  was  any  possibility  of  the  gun  exploding  when 
locked  in  the  case  ;  if  he  had,  he  should  not  have 
exposed  himself  to  danger  by  putting  away  the  gun 
loadeil.  The  jury  pronounced  the  death  "Accidental," 
but  censured  Mr.  Powell  for  carrying  about  a  loaded  and 
capped  gun. 

A  Destructive  Fire  broke  out  at  Dover  on  the  evening 
of  Sunday,  the  14th  instaat.  Messrs.  V/alker  and  Co., 
oil-merchants  and  seed  crushers,  had  very  extensive 
premises,  covering  three-quarters  of  an  acre,  situate 
under  the  cliffs  not  far  from  the  railway  terminus. 
The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  spontaneous 
combustion  ot  linseed  ;  and  some  children  said  they 
saw  a  light  in  the  mill  during  the  afternoon.  The 
engines  uf  the  district,  manned  by  the  troops,  were 
speedily  set  to  work.  The  tide  was  ebbing,  but  the 
flood-gates  were  shut,  and  thus  plenty  of  water  was 
obtained  from  the  inner  harbour.  A  telegraphic 
message  was  sent  to  London,  and  in  three  hours  Mr. 
Braidwood  arrived  at  Dover  with  two  engines  and  a 
body  of  the  brigade.  The  infiammable  nature  of  the 
stock  baffled  the  attempts  to  save  any  considerable 
portion  of  Messrs.  Walker's  premises,  and  great 
exertions  were  needed  to  prevent  the  fire  from  spreading 
to  other  buildings.  While  the  fire  was  racing  a  new 
disaster  occurred — the  heat  caused  an  immense  mass  of 
cliff  to  fall,  probably  weighing  1500  tons.  People  were 
working  beneath  the  cliff;  it  was  seen  to  be  moving, 
and  an  alarm  was  raised ;  some  persons  had  a  narrow 
escape,  and  several  men  are  supposed  to  be  buried 
under  the  chalk.  The  firemen  at  length  conquered 
the  flames.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  above  40,000/. 
The  engines  at  the  mill  supplied  part  of  the  town 
with  water. 

A  Lamentable  Accideiit  occurred  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  at  Sydenham,  on  the  l-5th  inst.  While  seven- 
teen workmen  were  engaged  on  the  scaffolding  at  the 
north  end  of  the  middle  transept,  constructing  addi- 
tional trusses  for  the  erection  of  the  iron  ribs,  the 
scaffolding,  a  great  height  from  the  ground,  suddenly 
gave  way,  precipitating  the  men  to  the  floor  of  the 
building.  "Ten  of  them  were  taken  up  dead,  and  two 
more  died  soon  after  they  bad  been  received  at  Guy's 
Hospital.  The  other  five  were  taken  to  the  hospital, 
three  in  a  pitiable  condition  from  fractures  and  wounds. 
Two  horses  attached  to  a  cart  were  crushed  to  death; 
the  driver  escaped.  The  central  transept  at  the  Syden- 
ham Palace  is  to  be  208  feet  high,  120  wide,  and  384 
feet  long  :  the  transept  at  Hyde  Park  was  102  feet  high, 
and  72  wide.  To  raise  and  fix  the  iron  ribs  forming  the 
roof  of  this  vast  transept,  was  of  course  a  difficult  task. 
It  was  proposed  to  effect  it  by  constructing  "  trusses" 
of  timber  and  iron  resting  on  the  galleries  of  the 
transept,  at  102  feet  from  the  floor.  The  first  attempt 
failed,  a  violent  gale  having  blown  down  the  unfinished 
scaffolding.  A  new  one  was  forthwith  commenced, 
and  the  plan  answered  to  such  an  extent  that  two 
of  the  great  ribs  were  already  fixed.  On  the  day 
above-mentioned  the  seventeen  workmen  were  engaged 
in  finishing  the  third  of  three  trusses  that  were  entirely 
unloaded  except  with  their  own  materials  :  these  three 
trusses  fell,  hurling  their  occupants  down  more  than 
a  hundred  feet.  The  falling  materials  snapped  some  of 
the  iron-work  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building,  but  did 
no  serious  damage  in  wealtening  the  general  structure. 
The  inquest  on  the  bodies  lying  at  Sydenham  was  com- 
menced on  the  17th.  George  Williams,  a  carpenter  in 
the  service  of  Messrs.  Fox  and  Henderson,  stated  that 
the  scaffoldings  were  erected  under  his  orders.  Three 
of  the  trusses  fell  together,  the  men  being  on  the  top  of 
them.  He  had  been  employed  in  the  construction  of 
the  building  in  Hyde  Park,  and  thus  had  a  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  the  work  in  progress.  Some  of  the 
trusses  had  been  taken  from  Hyde  Park.  None  of  the 
columns  on  which  they  stood  had  given  way.  The 
trusses  that  remained  appeared  perfectly  secure.  He 
could  not  form  any  opinion  why  the  three  trusses  had 
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fallen.  In  his  opinion  there  had  been  no  want  of  judg- 
ment displayed,  and  the  material  was  of  the  best 
description.  The  mode  of  operation,  in  his  opinion, 
Avas  a  judicious  one ;  and  he  saw  no  danger  in  regard 
to  the  construction  of  the  scaffolding.  He  had  never 
had  any  apprehension  with  respect  to  these  trusses,  nor 
had  any  ot  the  men  ever  expressed  apprehension  respect- 
ing them  or  fear  of  working  on  them.  The  accident  was 
an  unforeseen  event,  that  could  not  be  accounted  f  )r 
The  trusses  had  once  before  given  way,  and  their 
strength  had  to  be  increased.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
evidence  Sir  Charles  Fox  volunteered  to  go  over  the 
building  with  any  person  and  give  every  explanation. 
The  inquest  concluded  on  the  19th,  with  a  verdict  of 
"  Accidental  death."  At  a  separate  inquest  held  on 
the  bodies  of  two  men  who  died  in  Guy's  Hospital, 
further  evidence  was  given  to  show  that  the  greatest 
precautions  had  been  taken,  and  that  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  accident  could  not  be  ascertained.  Mr. 
Cochrane,  an  engineer  employed  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
Sir  Charles  Fox,  and  Mr.  Ward,  an  architect  formerly 
employed  at  the  Palace,  gave  evidence.  Sir  Charles 
Fox  said,  the  plan  which  had  fiiiled  had  been  adopted 
because  it  was  considered  a  better  and  a  safer  mode 
than  raising  a  scaffolding  180  feet  high  from  the  ground. 
The  jury  visited  the  Palace.  On  their  return,  two  of 
their  own  body  gave  evidence.  Mr.  Doyle,  a  scale- 
maker,  declared  that  the  iron  used  (or  the  trusses  was 
of  the  best  quality,  and  well  put  together.  Mr.  Drewit, 
a  builder,  said  the  timber  was  of  excellent  quality,  quite 
new;  and  everything  was  well  executed.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  "Accidental  death."  The  bodies 
of  eight  of  the  sufferers  were  interred  on  the  ISth  in 
Sydenham  churchyard.  The  long  funeral  procession 
was  formed  in  the  central  nave  of  the  Palace,  in  which 
all  work  ceased  for  the  day.  The  foreman  of  the 
works  preceiled  the  coffins  ;  each  coffin  was  followed  by 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased  ;  and  in  the  rear  were  all 
the  workmen,  a  thousand  in  number,  headed  by  Sir 
Charles  Fox,  Mr.  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Cochrane.  It  is 
stated  that  "  Messrs.  Fox  and  Henderson  invariably 
make  a  provision  for  the  widows  of  workmen  who  lose 
their  lives  in  their  service,  by  a  weekly  allowance  of 
from  10s.  to  12s.,  continued  over  periods  of  not  less 
than  twelve  months  ;  and,  what  is  perhaps  really  more 
important  and  beneficial  to  them,  the  firm  invariably 
take  charge  of  the  orphan  children,  and  introduce  them 
to  habits  of  industry  in  their  own  service." 

Dr.  John  Stokes,  an  elderly  gentleman,  formerly  in 
large  practice  in  Dublin  as  a  physician,  but  recently  of 
Herne-Bay,  has  committed  Suicide,  in  the  chambers  of 
Mr.  Lees,  a  barrister  of  the  Temple.  Dr.  Stokes  was 
once  in  good  circumstances,  but  rash  speculations  had 
ruined  him  ;  he  came  to  London  respecting  an  execution 
which  had  been  issued  against  him  ;  and  he  exhil)ited 
great  despondency.  Mr.  Lees  related  at  the  inquest  the 
remarkable  circumstances  of  the  suicide.  Dr.  Stokes 
called  in  the  morning,  and  said  he  should  return  to 
Herne-Bay  at  noon  ;  but  in  the  evening  he  entered  Mr. 
Lees's  chambers.  Mr.  Lees  was  taking  tea  in  company 
with  Mr.  Creed,  another  barrister,  and  invited  the 
deceased  to  join  them  ;  but  he  declined.  1  here  was  a 
small  arm-chair  in  the  room,  into  which  the  deceased 
threw  himself  Mr.  Lees  asked  him  if  he  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  what  he  had  been  about,  to  which  he  replied, 
"All  right,"  in  a  confused  sort  of  way.  After  being 
asked  to  take  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  chop,  which  he  declined, 
he  said,  "  If  you  please,  will  you  give  me  a  glass  of 
wine?"  Mr.  Lees  poured  him  out  a  glass  of  sherry. 
Having  sipped  it,  he  opened  acarpet-liag  which  belonged 
to  him,  and  which  lay  on  a  chair  by  his  side,  and  took 
out  a  phial-bottle,  which  he  appeared  to  smell.  Mr. 
Creed  said  to  deceased,  "  Doctor,  is  that  sal-volatile,  as 
you  are  so  depressed  ?  "  Deceased  said  it  was.  The 
other  gentlemen  had  no  apprehension  that  the  bottle 
contained  poison,  and  deceased  drank  off  the  contents. 
He  then  appeared  more  confused  and  stupified  than 
before.  When  asked  to  lie  down  on  the  sofa,  he  would 
not ;  and  he  then  drank  off  the  remainder  of  the 
sherry.  Immediately  after  his  head  fell  backwards,  and 
he  went,  apparently,  into  a  deep  sleep,  accompanied  by 
hard  breathing.  A  surgeon  was  called  in,  but  on  his 
arrival  Dr.  Stokes  was  quite  dead.     He  had  swallowed 


prussic  acid.  The  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  "  Temporary 
insanity." 

Mr.  Goldsmith,  a  merchant  of  London,  has  been 
Killed  on  a  Mountain  near  (ieneva;  and  Mr.  Richard 
Clark,  son  of  Mr.  Clark,  of  Doncaster,  has  been  badly 
hurt.  The  gentlemen  ascended  the  mountain  from 
Geneva  ;  they  rashly  attempted  to  descend  on  the  other 
side,  where  there  is  no  road;  when  the  route  became 
dangerous,  Mr.  Clark  halted,  but  his  companion  pushed 
on — he  fi'U  into  a  chasm,  and  was  killed.  Alter  a  time 
Mr.  Clark  advanced  to  look  for  his  friend  ;  he  too  had 
a  fall,  and  became  insensible.  On  recovering,  he  found 
that  his  left  thigh  was  broken,  and  his  right  ankle 
crushed  ;  and  his  hat,  shoes,  and  walking-stick  were 
gone.  As  it  was  near  nightfall,  Mr.  Clark  determined 
to  abide  where  he  was  until  morning,  and  then  to  signal 
for  assistance  •  early  on  the  following  morriing  he  suc- 
ceeded in  attracting  the  attention  of  some  peasmts,  two 
of  whom  came  to  his  assistance  ;  but,  finding  him  in- 
capable of  moving  himself,  and  aUo  much  exhausted, 
they  procured  other  help  and  some  bread  and  brandy, 
which  the  suft'erer  said  was  most  welcome.  With  great 
difficulty  he  was  got  safely  to  the  foot  of  the  mountiiin. 
Subsequently,  Mr.  Goldsmith's  body  was  lound.  This 
was  not  the  first  accident  to  tourists  in  the  same  place  ; 
yet  there  is  no  warning  notice  erected  on  the  summit  of 
the  mountain. 

Three  men  have  Ferislied  by  being  Carried  over  the 
Falls  of  Niagara.  A  boat,  in  which  they  were  asleep, 
got  adrilt,  and  floated  into  the  current,  wliere  it  was 
upset.  Two  of  the  men  were  carried  immediately  over 
the  Falls,  and  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  below.  The 
third,  named  Joseph  Avery,  caught  at  a  stump  in  his 
passage,  and  clung  to  it.  He  was  discovered  almost  on 
the  brink  of  the  Falls.  Several  boats  were  launched 
in  order  to  rescue  him,  but  they  were  swamped  the 
moment  they  touched  the  Rapids.  A  life-boat  was  then 
launched,  but  proved  too  light,  was  swamped  imme- 
diately, and  went  over  the  Uapids.  At  length  the  man 
went  over  the  Falls.  He  was  swept  from  a  raft  which 
was  floated  to  him,  when  he  attem[)ted  to  swim  to  a 
small  island,  but  was  eventually  swept  over  the  Rapids. 
He  had  remained  for  nearly  four  and  twenty  hours  in 
his  dreadful  situation,  in  the  view  of  thousands  of 
spectators. 


SOCIAL,   SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

A  General  Strike  of  the  London  Cabmen  took  place 
on  Wednesday,  the  27th  ult.  It  was  unexpected,  and 
the  consternation  of  the  public  was  great  when,  on  that 
morning,  not  a  single  cab  was  to  be  seen  on  any  of  the 
stands  throughout  the  metropolis.  Persons  arriving  by 
the  early  morning  trains,  or  anxi(ms  to  reach  them — the 
endless  array  of  pleasure-seekers,  and  men  of  business, 
and  strangers  visiting  London — found  no  means  of  leav- 
ing the  railway-stations  e.xeept  on  foot.  Men  were  seen 
flying  to  catch  the  trains,  with  carpet-bags  and  trunks ; 
all  available  porters  were  eagerly  snappetl  up;  enormous 
demands  were  made  for  private  carriages;  the  omnibuses 
were  crowded;  hundreds  walked  to  business  who  have 
not  walked  for  years.  The  railway  companies  did  their 
best  to  supply  the  deficiency,  but  the  accommodation 
afforded  was  necessarily  inadequate.  Generally  speak- 
ing, the  strike  did  not  give  occasion  to  rioting  or 
violence.  One  attack,  however,  was  made  upon  a  cab- 
driver  who  had  not  joined  his  brethren;  but  without 
any  serious  consequence.  Groups  of  cabmen  were  col- 
lected at  the  railway  stations,  uproarious  in  their  coarse 
jocular  remarks  and  jeers  upon  the  perplexed  passengers. 
Several  drivers  were  also  arrested  for  furiously  driving 
about  adorned  with  a  profusion  of  ribands  and  carrying 
Hags,  in  a  state  of  semi-intoxication.  They  were  bound 
over  to  keep  the  peace.  The  police  were  more  numerous 
in  the  streets  than  usual.  On  the  second  day  vehicles 
of  all  kinds  were  licensed  to  carry  persons  and  lui-gage  ; 
many,  of  course,  plying  without  a  license.  Coster- 
moigers'  trucks  and  barrows,  and  many  private  old 
dusty  carriages,  were  put  in  requisition.  The  cabmen 
made  attempts  to  prevent  them  from  plying  for  hire,  by 
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legal  means  ;  but  were  frustrated — the  police  declined  to 
notice  the  makeshift  vehicles.  The  cab  proprietors  held 
daily  meetings  and  had  communications  with  Mr. 
Fitzroy.  Some  modifications  of  the  regulations  in  Mr. 
Fitzroy's  Act  were  introduced  into  the  Hackney  Car- 
riages Bill :  but  this  concession  was  not  the  result  of  the 
strike ;  the  intention  to  grant  it  having  been  intimuted 
to  a  deputation  of  cab-proprietors  before  the  strike  took 
place.  On  Saturday  morning,  the  30th,  the  cabs  re- 
appeared on  the  stands  as  usual.  The  government  bill, 
as  amended,  has  been  printed.  The  new  clauses  are  the 
13th  and  14th.  One  shilling  a  mile  is  to  be  paid  for 
every  mile  beyond  the  circumference  of  a  circle  of  four 
milts  .from  Temple-bar,  if  a  carriage  be  discharged 
beyond  such  circumference.  When  more  than  two  per- 
sons are  conveyed  in  a  hackney  carriage  drawn  by  one 
hor.-e,  6d.  in  addition  to  the  fare  to  be  paid  for  each  per- 
son above  two  for  the  whole  hiring. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  London  Tavern  on  the 
9th  inst.  to  present  a  Testimonial  to  Mrs.  Chisholm 
previously  to  her  departure  for  Australia.  Several 
members  of  parliament,  many  merchants,  and  a  number 
of  ladies,  including  Mrs.  Sidney  Herbert  and  Mrs. 
Robert  LowBi  were  present ;  and  Mr.  Vernon  Smith 
took  the  chair.  Speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  Vernon 
Smith,  Mr.  Herbert,  Mr.  Raikes  Currie,  Mr.  Lowe, 
Sir  Lyon  Goldsmid  and  other  gentlemen,  eulogising  in 
glowing  language  the  high  character  and  invaluable 
services  of  Mrs.  Chisholm.  Mr.  Currie  said  she  was  one 
of  those  women  who  in  olden  times  would  have  been 
crowned  in  the  capitol.  A  committee  to  raise  a  sub- 
scription was  appointed,  and  nearly  900^.  was  subscribed 
on  the  spot. 

At  the  great  annual  banquet  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Agricultural  Socieii/,  which  took  place  in  Killarney  on 
the  11th  inst.,  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  president  of  the 
societj-,  who  was  in  the  chair,  made  some  important 
observations  on  the  progress  of  agriculture  in  Ireland. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  said : — "  Under  the  exist- 
ing circumstances  of  agriculture,  it  is  necessary  that  all 
agriculturists  must  be  up  and  stirring.  These  are  not 
times  for  slovenly  farming.  The  farmer  must  improve 
his  land  or  quit  it.  When  I  say  that  there  must  be  no 
slovenly  fanning,  I  do  not  mean  to  convey  that  farming 
must  necessarily  be  expensive.  I  say  that  the  great 
problem  which  the  agriculturists  of  the  three  kingdoms 
have  to  solve  is,  how  the  greatest  amount  of  produce 
may  be  obtained  at  the  least  possible  cost.  And  when 
I  say  at  the  least  possible  cost,  I  do  not  mean  you  to 
understand  the  least  possible  outlay  ;  for  I  am  sure  that 
for  good  cultivation  a  large  expenditure  is  in  the  first 
instance  necessary.  You  cannot  have  good  stock,  or 
good  implements,  or  good  buildings  without  a  consider- 
able outlay  ;  but  that  outlay  is  necessary,  and  that 
outlay  will  soon  repay  itself,  and  without  that  outlay 
no  good  cultivation  is  possible.  Moreover,  I  think  that 
no  cultivation  can  be  profitable  which  is  not  conducted 
on  scitntitic  principles ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  would 
strongly  recommend  the  agriculturists  of  Ireland  to 
apply  themselves  to  those  scientific  modes  of  cultivation, 
with  regard  to  manure  and  implements,  which  now 
occupy  the  attention  of  agriculturists  in  other  parts  of 
tlie  United  Kingdom.  I  have  witnessed  with  great 
satisfaction  the  spread  of  agi-icultural  knowledge 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Ireland,  and  I 
can  myself  testify  that  since  the  period  of  my  former 
residence  in  this  county,  some  ten  years  ago,  the  import- 
ance of  agriculture  in  all  parts  of  the  country  has  become 
more  extensively  appreciated." 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Royal  Agriculhiral  Society, 
at  Gloucester,  six  reaping-machines,  out  of  twelve  exhi- 
bited, were  selected  for  further  trial ;  and  it  was 
resolved  that  the  contest  for  superiority  should  take 
place  at  Pusey,  in  Berkshire,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Philip 
Pusey.  Accordingly,  on  the  17th  inst.,  five  out  of  the 
six  machines  appeared  on  the  ground.  They  were 
Bell's  machine,  two  of  M'Cormick's,  and  two  of  Hus- 
sey's  :  the  duplicates  were  new  and  improved  specimens. 
Among  the  spectators,  were  Lord  Harrowby,  Lord 
Wharncliffe,  Mr.  Pusey,  Dr.  Pusey,  Mr.  Mechi,  Dr. 
Cotton,  Vice-Chancellor  of  Oxford,  Mr.  William  Mon- 
sell,  M.P.,  Mr.  William  Miles,  M.P.,  a  host  of  farmers 
and   implement-makers,  and  several   foreigners.     The 


machines  were  tried  on  wheat,  barley,  beans,  and  oats. 
The  trials  were  satisfactory,  although  the  weather  was 
wet,  and  some  of  the  crops  in  a  bad  state.  Tlie  judges 
gave  their  award  on  the  same  evening;  and  Bell's 
reaper,  manufactured  by  Crosskill  of  Beverley,  carried 
off  the  prize  of  201.  Burgess  and  Key's  reaper,  on 
M'Cormick's  principle,  was  highly  commended  ;  and 
Dray  and  Co.'s  reaper,  on  Hussey's  principle,  was 
simply  commended.  'The  judges  thought  that  a  machine 
which  would  combine  the  advantages  of  all  the  machines 
exhibited  could  be  constructed,  and  that  it  would  surpass 
anything  hitherto  brought  before  the  public. 

The  new  act  to  Extend  and  make  Compulsory  the 
Practice  of  Vaccination  has  been  published.  Parishes 
or  unions,  if  need  be,  arc  to  be  divided  into  districts  for 
the  purpose  of  vaccination,  and  places  are  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  performance  of  the  operation.  The 
parents  and  guardians  of  children  born  after  the  1st  of 
August,  1853,  are  to  have  such  children  vaccinated 
within  three  or  four  months  after  the  birth,  aiul  the 
children  are  to  be  taken  for  the  inspection  of  the  medical 
ofticer  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  operation  to  ascertain 
the  result  of  the  same.  A  certificate  is  to  be  given  of 
successful  vaccination.  It  is  further  enacted  that  the 
registrar  of  births  and  deaths  in  every  subdistiict  shall, 
on  or  within  seven  days  after  the  registration  of  the 
birth  of  any  child  not  already  vaccinated,  give  a  notice 
in  writing,  in  the  form  prescribed,  to  the  father  or 
mother,  or  to  the  persons  having  the  care  of  the  same, 
that  the  child  is  to  be  vaccinated,  with  a  notice  when  it 
can  be  done ;  and  if  the  father  or  mother,  or  person 
having  the  care  of  it,  shall  not  attend  or  shall  not  on  the 
eighth  day  after  the  vaccination  take  the  child  lor  in- 
spection, such  father  or  mother  or  person  shall  forfeit  a 
sum  not  exceeding  2Qs.  The  penalties  are  to  be  re- 
covered in  a  summary  manner. 

The  fourteenth  Annual  Ttcport  of  the  Registrar- Gene- 
ral of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages  has  been  printed. 
It  appears  that  in  1851  the  number  of  births  was 
615,895.  The  illegitimate  births  registered  in  the  same 
year  were  42,000.  The  total  marriages  numbered 
154,206;  the  ages  of  both  parties  were  specified  in 
56,347  instances.  In  the  number  7792  widows  and 
5206  widowers  were  married.  2421  bachelors  married 
widows,  and  2785  widowers  married  widows.  The 
deaths  registered  in  England  and  Wales  were  395,174.; 

A  great  Naval  Review  took  place  at  Spithead  on  the 
11th  inst.,  in  the  presence  of  her  Majesty  and  the 
members  of  botli  houses  of  Parliament.  The  fleet 
consisted  of  twenty-five  ships  of  war,  thirteen  of 
which  were  screw  steamers,  nine  paddle-wheel,  and 
three  sailing-ships  of  the  line.  There  were  1076 
guns,  the  largest  84  and  the  smallest  32  pounders : 
the  number  of  men  was  nearly  10,000.  The 
whole  formed  the  greatest  naval  force  ever  mustered  on 
the  shores  of  England.  The  Queen,  with  Prince  Albert, 
and  several  of  the  royal  children,  arrived  from  Osborne, 
in  the  Victoria  and  Albert,  and  the  Prince  of  Prussia 
and  the  Russian  Princesses  in  another  royal  yacht. 
The  evolutions  began  about  eleven  o'clock.  The  signal 
having  been  given  from  the  flag-ship,  the  fleet  formed 
in  two  columns,  her  Majesty's  yacht  taking  the  lead  of 
the  two  lines.  The  "  enemy  "  was  then  seen  approach- 
ing under  sail,  the  wind  being  favourable.  The  signal 
was  now  made  to  "  form  line  abreast,"  and  shortly  after 
the  demand  was  hoisted,  and  the  Terrible  steam-frigate, 
Capt.  McCleverty,  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy. 
The  Queen's  yacht  dropped  astern,  and  the  Prince 
Regent  fired  two  guns  to  bring  the  ships  of  her  squadron 
into  order  of  battle.  The  action  commenced  with  a  shot 
from  the  Agamemnon,  91,  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Corry, 
second  in  command,  and  it  was  immediately  joined  in 
by  the  entire  fleet.  The  two  opposing  squadrons  kept 
up  an  incessant  cannonade  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  soon  enveloping  themselves  in  an  impenetrable 
cloud  of  smoke,  hiding  themselves  from  the  spectators 
of  the  fight  and  from  each  other.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  combat,  and  as  the  smoke  gradually  cleared  away, 
the  enemy  were  found  to  be  in  apparently  a  very  dis- 
tressed condition — the  sails  of  the  ships  of  this  squadron 
were  so  disposed  as  to  appear  torn  and  destroyed  by  the 
shot   of  the   other   fleet;    and   chase  being  made,  one 
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vessel  after  another  was  successively  captured.  The 
signal  to  "proceed  to  the  nearest  port  "  was  hoisted 
about  four  o'clock  on  board  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, and  a  retrograde  movement  towards  Spit- 
head  was  commenced  in  generally  admirable  order. 
The  day's  proceedings  terminated  with  a  combined 
attack  by  the  boats  of  the  fleet  on  the  Magicienne  and 
Conflict  steam  ships.  The  Royal  yacht  took  up  a 
j)Osition  most  favourable  to]  a  view  of  this  evolution, 
namely,  oft'  Southsea  Castle.  The  boats  opened  with  a 
heavy  cannonade,  which  was  returned  in  vigorous  style 
by  the  two  steam  ships,  which  resisted  with  great  guns 
and  small  arms.  The  boats,  in  two  divisions,  after  10 
rounds  of  firing,  gave  three  cheers,  and  the  victory  was 
supposed  to  remain  to  them.  Her  Majesty  then  steamed 
from  the  fleet  for  Osborne,  another  general  royal  salute 
being  fired  at  her  departure.  The  review  lasted  from  ten 
in  the  morning  till  eight  in  the  evening,  and  at  its  close 
the  ships  attending  on  the  fleet  returned  into  liarbour,  the 
fleet  anchoring  at  Spithead.  This  splendid  spectacle  was 
witnessed  by  thousands  upon  thousands  of  people,  not 
only  on  board  innumerable  vessels  of  all  Uinds  which 
covered  the  se;i,  but  all  along  the  shore  and  on  the 
neighbouring  hills  wherever  the  ships  were  visible.  At 
night  the  streets  of  Southampton  were  crowded  with 
respectable  people  wandering  about  iu  search  of  beds 
wliich  they  were  unable  to  find. 

The  Camp  at  Chobham  has  been  broken  up.  The  last 
field-day  took  place  on  Wednesday,  the  17th,  when  there 
was  another  mock-fight,  on  a  large  scale.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  a  series  of  games  and  athletic  exercises,  got 
■up  among  the  Guards,  closed  the  whole  proceedings. 
Lord  Hardinge  and  Lord  Seaton  formally  signified  to 
the  troops  the  approbation  of  the  Queen,  and  their  own 
separate  approval  of  the  conduct  both  of  the  officers  and 
the  men.  Lord  Seaton  said  that  only  one  instance  of 
serious  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  troops  had  been 
reported. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  gave  their  annual 
fete  at  Osborne,  to  celebrate  His  Royal  Highness's 
birthday  on  the  20th.  A  dinner  was  given  to  the 
labovirers  employed  at  Osboj-ne,  the  crews  of  the  royal 
yachts,  the  detachment  of  military,  the  Trinity  House 
men,  and  coast  guard,  amounting  in  all  to  about  five 
hundred  persons.  After  the  dinner,  dancing  and  rustic 
games,  carried  on  with  great  spirit,  were  witnessed  by 
the  Queen  and  royal  family. 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  Mr.  Blackburne,  and 
Baron  Greene,  have  resigned  their  seats  at  the  Board  of 
National  Education. 

The  Grand  Duchess  of  Olga,  daughter  of  the  Emperor 
of  Russia,  and  her  husband,  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Wurtemberg,  arrived  ia  London  on  the  3rd  instant,  'on 
a  visit  to  the  Queen. 

The  Head  Mastership  of  the  Durham  Cathedral 
School,  vacated  by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Elder  to  Charter- 
house, has  been  filled  up  by  the  election  of  the  Reverend 
Henry  Holden,  M.A.,  of  Balliol  College,  O.tford,  and 
Head  Master  of  Uppingham  Grammar  School. 

The  prize  of  300/.  founded  by  the   late   Sir  Astley 


Cooper,  has  been  awarded  by  the  surgeons  of  Guy's 
Hospital  to  Mr.  H.  Gray,  F.R.S.,  of  Wilton  Street,  for 
his  essay  on  the  "  Structure  and  Functions  of  the 
Human  Spleen." 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Pitt,  by  Hoppner,  bought  at 
Sotheby  and  Wilkinson's  a  few  months  back  by  Mr. 
Moffat,  M.P.,  has  been  presented  by  that  gentleman  to 
the  National  Gallery. 

Baron  Richards,  one  of  the  commissioners  in  the 
Encumbered  Estates  Court,  has  fallen  into  a  weak  state 
of  health,  arising  from  intense  application  to  his  duties  : 
under  medical  advice,  he  has  left  Ireland  for  the 
Pyrenees. 

The  King  of  Prussia  has  granted  the  great  gold  medal 
for  science  to  M.  Lenni  Levi,  for  his  work  ou  the  Com- 
mercial Law  of  the  World. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  has  bestowed  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  on  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys 
for  his  late  eminent  diplomatic  services. 

Dr.  Higgin,  Bishop  of  Limerick,  is  appointed  to  the 
National  Board  of  Education,  in  the  place  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin. 

The  Hon.  F.  Bruce,  now  Charge  d' Affaires,  and 
Consul-General  tothc  Oriental  Republic  of  the  Uruguay 
(Monte  Video),  is  appointed  her  Majesty's  agent  and 
Consul-General  in  Egypt. 

Mr.  Edmond  O'Flalierty  has  been  appointed,  con- 
jointly with  _Mr.  Godley,  Commissioner  of  Income-tax 
ia  Ireland. 


©Jjituarn  of  J5atablc  Jf3criSnn^. 

Sir  James  Stdart,  Chief  Justice  of  Canada,  died  at  Quebec 
on  the  10th  July. 

Lord  Ruthvicn  died  on  the  27th  ult.  at  Freeland,  Pertli- 
sliire,  iu  the  75th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Countess  of  Minto  died  at  Nervi,  in  Piedmont,  on  the 
22nd  ult. 

The  Earl  of  Seafield  died  on  the  30th  ult.,  at  Cullen 
House,  Banffshire,  iu  the  75th  year  of  liis  age. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  died  at  Warwick  Castle  on  the  10th 
Inst,  in  his  75th  year. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hawker  died  on  the  7tli  inst,,  in  tlie 
67th  year  of  his  age,  at  his  ]*esideuce  in  Dorset-place.  Few 
men  ever  enjoyed  a  higher  reputation  in  the  sporting  world 
than  this  veteran,  who,  after  serving  in  the  Peninsular  war 
with  the  utmost  distinction,  on  his  return  to  this  country 
produced  his  well-liuown  work  entitled  "Instructions  to 
Young  Sportsmen  in  all  that  relates  to  Guns  and  Shooting." 
This  boolc  had  prodigious  success,  the  tentli  edition  being 
uearlj-  ready  for  the  press  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

GENER.iL  DE  MoNTHOLON  tile  Well  liuown  memorialist  of 
Napoleon,  and  his  companion  at  St.  Helena,  has  just  died  in 
Paris. 

Ladv  Sale,  wife  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Robert  Sale,  died  at 
Cape  Town  on  the  6th  Jidy.  Slie  liad  arrived  only  a  few  days 
before  from  India,  intending  to  recruit  her  health  at  the 
Cape. 

Lieutenant-General  Lord  Saltoun  died  on  the  ISth  inst. 
at  liis  shooting  seat  near  Rothes,  in  his  69th  year. 

Admiral  Sir  George  Cockburn  died  on  the  18th  inst.  at 
the  age  of  82. 

Sir  Frederick  Adam,  Colonel  of  the  21st  Fusileers,  died 
suddenly  on  the  17th.  He  had  been  ou  a  visit  to  his  brother. 
Admiral  Charles  Adam,  at  Greenwich,  and  expired  at  the 
railway  station  wlieu  about  to  leave  tliat  place. 

Mr.  "Bransp.y  Cooper,  the  eminent  sui-geou,  elder  brother 
of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  died  suddenly  on  the  18th,  at  the 
Athenajum  Clubhouse. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  London  Gazette  of  the  16th  inst.,  contains  a 
despatch  from  Lord  Dalhousie,  giving  the  latest  intelli- 
gence from  India.  This  document  narrates  the  course 
of  the  negotiations  and  events  in  Burmah  to  the  termi- 
nation of  hostilities.  It  appears  that  after  the  King  of 
Ava  was  dethroned,  messengers  bore  the  submission  of 
his  successor,  the  Mengdoon  Prince,  to  the  British  camp, 
and  begged  for  peace.  The  only  objection  raised  by 
the  envoy  was,  that  the  frontier  should  be  at  Meaday. 
Upon  this  the  concession  of  Meaday  was  ofi'ered  ;  when 
the  Burmese  envoy  refused  to  sign  the  treaty,  and 
withdrew.  As  a  consequence,  the  British  frontier  was 
finally  fixed  to  the  north-west  of  Meaday  and  Tounghoo. 


The  King  of  Ava  did  not  sustain  his  envoy ;  but,  still 
desiring  peace,  he  ordered  the  Burmese  troops  not  to 
attack  Meaday  and  Tounghoo  ;  set  at  liberty  British 
subjects  imprisoned  in  Ava,  and  expressed  his  wish 
that  "  the  merchants  and  people  of  both  countries 
should  be  allowed,  in  accordance  with  former  friend- 
ship, to  pass  up  and  down  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
trading."  The  response  was  not  less  amicable.  "  The 
Governor-General  in  council  is  willing  to  acc?pt  these 
pacific  declarations  and  acts  of  the  King  as  sulistantial 
proof  of  his  acquiescence  in  the  proposed  conditions  of 
peace,  although  a  formal  treaty  has  not  been  concluded. 
Wherefore  the  Governor-General  in  council  permits  the 
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raising  of  the  river  blockade  ;  consents  to  the  renewal 
of  former  intercourse  with  Ava  ;  and  now  proclaims 
the  restoration  of  peace.  The  army  of  Ava  will  no 
longer  be  maintained  on  a  war  establishment.  At  the 
same  time,  a  force  will  be  permanently  retained  in 
Pegu,  amply  adequate  for  its  defence,  and  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  event  of  war."  Lord  Dalhousie  returns 
thanks  to  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  war  : 
Commodore  Lambert,  Sir  John  Cheape,  and  Captain 
Lynch,  are  especially  mentioned. 


The  latest  intelligence  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
13  of  a  favourable  nature.  The  new  constitution  has 
been  the  suliject  of  great  rejoicings.  Not  only  Cape 
Town,  but  Stellenbosch,  Swellendam,  Colesberg,  George, 
and  Malmesbury,  have  passed  hearty  addresses  to  the 
Queen,  thankini;  her  for  "  the  inestimable  gift  of  free 
institutions."  But  some  complaints  come  from  Graham's 
Town  ;  where,  while  grateful  for  the  constitution,  the 
settlers  have  passed  resolutions  complaining  tliat  its 
provisions  do  not  satisfy  their  moderate  requirements, 
and  especially  pointing  out  the  omission  of  all  provision 
far  removint?  the  seat  of  government  from  Cape  Town, 
or  for  efficient  government  in  that  province.  On  the 
whole,  the  constitution  has  been  well  received. 

The  efforts  of  General  Cathcart  to  restore  peace  have 
been  uninterrupted.  In  a  notice  of  the  Hth  May,  he  says 
th;it  "the  rebellion  is  entirely  extinct,  and  ample  pre- 
cautions taken  to  preserve  peace;"  and  that  "at  no 
former  period  of  colonial  history  was  the  eastern  pro- 
vinee  so  well  circumstanced."  Sir  George  Clerk  had 
arrived,  as  a  commissioner  to  settle  the  affairs  of  the 
Orange  River  sovereignty,  and  to  assist  Mr.  Owen  and 
General  Cathcart  in  settling  the  eastern  frontier 
generally.  Notwithstanding  the  late  war,  the  mate- 
riil  interests  of  the  colony  have  gone  on  improving. 
Land  has  risen  in  value,  capital  finds  employment; 
labour  is  in  great  demand  ;  trade  is  extending  far  and 
wide  ;  roads  are  in  progress ;  and  the  quantity  of  wool 
has  increased.  In  1852  the  exports  amounted  to 
735,985^,  in  value.  136,000^.  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  "The  imports  for  1852,"  says  a  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  Commercial  Exchange,  "  exceed  in 
value  those  of  the  former  year  by  290,000/.  The 
increase  on  the  revenue  of  the  customs  is  38,000/.  ;  of 
which  the  excess  of  wharfage-dues  over  the  amount 
collected  in  the  former  year  is  2000/.  The  increase  of 
shipping  entered  inwards  is  21  350  tons,  exclusive  of 
coasters,  which  number  52  vessels  more  than  in  1851." 
It  seems  that  rebel  Hottentots  still  lingered  in  the  Fish 


River  Bush,  doing  deeds  of  violence.     The  police  had 
tracked,  but  had  not  taken  them. 


The  legislative  council  of  Neio  South  Wales  have 
proceeded  to  carry  out  the  change  in  the  constitution 
lately  conceded.  On  the  20th  May,  Mr.  Wentworth 
moved  fur  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  draw  up 
the  new  constitution.  The  chief  point  discussed  was 
the  question  whether  the  Upper  Chamber  should  be 
nominated  by  the  Crown.  Only  one  member,  Mr. 
Martyn,  dissented  from  this  view,  which  it  was  antici- 
pated would  be  adopted ;  but  out  of  the  council  the 
nominee  system  was  unpopular. 

The  Australian  Anti-Convict  League  was  about  to 
dissolve,  as  snon  as  the  convict  system  should  be  form- 
ally abolished  ;  and  the  dissolution  was  to  be  celebrated 
by  the  grandest  banquet  ever  given  in  the  colony. 

The  Australian  Mail  has  brought  accounts  of  the 
Loss  of  a  Steamship  of  1000  tons  burden  called  the 
Monumental  City.  She  was  wrecked  on  the  coast 
between  Port  Philip  and  Sydney.  She  had  arrived  at 
Melbourne  with  a  great  number  of  passengers  from  the 
United  States,  and  was  on  the  way  to  Sydney,  several 
of  the  colonists  having  taken  passage  in  her.  On  the 
night  of  the  15tli  of  May  she  ran  upon  a  formidable  reef 
of  rocks  in  Malaquotta  Bay.  Out  of  86  people  who 
sailed  from  Melbourne,  32  men,  women  and  children, 
were  drowned  Amongst  the  passengers  who  perished 
were  Mr.  Wire,  stockbroker,  of  Glasgow;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stutts  and  child,  Mrs.  Wilson,  William  O'Gorman, 
Charles  Hopcott,  Mr.  Peter  Stobell,  Captain  White,  and 
Mr.  S,  Porter.  The  loss  of  the  Monumental  City  will 
exceed  30,000/. 


The  intelligence  from  Canada  though  of  no  political 
interest,  is  very  satisfactory.  In  Upper  Canada  the 
wheat  crop  is  abundant  beyond  precedent,  averaging 
40  bushels  per  acre.  From  Lower  Canada  the  accounts 
are  substantially  the  same,  with  the  exception  that 
comparatively  little  wheat  is  grown  in  that  section  of 
the  country.  The  railways  in  different  parts  of  the 
province  are  making  rapid  progress,  and  altogether  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  is  very  decided.  It  was  never 
so  much  so  before,  during  the  palmiest  days  of  protection 
of  colonial  produce  in  the  home  market.  Lord  Elgin, 
the  governor-general,  has  made  a  trip  to  the  Ottawa, 
and  his  progress  was  marked  by  demonstrations  of 
respect.  The  Lower  Canada  papers  confirm  the  state 
ments  of  the  existence  of  gold  in  their  part  of  the 
country.  It  is  thought  there  is  sufficient  to  repay 
skilled,  but  not  unskilled  labour. 


NAERATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  Dispute  hetween  Kussia  and  Turkey  remains 
unsettled.  Some  statements  made  by  our  ministers  as 
to  the  state  of  the  negotiations  will  be  seen  in  our 
Narrative  of  Parliament.  The  Sultan  has  issued  a 
mnnifesto  to  his  subjects,  stating  the  case  between  him- 
self and  Russia ;  telling  the  people  that  he  is  prepared 
for  Wiir;  and  exhorting  all  his  subjects  to  dwell  in 
harmony.  He  says, — "  As  has  been  already  mentioned, 
the  claims  of  Russia  relate  to  the  religious  privileges  of 
the  Greeks.  The  Greek  sect  and  their  chiefs  have 
personally  nothing  to  do  with  this  affair,  but  have,  on 
the  contrary,  expressed  their  gratitude  and  thanks  to 
their  government,  and  are  sorry  that  such  a  question 
has  ever  been  mooted :  they  must  not,  therefore,  be 
looked  upon  as  enemies.  Armenians,  Catholics,  Pro- 
testants, and  Jews,  are  also  the  true  and  faithful  sub- 
jects of  our  Lord  and  Padishah  ;  the  Greeks  are  so  also  ; 
and  they  must  therefore  live  in  peace  with  each  other." 


The  accounts  from  Paris  describe  the  fete  of  Saint 
Napoleon,  on  the  16th  instant,  as  being  held  with  un- 
precedented magnificence.  The  fete  opened  with  an 
official  reception  in  the  Tuileries,  of  the  members  of  the 
Imperial  family  and  the  great  officers  of  state.  Mass 
and  Te  Deum  followed  this ;  and  then  the  Corps  Diplo- 


matique were  received  in  the  salle  du  trOne.  Here  the 
Emperor  advanced  to  Lord  Cowley,  and,  taking  his 
hand,  said — "  I  thank  the  diplomatic  body  for  its  con- 
gratulations. What  is  most  agreeable  to  me  this  day 
is  to  behold  the  peace  of  Europe  consolidated — at  least  I 
consider  it  so — without  that  result  having  cost  anything 
to  the  dignity  and  amour-propre  of  any  nation."  In  the 
evening  there  was  a  state  dinner;  and  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  returned  to  St.  Cloud  about  ten  o'clock. 
Plenty  of  amusement  was  provided  for  the  people.  The 
theatres  were  open,  gratis  ;  there  were  boat-races  at 
Bercy  ;  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  a  mimic  representation 
of  the  capture  of  Laghanut  in  Algeria  was  given  ;  and 
the  tournaments  of  tlie  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  were 
revived.  In  addition  to  this  representation,  M.  Buislay 
rolled  his  ball,  whilst  standing  on  it,  up  a  spiral  inclined 
plane  ;  Madame  Saqui,  now  seventy-six,  danced  like  a 
girl  of  eighteen  ;  and  M.  Godard  made  a  balloon  ascen- 
sion. All  the  principal  points  of  amusement  were 
visited  by  the  Emperor  and  Empress.  But  the  great 
show  of  the  fete  was  the  illumination  and  fireworks. 
The  vast  space  lying  between  the  Tuileries,  the  Arc  de 
Trioniphe,  and  the  Barriere  de  I'Etoile,  was  full  of 
fanciful  structures,  arcades  in  succession,  broken  with 
porticoes,  and  the  whole  hung  thickly  with  lamps, 
which  when  lighted  formed  a  sketch  of  the  architecture 
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in  fiery  outlines.  The  avenue  of  the  Champs  Elysee 
looked  like  an  interminable  hall-room.  The  garden  of 
the  Tuileries  and  tlie  Place  de  la  Concorde  were  full  of 
light.  Nearly  a  million  lamps  were  blazing  altogether. 
All  the  reports  speak  of  the  scene  as  unexampltd. 
Later  in  the  evening,  some  very  grand  fireworks  were 
exhibited  at  the  Invalides.  The  chief  piece,  however, 
vras  the  "apotheosis"  of  Napoleon  the  Great;  who 
stood  in  Imperial  robes  with  his  feet  on  the  globe,  amid 
the  fiery  columns  of  a  gigantic  temple  of  Immortality. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  scale  of  this  piece  by 
the  fact  that  the  figure  of  Napoleon  was  sixty  feet  high. 
The  scene  closed  with  the  sudden  illumination  of  the 
dome  of  the  Invalids  with  red  Bengal  lights.  It  has 
been  remarked  that  everywhere  the  fete  was  for  the 
people.  Neither  in  the  theatres,  nor  in  the  Champ 
de  Mars,  nor  at  the  boat-races,  nor  at  the  fireworks, 
■were  any  places  reserved.  This  is  the  first  time 
of  such  an  occurrence  even  in  the  annals  of  Paris. 
The  Emperor  and  Empress  left  Paris  for  Dieppe  on  the 
17th,  intending  to  stay  at  that  watering-place  for  a 
fortnight.  A  full  and  com|)lete  amnesty  is  granted  to 
all  the  National  Guard  in  France,  for  all  offences 
against  discipline,  or  in  respect  of  any  sentence  of  the 
correctional  police.  Five  hundred  and  four  soldiers 
under  sentence  in  Africa  to  the  "  boulet"  or  hard  labour 
have  the  whole  or  part  of  their  punishment  remitted, 
15  individuals  having  belonged  to  the  army,  and  now 
in  central  prisons,  and  327  others  in  penitentiaries  or 
military  prisons  in  France  or  Algeria,  are  also  pardoned 
wholly  or  in  part.  The  Moniteur  announces  that  other 
propositions  for  pardons  to  individuals  of  the  above  class, 
as  well  as  to  persons  sentenced  by  courts-martial  for 
insurrectionary  acts,  will  shortly  be  submitted  to  his 
Majesty. 

An  alarm  of  a  revolutionary  demonstration  at  Rome 
has  been  followed  by  a  great  number  of  arrests.  The 
movement  was  expected  to  take  place  on  the  evening  of  the 
loth,  when  the  Piazza  Colonna  would  be  crowded  with 


people  to  witness  the  illumination  of  the  French  Casino, 
and  to  listen  to  the  music  in  honour  of  the  Emperor 
Napoleon's  festival.  The  vigilance  of  the  police  pre- 
vented any  such  attempt  from  taking  place,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  1-ith  the  principal  leaders  of  the  intended 
movement  were  arrested  and  conducted  to  prison,  to  the 
number,  hitherto,  of  twenty-nine  persons,  almost  ex- 
clusively Romans,  or  belonging  to  the  Roman  States. 
Of  these  the  princijial  is  the  advocate  Petroni  of 
Bologna,  formerly  president  of  the  Mazzinian  Committee 
in  Rome.  Amongst  the  other  persons  arrested  are 
Signor  Ruiz,  the  first  co»i/>Mi!jsta  or  accountant  in  Rome, 
together  with  his  sister,  the  government  being  resilved 
not  to  except  the  softer  sex  from  the  rigours  of  a  politi- 
cal prison  ;  Castellani,  son  of  the  well-known  jeweller 
in  the  Corso ;  Casciani,  son  of  Major  Casciani  of  the 
Palatine  Guard;  Pretli,  clerk  in  an  assurance  ofiice  ; 
Taddei,  nmsaicist ;  Cncchi,  idem.  Some  of  the  Genoese 
emissaries  were  also  found  in  this  man's  house,  in  the 
Borgo,  near  the  Vatican  ;  Francois,  clerk  in  the  salt 
and  tobacco  office;  Guijlielmetti,  baker,  and  several 
more  shopkeepers ;  but  it  is  expected  that  revelations 
will  now  be  extorted  day  by  day  from  these  prisoners 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  arrest  and  persecution  of 
hundreds  more  throughout  the  slate. 


The  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Brabant,  the  eldest  son 
of  the  king  of  the  Belgians,  to  the  Archduchess  Maria. 
Henrietta,  of  Austria,  was  celebrated  at  Brussels  on 
the  22nd  inst.  The  princess  had  previously  been  married 
bj'  proxy  at  Vienna. 


The  advices  from  New  York  are  to  the  10th  instant. 
They  contain  no  political  news  of  importance.  The  yellow 
fever  continues  to  rage  dreadfully  at  New  Orleans,  and 
has  also  appeared  at  Mobile.  Accounts  from  the  Great 
Salt  Lake  describe  the  Moi  mon  Settlement  as  prospering. 
Chief  Justice  Reed  had  arrived  at  the  Great  Salt  Lake 
city,  on  the  5th  of  June,  and  took  the  oath,  of  ofiice, 
administered  by  young  Brighaui  in  person. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


The  month  which  generally  is  one  of  the  dullest  of 
the  literary  year,  has  not  been  at  all  enlivened  in  the 
present  year  by  the  number  or  character  of  the  books 
that  have  appeared  in  it.  The  very  few  that  may 
claim  mention  are  of  the  most  miscellaneous  kind, 
and  none  have  possessed  so  much  interest  as  the 
translation  of  an  enthusiastic  Frenchman's  volumes 
on  Louis  XVII.  and  the  Captivity  of  the  Royal 
Family  in  the  first  revolution.  The  appearance 
of  this  book,  and  the  sensation  it  has  made  in  Pari*", 
may  serve  to  mark  the  strange  re-action  since  the 
time,  so  little  distant,  when  Lamartine's  Girondins 
excited  a  similar  (yet  how  different !)  storm  of  sympathy. 
The  second  volume  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Encyclo- 
pcedia  Britannica  has  been  completed.  Mr.  Hannay  has 
collected  some  magazine  and  other  papers,  chiefly 
nautical,  under-  the  title  of  Sketches  in  Ultra-Marine. 
Mr.  Austin  and  Mr.  Ralph  have  compiled  in  a  single 
volume  brief  outlines  of  Lives  of  the  Poets  Laureate. 
Mr.  Albert  Smith  has  told  in  print,  what  he  has  told  to 
so  many  audiences  viva  voce,  his  Story  of  Mont  Blanc. 
Mr.  Robert  Carruthers  has  put  together  a  very  aureeable 
and  well-informed  Memoir  of  Pope,  for  the  National 
Illustrated  Library.  Doctor  Lyman  Beecher,  the 
brother  of  Mrs.  Stowe,  has  collected  a  volume  full 
of  Lectures  on  Intemperance ;  and  another  brother 
of  the  same  lady,  the  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher, 
has  done  the  same  by  certain  lectures  of  his  to 
young  men  on  The  Vices.  Mrs.  Moodie  has  pour- 
trayed  Life  i?i  the  Clearings  as  a  contracted  com- 
panion to  her  less  agreeable  Hovyhing  it  in  the  Bush. 
Mrs.  Colin  Mackenzie  has  published  her  journal  and 
letters  during  a  six  years'  residence  in  India,  with  the 
title  of  Life  in  the  Mission,  the  Camp,  and  the  Zenana. 
Mrs.  Percy  Sinnett  has  written  a  Child's  History  of  the 
^^orld.  Mr.  David  Urquhart  has  explained  his  views 
of  the  Progress  of  Russia  in  the  West,  North,  and  South, 


which  have  only  reference  however  to  recent  events  in 
so  far  as  these  have  been  governed  by  traditional  Russian 
policy.  Mr.  John  Sherer  has  described  his  experiences 
as  a  Gold  Finder  in  Australia,  which  are  illustrated  as 
abundantly  by  the  pencil  as  the  pen.  Mr.  Eyre  Evans 
Crowe  has  written  a  mixed  volume  of  travel  and  politics 
called  The  Greek  and  the  Turk,  or  Powers  and  Prospects 
in  the  Levant.  Mr  John  Francis  Maguire,  MP.  has 
devoted  a  useful  practical  volume  to  the  Indiistrial 
Movement  in  Ireland  as  Illustrated  by  the  National 
Exhibition  of  1852;  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Webster  his  in 
a  somewhat  similar  volume  treated  Ireland  as  a 
Field  for  Investment  or  Residence.  Of  books  more 
immediately  suggested  by  the  season,  a  handsome 
volume  descriptive  of  A  Summer  at  Baden-Baden 
with  illustrations  by  Tony  Johannot  and  other  French 
artists,  an  Antiquarian  Guide  to  Killarney,  and 
another  of  Mr.  Murray's  Hand  Books  for  Travellers, 
of  which  the  subject  is  Southern  Italy  and  Naples, 
may  be  singled  out.  To  the  Messrs.  Longman's 
Travellers'  Library  additions  have  been  made  of  a 
popular  disquisition  on  Turkey  and  Christendom, 
and  of  a  translation  from  Emile  Souvestre  of  the 
Confessions  of  a  Working  Man.  Three  importations 
from  America  deserve  also  to  be  named;  Mr.  Tucker- 
man's  Menial  Portraits  or  Studies  of  Character, 
sketches  of  life  and  scenery  from  The  Old  House  by  the 
Ricer,  and  a  wonder-book  for  children  by  Mr.  Hawthorne, 
called  Tanglewood  Tales.  Our  brief  summary  closes 
with  the  mention  of  another  translation  from  the  French 
which,  under  the  title  of  Private  Trials  and  Public 
Calamities,  describes  the  early  life  of  a  Frenchwoman 
of  noble  family  during  the  troubles  of  the  first  revolu- 
tion ;  and  of  two  Engli.sh  stories,  Charles  Auchester 
and  Christie  Johnstone,  the  former  in  three  volumes, 
and  the  latter  (whichis  by  the  author  of  Peg  Wojfington) 
in  one. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bulliou  iu  Bank  of  England  on  20th  inst.,  £17,171,793. 

LATEST  LONDON   PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  I  Silver  b.ii-s,  per  oz.  5  1^-^ 

Do.,  dust,  ,,         3  16    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       ,,       4    llj 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foueion  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris OOS  prcm. 

Hamburgh   0-82     ,, 


New  York 0  06  disct. 


STOCKS. 

Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents. 
Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  ISGO  . . . . 

Bank  Stock,  8  per  cent 

Excheiiucr  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

9Si 

96i 

994 

971 

loia 

100 

6 

61 

229 

227i 

2.1,  pra. 

3s.  dis. 

24s.  pm. 

125.pm. 

Latest. 


93i 
98M 
lOli 

''to 
22S-9 
l.«.  pm. 
20s.  pm. 


Paid. 


100 
all 
100 
100 
all 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackw.all     

C;iledonian   

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northenx 

Great  Western  .... 
Ijaneash.  <fc  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westn. 
London  &  S.  Westn. 

Jlidland    

South-East.  &  Dover 
York,  Newc,  &  Ber. 
York  &  N.  Midland 


Iligiiest. 

liOWCit, 

Latest. 

103i 

102 

101-2 

9 

Si 

H 

CSi 

06  i 

fi7i    ) 
72-4   1 

74 

r2i 

13 

12a 

13i-i 

114 

110 

112-14 

87 

S3 

83-4 

9U 

S8 

88i-9 

781 

75 

75-i 

llCi 

112 

111-12 

90i 

8fii 

854-6i 

72i 

70 

71i-i 

V23 

70 

70i-i 

70 

6Si 

70-i  1. 

60J 

58j 

59-i  j 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


370,942 
41,420 

436,754 

525,351 
163,596 
483,845 
653,637 
596,713 
1,490,948 
395,936 
766,802 
504,495 

785,714 


FOREIGN  LIST.— LATEST  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent,  103 
Chilian  0  per  cent.,  104^-6^ 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  103i 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  97i 
Frencli  3  per  cent., 
French  4  per  cent., 
French  44  per  cent.,  102f.  50c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  26J 
Peruvian  3  p.  c.  defd.,  58  to  60. 
Portuguese  4  per  cent..  45^ 
Russian  5  i)er  cent.,  117 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  47i 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  96-7 


Railways. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  2^  to  3 
East  Belgian  Junct.  Itol^ 
Luxembourg.  7^  to  i 
Northern  of  France,  36-i 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  8i  to  9 
Paris  and  Orleans,  51  to  53 
Paris  and  Lyons,  19i  pm. 
Paris  and  Rouen,  44  j 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  39^ 
South  of  France,  5  to  6  pm. 
West  Fl.anders,  4  to  4i     ,, 
West  of  France,  10  to  lOJ 
Rouen  and  Havre,  20  to  21 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Austr.alasian    4  dis. 

Australian  2^  prem. 

Do.  Cordillera ^  dis. 

Do.  Freehold 1  dis. 

Brit.  Australian    i  dis. 

Colonial  Gold i  to  |  p.m. 

Lake  Bathurst i  dis. 

Port  Pliilip    i  dis. 

South  Australian  . .  i  dis.  par. 

Railways. 

East  Indian     . .  5  to  5i  prem. 

Upper  India f     ,, 

Ind.  Peninsula.    2  to  2i  j  ,, 

Madr.as 2  to  2i      ,, 

Qucb.  and  Rich- 
mond    1    dis. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN — IMPERIAL  WEEKLY  AVERAGE. 


Banks. 

Australasian    80  to  82 

Eug.  Scott,  and  Aust.  i  pm. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China  ^-J  pm. 
Loudon  Aust.  and  India  par. 
London  Chart,  of  Aus.  2^-3  pm. 

South  Australian 43-5 

Union  of  Australia  70  to  72 


Steam  Companies. 
Austr.alaaiau  Pacific. . . . 
Australian  Royal  Mail. .  3i  pm. 

Eastern  Steam  Navig 11 

General  Screw  St.  Ship     ..    13 
Peuins.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  77 


Week 

endiu);— 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

.'. 

d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

8.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.     d. 

July  23 

51 

10 

29       4 

21       6 

35      3 

40      4 

37     10 

—   30 

52 

7 

29       7 

22       2 

36      3 

40       5 

36      S 

Aug.    6 

53 

9 

29       9 

22       6 

37      3 

40      7 

36    10 

—    12 

53 

3 

29     10 

22       3 

34       9 

41       5 

36       9 

—    20 

51 

1 

29       7 

22       0 

34     10 

40     11 

34       9 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 

.t.       «.  I.    .'.      t. 

54  to  GO     Il.ny per  load  4  10  to  5 


29  —  31 
o]^ 22 


Mlscellaneous  Companies. 


Austr.alian  AgiiciiUural,  35-7 
Van  Dicinen's  Land,   16-7 
South    Australian  Land,  37-9 


North  Brtish  Australian,  i  pm. 

Peel  River  Land 1     ,, 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest  . .  2     ,, 


.•:. 

d.    s.  d. 

3 

Sto4  6 

•> 

S— 4  8 

4 

0  —  5  0 

3 

4  —  4  0 

1 

2  —  1      5 

1 

4  —  1     6 

3 

5  —  5     0 

1 

5  —  2     6 

0 

9  —  1     9 

1 

2  —  2     1 

JIalt.  Pale.        per  qr. 
Malting  Barley      „ 
Oats,  best,  ,, 

Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  43  —  47 

Country   household  35  —  37 

American,  per  barl.  24  —  27 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr.  30  —  33 
Cattle — 

Beasts,     per  st. 

Calves    . .     , , 

Sheep , 

Pigs    ....     „ 
Wool,  per  lb. — 

South    Downs 

Kentish  fleeces 

Germ.an  Elect. 

Australian .... 

Capo    

Spanish 

Metals. 
Copjja;  Cakes,  p.  ton  107/.  10s. 
Iron,  Pigs,  il.  ;  Rai'.s,  SI.  \0s. 
to  SI.  IS.t.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  22;.  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  ir<l.  to  17Z.  Tin. 
English  block,  112!.;  Banca, 
120(.  ;  Spelter,  301.  ;  Zmc, 
3U. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  S2s. 

American,  64s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  81b., 

4s.  to  4s.  6d. ;  Irish  India,  per 

tr.,   135s.  ;   Hambro',  133s.  ; 

American,  130s.  to  145s. 
Botter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

lid.  to  Is.  Id.  ;  Dorset,  per 

cwt.,  94s.  to  lOO.-!.;  Irish,  S.Ss. 

to  94s.  ;  Dutch,  80s.  to  94s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,    per   cwt., 

56s.   to   75s.  ;    Dutch,    56».  ; 

Wiltshire,  54s.  to  70s. 
Hams— York,    74j.    to    S3s.  ; 

Irish,    6fis.   to   74s.  ;     West- 
phalia, 60s.  to  70s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,    per 

8  lb.,  4s.  Orf.  to  5s. 
Potatoes,    per  ton,    130s.    to 

ISOs. 
Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  id.  to  4s. 
Veal  3«.  8rf.  to  4s.  Sd. 


Clover..        ,,  5    0—60 

Straw..         ,,  1     8—1  16 

Guano,  Peruv.,p.  ton,  9^.  to  12?. 

Linseed  cake,  pr.  tn., 8'.  to  Si.  5.'-. 

Rape  cake,  ditto,  5(.  to  5?.  bx. 

Bones,  ditto,  4/.  4s. 

Hops. — Kents,  160s.  ;  Sussex, 
112.?.  to  120s. 

Poultry  —  Capons,   4s.  —  5.?.  ; 

Fowls,    4s.  —  6s.  ;     Chicks, 

4s.6ti. — 5s.6rf.;  Ducks,  3s.6ci.; 

Geese,  4s.  Gd. — 6s. ;  Turkeys, 

s.    d. —  s.  ;  Pigeons,  Sd. 

Hides,  &c.— Market,  96  1b., 
3i<;.— 63rf.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
23d.;  do.,  Calf-skins,  10  lb., 
5s.  6d..;  do.,  Horse-hides,  0.5. ; 
O.x  and  Cow  horns,  per  123, 
21s.— 03s.  Bough  Tal., 25s.  6(i. 
Oils. 

G.allipoli  per  ton,  68?.;  Sperm, 
S9i.  ;  Pale  Se.al,  341.  ;  Rape, 
39(.  to  iOl. ;  Cocoa-mit.  401. 
to  42;. ;  Palm,  38;.  5s. ;  Lin- 
seed, 291.  9s. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Sheep, 
48s.  to  ail. 6s. ;  Russia,  50(.  to 
51;. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  30s. 
to  41s.;   Bahia.  27.?.   to  28.?. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 45s.  6d.  to  46.?.  ;  Do., 
Plantation,  60s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 72s.  to  S2s.  ;  Jamaica, 
61s.  to  8.8s.  ;  Java,  5»s.  to 
53s.  Costa  Rica,  54s.  to  S3s. 

Rice,  per  cwt, — Caroliua(duty 
paid),  24s,  Orf. ;  Bengal.  13.?.  to 
14s.  Orf.  ;  Patna,14.?.  to  IS.?. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  39s.  ;  M.auritius,  33s. 
to  38s. ;  Bengal,  37s.  to  40,?. ; 
Madras,  31s.  to  34s. ;  Ha- 
vannah,  24s.  to  20s. 

Do.,  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  46s.  to  49s. ;  Bastards, 
28s.  to  35s.  Od. ;  Crushed, 
31s.  to  31.?.  3d. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  1.?.  lOcJ.)— 
Congou,  lid.  to  Is.;  Sou- 
chong, ls.2rf.  to  2s.  Od.  ;Hy- 
son,  ls.4tZ,  to  3s.  6d.;  Assam, 
Is.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 
departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


18.53. 

Australian 
Culouies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  June  31    . . 
July    

34,145 
5,3.35 

20,489 
3,605 

120,785 
18,136 

969 
243 

176,388 
27,319 

To 

39,480 

24,094 

120,785 

1,212 

203,707 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


Proiu 

London . . 
Livei-ponl 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  .. 


Cabin. 


£45  to  05 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 


Inter. 

mediate. 


£30  to  36 
20  —  SO 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 


Steerage. 


£25  to  27  10 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14  —  10 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  lect. 


£5  0  to  £7 
4  10—  6 
4  0—5 
4    10—    5 
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NAERATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


Lord  John  Bussell  had  a  Great  Public  Reception  at 
Greenock  on  the  19th.  The  freedom  of  the  town 
having  been  presented  to  him,  lie  delivered  an  address, 
in  acknowledgment  of  the  compliment,  which  has  excited 
much  public  attention  as  indicating  the  views  of  the 
government  on  some  important  points  of  foreign  and 
domestic  policy.  The  following  are  some  of  the  most 
remarkable  passages  : — "  I  cannot  but  look  back  to  that 
time  to  congratulate  you,  and  to  congratulate  myself, 
that  times  are  so  greatly  altered.  Your  Provost  has 
alluded  to  institutions  in  other  countries  which  have 
failed — to  liberties  which  have  flourished  for  a  time,  and 
have  decayed  without  bringing  their  fruits  to  maturity  ; 
but  the  difference  between  those  countries  and  this  is, 
that  there  is  such  a  temperate  enjoyment  of  freedom, 
such  forbearance  in  pushing  rights  to  extremity,  such  a 
■well-considered  appreciation  of  the  value  of  liberty,  that 
institutions  derive  all  their  force  and  all  their  grandeur 
from  the  character  of  the  people  among  whom  they  are 
introduced.  It  is  thus  that  if  I  have  at  any  time  been 
enabled  to  add  to  the  privileges,  to  add  to  the  power  of 
the  people,  I  have  felt  at  the  time,  and  I  have  had  con- 
firmed by  experience,  a  sense  that  I  was  adding  at  the 
same  time  to  the  strength  and  security  of  the  throne. 
I  am  sure,  gentlemen,  that  such  will  continue  to  be  the 
case,  and  that  while  you  value  and  esteem  those  privileges 
which  you  enjoy,  and  those  privileges  which  you  may 
hereafter  obtain,  you  will  at  the  same  time  consider  that 
it  is  by  the  temperate  use  of  liberty  that  all  these 
privileges  can  be  best  maintained  to  a  remote  posterity. 
With  regard  to  the  future,  although  I  may  take  but  for 
a  short  time  any  further  part  in  the  deliberations  of 
Parliament,  I  trust  that,  much  which  excited  party 
feeling  and  heated  discussion  having  passed  away — 
much  that  was  matter  of  doubt  having  been  settled^I 
trust,  with  regard  to  future  measures,  that  there  will  be, 
if  not  an  absence  of  party — because  I  do  not  expect  that 
at  any  time  there  will  be  an  absence  of  party  in  this 
country,  or  that  there  will  be  any  time  when  an  honest 
difference  of  opinion  should  not  be  expressed — but  I 
hope  that  there  may  be  such  agreement  that  the  course 
of  legislation  may  be  still  further  conducive  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people  at  large.  And  let  me  say,  however 
important  the  questions  discussed  in  past  years, — and  it 
would  be  difficult,  perhaps,  to  iind  a  time  in  the  history 
of  any  country  when  so  many  measures  of  importance 
have  been  obtained  without  convulsions  and  without 
revolutions  as  have  been  obtained  and  established  in  this 
country  since  the  year  1833, — I  say,  while  that  has  been 
the  case,  there  still  remains  much  for  the  consideration, 
not  only  of  all  statesmen,  but  of  all  men  who  are  lovers 
of  humanity  and  of  justice,  and  who  have  a  regard  for 
the  welfare  of  their  countrymen.  It  is  thus  with  regard 
to  legislation  as  the  poet  describes  it  with  regard  to  the 
traveller  in  a  mountain  country  ;  although  you  seem  to 
have  mounted  an  ascent,  there  are  still  farther  ascents 
before  you — ■ 

■  Hills  upon  hills,  and  Alps  on  Alps  arise. ' 

There  is  no  time — I  contemplate  no  time — when  there 
■will  not  be  much  for  an  enlightened  and  benevolent 
legislature  to  discuss,  to  arrange,  and  to  establish. 
Unfortunately  the  very  increase  of  civilisation — the  very 
gathering  together  of  populations  which  are  the  proofs 
of  industry,  of  commerce,  of  flourishing  manufactures 


and  increased  trade — these  things  bring  with  them 
attendant  evils ;  [and  while  we  are  occupied,  while 
benevolent  men  are  occupied,  in  extending  to  remote 
regions  the  light  of  Christianity,  there  are  too  many, 
almost  at  our  own  doors,  who  from  the  imperfection  and 
deficiency  of  education  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  the 
crowded  and  ill- ventilated  dwellings  they  inhabit  on  the 
other  hand,  are  almost  as  much  deprived  of  the  means 
of  obtaining  religious  knowledge  and  moral  instruction 
as  the  heathen  in  the  most  distant  lands  which  our 
devoted  missionaries  have  visited,  and  where  they  have 
been  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  for  the  promotion  of 
Divine  truth."  He  enlarged  upon  the  natural  differences 
between  the  actions,  in  these  cases,  of  a  despotism  and  a 
constitutional  government.  "  Our  very  freedom  stands 
in  the  way  of  many  regulations  which  of  themselves  ai-e 
beneficial.  While  in  a  foreign  country  where  a  despotic 
rule  prevails,  you  will  find  that  there  is  an  obligation  to 
provide  for  good  ventilation,  for  order,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  measures  of  police,  of  that  which  contributes 
to  the  health  of  the  population  in  a  city,  our  people — 
naturally,  I  must  say,  and  I  find  no  fault  with  such 
jealousy — object  to  the  interference  of  any  central 
authority ;  and  when  the  matter  is  left  to  their  own 
government,  do  not  always  provide  for  themselves  those 
measures  they  should  provide  for  the  good  of  the  people. 
Where  you  should  interfere  in  such  cases,  and,  if  you 
interfere,  what  should  be  the  limit  of  your  intei'ference  ? 
— how  far  can  you  limit  the  freedom  of  the  people  in 
this  respect  ? — how  far  should  legislation  be  introduced 
in  this  matter  ? — these  are  important  questions,  which 
the  Legislature  should  consider.  Then  with  regard  to 
education,  what  vast  matters  are  open  upon  which  men 
of  the  greatest  intellect  have  already  given  their  opinions 
to  the  world  !  Can  we  rely  on  the  voluntary  eflbrts  of 
individuals  to  provide  sufficient  education  for  the  people 
at  large,  or  should  you  interfere,  as  the  Governments  of 
America  have  interfered,  in  order  to  provide  education  ? 
If  you  do  interfere,  how  far  should  you  insist  that  it 
should  be  a  religious  education  ? — can  you,  on  the  other 
hand,  provide  secular  education,  and  leave  the  ministers 
of  religion  to  give  religious  instruction  ?  I  only  glance 
at  these  questions,  in  order  to  show  that  there  are 
mighty  matters  still  for  the  consideration  of  legislators 
and  statesmen ;  and  I  pray  to  God  that  they  may  bo 
resolved  in  a  manner  befitting  the  intelligence,  befitting 
the  dignity,  and  befitting  the  spirit  of  an  enlightened 
and  Christian  people."  With  more  emphasis,  and  the 
marked  sympathy  of  his  audience,  he  referred  to  foreign 
affairs.  "  And  now  let  me  say,  that  while  these  matters  of 
internal  legislation  are  of  the  utmost  importance — while 
they  must  occupy  from  time  to  time  the  minds  and  the  time 
of  those  who  are  called  to  represent  you  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament— while  there  are  other  questions 
of  internal  legislation,  likewise  of  vast  importance,  upon 
which  I  already  for  my  part  have  given  my  opinion, 
further  measures  ought  to  be  adopted, — it  is  likewise  to 
be  considered,  and  I  trust  we  shall  none  of  us  forget  it, 
that  this  country  holds  an  important  position  among  the 
nations  of  the  world ;  that  not  once,  but  many  times, 
she  has  stood  forward  to  resist  oppression,  to  maintain 
the  independence  of  weaker  nations,  to  preserve  to  the 
general  family  of  nations  that  freedom,  that  power 
of  governing  themselves,  of  which  others  have  sought 
to  deprive  them.      I  trust  that  character  will  not  be 
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forgotten,  will  not  be  abandoned  by  a  people  which  is  now 
stronger  in  means,  which  is  more  populous,  and  more 
wealthy  than  it  ever  has  been  at  any  former  period. 
This,  then,  you  will  agree  with  me,  is  not  the  period  to 
abandon  any  of  those  duties  towards  the  world,  towards 
the  whole  of  mankind,  which  Great  Britain  lias  hitherto 
performed.  Let  us  perform  them,  if  possible,  by  our 
moral  influence — let  us  perform  them,  if  possible,  while 
we  maintain  the  inestimable  blessings  of  peace.  But 
while  we  endeavour  to  maintain  peace,  I  certainly  should 
be  the  last  to  forget  that  if  peace  cannot  be  maintained 
with  honour,  it  is  no  longer  peace.  It  becomes  then,  as 
I  have  said,  no  longer  peace,  but  a  truce— a  precarious 
truce — to  be  denounced  by  others  whenever  they  may 
think  fit — whenever  they  may  think  that  an  opportunity 
has  occurred  to  enforce  by  arms  their  unjust  demands 
either  upon  us  or  upon  our  allies.  I  trust  that  so  long 
as  I  can  bear  any  part  in  the  public  councils  of  this 
kingdom,  such  will  be  my  sentiments,  and  such  my 
conduct.  Happy  I  am  to  find  that  you  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  signify  your  agreement  with  me  in  these 
sentiments.  I  shall  conclude,  therefore,  by  thanking 
you  again  for  the  great  honour  you  have  done  me ; 
assuring  you  that  I  shall  remain  attached  to  that  cause 
which  has  been  expressed  in  plain  words'  in  that  which 
used  to  be  the  standing  toast  at  our  dinners  wherever 
Englishmen  were  met — 'The  cause  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  over  the  world.'  I  trust  thai  wherever  the  influ- 
ence of  Britain  extends  that  cause  will  be  maintained  by 
her.  I  feel  it  is  her  sacred  trust,  and  that  when  she 
lets  fall  that  standard  from  her  hands  she  no  longer 
deserves  to  bear  a  part  in  the  concerns  of  the  nations 
of  the  world."  —  This  speech  w.as  received  with 
warm  appIau«;o ;  that  part  especially  which  related 
to  the  Turkish  question,  which  was  enthusiastically 
cheered. 

The  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  Corrupt  Practices 
at  Elections  in  the  Borourjhof  Maldon,  upon  a  review  of 
the  whole  evidence,  came  to  the  following  conclusions, 
which  are  of  general  interest  and  importance  :— "  That 
corrupt  practices  in  various  forms  have  long  prevailed 
at  elections  for  the  borough,  and  that  open  and  direct 
bribery  was  practised  at  the  last  election  to  a  greater 
extent  than  at  any  which  preceded  it.  We  also  find  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  electors,  consisting  chiefly  of  the 
poorer  class  offreemen,  have,  in  giving  their  votes,  been  in- 
fluenced, not  by  the  political  or  personal  recommendations 
of  the  candidates,  but  by  considerations  of  money  or 
other  benefit  to  themselves,  and  that  such  influences 
have  been  habitually  employed  to  corrupt  them:  but 
we  cannot  forbear  adding  as  our  opinion,  that  the  blame 
of  such  corruption  rests  not  so  much  with  them  as  with 
their  superiors,  by  whom  the  temptation  to  it  was  held 
out." 

The  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices at  the  Election  for  Barnstaple,  terminated  their 
proceedings  on  the  17th,  after  a  sitting  of  sixteen  days. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  bribery  proved  on  the 
part  of  the  agents  of  the  Tory  candidates  at  the  last 
election,  and  the  last  few  days  were  occupied  by  the 
Court  in  examining  a  number  of  witnesses,  who  had 
received  6/.  a  piece  for  their  votes.  The  inquiry  has 
also  been  distinguished  by  some  shameful  instances  of 
perjury,  and  an  incident  of  a  very  painful  nature.  It 
was  elicited  that  a  family  of  the  name  of  Gaydon,  num- 
bering twelve  voters,  had  received  6?.  each  for  their 
votes.  One  of  them,  a  respectable  silversmith,  at  first 
denied  strongly,  on  oath,  but  afterwards,  on  his  brother 
being  sent  for  from  London  to  confront  him,  he  was  con- 
strained to  admit  it.  One  of  the  Gaydons,  a  mason, 
aged  eighty,  attempted  to  commit  suicide,  being  afraid 
of  being  summoned  before  the  commissioners,  as  his 
name  was  on  the  list  as  one  who  had  received  a  bribe. 
'He  had  denied  that  he  had  accepted  money  for  his 
vote  as  alleged  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  when  he  heard  that  he  was  to  be  called 
up  before  the  commissioners  he  cut  his  throat,  but  for- 
tunately it  was  discovered  in  time  to  avert  an  immedi- 
ately fatal  result,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  ultimately 
recover.  The  number  of  electors  proved  to  have  been 
bribed  at  the  lust  election  for  Barnstaple  exceeded  250, 
the  price  being  6Z.  for  each  conservative  voter.  In  some 
instances  as  much  as  10^.  was  given.    For    split-vote? 


between  Fraser  and  Ebrington  the  bribe  varied  from 
21.  10s.  to  3^.  The  total  amount  expended  by  the  Con- 
servative candidates  amounted  to  2400/.,  exclusive  of 
the  sum  they  expended  in  defending  their  seats.  The 
number  of  freemen  bribed  was  about  140.  The  gross 
number  is  262,  so  that  it  appeared  that  about  one-half 
of  this  class  of  voters  were  bribed.  The  number  of 
householders  who  received  money  for  their  votes  was  110. 
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An  Inquest  was  held  on  the  31st.  ult.,  on  the  body 
of  Mr.  G.  Stephens,  a  plumber  in  Bermondsey.  Mr. 
Stephens  owned  some  houses  in  Bermondsey,  and  a 
young  man  and  his  wife,  named  Lawrence,  rented  one 
of  them.  For  some  time  past  Lawrence  has  suspected 
the  fidelity  of  his  wife,  and  looked  with  a  jealous  eye 
upon  Mr.  Stephens,  though  it  is  believed  without 
foundation.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  ult.  Lawrence 
went  to  a  shop  in  Bermondsey,  where  he  purchased  a 
brace  of  large  pistols.  In  the  afternoon,  he  met  Mr. 
Stephens,  and  presenting  a  pistol  deliberately  aimed  at 
him.  The  weapon  missed  fire,  and  Lawrence  imme- 
diately presented  another  pistol  and  fired.  The  contents 
lodged  in  Mr.  Stephens'  thighs.  He  staggered  into  the 
shop  of  a  bootmaker  named  Smith,  who  on  running  out 
to  look  for  Lawrence,  found  that  he  had  decamped. 
Medical  assistance  was  promptly  obtained,  but  Mr. 
Stephens  died  a  few  days  afterwards.  The  jury 
I'eturned  a  verdict  of  "  wilful  murder  against  John 
Lawrence,"  for  whose  apprehension  a  warrant  was 
issued  by  the  coroner. 

A  Dane  named  Lomerschal  has  been  charged  at  the 
Southwark  Police  office  with  the  remarkable  Murder  of 
Eliza  Grimwood  in  1838.  The  charge  against  him  arose 
out  of  some  words  he  is  said  to  have  used  to  Jennings, 
a  woman  with  whom  he  lived  He  was  accustomed  to 
beat  her,  she  said,  telling  her  that  he  would  "  serve  her 
as  he  served  Eliza  Grimwood."  Jennings  talked  about 
this,  and  Lomerschal  was  arrested.  He  denied  his 
guilt,  and  the  words  quoted  against  him,  but  admitted 
that  he  had  threatened  to  serve  Jennings  as  Eliza 
Grimwood  ]iad  been  served.  He  was  remanded  in  order 
that  further  evidence  might  be  obtained,  especially  that 
of  a  cabman  who  could  identify  the  person  who  was 
supposed  to  have  committed  the  murder  ;  but  it  was 
found  that  the  cabman  had  been  transported  ;  and  the 
magistrate  discharged  Lomerschal,  observing  that  the 
charge  ought  not  to  have  been  made. 

A  dreadful  Murder  of  two  children  has  been  committed 
at  Stockport.  On  the  evening  of  the  2nd  inst.  a  man 
named  Thomas  Moore  gave  information  at  the  Stockport 
police-office  of  the  disappearance  of  his  two  step-children, 
and  requested  that  inquiries  might  be  made,  at  the  same 
time  giving  a  description  of  them.  On  the  following 
day  this  man  was  apprehended,  under  a  warrant  which 
hall  been  out  against  him  since  last  November  for 
neglecting  to  support  his  wife  and  family.  He  was  then 
questioned  respecting  the  disappearance  of  the  children, 
and  his  replies  excited  a  suspicion  against  him.  A 
reward  was  offered  for  their  discover)',  and  all  the  rivers 
and  ponds  in  the  neighbourhood  were  dragged,  but 
without  success,  until  the  morning  of  the  5th,  when 
their  bodies  were  found  in  the  Manchester  and  Ashton 
canal.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  Moore  was  seen 
leading  the  children  towards  the  canal,  near  the  place 
where  the  bodies  were  found,  between  9  and  10  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  2nd.  He  afterwards  went  to 
the  house  of  a  woman  named  Elizabeth  Barton,  alias 
Walton,  and  requested  her  leave  to  dry  his  clothes,  as 
he  was  wet  through.  Although  it  had  been  raining,  his 
appearance  induced  her  to  ask  him  where  he  had  got  so 
wet;  when  he  replied  that  he  had  been  helping  a  woman 
to  lift  a  can  on  her  head  at  the  river  side,  and  had  fallen 
back  into  the  water.  Since  his  apprehension  he  has 
maintained  a  profound  reserve,  beyond  a  general  denial 
of  all  knowledge  how  the  children  came  to  their  death. 
The  names  of  the  cliildren  are  James  and  John  Higham, 
the  former  eight  and  the  other  four  years  old.  Their 
father  died  about  four  years  ago,  and  about  two  years 
subsequently   their  mother  was   married  again  to  the 
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prisoner,  then  employed  as  a  striper  and  grinder  at  the 
mill  of  Mr.  M'Clure  (late  Alfred  Orrell),  cotton  spinner. 
She  had  one  child  by  him,  which  died  some  time  ago. 
Siiice  his  marriage  the  prisoner  has  been  in  no  regular 
employment,  and  generally  absent  from  home.  In  May, 
1852,  he  was  imprisoned  for  a  month  for  neglecting  to 
support  his  family.  His  wife  had  earned  a  living  by 
working  in  a  factory,  but  during  the  recent  turn-out  was 
compelled  to  resort  to  begging  for  a  subsistence,  and, 
while  so  engaged,  met  the  prisoner  accidentally,  as  he  was 
coming  out  of  a  mill,  where  he  was  at  work,  at  Hyde. 
She  has  recently  been  living  with  her  father,  James 
Taylor,  in  Marsland-street,  Portwood  ;  and  on  Frida)- 
last  came  home  at  noon  and  prepared  dinner,  but  her 
children  did  not  come  in  before  she  returned  to  work. 
Shortly  after  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  her  husband 
came  in,  and  began  to  scold  her,  because  she  had  not 
I  sent  him  his  dinner.  He  tuld  her  he  had  obtained  work 
at  M'Clure's,  and  had  scut  one  of  her  sons  to  fetch  his 
dinner.  The  mother  was  very  much  distressed  at  the 
continued  absence  of  her  children,  believing  they  were 
lost,  and  she  and  her  husband  went  out  in  search  of 
them.  Although  the  man  was  covered  with  fragments 
of  cotton  when  he  came  home,  and  seemed  as  if  he  had 
been  at  work,  it  appeared  on  inquiry  that  such  was  not 
the  case.  The  motive  which  induced  the  prisoner  to 
murder  the  children  is  only  too  apparent,  as  he  would 
be  entitled  to  19^.  V2s.  on  their  deaths,  the  eldest  child 
being  in  three  burial  clubs,  and  the  other  in  two.  It  is 
said  that  he  made  an  attempt  to  drown  the  children  in 
the  river  Tame  about  a  month  ago,  but  they  then  made 
their  escape.  When  the  bodies  were  found  on  Monday 
they  were  without  any  marks  of  violence.  The  prisoner 
is  a  native  of  London,  and  went  to  Stockport  about 
t'velve  years  ago.  A  coroner's  inquest  has  given  a 
verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  Moore,  who  has  been 
committed  for  trial  at  the  next  assizes. 

On  the  3rd  inst.,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  Sir"  J.  Page 
Wood,  gave  judgment  in  the  suit,  The  Shrewsbury  and 
Birmingham  Railwai/  Company  v.  The  Directors  of  the 
!^aid  Company  and  Others.  This  is  a  very  exti-aordinary 
case.  The  above  company,  started  by  local  men  of 
business  to  accommodate  an  important  district,  soon  be- 
came a  bone  of  contention  between  two  great  rival 
companies.  The  London  and  North  "Western  is  its  near 
neighbour,  and,  in  order  to  beat  down  the  profits  of  the 
local  line,  the  metropolitan  company  conveys  passengers 
from  Shrewsbury  to  Birmingham  at  a  halfpenny  a  mile 
in  first-class  carriages ;  failing  thus  to  overcome  the 
Shrewsbury  line,  it  has  put  some  of  its  own  directors 
!  into  the  direction.  In  1851  shares  were  bought  and  dis- 
■  trihutcd  among  the  porters  of  the  North  Western  stations, 
and  the  votes  of  these  men  were  brought  to  bear  on  the 
question  of  the  alliance.  The  Great  "SVestern  Company 
also  seek  the  alliance  of  the  Shrewsbury.  And  the  two 
rival  companies  have  been  taking  strange  measures  to 
gain  their  object.  The  North  Western  gentlemen  manu- 
factured fictitious  votes  in  1851  ;  and  of  late,  Mr.  Knox, 
a  great  partisan  of  the  Great  Western,  went  further  into 
indirect  contrivances.  Taking  some  shares  held  by  him 
intrust  for  the  benefit  of  the  company,  he  manufactured 
the  signatures  of  persons  accepting  and  transferring  the 
shares,  wrote  in  a  fictitious  handwriting  the  names  of 
witnesses  to  those  signatures,  and  thus  created  a  number 
of  unreal  votes,  to  be  used  for  the  interests  of  the  Great 
Western  at  the  Shrewsbury  board.  Mr.  Geach  and 
Mr.  Scott,  other  directors,  but  really  the  agents  at  the 
board  of  the  London  and  North  Western,  were  personal 
witnesses  to  the  official  preliminaries  of  this  movement ; 
but  possibly  conscious  that  not  being  without  sin  they 
could  not  cast  the  first  stone,  they  held  their  peace,  until 
things  grew  too  bad.  The  Geach  party  made  a  seizure 
of  the  books  and  papers,  in  which  they  found  ample  evi- 
dence of  the  illegal  manufacture  long  carried  on  under 
their  own  eyes.  Next  calling  themselves  the  "  Shrews- 
bury and  Birmingham  Company  "  they  filed  a  bill  in 
Cliancer}-  to  restrain  the  directors  from  further  action 
in  the  matter,  or  further  dealing  in  this  manner  witli  the 
property  of  the  Company.  The  action  was  really  the 
suit  of  the  North  Western  by  its  partisans  against  the 
Great  Western,  represented  by  Mr.  Knox  and  his  fellow- 
directoi-s.  The  Vice-Chancellor's  judgment  appears  to 
be  an  unprecedented  censure  on  the  general  morals  of 


railway  management.  He  reviewed  the  whole  case, 
strongly  denounced  the  unquestionable  culpability  of 
Mr.  Knox's  proceedings,  but  intimated  clearly  that  the 
Geach  party  had  no  right  to  accuse  any  one  of  such 
transactions  ;  in  fact,  that  they  did  not  come  into  court 
with  clean  hands.  He  declared  that  he  would  make 
no  order.  The  proceedings  thus  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  by  common  consent  the  costs  were  made  costs  in  the 
cause. 

A  Garotte  Bobbery  was  committed  at  Doncaster  on  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Nutt,  of  Man- 
chester, was  walking  along  George-Gate  about  nine 
o'clock,  when  he  was  attacked  by  two  young  men  in 
dark-coloured  clothes,  and  seized  by  the  throat  by  one, 
whilst  the  other  took  from  him  a  10^.  Bank  of  England 
note,  and  from  forty  to  fifty  shillings  in  silver.  Both  of 
them  made  a  desperate  effort  to  take  his  watch,  but  they 
failed.  The  street  where  the  robbery  took  place  is  a 
public  thoroughfare,  not  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
market-place,  and  the  main  street  in  the  town. 

A  man  has  been  tried  and  convicted  of  having  Stolen 
a  Swarm  of  Bees  at  a  place  called  West  Calder,  in 
Scotland.  He  had  become  so  dexterous  in  this  species 
of  depredation,  that  he  had  acquired  the  soubriquet  in 
the  district  of"  Bee  Robbie."  His  plan  was  to  secure 
the  Queen,  and  the  rest  of  the  swarm  instantly  followed 
him — leaving  hive,  honey,  and  all  behind.  He  was  sen- 
tenced to  two  months'  imprisonment. 

There  are  almost  daily  cases  before  the  police  courts 
of  Bniial  Outrages  Committed  by  Men  upon  their 
Wives.  Three  such  cases  occurred  in  one  day,  the  5th 
instant.  At  Marylebone,  William  Skinner,  a  costei-- 
monger,  was  charged  by  his  wife  with  ill-using  her  and 
their  children.  She  deposed  that  she  had  been  married 
fifteen  years  to  the  prisoner,  by  whom  she  had  had  six 
children.  On  the  preceding  Saturday  night  while  she 
was  employed  in  knitting  a  pair  of  socks  for  her  little 
girl,  in  order  that  she  might  make  a  decent  appear- 
ance at  chapel  next  morning,  the  prisoner,  who  had 
been  drinking,  came  in,  and  after  swea.ring  that  he  would 
break  her  jaw,  struck  her  three  times  with  great 
violence  on  the  face.  He  then  quitted  the  house,  and 
at  about  2  in  the  morning,  returned  completely  intoxi- 
cated, and  beat  his  son  John,  II  years  of  age,  in  a  most 
shameful  manner.  He  declared  that  he  would  do  for 
him  ;  and,  from  the  injury  which  was  inflicted  upon 
him,  he  bled  profusely  from  the  nose  and  mouth.  'The 
poor  woman  added,  that  for  a  considerable  period  she 
had  been  subjected  to  cruel  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
the  prisoner,  who  was  continually  passing  away  his  time 
at  a  beer-shop  with  many  other  worthless  and  drunken 
characters,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  habit  of  ill-using 
their  wives  and  families.  John  Skinner  (the  boy) 
stated  that,  when  drunk,  his  father  often  beat  his 
mother.  At  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  (witness)  was 
just  about  to  go  to  bed,  having  been  afraid  to  go  before, 
when  prisoner  entered  the  room  and  said  to  him, 
"  Come  here,  I  want  to  give  you  something."  He 
(witness)  went  towards  him,  upon  which  the  prisoner 
immediately  seized  him,  and  holding  him  securely  fixed 
under  his  arm,  thumped  him  several  times  upon  the 
face.  This  evidence  was  confirmed  by  two  police  officers, 
one  of  whom  swore  that  the  prisoner,  on  his  taking  him 
into  custody,  struck  and  kicked  him  violently.  They 
added  that  the  poor  woman  was  quite  sober.  The 
magistrate  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  two  months' 
imprisonment  for  the  assault  upon  his  wife,  one  month 
for  that  upon  his  boy,  another  month  for  the  assault 
upon  the  constable,  in  each  case  with  hard  labour. 

At  Lambeth,  Charles  Simpson,  a  potter,  was  charged 
with  Assaulting  his  Wife.  Mr.  Henry  Treble,  a 
tradesman  residing  in  "vauxhall-walk,  deposed  that 
about  II  o'clock  on  the  previous  Saturday  night,  while 
on  his  way  home,  he  saw  the  prisoner  holding  his  wife 
on  the  pavement  and  striking  her  about  the  face  and 
head  in  a  very  brutal  manner.  The  screams  of  the  wife 
caused  a  mob  to  assemble,  and,  several  persons  having 
remonstrated  with  him,  the  prisoner  left  off  striking  for 
a  little  while,  and  during  this  short  interval  the  wife 
caught  the  prisoner  by  the  hair.  The  prisoner  kicked 
her  violently  on  the  side,  and  again  struck  her  about  the 
face  so  that  she  could  not  see  from  one  of  her  eyes.  Mr. 
Knight,  another  respectable    witness,  corroborated  the 
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testimony  of  Mr.  Treble  as  to  the  prisoner's  brutality 
towards  his  wife.  The  wife  was  absent,  and,  when  sent 
for  by  the  magistrate,  was  not  to  be  found.  The  magis- 
trate was  informed,  that  when  the  woman  appeared  at 
the  station-house  to  give  charire  of  her  husband,  it  was 
observed  by  several  of  the  constables  on  duty  that  her 
face  presented  the  most  decided  proofs  of  her  husband's 
brutality.  The  prisoner  said,  carelessly,  that  she  had 
only  got  a  black  eye,  and  added  that  they  lived  "  very 
comfortably  together !  "  The  magistrate  convicted  the 
prisoner  in  a  penalty  of  11.,  or  in  default  of  payment,  to 
twenty-eight  days'  imprisonment. 

At  Clerkenwell,  a  similar  charge  was  made  against 
William  Bennett,  a  master  ivory-turner.  It  appeared 
from  the  evidence  of  Richard  Tavell,  a  police-officer, 
that  on  the  preceding  Sunday  morning,  at  about  3  o'clock, 
he  was  on  duty  in  St.  James's-walk,  Clerkenwell,  when 
his  attention  was  attracted  by  the  cries  "  Murder,"  in  a 
female  voice  in  a  kitchen.  He  proceeded  down  stairs, 
and  found  the  kitchen  door  fastened.  The  prisoner  re- 
fused to  admit  him,  on  which  he  burst  open  the  door, 
when  he  saw  the  prisoner,  a  boy,  and  a  woman  (the 
prisoner's  wife),  who  was  sitting  on  the  bed  bleeding 
profusely  from  a  dreadful  wound  on  her  arm,  which  she 
said  had  been  inflicted  by  the  prisoner.  Witness  found 
a  knife  covered  with  blood  near  the  bed.  The  woman 
said  to  the  prisoner,  "You  have  done  it."  He  took  the 
prisoner  into  custody  and  locked  him  up.  He  took  the 
wife  to  the  hospital,  where  she  was  attended  by  the 
surgeon,  who  said  he  could  not  tell  at  present  the  extent 
of  the  injury,  or  what  the  result  might  be.  It  was 
stated  in  defence  that  the  woman,  contrary  to  her  hus- 
band's wish,  remained  from  home  until  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  he  remonstrated  with  her,  and  she 
seized  the  knife,  which  he  was  endeavouring  to  get  from 
her,  when  she  received  the  wound  on  her  arm.  She 
stabbed  him  in  the  ball  of  the  eye  and  on  the  face, 
and  there  was  a  question  whether  he  would  ever  re- 
cover the  sight  of  his  eye.  He  exhibited  his  eye, 
which  was  severely  wounded ;  also  the  second  stab. 
The  magistrate,  in  the.<!e  circumstances,  said  he  would 
expect  bail  for  the  prisoner's  appearance  on  a  future 
day. 

At  the  Worship-street  Police  Court  on  the  12th,  James 
Taylor,  an  elderly  man,  of  respectable  appearance,  who 
was  stated  to  be  a  person  in  independent  circumstances, 
was  charged  with  an  unprovoked  and  violent  Assault 
upon  a  Married  Woman,  named  Amelia  Manning, 
residing  in  Anne's-place,  Hackney-road.  The  com- 
plainant, who  was  in  such  a  state  of  suffering  that 
she  was  scarcely  able  to  give  her  evidence,  stated 
that  on  the  evening  of  the  preceding  Saturday,  she  was 
proceeding  through  the  Hackney-road  in  the  company 
of  a  female  friend,  when  she  accidentally  met  the  de- 
fendant, who  was  the  landlord  of  a  house  formerly  occu- 
pied by  her  husband,  and  she  availed  herself  of  the 
opportunity  to  apprise  him  that  her  husband  had  been 
compelled  to  take  out  a  summons  against  him  to  recover 
the  amount  of  certain  rates  which  they  had  disbursed 
on  his  account  during  their  tenancy.  She  at  the  same 
time  expressed  her  hope  that  he  would  liquidate  the 
debt  to  save  him  from  the  expense  and  annoyance  of 
legal  proceedings,  but  the  moment  she  had  uttered  the 
observation,  the  defendant,  who  was  partially  in- 
toxicated, exclaimed,  with  an  oath,  "Yes,  I'll  pay  you 
at  once  ;  take  that,  j'ou — — -,"  and,  instantly  raising  his 
stick,  struck  her  a  terrible  blow  on  the  head,  which 
felled  her  to  the  ground  in  a  state  of  insensibility.  On 
recovering  her  consciousness,  she  found  herself  supported 
in  the  arms  of  her  friend  by  another  woman  who  had 
witnessed  the  assault,  and  observing  that  the  defendant 
was  in  the  act  of  making  rapidly  off,  she  called  a  police- 
man and  gave  him  into  custody.  The  complainant 
added  that  she  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  the  whole 
of  the  previous  day,  under  the  car«  of  a  surgeon,  and 
had  been  ever  since  in  a  state  of  excruciating  pain  from 
the  effects  of  the  prisoner's  violence.  A  respectable 
married  woman,  named  Elizabeth  York,  gave  corrobo- 
rative evidence.  The  magistrate  said  that  it  was  a  case 
of  such  brutal  and  vindictive  violence,  that  he  did  not 
feel  himself  justified  in  imposing  a  pecuniary  penalty 
upon  the  defendant,  but  should  order  him  forthwith  to 
be  committed  and  kept_to  hard  labour  for  six  weeks  in  the 


House  of  Correction.  The  prisoner  appeared  stag- 
gered by  the  severity  of  the  sentence.  He  ought  rather 
to  have  been  astonished  at  its  utter  inadequacy  to  the 
offence. 

A  most  brutal  and  fatal  Assault  on  a  Woman,  was 
perpetrated  at  Shepherd's  Bush  in  the  night  of  Saturday 
the  10th  inst.  The  woman's  husband  .James  Hays,  a 
bricklayer,  was  charged  with  the  crime  at  the  Hammer- 
smith Police  Court  on  the  r2th.  Prom  the  evidence  it 
appeared,  that  Hays,  his  wife,  and  two  men  named 
Taylor  and  George,  were  in  Shepherd's  Bush  market 
between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock.  Hays  had  left  his 
wife  to  live  with  another  woman,  but  he  allowed  her 
some  money  weekl)',  and  to  obtain  this  she  was  following 
him.  He  replied  to  her  demand  with  blows.  Taylor 
saw  Hays  beat  his  wife  with  his  fists,  and  when  she 
sought  refuge  behind  Taylor,  that  person  told  her  to 
get  from  behind  him,  lest  her  husband  might  think  he 
was  harbouring  her.  Mrs.  Hays  ran  through  the 
mai'ket,  her  brutal  husband  running  after  and  kicking 
at  her,  and  loudly  threatening  that  he  would  "do  for 
her"  that  night.  Serle,  a  policeman,  deposed,  that 
about  one  o'clock  he  heard  a  noise  which  seemed  to 
come  from  the  ground  newly  dug  out  for  the  foundation 
of  some  houses,  close  by  the  market.  He  went  to  the 
spot,  and  found  Hays  standing  there,  pale,  trembling, 
and  much  stupified.  Serle  ordered  him  to  move  on  :  at 
first  he  would  not  move,  but  stood  there  sighing  and 
shivering.  At  length  he  went  away.  Next  morning, 
soon  after  six,  a  policeman,  directed  by  some  women  to 
the  spot,  found  Mrs.  Hays  lying  in  a  hole,  apparently 
lifeless.  On  being  turned  over  she  opened  one  of  her 
eyes — that  was  all.  She  was  taken  to  the  station  in 
Brook  Green;  thence,  later,  to  the  house  of  her  brother- 
in-law,  wlicre  she  died.  She  had  been  kicked  and 
beaten  very  much.  Hays  was  remanded  for  a  week. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body  of  Mrs.  Hays,  on  the 
14th;  the  evidence  given  in  the  Police  Court  was 
repeated  ;  and  the  inquest  was  adjourned.  The  two 
men,  George  and  Taylor,  who  did  not  protect  Mrs.  Hays 
from  her  husband,  gave  as  an  excuse  that  they  feared 
the  hundred  Irish  within  a  stone's-throw.  Mr.  Brent, 
the  coroner,  warmly  expressed  his  indignation  at  their 
conduct.  On  the  19th  the  proceedings  before  the 
Coroner  and  the  Police  Magistrate  terminated ;  the 
prisoner  Hays  being  separately  committed  bj'  both 
courts  on  the  charge  of  wilful  murder.  The  prisoner 
was  not  present  at  the  inquest,  the  governor  of  the 
prison  to  which  he  had  been  committed  by  the 
magistrate  having  refused  to  produce  him  before 
the  Coroner.  In  his  address  to  the  jury,  the  Coroner 
commented  on  the  anomalous  state  of  the  law  in  this 
respect,  and  his  hope  that  the  legislature  would  apply 
a  remedy. 

An  Extensive  Seizttre  of  counterfeit  coin  has  been 
made  at  Hull.  For  the  last  three  or  four  months  past 
the  town  has  been  put  to  much  inconvenience  in  conse- 
quence ofthe  large  amount  of  such  coin  in  circulation.  The 
police  had  had  some  information  that  a  notorious  cha- 
racter of  the  name  of  Gill  had  had  a  small  heavy  parcel 
sent  to  his  house,  addressed  for  a  "  Mr.  Brown."  It 
had  come  by  the  Great  Northern  Hail  way  from  London, 
and  the  porter  at  the  Hull  station  was,  therefore,  re- 
quested to  inform  the  police  immediately  in  the  event  of 
any  similar  occurrence  taking  place.  Accordingly,  on 
the"arrival  of  a  parcel  which  was  rather  weighty,  and 
addressed  to  "Mr.  Smith,  to  be  called  for,"  information 
was  given  to  the  police,  and  a  detective  was  sent  to  the 
station,  and  remained  there  until  the  evening,  when 
Gill  came  for  the  jjarcel.  It  was  given  to  him,  and 
he  walked  away,  but  was  followed,  and  taken  into 
custody.  The  parcel  was  then  opened,  and  found  to 
contain  600  bad  shillings,  wrapped  up  in  sixty  parcels  of 
10s.  each.  The  delinquent's  house  was  then  searched, 
and  a  number  of  bad  half-sovereigns  were  found.  He 
refused  to  give  any  account  of  the  transaction,  and  was 
remanded  by  the  magistrates  in  order  to  communicate 
with  the  Mint. 

A  Coroner's  Inquest  was  held  on  the  17th  inst,  on 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Grieve,  aged  sixty-seven, 
a  lady  of  fortune,  lately  residing  at  Douro  Cottage, 
Southampton-street.  It  appeared  that  on  the  evening 
of  the  1.5th  she  had  been  out  to  a  party,  and  returned 
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in  a  state  of  intoxication.  Before  retiring  to  bed,  she 
took  nearly  a  pint  of  gin,  besides  other  liquor.  About 
ten  o'clock  the  same  night,  a  lady  residing  with  deceased 
knocked  several  times  at  the  bed-room  door,  but  re- 
ceiving no  answer,  entered  the  room,  and  found  that 
she  had  fallen  on  her  face  on  the  floor.  A  medical 
man  was  called  in,  but  he  pronounced  her  to  have  been 
dead  some  time,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  her 
death  had  been  caused  by  suffocation,  from  falling  on 
her  face  off  the  bed. 

A  Scotchman,  passins;  under  the  name  of  Robert 
James  Webster,  has  Killed  Himself,  and  Attempted  to 
Murder  a  Girl  in  a  house  of  ill  fame  in  Dublin.  He 
appeared  to  be  about  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  his 
features  indicated  a  life  of  hardship  or  dissipation.  He 
went  to  the  house  on  the  30th  of  last  month,  and 
remained  tliere  till  the  18th  instant,  spending  profusely, 
and  drinking  hard,  night  and  day.  At  one  time  he 
pretended  to  be  attached  to  the  Queen's  service  in  the 
veterinary  department ;  at  another,  that  he  had  just 
arrived  from  Australia.  He  attached  himself  to  Emma 
Fawcett,  one  of  the  girls  of  the  house.  Last  Sunday 
evening,  he  discharged  a  pistol  at  this  girl,  wounding 
her  in  the  side  with  a  number  of  shots,  but  not  dan- 
gerously ;  he  then  fired  a  second  pistol  into  his  own 
breast,  and  he  was  found  dead.  The  police  have  dis- 
covered a  bag  filled  with  sovereigns  and  five  pistols  in 
the  room  he  occupied.  Latterly,  his  behaviour  indicated 
insanity  ;  and  the  coroner's  inquest  has  given  a  verdict 
of"  Temporary  derangement." 

A  notable  Railway  Case  occurred  in  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  on  the  21st  inst.  Thomas  Swift,  an 
engineer,  pleaded  gxiilty  to  an  indictment  charging  him 
with  unlawfully  applying  a  break  to  the  wheels  of  a 
carriage  on  the  London  and  Blackwall  Railway,  so  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  passengers.  ]Mr.  Bodkin 
prosecuted,  and  said  that  the  prisoner,  when  taken 
before  the  magistrate,  admitted  the  act  imputed  to  him, 
and  that  he  was  drunk  at  the  time  when  he  got  into 
the  break  carriage.  His  act  was  fortunately  not 
attended  with  any  serious  consequences,  but  it  might 
have  been  otherwise  had  tlicy  come  to  any  part  of  the 
line  where  the  course  was  to  be  altered,  as  it  would  then 
have  had  the  efl'ect  of  throwing  the  train  off  the  rails, 
and  thereby  endangered  the  safety  of  the  passengers. 
Had  it  only  been  a  matter  of  inconvenience  to  the  com- 
pany's servants  they  should  have  felt  satibfied  with  the 
matter  being  adjudicated  upon  without  being  sent 
there. — The  Recorder  said  that,  having  read  over  the 
depositions,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  very  culpable 
neglect  to  allow  anyone  to  get  into  a  break  carriage. — 
Mr.  Bodkin  said  that  it  was  allowed  when  the  other 
carriages  were  full. — The  Recorder  said  that  it  was  bad 
enough  to  allow  a  drunken  man  at  all  to  get  into  a 
carriage  of  any  class,  to  the  annoyance  of  the  other  and 
more  respectable  class  of  passengers  ;  but  it  was  gross 
to  a  degree  to  allow  such  a  person  to  get  into  a  portion 
of  the  carriage  where  he  could  have  the  chance 
of  endangering  the  lives  of  his  fellow-passengers ;  and 
he  should  require  to  know  how  it  had  taken  place. 
Mr.  Bodkin  called  John  Young,  the  guard  of  the  train, 
who  said  that  all  he  knew  was  that  the  prisoner  got  in 
between  Shadwell  and  London.  There  were  more  break 
carriages  than  one  attached  to  the  train.  He  was  not 
in  the  carriage  in  which  the  prisoner  was,  but  felt  the 
break  applied.  Neither  he  nor  the  other  guard  saw  the 
prisoner.  He  might  have  got  into  the  break  carriage 
from  the  station  platform.  The  directors  authorised 
persons  getting  into  those  carriages  when  the  others  are 
full.  There  was  not  any  person  in  charge  of  the  break, 
which  was  turned  down. — The  Recorder :  Am  I  to 
understand  that  the  directors  knew  and  sanctioned  such 
proceedings  ? — Witness  :  The  superintendent  knew  it. 
The  Recorder :  It  was  a  gi-eat  mercy  that  no  accident 
occurred.  The  practice  is  most  reprehensible,  and  the 
neglect  very  gross. — Mr.  Bodkin  said  the  company 
wished  to  recommend  the  prisoner  to  mercy. — The 
Recorder,  in  sentencing  the  prisoner,  said  that  he 
thought  the  company  had  done  no  more  than  they  were 
bound  to  do  in  recommending  him  to  mercy,  as  they 
were  as  much  or  more  to  blame  than  he  was.  They  had 
no  right  to  let  a  drunken  man  into  the  carriage  at  all, 
more   particularly   into   a   part   where   he  could  have 


access  to  the  machinery,  upon  which  the  safety  of  the 
train  depended,  and  he  hoped  that  after  this  exposure 
steps  would  be  taken  that  would  lead  to  better  regula- 
tions. He  should  punish  the  prisoner  more  for  his 
drunkenness  than  the  act,  and  ho  should  sentence  him 
to  one  month's  imprisonment  in  Newgate. 

A  sickly-looking  man,  named  Garrett,  was  charged  at 
Clerkenwell  police  court  on  the  24th,  with.  Assatdting 
his  Wife,  a  Welch  woman.— She  stated  that  she  had 
been  twelve  months  the  wife  of  the  defendant,  who  had 
neglected  to  contribute  to  her  support.  On  the  previous 
day  he  was  skulking  about  their  dwelling  doing  nothing, 
and  because  she  told  him  he  was  an  idle  worthless 
fellow,  he  took  on  himself  to  knock  her  down,  for 
which  offence  she  gave  him  in  charge. — The  defendant, 
whose  face  was  sadly  disfigured  with  scratches,  said  he 
was  the  miserable  victim  of  his  wife's  ferocity,  and  since 
the  working  of  the  act  of  parliament  for  affording  a 
better  protection  to  females,  she  had  served  him  out 
with  a  vengeance,  almost  daily  menacing  and  otherwise 
ill-treating  him,  and  daring  him  by  the  most  aggra- 
vating and  vile  language  to  strike  her,  threatening  if  he 
did  so  to  give  him  "six  months  at  the  mill."  Being 
exceedingly  irritated  on  the  evening  before,  he  certainly 
did  give  her  a  slight  tap  on  the  side  of  her  head,  and 
she  immediately  collared  him,  in  the  hope  that  he 
would  suffer  hard  work  in  prison  for  the  term  men- 
tioned or  die  there.  He  had  not  been  free  from  her 
scratches  scarcely  a  week  since  their  marriage.-— The 
wife,  who  had  been  laughing  and  otherwise  miscon- 
ducting herself,  here  called  out,  "  And  it  served  you 
right,  you  wretch,  and  you  shall  have  six  months." 
—The  magistrate  said  she  would  be  disappointed 
for  once,  and,  commiserating  the  husband,  set  him 
at  liberty. 

A  Cork  newspaper  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
position  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  in  his  Exile  in  Norfolk 
Island ;  a  gentleman  at  present  in  this  city,  lately 
returned  from  Hobart  Town,  states  that  he  had  an 
interview  with  Smith  O'Brien,  at  Norfolk  Island, 
whore  he  found  him  enjoying  excellent  health.  He 
was  living  in  an  hotel,  where  he  was  supplied  with 
every  comfort  and  luxury  he  could  desire.  He  had 
none  of  the  appearance  of  a  convict ;  he  dressed  in  a 
similar  style  to  what  he  did  in  this  country.  The 
government  allowed  him  a  circuit  of  ten  miles  for 
exercise,  and  he  had  only  to  report  himself  once  a 
mouth  to  the  police  authorities.  The  gentleman  referred 
to  was  two  evenings  in  company  with  Smith  O'Brien, 
and  during  both  interviews  O'Brien  avoided  all  reference 
to  politics  or  any  subject  relating  thereto. 

The  confiscated  property  of  the  convict  Kirwan  ha.s 
been  sold  by  auction  at  his  residence  in  Dublin.  At 
the  sale  it  was  discovered  that  many»of  the  pictures  and 
books  in  his  possession  were  dishonestly  obtained.  It  is 
said  that  he  himself  was  a  mere  dauber,  and,  to  convey 
an  idea  of  skill,  was  in  the  habit  of  procuring  drawings 
of  good  artists  and  affixing  his  own  name  to  them. 
Some  of  the  drawings  used  for  this  purpose  were  iden- 
tified as  stolen  property.  It  was  also  proved  that  he 
had  obtained  possession  of  a  set  of  Trinity  College  prize- 
books,  and  made  such  an  in,';ertion  as  would  imply  that 
he  had  received  his  education  there,  whereas  he  had 
not  received  any  collegiate  education.  A  few  days 
before  the  sale  a  white  silk  pocket-handkerchief  was 
found  at  Ireland's  Eye,  near  the  scene  of  Mrs.  Kirwan|s 
death,  which  a  washerwoman  identifies  as  Kirwan  s 
property.  It  was  stuflfed  into  a  hole,  and  a  stone 
jammed  in  to  conceal  it.  The  "  Body  rock,"  on  which 
the  corpse  of  Mrs.  Kirwan  was  found,  has  been  carried 
away  piecemeal  by  tourists. 

A  number  of  Gamblers,  Frenchmen  and  Germans, 
have  been  seized  by  the  police  at  a  coffee-shop  in  Castle- 
street,  Leicester-square  :  they  were  playing  with  cards. 
One  of  the  men  is  manager  of  the  place,  and  a  second 
the  door-keeper.  The  gamesters  were  evidently  of  a 
very  inferior  class  of  society.  When  they  were  brought 
before  the  Marlborough-street  Court,  their  solicitor 
urged  that  they  were  not  aware  that  gaming  is  unlawful 
in^England.  The  magistrate  thought  it  possible  that 
many  of  them  were  really  ignorant  on  the  point,  and 
therefore  he  fined  them  only  iOs.  each  ;  the  manager 
was  fined  25/.,  and  the  doorkeeper  ol. 
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I^AREATIVE    OF   ACCIDENT   AND 
DISASTER. 

A  LAiiGE  ship  named  the  Rebecca  has  been  TT>ccie(^  on 
the  West  Coast  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  on  her  passage 
from  London  to  Sydney  with  a  cartjo  of  wines,  beer,  and 
other  articles.  She  sailed  from  Gravesend  on  the  2nd 
of  last  December,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Sheppard,  the  master, 
the  number  of  her  hands  consisting  of  about  thirty — 
Mrs.  Sheppard  accompanying  her  husband.  On  the 
29th  of  April  the  ship  reached  the  coast  of  Van  Diemen's 
Land,  and  in  the  night  she  struck  violently  on  a  reef, 
and  was  thrown  on  her  broadside,  the  sea  washing  com- 
pletely over  her.  The  masts  were  immediately  cut 
away,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  brin";  her  upright,  but 
that  failing,  a  boat  was  lowered,  and  the  second-mate 
and  Mrs.  Sheppard,  with  a  lad  and  seven  seamen,  having 
got  into  it,  pushed  of}',  but  almost  immediately  after 
capsized,  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  seamen,  all 
perished  alongside  the  wreck.  The  seamen  swam  to 
the  shore.  About  this  time  a  tremendous  sea  struck  the 
vessel  and  swept  off  the  longboat.  The  master  and  the 
remainder  of  the  crew  remained  on  the  wreck  till  4 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  when,  finding  that  the  ship 
was  fast  breaking  up,  they  resolved  to  make  an  attempt 
to  reach  the  shore,  only  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant. 
In  the  attempt  Cajitain  Sheppard  and  several  others 
were  drowned,  the  remainder  reaching  the  beach  in  a 
very  exhausted  state,  through  a  very  heavy  surf  which 
was  running  all  the  time ;  and  out  of  thirty  men  only 
eleven  were  saved.  The  following  day  the  bodies  which 
were  washed  ashore  were  duly  interred.  Search  was 
then  made  along  the  beach  for  food,  the  crew  expecting 
to  find  most  of  the  ship's  stores,  but  all  that  they  could 
discover  was  a  small  portion  of  bread  and  seven  small 
tins  of  herrings.  The  crew  then  formed  an  encamp- 
ment ;  and,  having  in  the  course  of  their  travels  about 
the  beach,  noticed  on  the  sands  the  footmarks  of  men 
and  animals  proceeding  in  a  southerly  direction,  it  was 
resolved  to  send  a  party  in  search  of  a  habitation  in  that 
course,  but,  after  two  days'  absence,  they  returned 
without  being  able  to  trace  a  single  living  creature. 
During  this  time  the  allowance  served  out  was  only  one 
herring  per  day  and  a  cupful  of  biscuit ;  but  subsequently 
quantities  of  bottled  ale  and  porter  were  washed  up 
from  the  wreck,  which  proved  most  acceptable.  They 
had  no  means  of  making  a  fire.  It  was  then  determined 
that  two  parties  should  start — one  to  the  south,  and  the 
other  to  the  north — both  of  which  accordingly  set  out ; 
but  these  likewise  proved  fruitless.  After  enduring 
great  privations  and  suffering  for  nearly  a  fortnighf, 
they  were  surprised  at  the  appearance  of  a  dog,  which 
was  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  their  deliverance. 
Fearing  he  might  run  away,  they  wrote  an  account  of 
their  situation  and  tied  it  round  his  neck.  The  dog,  it 
appeared,  belonged  to  a  gentleman  named  Burgess,  who, 
with  a  party,  was  exploring  the  country  to  the  south- 
ward. The  moment  they  heard  of  the  wreck,  which 
was  by  the  return  of  the  dog,  they  set  out,  and  came  up 
with  the  survivors  of  the  Rebecca  on  the  2.3rd  day  after 
the  ship's  loss.  The  poor  fellows  were  fast  sinking  when 
the  exploring  party  came  up,  and  through  their  atten- 
tion and  kindness  their  lives  were  preserved.  On  their 
recovery,  they  set  out  for  Hobart  Town,  which  they 
eventually  reached  in  safety. 

A  melancholy  case  of  Hydrophobia  has  occurred  in 
Ireland.  Christopher  Commons,  a  farmer,  (65  years  of 
age)  living  near  Ardbracken,  Navan,  was  bitten  by  his 
own  terrier  dog  about  the  r2th  of  July  last.  The  dog 
was  found  to  have  gone  mad  immediately  afler. 
Commons  remained  rather  heedless  about  the  small 
wound  inflicted  on  his  face  and  arm  ;  but  after  a  week 
he  applied  to  a  quack  in  the  county  of  Cavan  for  his 
ordinary  cure.  Trusting  in  this  nostrum,  he  went  to 
the  salt  water  for  some  weeks,  and  remained  pretty 
confident  that  he  was  in  no  danger  until  a  few  days  ago, 
when  he  became  very  nervous,  and  found  an  abhorrence 
of  water  when  offered  him  to  drink.  Sensible  of  his 
danger,  but  still  hoping  for  a  cure  by  a  quack,  he 
applied  to  one,  who,  on  seeing  him,  pronounced  him 
beyond  cure  ;  and  although  he  administered  some  of  his 


specific.  Commons  died  in  his  house  in  five  hours  after 

in  spasmodic  fits. 

A  fatal  Collision  on  the  North  Western  Raihaay 
occurred  on  the  30th  ult.,  at  the  Euston  Square  terminus. 
Several  workmen  were  engaged  on  difl'erent  portions  of 
the  rails  close  to  the  station,  and  just  as  the  half-past  six 
down-train  was  on  the  point  of  starting  seven  or  eight 
men  were  in  the  act  of  carrying  across  the  line  close  to 
the  terminus  a  long  portion  of  an  iron  rail,  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  engine  which  accompanied  the  train 
emerged  from  the  engine-shed.  The  men  imagined  that 
they  could  efi'ect  their  transit  before  the  engine  arrived 
where  they  were  engaged ;  but,  before  they  could  clear 
the  rails,  the  engine  came  up,  striking  the  iron  rail  that 
they  were  carrying.  Four  of  the  men  succeeded  in 
getting  out  of  the  way  of  the  engine,  but  two  others, 
Woodland  and  Robertson,  were  not  so  fortunate,  the 
engine  and  tender  having  passed  over  them.  They  were 
instantly  ))icked  \ip,  bleeding  and  insensible,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  University  College  Hospital,  Without  hope 
of  recovery. 

A  child  has  died  from  Foul  Air  in  a  nailway  Carriage. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  the  31st  ult.,  touching  the  death 
of  an  infant  of  ten  mouths  old,  named  Carr,  who  died 
in  a  carriage  on  the  London  and  North  AVestern  Rail- 
way. Mary  Green,  a  nurse,  stated  that  the  child's 
parents  resided  at  Edinburgh,  from  whence  she  arrived 
at  the  King's-cross  terminus  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railwa)'  on  the  previous  Sunday  morning,  having  charge 
of  deceased,  whom  she  carried  the  whole  journey  on  her 
lap  with  its  face  uncovered.  During  the  journey  the 
infant  was  slightly  indisposed,  but  upon  arriving  at  the 
terminus  witness  was  horrified  at  finding  it  dead.  The 
third-class  carriage  in  which  she  travelled  was  not  over- 
crowded, yet,  through  the  windows  having  been  kept 
shut  during  the  whole  400  miles'  journey,  it  was  rather 
close.  Mr.  Superintendent  Williams  said  that  although 
the  windows  might  have  been  kejjt  closed,  yet  the 
ventilation  over  the  window  admitted  air  sufficient  for 
the  comfort  and  health  of  the  passengers.  Mr.  G.  F. 
Jones,  surgeon,  found  that  death  resulted  from  sufibca- 
tion  produced  by  inhaling  foul  air  in  the  carriage.  The 
ventilation  spoken  of  would  not  neutralise  the  eflPects 
of  the  poisonous  gas,  because  the  latter,  being  heavier 
than  atmospheric  air,  would  sink,  and  having  no  escape 
at  the  bottom  of  the  carriage,  would  act  fatally  on  an 
infant  of  deceased's  tender  age.  The  coroner  suggested 
to  Mr.  Williams  the  propriety  of  directing  the  attention 
of  the  directors  to  the  necessity  of  having  at  the  bottom 
of  the  carriage  a  proper  ventilation.  The  jury  returned 
a  verdict  that  the  deceased  was  accidentally  suffocated 
by  impure  air  in  a  railway  carriage. 

Mr.  John  Hales,  the  constructor  of  railways,  well 
known  as  contractor  for  the  line  extending  from  Coal- 
ville to  Burton-upon-Trent,  has  been  Killed  by  falling 
from  a  scaffold  erected  against  his  house,  called  Felcotes- 
hall,  near  Tunbridge  Wells.  He  had  recently  purchased 
the  estate  upon  which  the  mansion  stands,  and  was 
superintending  the  outside  repairs  when  this  melancholy 
accident  took  place. 

Mr.  George  Frank  Stanley  Smythe,  a  gentleman  of 
twenty-nine,  has  committed  Suicide  in  the  Cathedral 
Hotel,  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  by  swallowing  essence  of 
bitter  almond.s,  which  he  had  obtained  of  a  chemist  on 
pretence  that  it  was  wanted  to  flavour  custard.  It 
appears  that  the  mind  of  the  deceased  had  been  affected 
a  few  months  back,  but  it  was  supposed  that  he  liad 
recovered  latterly.  He  was  to  have  been  married,  but 
he  had  a  morbid  feeling  that  he  was  not  worthy  of  the 
lady.  In  his  pocket-bouk  some  lines  were  found,  written 
in  pencil,  bewailing  his  want  of  merit. 

Peter  Adams,  an  apprentice  at  Addle  Hill,  and  Joseph 
Cortes,  barman  at  a  public-house  in  the  same  street, 
have  been  Droumed  near  Westminster  Bridge.  Cortes 
and  another  man,  Cupton,  were  swimming  for  a  wager  ; 
Adams  would  leave  the  boat  and  join  them ;  presently 
he  called  out  for  help.  Cortes  swam  to  him  ;  the  youth 
clutched  him  round  the  neck,  and  both  perished.  Cujjton 
stated  at  the  inquest,  that  lie  called  to  the  people  at  an 
adjacent  pier,  but  they  would  not  render  any  assistance  ; 
they  did  not  send  for  the  drags,  and  would  not  aid 
Cupton  in  searching  for  the  bodies. 

A  calamitous  Accident  happened  in  the  Strand  on  the 
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morning  of  the  8th  inst.  At  the  corner  of  Arundel- 
street,  three  houses  had  been  pulled  down  ;  and  work- 
men -were  digging  for  the  foundation  of  one  larger 
building  in  "their  place.  One  house,  occupied  by 
Mr.  Thompson,  a  tailor,  was  shored  up  ;  but  either  the 
supports  were  insufficient,  or  the  workmen  had  under- 
mined them.  About  eia;ht  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning, 
a  boy  who  was  taking  down  the  shutters  perceived  that 
the  house  was  giving  way — he  rushed  across  the  street, 
and  escaped.  The  whole  of  the  building  sank  down 
sideways,  falling  into  the  excavation,  and  leaving  the 
party-wall  between  it  and  the  next  house  as  smooth 
as  if  every  bit  of  wood  inserted  in  it  had  been  carefully 
removed.  A  female  servant  happened  at  the  moment  to 
be  in  the  cellar  under  the  street ;  she  was  got  out 
unhurt.  Mr.  Thompson,  his  wife,  and  Mr.  Thompson's 
foreman,  were  taken  from  the  ruins  dead  ;  apparently, 
they  had  died  from  suffocation,  not  from  wounds.  Rowe, 
the  builder's  foreman,  received  a  compound  fracture  of 
the  thigh,  and  was  pronounced  to  be  in  a  dangerous 
condition.  Had  the  fall  taken  place  later  ia  the  day, 
the  consequences  must  have  been  more  fatal,  as  the 
workmen  would  have  been  employed  near  the  side  of 
the  house,  and  the  number  of  persons  in  the  building 
itself  would  have  l)een  greater.  Traffic  through  that 
part  of  the  Strand  was  stopped  for  two  days,  and 
measures  were  taken  to  secure  the  house  next  to 
Mr.  Thompson's.  A  coroner's  inquest  has  been  held 
on  the  bodies  of  the  suiferers.  After  a  protracted  in- 
vestigation, which  terminated  on  the  26th  inst.,  the 
jury  returned  a  verdict,  finding  that  "the  falling  of  the 
house  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  gross  negligence  of 
Mr.  Abrahams,  the  surveyor  employed  by  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  Messrs.  Smith,  in  not  causing  the 
party-wall  to  be  sufficiently  shored  up,  and  underpinned, 
before  tlie  excavations  for  the  new  building  were  com- 
menced." A  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of 
Mr.  Abrahams  was  then  granted  by  the  Coroner. 

On  the  same  evening,  the  floor  of  a  room  in  the  liouse 
occupied  for  a  Ragged  School  in  Brewer's  Com-t,  Great 
Wild-street,  Gave  Way  while  a  meeting  of  the  directors 
and  friends  of  the  school  was  proceeding.  The  alarm 
was  increased  by  the  report  of  the  morning's  disaster ; 
but,  fortunately,  no  person  was  dangerously  hurt,  though 
some  received  severe  bruises. 

A  young  man  named  Williams  was  Kilted  at  the 
■Caernarvon  railway  station  on  the  8th  inst.  The  train 
was  about  to  start,  and  he  was  engaged  in  shunting  a 
coke  wagon,  when  he  perceived  another  wagon  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  detach.  For  this  pui-pose  he  leaned 
over  the  wagon,  instead  of  stooping  under  it,  and  in  so 
doing  lost  his  balance,  fell  over  it,  and  was  caught  by  the 
hook  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  by  which  he 
was  frightfully  lacerated.  His  legs  fell  across  the  line, 
and  the  train  proceeding  at  the  instant,  they  were 
so  dreadfully  crushed,  that  he  died  in  about  four 
hours. 

On  Sunday  night,  the  11th  inst.,  a  Fire  broke  out  in 
the  premises  belonging  to  Mr.  Lewne,  a  waterproof 
clothing  manufacturer  in  Whitechapel.  It  originatr-d 
from  some  unexplained  cause  in  the  front  room  firet 
floor,  in  which  three  men  were  sleeping  at  the  time.  The 
inmates  were  saved  by  the  Royal  Society's  fire-escape, 
with  the  exception  of  a  young  man  named  Maurice 
Abrahams.  Upon  the  conductor  entering  the  room  in 
which  the  fire  began  he  beheld  a  fearful  scene,  for  the 
unfortunate  man  was  found  in  a  corner  of  the  apartment, 
burnt  so  frightfully,  that  when  he  was  touched  the  flesh 
•came  off  his  body.  It  appears  that  he  had  previously 
assisted  the  other  two  men  in  effecting  their  escape, 
when  he  became  surrounded  with  flames,  and  dropped 
in  the  midst  of  them. 

On  Saturday,  the  10th  inst.  about  1  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  Fire  broke  out  at  Milwall,  Poplar,  which 
consumed  property  valued  at  upwards  of  100,000i.  It 
originated  in  the  iron  steam-ship  manufactory  of  Messrs. 
J.  Scott  Russell  &  Co.  ;  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
buildings  in  the  yard  was  swept  away.  Stacks  of 
timber  were  consumed;  and  two  large  ships,  one  just 
ready  to  be  launched,  were  damaged.  From  Russell's 
yard  the  flames  extended  to  the  steam-engine  factory  of 
Messrs.  Napier,  and  a  very  extensive  timber-building 
was  burnt :  the  firemen  then  arrested  the  havoc.     One 


side  of  Russell's  yard  escaped,  and  thus  the  large  body 
of  workmen  will  not  be  thrown  entirely  idle.  Messrs. 
Russell  &  Co.  were  insured  in  the  Sun,  Atlas,  Globe, 
Phoenix,  and  West  of  England  offices,  for  90,000/. 
From  the  way  in  which  the  Isle  of  Dogs  extends 
southwards,  the  firemen  were  at  first  at  fault,  and 
hastened  to  Deptford  ;  whence  they  had  to  return  to 
London  Bridge  to  cross  the  river.  A  floating-engine 
worked  by  steam  was  brought  into  operation  at  this 
fire :  it  threw  immense  volumes  of  water,  and  was 
of  great  service.  Unfortunately  this  engine  is  not 
navigated  by  steam,  and  a  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  it  reached  the  ground.  Messrs.  Russell  &  Co.'s 
premises  contained  very  costly  machines,  and  patterns 
and  models  the  results  of  many  years  of  thought,  skill, 
and  labour;  these  the  fire  swept  away  or  rendered 
valueless. 

An  inquest  has  been  held  at  the  workhouse  of 
St.  George  the  Martyr,  Southwark,  on  John  Hickie, 
a  man  who  died  from  Asiatic  Cholera.  Hickie  lived  in 
a  place  near  Friar-street,  Blackfriars-road  ;  a  district 
notorious  for  its  trade  nuisances — premises  occupied  by 
bone-boilers  or  catgut-makers,  and  knackers'  yards. 
The  air  is  fetid  with  the  odours  arising  from  the 
collected  tons  of  bivnes,  or  from  operations  upon  them. 
Numbers  of  poor  persons  live  in  streets  and  alleys  of 
a  miserable  kind,  where  the  drainage  is  deficient  or 
wanting  altogether.  Hickie  lived  in  a  small  house 
under  an  extensive  bone-warehouse,  and  above  and 
around  him  wei-e  all  the  elements  for  generating 
disease.  An  officer  from  the  Queen's  Bench  Prison 
complained  of  the  sufferings  of  the  prisoners  from  the 
foul  smells  proceeding  from  the  Friar-street  district. 
The  jury  returned  this  verdict — "  That  the  diseased 
died  from  Asiatic  cholera,  induced  by  the  unwholesome 
trades  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood ;  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Jury  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  ought 
to  be  invested  with  the  authority  they  formerly  held 
under  the  Board  of  Health  in  such  matters,  and  that 
that  power  should  be  continuous."  A  guardian  said, 
that  on  the  previous  evening,  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  had  been  held,  when  it  was  deter- 
mined to  use  all  means  in  their  power  to  obtain  a 
remedy  for  these  evils.  The  following  resolution  had 
been  adopted — "  That  the  relieving-officers  shall  get  all 
the  information  they  can  by  house-to-house  visitations, 
that  the  Board  may  make  a  strong  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Healtli  for  powers  to  suppress  these 
nuisances." 

An  inquest  has  been  held  at  Guy's  Hospital,  on 
William  Jenner,  a  fireman  in  the  service  of  the  Brighton 
Railway  Company,  who  suifered  by  a  Collision  near 
New  Cross  on  the  li7th  August.  He  was  on  an  engine 
attached  to  a  coal-train  which  was  proceeding  along 
the  branch  from  Deptford  Wharf  to  New  Cross— a  line 
used  merely  for  coal  and  luggage.  By  some  error  or 
mismanagement,  a  danger-signal  was  not  exhibited  at 
New  Cross,  though  the  branch  was  obstructed  by  a 
train  of  empty  carriages.  When  the  driver  of  the  coal- 
train  was  warned  by  a  man,  therf  was  not  time  to  stop 
the  train  ;  Beardman,  the  drivf-  told  Jenner  to  leap 
olf,  and  he  leaped  off' himself ;  bat  Jenner  remained  on 
the  engine,  and  his  leg  and  thigh  were  fractured.  From 
the  evidence  it  seemed  probable  that  a  man  had  turned 
ofl'  a  danger-signal  under  a  misapprehension  ;  this  man 
was  a  locum-tenens  for  the  ordinary  signal-man,  who 
was  busy  with  an  engine,  he  ha'\'iug  incompatible  duties 
to  perform.  The  jury  pronounced  the  death  "Acci- 
dental," but  blamed  the  Company  for  the  defective 
arrangements.  It  was  stated  tliat  the  Company  had 
now  ordered  that  a  signal-man  should  be  specially 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  signal  on  the  bi-anch  line. 

A  young  gentleman,  William  Joseph  Greenland,  has 
been  Drowned  while  batliing  at  Margate.  He  and  two 
younger  brothers  entered  the  sea  in  the  bay  beyond 
Newgate  Battery,  without  having  bathing-machines. 
An  urider-current  carried  one  of  the  younger  brothers 
out  of  his  depth  ;  William  went  to  his  aid  ;  the  brother 
was  thrown  on  a  rock  and  escaped,  but  William  got  into 
deep  water.  Two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr. 
Addis,  made  gallantefibrts  to  save  him  but  failed.  The 
body  was  washed  ashore  an  hour  after. 

A  man  named  March,  a  brewer  at  an  inn  in  Oldham, 
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has  been  Found  Dead-anAev  extraordinary  circumstances. 
Though  generally  intemperate,  he  was  seen  at  two 
o'clock  going  towards  the  brew-house  quite  sober :  half 
an  hour  after,  he  was  discovered  under  the  copper 
furnace,  a  charred  corpse.  The  ash-hole  was  of  such 
small  dimensions  that  the  body  was  closely  wedged  in ; 
had  any  one  forced  the  man  in,  his  cries  would  have 
been  heard  ;  it  did  not  appear  likely  that  he  had  got  in 
for  any  rational  purpose  and  then  been  overpowered  by 
the  heat ;  it  appeared  therefore  that  he  had  adopted 
this  horrible  way  of  self-destruction.  A  witness  at  the 
inquest  deposed  that  March  had  said  to  several  persons, 
that  "  before  next  Sunday  he  should  be  buried."  The 
Jury  returned  an  open  verdict  of  "  Found  burnt." 

Sir  Edward  Colebrooke  has  Accidentally  Lost  his 
Right  Hand.  His  gun  went  off  while  he  was  loading  it, 
sh.ittering  his  hand  so  severely  that  amputation  was 
necessary. 

There  was  a  frightful  Collision  on  the  Great 
Northern  Raihcay,  at  Hornsey,  on  the  31st  ult.  In 
shunting  some  coal-trucks  across  the  down-line,  the 
tender  left  the  rails.  An  express-train  leaves  London  at 
five  o'clock  :  two  minutes  after  it  had  started  a  tele- 
graphic message  Avas  received  that  the  line  at  Hornsey 
was  not  clear.  The  warning  came  too  late.  The  driver  of 
the  express  seeing  the  stopping-signal  at  Hornsey,  shut 
off  his  steam,  and  reversed  liis  engine  two  hundred  yards 
on  the  London  side  of  the  signal-post ;  but  having  ten 
carriages  attached,  so  great  was  its  impetus  that  the 
express-train  dashed  into  the  tender,  and  the  carriages 
of  the  express  were  thrown  one  upon  the  other,  some 
s'nattered  to  pieces.  Many  persons  were  hurt,  some 
dangerously.  Marsh,  guard  of  the  express,  was  a  great 
sufferer.  Mrs.  Harrison  sustained  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  leg;  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  H.  Justins  had  each 
a  leg  broken  ;  while  other  passengers  were  cut  and 
bruised.  The  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Lord  Enfield,  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  Mr.  Roebuck,  and  Sir  James 
Duke,  were  more  or  less  hurt.  Pardington,  the  driver 
of  the  express-train,  and  Woods,  the  stoker,  were 
arrested  :  the  collision  was  ascribed  to  their  neglect  of  a 
signal.  It  appeared,  however,  that  others  were  some- 
what remiss  :  coal-trucks  were  shunted  across  the  down- 
line a  few  minutes  before  an  express-train  was  expected, 
and  no  fog-signals  were  placed  upon  the  i-ails — had  that 
been  done,  the  people  in  charge  of  the  express  could  not 
have  failed  to  observe  their  explosion.  The  prisoners 
were  brought  before  the  Clerkenwell  magistrate  the 
following  day,  charged  with  endangering  life  and  pro- 
perty by  negligently  driving  the  engine.  Witnesses 
proved  that  a  man  was  sent  from  Hornsey  towards 
London  with  a  red  flag  ;  he  exhibited  that  flag  at  a  dis- 
tance of  upwards  of  six  furlongs  from  the  station  ;  had 
the  prisoners  seen  that  flag,  and  immediately  taken 
measures  to  stop  the  train,  collision  would  have  been 
avoided.  But  instead  of  keeping  a  good  look-out  on 
approaching  a  station,  the  men  were  talking  together. 
The  driver,  in  answer  to  this,  told  the  magistrate  that 
he  and  his  mate  were  both  attending  to  the  fire  at  the 
time  :  when  he  saw  the  danger-signal  on  the  post  at  the 
London  side  of  the  station,  he  reversed  his  engine.  It 
seems  that  this  post  is  six  hundred  yards  from  the 
station.  Mr.  Williams,  an  officer  of  the  railway,  stated 
that  the  driver  should  not  attend  to  the  fire :  he  fre- 
quently does  so,  though  wrongly  ;  near  stations  both 
men  should  keep  a  good  look-out.  The  men  not  having 
seen  the  red  flag,  there  was  not  time  to  stop  an  express- 
train  going  at  full  speed  when  the  signal-post  was  sighted. 
The  prisoners  asked  to  be  remanded.  Mr.  T.  Owen,  the 
locomotive  foreman  at  Peterborough,  asked  if  bail  would 
be  accepted,  because,  if  so,  he  should  be  happy  to  become 
bail.  He  added,  that  the  distance-signal  was  not  far 
enough  from  the  station ;  and  that  it  was  very  difficult 
for  the  driver  to  look  out  for  signals,  inasmuch  as  both 
he  and  the  stoker  would  be  pretty  constantly  engaged 
in  feeding  the  fire  and  keeping  up  the  steam  to  the 
necessary  point  for  the  high  speed  at  which  they 
travelled.  The  magistrate  said,  that  appeared  to  be  the 
case  ;  and  even  Superintendant  Williams  seemed  to 
think  that  the  distance- signal  was  not  far  enough  from 
the  station.  He  thought  that  it  would  be  desirable  that 
there  shiruld  be  three  men  upon  these  express-engines, 
one  of  whom  should  be  continually  on  the  watch  fur 


signals.  The  accused  were  liberated  on  bail.  The  case 
was  again  brought  forward  on  the  20th.  No  more  wit- 
nesses were  examined.  Mr.  Rawlings  addressed  the 
magistrate  at  great  length  for  the  accused.  He  urged 
that  the  wrong  men — the  less  culpable- — were  placed  at 
the  bar,  while  those  more  worthy  of  blame  had  been 
called  as  witnesses  against  them.  How  was  it  that  the 
coal-train  was  shunted  at  a  dangerous  moment  ?  why 
did  it  break  down  at  Colney  Hatch  ?  Woods  was  placed 
on  an  express-engine  though  not  an  experienced  fireman. 
The  head  guard  had  to  sort  parcels,  instead  of  looking 
out  for  signals.  The  electric  telegraph  had  not  been 
used  to  ascertain  if  the  line  was  clear  before  starting  the 
express-train.  The  ^Hornsey  station-master  was  not 
properly  fitted  for  his  post.  If  the  magistrate  thought 
it  wrong  and  culpable  in  the  station-master  to  shunt  the 
luggage-train  when  he  did,  surely  he  would  not  commit 
the  driver  and  stoker  ?  The  magistrate  intimated,  that 
the  arguments  used  by  Mr.  Rawlings  might  be  urged 
before  a  jury,  and  it  might  perhaps  be  shown  that  the 
signals  were  insufficient ;  but  he  thought  that  sufficient 
had  been  shown  to  warrant  his  sending  the  men  for 
trial  ;  accepting  bail,  however>  for  their  appearance. 

H.  E.  Strickland,  Esq.,  of  Oriel  College,  Oxford, 
Deputy  Reader  in  Geology  at  that  University,  was  Killed 
in  a  shocking  manner  on  the  14th  inst.,  on  the  Man- 
chester, Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway,  while 
engaged  in  making  some  geological  observations  on  the 
strata  at  Charborough  cutting,  near  Retford.  It  was 
only  after  some  difficulty  had  been  overcome  that 
Mr.  Strickland  was  permitted  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  clerk 
at  the  Retford  station,  to  go  upon  the  line  for  the 
purpose  he  desired,  and  he  was  particularly  cautioned 
to  be  careful.  He  had  been  only  a  few  minutes  engaged 
in  his  scientific  pursuit  when  the  guard  of  a  coal-train 
on  the  up-liue,  coming  to  New  Holland,  hearing  a 
whistle  from  a  passenger-train  which  was  approaching 
on  the  down-line,  looked  out,  and  saw  Mr.  Strickland 
standing  between  the  metals  of  the  down-line,  looking 
steadfastly  at  the  coal-train,  and  unaware  of  the  approach 
of  the  passenger-train.  The  whistle  was  sounded  con- 
tinuously, and  the  guard  of  the  coal-train  made  signs  to 
him  to  save  himself,  but  in  vain.  Just  as  the  break-van 
of  the  coal-train  came  opposite  to  him,  the  engine  on  the 
down-line  struck  him  on  the  back,  lifting  him  up,  and 
causing  him  to  bound  forward  to  a  distance  of  ten  yards. 
When  he  fell  again,  his  head  seems  to  have  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  metal,  and  was  almost  splintered  to  atoms, 
the  blood  and  hair  adhering  to  the  rail.  The  ne.xt 
moment  the  whole  train  passed  over  him,  cutting  him 
literally  to  pieces.  At  the  spot  where  the  frightful 
accident  happened  is  a  sharp  curve,  which  rendered  it 
impossible  for  the  driver  to  see  any  person  beyond 
two  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  place  where 
Mr.  Strickland  stood. 

A  Fire  has  taken  place  at  Balmoral.  Five°'cottages 
occupied  by  the  masons  and  other  workmen  at  present 
engaged  in  the  erection  of  the  new  Palace,  were  totally 
destroyed  on  the  16th  inst.  The  flames  were  discovered 
a  little  after  midday,  and  as  the  cottages  were  situated 
only  about  150  yards  from  Balmoral  Castle,  the  Royal 
family,  and  a  large  number  of  men  were  in  a  very  short 
time  on  the  spot,  and  using  every  endeavour  to  conquer 
the  flre.  As,  however,  the  houses  were  composed  of 
wood,  the  most  strenuous  eflbrts  were  found  unavailing, 
and  by  one  o'clock  the  whole  were  bui'nt  to  the  ground. 
When  a  line  of  men  was  formed  to  convey  water  to  the 
burning  pile  from  the  river.  Prince  Albert  at  once  took 
a  position,  and  continued  working  steadily  throughout, 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  a  sturdy  Highlandman.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  and  Prince  Alfred  were  also  actively 
engaged,  while  her  Majesty  stood  by  the  whole  time, 
and  gave  such  directions  as  she  thought  would  tend  to 
assuage  the  fire,  seemingly  deeply  interested  by  the 
efforts  of  the  men  to  save  their  clothes'  chests,  in  which 
many  of  them  had  considerable  sums  of  money. 

Two  Men  have  been  Destroyed  by  Fold  Air  in  a  mine 
in  Cornwall.  On  the  20th  inst.  a  new  steam  stamp  was 
being  set  to  work  at  North  Levant  Mine,  St.  Just,  and, 
in  order  to  get  "  feed  "  for  the  engine,  some  men  were 
employed  to  draw  a  few  buckets  of  water  out  of  an  old 
shaft  that  was  close  by.  The  bucket  got  jammed  between 
some  rocks,  and  one  of  the  men  went  down  to  clear  it. 


September,  1853.]        SOCIAL,  SANITAEY,  AND  MUNICIPAL  PROGEESS. 


201 


After  waiting  a  little  while,  his  comrades  called  to  know 
why  he  was  so  long,  but  received  no  answer ;  upon 
which  another  man  slid  down  the  rope  to  see  what 
was  the  matter.  The  men  at  the  surface  called  again, 
but  both  below  were  speechless.  The  awful  truth  was 
then  suspected,  foul  air  had  been  generated  in  the 
bottom  of  the  shaft,  it  is  thought  by  the  gas  from  the 
coals  burning  at  the  engine.  Means  were  immediately 
resorted  to  to  dispel  it,  and  the  two  men  were  soon 
brought  to  the  surface,  but  both  quite  dead. 

A  Fatal  Accident  on  the  North  Kent  Railway  took 
place  on  Saturday  night,  the  2-lth  inst.  When  the  train 
arrived  from  Woolwich  at  London  Bridge  Station,  one 
of  the  guards  discovered  his  fellow,  Walter  Chamberlain, 
lying  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  carriages  with  his  leg 
broken,  and  otherwise  injured.  He  was  immediately 
put  on  a  stretcher  and  conveyed  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
but  died  before  he  reached  it.  An  inquest  on  his  body 
found  a  verdict  of  Accidental  Death. 

Three  Lives  have  been  Lost  by  a  Dreadful  Accident 
at  Norwich.  On  the  '24th  inst.,  Messrs.  Smith,  chemists 
and  druggists,  received  an  order  for  two  gallons  of 
naphtha.  Robert  Curtiss,  an  assistant  in  the  ware- 
house, gave  orders  to  a  porter,  named  Henry  Nichols, 
to  "  put  up"  the  quantity  of  naphtha  immediately,  it 
being  a  rule  of  the  establishment  that  articles  of  that 
inflammable  sort  should  not  be  packed  or  interfered 
with  by  candlelight.  Nichols  did  not  put  up  the  naphtha 
when  he  was  told,  but  after  dusk  he  went  with  a  lighted 
candle,  accompanied  by  two  lads,  named  John  Godbolt 
and  Thomas  Lamb,  into  an  outhouse  in  the  garden, 
where  the  naphtha  was  kept.  While  they  were  emptying 
the  quantity  of  naphtha  required  from  a  large  into  a 
smaller  vessel,  it  was  ignited.  A  terrible  explosion 
ensued,  and  the  two  lads  were  instantly  burned  to 
death.  Nichols  was  also  dreadfully  burnt,  but  he  lived 
till  the  following  morning.  Robert  Curtiss,  who  was 
in  the  laboratory  at  the  time  of  the  explosion,  heard  it, 
and  ran  to  the  outhouse  where  the  naphtha  was  kept, 
and  saw  that  it  was  filled  with  flame.  He  broke  several 
panes  of  glass,  and  called  loudly  for  assistance.  Several 
persons  came  to  the  spot,  and  the  door  of  the  house  was 
forced  open,  and  the  bodies  of  the  two  lads  were  found 
quite  charred.  Nichols  was  conveyed  to  the  hospital, 
where,  in  spite  of  every  attention,  he  lingered  in  great 
agony  till  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  died. 
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The  ceremony  of  Laying  the  Foundation-stone  of  the 
Melbourne  Athenieum  was  performed  by  Lord  Palmerston 
on  the  27th  ult.,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  concourse  of 
spectators,  among  whom  were  many  distinguished  indi- 
viduals. When  the  ceremony  was  concluded  Lord 
Palmerston  delivered  a  singularly  able  and  interesting 
address,  which  has  excited  much  public  attention.  He 
described  the  building  about  to  arise  as  one  of  peculiar 
interest ;  destined  to  be  an  epitome  of  the  life  of  man,  as 
well  as  an  exemplar  of  the  civilisation  and  improvement 
of  the  age.  It  is  to  contain,  in  the  first  place,  a  pro- 
vision for  infancy,  in  the  form  of  an  infant  school;  in 
the  next  place,  a  provision  for  the  instruction  and 
amusement  of  man  in  his  maturer  years,  in  the  shape  of 
a  mechanics'  institute ;  and  lastly,  in  the  form  of  a 
savings-bank,  a  provision  for  advanced  and  declining 
age.  Then  he  took  xip  the  three  objects  of  the  institu- 
tion separately.  "  In  former  times  (he  said)  the  treat- 
ment of  infants  was  far  different  from  that  which  now 
prevails.  Mothers  considered — and  in  some  other 
countries  they  still  consider — infants  as  encumbrances 
imiieding  their  useful  exertions  ;  and  the  infants  used 
to  be  scolded  till  they  cried,  and  beaten  till  they  ceased 
to  weep.  In  some  countries,  mothers  who  want  to 
employ  themselves  in  useful  labour  wrap  their  infanis 
in  swaddling-clothes,  and  hang  them  upon  a  peg,  as  you 
would  do  a  hat  or  a  great  coat.  Now,  our  improved 
civilisation  has  taught  us  that  we  may  provide  for  the 
care  of  infants,  and  at  the  same  time  begin  to  instruct 
their  youthful  minds.  It  is,  indeed,  not  possible  to  hope 
that  great  information  can  be  instilled  into  children  of 


from  two  to  six  years  of  age  ;  and  it  is  possible,  perhaps, 
that  the  knowledge  which  is  given  may  not  long  survive 
the  period  at  which  it  is  communicated  to  them ;  but 
they  may,  at  all  events,  acquire  habits  of  obedience, 
order,  and  regularity ;  and  habits,  we  all  know,  are 
most  important  objects  of  education — they  are  the  most 
durable  in  their  impression  ;  and  good  habits  thus  given 
to  infants  in  their  earliest  age  must  necessarily  contribute 
to  their  happiness  and  welfare  in  their  future  life. 
When,  therefore,  we  establish  an  infant  school,  we  are 
not  only  assisting  mothers  by  giving  them  the  oppoj-tu- 
nity  of  following  a  more  useful  occupation,  but  we  are 
laying  a  foundation  for  the  good  order  of  the  community 
of  which  these  infants  are  hereafter  to  be  members." 
The  advantages  of  mechanics'  institutions  are  so  well 
known  that  he  would  not  dilate  upon  them  ;  neverthe- 
theless,  it  could  not  be  useless  to  bear  in  mind  that  these 
institutions  contribute  not  only  to  the  intellectual 
pleasures  of  the  woi-king  classes,  but  also  conduce  greatly 
to  their  worldly  comfort  and  advantage.  "  With  respect 
to  their  pleasures  (he  observed),  there  are  no  pleasures 
really  worth  having  but  those  which  are  connected  with 
the  intellectual  faculties.  Pleasures  of  another  kind 
may  perhaps  be  valued  for  the  moment,  but  they  leave 
no  good  after  them,  and  they  tend  frequently  rather 
to  degrade  and  brutalise  than  to  improve  and  adorn 
those  by  whom  they  are  enjoyed.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  pleasures  of  the  intellect  increase  in  intensity  in 
proportion  as  they  are  enjoyed,  and  they  elevate  the 
persons  who  cultivate  them  in  the  scale  of  human 
beings."  This  led  him  to  set  forth  the  remarkable 
difference  between  our  times  and  times  which  have 
passed  before  us.  We  have  our  great  discoveries, — our 
railways,  tending  to  render  Europe  one  great  city  ;  our 
steam-navigation,  bringing  countries  nearer  to  each 
other ;  our  electric  telegraph,  that  splendid  triumph  of 
human  genius,  the  result  not  of  accident  but  of  laborious 
investigation  and  induction.  Other  times  have  also  had 
their  great  discoveries, — the  magnetic  needle,  printing, 
gunpowder;  "  but  (he  said)  although  in  ancient  times 
there  were  men  of  great  knowledge  who  invented  those 
wonderful  things  to  which  I  have  alluded — not  to 
mention  men  of  science  and  literature  who  have  never 
since  been  surpassed — yet  in  those  times  knowledge  was 
confined  to  the  few.  Now,  happily,  knowledge  is  at 
the  command  of  all ;  books  for  imparting  instruction 
of  every  kind  are  accessible  at  a  price  which  places 
them  within  the  reach  of  every  one ;  while  mechanics' 
institutions  enable  the  working  classes  to  profit  by  the 
exertions,  bodily  and  intellectual,  of  those  who  have 
been  the  investigators  and  acquirers  of  knowledge. 
The  working  man  may  now,  without  going  many  yards 
from  his  home,  acquire  that  knowledge  of  distant 
countries  which  has  been  gained  by  adventurous 
travellers,  who  have  traversed  burning  deserts  or 
encountered  the  perils  of  the  stormy  ocean — who  have 
visited  the  Arctic  regions  or  gone  to  the  extreme  of 
the  Southern  world.  The  mechanic  has  now  the  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  the  result  of  laborious  exertions 
without  ever  stirring  from  his  home.  The  mechanic 
has  now,  also,  the  means  of  applying  to  his  own  pur- 
poses all  that  knowledge  which  men  of  deep  science 
have  gained  by  laborious  processes,  whether  in 
chemistry,  or  mechanics,  or  in  any  other  branch  of 
science ;  and  he  is  enabled  to  profit  at  a  small  expense 
from  the  investigations  which  have  been  so  laboriously 
pursiied  by  others.  The  mechanic  is  also  by  these 
institutions  let  into  the  secrets  of  nature,  the  contem- 
plation of  which  tends  to  elevate  the  mind  ;  and  while, 
on  the  one  hand,  it  teaches  every  man  how  insignificant 
a  portion  he  is  of  that  great  universe  which  is  opened 
up  to  him,  on  the  other  hand  it  must  also  tend  to 
render  him  more  contented  with  his  lot,  and  moi-e 
resigned  to  bear  any  evils  which  Providence  in  its 
wisdom  may  ordain  him  to  suffer.  The  mechanic, 
in  his  small  room,  by  the  library  which  is  now  placed 
at  his  command,  is  enabled  to  ascertain  the  wonderful 
fact,  that  insects  too  small  to  be  seen  by  the 
naked  eye  are  yet  formed  with  all  the  compli- 
cated apparatus  of  larger  beings  ;  that  although  we 
cannot  see  them,  they  yet  have  joints,  limbs,  and  veins, 
blood  which  circulates,  and  bings  which  breathe ;  that 
they  are  constructed,  although  with  a  minuteness  which 
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is  hardly  conceivable  "by  man,  with  .all  the   elaborate 
contrivances   which  we  find   in  the   larger  objects  of 
creation.     The  mechanic,  by  means  of  institutions  like 
the  present,  is  enabled  to  carry  his  mind  into  the  most 
distant   regions   of  the   universe.     He   is  enabled   not 
merely  to  understand  the  wonderful  machinery  of  that 
system  of  which  this  world  forms  a   part,    but   he  is 
enabled  to  carry  his  views  farther,  and  to  know  that 
there  are  visible  to  those  who  have  the  command  of  the 
wonderful  telescopes  and  improved  optical  instruments 
of  the  day  80,000,000  suns,  each  of  them  as  large,  and 
some  of  them,  in  all  probability,  larger  than  ours,  all  of 
them  surrounded  by  planets,  and  containing  probably 
an  indefinite  number  of  beings,  all  the  creation  of  the 
same  great  and  inscrutable    Power   which   made   this 
earth.     The   contemplation   of   these    things    must,    I 
think,  raise  the  mind  of  the  mechanic  from  worldly, 
low,    and   vulgar   considerations,    and   tend    to    direct 
his  mind    with    fervent    devotion   towards    that  great 
Being  from  whom   he  derives   his  present  existence." 
Then  came  some  valuable  advice   respecting   savings- 
banks — the  provision  for  declining  age.     "There  is  no 
maxim  of  life   (said  his  lordship)   more  valuable  than 
this,   that  man   should   make   to-day  conducive  to  to- 
morrow;   that    he    should    be    willing    to   forego   the 
enjoyment,  the  temptations,  the   allurements   of  time 
present,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  up  a  store  which  will 
insure  his  comfort  in  time  to  come.     That  is  a  maxim 
no  less  conducive  to  his  comfort  and  happiness  in  this 
world  than  essential  to  his  well-being  hereafter.     Those 
who  act  on  this  maxim  will  find  themselves  comfortable, 
wealthy,  and  respected ;  while  those  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  careless  of  to-morrow  and  think  only  of  to- 
day,   who   waste   in   riotous   extravagance   or  needless 
pleasure  those  means  which  o«ght  to  be  laid  up  in  store 
for  their  future  comfort  and  Support,  will  be  sure  to  lose 
the  respect  of  their  neighbours,  and  what  is  a  much 
greater  loss,  their  own  respect  for  themselves.     Well, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  there  is  nothing   more  calculated 
to  encourage  these  habits  of  foresight  and  providence 
than   savings-banks ;    and    I    trust  that   the  effects  of 
establishing  one  in  this  town  will  be  as  beneficial  as 
they   have   been   proved   to  be   in  other  places  where 
similar  institutions  have  been  established.     I  trust  that 
the  working  man,  who  by  his    skill    and    industry    is 
now  in  receipt  of  ample  wages,  instead  of  squandering 
them,  as  many  may  now  be  tempted  to  do,  by  the  want 
of  any  proper  means  of  accumulating  them, — instead,  I 
say,  of  squandering  in  dissipation,  or,  what  is  worse,  in 
drink  or  momentary  indulgence,  a  large  portion  of  his 
earnings,  will  be  induced  to  lay  up  a  portion  of  them 
for    the   future   support   of  himself  and   family  ;    and 
depend  upon  it,  that  when  once  the  habit  is  acquired — 
when  once  a  man  begins  to  feel,  that  by  providence  and 
foresight,  by  laying  up  day  by  day,  and  week  by  week, 
he  is  accumulating  a  store  which  will  st.and  him  in  stead 
when  the  rainy  day  comes — when    age    and  infirmity 
prevent  him  from  working  with  the  same  activity    as 
heretofore, — when  once  that  habit  is  gained,  he  will  find 
it  a  source  of  pleasure  as  well  as  of  advantage  ;  he  will 
find  it  a  source  of  pride  to  himself  to  know  that  he  has 
been  accumulating  a  little  store  for  himself;  and  he  will 
be  a  far  happier  as  well  as  a  far  more  respected  member 
of  society,  than  he  would  have  been  had  he  squandered 
daily  and  weekly  in  riotous  extravagance  those  means 
which  ought  to  have  been  more  advantageously  laid  by." 
Having  exhausted  the   three   topics   furnished  by  the 
building,  the  orator  started  a  new  one.     "  There  is  one 
wanting  to    complete  the  institutions  of  j'our  town — 
I  mean  a  school  for  the  education  of  girls.     There  is  an 
excellent  boys'  school,  but  there  is  not  yet  an  establish- 
ment of  the  same  nature  for  girls.     Now,  gentlemen,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  education  of  women  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  society.      Men  may  be    indeed 
the  rough  stones  of  which  the  fabric  of  society  is  built; 
they  may  form  the  strength  and  resisting  portion  of  the 
fabric  ;  but  women  are  the  finer  cement  without  which 
those  rougher  ingredients  will  not  find  order  or   con- 
sistency, and  without  which  there  can  be  no  beauty,  no 
form,  no  lasting  and  useful  enjoyment.  But,  gentlemen, 
we  all  know  the  important  influence  which   is  exerted 
by  women  upon  the  welfare  of  mankind,  whether  it  be 
in  the  capacity  of  daughters,  sisters,  wives,  or  mothers ; 


and,  therefore,  independently  of  any  regard  for  the  fair 
sex — a  regard,  however,  which  I  am  persuaded  all 
whom  I  am  addressing  feel  in  the  strongest  degree — 
the  most  selfish  considerations,  a  single  regard  for  our- 
selves, a  regard  for  man  abstractedly  and  independently 
of  woman,  ought  to  lead  us  to  endeavour  to  mould  and 
educate  the  rising  portion  of  the  female  community, 
that  they  may  be  as  well-adapted  as  possible,  by  good 
training  and  instruction,  to  perform  the  various  duties 
of  life,  in  the  capacities  of  daughters,  sisters,  wives,  and 
mothers;  and,  therefore,  although  it  forms  no  part  of 
the  institution  which  is  now  about  to  be  established,  I 
commend  to  your  anxious  and  earnest  consideration  the 
establishment  likewise  of  a  girls'  school  at  Melbourne." 
A  Subterraneait  Metropolitan  Railway  is  .about  to  be 
constructed.  The  Company  formed  for  that  purpose 
under  an  Act  obtained  last  session,  held  their  first 
meeting  on  the  31st  ult.  The  Report  stated  that  the 
railway  is  to  run  under  the  New  Road  from  the  Edge- 
ware  ivoad  to  King's  Cross— a  distance  of  two  miles 
and  a  quarter.  It  is  intended  to  lay  down  two  lines 
of  railway  in  a  continuous  archway  under  the  road,  of 
ample  dimensions ;  to  be  constructed  by  excavating  the 
road  from  the  surface  at  convenient  intervals,  and 
relaying  it  as  the  work  progresses  :  proper  provisions 
will  at  the  same  time  be  made  for  the  sewage  and  gas 
and  water  services.  There  will  be  stations  every  half- 
mile  ;  the  trains  will  proceed  at  the  rate  of  twenty  miles 
an  hour  including  stoppages,  and  start  every  three 
minutes.  It  is  proposed  to  connect  the  line  with  the 
Great  Western  and  the  West  India  Dock  Junction  ;  and 
the  directors  contemplate  an  extension  of  under-ground 
railways  to  the  Post-office.  The_  subterranean  way 
should  not  be  called  a  tunnel,  but  an  "  arcade  "  ;  and  as 
locomotives  will  not  be  used,  the  nuisance  of  steam  and 
smoke,  which  cause  damp  and  foul  air,  will  be  avoided. 
The  report  reckons  on  8  per  cent,  profit.  This  railway 
is  regarded  as  the  commencement  of  an  extensive  system 
of  communication  throughout  the  Metropolis. 

The   Annual  Banquet  of  the   CtUlers'  Company  of 
Sheffield  on  the  inauguration  of  the  Master  Cutler,  took 
place  on  the  1st  inst.     The  dinner-party  mustered  about 
three  hundred  strong.     The  toasts   and  speeches  were 
very     numerous ;     the    principal    orators    being   Lord 
Edward  Howard,  Lord  Wharncliffe,  the  Reverend  T. 
Sale,  Vicar  of  Sheffield,  Mr.  Beckett  Denison,  Mr.  Peto, 
and   Mr.    Roebuck.     The  speeches  mainly   turned  on 
the   great  prosperity  of   the   country.       Mr.   Denison 
observed  that  the  West   Riding  is  getting   rich  faster 
than  at  any  former  period  ;  it  is  one  of  the  happiest 
families  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  while   manufac- 
turers' are  so  prosperous  their  agricultural  friends  are 
throwing  up  their  caps  for  joy.     Other  permanent  topics 
were — the  improved  relations  between  masters  and  men 
in   the   matter  of    strikes ;    the   French   alliance ;   the 
necessity  of  maintaining   a  defensive   attitude  towards 
foreign  powers.  A  letter  was  read  from  Earl  P'itzwUliam, 
in  which  the  conduct  of  Russia  in  the  late  transactions 
was  severely  handled.     Lord   FitzwiUiam   stated   that 
he  could  not  concur  in  Lord  Palmerston's  opinion  that 
the  Russians  would  evacuate  the  Principalities  without 
a  positive  stipulation.     A  phi'ase  in  the  letter,  "  The 
.statue  of  Peace  can  only  be  worshipped  in  the  temple  of 
Honour."  was  loudly  cheered.     Mr.  Roebuck's  speech 
was  cliaracterised  by  conciseness  and  vigour.     He  wag 
suffering  from  the   efl^ects  of  his  long  illness,  and  also 
of  the  railway  accident  at  Hornsey,  by  which  he  had 
been  a  sufferer.      He  began  by  a  reference  to  his  late 
illness  ;  and  asked  his  hearers  to  be  silent,  as  he  was 
weak.      He  joined  in   the   general  congratulations  on 
prosperity.     "  But  I  beg  you  not  to  consider  me  like 
a  Death's-head  .at   a  feast,  if  I  warn  you,  though  my 
friends  have  said  that  there  is  every  prospect  that  this 
state  of  prosperity  will  continue,  that  still  it  may  cease. 
It  may  cease  from  two  causes, — from  your  own  conduct, 
or  from   the  conduct  of  parties  abroad.     In  a  time  of 
prosperity  capital  increases  fast,  and  with  its  increase 
there  is  felt  the  difficulty  of  employing  it.     Thereupon 
ensues  an  increased  degree  of  hardihood  and  I'ecklessness 
on  the  part  of  those  who  possess  it.     We  have  always 
seen  a  time  of  great  prosperity  followed  by  adversity, 
because  the  recklessness   I   have  spoken  of  has  led  to 
unfounded  speculation,   and  that  to  ruin.     These  are 
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ominous   wai-nings,   and  not    agreeable,  but  they  nre 
honestly  and  sincerely  given  by  me,  and  I  hope  ivill  not 
fall  on  inattentive  ears."     Adversity  (he  observed)  may 
come  from  abroad.     "  I  cannot  look  around  me  without 
participating   in   the   feeling   of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  ex- 
pressed in  his  letter.     To  be  prepared  for  war  is  the  best 
preservation  of  peace.     I  was  present  at  the  great  Peace 
meeting   the    other   day — the   meeting   of  the   fleet   of 
England.     Depend  upon  it,  that  meeting  had  more  to 
do  with  the  maintenance  of  peace  than  all  the  meetings 
you  can  collect  of  persons  who  profess  to  be  the  pi'omoters 
of  peace.     The  man  who  bears  an  injury  tamely  is  he  on 
whom  all  the  bullies  around  him  will  fasten  ;  and  if  you 
give  the  world  to  understand  that  you  will  submit  to 
insults  and  injuries,  every  bully  in  Europe  will  heap  them 
upon  you.     But  that  day  gave  the  world  to  understand 
that    England   was   prepared;  and,  believe  me,  it  was 
a  glorious  sight,    not    merely   because    it   showed    our 
efficient     means     of    defence,    but    the    things    which 
we    saw    marked  —  proudly    marked  —  the    wonderful 
power  in  men  of  pure  intellect  to  govern  matter.     We 
saw  a  magnificent  vessel  mai-ching  against  wind  and  tide 
without  the  semblance  of  motion  but  her  progress  on  ward. 
No  propulsive  power  was  seen,  but,  in  the  poet's  phrase, 
she  seemed  to  '  walk  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life,'  and 
to   dare  the   elements  to  stop  her.     That  great  steam- 
iieet  was  the  great  curator   of  peace  in  Europe ;    and, 
depend  upon  it,  it  is  no  wise  economy  to  cut  down  our 
means  of  defence.    No  man  loves  peace  better  than  I  do, 
but  peace  is  to  be  obtained  only  by  making  other  people 
respect  you.     They  will  not  respect  you  if  they  do  not 
fear  you;  and  England,  to  be  respected,  and  maintain 
peace,  must  be  feared.     It  is  useless  to  blink  the  ques- 
tion ;    it  is   idle   to  ^waive  it.     We   are  bound   by   the 
responsibilities  of   our    position    to   act   for  you ;    and 
depend  upon  it,  you  will  never  find  me  hesitate  to  give 
means   to  defend  peace   by  maintaining  the  Army  and 
Navy.     This  may  not  be  popular,  but,  depend  upon  it, 
it  is  wise.     If  you  are  looking  to  your  own  interests,  you 
will   listen  to  what   I  tell  you,  for  your  prosperity  is 
dependant  on  the  conduct  of  parties  abroad.     Wc   ai-e 
told — I  have   heard  it  to-night — that  our  great  ally  on 
the  present  occasion  is  France  :   but  do  you  suppose  that 
France  would  have  been  our  ally  if  she  had  believed  that 
we  would  bear  insult  ?    No  ;  the  insult  would  have  been 
given  :  if  borne,  it  would  have  been  repeated,  and  we 
should  not  have  been  a  great  people  long.     We  are  a 
great  people,  and  we  have  the  responsibilities  of  a  great 
people.     On  England,  at  the  present  time,  are  centered 
the  hopes  of  liberty  throughout  the  world.    In  this  corner 
of  Europe  liberty  hasnow  its  refuge  and  home.  IfEngland 
were  broken    down,    Belgium    would    follow,   Sardinia 
would  be  nothing;  the  despots  of  Europe  would  walk 
over  the  whole;  and  liberty,  freedom,  and  constitutional 
government   would  take  refuge  in  that  great  Republic 
which  emanated  from  you.     But,  having  confidence  in 
the  spirit  of  our  country,  believing  that   you  are  what 
your  ancestors  were,  I  believe  in  the  future  of  England. 
I  look  to  it  as  the  great  harbinger  of  civilisation.     The 
world  looks  to  it  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  and  depend 
upon  it,  that   it  requires  you   to  maintain  the  glory — 
though  that  is  a  hard  word  to  use — the  honour,  and  the 
liberties  of  England.    If  her  liberties  were  broken  down, 
Europe  would  be  prostrate  ;  civilisation  would  be  hurled 
backward,  instead  of  progressing  ;  and  we  should  not  be, 
what  we  arc,  worthy  descendants  of  our  great  prede- 
cessors.    I  told  you  I  was  weak,  and  I  feel  so.     The  few 
sentiments  I  have  uttered  have  shaken  me  with  emi)tion. 
It  is  not  simulated,  it  is  what  I  deeply  i'eel.     I  will  act 
on  these  prijiciples,  and  iu  your  name  I  will  endeavour 
to  maintain  the  power,  the  honour   and  the  integrity  of 
this  great  country."     Towards  the  close  of  the  meeting, 
the  Master  Cutler,  in  his  capacity  as  Mayor,  combated 
the  statement  that  Sheffield  cutlery  has  degenerated  of 
late   in   excellence.     If  some  American   manufacturers 
beat  Sheffield,  it  is  because  some  Sheffield  men  use  bad 
steel,  while  the  Americans  use   the  best.     It  is  not  in 
workmanship,  but  in  the  use  of  the  beat  material,  that 
the  Americans  excel. 

The  Neio  Laic  on  Receipt  Stamps  contained  in  the 
recent  act  of  parliament,  which  will  take  effect  from  the 
10th  of  next  month,  is  of  public  importance.  On  all 
receipts  for  the  payment  of  21.  and  upwards  the  new 


duty  is  \d.,  and  may  be  denoted  either  by  a  stamp 
impressed  xipon  the  paper  whereon  any  such  instrument 
is  written,  or  by  an  adhesive  stamp  affixed  thereto,  and 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  are  to  provide 
stamps  of  both  descriptions  for  the  purpose  of  denoting 
the  duty.  In  any  case  where  an  adhesive  stamp  is  used 
for  the  purpose  on  any  receipt,  or  upon  any  draught  or 
order  respectively  chargeable  with  the  duty  of  Id.,  the 
person  by  whom  it  is  given  shall,  before  the  instrument 
is  delivered  out  of  his  custody,  cancel  the  stamp  so  used 
by  writing  thereon  his  name  or  the  initial  letters  of  his 
name,  so  as  to  show  that  such  stamp  has  been  made  use 
of,  and  so  that  it  may  not  be  again  used,  and  if  any 
person  giving  such  receipt,  &c.,  shall  not  botid  fide 
effectually  cancel  or  obliterate  the  same,  he  is  to  forfeit 
the  sum  of  10^.  Any  person  getting  ofi"  or  removing,  or 
getting  the  stamp  and  affixing  or  using  it  to  defraud 
Her  Majesty,  is  to  be  liable  to  a  forfeiture  of  20/. 
Persons  having  receipt  stamps  on  hand  are  within  six 
months  to  be  allowed  for  them. 

At  a  General  Court  of  the  Metropolitan  Commis- 
sioners of  Sewers,  on  the  6th  inst.,  a  statement  was 
made  to  show  what  had  been  done  during  the  last 
twelve  months.  The  Commissioners  had  executed, 
either  at  the  expense  of  the  public  or  of  the  owners  of 
property,  brick  and  pipe  sewers  to  the  extent  of  28| 
miles  iu  length,  contracted  for  or  put  in  hand  12|  miles, 
making  a  total  of  41  miles  in  length,  at  a  cost  of  142,8o3Z. 
Besides  this,  they  had  superintended  the  drainage-works, 
costing  80,52U. ;  making  a  total  of  223,374/.  They  had 
also  expended  36,880/.  in  repairing,  cleansing,  or  opening 
sewers  ;  and  while  on  all  sides  they  had  attended  to  the 
more  immediate  wants  of  the  public,  the  main  view 
they  had  acted  on  was  the  principle  of  intercepting 
sewers,  which  could  at  any  time  be  made  available  for 
any  great  plan  to  intercept  the  entire  sewage  of  London. 
Powers  have  been  given  to  the  Commiteioners  to 
raise  funds  not  exceeding  200,000/. ;  and  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  raise  money  on  the  security  of  the 
rates,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last 
session. 

A  Parliamentary  return  just  issued  gives  a  complete 
and  circumstantial  account  of  the  change  in  the  system 
of  Military  Flogging,  by  a  report  of  the  punishments 
inflicted  in  every  corps  of  the  service  in  each  of  the 
years  from  1847  to  .1852  inclusive.  The  army  con- 
sists of  132  corps  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  marines  and 
ordnance  corps  not  being  included  in  the  reckoning. 
In  the  year  1847 — the  first  of  the  reformed  system 
—  there  were  ninety-seven  of  these  regiments  in 
which  no  case  of  corporal  punishment  occurred  at  all ; 
from  twelve  regiments  no  returns  were  received,  and  in 
the  remaining  twenty-three  there  were  flogged  altogether 
throughout  the  twelve-months  forty-two  soldiers,  and 
no  more.  In  1848  there  were  ninety-  four  men  punished, 
but  eighty-three  regiments  still  reported  themselves  as 
dispensing  with  the  use  of  the  lash.  The  next  year  the 
punishments  dropped  to  fifty-five,  while  the  number  of 
immaculate  regiments  rose  to  ninety-three.  In  1850 
ninety  regiments  concurred  in  this  honourable  return, 
and  fifty-eight  men  only  suffered  in  the  aggregate  of 
the  corps  remaining,  while  in  each  of  the  last  two  years 
upwards  of  a  hundred  regiments  have  reported  them- 
selves as  maintaining  good  discipline  without  any 
resort  to  the  lash  at  all.  Taking  the  whole  period 
together,  and  striking  an  average,  we  find  that  about 
fifty-eight  soldiers  suffered  corporal  punishment  in  each 
year  out  of  an  army  of  110,000,  or  less  than  one  iu  two 
thousand. 

The  following  is  an  instance  of  the  Rapidity  with 
which  the  General  Post  Office  gets  through  its  Enormous 
Anwiint  of  Business.  A  few  weeks  ago  an  extra-maU, 
the  largest  ever  seen  in  this  country,  brought  by  the 
Harbinger  from  Australia,  arrived  in  London  at  mid- 
night. It  contained  60,000  letters  and  90,000  newspapers. 
Every  letter  had  to  be  stamped,  and  each  letter  and 
paper  had  to  be  taxed  with  postage.  Thousands  of 
letters  had  to  be  weighed,  and  thousands  of  bundles  of 
newspapers  had  to  be  counted,  and  each  of  the  150,000 
letters  and  papers  had  to  be  passed  separately  through 
hands  to  be  sorted  and  re-sorted.  By  the  following 
midday,  after  a  lapse  of  twelve  hours  only,  the  work 
was   completed,  the   Harbinger's    mail    was    absorbed 
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with  the  vast  inland  and  foreign  mails  of  the  day,  and 
every  letter  and  newspaper  was  distributed  or  in  course 
of  distribution. 

Bartholomew  Fair  is  now  Abolished,  after  having 
existed  720  years,  the  charter  having  been  granted  in 
the  year  1133.  The  proclamation  must  be  continued  as 
ordered  by  the  charter,  and  the  Court  of  "  Pie  Poudre  " 
opened,  but  not  the  least  vestige  of  any  amusement  or 
sale  will  be  left  to  attract  a  crowd. 

The  new  act  to  Begulate  the  Admission  of  Professors 
to  the  Lay  Chairs  in  the  Universities  of  Scotland,  is  now 
in  force.  It  is  declared  not  to  be  necessary  for  any 
person  elected  to  the  office  of  Professor  in  those  Uni- 
versities, such  office  not  being  that  of  principal  or  a 
chair  of  theology,  to  make  and  subscribe  the  acknow- 
ledgment or  declaration  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Queen 
Anne,  for  securing  the  Protestant  Religion  and  Presby- 
terian Church  Government.  The  declaration  substituted 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  person  will  never  endeavour, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  teach  or  inculcate  any  opinions 
opposed  to  the  Divine  authority  of  theHoly  Scripture,  or 
to  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  as  ratified  by 
law  in  the  year  1690;  and  that  he  will  not  exercise  the 
functions  of  the  office  to  the  prejudice  or  subversion  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland  as  by  law  established,  or  the  doctrine 
or  jirivileges  thereof.  In  case  any  professor  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  act  shall  be  sued  for  not  having  complied 
with  the  statute  of  Anne,  it  will  be  sulficient  to  plead 
tliat  he  is  prepared  to  take  the  declaration  now  pro- 
vided. The  Lord  Advocate  may  present  a  complaint 
for  violating  tlie  declaration,  and  Her  Majesty  may  issue 
a  commission. 

In  the  half-year  ending  31st  December,  18.52,  the 
total  number  of  passengers  conveved  by  the  Uailwai/s 
of  the  United  Kingdom  was  49,880,123  ;  5,853,214  first- 
class,  17,524,051  second  class,  26,484,866  third  class, 
and  17,991  holders  of  periodical  tickets.  The  receipts 
were  4,360,168/.  from  passengers,  and  4,449,105/.  for 
goods,  cattle,  parcels,  and  mails. 

Among  the  recent  acts  of  Parliament  there  is  one  to 
Amend  the  Law  of  Evidence.  Husbands  and  wives  of  the 
])arties  to  any  action,  suit,  proceedings,  &c.,  except  in 
criminal  cases  and  cases  of  adultery,  are  now  admissible 
witnesses.  No  husband  shall  he  compellable  to  disclose 
any  communication  made  to  him  by  his  wife  during  the 
marriage,  and  no  wife  shall  be  compellable  to  disclose 
any  communication  made  to  her  by  her  husband  during 
the  marriage. 

The  flourishing  town  of  Bradford  has  celebrated  by 
an  appropriate  musical  festival  the  Openinr/  of  St. 
(ieorf/e's  Hall — a  handsome  building  devoted  to  music. 
The  performances  began  on  the  31st  ult.,  with  the 
oratorio  of  "St.  Paul;"  on  the  following  day  the 
"  Messiah"  drew  an  immense  audience.  Mr.  Costa 
acted  as  conductor ;  the  chorus-singers  were  supplied 
by  the  choral  societies  of  the  great  northern  towns  ; 
among  tlie  vocalists  and  orchestra  were  some  of  the  best 
London  artists.  The  town  has  been  very  gay,  and  the 
festival  successful. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Dritish  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science  is  held  this  year  at  Hull. 
The  proceedings  began  on  the  7th  inst.  The  president 
of  the  past  year.  Colonel  Sabine,  presided,  as  is  usual, 
while  the  report  was  read;  a  document  which  eimtained 
some  interesting  matters.  It  appears  that  a  plan,  pro- 
pounded by  Professor  Thompson,  for  combinins;  by  a 
systematic  arrangement  the  transactions  of  the  various 
scientific  societies,  so  as  to  give  unity  and  continuity  to 
the  record  of  facts,  is  still  under  consideration.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  estaldish  a  telescope  in  the  Southern 
hemisphere  for  the  observation  of  nebula^ ;  and,  it 
is  understood,  from  the  favourable  reception  given  to  a 
deputation  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  that  a  vote  for  the  neces- 
sary funds  will  be  included  in  the  estimates  of  next 
session.  Dr.  Bache,  the  director  of  the  coast  survey  of 
the  United  States,  has  proposed  a  joint  survey  of  the 
Gulf  Stream  by  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  : 
and  the  proposal  has  been  forwarded  to  the  hydro- 
grapher  of  the  Admiralty.  The  report  calls  attention 
to  the  want  of  suitable  and  systematic  arrangements  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  for  the  due  publication  of 
the  results  of  scientific  researches  executed  at  the  public 
expense  by  naval  officers  acting  under  the  instructions 


of  the  Admiralty.     At  the  general  meeting  held  in  the 
Mechanics'    Institute,    in    the    evening,    Mr.  William 
Hopkins,  the   new  president,  delivered   the  inaugural 
address ;    a    varied    survey    of    recent   proceedings   in 
science,    especially   touching    astronomy,   meteorology, 
and  geology.     Next  day,  tlie  business  in  the  Sections 
began,  and  continued  for  a  week,  terminating  on  the 
14th.     The  papers  read  were  in  general  on  important 
subjects,  and  of  a  practical  charncter.     Railways  and 
railway  accidents  were  not  overlooked.  Several  schemes 
were  propounded  for  obtaining  greater  safety ;   in  par- 
ticular.    Dr.    Scoresby    read    a    paper    suggesting    an 
improved  sy.stem  of  railway  signals.     iMr.  Nelson  gave 
a  curious  analytical  view  of  railway  accidents  in  this 
country    and   on   the  continent,  for  the    twelve   years 
ending"  with    1852.     "  In   the   period   of  1840-51,    the 
number   of    railway    passengers   was    478,488,607  ;    of 
whom  237  were  killed  and  1416  injured  ;  showing  a  ratio 
of  1  killed  in  2,018,939,  and  1  injured  in  337,916.     Of 
engine-drivers,  stokers,  and  guards,  the  number  killed 
was  275,  and  the  injured  274,  out  of  40,486  ;  showing  a 
ratio  of  1  killed  in  177,  and  1  injured  in  148.     Number 
of  porters   and  other  servants,   359,683,  ot  whom  683 
were  killed,  and  343  injured  ;  the  ratio  being  1  killed 
in   527,    and    1    injured   in  1058.      During   the   years 
1844.51,  7,044,469,484  miles    have    been    travelled    by 
passengers,    and    176  deaths   have    happened   through 
accidents  from  all  causes.  Hence,  one  i)assenger  has  been 
killed  for  every  40,025,394  miles  travelled.     Supposing  a 
person  to  be  always  in  motion  on  a  railway,  and  travel- 
ling at  an  average  speed  of  twenty  miles  per   hour  in- 
cluding stoppages,  he  would  travel  175,200  miles  yearly, 
and  he  must  constantly  travel  228  years  to  be  killed  by 
accidents  from  all   causes.      The  pei'iod  for  which  he 
must  constantly  travel  to  be  killed  l)y  accidents  from  all 
causes  under  the  control  of  the  companies  is  490  years ; 
and  he  must  be  constantly  travelling  426  years  to  be 
killed  by  accidents  from  causes  beyond  the   control  of 
companies  :  but  if  the  person  is  supposed  to  travel  twelve 
hours  only  per  diem  for  each  of  the  365  days  in  the  year, 
then  in  456  years  he  will  be  killed  by  accidents  from  all 
causes ;  in  980  y^ears  he  will  be  killed  by  accidents  Irom 
causes  under  the  control  of  companies  ;  and  in  852  years 
he  will  be  killed  by  accidents  irom  causes  beyond  the 
control  of  companies.     Of  the  237  passengers  killed  in 
the  period  1840-51,   103  were  killed  by  causes  beyond, 
and   134  by  causes  under,  the  control  of  the  companies. 
Of  the  1416  persons  injured,  188  were  injured  by  causes 
beyond,  and  1228  from  causes  under  the  control  of  the 
companies.  —  Mr.  Neison   said   that   it   is   an   error   to 
suppose  that  the  third-class  passengers  suffer  the  most 
severely  by   accidents;    he  affirmed   that   the  greatest 
portion  of  accidents  fell  upon  first-class  passengers.     He 
showed  tliat  there  is  a  diminution  of  deaths  on  railways, 
and   a   gradual   improvement   in   the   railway   system. 
Deaths  from  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  companies 
have  long  been  the  majority. — The  tendency  said  Mr. 
Neison  of  accidents  which  may  be  considered  to  arise 
from  details  of  management  is  to  infiict   bodily  injury 
rather  than  occasion  death  ;  for  out  of  every  100  injuries 
about  11  deaths  happen,  while  among  tlie  accidents  due 
to  causes  within  the  influence  of  the  passengers  them- 
selves, for  every  100  injuries  55  deaths  take  place.      In 
the  period    1840-3,   the  deaths -from  causes  under  the 
control  of  the  companies  was  62'50  per  cent,  of  all  the 
deaths;  in  1S44-47  they  were  51'56  per  cent.;    and  in 
1848-51  only  43"16  per  cent.;  so  that  it  was  evident  that 
the  class  of  accidents  under  the  control  of  the  several 
companies  was  decreasing  in  relation  to  the  total  acci- 
dents in  a  most   satisfactory   and  very  rapid  manner. 
Referring  to  the   German  railways,    Mr.   Neison   gave 
the  following  results  for  the  years  1848,  1849,  and  1850, 
— length  of  railways  open,  8480  miles  (Knglish) ;  number 
of  passengers,  51,713,297;    number  of  miles  travelled, 
1,155,436,890.     During  this  period  only  one  passenger 
was  killed,  and  14  injured;  63  railway  employes  were 
killed,  and  88  injured. — Mr.  Locke  read  an  important 
paper  on  the  Condition  of  Ireland,  giving  an  agreeable 
view   of  the  improving    state    of   that    country.      He 
showed   how    the    exodus    rose    gradually    from    1840 
to    1851;  then  attained  its  greatest  number,  254,537; 
and     had     since     steadily    declined.       This     decrease 
of   the    number   of   emigrants    he   referred    to    three 


Septeiieeb,  1S53  J        SOCIAL,  SANITAEY,  AND  MUNICIPAL  PEOGRESS. 


205 


reparative  agencies, — first,  the  decrease  of  pauperism 
concurrent  with  the  general  diffusion  of  employment ; 
secondly,  the  establishment  of  civil  and  social  order, 
evidenced  by  the  decrease  of  crime ;  thirdly,  the  in- 
creasing solvency  of  the  landed  proprietary,  concurrent 
vpith  the  improvement  of  agriculture.  The  number  of 
paupers  in  the  workhouses  has  decreased  from  86,303  in 
1851,  to  50,938  in  1853;  and  the  average  rates  are  now 
estimated  at  no  more  than  Is.  Sd.  in  the  pound.  These 
effects  are  mainly  referred  to  the  excellent  industrial 
system  now  adopted  in  the  Irish  workhouses,  and  to  the 
increased  demand  for  labour.  Crime  has  also  diminished 
in  quantity  and  quality;  as  is  shown  by  the  lessened 
business  of  the  assizes.  The  increased  solvency  of  the 
landed  proprietary  has  been  caused  by  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Court.  A  return  made  last  April  showed  the 
number  of  cases  transferred  from  Chancery  to  the  court 
to  be  no  less  than  974  ;  of  which  number  19  have  been 
more  than  forty  years  and  135  more  than  twenty  years 
in  Chancery,  and,  probably,  would  have  remained  there 
for  a  score  of  years  longer  but  for  this  intervention. 
From  the  31st  of  October  1849,  to  the  end  of  July  1853, 
2878  petitions  have  been  presented,  654  being  from  the 
owners  themselves.  The  Commissioners  have  sold 
V  1,691,000  acres,  or  one-twelfth  of  the  area  of  Ireland, 
\  estimated  by  the  Ordnance  survey  at  20,316,979  acres 
exclusive  of  water.  The  total  produce  of  the  sales  is 
10,429,893^.  5s.  Id.,  within  one  million  of  the  total 
annual  valuation  of  the  country.  Deducting  one- 
ninth,  wliich  is  about  the  proportion  allowed  to 
encumbrancers  who  become  purchasers,  it  would 
appear  that  nine  millions  and  a  quarter  have  been 
reproductively  invested  :  1081  encumbered  owners  have 
been  replaced  by  4213  solvent  purchasers;  thus  quad- 
rupling the  number  of  proprietors  in  a  country  through- 
out a  great  part  of  which  there  have  been  no  resident 
gentry.  Up  to  the  31st  July  last  year  the  proportion 
was  only  treble.  Of  these  purchasers — 2718,  or  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  number,  are  small  capitalists  or 
farmers,  none  of  whose  purchases  exceeded  2000^.,  thus 
aiding  in  the  formation  of  a  middle  class,  so  indispensable 
to  civil  security  and  social  prosperity  in  Ireland. 
English  and  Scotch  have  invested  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  exceiit  the  northern  counties  of  Sligo,  Armagh, 
and  Londonderry.  The  number  of  English  purchasers 
is  181,  a  twenty-third  of  the  whole  number.  The 
amount  of  their  investment,  1,779,608/.  I'ls.  6d.,  or  one- 
si.xth  of  the  total  produce  of  the  sales  ;  the  quantity 
purchased,  496,936  acres,  or  upwards  of  two-sevenths  of 
the  total  acreage  sold.  Up  to  the  same  date  last  year 
the  comparative  proportions  were  respectively,  as  to 
number,  l-'i5th ;  as  to  amount,  1-lOlh ;  and,  as  to 
quantity  sold,  somewhat  under  2-7ths.  Still,  though 
British  purchasers  are  steadily  on  the  increase,  the 
number  is  too  small  to  awaken  the  jealousy  of  invidious 
objectors  ;  while  the  very  large  amount  invested  justified 
the  expectation  of  further  accessions  of  capital  to  develop 
those  ample  resources  now  brought  into  the  market. 
Making  especial  reference  to  Cunnaught,  Mr.  Locke 
expressly  said  that  the  improvement  of  the  Western 
Highlands  of  Ireland  will  have  been  brought  about  by 
British  capital  and  British  emigration.  Among  other 
valuable  papers  was  one  by  Mr.  Calvert  on  the 
production  of  gold  in  the  British  Island,  and  one  by 
Mr.  Nicolay  on  the  importance  of  certain  places  in  the 
Pacific  with  reference  to  great  circle  routes  across  the 
ocean.  It  was  resolved  that  the  Association  should 
meet  at  Liverpool  in  1855.  The  Earl  of  Harrowby  was 
elected  President  for  that  year;  and  Colonel  Sabine  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  General  Secretary,  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Royle. 

The  threatened  visitation  of  cholera  is  proving  a 
stimulus  to  S^anitary  Measures.  The  medical  officer  of 
the  City  Court  of  Sewers  has  reported  to  that  body 
upon  the  state  of  nuisances  connected  with  the  altered 
system  of  slaughtering  in  Newgate  Market.  Prom  this 
we  learn,  that  the  slaughterers  who  have  been  driven 
out  of  their  cellar  slaughterhouses  in  the  City,  have 
become  sharers  in  the  registered  slaughterhouses  in 
Newgate  Market ;  so  that  these  have  assumed  the 
character  of  public  slaughter-houses.  There  are  twenty 
such  places,  and  no  fewer  than  141,800  animals  are 
annually  slaughtered  there.     This  is  a  great  nuisance 


to  the  neighbourhood.  The  medical  officer  recommends 
new  regulations  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  use  of 
slaughterhouses  cxoept  by  their  owners,  and  to  put  an 
end  to  the  removal  of  offal  at  any  hour  of  the  day.  As 
a  justification  of  such  a  step,  the  Court  is  referred  to  the 
fact  that  Asiatic  cholera  has  broken  out  at  Newcastle  in 
an  epidemic  form.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Court,  this  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
General  Purposes,  with  the  view  of  carrying  out  its 
recommendations. — The  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians 
have  found  that  the  provisions  of  the  Nuisances-Keraoval 
and  Diseases-Prevention  Act  are  inadequate  to  suppress 
all  the  nuisances  brought  under  their  notice.  They  have 
applied,  therefore,  to  the  Poor-law  Board  for  direction  ; 
and  have  received  the  following  reply  from  the  Secretary. 
"  I  am  directed  to  state,  that  the  Board  have  had  the 
subject  of  the  representations  made  to  them  under  their 
consideration  ;  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Guardians 
have  no  power  or  authority  which  will  enable  them  to 
remedy  the  evils  referred  to,  except  as  arising  under  the 
statute  2nd  and  3rd  of  Victoria,  c.  71,  s.  41,  or  the 
Nuisances-Removal  Acts,  Uthand  12th  Victoria,  c.  123, 
and  12th  and  13th  Victoria,  c.  111.  The  first  of  these 
statutes  gives  a  remedy  against  the  occupiers  of  any 
house  which  is  duly  certified  to  be  in  such  a  filthy  and 
unwholesome  condition  that  the  health  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  is  thereby  affected  or  endangered :  but, 
in  cases  where  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  are  very 
poor,  the  remedy  would  probably  be  of  very  little  avail 
to  the  Guardians.  If,  however,  complaints  are  made  to 
the  Guardians  by  two  or  more  householders,  or  certifi- 
cates laid  before  them  by  the  medical  or  relieving-officers 
as  to  the  filthy  and  unwholesome  condition  of  the 
premises,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  two 
latter  statutes,  which  admit  of  proceedings  being  taken 
against  the  owners  as  well  as  the  occupiers,  the  Board 
see  no  reason  why  a  remedy  may  not  be  obtained,  so  far 
as  to  place  the  premises  in  a  good  state,  by  abating  the 
nuisances  referred  to."  The  ratepayers  of  the  parish 
of  Lambeth,  assembled  in  Vestry,  have  resolved  to 
purchase  thirty  acres  of  land  at  Wandsworth  to  fcn-m  a 
parochial  cemetery  ;  they  are  to  pay  300/.  an  acre  for  it. 
The  Gazette  of  the  16th  inst.  contains  an  Order  in 
Council,  putting  in  force  the  Nuisances-Removal  and 
Diseases-Prevention  Act ;  giving  as  a  reason,  that  "  the 
United  Kingdom  appears  to  be  threatened  with  a 
formidable  epidemic  disease." — The  General  Board  of 
Health  has  issued  special  directions  and  regulations  for 
the  use  of  local  bodies  and  the  public  in  general.  Their 
purport  is  briefly  as  follows : — Union  and  parish  guar- 
dians are  to  make  out,  from  medical  and  other  informa- 
tion, lists  of  places  where  diseases  lately  prevailed,  or  at 
present  prevail ;  and  then  to  direct  the  medical  officer  to 
examine  the  health  of  the  people  in  those  places.  The 
guardians  are  also  to  superintend  the  cleansing  of 
public  ways  and  places  ;  to  cleanse  them  themselves,  if 
the  proper  authorities  fail ;  to  direct  individuals  to  cleanse 
particular  nuisances  near  their  respective  dwellings ; 
to  visit  dwellings  in  parishes  or  unions,  where  there 
is  no  "  governing  body  ;"  to  remove  nuisances  them- 
selves, where  the  owners  are  too  poor  to  do  it  or  to  do 
it  quickly  ;  to  provide  medical  visitation,  from  house  to 
house,  wherever  an  epidemic,  is  present  or  imminent; 
to  provide  liospitals  for  poor  sick  people  ;  to  provide 
general  medical  superintendence  for  sanitary  action ; 
to  print  handbills  publishing  the  official  and  otlier 
useful  instructions  ;  and  to  supply  the  Board  of  Health 
with  a  daily  list  of  persons  attacked  by  any  epidemic 
disease,  with  particulars  of  their  cases  and  treatment. 
All  local  bodies  having  the  care  of  public  ways  or 
places  are  to  see  to  the  "  continued  cleansing"  of  such 
ways  and  places  as  the  medical  officers  report  in  a  state 
dangerous  to  health.  The  medical  officer  of  each  dis- 
trict or  union  is  instructed  to  visit  the  unhealthy  places 
reported  by  the  guardians,  and  examine  the  houses,  with 
a  sanitary  view ;  to  inquire  into  the  health  of  people  in 
workshops,  common  lodging-houses,  and  schools,  and 
to  treat,  by  himself  or  others,  all  cases  of  diarrhoea  in 
those  places  ;  to  report  to  the  guardians  all  nuisances  ; 
to  report  at  once  any  unusual  amo«nt  of  diarrhoea,  and 
any  case  of  epidemic  or  contagious  disease ;  to  order 
the  separation  of  the  inmates  or  other  necessary  mea- 
sure in  schools,  workhouses,  or  lodging-houses,  where 
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any  disease  breaks  out;  to  cause  the  removal  of  patients 
from  crowded  rooms;  and  to  speedily  remove  from  the 
rooms  of  the  living,  corpses  of  persons  who  died  from 
contagious  or  epidemic  disease.  All  medical  men  are 
directed  to  report  cases  of  death  from  epidemic  or 
contagious  disease  to  the  medical  officer  of  the  district. 
The  instructions  for  the  general  public  are  simple. 
Occupiers  of  houses  shall,  when  directed  by  the  guar- 
dians or  medical  officers,  continuously  cleanse  the  places 
adjoining  their  houses,  and  remove  nuisances.  Any 
person  present  at  a  death  from  epidemic  disease,  not 
attended  by  a  medical  man,  is  to  notifj'  the  same  to  the 
medical  officer  of  the  district.  The  above  directions 
relating  to  nuisances  equally  apply  to  "  any  matter 
injurious  to  the  health  of  any  person."  In  the  washing 
of  streets,  persons  are  directed  to  use  fluids  or  substances 
for  preventing  the  escape  of  noxious  effluvia  during  the 
operation.  Newcastle  is  the  place  where  the  disease 
has  assumed  the  most  serious  aspect.  The  deaths  there 
for  the  six  days  preceding  the  24th  inst.  have  averaged 
94  daily.  The  total  number  of  deaths  up  to  that  time 
has  been  995.  The  general  state  of  Newcastle  has  been 
very  dirty,  but  a  place  called  Sandgate  has  been  the 
■worst  in  the  town ;  the  inhabitants  being  crowded 
together  without  regard  either  to  decency  or  cleanliness. 
The  London  Board  of  Health  peremptorily  advised  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  population — about  4000  in 
all.  Some  have  been  removed,  and  are  now  lodged 
healthilv  in  tents,  lent  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance : 
some  have  dispersed  themselves  over  the  better  part 
of  the  town  ;  while  the  cholera  has  fiercely  broken  out 
among  the  people  still  living  in  the  place.  Two  of  the 
most  over-crowded  churchyards  in  the  town  were  closed 
on  Saturday,  and  three  others  are  to  be  closed.  The 
upper  and  middle  classes  seem  to  suffer  from  the 
disease  as  much  as  the  lower  classes. 

The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  have  offered  to  subscribe 
300^  towards  Im2>roving  the  Lodging  of  Families  in 
Dublin,  on  condition  that  a  subscription,  with  fair 
promises  of  liberal  support,  be  commenced.  It  is  also 
intimated  that  her  Majesty  is  of  opinion  that  some 
attempt  should  be  made  to  improve  the  feeling  of  the 
lower  classes  in  Ireland  with  regard  to  their  clothing, 
so  that  they  may  be  induced  to  keep  them  in  a  decent 
state  of  repair.  1 

The  School  of  Design,  with  all  its  apparatus,  is  now 
removed  from  Somerset  House  to  Marlborough  House, 
there  to  form  part  of  the  Central  School  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Science  and  Art.  The  elementary  instruction 
formerly  given  at  Somerset  House  will  now  be  afforded 
in  the  district  schools. 

The  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 
Mal-administrationofthe  Bit  mingham  Gaol,  commenced 
their  sittings  on  the  30th  ult. ,  and  sat  daily  till  the  13th 
inst.,  on  which  day  the  investigation  terminated.  In  the 
course  of  the  inquirj-,  Lieutenant  Austin,  the  present 
governor  of  the  prison.  Captain  Maconochie,  the  late 
governor,  Mr.  Sherwin,  the  chaplain,  Mr.  Blount,  the 
surgeon,  the  warders  and  other  subordinates,  and  a 
number  of  the  prisoners,  were  examiiitd.  A  great  manj* 
complaints  were  investigated.  The  charges  applied  to 
the  governor,  the  surgeon,  and  he  wardens ;  and  they 
consisted  of  allegations  of  cruelty,  neglect,  and  other 
misconduct,  sustained  by  the  evidence  of  persons  con- 
nected with  the  gaol.  The  cases  inquired  into  were 
very  numerous,  and  the  evidence  voluminous.  One  of 
the  complainants  was  an  old  man  named  Dodson,  who 
had  been  imprisoned  a  month  for  the  non-payment  of 
his  wife's  maintenance.  He  stated,  that  when  he  was 
too  ill  to  work,  he  was  shut  \ip  in  the  crank  cell;  that 
when  he  was  very  ill,  and  rang  for  assistance,  a  warder 
threatened  to  chain  hira  up,  and  took  away  some  of  his 
clothes;  and  that  the  Governor  Lieutenant  Austin  called 
him  a  blackguard,  and  threatened  to  horsewhip  him. 
Finally,  so  badly  was  he  used,  that  he  tried  to  hang 
himself.  From  the  surgeon's  evidence  it  appeared  that 
he  had  thought  Dodson  always  fit  to  do  liis  work  at  the 
crank  ;  that  he  had  made  no  entries  in  his  journal  as  to 
what  Dodson  was  suffering  from, — thereby  violating  the 
regulations ;  and  that  he  could  not  distinctly  answer 
questions,  because  he  did  not  anticipate  this  inquiry. 
The  chaplain  deposed  that  Dodson  was  always  ill. 
Several  warders  were   examined ;    but  Dodson's  testi- 


mony does  not  appear   to  have  been  shaken.     On.  the 
contrary,  it  appeared  that  it  had  not  been  uncommon  to 
keep  prisoners,  even  boys,  at  work  in  the  crank  cell  as 
late  as  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and  to  send  them 
supperless  to  bed  because  they  had  not  done  their  work. 
The   warders   pretended   that  they    thought  Dodson's 
attempt  on  his  life  was  a  sham ;  but,  hard  pressed,  one 
admitted  that  he  believed  it  was  a  real  attempt ;  and  the 
commissioners  told  them  their  conduct  was  disgraceful. 
Lieutenant  Austin  denied  that  he  had  called  Dodson  a 
blackguard,  or  had  threatened  to  horsewhip  him.     He 
had  not  entered  Dodson's  "attempt"  at  suicide  in  his 
journal. — Captain  Williams,  one  of  the  commissioners  : 
Are  the  "  attempts  "  never  entered  in  the  journal  at  all  ? 
— Witness :  There  are  entries,  but  there  is  no  register 
kept. — Chief  Commissioner  ;  What  made  you  think  this 
was  a  sham  attempt  ? — Witness  :  From  the  state  of  the 
handkerchief. — Chief  Commissioner;  In  this  return  of 
the  magistrates,  setting  forth  the  attempts   at  suicide, 
here  is  one  on  the  6th  December,  1851,  which  is  called 
"attempt   at   imposition;"    from   what   is   this  return 
made  up  ? — Witness :  I  think  the  surgeon  supplied  those 
returns. — Chief  Commissioner :    I  see   nothing  on    the 
subject  in  the  surgeon's  journal.     How,  I  say,  was  this 
return  made  up  ? — Witness  :  Partly  from   memory,  and 
partly  from  the  surgeon's  journal. — Lieutenant  Austin 
further  stated,  that  the  practice  of  keeping  prisoners  in 
the   crank   cells   after   dark,  and  of  inflicting  corporal 
punishment,  existed  in  Captain  Maconochie's  time.     No 
entry  of  the  former  appeared  on  the  books,  bait  there 
was  one  entry  of  the  latter.     In  the  course  of  the  inves- 
tigation of  other  cases,  it  appeared  that  more  than  one 
prisoner  attempted  suicide ;  that  the  surgeon   did  not 
properly  attend  to  the  sick  prisoners;  that  in  the  cell 
of  one   man  who  died,  several   loaves  were  found  un» 
touched ;  that  another  was  put  into  the  strait  jacket  and 
deluged  with  water  on  a  cold  day  in  February,  and  left 
in  his  wet  clot"hes   for  some  hours  ;  that  a  bay  named 
Andrews   committed   suicide    in    consequence    of    the 
cruelties  inflicted  on  him ;  that  the  jacket  was  put  ou 
another  boy  named  Shaw,  and  while  on  the  floor  of  his 
cell   three    buckets  of  water   were   thrown    over   him, 
and   he  was  left  lying  in  the  wet  extremely  ill ;    and 
that  the  surgeon  stuffed  the  mouth   of  a  prisoner  with 
salt  to   stop   his   cries   while    the  jacket   was   put   on. 
The  last  part  of   the  investigation    consisted  of  exami- 
nations of  the  Visiting   Justices,   Mr.  W.  Wills  their 
chairman,    and    two    of    their    number,   Mr.    Howard 
Luccock  and  Mr.  H.  Smith;  and  also  of  Mr.  Perry  the 
Government  Inspector  of  Prisons.     Of  their  evidence 
it  may  be  said  in  general,  that  it  did  not  tend  to  refute 
any  of  the  charges,   while   it   showed,   en   their  part, 
inattention  to  and  ignorance  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  gaol  had  been  managed.     Towards  the  close,  Mr. 
Lucy  and  Mr.  James,  both  magistrates,  brought  a  serious 
charge  against  Captain  Maconochie.     They  alleged  that 
he  had  received  300/.,   in  three  sums,   which  he  had 
never  accounted  for.     The  charge  was  only  made  public 
at  this  investigation,  and  had  not  been  mentioned  by 
the    two    magistrates    to    their    colleagues.      Captain 
Maconochie  explained,  that  he  had  received  the  money 
from  the  treasurer  of  the   Corporation  as  a  loan,  and 
he  considered  it  a  perfectly  open  transaction  :  he  came 
down  from  London  at  great  expense,  and  had  to  furnish 
a  house — that  was  the  reason  why  he  wanted  the  money  : 
when  the  treasurer  died",  he  immediately  commxmicated 
with   the   then   mayor.      The   Commissioners    did   not 
consider   that    Captain   Maconochie    had    intended    to 
misappropriate  the  money,  which  it  appeared,  had  been 
repaid.     The  report  of  the  Commissioners  has  not  yet 
appeared. 

The  Commissioners  then  proceeded  to  a  similar  inves- 
tigation respecting  Leicester  Gaol.  They  examined  the 
governor,  Mr.  William  Musson,  and  the  chaplain, 
surgeon,  and  other  ofticers  of  the  gaol.  The  evidence 
of  these  persons  generally,  shows  that  a  system  of 
extreme  severity  was  rigidly  but  not  partially  carried 
out.  The  separate  system  and  crank  labour  were  first 
used  in  1846.  Prisoners  above  seventeen  were  required 
to  perform  1800,  and  prisoners  under  seventeen  1500 
revolutions  per  hour.  Eight  hours  a  day  was  the  longest 
period  of  crank  work ;  and  the  difficulty  of  the  labour 
was  proportioned  to  the  strength  and  previous  occupa- 
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tion  of  the  prisoner.  An  hour's  work  including  1800 
revolutions,  was  required  each  morning,  and  breakfast 
■was  not  given  uutil  this  task  was  accomplished.  This 
was  done  expressly  on  the  "  Scriptural  principle  "— "  if 
a  man  will  not  work,  neither  shall  he  eat."  Untried 
prisoners  were  frequently  punished  for  talking  to  one 
another,  and  for  turning  round  in  chapel ;  the  general 
punishments  being,  confinement  in  a  dark  cell,  confine- 
ment upon  bread  and  water,  and  whipping.  Prisoners 
in  some  cases  were  strapped  for  an  hour  to  the  wall  in 
the  day-time,  and  at  night  were  secured  to  their  beds. 
The  governor  said,  he  did  not  recollect  a  single  instance 
of  a  woman's  being  put  in  a  strait  waistcoat.  He 
admitted  that  he  had  one  day  stopped  the  dinners  of  nine 
debtors  in  the  county  prison  :  one  of  them  had  laughed 
loudly,  and  not  knowing  which  it  was,  he  thus  punished 
all.  In  chapel  the  prisoners  were  kept  standing,  each 
in  a  separate  stall.  The  surgeon  to  the  gaol  stated  that 
he  had  noticed  debility,  swelling  of  the  legs,  wasting  of 
flesh,  and  paleness  when  at  work,  as  the  ett'ects  of  crank 
labour.  One  man  was  kept  without  food  for  a  whole 
day  and  until  four  o'clock  of  the  second  day.  "  Several 
cases  "  of  mental  depression  occurred;  in  two  cases  the 
prisoners  had  been  removed  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 
One  prisoner,  numbered  "  C.  3.  11  "  was  kept  "  strapped 
to  the  wall  daily,  by  order  of  the  surgeon,"  from  the 
13th  of  April  to  the  16th  of  May— thirty-three  days. 

Strikes  for  Advance  of  Wages  still  continue  both  in 
London  and  the  provinces.  In  London,  workpeople  in 
several  trades  are  making  movements.  The  carpenters 
employed  at  the  Reform  Club  have  struck  for  Qd.  a  day 
increase.  The  bricklayers  persist  in  partial  strikes  ;  the 
masters  being  deserted  one  by  one.  Several  of  the  small 
masters  have  been  compelled  to  yield.  The  bricklayers' 
labourers  have  returned  to  work,  failing  to  get  a  rise 
from  18s.  to  21s.  a  week.  The  lamplighters  and  the 
bakers  have  also  failed  in  their  attempt  to  get  higher 
wages.  The  basket-makers,  demanding  10  per  cent, 
have  partially  failed,  but  some  shops  have  conceded  the 
rise.  The  brass  and  iron-founders  are  conspiring  for  a 
10  per  cent  advance.  Of  the  girls  employed  as  seam- 
stresses and  slop-workers,  many  have  suddenly  left 
London  and  turned  hop-pickers  in  Kent  and  Sussex ; 
while  the  masters  widely  placard  London  with  oSers  of 
"  constant  employment  at  good  wages  "  to  every  de- 
scription of  needle-workers. — The  Preston  Strike  con- 
tinues, and  is  well  supported  by  the  operatives  at  work 
in  the  town  and  neighbourhood.  The  funds  are  distri- 
buted weekly  among  the  men  on  strike  ;  6s.  per  head 
being  given  to  the  "weavers,  winders,  and  loomers  ;  and 
3s.  per  head  to  tenters.  The  operatives  attempted  an 
open-air  meeting  after  sunset  on  the  19th,  but  were  pre- 
vented by  the  magistrates,  and  had  to  meet  in  the 
Temperance  Hall.  The  workmen's  committee  have 
earnestly  advised  the  men  to  keep  the  peace ;  in  future 
none  of  the  common  fund  will  be  expended  for  the 
defence  of  operatives  tried  for  illegal  acts  — The  Man- 
chester Weavers  are  still  "  out,"  but  their  funds  are 
getting  low.  They  can  now  afiord  but  lOf/.  a  week  to 
each  man  out  of  work.  The  strike  of  the  fustian-dyers 
seems  equally  unsuccessful  :  1200  struck  work,  but  the 
masters  have  hired  852  fresh  hands,  and  the  number  is 
increasing  every  week.  The  strike  has  now  lasted  for 
eleven  weeks.  A  great  deal  of  bitterness  has  been 
aroused,  and  personal  outrages  have  occurred  :  on  the 
19th  a  large  paving-stone  was  flung  at  Mr.  Crabtree,  a 
master  dyer  ;  and  the  son  of  one  of  the  dyers  at  work, 
was  fiercely  assaulted  by  a  woman.  The  dyers  say  that 
their  wages  have  not  been  increased  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  The  skein-dyers  of  the  town  have  returned  to 
work,  having  got  an  advance  of  15  per  cent. — The 
Bolton  Cotton-Spinners  ask  a  further  advance  of  5  per 
cent :  some  of  the  masters  have  consented.  At  Wigan 
the  Card-Room  Hands  have  given  fourteen  days'  notice 
to  the  manufacturers,  that  unless  some  have  an  advance 
of  2s.  a  week,  and  others  Is.,  they  will  cease  work.  The 
throstle-room  people  have  resolved  to  demand  10  per 
cent  increase. — There  is  a  great  strike  among  the  Col- 
liers at  Wigan.  All  the  collieries  in  the  district  are 
stopped ;  and  it  is  calculated  that  5000  men  arc  out  of 
work.  The  men  lately  got  an  advance,  but  they 
demand  a  further  advance  of  16j  per  cent.,  or  Is.  2d. 
where  they  now   receive    Is.      Birmingham  district  is 


notable  for  the  few  strikes  that  have  taken  place  there ; 
and  it  is  boasted  that  in  no  trade  connected  with  the 
town  of  Birmingham  has  there  been  a  cessation  of 
work,  reasonable  concessions  having  been  always  readily 
made.  The  nailers  of  the  town  now  ask  an  advance 
of  10  per  cent.,  and  the  request  is  likely  to  be  granted. 

The  opening  of  Mr.  Salt's  Alpaca  Factory  at  Brad- 
ford, probably  the  largest  manufactory  in  the  world, 
was  celebrated  by  a  great  banquet  on  the  20th  inst. 
Mr.  Salt  himself  was  the  host ;  and  the  guests  numbered 
3750,  including  Lord  Harewood,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Adams,  the  Mayors  of  Leeds,  Bradford,  Halifax,  and 
Wakefield,  many  other  persons  of  West  Hiding  nota- 
bility, and  2500  of  the  operatives  employed  in  the  works. 
After  the  dinner,  Mr.  Salt  ordered  special  trains  and 
conveyed  his  guests  to  Bradford,  where  he  treated  them 
to  a  concert  in  St.  George's  Hall.  The  new  buildings, 
covering  six  acres,  will  employ  4500  hands,  and  cause  an 
increase  of  9,000  or  10,000  to  the  population  of  Saltaire. 
To  meet  this  increase,  Mr.  Salt  is  building  700  com- 
fortable and  airy  dwellinghouses,  in  wide  streets  and 
spacious  squares  with  gardens  attached,  grounds  for 
recreation,  baths  and  washhouses,  a  covered  market, 
schools,  and  a  church. 

Mr.  William  Brown,  Member  for  South  Lancashire, 
has  offered  a  donation  of  6000^.  for  the  erection  of  a 
Town  Library  at  Liverpool,  open  to  aU  classes  of  the 
community. 

A  Lodging-house  for  Unmarried  Workmen  has  been 
opened  at  Windsor ;  it  will  accommodate  fifty  men, 
paying  2s.  a  week  each.  By  its  side  is  another  lodging- 
house  open  for  the  reception  of  "tramps."  Both  build- 
ings have  been  erected  by  the  Windsor  Royal  Society, 
of  which  Prince  Albert  is  President. 
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The  Queen  and  Prince  Albert,  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Prince  Alfred,  arrived  at  Dublin  on  the 
29th  ult.  The  people  of  Dublin  had  made  great  pre- 
parations to  receive  their  sovereign ;  and  she  was 
welcomed  on  her  arrival,  and  as  she  passed  through  the 
streets,  by  the  acclamations  of  innumerable  multitudes. 
The  royal  party  took  up  their  residence  in  the  Viceregal 
Lodge.  In  the  evening  the  public  buildings  were  lighted 
up,  and  many  citizens,  unmindful  of  the  official  pro- 
clamation, had  illuminated  their  dwellings  in  the  old 
style.  It  was  remarked  that  the  people  looked  happy, 
well  fed,  and  contented.  The  royal  visit  to  the  Exhibi- 
tion Avas  made  on  the  following  morning.  The  building 
was  filled  by  the  holders  of  season-tickets ;  the  ladies 
occupying  all  the  best  seats,  and  forming  a  beautifully- 
coloured  margin  round  the  central  compartment,  where 
stood  the  dais  erected  for  the  Queen.  It  is  remarked 
that,  generally  speaking,  there  was  an  absence  of  official 
costume  ;  which  was  quite  in  character  with  the  special 
view  of  the  royal  visit.  As  the  Queen  entered  the 
central  hall,  a  loud  cheer  burst  from  the  assembly,  hats 
and  handkerchiefs  waved,  and  the  National  Anthem 
pealed  through  the  building.  The  Committee,  headed 
by  the  chairman,  Mr.  George  Roe,  led  the  way  to  the 
throne;  then  came  the  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  the 
two  Princes ;  next  to  them,  the  Lord-Lieutenant  and 
the  Duchess  of  Wellington,  and  the  Countess  St.  Ger- 
mans and  Earl  Granville.  The  Queen  sat  with  the 
Prince  of  Wales  on  her  right  hand,  Prince  Albert  and 
Prince  Arthur  on  her  left.  The  spectacle  which  the 
hall  now  presented  was  singularly  imposing ;  in  front, 
the  vast  assemblage  standing  up  and  cheering  loudly ; 
behind,  the  Court  m  an  attitude  of  respectful  attendance; 
and  beyond  them,  on  the  verge  of  the  platform,  a  semi- 
circle of  the  Irish  nobility.  The  Lord  Chamberlain  then 
made  a  sign  to  Mr.  Roe,  who  read  an  address  of  welcome 
to  the  Queen,  to  which  her  Majesty  replied  with  her 
usual  grace.  Then  the  Committee  of  the  Exhibition 
presented  a  suitable  address  to  Prince  Albert,  to  which 
his  royal  highness  replied.  Mr.  Dargan,  who  had  taken 
up  a  position  amonar  his  fellow  committee-men,  was  now 
beckoned  for  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain ;  and,  kneeling 
down,  he  kissed  the  Queen's  hand,  amidst  the  cheers  of 
the  great  assembly.  After  this  presentation,  a  procession 
was  formed,  in  which  the  committee  and  chief  officials 
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of  the  Exhibition  took  the  lead,  and  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Corporation  followed  ;  then  came  the  Queen  and 
Prince  Albert,  the  two  young  Trincps,  the  royal  suite, 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  "Lady  St.  Germans,  and  the 
principal  members  of  the  Viceregal  household.  The 
procession  was  not  one  of  strict  state  and  ceremony,  for 
the  Lords  Chamberlain  walked  like  ordinary  human 
beings  instead  of  backwards  ;  and  her  Majesty,  instead 
of  a  diadem,  wove  a  very  pretty  pink  bonnet.  Prince 
Albert  was  rather  more  formally  arrayed  in  a  field 
marshal's  uniform,  but  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  Prince 
Alfred  were  simply  and  neatly  dressed  in  white  trousers 
and  waistcoats,  with  emerald  green  jackets.  In  this 
manner  the  royal  party  went  through  the  whole  of  the 
building,  examining  all  the  objects  of  interest;  after 
which  "they  resumed  their  former  positions.  The 
Corporation  of  Dublin  next  presented  an  address,  to 
which  her  Majesty  made  suitable  reply,  and  Prince 
Albert  went  through  the  same  ceremony.  This  con- 
cluded the  visit,  and,  still  attended  by  bursts  of  cheering, 
the  royal  party  quitted  the  exhibition.  In  the  afternoon, 
the  Queen  and  Prince  Albert  visited  Mount  Annville, 
the  seat  of  Mr.  Dargan,  where  her  Majesty  remained  an 
hour,  going  over  the  mansion,  which  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  Wicklow  Mountains  and  Dublin  Bay,  and 
holding  long  conversations  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dargan. 
The  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  the  boy  Princes,  were 
at  the  Exhibition  as  early  as  nine  o'clock  on  the  two 
following  mornings.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  there 
was  a  grand  review  in  Phcenix  Park,  but  heavy  rain  fell 
without  ceasing.  The  Queen,  however,  did  not  abandon 
the  field,  and  the  troops,  of  course,  went  through  their 
work  in  spite  of  the  weather.  Her  Majesty  left  Dublin 
on  the  3rd  inst.,  and  proceeded  straight  to  her  highland 
residence  of  Balmoral,  where  the  royal  party  arrived  on 
the  6th. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  David's  has  announced  his  intention 
to  devote  3000?.  towards  Building  Parsonage  Houses  in 
Wales  in  the  cases  of  livings  under  150?.  a  year.  The 
Bishop  made  this  intimation  at  the  ninth  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Church  Union  Society  held  at  the 
Episcopal  Palace.  This  sum  would  be  applied  in 
the  first  instance  to  livings  in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop 
falling  within  the  limits  prescribed  as  to  the  amount  of 
income  ;  and,  this  class  of  livings  failing  to  exhaust  it, 
his  Lordship  reserved  for  himself  the  power  of  selection 
as  to  particular  cases  to  which  the  grants  would  be 
made.  The  Bishop  stated  th.it  ho  had  intimated  his 
intention  in  his  last  charge  to  devote  any  surplus  he 
might  have  above  the  amount  of  income  fixed  for  his 
successor  in  the  see  to  the  promotion  of  church  objects, 
and  it  was  in  fulfilment  of  the  promise  he  had  then 
made  that  he  now  allocated  this  sum  for  the  purpose  he 
had  stated.  His  Lordship  did  not  feel  himself  to  be 
under  any  obligation,  legal  or  moral,  to  dedicate  the 
sum  he  had  mentioned  to  any  other  purpose  than  such 
as  he  might  choose,  for  it  formed  part  of  his  income  as 
bishop  without  any  limitation  as  to  its  use  ;  but  he  did 
feel  very  great  pleasiire  in  being  able  to  dedicate  it  to 
the  purpose  he  had  named,  and  he  should  be  obliged  to 
the  rural  deans  if  they  would  furnish  him  with  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  particular  cases  within  their  respective 
deaneries  which  they  thought  most  in  want  of  assistance 
to  enable  the  incumbents  to  build  houses  of  residence. 
The  meeting  expressed  the  gratification  they  felt  at  the 
Bishop's  munificence  and  consideration  for  the  wants  of 
poor  benefices,  and  their  approbation  of  the  mode  in 
which  his  Lordship  proposed  to  apply  it.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  warmly  and  unanimously  voted  to  him  for 
his  kindness  and  disinterestedness  in  dedicating  so  large 
a  sura  to  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  church. 

Viscount  Strathallan  has  been  elected  one  of  the 
representative  peers  of  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  the  lute 
Earl  of  Seafield. 

Lord  Elphinstone  has  been  appointed  Governor  of 
Bombay ;  and  Mr.  Thomason,  late  Governor  of  the 
North-west  Provinces,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Government  of  Madras. 

Mr.  llobert  Stephenson  who  has  been  in  Canada  on 
railway  business  was  lately  entertained  by  several 
gentlemen  of  local  distinction  at  a  jiublic  dinner  in 
Montreal.  His  presence  there  had  reference  to  the 
building  of  a  great  bridge  over  the  river. 


The  remains  of  Sir  Charles  Napier  were  buried  on 
the  8th  inst.,  in  the  garrison  chapel  at  Portsmouth. 
A  noble  procession  escorted  the  hero's  body  to  the 
grave,  through  streets  crowded  with  spectators.  The 
pall-bearers  were  Admiral  Byng,  IMajor  Travers, 
General  Hunter,  Mr.  W.  Grant,  Sir  Colin  Campbell, 
and  Major  General  Simpson.  Among  the  mourners 
were  the  Earl  of  EUenborough,  Lord  Hardinge, 
Admiral  Sir  C.  Napier,  and  Lieutenant  General 
Sir  W.  Napier.  The  coffin  was  simple,  and  the  in- 
scription merely  stated  the  name  and  the  date  of 
birth  and  death.  On  the  lid  were  the  hat  and  plume, 
and  two  swords — one  the  sabre  used  in  the  Indian 
campaign  with  the  guard  torn  by  a  ball,  the  other  the 
sword  of  honour  presented  by  Lord  EUenborough  to  the 
conqueror  of  Scinde.  As  the  coffin  was  lowered  and  the 
earth  sprinkled  upon  it,  some  of  the  old  soldiers  could 
not  control  their  tears.  When  all  was  over.  Sir  William 
Napier  made  an  effort  to  address  the  soldiers,  who 
formed  three  sides  of  a  square  to  hear  him.  "  Soldiers," 
said  he,  "there  lies  one  of  the  best  men — the  best 
soldiers — the  best  Christians — that  ever  lived  !  He 
served  you  faithfully,  and  you  served  him  faithfully. 
God  is  just." — Overcome  by  his  feelings  he  was  unable 
to  say  more  ;  and  the  soldiers  slowly  and  sadly  moved 
away  from  the  grave. 

Sir  Joseph  Thackwell's  return  from  India  was  cele- 
brated on  the  7th,  by  a  grand  banquet  in  the  Shire  Hall 
at  Gloucester,  of  which  city  the  gallant  officer  is  a 
native. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  County  Courts  are  Sir  John  Romilly 
(Chairman),  Sir  W'illiam  Erie,  Sir  Charles  Crompton, 
Mr.  Fitzroy,  M.P.,  Mr.  H.  S.  Keating,  Mr.  J.  H.  Roe, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Dowling,  Mr.  J.  P.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Mullings. 

Sir  Henry  Barkly  has  set  out  for  Jamaica  to  assume 
his  duties  as  Governor  of  the  Island. 

The  vacancies  in  the  Order  of  the  Thistle,  occasioned 
b}'  the  deaths  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Lord  Saltoun, 
have  been  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the  Duke  of 
Athol  and  Lord  Panmure. 

The  Duchess  of  Hamilton  h.is  become  a  convert  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  She  attended  the  chapel  at 
Hamilton  on  Sunday  the  2Sth  ult. :  when  the  altar  was 
decorated  with  many  costly  gifts  from  her  Grace. 

Lord  Londesborough  has  completed  the  purchase  of 
the  Selby  estate  in  Yorkshire,  for  270,000/.,  from  the 
Honourable  Mrs.  Petre,  widow  of  the  Honourable 
E.  Petre,  of  Selby.  Mrs.  Petrc,  who  was  left  sole 
executrix  to  her  husband,  with  the  whole  property  at 
her  own  disposal,  has  taken  the  veil  in  France  ;  and  the 
whole  of  her  property  will,  of  course,  go  to  the  funds  of 
the  nunnery  which  she  has  entered. 

The  Spanish  ex-Queen  Christina,  her  husband  the 
Duke  of  Rianzares,  and  their  two  daughters,  have 
arrived  in  London. 

The  Princess  Belgio.so,  who  since  the  Milan  revo- 
lution has  lived  in  a  village  of  Asia  Minor,  has  been 
assassinated  by  an  Italian.  She  received  seven  wounds, 
from  the  effects  of  which  she  eventually  died.  The 
assassin  has  been  arrested  and  taken  to  Constan- 
tinople. 

Jenny  Lind,  now  Madame  Goldschmid,  has  become  a 
mother,  having  recently  given  birth  to  a  son. 

]\Irs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe  has  returned  from  the 
Continent  much  benefited  in  health  by  her  quiet  resi- 
dence in  Switzerland.  She  has  taken  her  departure  for 
the  United  States. 

The  Queen  has  granted  a  pension  of  80/.  to  the  Rev. 
William  Hickey,  a  protestant  clergyman,  well  known 
to  the  world  as  a  writer  on  agriculture  under  the  name 
of  "Martin  Doyle." 

Policeman  Dwyer,  who  was  so  severely  Injured  by  the 
Biijfian  Cannon,  the  Sweep,  attended  at  the  Lambeth 
Police-office  on  the  27th  ult.,  to  receive  10?.  sent  by  two 
ladies,  and  other  smaller  contributions  by  benevolent 
persons.  Mr.  Norton  inquired  into  his  circumstances, 
as  the  ladies  intended,  if  necessary,  to  assist  him  still 
farther.  Dwyer— who  seemed  exceedingly  ill,  and  com- 
plained of  severe  internal  pain— said  the  ci>mmissioners 
had  kindly  continued  him  in  the  force,  and  allowed  him 
his  full  pay :  he  still  had  a  strong  hope  of  recovering 
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sufficiently  to  be  able  to  resume  liis  duties,  and  therefore 
he  had  not  resolved  on  any  other  mode  of  life.  The 
magistrate  invited  the  poor  man  to  let  him  know  if  any 
change  occurred  in  his  prospects. 


Likutenant-General  Sir  C.  J.  Napier,  G.C.B.,  whose 
services,  spread  over  a  period  of  half  a  century,  have  slied 
such  lustre  on  the  Britisli  army,  died  at  his  seat  at  Oaklands, 
near  Portsmouth,  on  the  2yth  of  August,  in  the  71st  year  of 
his  age. 

Me.  Lvall,  formerly  M.P.  for  the  City  of  London,  and  for 


many  years  a  director  of  the  East  India  Company,  died  on 
the  3d  iust.  Mr.  Lyall  long  occupied  a  distingui.shed  position 
in  the  mercantile  world,  and  was  well  known  as  a  public  man. 

John  Gregory,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  Bah.amas,  died  at 
Nas.sau  ou  the  ibth  of  July. 

Colonel  James  Nisbet  Colquhouk,  of  the  Royal  Artillery, 
and  inspector  of  the  carriage  department  at  the  Royal  Arsenal) 
died  on  the  17tU  inst.,  in  Woolwich  Ban-acks,  of  disease  of 
the  lungs. 

Sir  Henrv  Onslow,  ifART.,  has  died  at  Leamington,  in 
the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

Colonel  Victor  de  Gibeli.v,  the  last  survivor  of  the  Swiss 
oflScers  present  at  the  Tuilciies  ou  the  fatal  10th  of  August, 
1792,  died  at  Soloui-e,  ou  the  3d  inst.,  at  the  age  of  S3. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  principal  news  from  hidia  is  the  announcement 
that  peace  had  been  proclaimed  with  Burmah.  The 
King  of  Ava  appears  to  have  been  starved  into  sub- 
mission ;  famine  prevailed  at  his  capital,  and  was  attri- 
buted to  the  continuance  of  our  blockade  of  the  river, 
which  prevented  the  arrival  of  the  usual  supplies  of  rice 
from  the  lower  provinces.  He  has  accordingly  e.xpressed 
his  desire  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  requested 
that  the  blockade  of  the  river  may  cease.  He  announces 
"  that  orders  had  been  issued  to  the  governors  of  districts 
not  to  allow  the  Burmese  troops  to  attack  the  territories 
in  which  the  British  Government  had  placed  its 
garrisons,"  and  he  has  set  at  liberty  the  British  subjects 
Avho  had  been  carried  prisoners  to  Ava.  There  is  very 
little  news  from  the  Presidencies.  Lord  F.  Fitzolarence 
was  at  Poonah,  very  busy  in  carrying  out  reforms  and 
educational  plans  for  the  army  he  commands. 


The  ^^'est  India  mail  brings  dates  to  the  10th.  inst. 
The  chief  news  is  from  Tortola ;  where,  it  appears,  an 
insurrection  broke  out  on  the  1st  of  August,  the  day 
fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  rural  taxes  of  the  island. 
The  tax  has  been  increased  ;  the  people  resolved  to  resist 
it,  and,  marching  in  a  body,  tendered  the  original  amount 
at  the  Treasury.  It  was  refused.  Thence  disturbances 
arose,  and  some  of  the  ringleaders  were  arrested.  But 
the  people  rescued  them,  and  broke  out  into  open  in- 
surrection. In  a  few  hours  they  had  burnt  down  twenty- 
five  hou.^es,  and  destroyed  and  plundered  seven  in  Road- 
town.  Colonel  Chad.«,  the  president,  sent  to  St.  Thomas 
for  assistance ;  and  Lieutenant  Tickell,  the  Admiralty 
Agent,  headed  a  small  body  of  armed  men,  and  went  to 
Tortola  in  a  mail-boat  bearing  stores  and  water.  Colonel 
Chads  was  found  shut  up  in  the  Government  House.  A 
schooner  carrying  troops  closely  followed ;  and  Lieute- 
nant Tickell,  leaifing  the  Governor  well  protected,  re- 
turned to  St.  Thomas,  bringing  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Chads 
from  her  husband.  The  latest  accounts  state  that  the 
insurgents  had  retired  to  the  interior  ;  and  that  the 
troops,  strengthened  by  additional  reinforcements, 
remained  in  possession  of  the  ruins  of  the  town. 


In  Ca7iada  a  Gold-digging  Company  has  commenced 
operations  on  the  Chaudiere  River  with  promising 
success.  The  Quebec  Chronicle  of  the  19th  of  August 
says  :  "It  is  as  certain  as  that  the  sun  rises  in  the 
morning  and  sets  at  night  that  gold  in  quantities  as 
great  as  either  California  or  Australia  is  obtainable  for 
the  digging,  and  had  any  more  intelligent  people  been 
aware  of  the  existance  of  gold  to  such  an  extent  as  it 
does  exist,  Canada,  as  far  as  the  increase  of  population 
is  concerned,  would  have  been  on  a  par  with  California 
or  Australia.  This  may  unhesitatingly  be  said,  for  in 
the  very  place  where  eight  men  are  now  employed  by 
the  Gold-digging  Company,  gold  to  the  value  of  -15?. 
currency  has  been  paid  over  as  having  been  taken  in 
one  day,  and  lumps  of  different  sizes,  and  of  considerable 
Talue — one  ingot  of  the  value  of  50^. — have  repeatedly 
been  obtained  from  the  gold-bearing  quartz  at  various 
times  "  After  a  number  of  details,  the  writer  concludes  ; 
"  It  is  these  facts,  together  with  the  California  and 
Australia-like  appearance  of  Dorchester  county,  which 
lead  us,  as  far  as  we  are  personally  concerned,  to  the 
honest,  and  certainly  most  disinterested  conclusion,  that 


PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONISATION. 

The  number  oi  Emiyrants  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
during  the  first  half  of  the"  present  year  was  292,3-17. 
Of  these  199,000  went  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
52,000  to  the  Australian  gold  regions,  and  the  remainder 
to  Canada  and  other  places. 

The  Exportation  to  the  Australian  colonies  is  daily 
growing  to  a  vast  amount.  The  Sovereign  of  the  Seas, 
clipper-ship,  which  left  the  Mersey  on  the  7th  inst., 
carries  out  the  largest  and  most  valuable  cargo  of 
merchandise  ever  shipped  in  one  bottom  from  any  port 
in  the  world.  The  measui-ement  tonnage  of  her  cargo 
is  about  3000  tons,  giving  her  a  freight  list  of  marly 
20,000^.,  while  the  estimated  value  of  her  cargo  falls 
little  short  of  300,000^. 

Several  individuals  of  rank  and  distinction  are  at 
present  visiting  the  Australian  settlements.  Among 
them  are  Lord  Henry  Scott,  son  of  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch,  and  Lord  Sehomberg  Kerr,  son  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  with  their  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Hugh 
Stobart,  and  travelling  companion,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Bowles.  Among  other  places  they  have  inspected  the 
Summerhill  Copper  Mine,  and  then  started  for  the 
Turon,  whence  they  purpose  proceeding  to  Newcastle, 
and  afterwards  to  Morton  Bay,  with  the  intention  of 
spending  the  winter  at  the  latter  place.  A  visit 
from  gentlemen  of  their  rank  and  station  (says  the 
Australian  Gazette)  is  an  improved  sign  of  the  times,  and 
if  undertaken  with  the  practical  purpose  of  making  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  wants,  necessities,  and 
natural  advantages  of  the  country,  may  ultimately  be 
productive  of  good.  A  little  more  time  devoted  to 
travelling  iu  the  colonies  and  dependencies  of  the 
British  crown  by  those  who  are  one  day  to  become 
legislators  of  the  empire,  Avould  tend  to  mitigate  the 
evils  arising  out  of  an  ignorance  of  their  actual  position, 
and  would  often  prevent  the  blunders  in  government 
which  have  first  planted  the  seeds  of  disaffection,  and 
afterwards  ripened  them  into  rebellion. 

The  intercourse  between  this  country  and  Australia 
is  rapidly  increasing.  In  the  week  ending  the  10th 
inst.,  the  departures  from  the  port  of  London  amounted 
to  fifteen  vessels,  9930  tons  burden.  From  Liverpool 
and  other  places  many  ships  have  sailed.  Shipments  of 
manufactures  and  ordinary  merchandise  have  been  very 
extensive,  and  the  rate  of  freight  is  supported. — The 
Marco  Polo,  the  famous  clipper,  arrived  in  the  Mersey 
on  Tuesday,  from  Melbourne.  This  ship  has  now  made 
two  voyages  to  Australia  and  back  in  ten  days  less  than 
a  twelvemonth.  This  is  held  to  be  "  the  most  remark- 
able achievement  ever  recorded  iu  the  annals  of  navi- 
gation."— Among  the  models  and  jiatterns  destroyed  in 
the  fire  at  Messrs.  Russell  and  Co.'s,  were  those  of  the 
intended  steam-ship  for  the  Eastern  Steam  Navigation 
Company.  She  is  to  be  the  largest  ship  ever  heard  of 
iu  the  world ;  and  is  to  carry  sufficient  fuel  for  the 
entire  voyage  to  and  from  India  or  Australia.  Her 
length  is  to  be  6S0  feet;  breadth,  83  feet;  depth  58 
feet ;  with  screw  and  paddle  engines  of  aggregate 
nominal  horse-power  of  2600.  In  addition  to  taking 
from  4000  to  6C00  tons  of  coals,  she  will  be  able  to  carry 
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5000  tons  measurement  of  merchandise,  and  will  have 
500  cabins  for  passengers  of  the  highest  class,  -with 
ample  space  for  poops  and  lower-class  passengers.  It  is 
computed  that  her  structure  will  enable  her  to  pass 
through  the  water  at  the  velccity  of  fifteen  knots  an 
hour  ;  and  by  the  great  speed,  combined  with  the  absence 
of  stoppages  for  coaling,  the  -voyage  between  England 
and  India,  via  the  Cape,  may  be  accomplished  in  thirty 
or  thirty-three  days,  and  between  England  and 
Australia  in  thirty-three  or  thirty-six  days.  It  is  said 
that  the  ship  will  be  of  sufficient  strength  to  meet  any 
strain  to  which  it  can  be  subjected  ;  and  will  consist  of 
so  many  distinct   compartments   that   no   local  injury, 


however    serious,    will    afl'ect    its    buoyancy   to    any- 
dangerous  extent. 

The  Wyvern  schooner  yacht,  the  property  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  which  sailed  from  Portsmouth 
for  Melbourne  a  few  days  ago.  has  taken  out  a  general 
cargo,  consisting  of  sheet  lead,  shot,  nails,  clothing, 
boots  and  shots,  brandy,  wines,  ale.  cider,  &c.  The 
value  of  the  whole  is  about  5000^.  The  duke's  second 
son.  Lord  Alfred  Churchill,  goes  out  in  her,  acting  as 
supercargo — an  unusual  office  for  the  son  of  a  duke  to 
fill.  It  is  understood  to  be  his  intention  to  sell  the 
yacht  on  arrival  at  Australia,  should  a  favourable 
opportunity  offer. 


NAREATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


Considerable  excitement  has  been  caused  in  France 
by  the  appreliension  of  a  dearth  of  corn.  The  govern- 
ment has  abandoned  the  scheme,  at  first  adopted,  of 
undertaking-  to  supply  the  country  with  corn  instead  of 
leaving  that  operation  to  the  exertions  of  private  enter- 
prise. The  Moniteur,  in  making  this  announcement, 
does  not  deny  what  the  government  has  actually  done, 
but  declares  that  for  the  future  "it  is  not  preparing  to 
make  purchases  of  corn."  It  is  stated  that  an  under- 
standing has  been  come  to  between  the  government  and 
the  trade,  that  the  corn  actually  purchased  by  the 
government  shall  be  employed  as  far  as  possible  in 
providing  for  the  army,  and  that  the  remainder  shall  be 
sent  to  market,  and  sold  according  to  the  prices  of  the 
day.  The  agitation  in  the  provincial  districts  is  very 
great.  In  one  of  the  country  towns  in  the  department 
of  the  Ardennes  a  riot  has  taken  place  between  the 
peasantry  and  the  working  people  of  the  place,  the 
latter  liaving  attempted  to  pillage  a  wagon  loaded  with 
corn  which  was  entering  the  place.  In  a  ereat  number 
of  towns  the  21b.  loaf,  which  is  fixed  in  Pai-is  at  40c., 
has  risen  to  45c.,  46c.,  and  even  47c.  At  St,  Pol,  in  the  Pas 
de  Calais,  the  bakers  having  declared  that  they  could 
not  sell  their  bread  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  prefect, 
one-half  of  the  bakers'  shops  in  the  place  were  closed  by 
order  of  the  police.  At  Montreuil,  in  the  same  depart- 
ment, several  of  the  bakers  have  also  refused  to  sell  at 
the  prices  fixed  by  the  prefect. 

There  has  been  a  great  military  camp  on  the  plain 
of  Satory,  near  Paris,  similar  to  ours  at  Chobham.  The 
Emperor  went  to  the  camp  of  Satory  on  the  '20th,  and 
put  the  troops  through  a  variety  of  mana^u-vi-cs.  The 
Empress,  attended  by  the  ladies  of  the  Court,  was 
present.  The  Emperor  delivered  the  following  address 
to  the  troops  : — ■'  Officers,  non-eommissioned  officers, 
and  soldiers  ! — At  the  moment  when  the  camp  of  Satory 
is  about  to  be  raised,  I  desire  to  testify  to  you  my 
entire  satisfaction.  The  three  divisions  which  have  in 
succession  occupied  it  have  manifested  that  discipline 
and  confraternity,  and  that  love  for  the  profession  of 
arms  which  keep  up  the  military  spirit  so  necessary 
for  a  great  nation.  In  fact,  who  is  it  that  in  difficult 
times  has  supported  empii-es,  if  not  these  assemblages 
of  armed  men  taken  irom  the  people,  broken  into 
discipline,  animated  with  the  sentiment  of  duty,  and 
who  preserve,  in  the  midst  of  peace,  when  generally 
egotism  and  interest  in  the  end  enervate  everything, 
that  devotedness  to  the  country  founded  on  self-denial, 
and  that  love  of  glory  which  is  founded  on  a  contempt 
for  riches  ?  That  it  is  which  has  always  made  armies 
the  sanctuary  of  honour  ;  and,  consequently,  as  long  as 
peace  continues,  there  exists  a  community  of  sentiments, 
I  may  even  say  a  sort  of  csjnit  de  corps,  between  us  and 
foreign  armies.  We  love  and  esteem  those  persons  who 
in  their  own  country  feel  and  act  as  we  do,  and  as  long 
as  political  events  do  not  turn  them  into  enemies  we 
are  happy  to  greet  them  as  comrades  and  as  brothers. 
Receive,  my  friends,  with  my  encomiums  for  your  good 
conduct,  my  thanks  for  the  marks  of  attachment  which 
you  have  given  to  me  and  to  the  Empress.  Reckon  on 
my  affection,  and  be  certain  of  this,  that  next  to  the 
honour  of  having  been  three  times  elected  by  a  whole 
nation,  nothing  can  aiford  me  greater  pride  than  to 
command  such  men  as  you." 


The  Note  containing  the  basis  of  a  settlement  of  the 
dispute  between  Tiussia  and  Turkey,  transmitted  by  the 
Congress  of  Vienna  first  to  the  Czar,  by  whom  it  was 
accepted,  and  afterwards  to  the  Sultan,  by  whom  it  was 
accepted  with  modifications,  is  in  the  following  terms. 
The  passages  marked  in  italic  type  are  those  to  which 
the  Turkish  objections  were  made,  and  the  figures  point 
to  the  specific  emendations. 

"H.  M.  the  Sultan,  having  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  to  re-establish  between  his  ISLijesty  and  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  the  relations  of  good  neighbourship 
and  perfect  harmony  (entente)  which  have  been  un- 
happily disturbed  by  recent  and  painful  complications, 
has  carefully  undertaken  the  task  to  find  the  means  to 
efface  the  traces  of  those  different  points. 

"  A  supreme  trade,  of  date ,  having  made  known 

to  him  the  Imperial  decision,  the  Sublime  Porte,  &c., 
congratulates  itself  at  being  able  to  communicate  it  to 
H.  E.  Count  de  Nesselrode.  If  at  all  times  the  Empe- 
rors of  Russia  have  shown  their  active  solicitude  (1)  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the 
Orthodox  Greek  Church  in  the  Ottoman  empire,  the 
Sultans  never  refused  to  confirm  them  anew  by  solemn 
acts,  which  attested  their  ancient  and  constant  benevo- 
lence towards  their  Christian  subjects. 

"  H.  M.  the  Sultan  Abdul  Medjid,  now  reigning, 
animated  by  the  same  dispositions,  aud  being  desirous 
to  give  to  H.  M.  the  Emperor  of  Russia  a  personal  proof 
of  his  most  sincere  frieud.ship,  only  listened  to  his  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  eminent  qualities  of  his 
august  friend  and  ally,  and  has  deigned  to  take  into 
serious  consideration  the  rejiresentalions  (2)  of  which 
H.  E.  Prince  Menschikoif  rendered  himself  the 
interpreter  to  the  Sublime  Porte. 

"The  undersigned  has  consequently  received  the 
order  to  declare  by  the  present  that  the  Government  of 
H.  M.  the  Sultan  will  remain  faithful  to  the  letter  and 
the  spirit  of  the  stipulaJ  ions  of  the  treaties  of  KuscuijkL 
Kainardji  (3)  and  of  Adrianojile,  relative  io  tlie  protec- 
tion of  the  Christian  worship  (4) ;  and  that  H.  M. 
regards  it  as  a  point  of  honour  with  him  to  cause  to  be 
preserved  for  ever  from  all  attacks,  either  at  present  or 
in  future,  the  enjoyment  of  the  spiritual  privileges  which 
have  been  accorded  by  the  august  ancestors  of  H.  M.  to 
the  Orthodox  Church  in  the  East,  and  which  are  main- 
tained and  confirmed  by  him ;  and  moreover,  to  allovv 
the  Greek  worship  to  participate  in  a  spirit  of  high 
justice  in  the  advantages  conceded  (5)  to  other  Christians 
by  convention  or  special  agreement. 

"Moreover,  as  the  Imperialfirman  which  has  recently 
been  given  to  the  Greek  Patriarchate  and  clergy,  and 
which  contains  the  confirmation  of  their  sjiiritual  privi- 
leges, must  be  regarded  as  a  new  proof  of  those  noble 
sentiments  ;  and  as,  moreover,  the  proclamation  of  that 
firman,  which  gives  every  security,  must  dispel  for  ever 
every  anxiety  as  regards  the  worship  which  is  the 
religion  of  his  Majesty  the  Empei-or  of  Russia,  I  am 
happy  to  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  the 
present  notification.  As  regards  the  guarantee,  that  in 
future  nothing  shall  be  changed  at  the  place  of  visitation 
at  Jerusalem,  it  results  from  the  firman  provided  with 
the  Hatti  Houmavon  of  the  15th  of  the  Moon  of  Rebbi 
Ulakir,  1'268  (February  1852),  explained  and  corrobo- 
rated   by   the   firmans   of  ;  and  it  is  the   formal 
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intention  of  his  ISlajesty  the  Sultan  to  cause  his  soTe- 
reign  decisions  to  be  executed  without  any  alteration. 

"  The  Sublime  Porte,  moreover,  officially  promises 
that  no  modification  shall  be  made  in  the  state  of  things 
which  has  just  been  regulated,  without  a  previous 
agreement  with  the  governments  of  Russia  and  France, 
and  without  prejudice  whatever  to  the  difi'erent  Chris- 
tian communities. 

"  In  case  the  Imperial  Court  of  Russia  should  demand 
it,  a  suitable  locality  shall  be  assigned  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  or  in  the  vicinity,  for  the  construction  of 
a  church  consecrated  for  the  performance  of  divine 
service  by  Russian  ecclesiastics,  and  of  an  hospital  for 
indigent  or  sick  pilgrims  of  the  same  nation. 

"  The  Sublime  Porte  en^ges  itself  even  now  to 
subscribe  in  this  respect  a  solemn  act,  which  would 
place  those  pious  foimdations  under  the  special  sur- 
veillance of  the  Consulate-General  of  Russia  in  Syria 
and  Palestine." 

The  following  are  the  proposed  alterations. 

"  (1)  For  the  worship  of  the  Orthodox  Greek  Church, 
the  Sultans  have  never  ceased  to  watch  over  the 
maintenance  of  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  that 
worship  and  of  that  Cliurch  in  the  Ottoman  empire, 
and  to  confirm  them  anew  by  solemn  acts  which 
attest,  &c. 

"  (2)  The  communications. 

"  (3)  Of  Kouschouk-Kainarji,  confirmed  by  that  of 
Adrianople,  relative  to  the  protection  by  the  Porte  of 
the  Christian  worship. 

"  (4)  And  to  make  known  that  H.  M.  the  Sultan,  &c. 

"  (5)  The  advantages  accorded,  and  which  may  be 
accorded,  to  other  Christian  commuuities,  Ottoman 
subjects." 

The  Note,  with  these  alterations,  was  sent  back  to 
Vienna,  accompanied  by  an  official  note  addressed  by 
the  Turkish  minister,  Reschid  Pacha,  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  F'our  Powers,  dated  the  IDth  of  August, 
and  containing  a  full  statement  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  alterations  are  proposed. 

The  Russian  government  has  refused  to  agree  to  the 
proposed  alteration."  on  the  grounds  contained  in  the 
following  di>patch  from  Count  Nesselrode  to  Baron 
MayendorfF,  dated  the  ISth  instant : 

"We  have  just  received,  together  with  your  Excel- 
lency's reports  of  the  16th  (28th)  of  August,  the 
alterations  which  the  Ottoman  Porte  h;is  made  in  the 
draught  of  a  note  drawn  up  at  Vienna. 

"  Count  Buol  will  only  require  to  recal  to  mind  the 
expressions  of  our  communication  of  the  2.5tli  of  July,  to 
form  a  clear  idea  of  the  impression  these  alterations 
have  made  on  his  Majesty  the  Emperor. 

"  When  I,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  accepted  that 
draught  of  a  note  which  Austria,  after  having  previously 
procured  it  to  he  approved  and  accepted  by  the  Courts 
of  France  and  England,  described  to  us  as  an  ultimatum 
that  she  intended  to  lay  before  the  Porte,  and  on  the 
acceptance  of  which  the  continuance  of  her  friendly 
offices  was  to  depend,  I  added,  in  a  despatch  which  you. 
Baron,  were  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  Austrian 
Cabinet,  the  following  remarks  and  reservations.  '  I 
consider  it  to  be  superfluous  to  remark  to  your  Excel- 
lency, that,  whilst  we,  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation,  accept 
the  proposal  of  accommodation  agreed  to  at  Vienna,  and 
of  sending  a  Turkish  Ambassador,  we  assume  that  we 
shall  not  have  still  further  changes  and  fresh  propositions 
to  examine  and  to  discuss,  which  may  happen  to  be 
contrived  at  Constantinople  under  the  warlike  inspira- 
tion Avhich  seems  at  present  to  influence  the  Sultan  and 
the  majority  of  his  Ministers ;  and  that,  should  the 
Ottoman  Government  also  reject  this  last  arrangement, 
we  should  no  longer  hold  ourselves  by  the  consent 
which  we  now  give  to  it.' 

"  Expressions  so  precise  as  tViese  could  leave  the 
Austrian  Government  no  doubt  as  to  our  present 
decisions. 

"  I  will  not  at  the  present  moment  enter  into  the 
alterations  of  the  wording  which  have  been  made  at 
Constantinople.  I  have  made  them  the  subject  of  special 
remark  in  another  despatch.  I  will,  for  the  moment, 
confine  myself  to  asking  whetVier  the  Emperor,  after 
having  for  himself  renounced  the  power  to  change  even 
a  word  in  that  draught  of  a  note,  which  was  drawn  up 


without  his  participation,  can  allow  the  Ottoman  Porte 
alone  to  reserve  to  itself  that  power,  and  whether  he 
can  suflfer  Russia  to  be  thus  placed  in  an  inferior 
position  vis-ii-vis  Turkey.  We  hold  this  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  dignity  of  the  Emperor.  Let  us  recal 
the  whole  series  of  events,  as  they  took  place.  In  the 
place  of  the  Menschikolf  note,  the  acceptance  of  which 
without  alteration  we  had  stipulated  as  the  condition  of 
our  resuming  our  relations  with  the  Porte,  a  different 
note  was  proposed  to  us.  On  this  ground  alone  we 
might  have  refused  to  take  it  into  consideration.  And 
even  after  entering  upou  it  we  might  have  found 
occasion  to  raise  more  than  one  objection,  to  propose 
more  than  one  alteration  in  the  expressions.  You  know, 
Baron,  that  from  the  moment  we  consented  to  give  up 
our  ultimatum,  no  note  of  any  form  whatever  was  what 
we  desired — that  we  should  have  preferred  another 
plan,  another  form  of  agreement.  We  did  not  insist  on 
this  plan;  we  have  laid  it  entirely  on  one  side.  Why? 
Because,  as  soon  as  we  should  have  made  counter- 
propositions,  we  should  have  exposed  ourselves  to  the 
reproach  of  protracting  matters,  of  intentionally  pro- 
longing the  crisis  which  is  disquieting  Europe.  Instead 
of  this,  as  we  wished  to  put  an  end  to  the  crisis  as  soon 
as  possible,  we  sacrificed  our  objections  both  as  regards 
the  contents  and  the  form.  On  the  receipt  of  the  first 
draught  of  a  note,  without  waiting  to  learn  if  it  had 
been  approved  in  London  or  in  Paris,  we  notified  our 
accession  to  it  by  telegraph.  Subsequently  tlie  draught 
was  forwarded  to  us  in  its  final  form  ;  and  although 
it  had  been  altered  in  a  direction  which  we  could  not 
misunderstand,  we  did  not  retract  our  consent,  nor 
raise  the  smallest  difficulty.  Could  greater  readiness 
or  a  more  conciliatory  spirit  be  shown  ?  When  we 
thus  acted,  we  did  so,  as  a  matter  of  course,  on  the 
condition  that  a  draught  which  the  Emperor 
accepted  without  discussion  should  be  accepted  by 
the  Porte  in  a  similar  manner.  We  did  so 
under  the  conviction  that  Austria  looked  on  it  as  an 
ultimatum,  in  which  nothing  was  to  be  changed — as 
the  last  eflfort  of  her  friendly  mediation,  which,  should 
it  fail  in  consequence  of  the  pertinacity  of  the  Porte, 
would  thereby  of  itself  come  to  au  end.  We  regret  that 
it  was  not  so.  But  the  Vienna  Cabinet  will  admit, 
that  if  we  had  not  to  do  with  an  ultimatum,  but  with  a 
new  draught  of  a  note,  in  which  either  of  the  parties 
concerned  was  at  liberty  to  make  changes,  we  should 
thereby  recover  the  right,  of  which  we  had  of  our  own 
accord  deprived  ourselves,  of  proposing  variations  on 
our  part,  of  taking  the  proposal  of  arrangement  into 
consideration,  and  not  only  changing  the  expressions 
but  also  the  form. 

"  Could  such  a  result  be  intended  by  Austria  ?  Could 
it  be  agreeable  to  the  Powers,  who,  by  altering  and 
accepting  her  draught,  have  made  it  their  common 
work  ?  It  is  their  affair  to  consider  the  delays  which 
will  result  from  this,  or  to  inquire  if  it  is  for  the  interest 
of  Europe  to  cut  them  short.  We  see  only  one  single 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  them.  It  is  for  Austria  and 
the  Powers  to  declare  to  the  Porte,  frankly  and  firmly, 
that  they,  after  having  in  vain  opened  up  to  it  the  only 
road  that  could  lead  to  an  immediate  restoration  of  its 
relations  with  us,  henceforth  leave  the  task  to  itself 
alone.  We  believe,  that  as  soon  as  the  Powers  unani- 
mously hold  this  language  to  the  Porte,  the  Turks  will 
yield  to  the  advice  of  Europe,  and,  instead  of  reckoning 
on  her  assistance  in  a  struggle  with  Russia,  will  accept 
the  note  in  its  present  form,  and  cease  to  coiuprc iniise 
their  position  so  seriously  fur  the  childish  satisfaction 
of  having  altered  a  few  expressions  in  a  document  which 
we  had  accepted  without  discussion.  For  of  these  two 
positions  only  one  is  possible, — either  the  alterations 
which  the  Porte  requires  are  important,  in  which  case 
it  is  very  simple  that  we  refuse  to  accede  to  them ;  or 
they  are  unimportant,  and  then  the  question  arises,  why 
should  the  Porte  unnecessarily  make  its  acceptance 
dependent  on  them  ? 

"  To  sum  up  succinctly  what  we  have  said,  the 
ultimatum  drawn  up  at  Vienna  is  not  ours.  It  is  the 
work  of  Austria  and  the  Powers,  who,  after  having  first 
of  all  agreed  to  it,  then  discussed  it,  and  altered  its 
original  text,  have  recognised  it  as  such  as  the  Porte 
could  accept  without  its  interests  or  its  honour  being 
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compromised.  We,  on  our  part,  have  done  everything 
that  depended  upon  us  to  shorten  unnecessary  delays, 
inasmuch  as  when  the  arrangement  was  laid  befoue  us 
we  renounced  all  counter-propositions.  No  one  will 
refuse  to  bear  this  testimony  to  the  loyaute  of  the 
Emperor.  After  our  having  long  exhausted  the  measure 
of  concessions  without  the  Porte's  having  as  yet  made 
a  single  one,  liis  Majesty  can  go  no  further  without 
compromising  his  own  standing,  and  without  exposing 
himself  to  a  resumption  of  his  relations  with  Turkey 
under  unfavourable  auspices,  which  would  deprive  them 
for  the  future  of  all  stability,  and  must  inevitably 
pi'oduce  a  fresh  and  signal  breach.  Even  now,  further 
concessions  with  regard  to  the  expressions  of  the  note 
would  be  of  no  use,  for  we  see  by  your  despatch  that 
the  Ottoman  Government  is  only  waiting  for  our 
consent  to  the  alterations  made  in  the  Vienna  note, 
to  make  its  signature,  as  well  as  its  sending  off  an 
Ambassador  to  convey  the  latter  hither,  dependent  on 
fresh  conditions,  and  that  it  has  already  made  inad- 
missible proposals  with  respect  to  the  evacuation  of  the 
Principalities.  As  regards  the  latter  point,  we  can 
only  refer  to  the  assurances  and  declarations  contained 
in  our  despatch  of  the  10th  of  August ;  and  repeat, 
that  the  arrival  of  the  Turkish  Ambassador,  bearing 
the  Austrian  note  without  alterations,  will  suffice  at 
St.  Petersburg  for  the  orders  to  be  issued  to  our  troops 
to  retire  over  the  frontier." 

In  another  despatch,  Count  Nesselrode  examines  the 
modifications  introduced  by  the  Ottoman  Porte.     First, 
he  observes,  the  Sultan  alters  the  phrase  "  active  solici- 
tude for  the  Orthodox  Greek  Church  in  the  Ottoman 
empire,"  by  leaving  out  the   words   "  in  the  Ottoman 
empire;"    words  afterwards  used  in  speaking    ef   the 
Sultan's  own  part  in  maintaining  the  privileges  of  the 
Greek  Church.     But  Kussia  wishes  a  recognition  of  her 
solicitude  for  her  "  co-religionists  in  Turkey  ;  "  nobody 
denies  her  solicitude  for  her  own  faith.      Also,    it  is 
represented,  the  facts  are  diametrically  contrary  to  what 
is  affirmed  of  the   Sultan's  care  over  the  privileges   of 
the  Greek  Church  :  otherwise,  what  becomes  of  Ru-sia's 
complaints  against  him  ?     Secondly,  the  Sultan's  modi- 
fications interpret  the  treaty  of  Kinardji  relative  to  the 
protection  of  the  Christian  worship  as  simply  binding 
him  to  maintain  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  the 
Greek  Church  :  this  reading,   Russia,  in  the  spirit  of 
conciliation,  allowed  before  ;  but  these  "  motives  of  con- 
descension "  are  no  longer  applicable.      Thirdly,  the 
Porte,  by  its  modifications,   promises  only  to  accord  to 
the  Greek  Church  the  privileges  given  to  other  religious 
communities,   "  subjects  of  the  Porte."     But  when,  as 
iu  the  case  of  the  Latin  religious  communities,  these 
"other  communities"    are  not  subjects  of  the  Porte, 
Turkey  could  refuse  to  give  to  the  Greek  Church  the 
privileges  accorded,  for  instance,  to  the  Latin  Patriarch 
of  Jerusalem, — a  probable  case,  showing  the  "ill-dis- 
posed intentions  of  the   Ministers  of  the  Porte."     On 
the  receipt  of  the  Russian  notes  at  Vienna,  the  Govern- 
ment   withdrew    from   further  joint   action    with   the 
Western  Powers,  and  despatched  special  instructions  to 
Baron  de  Bruck  to  press  on  the  Sultan  the   acceptance 
of  the  Vienna  note  without  modifications.     The  other 
Powers,  it  was  understood  in  Vienna,   were  to  make 
separate  representations,  more  or  less  to  the  same  efi'tct. 
The  latest  news  from  Vienna  announces,   that,   "  upon 
the  demand  of  Lord  Stratford  de  RedcliflTe,  new  con- 
ferences had  taken  place,  at  which  it  was  decided  that 
the  representatives    of  the  Powers  at   Constantinople 
should  declare  that  the  Vienna  note  does   not  contain 
the   dangers   which   the   Porte   sees   in  it.     No   other 
collective  step  will  be  taken." 

The  warlike  preparations  are  continued.  Troops  are 
rapidly  forwarded  to  Varna ;  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  soldiers — most  of  them  savage  levies  from  Asia — is 
fanatical  in  the  extreme.  The  popular  feeling  at  Con- 
stantinople is  still  for  war.  Inflammatory  placards  are 
posted  through  the  city,  denouncing  the  peace  policy  of 
the  ministers,  and  urging  the  Sultan  to  a  "  holy  war." 
A  report  prevailed  that  the  Ulemas  had  called  on  the 
Sultan  and  offered  him  the  alternative  of  "  war  "  or 
"abdication;"  giving  him  two  days  for  his  decision — 
namely,  until  the  feast  of  Kurban-Bairam,  on  the  14th. 
The  Russians  continuously  strengthen  themselves  in  the 


Principalities.  The  news  of  the  march  upon  Bucharest 
of  the  third  corps  of  the  Russi.an  army  iinder  General 
Oslen-Sacken  is  confirmed.  Some  Boyards  have  been 
arrested  for  holding  correspondence  with  Omer  Pacha. 
According  to  the  latest  intelligence  from  Constantinople, 
six  ships,  detached  from  the  combined  English  and 
French  fleets  in  Besika  Bay,  had  passed  the  Darda- 
nelles and  anchored  in  the  sea  of  Marmora.  The 
purpose  of  this  movement  does  not  yet  appear. 


The  Spanish  government  has  granted  permission  to 
construct  a  Protestant  burial-ground  at  Madrid.  The 
correspondence  respecting  this  concession  has  excited 
much  attention.  General  Lersundi,  in  a  letter  dated 
the  '2-ilh  May,  1853,  signifies  to  Lord  Howden,  that  the 
Queen  of  Spain  has  been  pleased  to  grant  permission  for 
the  construction  of  a  burial-ground  near  Madrid,  under 
these  conditions  ;  the  same  he  st.ates,  as  those  communi- 
cated to  the  British  Legation  in  July,  18-51 : — 

"  1.  The  cemetery  will  be  erected  on  the  hill  of  San 
Damaso,  outside  the  gate  of  Toledo ;  and  it  will  be 
constructed  with  subjection  to  the  hygienic  or  sanitary 
rules  required  by  establishments  of  this  kind. 

"  2.  No  church,  chapel,  or  any  other  sign  of  a  temple, 
or  of  public  or  private  worship,  will  be  allowed  to  be 
built  in  the  aforesaid  cemetery. 

"  3.  All  acts  which  can  give  any  indication  of  the 
performance  of  any  divine  service  whatsoever  are 
prohibited. 

"  4.  In  the  conveyance  of  the  dead  bodies  to  the 
burial-ground,  any  sort  of  pomp  or  publicity  shall  be 
avoided." 

To  this  Lord  Howden,  on  the  30th  May,  returned  a 
spirited  reply. 

"  With  regard  to  the  first  three  conditions  specified 
in  the  document,  I  shall  say  nothing ;  having  already 
said,  uselessly,  a  great  deal,  and  often,  on  the  subject. 
My  opinion  on  them  is  that  of  Europe,  including  the 
great  Catholic  nations  of  France,  Austria,  Portugal, 
Belgium,  Sardinia,  and  Brazil;  and  if  that  opinion  be 
indift'erent  to  the  nation  of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  Eng- 
land will  at  least  find  herself  in  good  company  in  the 
appreciation  of  the  above  conditions." 

But  on  tlie  fourth  condition  he  had  something  to  say. 
It  is  vague  ;  what  one  nation  calls  pomp,  another  calls 
decency  ;  neither  is  it  possible  to  discover  what  is  meant 
by  "  publicity."  Does  the  Spanish  Government  mean 
that  the  body  is  to  be  smuggled  from  thegate  of  Atocha 
to  the  gate  of  Toledo  ?  He  continues — "  I  renounce 
all  responsibility  as  to  its  being  carried  out  according  to 
the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Spanish  Government,  or  the 
appreciation  of  the  word  '  pomp '  by  some  ignorant  and 
fanatical  mob.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  state  of 
Spain  would  permit  such  a  homage  to  civil  dignity,  but 
in  all  other  countries  of  the  world  it  is  precisely  to  the 
authorities  themselves  that  the  representative  of  a 
foreign  country  would  apply  for  protection  in  conveying 
a  human  body  to  its  last  resting-place.  Perhaps  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  try  this  question.  I  hasten  to  finish 
this  communication,  as  it  is  impossible  to  make  it 
without  a  feeling  of  irritation.  If,  in  the  streets  of 
London,  whither  I  am  going,  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
meet  a  Spaniard  carried  (with  '  publicity ')  to  the  grave, 
while  reverently  uncovering  myself  as  the  corpse 
passes,  my  sorrow  will  be  tempered  by  the  feeling  that 
he  is  buried  like  a  Christian,  and  my  pride  will  be 
gratified  by  thinking  that  this  homage  has  been  paid 
to  one  of  God's  creatures  by  Christians  who  are  my 
countrymen." 

In  his  letter  enclosing  this  correspondence  to  Lord 
Clarendon,  Lord  Howden  states,  that  "  although  the 
permission  appears  the  direct  consequence  of  a  right 
secured  by  treaty,  it  has  for  half  a  century  been  opposed, 
evaded,  or  delayed;  and  I  have  had  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  it." 

The  Times  has  been  officially  prohibited  throughout 
the  Spanish  Dominions,  for  discussing  "  institutions  " 
and  other  inconvenient  subjects — among  otliers,  no 
doubt,  questionable,  but  officially-patronised,  and  share- 
jobbing  railway  projects.  The  highest  compliment  that 
Spain  could  pay  to  an  English  journal. 

The  Austrian  government  continues  to  pursue  rigorous 
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measures  against  political  oifenders.  The  Vienna 
Gazette  intimates  the  condemnation  of  four  men  and 
one  woman  for  participation  in  alleged  Kossuth-Mazzini 
complots.  Marcus  Clerus  Gasparich  is  sentenced  to 
death  (he  \yas  handed  at  Presburg  on  the  2nd  instant)  ; 
Andreas  Roth,  to  fifteen  years'  fortress  labour  in  heavy 
irons;  Michael  Ajer,  to  twelve  years'  fortress  labour  in 
heavy-  irons  ;  Alcis  von  Panher,  to  eight  years'  fortress 
imprisonment  in  irons.  The  woman,  Rosalia  Magoosley, 
is  sister  to  Alois  von  Panher.  Her  crime  is  that  of  being, 
or  bein?  called,  a  red  republican,  and  of  having  neglected 
to  tell  the  police  of  political  movements  that  had  come 
to  her  knowledge.  Her  sentence  is  eight  years'  im- 
prisonment in  a  fortress,  but  "  on  account  of  her  chronic 
sickness,"  this  is  graciously  commuted  to  five  years' 
imprisonment. 

In  the  Roman  States  serious  disturbances  have  arisen 
from  the  scarcity  of  crops  and  consequent  high  price  of 
bread.  At  Tolentino,  in  La  Marca,  the  Austrian  com- 
mandant adopted  a  somewhat  unusual  mode  of  satis- 
fying the  hunger  of  the  people,  by  giving  them  blows 
instead  of  bread.  After  a  great  deal  of  clamour  in  the 
market-place,  the  hungry  crowds  were  delighted  to 
behold  the  Austrians  advance  on  the  Piazza,  escorting 
several  carts,  which  they  never  doubted  were  full  of 
loaves.  To  their  dismay,  however,  they  perceived  that 
the  vehicles  were  merely  freighted  with  the  benches 
and  other  apparatus  generally  used  by  the  Austrians 
in  their  periodical  administrations  of  the  bastinado  ; 
and  the  nearest  and  noisiest  of  the  multitude  were 
seized  by  the  imperial  soldiers,  and  subjected  to  a  few 
dozen  blows,  which  had  the  instant  effect  of  dissipating 
the  demonstrations  of  discontent.  In  other  districts 
public  discontent  has  been  more  ferociously  displayed. 
At  Terni  the  gonfaloniere,  or  principal  municipal 
dignitary  has  been  stabbed  to  death.  At  Ravenna  the 
delegate,  Monsignor  Rossi,  has  been  threatened  and 
fired  at,  and  so  much  alarmed  that  he  has  written  to 
the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State,  requesting  immediate 
leave  of  absence.  At  Rome  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Trastevere  quarter  have  been  expressing  their  indig- 
nation in  their  usual  manner;  a  retail  breadseller  having 
fallen  victim  to  their  knives  in  a  dispute  about  the 
relative  size  and  price  of  his  loaves. 

Numerous  arrests  have  been  made  at  Rome.  Rumours 
were  circulated  that  there  would  be  a  demonstration  on 
the  loth  August:  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day  the 
police  made  many  visits  in  suspected  dwellings.  Some 
traitor  had  revealed  the  pass-word ;  and  the  officers 
arrested  Petroni,  an  advocate,  together  with  a  mass  of 
correspondence  ;  many  tradesmen,  and  one  or  two 
officers.  In  the  Poll  Palace,  partly  occupied  by  a 
Signor  Lepri,  the  secret  printing-press  was  seized.  Lepri 
escaped.  Many  revelations  are  expected  from  this 
series  of  arrests. 


The  Protestants  of  Geneva,  alarmed  by  the  open 
hostilities  and  insidious  advances  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood  in  this  ancient  citadel  of  the  Reformation, 
have  formed  a  society  for  the  furtherance  of  the  inte- 
rests of  the  Protestant  Church.  In  a  long  address,  they 
point  to  the  advances  of  Popery  in  England,  Holland, 
j  and  France,  and  the  destruction  of  religious  liberty  in 
j  Tuscany,  as  evidences  of  the  necessity  of  a  counteracting 
movement. 


A  Scotch  lady,  Miss  Cunninghame,  has  been  com- 
mitted to  prison  in  Tuscany  for  having  distributed 
Protestant  tracts.  She  first  did  so  at  Lutjliano,  a  village 
near  Lucca.  The  peasantry  were  offended,  and  pelted 
her  with  stones.  Although  thus  warned,  and  more 
mildly  by  her  friends,  she  repeated  the  distribution  next 
day,  at  the  village  of  Benabbio.  She  was  arrested  by 
the  police,  and  is  now  in  prison  at  Lucca,  under  a  charge 
of  endeavouring  to  seduce  the  people  from  their  faith. 
The  punisViment  for  such  an  off"ence  is  five  or  ten  years' 
imprisonment,  with  hard  labour.  The  Grand  Duke  has 
been  petitioned  in  the  ease,  but  he  declines  to  interfere. 


Thebes,  in  Greece,  has  been  almost  destroyed  by  an 
earthquake.     Eleven  persons  have  lost  their  lives,  and 


eighteen  have  been  taken  from  the  ruins  badly  wounded. 
The  town  was  composed  partly  of  new  houses  solidly 
built,  and  partly  of  old  ones  constructed  of  wood  and 
bricks.  The  first  have  been  entirely  destroyed,  and  had 
not  the  inhabitants  hurried  away,  they  would  have  been 
buried  in  the  ruins  ;  and  the  second  class  of  houses  are 
so  much  injured  as  to  be  uninhabitable.  The  whole 
population  are  encamped  in  the  open  air.  The  King 
and  Queen  when  informed  of  this  sad  event,  sent  500 
drachmas  and  a  quantity  of  military  tents  to  the  inha- 
bitants. Not  only  Thebes,  but  also  the  ncigVibouring 
villages  as  far  as  Platea,  have  so  much  suff"ered  that 
there  are  seventeen  of  them  which  are  quite  uninhabit- 
able. The  town  of  Chalcis  has  also  had  some  houses 
destroyed  by  this  earthquake.  For  the  last  eighteen 
years  shocks  have  been  frequently  felt  at  Thebes  and 
Athens,  and  sometimes  several  shocks  within  the  space 
of  twenty-four  hours. 

Extensive  gold-fields  have  been  discovered  in  Siberia. 
In  1851,  some  rich  spots  were  found  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Olkema,  in  a  district  where  the  foot  of  man  had 
never  trod.  Gold-searchers  then  tried  the  river  Lena, 
and  not  less  than  ten  rich  placers  were  discovered  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  between  the  spots  where 
its  confluents,  the  Vitime  and  Olekma,  fall  into  it. 
Thousands  of  workmen  are  there  at  present,  and 
provisions  for  their  support  are  brought  from  Irkutsk. 
These  provisions  are  sold  at  exceedingly  high  prices, 
as  we  are  told  is  the  case  at  California  and  Australia. 
Rye  flour  is  sold  at  present  at  the  rate  of  a  silver  rouble 
{4f.)  the  poud  (331b).;  wheat  flour,  2  roubles  the 
poud  ;  and  meat,  2\  roubles  the  poud." 


The  accounts  of  the  Rebellion  in  China  continue  to  be 
important  and  interesting.  After  the  capture  of  Amoy 
by  the  insurgents,  serious  dissentions  arose  among  the 
chiefs  as  to  the  future  government  of  the  place,  and 
exaggerated  reports  of  these  disagreements  having 
reached  the  Imperialist  Admiral,  then  off  the  coast,  he 
was  inspired  with  the  hope  of  recovering  possession  of 
the  place.  Accordingly,  on  the  29th  of  May  he  appeared 
in  the  harbour  with  a  fleet  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
junks.  He  landed  1000  men,  who  marched  steadily 
towards  the  citadel  for  two  miles,  when  the  insurgents 
made  a  rush  and  drove  them  back  to  their  boats,  with 
the  loss  of  about  twenty  or  thirt}'  killed,  and  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  prisoners.  Next  day  the  insurgents 
began  trying  the  prisoners  with  great  formality.  They 
were  exceedingly  civil  to  the  Europeans,  placing  chairs 
for  all  who  liked  to  attend.  All  the  Tartars  taken  were 
immediately  beheaded,  the  insurgents  making  no  secret 
of  their  intention  of  utterly  exterminating  the  whole 
race ;  but  the  Chinese  soldiers,  being  generally  pressed 
men,  were  usually  acquitted.  Chang-chow  and  Tang- 
wang  have  both  succumbed  to  the  insurgents,  though 
not  without  severe  loss  to  the  latter.  At  Tang-wa  the 
inhabitants  en  masse,  though  sanctioning  the  ejectment 
of  the  mandarins,  have  refused  to  allow  the  insurgents 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  government,  and  have 
proceeded  to  declare  themselves  free  and  independent 
burgesses,  who  could  govern  for  themselves.  By  the 
last  accounts  we  learn  that  the  main  body  of  the  insur- 
gents still  remained  at  Nankin,  Ching-kiang-foo,  and  on 
the  northern  banks  of  the  Yang-tse-kiang.  They  had 
taken  Tai  ping-foo,  a  city  of  great  strength  to  the  west- 
ward of  Nankin.  No  movement  had  been  made  north- 
ward, or  in  the  direction  of  Soochow  and  Shanghai.  The 
Imperial  foreign  fleet  had  returned  to  Woosung.  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  American  missionary,  had  returned  to 
Shanghai  from  visiting  the  insurgent  general  Loo  at 
Chin-kiang-foo,  who  forwarded  him  on  to  Nankin  on 
his  expressing  a  wish  to  go  there.  The  tents  of  the 
Imperial  troops  were  distinctly  seen  from  the  walls  of 
that  city.  From  all  communications  hitherto  held  with 
the  insurgents  they  continue  to  be  friendly  to  foreigners. 


The  intelligence  from  California  describes  a  rapidly 
advancing  state  of  prosperity.  The  mines  are  yielding 
as  abundantly  as  ever,  and  business  of  all  kinds  is 
active.  One  lamentable  drawback,  however,  is  the  dis- 
organised state  of  society.  The  papers  teem  with  murders, 
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sanguinary  duels,  and  deeds  of  violence.  The  most  pro- 
minent is  the  attempted  assassination  of  deputy-sheriff 
Freaner,  by  a  squatter  named  M'Carthy.  In  the  execu- 
tion of  a  writ  of  restitution  of  a  lot  in  San  Francisco, 
Mr.  Freaner  was,  without  provocation,  shot  through  the 
hip,  the  ball  almost  touching  the  great  artery.  Mr. 
Freaner  in  return  fired  three  or  four  shots,  two  of  which 
penetrated  the  lungs  of  M'Carthy.  Mr.  Freaner's  wound 
was  not  dangerous,  and  M'Carthy  was  slowly  recovering. 
Squatting  upon  public  or  private  property  has  been 
carried  on  in  the  city  to  an  unparalleled  extent. 
Wherever  a  vacant  lot  could  be  found,  it  has  been  seized 
upon  without  regard  to  title,  and  in  some  cases  fences 
have  been  pulled  down,  and  others,  together  with  houses 
erected,  and  lots  'within  lots  fenced  off.  The  courts 
having  jurisdiction  are  overrun  with  cases  growing  out 
of  these  difficulties,  and  several  criminal  convictions 
have  been  had.  In  some  places  owners  of  land  have  not 
only  been  despoiled  of  their  property  by  squatters,  but 
have  been  resisted  in  the  attempt  to  drive  off  their  own 
cattle. 

Joaquin,  the  bandit,  whose  daring  and  romantic  career 
has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  remarks,  and  who  has 
for  several  months  been  the  terror  of  the  southern  por- 
tion of  our  state,  has  been  captured  by  a  company  of 
volunteers,  and  beheaded.  Several  of  his  band  were 
killed  in  the  fight,  and  three  escaped.  Several  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  have  recently  been  made  to  fire  the 
city.  The  alarm  of  fire  occurs  almost  daily.  Accounts 
from  Los  Angeles  state  that  robberies  and  murders  had 
been  committed  in  various  parts  of  the  county,  and 
large  sums  of  money  had  been  taken  from  various  per- 
sons, and  in  various  manners.  In  one  instance,  two 
gamblers  charged  with  robbing  a  store  of  SOOO  dols.  were 
tried,  but  sufficient  evidence  not  being  produced  to 
warrant  their  conviction  they  were  discharged.  The 
crowd  then  determined  upon  hanging  the  supposed  cul- 
jirits,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  they  were 
dissuaded  fi-om  doing  so.  Mr.  David  Porter,  a  lawyer 
from  Virginia,  was  murdered  near  the  town  of  Los 
Angeles,  These  offences  have  created  a  feeling  of  in- 
tense excitement.  A  man  was  hung  near  Jackson,  in 
Calaveras  county,  by  the  people  for  horse-stealing,  a 
short  time  since. 

A  relic  of  antiquity  has  been  discovered  in  California 
which  seems  to  rival  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt  in  age  and 
magnitude.  It  is  thus  described  in  a  Californian  paper, 
the  Placerville  Herald: — A  party  of  men,  five  in 
number,  had  ascended  the  Colorado  for  nearly  200  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Gila,  their  object  being  to  dis- 
cover, if  possible,  some  large  tributary  from,  the  west, 
by  which  they  might  make  the  passage  of  the  desert, 
and  enter  California  by  a  new,  more  direct,  and  easier 
route,  inasmuch  as  there  are  known  to  exist  numerous 
small  streams  upon  the  eastern  slope  of  the  mountains, 
that  are  either  lost  in  the  sands  of  the  desert  or  unite 
with  the  Colorado,  through  tributaries  heretofore 
unknown.  They  represent  the  country  on  either  side 
of  the  Colorado  as  almost  totally  barren  of  every 
vegetable  product,  and  so  level  and  monotonous  that  any 
object  sufficient  to  arrest  the  attention  possesses  more  or 
less  of  curiosity  and  interest,  and  it  was  this  that  led  to 
the  discovery  and  examination  of  this  hitherto  unknown 
relic  of  a  forgotten  age.  An  object  appeared  upon  the 
plain  to  the  west,  having  so  much  the  appearance  of  a 
work  of  art,  from  the  regularity  of  its  outline  and  its 
isolated  position,  that  the  party  determined  upon  visiting 
it.  Passing  over  an  almost  barren  sand  plain,  a  distance 
of  nearly  five  miles,  they  reached  the  base  of  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  objects,  considering  its  location,  it  being 
the  very  home  of  desolation,  that  the  mind  can  possibly 
conceive  of,  nothing  less  than  an  immense  stone 
pyramid,  composed  of  layers  or  courses  of  from  18  inches 
to  nearly  3  feet  in  thickness,  and  from  5  to  8  feet  in 
length.  It  has  a  level  top  of  more  than  .50  feet  square, 
though  it  is  evident  that  it  was  once  completed,  but  that 
some  great  convulsion  of  nature  has  displaced  its  entire 
top,  as  it  evidently  now  lies  a  huge  and  broken  mass 
upon  one  of  its  sides,  though  nearly  covered  by  the 
sands.  This  pyramid  differs,  in  some  respects,  from  the 
Egyptian  pyramids.  It  is,  or  was,  more  slender  or 
pointed ;  and,  while  those  of  Egypt  are  composed  of 
steps  or  layers,   receding   as  they  rise,  the    American 


pyramid  was,  undoubtedly,  a  more  finished  structure. 
The  outer  surface  of  the  blocks  was  evidently  cut  to  an 
angle,  that  gave  the  structure,  when  new  and  complete, 
a  smooth  or  regular  surface  from  top  to  bottom.  From 
the  present  level  of  the  sands  that  surround  it,  there  are 
52  distinct  layers  of  stone,  that  will  average  at  least  two 
feet;  this  gives  its  present  height  104  feet,  so  that  before 
the  top  was  displaced  it  must  have  been,  judging  from 
an  angle  of  its  sides,  at  least  twenty  feet  higher  than  at 
present.  How  far  it  extends  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
sands  it  is  impossible  to  determine  without  great  labour. 
Such  is  the  age  of  this  immense  structure,  that  the 
perpendicular  joints  between  the  blocks  are  worn  away 
to  the  width  of  from  five  to  ten  inches  at  the  bottom  of 
each  joint,  and  the  entire  of  the  pyramid  so  much  worn 
by  the  storms,  the  vicissitudes,  and  the  corrodings  of 
centuries,  as  to  make  it  easy  of  ascent,  particularly  upon 
one  of  its  sides.  We  say  one  of  its  sides,  because  a 
singular  fact  connected  with  this  remarkable  structure 
is,  that  it  inclines  ten  degrees  to  one  side  of  the  vertical 
or  perpendicular. 


There  are  accounts  from  New  York  to  the  14th  inst. 
The  yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans  continued  to  abate 
in  virulence,  and  the  daily  deaths  from  the  pestilence 
had  decreased  to  fifty.  At  Mobile,  however,  the  disease 
was  on  the  increase,  the  rate  of  mortality  having 
reached  fifty  per  day. 

The  operation  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  is  creating 
a  great  sensation  throughout  the  United  States.  A 
decision  in  the  case  of  a  fugitive  slave  at  Cincinnati,  by 
a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
sitting  in  chambers,  has  attracted  much  attention. 
There  was  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts.  Washington 
M'Querry,  a  negro,  who  had  escaped  from  Kentucky, 
had  lived  four  years  as  a  free  man  in  Ohio.  His  former 
master,  Henry  Miller,  came  there  and  claimed  him. 
But  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  granted,  and  Henry 
Miller  had  to  show  that  M'Querry  was  a  fugitive  from 
labour  in  Kentucky ;  and  this  he  did  so  fully  that  there 
remained  no  doubt  upon  the  subject.  The  judge 
decided  that  the  slave  should  be  remanded  back  to  his 
master ;  because  the  Constitution  provides  for  the 
rendition  of  persons  who  have  escaped  from  one  State 
into  another,  on  the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  they 
owe  "  service  or  labour."  He  showed  that  Congress, 
not  any  separate  State,  has  the  power  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  all  laws  of  the 
States  opposed  to  the  Constitution  are  null  and  void. 
"Nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  (he  said)  that  the  term 
'  persons  held  to  service  or  labour,'  applies  principally 
to  persons  held  as  slaves.  Madison,  while  assenting  to 
the  provision,  objected  to  the  use  of  the  term  '  slave,' 
because  it  expressed  a  thing  repugnant  to  his  senti- 
ments ;  he  did  not  wish  the  idea  that  one  man  could 
hold  property  in  another  recognised  in  the  organic  law 
of  his  country."  An  appeal  was  sought  from  this 
decision  to  the  full  Court ;  but  Judge  M'Lean  held  that 
he  could  not  grant  it.  He  gave  time,  however,  to 
investigate  the  question.  Can  there  be  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  sitting  in 
chambers  ?  Miller  was  bound  to  I'eturn  M'Querry  to 
Ohio  should  an  appeal  be  found  to  lie.  In  the  mean  time, 
M'Querry  was  lodged  in  Covington  gaol,  on  the  slave  bank 
of  the  Ohio  river.  This  law  is  sometimes  enforced  with 
a  degree  of  barbarity  disgraceful  to  a  civilised  country. 
The  following  circumstance  occurred  in  the  beginning 
of  the  present  month  at  Wilhesbarre,  in  Pennsylvania. 

At  one  of  the  hotels  in  that  place  there  lived  as 
waiter  a  mulatto,  nearly  white,  who  went  by  the  name 
of  Bill.  There  arrived  in  the  town  Deputy-Marshal 
Wynkoop,  and  several  assistants  from  Virginia,  to 
arrest  poor  Bill  as  a  "  fugitive  from  labour."  These 
persons  came  behind  him,  and  knocked  him  down  with 
a  mace;  but  Bill,  who,  as  it  appears,  was  a  strong  and 
active  man,  recovered  his  feet  and  threw  his  assailant 
off.  Finally,  he  managed  to  break  from  the  house,  with 
the  handcuffs  fastened  only  on  his  right  wrist,  and 
made  his  way  to  the  river.  Into  this  he  plunged, 
exclaiming  "  I  will  rather  be  drowned  than  taken 
alive."  His  pursuers  fired  at  him  before  he  reached 
the  water,  and  when  he  was  swimming  they  deliberately 
levelled  their  revolvers,  and  fired  four  or  five  shots.  One 
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ball  was  supposed  to  have  struck  his  head,  as  his  face 
became  instantly  covered  with  blood.  He  sprang  up  in 
the  water,  and  shrieked  in  his  agony.  The  bystanders 
were  becoming  so  excited  at  the  horrible  sight  that 
the  Southerners  retreated  from  the  bank,  and  took 
counsel  together  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done.  Mean- 
while the  poor  slave  came  to  the  shore,  and  was  supposed 
to  be  dying,  upon  which  his  pursuers  remarked,  that 
"  Dead  niggers  were  not  worth  taking  south,"  and  were 
walking  away,  when  the  fugitive  unexpectedly  revived. 
As  he  in  his  turn  was  walking  away,  supported  by 
another  coloured  man,  the  Virginia  people,  perceiving 
that  he  was  alive,  pursued  him,  called  upon  him  to 
stop,  and  threatened  to  shoot  anybody  who  should 
protect  him.  The  threat  took  etiect,  for  the  crowd 
actually  did  retire,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but 
for  poor  Bill  to  take  to  the  water  again,  which  he  did. 
In  the  water  he  remained  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  and 
there  his  pursuers  dared  not  follow  him.  At  length 
they  appear  themselves  to  have  been  intimidated  by  the 
menacing  attitude  of  the  crowd,  who  were  preparing 
to  arrest  them,  for  they  retired  of  their  own  accord. 
Bill  waded  some  distance  up  the  river,  and  then 
got  out.  He  was  found  by  some  coloured  women 
lying  senseless  in  a  corn-field.  What  was  his  fate 
is  not  mentioned,  but  it  seems  probable  that  he  died  of 
his  wounds.  The  public  feeling  is  strongly  excited  in 
favour  of  these  wretched  fugitives.  A  letter  from 
Columbus,  in  Ohio,  published  in  the  Neic  I'orA  Times, 
gives  some  interesting  particulars  on  this  subject.  "  The 
sailors  upon  the  lakes,"  says  the  writer,  "  black  and 
white,  always  sympathise  with  the  victim  of  oppression, 
and  are  generally  ready  to  afford  him  a  safe  and  free 
passage  to  Canada-     If  the  fugitive  arrive  on  the  lake 


shore  in  the  season  of  the  year  when  there  is  no  navi- 
gation, he  generally  remains  in  some  one  of  the  AVestem 
Reserve  counties,  until  the  boat  commences  running  in 
the  spring.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment  has  been  such 
there  for  years  that  no  fugitive  has  been  taken  thence 
back  into  slavery.  Sometimes  the  number  which 
collect  in  a  winter  is  quite  large.  They  generally  arm 
themselves,  and  are  sworn  to  die  in  defence  of  each 
other.  Indeed,  a  large  proportion  of  the  fugitives  who 
now  escape  carry  a  bowie-knife  and  revolver.  I  once 
knew  thirty  of  these  fugitives  come  forth  from  their 
hiding-places,  armed  with  guns  and  rifles  to  protect  a 
brother  fugitive.  The  slave-hunter  was  glad  to  escape 
without  his  victim.  This  summer  two  fugitives,  a  man 
and  his  wife,  passed  through  this  State,  botH  of  them 
armed  with  a  knife  and  revolver,  travelling  in  the  day- 
time, defying  danger,  refusing  assistance  only  as  they 
paid  for  it,  as  they  would  not  involve  any  one  in  the 
penalties  of  the  fugitive  law,  and  declaring  they  would 
take  the  life  of  any  one  who  should  attempt  to  arrest 
them.  In  this  way  they  went  safely  through  the  State. 
In  the  applause  with  which  the  representation  of 
"  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  upon  the  stage  in  New  York  has 
been  received,  we  have  an  illustration  of  the  sympathies 
of  the  masses  for  the  oppressed.  This  sympathy  with 
them  is  almost  universal.  Our  teamsters,  engineers, 
conductors,  and  breakmen  upon  our  railroads,  captains 
and  all  hands  on  our  lake  steamboats,  are  all  actuated  by 
it.  Many  a  fugitive  passes  through  the  State  concealed 
in  railroad  cars,  and  with  the  connivance  of  those 
engaged  in  running  the  trains."  From  the  present 
state  of  public  feeling,  we  may  expect  that  some 
alteration  will  be  made  iu  a  law,  the  operation  of  which 
is  attended  with  such  revolting  barbarities. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  LITEEATUEE  AND  AET. 


Setting  aside  the  mere  reprints  and  new  editions, 
the  publications  of  the  past  month  are  comprised  in 
an  unusually  brief  list.  The  new  books  have  been 
too  scanty  even  for  the  rough  classification  which  is 
generally  attempted  in  this  place,  and  must  be  named 
simply  in  the  order  of  their  appearance.  Lord  De  Grey 
has  derived  from  the  Wellington  Dispatches  and  other 
similar  authorities  a  volume  of  Characteristics  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  considered  apart  from  his  military 
talents.  Mr.  Bradshaw  has  published  an  Illustrated 
Handbook  to  Belgium  and  the  Rhine.  Mr.  Oxenford 
has  translated  from  the  French  of  Messrs.  Gallery  and 
Yvan,  the  former  the  interpreter  and  the  latter  the 
physician  of  the  French  embassy  in  China,  their  Histwy 
of  the  Insurrection  in  China;  not  only  a  book  of  great 
liveliness  and  intelligence,  but  written  in  an  uncommon 
spirit  of  friendliness  to  England  ;  and,  by  the  present 
translator,  brought  down  to  the  latest  dates  of  the 
remarkable  event  described  in  it.  The  author  of  "  Mary 
Powell  "  has  founded  upon  Mr.  Morley's  recent  biogra- 
phy of  the  famous  old  potter  of  France,  a  story  which  is 
sufficiently  explained  by  its  title  of  The  Provocations  of 
Madame  Palissy.  Mrs.  Howitt  has  translated  in  three 
bulky  volumes  Fredrika  Bremer's  impressions  and 
experiences  of  America  under  the  title  of  the  Homes  of 
the  New  World.  Miss  Catherine  Sinclair  has  devoted  one 
small  volume  to  considerations  connected  with  a  par- 
ticular class  of  London  Homes.  Lord  Grey  has  pub- 
lished a  second  edition  of  his  Colonial  Policy  of  Lord 
John  Russell's  Administration,  which  claims  mention 
here  for  the  "additions"  it  contains.  M.  Soyer  has 
compiled,  with  the  very  classical  title  ofthe  Pantropheon, 
a  History  of  Food  and  its  preparation  from  the  earliest 
ages,  which  must  be  admitted  to  be  a  subject  not  likely 
to  lose  its  interest  or  importance  down  to  the  very  latest 
ages.  The  Kev.  J.  W.  Taylor  has  celebrated  the 
disinterested  exertions  and  zealous  benevolence  of  one 
of  the  leading  supporters  of  the  Free  Church  movement 
in  Scotland,  in  a  Memoir  of  the  late  David  M.  M. 
Crichton.  Mr.  John  Wynne  has  published  Three 
Original  Plays,  a  five-act  comedy,  a  two-act  historical 
drama,  and  a  four-act  romantic  Mexican  drama, 
strongly   inviting  the   attention   of   managers.      Miss 


Crawford  has  published  a  small  volume  on  French 
Confectionary  Adapted  for  English  Fatnilies.  Miss 
Strickland  has  completed  the  fourth  volume  of  her 
Lives  of  the  Queens  of  Scotland,  but  without  yet  com- 
pleting the  Life  of  Mary  Stuart,  which  will  extend 
into  another  volume.  A  Life  of  Edmund  Burke, 
by  Mr.  Peter  Burke,  a  history  of  the  Three 
Presidencies  of  India,  by  Mr.  John  Capper,  and  a 
Handbook  of  Foliage  and  Foreground  Drawing,  by 
Mr.  G.  Barnard,  the  drawing-master  of  Rugby  School, 
are  the  original  contributions  of  the  month  to  Messrs. 
Ingram  and  Cooke's  popular  libraries.  The  Archbishop 
of  Dublin  has  collected  into  a  volume  his  Cautions  for 
the  Times,  a  series  of  tracts  of  which  the  main  design 
has  been  to  counteract  the  insidious  attempts  of  what  is 
called  Puseyism  to  retain  its  hold  upon  the  Church  of 
England.  Sir  George  Stephen  has  explained  in  a 
course  of  lectures,  which  he  has  issued  in  a  small 
volume,  the  Principles  of  Commerce  and  Commercial 
Law.  Mr.  Robson  has  translated  Emile  de  Bonne- 
chose's  History  of  France,  a  compact  and  fair  summary 
of  the  leading  events'of  French  hLstory  to  the  accession 
of  Louis  Philippe,  well  designed  for  ordinary  school  use. 
A  very  easy  German  Grammar,  and  an' Advanced  Latin 
Exercises,  have  been  added  to  Messrs.  Chambers's  useful 
"  educational  course."  Mr.  Francis  Newman  has 
collected,  condensed,  and  abridged,  with  the  full 
sanction  and  assistance  of  the  orator  himself,  the  Select 
Sjieeches  of  Kossiith,  delivered  during  his  visit  to 
America.  From  America  itself  we  have  Mr.  Samuel 
Eliot's  History  of  the  Early  Christians,  and  the 
opening  number  of  an  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the 
New  York  Great  Exhibition.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Berkeley 
Jones  has  written  his  Adventures  in  Australia  during 
the  last  and  present  year ;  and  Mr.  Macilwain  has 
written  Memoirs  of  John  Abernethy,  as  a  debt  due 
from  a  pupil  to  his  old  master,  whose  lectures,  writings, 
and  character  are  presented  in  a  very  pleasing  view. 
Four  novels  conclude  our  list — the  Colonel,  Raymond 
de  Monthault,  and  Ailieford,  each  in  three  volumes, 
and  the  last  by  the  author  of  "John  Drayton;"  and, 
in  two  volumes,  an  Indian  story  called  Oakfield  or 
Fellowship  in  the  East. 
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COMMERCIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
BulUou  iu  Bauk  of  England  on  17th  inst,  £15,882,398. 

LATEST   LONDON  PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  I  Silver  bars,  per  oz.  5    1 

Do.,  dust,  „         3  16    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       ,,       3    Ok 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris O'SS  prem. 

Hamburgh   1  'IS     „ 


New  York 0  -OS  diset. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents. 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1860 

Bank  Stock,  8  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


nijhest. 


9S| 

99| 

1011 

6 
229 
3s.  pm. 
20s.pm. 


Lowest.       Latesf. 


911 

92 

92f 


^TB 


92i 

224-5 
124 '  " 
ir>s.  dis.  15-lOdis. 
5s.  dis.  I  5s.  dis. 


Paid. 


100 
all 
100 
100 
aU 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


R.\ILW.4.YS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall     

Caledonian  

Ediub.  and  Glasgow 
E.istern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Wcstera    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Wcstn. 
London  &  S.  Westu. 

Midland    

Sonth-East.  &  Dover 
York,  Newc.  &  Ber. 
York  &  N.  Midland 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

102^ 

92 

93-5 

Si 

u 

7|-| 

671 

47 

474    I 

73^ 

50 

01       ) 

m 

11 

in 

114 

98 

99-100 

841 

69 

69-70 

894 

78 

78-9 

771 

61 

62-3 

112i 

99 

100-4 

87 

72 

72-4 

724 

55 

56 

7U 

57 

08 

70 

56 

58      )  1 

59i 

42 

42-4  ;  1 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN — IMPERIAL  WEEKLY  AVERAGE. 


Week 
ending— 

Wbeat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

.■!.     d. 

s.      d. 

,•!.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

.».     d. 

Aug.  27 

48       6 

29      e 

21       6 

33       8 

41       1 

36       6 

Sept.    3 

50      4 

30      4 

21     10 

32       3 

41       1 

37       2 

—    10 

54       9 

31       3 

21     11 

33       6 

41       3 

37       S 

—    17 

56       7 

34       9 

20       6 

35       7 

41       9 

39       S 

LiTE.ST  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt,  Pale.        per  qr. 
Malting  Barley      ,, 
Oats,  best,  ,, 

Wheat,  English,     „ 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk. 


.«. 

60  to 
34  — 
23  — 

58  — 

60  — (■ 


r,5 
Country  household  45  —  50 
34 
36 
d. 
0 


American,  per  barl 
Indian  Corn,  per  qr. 
Cattle- 


29  — 
32  — 

d.    s. 

4  to  4 

8  —  4 
6  —  5 
4  —  4 

2  —  1 

4  —  1 

5  —  5 

4  —  2 

9  —  1 


430,193 
47,847 

502,588 

596,813 
192,838 
556,889 
749,399 
682,144 
1,719,789 
458,109 
876,753 
589,390 

910,971 


FOREIGN  LIST.— latest  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  95-4 
Chilian  6  per  cent.,  1044-"5l 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  102 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  954-6 
French  3  per  cent., 
French  4  per  cent., 
French  44  pur  cent.,  lOlf.  50c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  234-4 
Peruvian  3  p.  c.  dcfd.,  70-1 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.,  42-4 
Russian  44  ]ier  cent.,  964 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  44| 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  90-1 


Railways. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  24  to  3 
East  Belgian  Junct.  1  to  14 
Luxembourg,  74  to  J 
Northern  of  France,  3C-4 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pre  f.  84  to  9 
Paris  and  Orleans,  61  to  53 
Paris  and  Lyons,  19i  pm. 
Paris  and  Rouen,  444 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  394 
South  of  France,  5  to  6  pm. 
West  Flanders,  4  to  44     ,, 
West  of  Franco,  10  to  lOi 
Rouen  and  Havi-e,  20  to  21 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Late.st  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australasian    

Australian   24 

Do.  Cordillera 

Do.  Freehold 

Brit.  Australian    .    

Colonial  Gold  ....  |  to 

Lake  B.athurst 

Port  Philip    

South  Australian  


-J  dis. 
prem. 

idis. 
.  4  dis. 
,  i  di.s. 
i  pm- 

4  dis. 

i  dis. 
.  idis. 


Banks. 

Austr.al.asian    70  to  72 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Axist.  14  dis. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China  4  dis-par. 
London  Aust.  and  India 
Lond.  Chart,  of  Aus.  par-4pm. 

South  Australian 37-9 

Union  of  Australia  60  to  62 


Railways. 
East  Indian     . .  34  to  4  prem. 


Upper  India  ... 

Ind.  Peninsula.    4  to  I4 

M  adras 4  to 

Qucb.  and  Rich- 
i,^mond par. 

Miscellaneous  Companies 
Austr.aliau  Agricultural,  28-30 
Van  Diem  en's  L.aud,   4-6 
South     Australian  Land,  30-2 


Steam  Companies. 

Australasian  Pacific 74 

Australian  Royal  Mail. .  34 

Eastern  Ste.an'i  Navig 11 

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . .    12 
Peuins.  &  Orient.   St.  Nav.  75 


North  Brtisli  Australian,  par. 

Peel  River  Land 4  dis. 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest.. li  p.m 


Beasts,     per  st.  3 

Calves     ..     ,,       3 

Sheep....     ,,      4 

Pigs    ....     ,,       3 
Wool,  per  lb. — 

South    Downs     1 

Kentish  fleeces    1 

German  Elect.    3 

Austr.aliau 1 

Cape    0 

Spanish 12  —  21 

Metals. 
Copper,  Cakes,  p.  ton  107/.  lO.s. 

Iron,  Pigs,    3(.  4s.  to  4'.  10s. ; 

Rails,  SI.  15s.    Lead,  English 

Pig,  22;.  10s.     Steel,  Swedish 

Keg,     17;.     to        ;.        Titi, 

English  block,  122?.;  Banca, 

122/.  ;    Spelter,    30/.  ;    Zinc, 

311. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  40s. 

to  67s.  ;  American,  C4s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  Sib., 

3s.  4d.  to  4s.  Gd. ;  Irish  India, 

pertr.,  135s.;  Hambro',  133s. 

American,  130s.  to  145s. 

Butter — Best  fresh,  i)cr  lb., 
111?,  to  Is.  ](/.  ;  Donset,  per 
cwt.,  94s.  to  100s.;  Irish.  88s. 
to  9Ss.  ;  Dutch,  SOs.  to  100s. 

Cheese — Cheshire,  per  cwt., 
56s.  to  75s.  ;  Dutch,  56s.  ; 
Wiltshire,  54s.  to  70s. 

Hams  —  York,  74.?.  to  8.3,?.  ; 
Irish,  66s.  to  74.9.  ;  West- 
phalia, 60s.  to  70s. 

Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 
S  lb.,  4.'!.  Of/,  to  5s.  4;/. 

Potatoes,  per  ton,  130s.  to 
ISOs. 

PoBK,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  4(/.  to  4s. 

Veal  3s.  Sd.  to  4s.8(/. 


I. 


I.  s. 

Hay per  load  4    0  to  5    5 

Clover..  ,,  4  15  — 5  15 
Straw..        „  1    8  —  1  16 

Guano,  Peruv.,p.  ton,  9/.  to  12/. 
Linseed  cake,  pr.  tn.,  10/.  to 
10/.  10s.  ;  Rape  cake,  ditto,  5/. 
to  5/.  10s.  ;  Bones,  ditto,  4/.  4s. 
Hops.— Kents,   115    to   180s.  ; 

Sussex,  lOJ,?.  to  ISO,?. 
Poultry  — Capons,  3s.  —  4s.  ; 
Fowls,  3s.  —  5s.  ;  Chicks, 
2s.C(/.— 5s.0d.;  Ducks,  2».0(/.; 
Geese,  3«.  6rf. — 5s. ;  Turkeys, 
3s.  6(/. — 5s.  ;  Pigeons,  Sd. 
Hides,  &c.  —  Market,  96  1b., 
4d.~4id.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
2|d. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lb., 
5s.  6rf. ;  do.,  Horse-hides,  6s.; 
Ox  and  Cow  liorus,  per  123, 
21s.  —  03s.  Rough  Tallow, 
2S.s'.Ct/. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli  per  ton,  OS/. ;  Sjienn, 
91/.  ;  Pale  Seal,  34/.  10s.  ; 
Rape,  41/.  to42/.  ;  Cocoa-nut, 
42/.  to  44/.  10s. ;  Palm,  39/.  6s. ; 
Linseed,  29/.  6s. 

Tallow  — Austr.-dian,      Beef, 
54/.  to  55/.  ;  Sheep,    57/.    to 
58/.  ;  Y.  C,  57/.  to  53/. 
Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  35s. 
to  42s. ;   Bahia,  27s.  to  28s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 47s.  Orf.  to  48-s'.  ;  Do., 
Plantation.  64.«.  to  82s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 72s.  to  82s.  ;  Jam.aica, 
63s.  to  90s.  ;  Java,  SOs.  to 
54s.  Costa  Rica,  54s.  to  S5s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  22s. 
to  26s.  0</.;  Bengal,  13.?.  to 
14s.  6((. ;  Patna.l4s.  to  \Ss.6d. 

Sdgar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  39s.  ;  Mauritius,  33s. 
to  38s.  6d.  ;  Bengal,  37s.  to 
40s.  61/. ;  Madras,  31s.  to  34s.  ; 
Havauuah,  35s.  to  41s. 

Do.,  •  Refined  —  Standard 
lumps,  45s.  to  5Ss. ;  Bastards, 
29s.  to  35s.  6t/. ;  Crushed, 
31s.  to  32s. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  lOc/.)— 
Congou,  llrf.  to  Is.  3d.;  Sou- 
chong, ls.2(/.  to  2s.  6d. ;  Hy- 
son, ls.4d.  to  3s.  6d.;  Assam, 
Is.  to  is.  id. 
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Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  July  31    . . 
Aug 

39,480 
5,007 

24,094 
3,356 

120,785 
20,799 

1,212 
359 

203,707 
29,521 

To 

44,487 

27,450 

141,584 

1,571 

233,223 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


From 

London . . 
Liverpool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 


Cabin, 


£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  60 


Inter- 
mediate. 


£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 


Steerage. 


£20  to  25 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14  —  10 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£4  10  to  £7 

4  10—     6 

4  0—5 

4  10—    5 
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NAERATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


^  The  Tenant  Right  Agitation  continues  in  Ireland. 
There  was  a  "Conference"  of  the  new  tenant-Right 
League  in  Dublin  onthe  4th  instant.  Thirteen  Members 
of  parliament  were  present;  among  whom  were  Mr. 
Lucas,  Mr.  Duffy,  Mr.  G.  H.  Moore,  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Shee.  The  Presbyterian  contingent  from  Ulster,  repre- 
sented by  Dr.  M'Knight  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  were 
not  very  cordially  welcomed.  Mr.  Sharman  Crawford 
was  also  there,  but  he  had  not  been  invited,  and  in 
making  a  speech  he  apologised  for  the  "  intrusion."  The 
conference  ended  in  a  violent  dispute  between  Mr.  Lucas, 
Mr.  Duffy,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Moore,  on  the  one  part,  and 
Dr.  M'Kiiight  on  the  other.  Charges  of  treachery  were 
reciprocated,  and  the  "  lie  "  freely  given.  The  resolu- 
tions agreed  to  were  the  same  as  those  adopted  in  1852, 
— that  no  Tenant-Right  Bill  not  embodying  the  prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Sharman  Crawford's  measure  would  be 
satisfactory  ;  and  that  members  of  parliament  should 
"hold  themselves  aloof  from  and  independent  of  every 
government  that  would  not  make  Sharman  Crawford's 
bill  a  cabinet  measure."  The  second  meeting  of  the 
conference  took  place  on  the  6th.  Dr.  M'Knight  and 
Mr.  Rogers  entered  their  protest  against  the  policy  voted 
on  the  previous  day,  because  they  deem  it  prejudicial  to 
the  cause,  calculated  to  delay  a  valuable  "  instalment  " 
of  industrial  justice,  and  unreasonable  in  itself.  They 
desired  to  meet  the  present  liberal  administration  in  a 
spirit  of  justice.  An  attempt  was  made  by  a  priest  to 
vote  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  M'Knight  and  Mr.  Rogers  ; 
but  it  was  unsuccessful. 

Several  public  meetings  have  been  held  on  the  subject 
of  the  Eastern  Question.  There  was  one  at  Leicester 
on  the  4th  instant,  convened  on  requisition  by  the  Mayor, 
to  convey  to  the  Government  their  sentiments  "  on  the 
necessity  of  prompt,  energetic,  and  decisive  action,  at 
the  present  important  crisis  of  the  Eastern  Question." 
The  assembly  was  very  unanimous  in  its  sentiments. 
The  resolution  set  forth,  that  the  unprincipled  aggression 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  calls  for  "  the  most  decisive 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  English  people;"  and 
that  it  is  the  plain  duty  of  England  to  fulfil  her  treaty 
engagements  and  maintain  the  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  Turkish  empire.  Upon  these  resolutions  a 
memorial  to  Lord  Clarendon  was  founded  ;  praying  that 
he  will  "  take  such  decisive  and  immediate  measures  as 
shall  lead  to  the  evacuation  of  the  Danubian  Princi- 
palities, to  the  full  indemnification  of  the  Sultan  for  the 
injuries  sustained  by  the  late  invasion  of  his  territories, 
and  his  future  security  against  such  an  act  of  aggression." 
At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  some  one  read  from  an 
evening  paper  the  current  announcement  that  the 
Sultan  had  declared  war  ;  a  statement  which  was  much 
cheered. — The  people  of  Hanley,  summoned  by  their 
Chief  Bailiff,  met  in  the  Town-hall  on  the  3rd,  to  consider 
the  conduct  of  the  English  government  in  reference  to 
Turkey.  Mr.  David  Urquhart  was  the  prominent 
speaker.  The  resolutions  were  similar  to  those  adopted 
last  week  at  Stafford.  They  condemn  the  present 
ministry,  as  incompetent  to  manage  the  intercourse  of 
nations  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  and  honour 
of  England ;  and  they  condemn  secret  diplomacy. — 
A  great  meeting  on  the  same  subject  was  held  on  the 
7th,  at  the  London  Tavern,  Lord  Dudley  Stuart  in  the 
chair.  The  room  was  crowded  to  overflow.  The  chief 
speakers  were  the   chairman,  Professor  Newman,  Mr. 


Blackett,  M.P.,  Sir  Charles  Napier,  Mr.  David  Urquhart, 
Mr.  Nicholay,  Mr.  Trelawney,  and  Mr.  William  Newton. 
Several  i-esolutions  were  voted ;  the  first  worded  a3 
follows — "  That  the  series  of  Russian  aggressions  con- 
vinces this  meeting  that  there  is  in  the  Russian  cabinets 
a  fixed  purpose  not  only  to  subdue  Turkey,  but  to 
domineer  over  all  Europe,  and  extirpate  all  freedom. 
We  look  upon  this  as  the  true  reason  why  no  diplomatic 
settlement  of  the  Turco-Russian  quarrel  was  or  is 
possible  ;  and  we  lament  that  the  British  Government 
has  wasted  much  valuable  time,  damaged  the  just  cause 
of  tlie  Turks,  inflicted  upon  commerce  months  of  needless 
depression,  and  (worst  of  all)  has  inspired  universal 
suspicion  of  the  good  faith  of  England,  in  a  vain  effort 
to  negociate  with  an  unscrupulous  and  violent  power, 
which  acted  while  we  talked,  and  which,  if  now 
momentarily  appeased,  would  only  have  become  more 
dangerous  on  some  early  occasion."  The  other  resolu- 
tions praised  the  spirit  of  the  Turks,  any  attempt  to 
suppress  which,  by  the  British  Government,  would  be 
"  an  act  of  unparalleled  infamy;  "  declared  that  secret 
diplomacy  ought  to  be  discarded  ;  and  that  Austria  ought 
to  be  accounted  the  enemy  rather  than  the  ally  of 
England.  These  resolutions  to  be  embodied  in  an 
address  for  presentation  to  the  Queen. 

The  inauguration  of  the  Statue  of  StV  Uobert   Peel 
Erected  at  Manchester,  was  celebrated  on  the  12th  inst. 
The   statue  stands  in  front  of  the   Infirmary,  and  near 
the  site  a  platform  had  been  erected.    At  twelve  o'clock, 
the  Mayor,    the   Bishop  of  Manchester,    Mr.    William 
Brown,  M.P.,  Mr.   Brotherton,  M.P.,  and  other  gentle- 
men,   started   from   the   Town-hall   in   procession,  and 
walked  to  the  platform,  where  they  took  their  places 
round   the   chair,    occupied    by    Sir   John   Potter,    the 
Chairman   of  the  Petl    Monument   Committee.     Soon 
afterwards,   Mr.  Gladstone,  accompanied  by  the  Bishop 
of  Oxford,   Archdeacon  Wilberforce,  Mr.  J.  C.  Harter, 
Mrs.  Gladstone,   Lady  Heathcote,  and  other  ladies  also 
arrived,   and    the    proceedings  commenced.     Sir  John 
Potter    stated     the    object    of    their    assembling — "  to 
inaugurate  the  first  public  statue  erected  in  Manchester," 
dedicated  to  the  "memory  of  one  of  England's  greatest 
statesmen,"  and  "one  of  themselves,"  Sir  Robert  Peel. 
He  mentioned  that  the  contributions  had  been  limited 
to '20  guineas;  yet  in  four  days  3082/.  had  been  subscribed, 
and  that  sum  had  since   been  increased  to  5100/.     Mr. 
Marshall,   the   sculptor,    having   received   due   compli- 
ments,  the   statue    was   uncovered.     Then   the   Muyor 
introduced   Mr.  Gladstone,  "  the   most   able    and    con- 
sistent  supporter   of  Sir   Robert   Peel    in  his  arduous 
struggle  for  commercial  freedom."    Mr.  Gladstone  made 
a  brief  speech,  cliaracterising  the  occasion,  and  compar- 
ing the  unfortunate  state  of  some  countries  in  Europe, 
where  kings  and  governments  are  adverse  and  alien  to 
the  people,  with  thatof  England,  where  thestatue  before 
them  was  erecte<l   to  the  memory  of  a  man  who  was  at 
once  the  chosen  Minister  of  his  Sovereign — "  who  had  a 
place  not  only  in  her  councils  but  in  her  heart"— the 
defender  of  the  laws  and  institutions  of  the  country,  and 
the  favourite  of  the  people.  Enumerating  the  distinctive 
featuresofthatgreatstatesman'scharacter,  Mr.  Gladstone 
expressed  a  fervent  wish  that  all  who  pass  by  the  statue 
may  have  awakened  in  their  breasts  the  desire  to  tread 
in  the  path  of  duty,  discharging  the  functions  of  citizen- 
ship ia  the  spirit  of  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  allowing  no 
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difficulty,  no  obstacle,  to  daunt  them.  Three  cheers  for 
the  Queen,  for  the  sculptor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  closed  the  ceremony. — The  procession 
returned  from  the  statue  to  the  Town-hall,  there  to  pre- 
sent three  addresses  to  Mr.  Gladstone ;  one  from  the 
Corporation,  one  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
one  trom  the  Commercial  Association.  The  Corporation 
particularly  stated  that  they  were  gratified  to  see  among 
them  so  di.stinguished  a  member  of  a  cabinet  ''  happily 
formed  of  the  most  able  and  experienced  statesmen  of 
the  age,  who,  with  a  patriotic  disregard  of  party  con- 
siderations, are,  as  we  believe,  united  together  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  such  measures  as  shall  conduce 
to  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  benefit  of  the 
■whole  community."  Having  heard  the  addresses,  Mr. 
Gladstone  made  one  reply  to  all.  In  his  speech, 
which  was  of  great  length,  Mr.  Gladstone  took  a 
ministerial  view  of  the  leading  topics  of  the  day. 
On  the  most  interesting  of  these  topics  at  the  present 
time,  he  spoke  as  follows: — "  Gentlemen,  you  have  been 
pleased — I  speak  now  of  the  address  of  the  corporation, 
which  I  know  well  represents  the  sentiments  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Manchester — you  have  been  pleased  to 
express  your  confidence  that  the  government  now  in 
charge  of  public  affairs  will  endeavour  to  give  eff'ect  to 
such  measures  as  shall  most  conduce  to  the  honour  of 
the  crown  and  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community.  I 
value  peculiarly,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  every  other 
member  of  the  cabinet  would  value  as  I  do,  this  expres- 
sion of  your  feelings.  I  am  sure  that  I  do  not  altogether 
misconstrue  this  reference  to  the  honour  of  the  crown 
when  I  interpret  it  with  reference  to  that  question  in 
which  at  the  present  moment  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
as  well  as  other  great  interests,  are  deeply  involved — to 
that  question  of  peace  and  war  which  holds  the  mind  of 
Europe  in  agitation  and  suspense,  from  one  extremity  to 
the  uher.  If,  gentlemen,  it  is  j'our  persuasion  that  the 
honour  of  the  crown  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  her  Majesty's 
advisers,  I  am  quite  sure  no  testimony  can  be  conveyed 
to  them  more  gratifying  to  their  feelings ;  and  I  am 
quite  sure  no  testimony  can  reach  them  which  would  more 
contribute  to  strengthen  their  hands  in  the  discharge  of 
public  duty,  and  in  bearing  that  conspicuous  part  which 
must  belong  to  England  in  the  consideration  of  every 
great  European  question.  It  was,  perhaps,  to  be  expec- 
ted that  the  delays  and  vexations  incident  to  protracted 
negociation  should  lead  to  some  sentiments  and  emotions 
in  some  portions  of  the  community ;  it  was  undoubtedly 
to  be  expected,  in  this  free  country,  that  the  measures 
and  motives  of  government,  especially  while  they  are 
covered  in  some  degree  by  the  necessary  reserve,  should 
not  from  every  man  receive  a  like  favourable  construc- 
tion. It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  general  sentiment, 
that  in  the  present  relation  between  Russia  and  Turkey 
there  had  been  overbearing  aggression  on  the  part  of  the 
former  power,  should  lead  to  some  anxiety — with  eager 
minds  especially — for  marked  and  positive  demonstra- 
tions on  the  part  of  England  against  that  aggression  :  but 
I  will  venture  to  say  that  her  Majesty's  government 
don't  feel  in  the  least  disposed  to  shrink  from  any  por- 
tion of  the  responsibility  which  they  h;ive  assumed  in 
making  every  effort, — or  hoping,  I  would  say,  if  it  were 
necessary,  against  hope  and  beyond  hope,  but  happily  it 
is  notnecessary , — in  hoping  to  the  utmost  that  they  might 
be  enabled  to  achieve  the  avoidance  of  that  frightful 
calamity  a  general  war.  No  doubt,  the  blood  of  English- 
men is  up  when  they  see  oppression  or  aggression  going 
on ;  no  doubt,  the  contest  of  stronger  with  weaker 
appeals  to  those  feelings  which  we  feel  to  be  eminently 
national ;  no  doubt,  the  lapse  and  consumption  of  time 
without  apparent  result  is  trying  to  the  patience  of  the 
community  :  but  let  me  venture  to  say  this — that  the 
true,  the  truest  measure  of  the  real  greatness  of  a  people 
lies  in  its  power  of  self-command  and  self-restraint.  That 
self-command  and  self-restraint,  whether  in  nations  or 
individuals,  are  always  liable  to  be  mistaken  for,  and 
are  also  certain  to  be  charged  as  indifference,  as  feebleness, 
or  as  cowardice.  We  know,  I  trust,  the  difference — we 
know  that  that  dignified  patience,  and  that  sense  of  duty 
as  men  and  as  Christians  which  makes  us  value  peace, 
does  not  mean  a  want  of  readiness  to  vindicate,  when 
the  time  comes,  the  honour  of  this  country.  What  do 
we  mean  when  we  speak  of  a  general  war .'   There  is 


a  certain  glare  of  glory  about  the  operations  of  war 
which  appeals  to  some  of  the  elements  of  human  nature, 
and  makes  us  too  little  mindful  of  the  fearful  accom- 
paniments which  it  entails-  When  we  speak  of  general 
war,  we  don't  mean  real  progress  in  the  road  of  freedom, 
the  real,  moi-al  and  social  advancement  of  man,  achieved 
by  force.  This  may  be  the  intention,  but  how  rarely  is 
it  the  result  of  general  war !  We  mean  this — that  the 
face  of  nature  is  stained  with  human  gore;  we  mean 
that  bread  is  taken  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  people ;  we 
mean  that  taxation  is  increased  and  industry  diminished; 
we  know  that  it  means  that  burdens  unreasonable  and 
untold  are  entailed  on  late  posterity  ;  we  know  that  it 
means  that  demoralisation  is  let  loose,  that  families  are 
broken  up,  that  lusts  become  unbridled  in  every  country 
to  which  the  war  is  extended.  If  tint  be  a  true  descrip- 
tion, then  it  is  also  true  that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  a 
government  to  exercise  for  themselves  that  self-com- 
mand which  they  recommend  to  others,  and  to  labour 
to  the  very  utmost  for  the  adoption  of  any  and  every 
available  expedient  for  averting  such  a  frightful  scourge. 
I  am  certain — I  could  have  anticipated  it  before,  but  at 
this  moment  I  have  no  doubt,  after  the  manifestation 
you  have  given,  that  these  are  the  sentiments  which 
animate  the  peaceful  community  of  Great  Britain.  Those 
who  are  associated  together  in  the  works  of  industry  and 
enterprise — those  who,  as  practical  men,  come  into  close 
relation  and  close  observation  with  the  working  of  a 
public  policy — those  who  know  the  dangers  we  are 
encountering  know  tVie  difficulties  we  have  to  meet,  and 
by  their  confidence  we  shall  be  supported.  It  has  been 
announced  in  Parliament  more  than  once,  by  different 
members  of  Government,  that  her  Majesty's  advisers  are 
well  aware  of  their  duty  to  maintain  that  which  is  called, 
and  which  may  truly  be  called,  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  But  in  speaking 
of  the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire,  we  do  not  use  those  terms  in  the  same  sense  as 
we  should  speak  of  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
England  and  France  ;  because  we  know  that  the 
independence  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  describes  a  sover- 
eignty full  of  anomaly,  full  of  misery,  and  full  of 
difficulty — a  sovereignty  whose  affairs  for  five  years  to 
five  years,  and  ever  since  we  were  born,  has  commonly 
been  subject  to  European  discussion  and  interference. 
What  I  mean  is,  that  we  do  not  intend  to  settle  this 
important  matter  upon  the  deep  questions  which  may 
develop  themselves  out  of  the  peculiar  internal  organi- 
sation of  the  Ottoman  Empire  ;  for,  so  far  as  regards  the 
domination  of  the  Sultan,  we  are  presented  with  the 
political  solecism  of  the  Mahometan  faith  exercising 
what  may  be  called  a  despotism,  but  which  I  will  only 
call  a  domination — a  sovereignty — over  twelve  millions 
of  our  fellow  Christians.  We  don't  mean  to  enter  into 
that  question,  growing  out  of  the  state  of  things ;  but 
that  there  is  a  necessity  for  regulating  the  distribution 
of  power  in  Europe.  Where  there  is  a  certain  absorp- 
tion of  power  by  one  of  the  great  potentates,  which 
would  follow  the  fall  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  which 
would  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  world,  it  is  the 
duty  of  England,  at  whatever  cost,  to  set  itself  against 
such  a  result.  Now  that  principle  has  been  recognised 
in  all  the  discussions  on  which  all  the  measures  that 
connect  themselves  with  this  great  Eastern  question 
now  depend.  Having  made  that  recognition,  and 
having  laid  down  the  principle  that  it  is  not  right  that 
there  should  be  an  absorption  of  power,  and  that,  in  the 
event  of  that  taking  place,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  set  themselves  against  it,  I  may  express  a  trust, 
that  so  long  as  a  rational  hope  can  be  maintained,  we 
shall  have  a  maintenance  of  peace.  Now  that  is  what 
the  Government  have  really  done.  There  has  grown 
up  in  Europe  of  late  years  a  principle  to  combine  the 
great  Powers  for  the  settlement  of  differences  arising  in 
particular  parts.  Many  benevolent  persons  have  been 
desirous  of  bringing  about  a  system  of  international 
negociation  in  the  event  of  war.  But  it  is  an  opportunity 
on  which  I  think  we  may  observe,  not  without  satisfac- 
tion, that  some  degree  of  real  progress  has  actually  been 
made  and  exemplified  within  the  last  twenty  years  in 
the  history  of  Europe  towards  the  substitution  of  arbitra- 
tion for  war.  The  miseries  of  war  between  Belgium 
and    Holland    were    saved    by    the    intervention    of 
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cei'tain  of  the  great    Powers    of  Europe.      Not    by  a 
perfect  machinery,  but  yet  by  a  machinery  better  than 
no   machinery  at   all,  the  same   influence  of  the  great 
Powers  was  used  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  a  termina- 
tion the  divisions  and  civil  war  which  afflicted  Spain. 
In  other  European  questions  a  similar  influence  has  been 
exercised  with  similar  effect.    In  the  case  of  the  Ottoman 
dominions  themselves,  in  the  year  1810,  a  war  between 
the  Pacha  of  Egypt  and  the   Sultan  was  brought  to  a 
termination  by  the  influence  and  agency  of  the  great 
European  Powers.     The  kingdom  of  Greece  was  relieved 
from  the  desolating  scourges  of  war  by  a  similar  action 
on  the  part  of  the  great   Powers  of  Europe.     It   is  a 
great   blessing,  that   so   much  at  any  rate   should   be 
achieved.      It   is   quite   clear   that  these   are   cases   in 
which   the   eflFusion   of  human  blood   has   either   been 
prevented,  or   at  all  events  'its  continuance   has  been 
shortened,  by  positive  intervention,  and  by  intervention 
altogether  to   be   distinguished  from  that   principle   of 
meddlesome  intervention  which   would   involve   us   in 
particular  quarrels,  because  it  is  not  the  intervention  of 
one  officious  state  undertaking  to  settle  all  the  affairs  of 
its  neighbours, — it  is,  in  the  main,  the  intervention  or 
agency  of  states  who,  in  the  combined  affairs  of  Europe, 
have  a  riglit  to  say  to  Europe,  with  something,  at  any 
rate,    like  authority — to  say  to  particular  corners  and 
portions  of  Europe,  '  You  shall  not  prejudice  the  general 
peace,   and  you  shall  not   set  us  all   by   the  ears   on 
account   of  your  little   petty  local  interests ;  '    and   to 
recommend    to   them    arrangements   which    xipon   the 
whole  it  has  been  found  for  the  interest  and  compatible 
with  the  satisfaction  of  parties  to  embrace.     The  way 
of  peace  and  negociation  is  undoubtedly  devoid  of  that 
romantic  interest  which  attaches  to  heroic  achievements 
in  war.     I  fully  admit  it  is  liable  to  be  beset  and  clogged 
with  delays,  and  intrigue,  and  chicane.     That  is  quite 
true ;  but  if  the  result  is  the  saving  of  the  eff'usion  of 
human  blood,  and  the  averting  the  calamity  which  would 
disturb  the  operations  of  industry  and  deprive  nations  of 
their    subsistence,   surely  the    sacrifice   is    small,   and 
surely   the    reward  is    adequate.      Now,    Mr.    Mayor, 
I   have   detained    you  much    longer — led    onwards,   I 
must    say,    by  your  kindness    and    indulgence — much 
longer   in   regard   to   a  matter  of  foreign   policy,  than 
I  had  intended.      The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
you   must  know,   in  his   official    capacity,   is   opposed 
pretty    nearly    to    all    wars ;    at   the    same    time,    the 
present  Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer,  in   his    official 
capacity,  is  really  of  opinion  that  financial  arrangements, 
good  financial  arrangements,   are  among  the  most  im- 
portant preparations  for  war,   when  war  is  necessary  ; 
and  I  frankly  own  that,  as  far  as  finance  is  concerned,  I 
really  don't  think  that  England  has  often  been  better 
prepared  than  she  is  at  this  moment.  Matters  have  been 
reduced  to  a  state  of  simplicity  ;  and,  as  I  adverted  to 
certain  persons  who  were  more  anxious  for  resort  to  arms 
than  I  could  wish,  I  really  suppose  that  those  gentlemen 
are  satisfied  with  the  present  legislative  acceptance  of 
the  income-tax  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  its  being 
embodied  in  an  act  of  Parliament  for  the  term  of  seven 
years.     They  think  it  might  be  very  convenient  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  that  may  double,  perhaps  triple,  that  income- 
tax  ;  a  very  simple  operation,  I  assure  you,  as  far  as  the 
House  of  Commons  is  concerned.    About  twelve  months 
since  we  had  another  measure  that  promised  a  good  deal 
of  money — namely,    doubling  the   house-tax ;  perhaps, 
possibly,  there  might  be  a  portion  of  the  community  with 
whom  that  measure  would  become  very  popular.     At 
any   rate,  I   assure   you   that  it  is  not  in  my  separate 
capacity,  as  having  the  peculiar  charge   of  the   public 
finances,  that  I  deprecate  war  ;  it  is  because  we  are  all 
of  us  advisers  of  the  crown,  necessarily  dependent  one 
and  all  in  this  great  and  vital  subject  of  European  policy ; 
and  because,  whether  as  a  minister,  a  Christian,  or  a 
man,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  those  are  the  principles  by 
■which  the  government  will  endeavour  to  secure,  as  you 
have   stated,  '  the   honour   of  the  crown  and  the  best 
interests    of   the   country.' "     The   remainder   of   Mr. 
Gladstone's  speech  was  upon  commercial  and  financial 
topics.     He  was  enthusiastically  cheered  by  the  crowded 
assembly. 

From  the  usual  Abstract  of  the  Revenue  for  the  years 
and  quarters   ended   10th   October   1852   and   1853,  it 


appears  that  the  increase  on  the  year  in  the  Customs  was 
361, 519^,  and  on  the  quarter,  120,667^.  In  all  the  ordi- 
nary departments  of  the  revenue,  except  the  Miscel- 
laneous, there  is  an  increase  on  the  year ;  but  the 
quarterly  return  is  not  quite  so  favourable.  The  Post- 
office  shows  an  unexplained  falling  off' to  the  extent  of 
2.5,000/.  ;  and  the  Assessed  Taxes  show  a  deficiency  of 
29,896/.  In  the  amount  derived  from  the  Property-tax 
there  is  an  increase  of  201,191/.  on  the  year,  but  only 
21,467/.  on  the  quarter ;  which,  however,  aff'iirds  no  in- 
dication of  what  the  extension  of  the  tax  will  produce, 
as  the  first  half-year  did  not  fall  due  till  after  t!ie  10th 
October.  As  regards  the  tax  on  Successions,  it  will  be  a 
considerable  time  before  any  precise  estimate  can  be 
formed  of  what  it  is  likely  to  produce.  Taking  into 
account  the  reduction  of  Tea  and  Sugar  duties,  both  of 
which  have  been  in  operation  for  the  last  three  months, 
and  the  abolition  of  the  Soap  and  Advertisement  duties, 
the  returns  for  the  quarter  are  highly  favourable.  Oa 
the  three  items  of  Customs,  Excise,  and  Stamps,  the 
total  increase  amounts  to  221,883/.  High  wages  and 
full  employment  are  sufficient  to  account  for  this  satis- 
factory state  of  things. 

A    Dejnitation   J'rom    the    Borough  of   Southwark, 
headed   by  Mr.    Thomas   Buncombe,   member   for  the 
Borough,  waited  on  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  on  the  21st, 
in  pursuance  of  a  public  meeting  at  which  resolutions 
had  been  passed,  condemning  the  practice  of  secrecy  in 
diplomacy,    as   calculated   to   keep   the   people   of  this 
country  in  ignorance  as  regarded  their  foreign  relations ; 
referring   to  the  misunderstanding  at  present  existing 
between  Russia  and  Turkey ;  and  pledging  the  meeting 
to  support  the   government   in  resisting  the  encroach- 
ments of  Russia  on  the  Turkish  Empire.     An  address 
to  this  effect  having  been  read.  Lord  Clarendon  replied. 
He  justified  theconductof  the  government  in  withholding 
explanations  on  the   subject  of  the  Turkish   question. 
"There   is   no   one,"  he   said,  "  who  more   fully  than 
myself  recognises  the  entire  right  of  the  people  of  this 
country  to   be  clearly  informed  of  all  the  acts  of  the 
servants  of  the  Crown,  and  minutely  to  scrutinise  those 
acts  when  they  have  come  to  their  knowledge.     This 
has  always  been  the  practice  as  regards  domestic  affairs, 
but  in   foreign   affairs    you   will   admit   that   there   is 
necessarily  a  different  practice.      In  that  case,  not  only 
our  own  affairs,  but  those  of  foreign  nations  are  con- 
cerned ;    and    having   had  personally  a    good   deal  of 
experience  in   such  matters,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but   abroad,  I   can  assure   you  that,   difficult  as  nego- 
ciations  sometimes  are  now,  carried  on  in  the  ordinary 
way,  they  would  become  absolutely  impossible,  if  at  each 
progressive  stage  they  were  to   be  brought  before  the 
public,  and  to  become  the  subject  of  public  discussion — 
of  open  and  free  discussion,  as  in  the  case  of  our  domestic 
affairs.     Therefore  it  is  not  from  the  slightest  wish  to 
favour  mystery,  that  the  proceedings  not  only  of  this, 
but  of  all  governments,  are  withheld  from   the  public 
while  in  an  incomplete  state,  but  it  is  from  the  danger 
of  defeating  our  own  objects,  from  a  sense  of  what  is 
due  to  the  public  interest,  that  not  only  this,  but  all 
governments,  and  all  parliaments  have  sanctioned  the 
practice — have  declined  the  production  of  papers  till  the 
negociations  to  which  they  referred  had  been  brought 
to  a  conclusion.     When  the  affairs  are  concluded,  then 
the  public  rfave  a  right,  through  parliament  or  other- 
wise, of  having  the  document  submitted  to  them,  and  of 
approving  or  condemning  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment."     With   respect  to   the   Turkish   question,   the 
subject  more  immediately  at  issue,  his  Lordship  said: 
"  I   have  no  hesitation   in  telling  you  that  a  peaceful 
solution   of  this  question  has   been  the   object   of  her 
Majesty's  government.     It  would  be  highly  criminal  if 
the  government  sought  any  other  solution.     Those  who 
know  what  are  the  calamities  of  war  do  not  rush  lightly 
into  it,  and  it  is  our  object,  if  possible,  to  guard  ourselves, 
but  more    especially   Turkey,   from    those   calamities. 
But,  on  the  other   hand,  I  consider  that  there  is  one 
calamity  greater  than  war,  and  that  is  national  dishonour, 
a  price  at  which  I  can  assure  you  peace  will  not  be 
preserved  by  her  Majesty's  government.      As  I  said  at 
first,  I  will  not  enteral  any  length  into  the  details  of 
the  policy  we  are  pursuing,  but  content  myself  with 
saying  that  we  are  so  fully  alive  to  the  British  and 
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European  importance  of  maintaining  the  Ottoman 
empire,  that  the  deputation  may  rest  assured  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  intention  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government  of  abandoning  Turkey." 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  Housebreaker  has  been  captured  by  a  lady  at  Liver- 
pool. On  Saturday  evening  the  1st  instant,  Mrs. 
Elliot,  wife  of  Mr.  JElliot  of  Camden  Street,  on  going 
into  her  bed-room,  found  that  her  jewel  case  on  the 
dressing-table  had  been  meddled  with,  and  that  various 
articles  were  disarranged.  She  was  questioning  the 
servant,  whom  she  had  called  into  the  room  for  that 
purpose,  about  the  matter,  when  she  suddenly  perceived 
a  man's  feet  projecting  slightly  from  under  the  bed. 
She  ordered  tlie  girl  to  go  into  the  street,  being  careful 
to  shut  the  front  door  after  her  to  keep  the  thief  in,  and 
seek  for  a  policeman.  The  robber,  hearing  this 
energetic  instruction,  sprang  from  his  imperfect  place  of 
concealment,  and  made  a  rush  at  the  chamber  door. 
Mrs.  Elliott,  however,  threw  herself  in  his  way,  and 
grasped  him  with  a  firmness  and  tenacity  which  resisted 
the  fellow's  strenuous  exertions  to  shake  her  off.  The 
servant  girl  returned  in  a  few  seconds  with  an  officer, 
and  the  burglar  was  given  into  custody.  The  most 
singular  part  of  the  matter  is,  that  some  time  ago  the 
same  courageous  lady  received  the  thanks  of  a  grand  j  ury 
in  Liverpool  for  a  similar  capture  of  a  housebreaker  in 
her  premises.  The  prisoner,  J.  Tutty,  a  man  well  known 
to  the  police,  was  sent  for  trial  at  the  sessions. 

An  extraordinary  attempt  at  Housebreaking  has  been 
made  at  Glasgow.  Mr.  D.  C.  Rait,  the  most  extensive 
jeweller  in  Scotland,  has  a  shop  in  Buchanan  Street ; 
above  it  is  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Co. 
On  Satuiday  night  the  1st.  instant,  two  men,  by  means 
of  a  false  key,  got  admission  to  the  warehouse.  They  cut 
a  hole  in  the  floor,  to  get  admission  to  the  jeweller's  shop  ; 
but  they  were  foiled,  for  between  the  warehouse-floor  and 
the  shop-ceiling  there  are  iron  plates.  The  burglars  then 
removed  the  hearthstone,  sawed  through  the  joists, 
broke  the  plaster,  and  descended  by  means  of  a  rope 
into  the  s-hop.  There  they  made  a  selection  of  diamond 
rings,  chains,  brooches,  and  other  costly  articles,  valued 
at  more  than  2000^.,  which  they  deposited  in  a  japanned 
leather  hand-bag.  They  ascended  the  rope,  traversed 
the  warehouse,  and  descended  the  stnirs  towards  an  iron 
gate  at  the  end  of  a  court,  once  through  which  they 
would  have  been  pretty  safe  to  get  clear  ofl"  with  their 
booty.  It  happened,  however,  that  a  private  watchman 
attached  to  the  court  had,  some  little  time  before,  opened 
the  iron  gate,  and,  after  locking  it  behind  him,  stumped 
up-stairs  (he  has  a  wooden  leg)  ;  but,  hearing  a  noise  at 
Messrs  Campbell's  door,  which  he  had  already  passed, 
he  returned,  and  from  a  recess  on  the  stair,  the  two  men 
confronted  him.  One  of  them  instantly  seized  him  by 
the  throat,  threw  him  down,  and  attempted  to  cover  his 
mouth  with  his  hand.  This  the  old  man  resisted,  and 
called  out  so  loudly,  that  he  attracted  the  notice  of  a  day 
police-officer,  who  happened  luckily  to  be  passing  along 
Buchanan  Street  at  the  moment.  He  made  his 
appearance  at  the  grated  door;  when  the  burglars, 
seeing  that  their  position  had  become  dangerfus,  rushed 
up-stairs,  and  sprang  into  the  court  from  a  window 
about  sixteen  ieet  high.  They  immediately  took  to 
their  heels ;  and  as  the  streets  were  quite  still  at  the 
time,  one  of  them  got  clear  ofl"  unpursued.  The  police- 
man chaced  the  other  ;  who  ran  into  a  court  which  was 
closed  at  one  end  with  a  door,  and  there  he  was  secured. 
The  robbers  had  left  the  bag  of  plunder  on  the  stairs  o*" 
the  warehouse.  The  man  who  was  taken  is  a  young 
Englishman,  who  calls  himself  Jackson.  He  had  been 
staying  at  one  of  the  principal  hotels,  and  had  made 
several  purchases  at  Mr.  Kait's.  He  had  sent  his 
luggage  to  tlie  railway  terminus,  and  if  the  robbery  had 
not  been  frustrated,  he  would  probably  have  got  off  for 
England  by  the  Sunday  afternoon  train  ;  in  all  proba- 
bility the  burglary  would  not  have  been  discovered  till 
Monday  morning,  and  the  accomplished  artists  Avould 
have  had  a  good  start  for  the  disposal  of  their  plunder. 

A  daring  attempt  at  Garrotte  Robbery  was  made 
near   Dunlern.line   on    Sunday   eveniDg   the  2nd   inst. 


About  eight  o'clock,  as  Dr.  White  was  on  his  way  to 

Dunfermline  accompanied  by  his  servant  boy  in  his 
gig,  a  man  and  a  woman  met  them.  The  man  sprung 
forward  and  seized  the  reins  and  drew  the  horse  to  the 
side  of  the  road.  The  doctor,  taking  it  for  a  drunkeii 
frolic,  tried  to  coax  the  fellow  to  let  the  horse  go.  He 
held  on,  however,  and  when  Dr.  White  saw  he  was  not 
disposed  to  relinquish  his  hold,  he  gave  the  boy  the- 
reins  and  leapt  out  of  the  gig.  The  woman  called  out, 
"Don't  be  afraid,  doctor,  he  will  not  harm  you."  He 
then  went  up  to  him  and  requested  him  to  desist,  but 
as  soon  as  they  were  close  together  the  fellow  sprang 
upon  the  doctor,  tripped  up  his  feet,  and  threw  himself 
upon,  and  attempted  to  choke  him  by  twisting  his- 
neckcloth.  The  woman  also  threw  herself  on  him  and 
attempted  to  loosen  his  great  coat,  which  was  tightly 
buttoned  up  to  the  throat,  her  object  apparently  being 
to  take  what  money  she  could  get  whilst  the  man  held 
him  down.  Fortunately  the  doctor's  neckcloth  came 
away,  which  relieved  him,  when  he  seized  the  man  by 
the  throat,  and  after  a  severe  struggle  succeeded  in 
getting  uppermost,  when  he  got  out  of  the  fellow's  grip 
and  leapt  into  the  gig  and  drove  away.  He  had  gone  a 
very  short  distance  when  he  met  a  number  of  men  with 
whom  he  returned  and  overtook  the  robber,  who  was 
secured  and  lodged  in  Dunfermline  gaol.  His  name  is 
John  Gillon,  an  Irish  coal  hewer  at  Halbeath.  The 
woman  is  his  wife. 

A  very  audacious  Hobbery  was  perpetrated  on  the 
evening  of  the  4th,  about  two  miles  from  Faversham, 
near  the  Canterbury  road.  Five  men,  masked,  entered 
a  cottage,  seized  a  man,  his  wife,  and  a  labourer,  and 
tied  their  hands ;  one  was  left  as  a  guard  over  the 
prisoners ;  the  others  proceeded  to  the  neighbouring 
house  of  Mr.  Monk,  a  cattle-dealer.  They  seized  him, 
his  housekeeper,  and  a  boy,  tied  their  hands  behind  their 
backs,  and  put  them  in  a  cellar ;  the  other  three 
prisoners  were  brought  from  the  cottage  and  put  in  the 
cellar  also.  Then  tlie  robbers  regaled  themselves,  took 
50^.  in  notes,  some  watches,  clothing,  and  other  articles, 
put  them  in  Mr.  Monk's  cart  and  drove  off.  Some 
neighbours  saw  them  pass  along ;  but  the  villains 
escaped  capture  for  a  time. 

A  man  who  had  been  Cut  off  with  a  SJiilling  by  his 
father's  will,  brought  an  action  for  recovery  of  the 
legacy  in  the  Liverpool  County  Court.  The  plaiiitifi^ 
was  a  surgeon  at  Halifax,  named  Theakstone  ;  the  action 
was  brought  against  his  brot'ner  for  51.  Is.,  the  .■■hilling 
being  the  amount  of  the  legacy,  while  the  51.  was 
claimed  for  the  trouble  and  expense  he  had  been  put  to 
in  professional  services  in  applying  for  payment  of  the 
shilling.  The  defendant  paid  the  legacy,  together  with 
Is.  \\d  costs,  into  court.  The  plaintifi''s  counsel  applied 
for  costs  upon  the  whole  amount  sued  for,  which  the 
judge  declined  to  grant,  observing  that  he  hoped  it 
would  be  the  last  time  he  should  be  called  upon  to  try  a 
cause  for  a  shilling.  There  was  no  pretence  for  a  claim 
of  bl.,  and  the  judgment  must  be  for  the  defendant.  If 
the  plaintifl''s  father  in  the  present  case  had  left  him 
some  relic,  there  might  have  been  some  pretence  tor  the 
action,  but  he  did  not  understand  a  person  who  had 
been  "  cut  off  with  a  shilling  "  bringing  an  action  to 
recover  it.  The  judge  further  remarked  that  he  once 
tried  an  action  of  trover  brought  to  recover  a  shilling, 
and  nonsuited  the  plaintifT,  who  brought  a  fresh  action 
for  ninepence.  The  pleadings  in  both  actions  were 
drawn  by  counsel,  and  the  cause  ultimately  went  to  the 
court  above,  at  an  expense  of  about  50/.  on  each  side. 

Two  Iri'li  tailors,  Donoghue  and  Donovan,  were 
brought  before  the  Lord  Mayor,  on  the  10th,  charged 
with  a  Street  Bote  and  an  Assault  on  the  Police.  They 
had  been,  at  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  seen  by 
the  policemen  in  Duke's-place,  fighting  a  couple  of  bull- 
dogs, amidst  a  crowd  of  vagabonds  of  both  sexes,  and 
the  whole  neighbourhood  was  in  a  state  of  alarm,  many 
having  started  out  of  their  beds  in  the  belief  that  the 
whole  city  was  on  fire,  such  was  the  shouting  and 
roaring  of  the  multitude.  The  policeman,  upon  en- 
deavouring to  separate  the  dogs,  received  the  unsavoury 
contents  ofa  jug  which  was  thrown  at  him  by  Donoghue, 
and  Donovan  joined  in  the  assault.  There  were  several 
other  tailors  at  the  dog-fight,  and  the  policeman  would 
have  been  completely  overwhelmed  if  another   of  the 
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force  had  not  run  to  his  aid,  and  enabled  him  to  get  his 
staff  from  his  pocket,  at  the  flourish  of  which  all  the 
trade  disappeared.  The  Lord  Mayor  committed  the 
defendants  to  the  House  of  Correction,  the  one  for  seven, 
and  the  other  for  three  days.  His  lordship  said  that  at 
the  end  of  his  mayoralty  he  would  have  to  declare  that 
the  most  unmanageable  people  with  whom  his  experience 
as  chief  magistrate  had  made  him  acquainted,  were 
those  who  belonged  to  the  trade  and  mystery  of  the 
thimble,  notwithstanding  the  quiet  and  unobtrusive 
nature  of  their  general  employment,  (laughter.)  The 
moment  a  set  of  disturbers  of  the  peace  were  brought 
before  him  he  guessed  that  the  majority  were  tailors, 
and  he  was  never  yet  mistaken  in  the  opinion. 

This  case  was  followed  by  another  of  a  similar  sort. 
John  Bryant,  a  drunken  fellow  in  tatters,  was  charged 
with  having  disturbed  a  neighbourhood  on  Saturday 
night,  with  having  insisted  upon  going  to  bed  in  the 
street.  A  policeman  said  the  defendant  had  given  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  to  the  police,  and  that  he  had  on 
that  particular  occasion  alluded  to  not  only  kept  up  a 
roaring  noise  in  the  street  and  shoved  people  about,  but 
that  he  had  actually  stripped  himself  of  his  clothes,  and 
laid  himself  down  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  sleep. — 
The  Lord  Mayor — Were  there  any  females  present  ? 
Policeman — Certainly,  my  lord,  a  great  many.  The 
Lord  Ma^  or— What  is  this  man  ?  Policeman — He  is  a 
drunken  tailor,  please  your  lordship.  The  Lord  Mayor 
— I  thought  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  ask  the  question. 
He  must  go  for  twenty-one  days  to  Bridewell. 

Mary  Ann  Elder,  a  young  girl  of  modest  demeanor, 
but  destitute  appearance,  was  brought  before  the  sittitig 
magistrate,  at  Guildhall,  on  the  10th,  charged  with  Break- 
ing a  Street  Lamp,  value  \s.  6d.  A  policeman  stated 
that  about  a  quarter  past  three  o'clock  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing the  prisoner  was  loitering  in  Skinner-street.  He 
asked  her  what  she  was  loitering  about  for,  and  she  re- 
plied that  she  was  starving.  She  had  been  at  the  Smith- 
field  police-station  on  Friday  night,  and  she  was  sent  to 
the  West  London  Union.  She  received  an  order  for  ad- 
mission to  the  King's  Cross  House  of  Refuge,  but  was 
refused  admittance.  From  Thursday  morning  until 
Sunday  morning,  she  had  had  nothing  to  eat  but  a  half- 
penny loaf.  He  requested  her  to  go,  but  she  said  that 
she  wanted  to  go  to  prison,  and  she  took  up  a  stone  and 
broke  a  pane  of  glass,  the  property  of  the  gas  company. 
He  then  tO(ik  her  into  custody  and  brought  her  to  the 
station.  The  magistrate  asked  the  prisoner  if  she  had 
any  money  to  pay  for  the  pane  of  glass  ?  The  prisoner 
replied  that  she  had  not,  and  in  answer  to  further 
questions  stated  that  she  was  born  in  Shoreditch  ;  that 
neither  her  father  nor  mother  were  living,  that  she  had 
no  friends,  and  that  she  had  for  some  time  been  living 
in  the  country.  Mr.  Pontifex,  on  behalf  of  the  gas 
company,  said,  they  did  not  wish  to  have  her  punished. 
They  believed  she  had  committed  the  offence  from  sheer 
destitution.  The  magistate  enquired  of  Mr.  Pontifex  if 
he  was  willing  to  take  charge  of  the  girl,  because,  being 
in  so  destitute  a  condition,  she  would,  if  dismissed,  break 
«ome  more  lamps.  Mr.  Pontifex  said  he  could  not  un- 
dertake to  take  care  of  her.  The  girl  was  then  sentenced 
to  seven  days'  imprisonment.  Her  appearance  and  des- 
titute condition  excited  the  greatest  commiseration 
among  all  persons  in  the  court. 

The  Treatment  of  Prisoners  in  Winchester  Gaol  was 
the  subject  of  an  investigation  before  a  coroner's  jury 
held  at  the  Queen's  Prison,  Southwark,  on  the  11th 
inst.,  on  the  body  of  William  Jones,  aged  53,  an  inmate 
of  that  prison  (to  which  place  he  had  been  removed  by 
habeas  corpiis  from  Winchester  Gaol  about  three  months 
ago)  where  he  had  died  of  fever.  The  principal  witness 
was  William  Sills  Poulton,  a  debtor  in  the  Queen's 
Prison,  who  said  that  he  had  been  a  prisoner  in  Win- 
chester Gaol  for  twelve  months  before  he  was  removed 
on  the  17th  of  April  to  the  Queen's  Prison.  During 
seven  months  of  that  time  he  never  tasted  animal  food, 
and  no  sustenance  whatever  but  bread  and  gruel.  He 
■was  in  that  prison  for  debt.  It  is  a  gaol  for  felons  as 
■well  as  for  debtors.  When  a  man  first  went  there  he 
■was  put  into  the  sheriff's  ward,  which  is  a  place  for 
debtors,  where  they  were  kept  for  fourteen  days ;  but 
if  they  did  not  settle  their  debt  or  make  application  to 
the  Insolvent  Court  they  were  removed  to  what  was 


termed  the  convict  prison.  The  diet  for  Sundays  was, 
for  breakfast,  one  pint  of  gruel  and  four  ounces  of 
bread ;  for  dinner,  three  ounces  of  clieese  and  four 
ounces  of  bread.  In  the  evening  the  same  as  for  break- 
fast. Every  day  the  same  for  breakfast  and  supper. 
Monday  the  dinner  consisted  of  four  potatoes  weighing, 
perhaps,  half  a  pound,  and  four  ounces  of  bread. 
Tuesday's  dinner,  three  ounces  of  cheese  and  four 
ounces  of  bread.  Wednesday's  dinner,  the  same  as  on 
Monday  (four  potatoes).  For  Thursday's  dinner  they 
had  what  was  termed  a  quart  of  soup  and  four  ounces 
of  bread.  Friday's  dinner  consisted  of  three  ounces  of 
cheese  and  four  ounces  of  bread.  Saturday  they  had 
the  same  as  on  Thur3day  ;  they  had  no  meat  whatever. 
The  soup,  he  understood,  was  made  from  the  water  in 
which  the  felon's  beef  was  boiled.  He  had  been  con- 
fined in  bed  for  two  days  without  tasting  food,  because 
he  could  not  touch  the  prison  diet.  He  spoke  to  the 
doctor,  and  asked  him  for  a  little  tea,  but  he  made  no 
reply,  and  pointed  to  the  rejected  gruel.  All  the 
debtor  prisoners  there  were  kept  on  the  same  allowance. 
When  he  first  came  to  the  Queen's  Prison  he  was 
under  the  care  of  the  doctor  for  several  weeks,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  treatment  he  received  in  Winchester 
Gaol.  In  answer  to  a  juror  the  witness  said  he  under- 
stood the  dietary  was  regulated  by  a  bye-law  made  by 
the  visiting  justices.  He  had  complained  to  tlie  board, 
but  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  matter,  and  he  was 
soon  after  removed  to  this  prison.  The  Jury  returned 
the  following  verdict:  '"That  the  deceased  died  from 
fever,  and  the  jury  are  ^of  opinion  that  the  evidence 
given  before  them  as  to  the  dietary  of  the  debtors  in 
Winchester  Gaol  ought  to  be  inquired  into  by  the 
Secretary  of  State."  The  Coroner  said  he  should  send 
a  copy  of  the  verdict  and  of  the  depositions  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  as  he  considered,  after  what  had 
transpired  as  to  the  difi'erent  gaols  throughout  England, 
that  Winchester  Gaol  ought  to  be  inquired  into.  It 
was  entirely  out  of  his  jurisdiction  to  inquire  as  to  the 
dietary  of  a  prison,  and  the  general  treatment  in  gaols  ; 
but  it  ■was  a  matter  that  came  specially  under  the 
operation  of  the  royal  commission  appointed  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Stooke,  master  of  the  Queen  of  the  Teign,  two 
seamen,  and  two  Lascars,  have  been  sent  to  England  as 
prisoners  by  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  on  a  charge  of 
Murdering  Five  Lascars  on  the  High  Seas.  Thirteen 
Europeans  and  Lascars  accompanied  them  as  ■witnesses. 
The  accused  were  produced  before  the  Thames  Police 
Magistrate  on  the  27th  ult.  It  appeared  that,  when 
seven  hundred  miles  from  the  West  coast  of  Africa,  at 
night,  some  of  the  Lascars  on  board,  who  had  been 
shipped  at  Singapore,  armed  themselves  and  made  an 
attack  on  the  mate  and  an  English  mariner ;  the  mate 
receiving  many  wounds.  The  object  of  the  Lascars  was 
presumed  to  have  been  to  massacre  the  English  and 
seize  the  ship.  The  mate,  some  seamen,  and  the  master, 
had  a  bloody  conflict  with  the  mutineers,  and  overcame 
them  ;  five  were  killed,  and  the  prisoners  were  charged 
with  their  murder.  The  magistrate  remanded  the  case. 
The  two  Lascars  were  sent  to  prison,  but  bail  was  taken 
for  the  master  and  the  two  sailors.  The  inquiry  was 
resumed  on  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Bodkin  attended  by  order 
of  Lord  Palmerston.  Mr.  Stooke,  the  master,  and  the 
two  English  seamen,  were  first  placed  at  the  bar,  on  a 
charge  of  killing  five  Lascars.  The  only  witness  at  all 
adverse  to  them  was  Fairfold,  a  sailor ;  but  his  cross- 
examination,  and  the  evidence  of  others,  showed  that  he 
■was  a  discontented  man,  and  probably  mixed  up  in  some 
degree  with  the  mutiny  ;  Mr.  Stooke  had  ordered  him 
into  irons  for  complicity,  believing  that  he  had  under- 
taken to  steer  the  ship  to  California,  if  the  Lascars 
seized  it.  Mr.  Treatt,  the  chief  mate,  and  Mr.  Cumming, 
second  mate,  detailed  the  occurrences  on  the  night  when 
the  Lascars  were  killed ;  fully  proving  that  a  most 
desperate  attempt  to  murder  the  officers  had  been  made 
by  the  Lascars.  Both  mates  received  numerous  wounds. 
The  magistrate  considered  that  it  had  been  amply  shown 
that  there  was  a  mutiny ;  the  only  question  now  was  as 
to  the  necessity  for  killing  the  five  men — the  question 
whether  there  was  any  excess  of  violence.  The  case  was 
further  remanded  till  the  19th,  when  Mr.  Stooke  and  the 
two  seamen,   Northcote  and   Goldsworthy,   were   com- 
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mitred  for  trial  for  the  murder  of  the  five  Lascars,  bail 
bein?  taken  for  their  appearance  at  the  sessions.  Two 
Lascars,  Ali  and  Ahalt,  were  committed  for  assaulting 
Mr.  Treatt  the  chief  mate. 

A  Hoiisehreaker  has  been  Caupht  at  Manchester  in  a 
singular  way.  On  Sunday,  the  yth  inst,  about  two  in 
the'mnrniiia;,  he  entered  the  warehouse  of  Messrs.  John 
Hardins;  &"  Sons,  manufacturers,  by  a  window.  Here 
he  broke  open  a  desk  and  an  iron  chest,  obtaining  the 
halves  of  notes  to  the  value  of  IbL,  which  he  treated  as 
valueless,  and  threw  upon  the  floor.  He  next  took  a 
saw,  and  made  an  opening  through  the  floor  into  the 
shop  of  Mr.  Talk,  underneath.  To  make  as  little  noise 
as  possible,  he  lowered  a  piece  of  cloth  through  the  first 
opening  made  to  catch  all  the  pieces  of  ceiling  that 
might  fall.  Taking  a  piece  of  strong  cloth  from  Mr. 
Harding's  warehouse,  and  tearing  it  into  shreds,  he 
constructed  a  rope-ladder,  by  which  he  descended  into 
Mr  Falk's  shop,  where  he  filled  his  pockets  with  the 
more  portable  and  valuable  property,  and  selected  a 
large  quantity  more,  which  he  placed  in  a  table-cloth 
found  in  a  room  behind  the  shop.  There  was  no  one 
residing  on  the  premises,  and  therefore  no  doubt  all 
this  was  done  with  due  deliberation.  He  then  prepared 
to  depart  as  he  came,  but,  unluckily  for  him,  he  found 
a  brandy  bottle.  The  result  was  that  he  drank  too 
much,  fell  asleep,  and  did  not  awake  until  broad  day- 
light on  Sunday.  Not  willing  to  hazard  an  attempt  to 
retreat  in  the  day-time,  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
remain  on  the  premises  till  night  returned,  and  here  he 
•was  found  about  half-past  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  after- 
noon by  Mr.  Talk's  shopman,  who  called  at  the  shop  at 
that  hour  as  usual  to  see  if  all  was  safe.  The  thief  was 
behind  the  counter  when  Jacobs  entered,  and  en- 
deavoured to  pass  him  and  escape,  but  was  prevented, 
and  an  alarm  having  been  given  to  the  police  he  was 
secured  without  difficulty.  The  prisoner,  who  gave  the 
name  of  John  Norton,  is  about  18  or  19  years  of  age. 
He  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  next  assizes. 

A  Decision  Important  to  Emigrants  has  been  given  in 
the  Whitechapel  County  Court.  A  number  of  passen- 
gers who  came  from  Australia  in  the  James  Alexander, 
sued  Ridley,  the  master,  for  50^.,  for  breach  of  contract, 
in  each  case.  It  appeared  that  not  only  were  there  no 
"  bread,  butter,  suet,  raisins,  pepper,  and  mustard," — 
articles  which  h:ul  been  promised  in  the  dietary-table 
shown  to  the  plaintiffs, — but  the  biscuit  and  flour  were 
vile,  and  the  ship  was  so  badly  stowed  that  the  water  on 
deck  had  to  be  started,  and  the  passengers  were  reduced 
to  great  straits  for  want  of  it.  The  people  were  crowded 
together.  When  even  the  ship  put  into  Bahia,  the 
master  did  not  provide  the  requisite  food;  and  the 
vessel  was  afterwards  beating  about  in  the  ocean  with  a 
flag  of  distress  flying.  The  ship  Wave  succoured  the 
James  Alexander  with  some  pig-meal,  which  the 
passengers  had  to  use  in  place  of  flour.  It  was  urged 
by  a  solicitor,  that  the  owners  were  liable,  not  the 
master.  The  judge  decided  that  the  master  w-as  liable  ; 
and  gave  \Ql.  damages  in  each  case. 

On  Wednesday  night,  the  I'ith  inst.  an  atrocious 
Murder  wes  committed  at  the  Bull's  Head  public-house, 
Wolvey,  a  village  in  Warwickshire,  about  eight  or  nine 
miles  Irum  Lutterworth.  A  large  party  were  having  a 
kind  of  Michaelmas  holiday.  A  quarrel  began  about 
some  trifling  aftair  between  two  women,  when  a  young 
man  named  Joseph  Kowley,  and  a  married  man  named 
Joseph  Bolton,  both  about  27  years  of  a^e,  Ciitered  into 
the  dispute  which  these  women  had  begun.  From  fingry 
words  they  soon  got  to  blows  in  the  room  ;  the  lights 
were  put  out,  and  Bolton  drew  a  knife  from  his  pocket 
and  thrust  it  into  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  of  poor 
Rowley,  inflicting  such  a  deadly  wound  that  he  reeled 
into  his  brother's  arms  and  cied  in  ten  minutes.  The 
murderer  threw- the  deadly  weapon  through  the  window, 
ran  down  stairs,  went  home,  and  went  to  bed.  He  was 
soon  followed  by  proper  officers  and  taken  into  custody. 
Two  omnihus-drivers  have  been  committed  for  trial 
on  the  charge  of  Manslaughter  by  furious  driving.  On 
the  night  of  the  17th  instant,  a  Chelsea  and  Islington 
omnil)ns  and  a  Hackney  omnibus,  were  racing  along 
Great  Portland  Street,  when  one  of  them  ran  over  a 
man  named  Mason  who  kept  a  shell-fish  stall,  and 
injured  him  so  much  that  he  died  soon  after.     Mason's 


son  was  also  severely  hurt.  After  a  protracted  coroner's 
inquest,  the  two  drivers  Titus  May,  and  John  Wood, 
were  committed  for  trial. 

A  dreadful  Murder  and  Suicide  were  committed  on 
board  the  Countess  of  Wilton,  of  Liverpool,  on  her  home- 
ward voyage  from  China.  On  the  17th  of  May,  when  the 
ship  was  near  the  Indian  coast,  the  late  captain,  Mr. 
James  Crangle,  ordered  all  hands  on  deck.  The  chief- 
mate,  William  M'Fillen,  did  not  seem  inclined  to  perform 
his  duty,  and  the  master  sent  two  men  to  look  for  him. 
He  was  found  in  the  storeroom  under  the  cabin,  and  the 
captain  despatched  the  second-mate  to  bring  him  up  for 
disobeying  orders.  M'Fillen  was  met  approaching  the 
cabin,  and  the  master  ordered  the  seamen  away  in  order 
that  he  might  have  some  conversation  with  him 
privately.  A  cutlass  was  lying  on  the  table  in  the  cabin 
at  the  time.  Angry  words  were  passing  between  them. 
Soon  afterwards  the  second  mate,  heai-ing  a  noise  and 
some  heavy  groans,  looked  through  the  skylight,  but 
could  not  observe  anything.  He  called  the  crew,  and, 
arming  himself  with  wood,  went  down  to  the  cabin, 
where  to  his  horror  he  saw  the  lifeless  body  of  the 
captain  stretched  upon  the  floor,  and  M'Fillen  thrusting 
at  him  with  the  cutlass.  The  murderer  made  an  attempt 
to  escape  by  running  up  the  rigging,  but  he  was  pur- 
sued, secured,  and  chained  down  in  his  cabin.  About  a 
week  afterwards,  while  he  was  being  conducted  to  the 
water-closet,  duly  guarded,  he  made  a  sudden  spring, 
bounded  overboard,  and  was  drowned.  The  catastrophe 
is  attributed  to  the  free  use  of  ardent  spirits  on  board. 
The  master  is  said  to  have  been  often  in  liquor,  and 
while  in  that  condition  treated  the  chief-mate  with 
excessive  severity.  The  second-mate  took  command  of 
the  ship,  and  brought  her  safe  home. 

A  daring  Ilighway  Robbery  was  committed  near 
Bristol  on  the  evening  of  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Thomas 
Hamlin,  solicitor,  of  Red-hill,  was  returning  home  from 
Bristol  in  his  phaeton  about  S  o'clock,  accompanied  by 
his  articled  clerk,  when,  on  arriving  at  a  part  of  the 
road  called  Lullsgate,  a  man  was  observed  by  them  on 
the  higher  ground  on  horseback,  and  apparently  waiting 
the  coming  on  of  the  carriage.  Mr.  Hamlin  passed  this 
man,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  robber  rode  briskly  up 
to  the  near  side  of  the  phaeton  where  Mr.  Hamlin  was 
sitting,  and,  presenting  a  pistol  to  his  head,  demanded 
his  money.  At  the  same  time  another  man  on  horse- 
back kept  near  to  the  back  of  the  carriage.  Under  the 
dread,  and  with  no  means  of  resistance,  Mr._  Hamlin 
being  an  invalid,  the  robbers  obtained  a  booty  of  several 
pounds,  and  quickly  made  off.  The  man  who  acted  as 
principal  in  tliis  outrage,  was  closely  observed  by  Mr. 
Hamlin  and  his  clerk,  and  hopes  are  entertained  of 
their  apprehension,  as  two  men  answering  the  description 
were  subsequently  seen  and  traced  through  Ashton 
turnpike-gate  into  Bristol,  and  were  particularly  noticed 
by  the  different  policemen  on  duty  from  the  furious  way 
in  which  they  were  riding. 

Garotte  Robberies  are  frequent  in  Glasgow.  On  the 
night  of  Thursday,  the  20th  (the  Fast  Day),  an  elderly 
man  was  passing  through  Sauchiehall-lane,  on  his  way 
home,  a  little  the  worse  for  liquor,  when  he  was  set  on 
by  some  ruffians,  severely  garoited — his  throat  being  so 
roughly  compressed  as  to  make  bis  breathing  difficult 
for  fifteen  minutes  after — and  robbed  of  his  overcoat, 
three  sovereigns,  and  twenty  shillings  in  cash.  Between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  23rd,  a 
young  man  was  garotted  and  robbed  of  a  one  pound  note 
m  Renfield-street.  A  mason  named  John  Scott — who 
has  lately  concluded  an  eighteen  months'  imprisonment 
— and  a  butcher  named  John  Andrew,  were  caught  and 
apprehended  on  suspicion.  The  missing  note  was  not 
found  on  them;  but,  in  making  the  search,  they  were 
partially  stripped.  Scott's  overcoat  proved  to  be  the 
coat  stolen  from  the  old  man  who  had  been  garotted  in 
Sauchiehall-lane  on  the  previous  Thursday  evening,  and 
his  undercoat  proved  to  be  a  shooting  coat  stolen  some 
days  before.  A  handkerchief  was  also  found  in  his 
possession  that  was  one  of  those  carried  off  along  with 
the  coat.  Both  prisoners  have  been  remitted  to  the 
sheriff. 

Sir  Robert  Clifton,  Bart,  was  brought  before  the 
Marlborough  Police  Court  on  the  21st,  apprehended  in 
consequence   of  information,  given   by   Mr.   Samuel,  a 
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silversmith  in  the  Strand,  that  a  Duel  was  about  to  take 
place  between  him  and  Charles  Law  Fox,  Esq.,  of  the 
Guards.  Mr.  Samuel  now  said  that,  since  he  had  made 
the  application,  he  had  reason  to  belieye  that  he  had 
been  misinformed,  and  Sir  R.  Clifton  said,  that  to  the 
best  of  his  belief,  the  quarrel,  he  expected,  would  be 
amicably  settled.  The  magistrate  called  him  to  give  his 
own  recognizance  to  keep  the  peace  for  twelve  months. 
As  soon  as  the  parties  had  left  the  court,  one  of  Sir 
Robert's  military  friends  suggested  the  expediency  of 
giving  the  reporter  10?.  to  keep  the  matter  out  of  the 
newspapers,  but  the  defendant's  solicitor  said  that  would 
not  do,  as  lOd.  had  been  offered  on  another  occasion,  and 
had  not  only  been  refused,  but  the  circumstance  had 
been  mentioned  in  the  papers. 

An  Absconded  Delinquent  from  Liverpool  has  been 
Captured  in  Australia.  James  St.  Albin  Quinn,  a 
young  man  aboiit  22  years  of  age,  absconded  from  Liver- 
pool in  July  18-52,  with  about  1300^.,  the  property  of  the 
Messrs.  Train  and  Co.,  in  whose  establishment  he  was 
as  collector.  For  a  long  time  nothing  was  heard  of  him, 
until  a  gentleman  told  his  employers  he  had  met  him  in 
Melbourne-street.  Warrants  for  his  apprehension  were 
.  instantly  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Australia,  where  he  was  captured  and  brought  home  in 
the  Eagle,  which  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  the  22d  inst. 
After  committing  the  robbery  he  went  to  London,  from 
thence  to  the  continent,  and  afterwards  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  come  to  Liverpool,  where  he  succeeded  in 
eluding  the  police  and  embarked  on  board  the  Great 
Britain  on  the  21st  of  August,  1852.  He  was  brought 
before  the  Liverpool  Police  Court,  the  cashier  at  Messrs. 
Train  and  Co.'s  proved  the  I'obbery,  and  at  the  request 
of  Quinn,  a  remand  was  granted  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  legal  advice.  He  states  that  he  has  made 
5000?.  in  Melbourne  as  a  general  merchant,  but  he  was 
taken  away  so  suddenly  that  he  has  been  forced  to  leave 
it  behind  him.  When  arrested  he  had  only  ZQl.  and  a 
valuable  gold  watch. 

On  Saturday  night,  the  22nd  inst.,  a  brutal  Murder 
was  committed  in  Charles-street,  Williamson-square, 
Liverpool  (a  place  almost  entirely  frequented  by  the 
lowest  prostitutes,  thieves,  &c.)  Two  sailors,  named 
Crispin  and  Crimp,  were  standing  with  two  females,  and 
were  slightly  intoxicated,  when  they  were  suddenly 
attacked  by  a  foreign  sailor,  named  Emanuel  Montero, 
a  Spaniard,  who  stabbed  both  men  in  the  left  groin, 
almost  in  the  same  place,  and  without  the  slightest  pro- 
vocation. Crispin  died  from  the  effects  of  the  wound 
shortly  afterwards,  and  Crimp  lies  in  a  very  dangerous 
condition.  The  rufhan  made  off'  after  inflicting  the 
wounds,  but  was  arrested  on  Sunday  night.  A  coroner's 
inquest  has  retui-ned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  and  he 
has  been  committed  for  trial. 

At  the  Southwark  Police  Office,  on  the  22d,  Mr. 
John  Stokes,  a  person  of  considerable  property,  carrying 
on  an  extensive  business  as  a  wholesale  hardware  dealer 
in  Kent  Street,  Borough,  was  charged  with  committing 
a  series  of  aggravated  Assatilts  on  his  Wife.  The 
complainant,  a  respectable  middle-aged  woman,  who 
exhibited  a  black  eye  and  several  bruises  on  her  face, 
stated  that  she  had  been  married  to  the  defendant 
fifteen  years,  and  had  had  eleven  children  by  him. 
About  12  o'clock  at  night  she  was  sitting  in  the 
kitchen  with  one  of  the  younger  children,  when  he 
rushed  into  the  room,  and  pulled  her  out  of  the  chair, 
and  struck  her  on  the  face  and  eyes.  She  escaped  from 
the  house  and  ran  to  the  stationhouse,  when  a  constable 
returned  with  her,  and  she  was  again  admitted  into  the 
house.  Shortly  after  7  o'clock  her  husband  came  into 
the  room  and  pulled  her  out  of  bed  with  the  bedchjthes. 
She  opened  the  window  and  called  out  "Police!" 
but  no  one  came  to  her  assistance.  He  then  struck 
her  several  times  on  the  back  and  ran  away.  On  the 
previous  afternoon,  after  she  had  obtained  the  summons 
against  him,  she  went  to  her  brother's  house,  and, 
hearing  that  her  husband  had  called  after  her,  she  hid 
herself  in  the  coal  cellar.  He  came  there  and  pulled 
her  out  by  the  hair  of  her  head.  The  defendant  here 
stated  that  she  tormented  his  life  out.  She  was  either 
caressing  him  or  quarrelling,  and  then  she  would  at 
times  call  his  mother  vile  names. — The  wife  denied  his 
assertions.      He   brought  bad   women   into   the   house 


among  the  children  when  she  was  away,  and  all  she  did 
was  to  chide  him  for  it. — Jane  Meaking,  a  married 
woman,  residing  at  11,  Fox's-buildings,  said  she  saw 
the  defendant  pull  his  wife  out  of  the  coal  cellar  by 
the  hair  of  her  head.  In  answer  to  the  charge,  the 
defendant  said  his  wife  was  in  the  habit  of  keeping  out 
late  at  night,  and  then  she  came  home  generally  the 
worse  for  liquor,  when  she  always  abused  him  and 
aggi-avated  him  so  that  he  could  not  help  striking  her. 
He  knew  that  he  had  struck  her  repeatedly,  but  he 
could  not  help  it,  and  ho  was  sorry  for  it.  He  called 
his  son,  a  lad  about  14,  to  show  that  his  mother  aggra- 
vated his  father  and  threw  things  at  him,  but  he  corro- 
borated her  testimony  as  to  the  frequent  assaults.  Mr. 
A'Beckett,  after  carefully  investigating  the  case,  said  it 
was  very  distressing  to  have  such  a  one  before  him,  and 
he  was  glad  to  say  that  it  was  a  considerable  time  since 
he  had  had  to  adjudicate  in  such  a  matter.  To  his  own 
knowledge,  the  defendant  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ill- 
using  his  wife  for  years,  and  he  had  been  called  on 
several  times  to  adjudicate  between  them  ;  and,  although 
he  had  held  him  to  bail,  and  done  all  the  law  then 
allowed  him  to  do,  he  still  persisted  in  his  brutality. 
The  law  was  now  altered,  which  enabled  magistrates  to 
punish  such  persons  with  severity.  Therefore  he  should 
exercise  the  full  power  that  was  invested  in  him  by 
committing  him  to  the  House  of  Correction  for  six 
months,  with  hard  labour.  The  defendant  seemed  much 
surprised  at  the  decision,  and  on  leaving  the  court 
declared  that  he  was  a  ruined  man,  and  would  never 
live  to  return  home  again. 

At  the  ClerkenwelT  Police  Court  on  the  22nd,  William 
Green,  a  dissipated-looking  man,  was  charged  with  a 
most  revolting  Assault  on  Hannah  Oseman.  The  com- 
plainant, a  well-dressed  young  woman,  had  features  of  a 
frightlul  appearance,  occasioned  by  the  inhuman  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoner.  Her  evidence  created  much 
sympathy  and  indignation.  A  few  years  ago  she  was 
seduced  by  Green,  and, being  discarded  bythemembersof 
her  family,  went  to  live  with  him  as  his  wife,  and  by 
needle  work  contributed  to  their  joint  support.  Her 
health  failed,  and,  consequently,  she  was  unable  to 
labour  as  fornifrly,  which  unhappy  circumstance  the 
prisoner  took  advantage  of,  and  in  her  weakness  and 
fear  of  him  she  became  a  prostitute  to  maintain  him, 
notwithstanding  which,  he  commenced  a  system  of 
cruelty  almost  unprecedented,  finishing  on  that  morning 
by  beating  her  with  a  red-hot  poker,  burning  her  face  in 
the  dreadful  manner  it  then  presented.  Her  neighbours, 
hearing  her  cries,  rushed  into  her  apartment  to  assist 
her,  but  were  driven  back  by  the  ruffian,  who  broke  the 
poker  against  the  stone  mantelpiece  while  striking  at 
random.  A  police  officer  said  that  he  was  fetched  from 
the  station-house,  and  arrived  in  time  at  the  place 
described  to  prevent  murder.  It  was  with  extreme 
difficulty  he  captured  the  accused — in  fact  it  was  a  life 
and  death  struggle,  and  he  eventually  managed  to  fell 
the  prisoner  by  a  blow  on  the  head  with  his  staff.  The 
magistrate  complimented  the  constable  for  his  courageous 
behaviour*  and  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  hard  labour 
for  six  months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  to  find  two 
responsible  sureties  to  keep  the  peace  for  six  months,  or 
be  further  imprisoned  for  that  time. 

A  respectable  looking  middle-aged  man,  named 
Crawley,  was  charged  at  the  Thames  Police  Court  on 
the  24lh  instant,  with  cruelly  Ill-treating  his  ^^'lfe.  A 
police  sergeant  stated  that  about  -1  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning  he  was  passing  by  the  prisoner's  house,  when  he 
heard  the  screams  of  the  woman,  and  cries  of  "  murder." 
He  knocked  at  the  door,  and  it  was  opened  by  a  little 
boy,  who  directed  his  attention  to  his  mother,  who  was 
lying  on  the  floor  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  in  a  state 
of  nudity,  in  a  most  lamentable  condition.  Her  hands, 
legs,  and  feet,  were  made  fast  by  handkerchiefs  and 
cords,  the  blood  was  flowing  from  her  eyes,  nose,  and 
mouth,  and  there  were  extensive  bruises  and  contusions 
on  her  face,  back,  and  abdomen.  He  immediately  re- 
leased her,  and  covered  her  over  with  his  great-coat.  In 
answer  to  his  questions,  she  said  her  husband  had  ill- 
used  her,  and  that  she  had  been  laid  up  for  five  weeks. 
He,  therefore,  took  the  prisoner  into  custody.  The 
woman  had  since  been  in  the  workhouse.  The  prisoner 
said  he  had  been  almost  driven  to  a  state  of  madness  by 
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the  drunken  and  dissipated  habits  of  his  wife,  who  had 
brnken  up  her  home  several  times,  and  was  an  habitual 
drunkard.  His  earnings  as  a  cooper  had  for  some  time 
averaged  II.  18s.  per  week,  sufficient  to  support  his  wife 
and  children  in  respectability,  but  owing  to  the  continual 
drunken  and  disorderly  habits  of  his  wife  he  had  been 
completely  ruined,  his  children  were  grossly  neglected, 
and  he  had  no  place  fit  to  call  a  home.  She  had  re- 
peatedly stripped  her  children,  and  sold  or  pawned  their 
wearing  apparel  in  order  to  procure  liquor.  She  had 
repeatedly  threatened  to  kill  him,  and  had  taken  up 
knives  and  otlier  dangerous  weapons,  and  bad  more  than 
once  done  him  very  serious  injury.  She  had  been  drunk 
almost  daily  for  three  years,  a  nuisance  and  a  terror  to 
the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  in  whicli  she  lived,  a 
curse  to  her  children  and  himself,  and  devoid  of  all  feel- 
ing or  shame.  On  Saturday  night  she  was  mad  drunk, 
and  after  creating  a  great  disturbance  took  up  a  knife  and 
attempted  to  stab  him,  and  when  that  was  taken  from 
her  she  took  up  a  poker  and  threatened  to  dash  his  brains 
out  with  that.  She  then  set  to  and  wildly  destroyed 
nearly  every  thing  in  the  place,  and  then  stripped  her- 
self of  all  the  clothing  she  had  on.  She  was  about  to 
run  into  the  street  in  a  state  of  nudity,  when  she  was 
brought  back  by  a  young  man  in  his  employ,  and  by  a 
police-constable,  who  advised  that  her  hands  and  feet 
should  be  tied,  which  was  done,  and  she  remained  in 
that  state  till  the  police-sergeant  took  her  away.  The 
prisoner,  who  appeared  overcome  with  grief,  said  he  did 
not  know  what  to  do  ;  the  misery  he  had  endured  was 
indescribahle  ;  and  if  something  was  not  done  to  restrain 
his  wife,  she  and  his  children  would  be  involved  in  utter 
ruin,  and  a  violent  and  dreadful  death  'at  the  hands  of 
his  wife  would  be  his  doom.  He  then  handed  to  the 
magistrate  a  large  quantity  of  pawnbrokers'  duplicates 
relating  to  every  description  of  property  which  his  wife 
had  pawned.  This  tale  of  woe  was  fully  substantiated, 
when  the  magistrate  discharged  Mr.  Crawley,  and 
granted  a  warrant  against  the  wife,  who  was  imme- 
diately taken  into  custody  on  the  complaint  of  her 
husband.  The  result  was  that  she  was  ordered  to  find 
bail  and  be  of  good  behaviour,  especially  to  her  husband, 
for  three  calendar  months.  The  decision,  which  is  tan- 
t  imount  to  a  sentence  of  three  months'  imprisonment, 
was  received  with  a  murmur  of  applause. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  the  26th  inst., 
William  Mason,  a  respectable-looking  man,  described  as 
a  sailor,  pleaded  guilty  to  two  indictments  charging  him 
with  Ut/erinff  Forged  Bank  of  England  Notes.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  prisoner  had  been  for  a  (On-iderable  time 
engaged  in  transactions  of  this  description,  and  that  he 
was  the  associate  of  very  bad  characters.  In  1849,  and 
again  in  1851,  he  was  convicted  of  passing  counterfeit 
money,  and  upon  the  present  occasion  he  was  proved  to 
have  got  rid  of  two  forged  10/.  notes  and  three  51.  notes, 
in  the  space  of  eight  days.  The  prisoner,  who  appeared 
to  be  a  cripple  and  walked  upon  crutches,  entreated  the 
court  to  deal  mercifully  with  him.  He  declared  that  he 
had  always  viewed  crime  with  "  high  disgust,"  and  he 
had  only  been  driven  to  the  commissi.m  of  these  offences 
by  the  grievance  of  poverty  and  affliction.  Mr.  Justice 
Cresswell  said  it  was  impossible  under  the  circumstances 
to  place  any  reliance  upon  the  expression  of  the  disgust 
at  crime  made  by  the  prisoner  ;  and  although  in  some 
cases  be  might  perhaps,  taking  into  consideration  the 
condition  of  the  prisoner,  have  felt  himself  justified  in 
availing  himself  of  the  provisions  of  a  recent  act  of  par- 
liament and  pass  sentence  of  penal  servitude  instead  of 
transportation,  yet  in  the  present  instance,  taking  into 
consideration  the  previous  character  of  the  prisoner,  and 
the  very  serious  nature  of  the  offence,  and  the  misery 
that  in  many  instances  resulted  from  it,  he  felt  bound  as 
a  warning  to  others  to  pass  a  sentence  that  would  act  as 
an  example  to  others.  He  then  sentenced  the  prisoner 
to  be  transported  for  twenty  years. 

On  the  same  day,  a  young  woman  named  Elizabeth 
Hawkins,  a  widow,  was  indicted  for  Sttaling  seven 
spoons,  a  silver  mug,  six  gold  studs,  and  other  goods, 
and  six  sovereigns,  the  property  of  Jason  Willshire. 
The  prisoner  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  facts  deposed  to, 
in  answer  to  the  court,  disclosed  a  very  bad  case.  The 
prosecutor  is  a  farmer  at  Hayes,  Middlesex,  and  prisoner 
was  his  servant.     On  the  evening  of  the  ISlh  of  October, 


the  prosecutor  and  his  ■wife  went  out,  leaving  the 
prisoner  alone  in  the  house,  and  upon  his  return  got  in 
the  back  way,  no  one  coming  to  let  them  in.  Supposing 
the  prisoner  had  gone  to  bed  he  took  no  notice  of  the 
matter,  but  upon  getting  up  in  the  morning  he  found 
that  the  prisoner  had  left  the  house,  and  that  a  large 
quantity  of  property,  besides  that  named  in  the  indict- 
ment, was  missing.  He  instantly  applied  to  the  police, 
who  ascertained  that  in  less  than  half  an  hour  after  her 
master  had  gone  out  she  had  packed  up  the  property, 
and  went  to  a  fly  driver  in  the  neighbourhood  and  hired 
a  fly,  into  which  she  placed  two  boxes,  and  was  driven 
to  the  Drayton  Station  on  the  Great  Western  Railway, 
where  she  took  a  ticket  to  Windsor,  and  from  the 
Windsor  Station  she  was  traced  to  the  Star  and  Garter, 
where  the  constable  found  the  boxes  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  prosecutor's,  and  upon  searching  them 
found  all  the  things  excepting  the  ring,  the  spoons,  and 
the  money.  Shortly  after  this,  the  prisoner  came  in, 
and  being  taken  in  charge,  was  asked  where  the  money 
was,  and  whether  she  had  given  it  to  Archibald  Maclean. 
She  said  "  No,  no,"  and  begged  prosecutor  to  forgive  her 
and  not  take  the  soldier  in  charge.  When  she  got  to 
the  station  she  said  she  had  given  the  money  to  the  soldier 
Maclean,  who  is  a  private  in  the  Scutch  Fusilier  Guards. 
They  then  went  to  the  barracks  and  saw  Maclean,  and 
asked  him  if  he  had  received  any  money  that  day 
from  a  female,  and  he  said  "  No  ;  "  but  Sergeant-Major 
Macdonalds(m  handed  to  them  six  sovereigns  and  some 
silver,  which  they  had  found  in  Maclean's  quarters. 
When  the  prisoner  was  taken  she  had  a  basket  on  her 
arm,  in  which  was  found  the  silver  mug,  and  the  rest  of 
the  property  was  traced  to  a  pawnbroker's  in  Windsor. 
The  Common  Serjeant  said  the  case  was  a  very  bad  one, 
and  he  sentenced  her  to  foxir  years'  penal  servitude. 

The  grand  jury  on  the  26th  returned  a  Bill  not  found 
against  Mr.  Abraham  for  Manslaughter,  arising  out  of 
the  late  fatal  accident  in  the  Strand.  This  will  not  put 
an  end  to  the  proceedings  in  this  court,  as  defendant 
will  have  to  be  arraigned  and  a  verdict  taken  upon  the 
finding  of  the  coroner's  jury. 

An  account  has  been  received  of  the  Recovery  of  a 
Large  Sum  by  English  Detectives  in  America. — About 
four  months  ago,  Joseph  Price  absconded  from  the 
service  of  his  employer,  Mr.  Jones,  a  silk  merchant  in 
Raven-row,  Spitalfields,  taking  with  him  a  large  sum  in 
gold  and  notes.  The  thief  contrived  to  elude  every 
attempt  that  was  made  to  effect  his  capture ;  but  a 
suspicion  being  entertained  that  he  had  gone  to  America 
information  was  despatched  to  the  chief  of  the  New 
York  police.  The  case  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
a  young  officer  named  Field,  who  had  been  employed 
some  years  before  in  the  detective  department  at  Scot- 
land-yard ;  and  who,  in  company  with  another  officer, 
at  last  succeeded  in  tracing  the  fugitive  to  a  place  called 
Geneva,  in  the  state  of  Albany.  By  dint  of  considerable 
address  and  some  threats,  he  succeeded  in  extorting 
from  Price  no  less  than  1800/.  in  gold  and  notes,  and  a 
bank-book  on  the  Moorfields  Bank  for  150/.  On  his 
way  back  to  New  York  his  comrade  demanded  pos- 
session of  all  the  money,  which  Field  refused  to  give  up 
without  a  proper  receipt.  A  quarrel  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  his  giving  Field  into  custody  upon  an 
affidavit  made  at  the  police  court,  that  he  (Field)  was 
about  leaving  the  country  with  the  money.  Field,  how- 
ever, met  with  the  greatest  courtesy  from  Judge  Stewart, 
who  at  once  admitted  him  to  bail  on  his  own  recog- 
nisances ;  and  he  has  since  deposited  the  whole  of  the 
recovered  money  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
British  Consul. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 
DISASTER. 

A  FRIGHTFUL  accident  occurred  at  Gibraltar  on  the  17th 
of  September,  by  the  Explosion  of  a  Powder  Magazine 
used  by  the  30th  Regiment,  situated  at  the  furthermost 
or  south  end  of  the  rock  at  Windmill-hill.  The  disaster 
was  not  fully  accounted  for,  but  it  was  stated  that  a 
tobacco-pipe  was  found  near  the  spot,  thus  indicating 
that  the  accident  mny  have  arisen,  as  is  often  the  case. 
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from  the  incautiousness  of  persons  in  smoking.  The 
loss  of  life  was  very  lamentable  ;  five  out  of  the  six  men, 
all  belonging  to  the  30th,  who  were  at  work  in  the 
magazine,  were  killed,  and  the  sixth,  the  corporal  (in 
charge),  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  not  able  to 
utter  a  word.     He  was  not  expected  to  survive. 

An  Emigrant  Ship  has  been  Wrecked  on  the  Barra 
Islands,  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  with  a  deplorable 
loss  of  life.  She  was  the  Annie  Jane  of  Liverpool,  from 
which  port  she  sailed  on  the  9th  of  September,  bound 
for  Quebec  and  Montreal,  with  450  passengers.  The 
crew  numbered  45  men,  inclusive  of  captain  and  officers. 
Of  the  seamen,  about  12  were  natives  of  this  country — 
the  remainder  being  French  Canadians.  Of  the  pas- 
sengers about  100  belonged  to  Glasgow  and  the  West  of 
Scotland  ;  being  carpenters  and  other  artisans  who  were 
proceeding  under  engagement  to  work  at  some  public 
undertaking  in  Canada.  A  number  were  from  the  Isle 
of  Skye,  and  a  considerable  proportion  from  Ireland. 
There  were  above  a  dozen  cabin  passengers,  including 
Captain  Mason  and  his  wife.  The  majority  were  French 
Canadian  gentlemen  and  ladies.  The  vessel  had  made 
some  progress  across  the  Atlantic,  when  she  encountered 
the  fearful  south-westerly  gales,  which  disabled  her,  and 
rendered  her  unmanageable,  and  in  that  hopeless  con- 
dition was  driven  back  to  the  terrible  coast  of  Barra, 
one  of  the  Hebrides.  On  the  29th  of  September,  having 
got  into  Vaternish  Bay,  a  large  indentation  with  a 
sandy  beach,  she  was  driven  on  shore,  and  about  mid- 
night took  the  ground  with  a  fearful  shock.  All  the 
ofiBcers  and  crew  were  on  deck  at  this  fearful  conjunc- 
ture ;  anil  there  were  also  on  deck  a  large  number  of 
male  passengers,  who  held  on  by  ropes  and  rigging,  and 
with  feelings  of  despair  contemplated  their  impending 
fate.  Meanwhile  the  great  majority  of  the  passengers, 
including  all  the  women  and  children,  were  below  in 
their  berths,  but  the  striking  of  the  ship  gave  them 
a  fearful  wakening.  Many  rushed  on  deck  in  a 
state  of  nakedness ;  wives  clung  to  their  husbands, 
and  children  clung  to  both,  some  mute  from  terror, 
and  others  uttering  appalling  screams,  and  eagerly 
shrieking,  "  Is  there  no  hope .'  "  The  scene  is 
described  by  the  survivors  as  the  most  agonising  which 
it  could  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive. 
While  the  passengers  were  clustered  round  the  boats, 
and  within  a  very  few  minutes  after  the  ship  had 
grounded,  she  was  struck  by  a  frightful  sea,  which  in- 
stantly carried  away  a  dense  mass  of  human  beings  into 
the  watery  waste,  and  boats  and  bulwarks  went  along 
with  them.  In  this  at  least  a  hundred  perished.  The 
same  sea  carried  away  everything  moveable  fore  and  aft, 
but  still  a  great  many  of  the  crew  and  passengers  re- 
mained, who  had  secured  themselves  by  ropes  or  by 
some  temporary  fixtures.  The  great  majority  of  the 
■women  and  children,  as  well  as  some  of  the  male  pas- 
sengers, remained  below,  paralysed  by  terror.  But  their 
time  also  had  come.  The  beating  of  the  ship,  with  her. 
cargo  of  railway  iron,  must  have  immediately  beat  the 
bottom  out  of  her ;  and  while  her  fabric  was  in  this 
state,  another  dreadful  sea  broke  on  board,  and  literally 
crushed  that  part  of  the  deck  situated  between  the 
mainmast  and  the  mizenmast,  down  upon  the  berths 
below,  which  were  occupied  by  terror-stricken  women 
and  sleeping  children.  They  were  killed  rather  than 
drowned;  as  was  shown  by  the  naked,  mutilated,  and 
gashed  bodies  afterwards  cast  on  shore.  The  main  and 
mizen  masts  went  at  the  same  moment.  The  most  of 
the  remaining  seamen  and  passengers  now  took  refuge 
on  the  poop,  and  each  succeeding  assault  of  the  sea 
carried  away  its  victims.  Within  one  hour  after  the 
Annie  Jane  struck,  the  remaining  stumps  of  her  masts 
went  by  the  board,  and  she  broke  into  three  pieces.  An 
additional  number  perished  at  this  moment ;  and  all  the 
survivors  remained  on  the  poop,  with  the  exception  of 
seven  men,  who  had  secured  themselves  on  the  topgallant 
forecastle.  The  poop  fortunately  floated  well,  and,  as 
it  was  about  high  water,  the  wreck  was  pushed  inwards 
by  the  wind  and  sea,  when  it  finally  grounded  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  forecastle,  with  the 
7  men,  came  ashore  much  about  the  same  time.  When 
mustered,  the  survivors  were  found  to  number  a  total  of 
102,  of  whom  one  was  a  child,  12  were  women,  and  28 
belonged  to  the  crew,  exclusive  of  the  captain,  who  was 


also  saved.  They  found  shelter  in  a  farm-steading  or 
cluster  of  houses  near  the  beach.  The  number  of  those 
who  perished  is  reckoned  at  348. 

A  most  extensive  and  destructive  Fire — iuTolving  the 
loss  of  many  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of  property, 
and  the  serious  damage  of  many  dwelling-houses — broke 
out,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  ult.,  on  the 
premises  of  Messrs.  Saville  and  Edwards,  machine- 
printers,  Chandos-street,  Strand.  The  fire  continued  to 
rage  till  ten  o'clock,  when  owing  to  the  exertions  of  the 
firemen,  the  hope  was  realised  of  staying  the  progress  of 
the  flames.  By  this  time,  however,  all  the  machinery, 
presses,  and  back  composing-rooms,  with  their  contents, 
were  entirely  destroyed,  including  a  quantity  of  the 
matter  in  type  for  the  furthcoming  numbers  of  the 
'Literary  Gazette,'  the  'Leader,'  the  '  Britannia,' the 
'  United  Service  Gazette,'  the  '  British  Army  Despatch,' 
and  the  'Lancet,'  thus  throwing  out  of  employment 
about  two  hundred  men.  By  the  continued  unwearied 
exertions,  however,  of  the  firemen  and  policemen,  by 
seven  o'clock  all  further  danger  ceased  ;  but  a  melan- 
choly scene  presented  itself  of  the  sufferings  of  those 
inhabitants  residing  near  the  printing-office,  a  few  only 
of  whom  were  insured. 

The  strike  of  the  operatives  at  Freston  has  given  rise 
to  a  melancholy  Accideiit.  A  number  of  the  turn-outs 
were  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Corporation  Arms 
public-house  to  receive  their  weekly  allowance  of  money 
from  the  fund  subscribed  fur  them  ;  a  room  in  the  yard 
at  the  back  of  the  house  was  used  for  their  reception ; 
this  room  stood  twelve  feet  above  a  lumber-room  which 
formed  the  ground-floor,  and  admittance  was  gained  by 
a  flight  of  steps:  on  the  evening  of  the  3rd  inst.,  the 
room  was  crammed  with  upwards  of  200  people ;  the 
flooring  was  insufficient  to  sustain  so  great  a  weight ; 
a  centre  beam  snapped,  the  floor  parted  in  the  centre, 
and  most  of  the  assemblage  fell  into  the  room  beneath, 
those  who  were  near  the  middle  of  the  upper  apartment 
buried  under  the  persons  who  stood  nearer  the  walls. 
Jane  Smalley,  a  girl  of  fourteen,  was  taken  out  dead ; 
some  forty  or  fifty  others,  mostly  young  females, 
suffered  more  or  less,  many  having  fractures  of  the  ribs, 
legs,  or  thitfhs. 

The  woollen-mill  of  Messrs.  Whitworth  and  Co.,  at 
Halifax,  was  Destroyed  by  Fire  on  the  4th  inst.  The 
damage  is  estimated  at  from  60,000/.  to  80,000/.;  the 
insurances  were  34,000/.  A  thousand  hands  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment. 

A  Collision  on  the  Ambergate  branch  of  the  Midland 
Railway  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant. 
In  the  afternoon  an  engine  had  got  off  the  down  line 
to  Matlock,  and  help  had  been  sent  for  from  Derby.  An 
engine  was  speedily  dispatched,  conveying  several  men 
to  render  assistance.  On  their  arrival,  however,  it  was 
thought  they  had  not  sufficient  strength  among  them  to 
replace  the  engine,  and  a  message  was  sent  to  Derby  for 
further  aid.  Another  engine,  conveying  fourteen  or 
fifteen  men,  was  immediately  sent,  and,  on  these  arriving 
at  Ambergate,  the  engine  was  reversed,  and  it  ran 
towards  Mutlock,  with  the  tender  first.  Before  this  last 
assistance  arrived,  the  men  first  sent  had  succeeded  in 
getting  the  dislodged  engine  replaced  on  the  line ;  and 
thinking  the  distance  but  short  to  Ambergate,  they 
started  to  proceed  thither  on  the  line  they  were  on, 
instead  of  running  a  short  distance  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  getting  on  to  the  up  line  by  a  siding,  which 
they  could  have  done.  The  consequence  was,  the  two 
engines  on  arriving  at  the  curve,  came  into  fearful  col- 
lision, although  the  drivers  shut  off  the  steam  and  re- 
versed both  engines  immediately  upon  coming  in  sight 
of  each  other.  One  of  the  men  on  the  tender  jumped 
off  before  the  engines  came  in  contact,  but  the  others 
were  scattered  about  in  all  dirtctioiis.  Many  of  them 
were  seriously  bruised,  and  others  rendered  insensible. 
One  man  afterwards  died  in  flie  infirmary  at  Derby.  A 
Coroner's  inquest  was  held,  which  terminated  on  the 
19th  instant,  when  they  returned  a  verdict  of  man- 
slaughter against  Samuel  Kent,  the  guard  ;  and  George 
Cawood,  and  John  Sweeton,  the  two  drivers.  The  jury 
also  added  the  following  remarks:  "  The  jury  recom- 
mend the  company  in  any  future  accident  ociurring  on 
the  line,  that  some  crticial  person  of  authority  should 
accompany  the  men  who  may  be  sent  to  assist  or  remove 
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any  obstruction,  as  they  think  had  such  a  person  been 
sent  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  accident  it  would  not 
have  occurred.  The  jury  thinli  that  the  Midland  Rail- 
way Company's  rules  for  the  guidance  of  their  servants 
are  generally  good  if  strictly  adhered  to,  which  they 
regret  to  find  was  not  the  case  in  this  instance.  Had 
they  been  so,  the  jury  are  of  opinion  the  accident  would 
not  have  taken  place.  And  they  further  recommend  to 
the  Directors  in  future  to  adopt  such  prompt  means  as 
may  be  in  their  power  to  compel  their  servants  to  make 
themselves  acquainted  with,  and  obey,  the  printed  rules 
of  the  company."  The  jury  conclude  their  remarks  de- 
siring to  express  a  severe  censure  upon  J.  Stevenson, 
station-master  at  Whatstandwell-bridge,  for  absenting 
himself  from  his  station  under  such  circumstances. 

A  most  terrific  and  lamentable  Raihoay  Accident  took 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  inst.  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  AVestcrn  line  at  StrafTan,  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Dublin  terminus.  A  passenger  train  from 
the  south,  that  was  due  in  Dublin  about  6  o'clock  p.m., 
was  brought  to  a  standstill  between  the  Sallins  and 
Straft'an  stations,  owing  to  some  defect  in  the  engine. 
Mr.  C.  Barrington,  the  solicitor  to  the  company,  who 
was  a  passenger  by  the  train,  got  out  and  directed  one 
of  the  railway  servants  to  go  down  the  line  with  a 
danger  signal,  as  there  was  a  heavy  cattle  and  luggage 
train  following.  The  man  departed  accordingly  with  a 
red  (danger)  lamp.  He  had  been  gone  about  twelve  or 
fifteen  minutes  when  the  red  lamps  in  front  of  the  cattle 
train  were  seen  approaching.  It  was  taken  for  granted 
that  it  was  coming  along  at  a  slow  speed,  for  the  line 
was  straight,  and  its  pace  could  not  be  judged,  and  in 
consequence  of  this  unhappy  confidence  some  persons 
who  had  got  out  of  the  carriages  of  the  passenger  train 
re-entered  them,  fearing  lest  tlieir  engine  might  be  got 
into  motion  and  that  they  would  be  left  behind,  and 
feeling  satisfied  that  the  danger  signal  had  been  observed 
by  the  driver.  Scarcely  had  they  done  so,  however, 
when  the  cattle  train  ran  at  full  speed  into  them,  going 
clean  through  a  first-class  carriage  that  was  last  in  the 
passenger  train,  and  driving  the  remainder  into  a  heap 
of  ruins.  The  third  carriage  from  the  front  of  the  pas- 
senger train,  a  second-class  carriage,  broke  up  and 
turned  over,  bursting  the  powerful  iron  links  which 
held  it  to  the  carriage  immediately  before  it.  The  im- 
pulse given  to  the  two  forward  carriages  thus  freed  was 
so  tremendous  that  the  roof  was  cut  clean  off  the  one 
next  the  ruined  train,  and  it  actually  fell  upon  the  spot 
■which  the  carriage  just  before  occupied,  the  unroofed 
carriage  with  the  one  before  it,  the  tender  and  engine 
being  sent  flying  along  the  line,  which  they  traversed 
for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  before  they  stopped, 
passing  the  Strafl'an  station  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
Of  the  passengers  in  those  two  carriages  the  greater 
number  were  killed,  and  scarcely  any  escaped  without 
seriijus  injury.  Among  those  who  escaped  was  Captain 
Collis,  the  Commander  of  the  Thames  steamer,  who  has 
given  an  interesting  narrative  of  the  disaster.  "  After 
passing  the  Sallins  station,"  he  said,  "  the  engine  went 
slowly  and  stopped  about  half  a  mile  short  of  the  Straffan 
station  ;  it  remained  stationary  about  fifteen  minutes. 
Five  passengers  got  out  with  me,  Mr.  Jelly,  of  Mary- 
borough ;  Mr.  Connor,  of  Newbridge  ;  Mr.  Kelly,  of 
the  same  place ;  a  Scotch  gentleman,  Mr.  Leitch,  from 
Armagh  ;  and  an  English  gentleman,  whose  name  I  did 
not  ascertain.  He  was  in  too  much  trouble  for  me  to 
ask  him  after  all  was  over,  for  he  lost  his  pretty  young 
wife  and  his  sister.  Mr.  Croker  Barrington,  the  solicitor 
to  the  company,  who  was  riding  in  a  first-class  carriage 
next  the  engine,  got  out  and  sent  one  of  the  railway 
servants  (the  stoker  I  think  it  was)  down  the  line  with 
a  red  lamp  to  stop  the  luggage  and  cattle-train  that  we 
knew  was  about  half  an  hour  behind  us.  We  were, 
however,  eleven  minutes  b.ehind  our  time  at  Sallins. 
He  had  been  gone  about  ten  or  from  that  to  fifteen 
minutes,  when  we  saw  the  lights  of  the  cattle-train 
approaching.  We  all  thought,  of  course,  it  was  coming 
along  quite  slow.  Mr.  Jelly  stepped  into  his  carriage,  stop- 
ped in  the  doorway,  and  looked  out.  The  English  gentle- 
man's wife  and  sister  were  behind  Mr.  Jelly,  and  they 
wanted  to  get  out,  but  he  bid  them  not  stir,  as  he  was 
himself  going  to  get  in.  Mr.  Kelly  was  going  to  get 
into   his  carriage   also,   when    I   said — '  Stop   a   little. 


There  is  no  hurry.  The  train  won't  go  without  some 
warning,  and,  at  all  events,  you  and  I  are  active  enough 
to  jump  on  if  it  should.  But  just  wait  till  this  train 
comes  up.'  '  Oh,'  said  he,  '  it  is  merely  walking  up  to 
us ; '  but,  nevertheless,  he  waited.  I  stepped  close  to 
the  line  and  cast  my  eye  along,  when  I  saw  by  the  re- 
flection of  the  light  upon  the  shining  rails  that  it  was 
coming  at  full  speed,  and  I  heard  by  the  beat  of  the 
engine  that  the  steam  was  not  eased  off.  I  at  once 
shouted  out — '  Good  God  !  she  is  coming  at  full  speed  ; 
look,  look  out;  '  and  I  jumped  over  the  wire-fence  into 
the  field  and  looked  round  me.  I  saw  the  cattle- train 
run  right  into  the  last  carriage  of  the  passenger-train — 
indeed,  through  it.  In  an  instant  all  was  a  pile  of  ruin. 
I  ran  back  and  saw  the  driver  of  the  cattle-train,  who 
seemed  horrified  at  the  frightful  calamity.  I  asked  him, 
was  he  hurt .'  He  replied,  '  No,  but  I'll  never  get  over 
it.'  He  then  proceeded  to  assist  the  wounded  passengers. 
I  perceived  that  the  steam  was  being  generated,  and 
that  in  a  minute  or  two  more  we  would  all  be  blown 
away  by  the  explosion  of  the  engine,  and  I  sang  out  for 
the  engineer  and  bid  him  blow  otf  the  steam.  He  did  so, 
and  then  we  set  to  work.  The  first  sight  I  came  on  was 
the  bodies  of  two  women  quite  dead.  They  lay  on  the 
bank  as  if  they  had  been  shot  out  of  the  door.  Near 
them  was  a  priest,  or  friar,  or  monk.  He  was  quite 
dead,  lying  close  to  the  rails,  as  if  he  had  been  thrown 
against  the  embankment  and  had  rebounded  back.  I 
next  saw  a  man,  both  of  whose  thighs  were  bi-oken 
across.  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Connor  and  I  pulled  him  out 
from  under  the  ruins  of  the  carriages.  He  was  living, 
and  we  laid  him  upon  the  bank.  We  were  then  at- 
tracted by  the  cries  of  a  lady,  whose  hand  was  jammed 
between  the  carriages.  Her  sister  lay  near  her,  either 
dead  or  insensible.  After  labouring  very  hard  for  some 
time  we  failed  to  extricate  them,  and  had  to  turn  to 
others  while  more  assistance  was  being  procured.  From 
a  heap  of  ruins,  where  we  saw  shawls,  hats,  and 
handkerchiefs,  we  next  got  out  a  lady,  greatly  disfigured, 
but  still  alive.  We  then  came  to  the  body  of  Mr.  Jelly, 
which  could  hardly  be  recognised,  his  head  being  torn 
and  smashed  oti' — his  legs  both  cut  ofl' — his  body  torn  up, 
and  his  clothes  torn  all  ofl' him.  I  adjusted  his  clothes, 
and  we  put  the  body  aside,  and  from  near  him  we  got 
out  the  bodies  of  the  English  gentleman's  wife  and 
sister.  Poor  fellow  !  he  threw  himself  madly  upon  the 
body  of  his  wife,  and  kissed  her  frantically,  and  then 
we  got  the  little  baby  from  under  her,  and  the  aunt's 
clothes,  alive.  We  then  went  to  the  first-class  carriage 
that  had  been  struck  by  the  engine,  and  there  we  saw 
the  bodies  of  two  ladies,  apparently  cut  in  two  at  the 
waist.  They  were  so  jammed  in  that  we  could  not  get 
at  them.  Near  them  was  the  body  of  another  lady, 
whose  dress  only  we  could  see,  she  was  so  buried  in  the 
ruins.  The  cries  of  a  little  boy  then  attracted  me.  He 
was  about  eight  years  old.  He  was  lying  under  the 
axletree  of  a  carriage,  which  had  broken  both  his  little 
legs,  and  was  lying  across  them.  With  great  difficulty 
we  got  him  out  by  raising  the  axle  with  a  crowbar. 
I  then  returned  with  more  help  to  the  two  ladies, 
one  of  whose  hands  was  jammed,  and  we  got 
them  out.  I  don't  know  whether  the  insensible 
lady  was  dead  or  not,  but  I  think  she  was.  We 
laid  her  on  the  bank.  The  other  was  not  much 
hurt.  We  next  discovered  the  body  of  a  very  large  man 
under  the  train.  His  head  was  cut  ofl'  and  gone  ;  we 
found  no  trace  of  it.  Both  his  legs  were  cutoH  also  from 
the  thighs  down.  We  got  out  the  remains  and  placed 
them  on  the  bank.  I  was  at  this  time  a  good  deal 
exhausted,  having  worked  very  hard.  Sir  Edwai'd 
Kennedy  now  came  up.  He  had  been  a  passenger  in 
the  carriage  next  the  engine,  which  had  been  shot  on  by 
the  collision  past  Strati'an  station.  He  had  escaped  un- 
hurt, and  had  rendered  every  assistance  to  the  passengers 
in  those  two  carriages,  which,  with  the  engine,  had  been 
sent  on  by  the  concussion.  He  then  returned  down  the 
line  to  help  there,  and  took  the  command  from  me,  to 
my  great  relief,  lor  1  was  quite  worn  out.  I  cannot  tell 
you  how  hard  he  worked,  as  did  also  those  gentlemen 
whose  names  I  have  mentioned,  and  indeed  everyone, 
railway  people,  country  people,  and  all.  I  broke  off  a 
piece  of  a  caraiage  and  helped  to  make  a  litter  of  it,  on 
which  we  placed  a  lady  who  had  her  two  legs  broken,  and 
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the  English  gentleman's  little  child,  and  took  them  to  a 
house  convenient.  Sir  E.  Kennedy  sent  for  a  doctor 
and  a  priest  at  once.  Seeing  that  some  people  were 
picking  up  carpet-bags,  I  suggested  the  necessity  of  the 
luggage  being  guarded,  which  was  at  once  done.  Messrs. 
Kelly,  Connor,  Leitch,  and  I  then  walked  on  to  Straflan, 
thinking  we  had  seen  all  the  damage,  and  not  knowing 
about  the  two  carriages  that  had  been  shot  away.  At 
the  station  we  found  a  Mr.  Roe,  who  had  escaped  in 
one  of  those  carriages,  and  who  was  vei'y  active  in  ren- 
dering assistance.  In  the  station  room  eight  or  nine 
people  were  lying  side  by  side.  One  of  the^n  seemed 
dead.  I  placed  my  hand  upon  his  forehead,  and  found 
that  he  was  dead.  He  was  a  Mr.  Egan,  of  Birr.  I  said, 
he  was  dead,  and  his  body  was  at  once  removed,  and  the 
gentleman  died  soon  after.  A  priest  was  hearing  the 
confession  of  another,  who  evidently  had  very  few 
moments  left  him  in  this  world.  The  dead  bodies  were 
removed  from  the  room.  Mrs.  Barrington  was  lying  in 
another  room  in  the  station,  very  badly  hurt,  I  heard. 
One  of  the  ladies  I  saw  at  the  station  had  her  chest 
broken  in.  I  don't  think  she  would  live  till  morning. 
Several  had  their  legs  broken.  One  servant  boy,  who 
■was  very  badly  hurt,  had  been  sent  by  Sir  E.  Kennedy, 
on  his  own  car,  to  some  hospital  in  the  neighbourhood. 
There  was  a  medical  gentleman  present  who  was  doing 
all  in  his  power  to  alleviate  the  sufierings  of  the 
wounded.  I  believe  there  were  several  medical  gentle- 
men, but  am  not  sure  of  more  than  one.  The  Hon.  E. 
Lawless  was  there,  working  very  hard  ;  and  there  was 
one  young  man,  a  dealer,  named  John  llooney,  who  was 
going  down  in  the  Kilkenny  train  when  he  heard  of  the 
accident  at  the  station.  He  at  once  threw  up  his  passage, 
quitted  the  down  train,  and  set  to  work  to  help  the 
sufferers  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  Such  vigour 
and  kindness  and  gentleness  as  he  exhibited  could  not  be 
surpassed.  A  train  was  got  ready  about  half-past  ten 
o'clock,  and  by  it  I  came  to  town.  We  arrived  at  the 
King's-bridge  terminus  about  twelve  o'clock.  Neither 
the  driver  nor  stoker  of  the  cattle  train  was  injured." 
The  English  gentleman  mentioned  by  Captain  Collis, 
was  found  to  be  a  Mr.  Kuapp.  The  lady  who  was 
killed  along  with  Mrs.  Knapp,  was  Miss  Palmer,  her 
cousin.  It  was  ascertained  that  thirteen  persons 
were  killed;  Mr.  Christopher  M'Nally,  solicitor,  of 
Gardiner-street,  Dublin  ;  Mr.  Jelly,  of  Maryborough, 
Queen's  County ;  Mr.  M'Sweeney,  solicitor,  Kenmare, 
and  his  wife;  Mr.  Bateman,  of  Cork;  Mr.  Egan,  of 
Birr  ;  Miss  Kirwan,  daughter  of  Mr.  Kirwan,  of  Abbey- 
street,  Dublin,  merchant ;  Mrs.  Knapp,  her  cousin  : 
Miss  Palmer,  daughter  of  Abraham  Palmer,  Esq.,  of 
the  Bank  of  Ireland  ;  Miss  Leithley,  of  Eccles-street, 
Dublin  ;  Mr.  Jesse  Hall,  Kildare  ;  Mrs.  Smith,  Mallow  ; 
and  Joseph  Sherwood,  a  servant-boy  of  Dr.  Stokes, 
Dublin.  The  following  persons  were  seriously  injured  ; 
Miss  Ellen  Farrell,  Mrs.  Latham  Blacker,  Dublin; 
Miss  Emma  Pack,  Parsonstown  ;  Esther  Cofiey, 
Parsonstown;  Mr.  Neville,  County  Louth;  Sarah 
Shelford ;  a  child  of  Mrs.  Knapp's,  and  a  child  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M'Swiney's.  A  coroner's  inquest  having 
been  held  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Jelly,  the  Jury,  after  a 
protracted  investigation,  pronounced  a  verdict  finding 
that  the  collision  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  James 
Gass,  the  engine-driver,  and  John  O'Hara,  the  stoker  of 
the  '  pick-up  '  train  ;  and  therefore  finding  James  Gass 
and  John  O'Hara  guilty  of  manslaughter.  The  follow- 
ing i-esolution  was  appended  to  the  verdict;  "The jury 
were  about  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  directors  of  the 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  to  some  matters 
which  require  amendment  and  alteration  in  the  working 
of  their  line,  but  as  they  are  aware  that  the  Government 
have  sent  over  Lieutenant  Tyler,  the  Government 
Inspector  of  Railways,  to  make  an  inquiry  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  are  exercising  a  wise  discretion  in  leaving  the 
matter  in  his  hands,  satisfied  that  he  will  make  such  a 
report  as  will  effect  the  necessary  changes.  Having  now 
brought  this  important  and  painful  investigation  to  a 
conclusion,  we  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  state  that  we 
have  minutely  examined  the  rules  and  regulations  which 
have  been  issued  by  the  directors  to  their  officials.  It 
appears  to  us  that  those  rules  and  regulations  reflect  the 
highest  credit  on  the  judgment  of  their  authors,  and 
that  thev   are  well  calculated  to  secure  the  lives  and 


property  of  the  passengers.  It  is  our  conviction  that 
no  culpability  can  attach  itself  to  the  company  on 
account  of  the  late  fatal  collision  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
we  consider  them  fully  entitled  to  that  public  confidence 
which  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed." 

A  fatal  Accident  happened  on  the  8th  inst.,  near  the 
London  terminus  of  the  Great  Westei-n  Railway,  at 
Paddington.  A  new  engine-house  is  in  the  course  of 
erection  at  Kensal  New-town,  about  half  a  mile  down 
tlie  line  from  the  terminus.  When  the  workmen  were 
employed  in  the  building,  a  massive  iron  girder  fell  to 
the  ground,  striking  and  crushing  the  men  who  were  in 
its  way.  The  greatest  consternation  prevailed,  and  the 
poor  workmen  were  lying  about  in  all  directions.  One 
poor  young  man  named  John  Draine,  was  found 
immediately  under  a  portion  of  the  girder,  quite  dead, 
with  his  scalp  cut  completely  off,  his  thighs  broken,  and 
otherwise  seriously  mutilated.  Those  sufferers  found 
still  alive  were  conveyed  with  the  least  possible  aehiy  to 
St.  Mary's  Hospital,  where  they  received  every  atten- 
tion. P'ive  men  were  found  to  be  very  dangerously 
injured,  and  two  or  three  more  were  hurt  less  severely. 

An  inquest  was  held,  on  the  8th  inst.,  on  the  body  of 
Emily  Richardson,  a  middle-aged  woman,  who  liad 
died  in  the  University  College  Hospital.  It  was 
alleged  that  death  had  been  caused  by  the  Administra- 
tion of  Cliloroform,  the  patient  having  been  submitted 
to  its  influence  a  few  minutes  before  her  decease ;  but, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  evidence,  she  was  sutt'ering  from 
extensive  heart  disease,  as  well  as  from  an  inveterate 
hernia.  Mr.  Lawrence,  house  surgeon  at  the  hospital, 
said  when  the  woman  was  admitted,  she  was  found  to 
be  suffering  from  strangulated  femoral  hernia.  She 
was  immediately  placed  in  a  warm  bath,  and  the 
witness  tried  for  nearly  an  hour  by  that  means  to 
reduce  the  hernia.  But  failing  in  his  endeavours,  he 
considered  an  operation  indispensable,  as  the  only  means 
of  saving  life,  and  he  instantly  sent  for  Dr.  Quam,  who, 
coinciding  in  witness's  opinion,  Mr.  Hillier,  resident 
medical  officer,  was  called  to  administer  the  chloroform 
preparatory  to  the  operation.  Nothing  peculiar  was 
observed  until  a  few  seconds  after  the  administration  of 
the  chloroform,  when  Dr.  Quaiu's  attention  was 
attracted  bj'-  the  strange  stertorous  breathing  of  the 
patient,  and  on  feeling  the  wrist,  was  unable  to  detect 
any  pulsation.  Witness  immediately  dashed  cold  water 
in  the  deceased's  face,  and  sent  for  the  galvanic  battery, 
in  the  meantime  using  artificial  respiration.  All  these 
remedies  proving  unavailing,  tracheotomy  was  reported 
to,  but  without  any  good  effect,  and  life  was  declared 
extinct  after  upwards  of  an  hour  had  been  devoted  to 
efforts  to  restore  animation.  In  answer  to  the  coroner, 
the  witness  said  that  this  was  the  second  fatal  case  of 
the  kind  at  the  hospital,  out  of  2000  patients  to  whom 
chloroform  had  been  applied.  Mr.  Hillier  stated  that 
he  administered  about  one  drachm  to  the  patient  in  the 
first  instance,  but  that  not  having  the  desired  eff'ect,  he 
applied  40  drops  more,  which  acted  fully,  and  the 
patient  became  unconscious.  There  was  nothing 
unusual  in  the  case  until  in  about  half  a  second,  when 
the  strange  stertorous  breathing  was  observed.  The 
witness  had  administered  chloroform  to  six  patients  that 
day  in  much  larger  quantities  than  he  did  to  d<-eeased. 
Three  and  four  drachms  was  the  usual  dose.  Since  the 
introduction  of  chloroform  and  ether,  only  30  deaths 
had  resulted  from  its  application  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  Dr.  Garrod,  professor  of  Materia  Medica  in 
the  "^University  College  Hospital,  said  that  he  had 
performed  the  autopsy,  and  found  extensive  disease  of 
the  heart.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Accidental 
death." 

A  Fatal  Accident  from  Lightning  occurred  on  the  8lh 
instant  at  a  farm-house  called"  Hendrefechan,  near  Bedd- 
gelert.  North  Wales.  Two  children  belonging  to  the 
family  were  gathering  wood  amongst  the  trees  surround- 
ing the  house,  when  a  storm  cume  on.  The  buy  about 
14  years  of  age  was  struck  by  the  electric  fiuid  and  killed 
instantaneously.  His  sister  who  stood  close  beside  him 
escaped  without  the  slightest  injury. 

A  j'oung  man  named  Henry  Steele,  master  of  the 
National  School  at  Cottenham  in  Yorkshire,  has  met 
with  a  Singular  Death.  He  had  been  lately  married, 
and  during  the  school  vacation  had  gone  with  his  wife 
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to  Birmingham  to  visit  his  friends.  While  there  his 
wife  was  taken  ill  of  fever  and  died.  This  had  such  an 
effect  upon  his  mind,  that  on  the  19th  of  September  he 
attempted  to  cut  his  throat  with  a  razor,  about  12  o'clock 
at  night  in  his  bed-room,  while  his  brother  was  in  bed, 
but  the  wound  was  slight.  After  this  he  swallowed  a 
tooth-brush,  the  noise  of  whicli  in  his  gullet  awoke  his 
brother,  whom  he  told  what  he  had  done.  His  brother 
got  the  neighbours  to  his  assistance,  and  the  unhappy 
man  became  so  violent  that  it  took  five  men  to  hold  him. 
On  the  following  day  he  was  removed  to  the  lunatic 
asylum,  where  in  a  few  days  he  expired.  After  death 
the  tooth-brush  was  found  in  his  stomach. 

Another  House  has  Fallen  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Strand.  On  tlie  night  of  the  10th  instant,  a  house 
fell  down  in  Pettifort-court,  a  thoroughfare  leading  from 
the  north  side  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary-le-Strand. 
Three  children,  belonging  to  one  of  the  lodgers,  were 
in  bed  in  a  front  room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  liouse, 
the  adjoining  room  being  occupied  by  a  woman  of  the 
name  of  Seymour,  the  other  inmates  not  having  retired 
for  the  night;  and  about  12  o'clock  they  were  alarmed 
by  the  roof  falling  in  with  a  fearful  crash.  The  first 
impulse  was  to  rush  into  the  street,  but  some  of  the 
more  courageous  proceeded  as  well  as  they  could  up 
stairs,  and  extricated  the  children,  who,  although 
covered  with  the  fallen  rubbish,  were  found  to  be  un- 
injured, except  a  few  bruises.  The  adjoining  house  was 
being  pulled  down,  no  shoring  having  been  put  up,  the 
consequence  of  which  was  the  falling  in  of  the  roof.  For 
some  time  past  the  whole  of  the  courts  and  alleys  in 
this  district  have  been  excavated  for  the  purpose  of 
making  new  sewers,  and  from  the  natural  looseness  of 
the  sub-strata,  the  foundations  of  the  old  and  ricketty 
houses  have  been  greatly  impaired.  It  was  not  until 
there  were  evident  signs  of  danger  that  any  shoring  was 
placed  up. 

A  Collision  at  Sea  happened  near  the  Mouse  Light 
(some  miles  below  the  Nore)  on  the  night  of  the  5th 
instant,  between  the  Trident  steam-ship.  Captain  Morris, 
and  the  brig  Harewood,  of  London,  Mr.  Graham,  master, 
which  ended  in  the  almost  instantaneous  fouiideringof  the 
latter  vessel,  with  six  of  the  crew,  who  perished.  The 
Harewood  was  coming  up  the  river,  and  was  nearly  in 
mid-channel,  when  the  crew  descried  a  bright  light 
and  then  immediately  a  red  one  on  the  brig's  weather 
bow.  It  was  at  once  conjectured  to  be  those  of  an  ap- 
proaching steamer,  and  the  master  took  his  signal  lan- 
tern to  the  weather  gangway,  and  waived  it  for  three  or 
four  minutes,  and  itwasthoughtthat  it  had  been  observed. 
The  red  light  then  was  missed,  and  almost  immediately 
afterwards  a  green  one  appeared  in  sight,  which  at  once 
intimated  to  them  that  the  steamer  had  changed  her 
course,  and  was  bearing  down  upon  the  brig.  Most  of 
the  hands  were  forward  calling  out  to  her  with  all  their 
might  to  alter  her  helm  ;  however  she  came  on,  her 
weather  bow  striking  the  weather  bow  of  the  Harewood. 
The  concussion  was  so  tremendous  that  the  steamer, 
although  she  had  stopped  her  engines,  almost  ran  over 
the  brig.  The  force  of  tlie  blow  canted  her  on  one  side, 
and  she  immediately  began  to  fill,  and  in  less  tlian  two 
minutes  went  down  in  12  fathoms,  not  a  scream  nor  a 
cry  escaping  from  the  si.x  unfortunate  men  who  disap- 
peared with  her.  As  the  steamer  was  passing  from  the 
wreck.  Mason,  a  seaman,  caught  hold  of  the  netting  of 
the  poop,  and  so  got  on  board,  and  observing  his  vessel 
go  down  he  jumped  into  the  quarter-boat  of  the  Trident, 
and  called  for  assistance.  Accompanied  by  the  mate,  he 
pulled  off  to  the  spars,  and  discovered  the  captain  in  the 
topmast  riggins,  which  was  a  few  ieet  above  water. 
After  some  difficulty  he  was  extricated  and  got  into  the 
boat,  but  nothing  could  be  seen  of  the  remainder  of  the 
men. 

Another  appalling  Shipwreck  took  place  in  the 
Channel,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  inst.  The 
Dalhousie,  a  fine  ship  of  800  tons,  sailed  from  Blackwall 
on  the  12th,  for  Australia,  with  a  cargo  valued  at  above 
100,000^.  Her  passengers  were  confined  to  chief  cabin 
class,  and  about  twenty  berths  had  been  secured.  Of 
these  there  went  on  board  at  Gravesend  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Underwood  and  three  children,  Mrs.  Simpson  and  three 
children,  and  Miss  Radford;  and  the  following  passen- 
gers  expressed   their   intention   of  joining  the  ship  at 


Plymouth,  where  she  had  to  touch — Major  Hawkes, 
Capt.  R.  Daniel,  Mr.  J.  Baldwin,  Miss  Macintosh  and 
her  maid,  Mrs.  Hill,  and  Miss  A.  M.  Castles ;  Mrs. 
Butterworth  being  anxious  to  accompany  her  husband, 
Capt.  Butterworth,  (the  master  of  the  vessel)  to 
Plymouth,  where  she  would  leave,  she  went  on  board 
with  three  of  her  sons  for  the  trip  down  channel.  The 
eldest,  however,  on  the  ship  reaching  the  Downs,  went 
ashore  with  the  pilot  at  Deal  to  return  to  school,  which 
is  in  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  18th,  the  ship's 
departure  from  the  Downs  was  telegraphed  to  Lloyd's,, 
and  the  next  that  was  heard  of  her  was  about  5  o'clock 
on  the  following  afternoon,  when  a  boat  reached  Dover 
from  the  brig  Mitchel  Grove,  which  was  lying  ofl'in  the 
roadstead,  reporting  the  loss  of  the  ship,  and  landing 
the  only  survivor,  Jfoseph  Heed,  a  seaman,  every  soul 
on  board  having  perished  with  the  vessel.  All  that  is 
known,  or  is  likely  to  be  known  of  this  melancholy 
event  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  statement,  made 
by  Joseph  Reed,  lately  an  able  seaman  on  board  the 
ship.  Having  described  the  voyage  as  far  as  to  7  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th  until  when  all  had  beeu 
right,  Reed  says,  "  At  that  time,  the  vessel  being  8  or 
10  miles  to  the  westward  of  Dungeness,  the  wind  shifted 
to  the  S.S.E.,  and  gradually  freshened  from  that 
quarter.  At  10  p.m..  Captain  Butterworth  took  in  the 
top  gallant  sails,  and  at  midnight  all  hands  were  called 
to  reef  topsails,  the  wind  increasing  rapidly  from  the 
southward  and  eastward,  and  a  strong  sea  getting  up. 
The  light  on  Beechy  Head  was  then  in  sight,  six  or 
eight  miles  on  the  starboard  beam,  and  at  1.30  a.m.  the 
mainsail  and  jib  were  stowed.  At  2,  a.m.,  I  took  the 
helm,  and  from  which  position  I  had  the  means  of 
observing  everything  which  took  place  subsequently, 
and  at  4,  a.m.,  the  fore  and  main- topsail  were  double 
reefed,  and  the  mizentopsail  stowed.  The  wind  was 
then  blowing  a  gale,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  sea,  in 
which  the  vessel  laboured  greatly.  Up  to  this  time  she 
had  shown  herself  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  a  lively 
manageable  ship,  and  during  the  gale  in  the  Downs  she 
had  behaved  remarkably  well.  The  pumps  had  been 
sounded  night  and  morning,  and  she  was  quite  tight, 
and  upon  trying  them  as  usual  at  8,  p.m.  (previous 
night),  no  water  (excepting  that  always  in  the  bottom) 
could  be  found.  Towards  4  a.m.,  the  ship  began  to 
lurch  deeply  in  the  sea,  going  a  long  way  over  on  her 
broadside,  and  she  seemed  unable  to  recover  herself 
when  she  rolled.  I  began  to  suspect  that  there  must  be 
a  considerable  quantity  of  water  in  her,  and  I  mentioned 
to  one  of  my  shipmates  that  the  vessel  seemed  like  a 
water-logged  ship.  Shortly  afterwards  the  starboard 
quarter  boat  was  carried  away  by  a  sea,  and  about 
6  a.m.,  the  crew,  by  the  commander's  orders,  com- 
menced throwing  overboard  water-casks,  sheep-pens, 
and  other  lumber  from  the  deck.  While  they  were  so 
occupied  the  ship  gave  a  violent  lurch  to  starboard, 
and  a  heavy  sea  at  the  same  time  breaking  over  her  to 
leeward  washed  overboard  the  longboat,  which  was  full 
of  live  stock.  The  weather  was  then  getting  worse, 
and  the  ship  was  kept  hauled  to  the  wind  (on  the  port 
tack)  under  the  double-reefed  fore  and  main  topsail, 
foresail,  and  fore  topmast  staysail,  the  foresail  being 
hauled  up,  and  the  main  topsail  being  lowered  down 
on  the  cap.  She  continued  to  lurch  violently,  and 
at  half-past  5  a.m.  she  rolled  right  over  on  her  star- 
board beam  ends,  and  remained  in  that  position,  with 
her  mast-head  in  the  water,  lying  at  the  mercy  of  the 
sea,  which  then  made  a  clear  breach  over  her,  and 
washed  away  the  larboard  quarter-boat.  A  great 
many  of  the  crew  took  refuge  in  the  main-top,  and  I 
got  outside  the  ship  on  the  weather  quarter  galley,  it 
being  impossible  to  stand  on  deck.  A  sea  broke  into 
the  main  topsail  and  carried  away  the  main  topmast, 
with  all  its  gear,  and  likewise  washed  four  men  out  of 
the  maintop.  Captain  Butterworth,  the  chief  and 
second  mates,  the  carpenter,  cook,  and  some  of  the 
crew,  joined  me  on  the  weather  quarter,  and  they 
dragged  through  the  gallery  window  four  passengers, 
consisting  of  a  gentleman,  his  wile,  and  two  children, 
who  took  refuge  with  them.  T'he  declarant  and 
another  seaman  also  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the 
water  a  young  lady  who  had  come  out  of  one  of  the 
poop  cabins,  and  had  afterwards  fallen  into  the  sea.     I 
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lashed  her  to  a  large  spar  and  placed  her  with  the  rest 
of  her  party  on.  the  gallery.  Immediately  afterwards 
a  large  sea  broke  over  the  ship  which  washed  off  the 
gentleman  above-mentioned,  with  his  wife  and  children 
(four  in  all),  and  they  perished  together.  At  about 
this  time  a  schooner  was  observed  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  eastward,  bearing  down  upon  the  wreck.  The 
vessel  was  at  that  time  settling  lust  in  the  water,  and  it 
was  evident  that  she  could  not  remain  afloat  many 
minutes  longer.  I  cut  the  lashings  of  the  spar  to  which 
the  young  lady  had  been  made  fast,  in  order  to  give  her 
a  chance  for  her  life.  As  the  spar  went  adi-ift,  Captain 
Butterworth,  the  second  mate,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
seamen  quitted  the  sinking  ship,  and  held  on  to  the 
spar  in  the  hope  of  saving  themselves.  Many  of  the 
people  had  by  this  time  been  drowned,  but  others 
remained  holding  on,  as  they  best  could,  on  the  weather 
side  of  the  wreck.  She  lay  thus  for  about  ten  minutes 
after  Captain  Butterworth  had  left  her,  and  then  sunk, 
going  down  head  first.  I  scrambled  from  the  quarter 
to  the  mizenmast,  which  I  ascended  as  the  ship  sunk. 
I  found  the  surgeon  in  the  mizentop,  and  we  went  up 
together  in  the  mizen  crosstrees,  when  we  were  sub- 
merged. I  lost  sight  of  the  surgeon,  and  swam  to 
some  deals  which  were  floating  about.  I  got  hold  of 
one  of  them,  but  shortly  afterwards  I  saw  near 
me  one  of  the  chocks  of  the  long-boat,  capable  of 
affording  me  better  support  than  the  deal,  which 
I  therefore  left,  and  placed  myself  on  the  chock. 
The  schooner  was  then  within  shouting  distance,  being 
then  about  100  yards  to  leeward  of  me,  and  I  hailed  her, 
begging  her  crew  to  go  about  to  windward,  and  after- 
wards drift  down  among  the  Dalhousie's  people,  of  whom 
several  were  still  alive,  and  might  thus  have  been 
picked  up  and  saved  with  a  little  exertion  on  the 
schooner's  part.  The  only  response  which  I  could  hear 
from  her  was  given  by  some  person  on  board,  who  told 
me  to  "  swim  to  her,"  but  she  was  drifting  to  leeward 
faster  than  any  man  could  swim,  and  she  shortly  after- 
wards stood  away  to  the  S.W.,  and  left  me  and  my  com- 
panions struggling  in  the  water.  I  watched  her  for 
nearly  two  hours  afterwards,  but  she  at  length  disap- 
peared without  having  (so  far  as  I  could  see)  made 
the  least  effort  to  save  any  of  us,  although  the  schooner 
was  close  to  the  Dalhousie  when  she  foundered,  and  her 
crew  must  have  seen  her  go  down.  In  the  course  of  the 
morning  several  other  vessels  passed  near  me,  both  going 
up  and  down  channel  without  seeing  us.  My  companions 
gradually  perished  one  after  the  other,  and  I  was  re- 
peatedly washed  off  my  frail  support.  At  about  1  p.m. 
the  wind  veered  to  the  S.W,,  and  towards  4  o'clock  a 
brig  hove  in  sight  to  windward,  standing  down  towards 
where  I  was  floating.  I  made  signals  to  her  with  my 
handkerchief  in  the  best  way  I  could,  which  was  for- 
tunately seen  on  board  the  brig,  and  she  bore  down  to 
me.  The  wind  was  still  blowing  a  gale  from  the  S.W., 
and  the  sea  was  running  so  high  as  to  make  it  doubtful 
whether  a  boat  could  live  in  it.  The  brig,  therefore, 
came  alongside  me,  and  having  lowered  a  rope  with  a 
bow  line  in  it,  I  made  it  fast  round  my  body,  and  sprang 
from  the  chock  into  the  sea.  Although  the  crew  of  the 
brig  observed  every  precaution  iji  their  power,  I  was 
unavoidably  dragged  under  water  for  a  minute  or  two 
before  I  could  get  on  board,  and  when  I  at  length 
reached  her  deck  I  was  nearly  senseless.  She  proved  to 
be  the  Mitchel  Grove,  Mr.  Ilawson,  master,  bound  from 
Littlehampton  to  Sunderland,  with  timber.  Captain 
Ilawson  and  his  crew  treated  me  with  the  greatest  kind- 
ness and  hospitality,  and  at  4  p.m.  on  the  following  day 
the  brig  anchored  in  the  Dover  Roads.  The  weather 
was  then  moderate,  and  Captain  Rawson  having  lowered 
a  boat,  landed  me  at  Dover.  I  made  application  to  the 
owners'  agents,  who  furnished  me  with  the  means  of 
coming  to  London,  and  on  the  same  evening  I  arrived 
in  London,  and  lost  no  time  in  reporting  the  loss  of  the 
ship  to  the  owners.  I  further  declare  that  when  the 
ship  went  down,  the  light  on  Beechy  Head  bore  from 
N.E,  by  E.,  distance  about  IG  miles,  and  to  the  best  of 
my  judgment  in  about  20  fathoms  of  water.  I  believe 
that  every  person  on  board  of  her,  with  the  exception  of 
myself,  perished.  I  cannot  account  for  the  circumstance 
of  the  ship  foundering  in  the  manner  she  did,  otherwise 
than  upon  the  presumption  that  a  butt-etid  must  have 


started,  either  from  her  having  struck  upon  a  wreck,  or 
from  some  other  cause  unknown  to  me."  Of  the  crew, 
15  were  English,  and  Si  were  Lascars,  who  had  been 
brought  from  Calcutta  in  the  ship's  last  voyage.  Captaia 
Butterworth,  the  master,  is  said  to  have  been  a  very 
able  and  experienced  seaman. 

Another  Collision  on  the  Midland  Railway,  the  result 
of  a  disobedience  to  the  company's  rules  and  the  want  of 
attention  to  the  proper  signals,  occurred  on  the  19th 
inst.  Early  in  the  morning  a  goods  train,  which  had 
been  despatched  from  Leeds  to  Derby,  was  proceeding 
to  the  latter  town,  and  when  it  approached  the  Claycross 
Station  it  came  into  violent  collision  with  a  coal  train 
which  was  on  the  line.  The  effect  of  the  accident  was 
to  smash  several  coal  waggons  and  inflict  serious  damage 
to  the  engine  of  the  goods  train,  which  was  a  new  and 
very  valuable  one.  The  rails  for  a  considerable  distance 
were  torn  up,  and  t'ne  line  was  entirely  blocked  up.  The 
engine-driver,  whose  name  was  Briggs,  and  his  fireman, 
immediately  made  their  escape  from  the  scene  of  the 
disaster,  and  have  not  since  been  heard  of. 

A  deplorable  AccideiU  happened  on  the  20th  inst.  at 
Hadlow  near  Tunbridge.  For  some  time  past,  Mr. 
Cox,  an  extensive  farmer  and  hop  grower  of  Hadlow, 
has  had  a  number  of  persons  in  his  employ,  picking 
hops,  in  addition  to  the  resident  labourers.  It  has  been 
customary,  when  the  picking  has  been  finished  for  the 
day,  to  convey  the  people  home  to  the  village  in  waggons. 
On  the  above  evening,  one  of  these  waggons  left  the  hop 
grounds  and  proceeded  towards  Tudely,  crossing  the 
Upper  Great  Hartlake-bridge  in  safety.  This  bridge  is 
very  old,  and  is  built  principally  of  wood ;  it  has  a 
descent  on  either  side,  with  a  close  boarded  fence  between 
two  and  three  feet  in  height ;  and  on  the  Tudely  side 
the  road  curves  a  little  to  the  left,  oak  slabs,  in  a  rotten 
state,  supporting  it  for  some  little  distance.  At  this  spot, 
there  is  a  depth  from  the  road  of  about  eight  feet,  which 
is  generally  dry,  but  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  it 
is  now  covered  with  water,  and  thus  the  width  as  well 
as  the  depth  of  the  river  is  materially  increased.  The 
second  waggon  which  contained  upwards  of  40  persons, 
was  driven  by  a  man  on  the  fore  horse,  and  the  bailiff 
sat  on  the  tail-board.  As  it  approached  the  bridge  the 
waggoner  desired  the  people  to  desist  from  singing,  as  it 
might  frighten  the  horses,  and  they  immediately  did  so. 
The  fore-horse  had  crossed  the  crown  of  the  bridge  and 
was  descending  on  the  Tudely  side,  when  its  foot  slipped 
from  the  pieces  of  iron  placed  in  the  roadway  to  give  a 
sure  footing,  and  by  a  sudden  plunge  disconnected  itself 
from  the  waggon,  which  was  precipitated  into  the  river 
beneath.  Assistance  was  promptly  obtained,  and  by  the 
aid  of  lanterns,  the  river  was  examined,  but  it  was  too 
late,  the  mass  of  human  beings  with  the  exception  of 
eight,  had  sunk  to  the  bottom.  Forupwardsof  half-an-hour 
after  the  occurrence,  cries  for  help  were  heard,  but  the 
unhappy  creatures  could  not  be  discovered.  One  little 
Irish  lad  was  found  about  twenty  yards  down  the  stream, 
with  a  piece  of  fence,  which  he  had  clung  to  in  his 
agony,  still  fixed  in  his  hand.  He  was  speedily  rescued. 
The  waggoner's  mate  was  sitting  on  the  side  of  the 
waggon,  talking  to  his  little  boy,  just  as  the  accident 
happened,  and  although  he  attempted  to  snatch  his  child 
from  the  waggon  he  was  unable  to  do  so,  owing  to  the 
close  manner  in  which  it  was  packed,  and  he  only 
escaped  by  throwing  himself  in  the  opposite  direction. 
The  bailiff's  life  was  saved  in  a  similar  manner.  During 
Thursday  night  and  Friday,  the  river  was  searched  in 
all  directions,  and  six  bodies  were  recovered,  namely 
those  of  Charlotte  Leatherland,  Comfort  Leatherland, 
Nora  Donovan,  James  Mancey,  Selina  Hearne,  and 
Kitty  Roach.— An  inquest  was  held  on  their  bodies. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  accidental  death,  with  a 
recommendation  to  the  River  Medway  Company  to  erect 
a  new  bridge. 

A  case  in  which  the  Adininisiration  of  Chloroform 
proved  Fatal  occurred  on  the  20th  inst.  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  to  a  female  patient,  named  Caroline 
Murden,  aged  20.  The  young  woman  had  been  for  some 
weeks  an  inmate  of  the  hospital,  and  it  being  deemed 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  use  of  the  "  actual 
cautery,"  it  was  determined,  with  the  consent  of  the 
patient,  to  apply  it  under  the  influence  of  chloroform. 
The  chloroform  was  administered  in  the  usual  way   by 
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Dr.  Black,  but  scarcely  had  the  operation  commenced 
when  it  was  perceived  that  the  pulse  began  to  waver, 
and  other  serious  symptoms  to  show  themselves.  Stimu- 
lants were  immediately  given,  and  the  usual  means 
resorted  to,  in  order  to  keep  up  artificial  respiration  by 
tracheotomy.  This  was  kept  up  for  nearly  halt' an  hour, 
unfortunately'without  success.  As  a  last  resource  galva- 
nism was  tried,  but  this  had  no  etfect  beyond  producing 
the  usual  involuntary  movements  of  the  muscles.  It  is 
undei-stood  that  this  is  the  first  instance  of  chloroform 
having  proved  fatal  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
although  since  its  introduction  it  has  been  used  in  several 
hundreds  of  operations  weekly. 

A  fatal  Cab  Accident  occurred  on  the  22nd  inst.,  on 
Holborn-hill.  Francis  Horner,  a  cab-driver,  had  taken 
up  a  fare  on  the  Pentonville  rank,  and  had  proceeded  aj 
far  as  Holborn-hill,  which  he  was  descending  at  an  easy 
pace,  when  two  boys,  who  were  drawing  a  truck,  en- 
deavoured to  cross  his  horse's  head.  Horner  tfied  to 
slacken  his  speed,  in  order  to  prevent  a  collision  :  in  this 
he  was  partially  successful ;  nevertheless,  he  was  thrown 
fi-om  his  seat  with  fearful  violence  to  tlie  ground,  and 
the  wheels  passing  over  him  inflicted  such  serious 
injuries  that  he  was  rendered  perfectly  insensible,  and 
he  was  conveyed  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  but  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  expired.  Horner  is  said 
to  have  been  a  steady  man,  and  a  most  careful  driver. 
He  has  left  a  widow  and  young  family  who  were  entirely 
dependent  upon  his  exertions. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  Loss  of  the  Austra- 
lian Emit/rant  S/iip  Boumeuf,  belonging  to  Liverpool, 
on  a  detached  reef  at  the  entrance  of  Torres  Straits.  The 
vessel  sailed  from  Hobson's  Bay,  on  her  return  to  this 
country,  on  the  15th  of  July,  and  on  the  3rd  of  August 
got  on  shore  on  the  reef  and  became  a  total  wreck.  In 
attempting  to  leave  the  wreck,  the  captain  (Bibby),  his 
wife  and  her  sister,  and  five  seamen  were  drowned,  a  sea 
having  struck  the  boat  when  half  lowered,  which  broke 
the  davits  and  drove  the  boat  under  the  ship's  counter. 
The  rest  of  the  crew  miraculously  escaped.  Those 
saved,  31  in  number,  were  picked  up  by  the  ship 
"  Everdina  Elizabeth,"  bound  from  Sydney  for 
Batavia. 

A  dreadful  Accident  happened  on  Saturday  evening, 
the  22nd  inst.,  between  l)oulting  and  Chelynch,  near 
Shepton-Mallet,  Somersetshire.  A  respectable  farmer 
named  Davis,  residing  atajjlace  called  Hurling-pot,  had 
sent  three  of  his  sons  witli  his  horse  and  cart,  and  two 
men  of  the  names  of  Luft'  and  Sparks,  to  milk  his  cows, 
and,  on  their  return  home,  all  being  seated  in  the  cart 
by  the  side  of  the  milk,  Lufi'  driving  at  a  rapid  rate 
without  reins  (a  too  common  practice),  and,  having  no 
control  over  the  horse,  it  came  in  contact  with  the  Hol- 
combe  Brewery  waggon.  The  waggoner  did  all  he  could 
to  pull  in  on  his  proper  side,  but  before  he  could  do  so, 
'  the  horse  in  the  milk-cart,  instead  of  taking  his  proper 
side,  came  heavily  on  the  waggon  on  the  wrong  side  ; 
consequently,  they  were  all  thrown  out,  and  tjie  cart, 
turning  over,  fell  upon  them.  The  old  man  LuiF,  the 
cause  of  the  accident,  lived  only  about  two  minutes,  the 
cart  having  fallen  heavily  xipon  his  chest.  Sparks  had 
his  thigh  broken  and  received  other  injuries  from  the 
shafts  falling  upon  him ;  and  one  of  Mr.  Davis's  sons 
had  his  back  broken,  and  sustained  other  injuries — he 
expired  during  the  night.  The  other  two  sons,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  slight  bruises,  fortunately  escaped. 
Sparks  still  lies  in  a  very  dangerous  state,  and  should 
he  sxirvive  he  will  be  a  cripple  for  life.  The  shock  has 
so  unnerved  Mrs.  Davis,  that  fears  are  entertained  she 
will  be  deprived  of  her  reason. 

A  fatal  Accident  has  taken  place  on  the  Versailles 
Raihoay.  The  train  which  left  Versailles  at  7  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  broke  a  rail  between  the  stations  of 
Courbevoie  and  Amiens,  at  a  place  called  the  Pont  des 
(hiinze  Perches.  The  three  last  carriages  having  gone 
ofl'  the  rails,  came  against  the  iron  pillars  of  the  bridge 
which  stand  on  the  left  side  of  the  road.  Two  of  these 
pillars  were  thrown  down,  and  falling  on  the  carriages, 
knocked  one  to  pieces  and  damaged  another.  Unfor- 
tunately in  the  shock  seven  persons  were  more  or  less 
seriously  wounded,  and  six  bruised.  Among  the 
wounded  is  the  conducteur  who  attended  to  the  breaks. 
Every  attention  was  given  to  the  wounded  by  the  agents 


of  the  company,  and  five  of  them  were  taken  to  a 
Maison  de  Sante  at  Courbevoie.  As  soon  as  the  account 
of  it  reached  Paris,  M.  Magne,  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  proceeded  to  the  spot  to  ascertain  from  his  own 
observation  the  causes  of  tl:e  accident. 

The  excessively  wet  weather  has  produced  Inunda- 
tions in  various  parts  of  the  country,  particularly  in 
Surrey.  In  the  vicinity  of  Lewes,  the  water  spread  over 
the  land  to  a  great  extent,  giving  it  the  appearance  of 
lakes  and  islands.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  county 
the  case  is  similar,  and  the  area  between  Lancing  and 
Worthing  has  had,  during  the  pa»t  week,  very  much 
the  appearance  of  an  archipelago.  The  land  to  the  west 
of  Angmering  is  in  the  same  state.  On  the  morning  of 
the  23rd  the  rain  fell  in  torrents  and  continued  to  do  so 
for  hours,  rendering  the  roads  at  Fishbourne  and  Don- 
nington  quite  impassable  for  foot  passengers  ;  at  the  for- 
mer place  the  water  reached  to  the  axle-trees  of  carriages 
passing  that  way.  The  farmers  have  been  put  to  much 
inconvenience,  but  no  fatal  accident  has  been  reported. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  26th,  about  nine  o'clock, 
a  gentleman  committed  Suicide  at  the  Bridge-house 
Hotel,  London-bridge.  About  that  time  a  report  of  a 
pistol  was  heard  to  proceed  from  the  bath-room,  and  the 
attendant  on  entering  found  that  a  gentleman  had  shot 
himself  through  the  heart. 

Two  Alarming  Fires  took  place  on  the  27th  instant, 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the 
one  in  Lambeth,  and  the  other  in  the  Hampstead-road. 
One  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Lovesay,  a 
chandler  and  general  dealer,  in  George-street,  Lambeth- 
walk.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  the  various  inmates 
of  the  house  were  in  their  .beds  asleep.  They  were 
quickly  aroused  by  the  police,  and  those  sleeping  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  house  were  enabled  to  effect  a  safe 
retreat,  but  not  until  they  were  nearly  suffocated  with 
smoke.  Two  lodgers,  living  in  the  toj)  part  of  the 
house,  had  to  jump  through  a  skylight,  and,  in  so  doing, 
it  is  feared  that  they  were  badly  cut  by  the  glass  broken 
by  their  weight.  Engines  were  promptly  obtained,  but 
the  fire  could  not  be  subdued  until  the  whole  of  the 
contents  of  the  shop  were  consumed,  and  much  damage 
done  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  premises.  The  other 
fire  took  place  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Lang,  a  tailor, 
Hampton-terrace,  Hampstead-road.  As  in  the  previous 
case,  the  inmates  were  all  in  bed  and  asleep  when  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  it  was  only  by  forcing  their  way 
through  the  smoke  that  they  escaped  Avith  their  lives. 
The  tire  could  not  be  got  under  until  the  stock  in  the 
shop  was  all  but  consumed.  Both  tires,  it  is  presumed, 
arose  from  an  escape  of  gas. 


SOCIAL,    SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

Tv-Ti  Population  of  Scotland  vfA^  1,608,420  atthebegin- 
ning  of  this  century,  and  at  the  census  of  1851  was 
found  to  have  increased  to  2,888,742.  The  ratio  of  this 
increase  is  about  80  per  cent.  The  increase  of  the  Scotch 
people  though  steady,  exhibits  considerable  variety  in 
the  various  decennial  periods  since  1801.  In  the  first 
10  years  the  increase  was  12  per  cent.  From  1811  to 
1821  it  was  15  per  cent.  ;  from  1821  to  1831  it  was  13  per 
cent. ;  from  1831  to  1841  it  was  10.8 ;  and  from  1841  to 
1851  it  was  10.2  per  cent.  The  largest  rate  of  increase 
was  thus  in  the  ten  years  from  1811  to  1821  ;  and  the 
same  feature  marks  the  census  returns  of  England,  and 
nearly  without  exception  of  every  county  and  parish 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  Encumbered  Estates  Court  has  resumed  its  sit- 
tings in  Dublin  after  the  long  vacation.  The  new  act 
of  Parliament  prolongs  the  duration  of  this  tribunal  for 
four  years  from  the  15th  of  August  last,  and  thencefcir- 
ward  to  the  end  of  the  next  Parliamentary  session.  This 
extension  of  time  will  not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  en- 
able the  Court  to  get  through  the  business  at  present 
before  it,  and  for  winding  up  the  estates  which  may 
come  within  its  jurisdiction  during  the  next  two  years 
some  further  legislation  will  be  requisite.  Although 
four  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  institution  of  the 
Court,  and  one-twelfth  of  the  surface   of  Ireland   has 
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already  passed  through  the  ordeal,  no  visible  impression 
is  made  on  the  vast  mass  of  business  which  awaits  it, 
and  the  number  of  sales  to  come  off  during  the  next  two 
months  is  as  large  as  those  of  any  former  period  of  equal 
length.  The  entire  amount  realised  by  sales  ordered 
from  the  commencement  to  the  20th  instant  inclu- 
clusive,  is  10,430,401/.  os.  Id.  Of  this  large  sum 
6,446,154/.  15s.  is  the  amount  paid  out  to  claimants  ; 
the  remainder  is  made  up  of  amounts  allowed  to 
purchasers,  who  were  also  creditors,  of  purchase- 
moneys  not  yet  paid  in,  and  of  large  sums,  partly 
invested  in  the*  Government  funds,  which  await 
adjudication,  and  will  in  due  course  be  distributed 
among  the  persons  entitled.  The  first  sale  of  this 
session  took  place  on  the  20th,  and  was  that  of  a  small 
leasehold  property  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  On  the  same 
day  an  application  was  made  to  the  Chief  Commissioner 
to  dispose  of  the  estates  of  Mr.  William  H.  Magan,  M.P. 
by  private  contract.  They  are  valued  at  7000/.  per 
annum,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  encumbrances  on 
them  is  under  90,000/.  Mr.  Magan  has  other  property, 
which  is  not  sought  to  be  sold.  The  offers  now  brought 
forward  were  one  of  55,000/.,  and  another  of  6,000/.,  for 
portions  of  the  estates  ;  and,  it  appearing  that  the  fund 
was  ample  to  discharge  all  the  demands,  the  offers  were 
conditionally  accepted,  and  in  all  probability  no  part  of 
the  estates  will  be  submitted  to  public  competition.  On 
the  25th  iust.,  the  extensive  estates  of  Mr.  Christopher 
St.  George  were  disposed  of  by  public  auction.  They  lie 
scattered  over  the  county  Gahvay,  and  comprise  part  of 
the  town  of  Oughterard,  and  other  localities  familiar  to 
the  tourist  through  Connemara.  These  estates  were 
sold  in  four  divisions,  and  realised  38,160/. 

The  opening  of  the  winter  session  at  Queens'  College, 
Birtningha>n,  took  place  on  the  4th  instant,  when  Lord 
Lyttelton,  as  principal  of  the  Institution,  presided.  From 
the  report  read  by  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  it  appeared  that 
the  number  of  pupils  in  the  college  is  eighty- nine,  and 
that  no  fewer  than  seventy  gentlemen  now  in  practice 
in  Birmingham,  received  their  medical  education  in 
the  institution.  Large  accessions  have  been  made  to 
the  museum  and  laboratory,  and  thei'e  never  was  a 
period  when  the  objects  of  the  college  were  more  suc- 
cessfully carried  out.  A  number  of  prizes  and  certifi- 
cates were  distributed  by  Lord  Lyttelton  to  the  .'.uccess- 
ful  students,  and  the  proceedings  concluded  with  an 
interesting  chemical  lecture  by  Professor  Shaw. 

The  usual  Meetings  of  Agricultural  Associations  have 
been  held  during  this  month.  The  old  topic  of  pro- 
tection has  been  generally  abandoned  ;  and  the  farmers 
have  been  exhorted  to  improve  th^ir  condition  by  im- 
proving their  husbandry.  At  the  Surrey  meeting,  the 
principal  speaker  was  Mr.  Drummond,  who,  avoiding 
politics,  contented  himself  with  rating  the  Surrey 
farmers  for  their  slowness  in  adopting  improvements, 
and  for  "  merely  scratching  the  face  ol  the  land  with  a 
small  tooth-comb,  according  to  the  custom  that  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  country  since  the  daj's  of  the  Normans," 
instead  of  ploughing  to  a  greater  depth.  The  practical 
application  of  his  remark  was,  that  the  prizes  for 
ploughing  should  be  given  for  time  and  depth,  especially 
the  latter.  He  told  the  farmers  they  must  go  to  Caird, 
and  Mechi,'  and  Huxtable,  if  they  would  learn  some- 
thing ;  advice  which  was  received  with  laughter  and 
cries  of  "  No  !  "  But  to  this  Mr.  Drummond  retorted — 
"  It  is  of  no  use  saying  no  ;  and  laughter  will  not  snub 
those  men,  or  do  away  with  the  fact  " — The  most  re- 
markable circumstance  which  attended  the  Essex 
meeting,  at  Castle  Hedingham,  was  the  absence  of  Sir 
John  Tyrell  and  Major  Beresford,  both  of  whom  sent 
letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance.  Sir  John  Tyrell 
said  that  he  had  neither  heart,  spirit,  nor  courage  to 
attend  the  meeting;  that  the  conservative  party  is  so 
completely  demolished  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
its  moral  influence  has  vanished, — a  result  which  never 
would  have  occurred  had  Lord  Derby  remained  in  office  ; 
that  he  cannot  see  his  way  in  this  crash  of  the  conserva- 
tive party,  but  will  refrain  from  attending  political 
meetings  till  circumstances  may  render  it  less  disagree- 
able to  do  so. — Major  Beresford  said  ; — "  Till  within  a 
few  weeks,  it  was  my  decided  resolution  to  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  their  annual  meeting  to  lay  before  them  and 
the  constituency  of  North  Essex,   a  full  and   detailed 


statement  of  the  transactions  connected  with  the  Derby 
election,  and  the  consequent  inquiry,  and  to  have  vin- 
dicated myself  from  the  unjust  and  malignant  imputa- 
tions which  I  have  borne  hitherto  in  silence,  awaiting  that 
opportunity  to  expose  and  refute  them.  A  fresh  per- 
secution has  been  lately  commenced  against  me.  The 
whole  matter  has  been  opened  afresh,  and  is  to  be 
brought  to  the  issue  of  a  trial.  Such  proceedings  neces- 
sarily preclude  me  from  entering  into  those  explanations 
which  might  not  only  be  impolitic  as  far  as  I  am  indivi- 
dually concerned,  but  which  must  be  unfair  towards 
others  whose  cause  has  been  mixed  up  with  mine  upon  this 
occasion.  It  would  not,  therefore,  become  me  to  present 
myself  at  Castle  Hedingham  tongue-tied  :  neither  would 
it  be  justifiable  to  put  forward  a  one-sided  statement  to 
prejudice  the  case  before  it  was  fairly  submitted  to  the 
tribunal  by  which  it  is  to  be  investigated.  Such  is  the 
reason  which  induces  me,  however  distasteful  it  is  to  my 
own  inclination,  to  absent  myself  to-mori-ow  from  the 
meeting."  The  principal  speaker  was  the  Rev.  J.  Cox, 
M.A.,  ofFairstead,  who  carried  his  conservatism  so  far 
as  to  express  a  preference  of  universal  suffrage  to  any 
partial  reform  of  the  present  system.  "  Let  them  not," 
he  said,  "  go  on  tinkering  and  altering  the  franchise  in 
that  way  ;  but  if  there  were  to  be  a  change,  let  them  go 
the  whole  hog  and  have  universal  suffrage  at  once. 
That  might  seem  strange  from  him,  but  he  said  that 
universal  suffrage  was  conservative  compared  with  a  ol. 
fi'anchise.  He  spoke  only  his  own  views,  but  he  repeated 
that  there  was  something  imperial  in  universal  suffrage. 
Look  at  France.  Universal  suiirage  was  imperial,  but 
the  6/.  franchise  was  downright  direct  democracy.  He 
should  hold  up  his  hand  then  for  universal  suffrage  in 
preference  to  any  whig-radical  tinkering  of  the  franchise." 
Mr.  Cox  sat  down  amid  loud  and  continued  cheering, 
and  his  health  was  then  drunk  in  a  bumper. — The  exhi- 
bitions of  farm-stock,  utensils,  &c.,  at  the  different 
meetings,  are  described  as  being  of  average  quality. 

The  inquiry  into  the  System  pursued  in  Leicester 
Gaol  was  reopened  on  the  10th  inst.,  by  the  order  of 
Lord  Palmerston,  in  accordance  with  a  request  from  the 
visiting  justices.  Little  new  matter  was  added  to  the 
result  of  the  previous  investigations.  The  novelty  con- 
sisted in  the  line  of  defence  taken  up  by  Mr.  Reeve,  the 
deputy  clerk  of  the  peace,  on  behalf  of  the  justices. 
He  read  entries  from  the  warder's  book,  showing  that  a 
prisoner  had  done  a  vast  amount  of  crank  labour 
on  little  and  sometimes  no  food ;  thence  h«  argued 
that  the  entries  were  inaccurate,  as  a  man  could  not 
work  on  sucli  small  quantities  of  food.  Lord  Howe, 
Lord  Berners,  Sir  Henry  Halford,  Mr.  C.  H.  Frewen, 
M.P.,  and  other  justices,  were  examined ;  but  their 
evidence  only  showed  that  they  had  gone  through  the 
prison  on  various  days  and  had  heard  no  complaints. 
The  point  was,  that  the  stoppage  of  food  was  illegal; 
and  on  this  the  justices  could  throw  no  light.  Godfrey, 
the  warder,  was  examined  and  cross-examined,  to  prove 
errors  in  his  book  :  but  in  the  main  the  book  was  proved 
to  be  accurate.  Godfrey  was  praised  by  the  com- 
missioners for  his  book-keeping,  and  the  governor, 
Mr.  Mxisson,  for  his  humanity.  The  inquiry  then 
terminated. 

Captain  Inglefield,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Phoenix,  has 
arrived  at  the  Admiralty  with  news  of  the  Arctic 
Expeditions  under  Captain  M'Clure,  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  and  Captain  Inglefield  himself.  The  dispatches 
and  reports  are  very  long  and  detailed :  the  following 
are  some  of  the  most  interesting  particulars  they  com- 
municate. The  intelligence  from  Captain  M'Clure,  of 
the  Investigator,  goes  back  to  IS50,  when  his  vessel  was 
last  seen.  On  the  31st  of  July  he  left  the  Herald  off 
Cape  Lisburne,  and  proceeded  eastward  on  his  own 
responsibility.  On  the  5th  August  he  rounded  Point 
Barrow  in  a  fog  ;  and  on  the  14th,  ran  upon  a  shoal  off 
Yarborough  Inlet,  and  narrowly  escaped.  From  that 
time  the  navigation  was  very  dangerous  along  the  coast, 
both  from  the  banks  and  shoals  and  the  driving  ice. 
Huts  were  observed  on  shore  near  Point  Warren  on  the 
24th  August,  and  despatches  for  the  Admiralty  were 
sent  off;  but  the  savage  and  warlike  natives  expressed 
their  hostility  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  giving 
them  "water"  which  killed  many  of  them;  and  the 
dispatches  were  brought  back.      On  the  1st  September, 
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Commander  M'Clure  took  final  leave  of  the  Esquimaux 
on  the  American  coast,  fully  convinced  that  neither  the 
ships   nor   any   of  the   crews   of  Sir   John   Franklin's 
expedition  had  ever  reached  tlicir  shores.     Soon  after 
this,  high  land  was  discovered  north  of  Cape  Parry; 
and  was  taken  possession  of,  and  named  Baring  Island. 
Around  this,  land  was  discovered  in  continuation  with 
WoUaston  and  Victoria  land,  and  named  Prince  Albert's 
land.     On  the  8th  October,  the  ship  was  firmly  fixed  in 
,    the  ice,  in  latitude  72.47,  longitude  117.34.     Here  the 
ship  was  compelled  to  remain  for  nine  months  ;  and  from 
this  point  travelling-parties  were  sent  out ;  one  of  which 
traced  a  strait  to  the  north-east,  and  on  the  26th  October 
1850,  discovered  the  entrance  into  Barrow's  Straits,  in 
latitude  73.30  N.  longitude   114.14   W. ;    which   esta- 
blishes the  existence  of  a  Nortli-west  Passage.     During 
the  stay  of  the  ship,  other  parties  traced  the  land  in 
various  directions,  and  laid  it  down   in  charts,  which 
have  been  sent  home.     On  the   14th  July,  1851,  the  ice 
opened  ;  but  Commander  M'Clure  found  that  he  co'fld 
not  take  his  ship  through  into  Barrow's  Sti-ait,  because 
the  passage  was  obstructed  by  ice,   driving  before  the 
north-east  wind.     By  the  24th  September  he  was  again 
frozen  in,  but  this   time  in  a  new  position  ofl'  the  land 
named   Baring   Island.     In  this   spot  the   Investigator 
remained  (rozen  in,  at  least  until  April  1853,  the  latest 
date  of  dispatches  from  Commander  M'Clure,  brought 
by   Lieutenant   Cresswell,    of  the    Investigator.     It  so 
happened,  that  Captain  Kellett,  who  had  in  1850  left 
M'Clure    off   Cape  Lisburne,  was  wintering  at  Dealy 
Island,  Melville  Island.     A  party  from  Captain  Kellet's 
ship  the  Resolute,  under  Lieutenant  Pim,  met  a  travel- 
ling-party from  the  Investigator,  and  thus  most  happily 
not  only  relieved  the  crew  of  the  latter,  but  enabled 
news  of  their  safety,  and  of  the  great  discovery  effected, 
to   be   brought    home.      The    meeting    is    graphically 
described  in  a  private  letter,  which  has  been  published 
in  the  journals.     "  M'Clure   and  his  First  Lieutenant 
were  walking  on  the  floe.     Seeing  a  person  coming  very 
fast  towards  them,   they  supposed  he  was  chased  by  a 
bear,   or  had  seen  a  bear.     Walked  towards   him  ;  on 
getting  onwards  a  hundred  yards,  they  could  see  from 
his   proportions   that   he   was  not  one   of  them.     Pim 
began  to  screech  and  throw  up  his  hands  (his  face  as 
black  as  ray  hat) ;  this  brought  the   Captain  and  Lieu- 
tenant to  a  stand,  as  they  could  not  hear  sufficiently  to 
make  out  his  language.     At  length  Pim  reached  the 
party,    quite   beside   himself,    and   stammered   out,   on 
M'Clure  asking  him  '  Who  are  you,  and  where  are  you 
come  from  ?  '     '  Lieutenant  Pim,   Herald,  Captain  Kel- 
lett.'    This  was  more  inexplicable  to  M'Clure,  as  I  was 
the  last  person  he  shook  hands  within  Behring's  Straits. 
He   at  length  found  that  this  solitary  stranger  was  a 
true  Englishman — an  angel  of  light ;  he  says,  '  He  soon 
was  seen  from  the  ship:  they  had  only  one  hatchway 
open,  and  the  crew  were  fairly  jambed  there  in  their 
endeavour   to   get  up.     The   sick  jumped  out  of  their 
hammocks,  and  the  crew  forgot  their  despondency  ;  in 
fact,  all  was  changed  on  board  the  Investigator."     The 
latest  despatch  of  Commander  M'Clure  is  dated  April 
10,  1853.     it  states  that  he  would,  if  possible,  make  his 
way  into  Barrow's  Strait  this  year  :  if  not,  then  cross 
to  Port  Leopold,  leave  a  notice  of  his  route,  and,  keeping 
along   the    West   shore  of  Baffin's   Bay,    look   out   for 
whalers,   or  cross   to   Disco,   and.  get    a  passage   in  a 
Danish   boat.     If  no   information   of  his   having   been 
there  is  found  at  Port  Leopold,   a  fatal   issue  may  be 
surmised  ;  and  it  will  be  unnecessary,  says  M'Clure  "  to 
penetrate   further  westward  to  our  relief,"  as  all  will 
have    perished   for   want   of    piovisions.      Sir   Edward 
Belcher's    despatch    shows    that    he    has    made    little 
progress  with  his  squadron.     He  wintered  at  a  place 
called    Northumberland    Sound,    up    the    Wellington 
Channel,  discovered  and  named  a  variety  of  places,  and 
on  the  26th  July  last  was  on  his  way  back  to  Beechy 
Island.     Captain  Inglefield's  expedition  in  the  Phoenix, 
to  deposit  supplies  at  Beechy  Island  and  carry  despatches 
to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  was  successful;  but  the  trans- 
port-ship   was     lost.      Another    and    a    sadder    event 
occurred.      While   Commander   Inglefield    was   out   in 
search  of  Commander  PuUen  of  the  North    Star,   the 
latter   returned,   and  accepted  the  offer  of  Lieutenant 
Bellot  to  carry  the  Admiralty  despatches  to  Sir  Edward 


Belcher.  Bellot  with  a  party  of  men  started  on  the 
r2th  of  August,  1853.  "The  end  of  their  journey  was 
Point  Hogarth.  Bellot  and  his  party  had  gone  as  far 
as  a  cape  which  he  called  Cape  Grinnell,  when  he 
wished  to  get  on  shore  in  his  india-rubber  boat  across 
the  open  water,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
wind.  Two  men,  however,  succeeded,  taking  a  line 
with  them.  The  ice  now  began  to  move ;  two  men 
were  left  in-shore,  and  two  others  with  Bellot  on  the 
drifting  ice.  Here  these  men,  forlorn  but  full  of 
courage,  began  to  cut  an  ice-house.  Bellot  conversed 
with  his  comrades,  and  they  with  him,  saying  they  were 
not  afraid — "  When  the  Lord  protects  us,"  he  said, 
"  not  a  hair  of  our  heads  shall  be  touched."  Bellot  left 
his  men,  and  said  he  Avould  go  up  the  ice  and  see  how 
it  was  driving.  When  he  had  been  away  four  minutes, 
one  of  the  men  went  to  look  for  him  ;  nothing  was 
visible  save  his  stick  floating  on  the  water.  He  had 
been  blown  into  a  crack  and  drowned.  The  two  men, 
after  great  struggles,  landed,  and  found  their  comrades. 
One  of  the  men  said  that  Bellot  remarked,  a  short  time 
before  he  was  lost,  that  "  nothing  made  him  more  happy 
than  to  think  he  that  was  not  on  shore  ;  for,  knowing 
his  duty  as  an  officer,  he  would  see  the  last  danger ; 
adding,  that  he  would  rather  die  than  be  on  shore  to  be 
saved."  Bellot  was  much  lamented  by  the  brave  com- 
panions of  his  voyage. 

The  Peace  Conference  began  its  proceedings  at  Edin- 
burgh on  the  12th  instant,  and  concluded  them  on 
the  evening  of  the  14th,  with  a  conversazione  in  the 
Music  Hall.  The  principal  speaker,  as  usual,  was  Mr. 
Cobden,  who  endeavoured  to  impart  freshness  to  the 
subject,  by  applying  his  views  to  the  present  warlike 
aspect  of  affairs  caused  by  the  dispute  between  Russia 
and  Turkey.  On  the  second  day  the  speaking  had 
something  of  the  animation  of  a  debate  in  consequence 
of  the  presence  of  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Napier,  who 
vigorously  impugned  the  doctrine  that  this  country  could 
preserve  peace  by  putting  down  her  means  of  defence, 
and  throwing  her  shores  open  and  exposed  to  any  attack. 
He  was  listened  to  with  attention  and  much  applause. 
The  other  principal  speakers  were  Mr.  Bright  and  Mr. 
Elihu  Burritt. 

The  seventh  report  of  the  Associate  Institution  for 
Improving  and  Enforcing  the  Laics  for  the  Protection  of 
Women  has  been  published.  Twenty-five  prosecutions 
were  instituted  during  the  year,  "  and  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  with  success."  Fines,  imprisonment,  and 
in  four  cases  fifteen  years'  transportation,  had  been  in- 
flicted on  the  culprits.  The  prize  of  one  hundred 
guineas  for  the  best  essay  on  the  laws  for  the  protection 
of  women  has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Davis,  bar- 
rister, of  the  Oxford  Circuit :  it  is  to  be  published. 

The  Prison  at  Brixton,  heretofore  used  as  a  House  of 
Correction  for  the  county  of  Surrey,  has  been  purchased 
by  the  government,  and  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Board  for  the  Management  of  Convict  Prisons.  It  is  to 
be  used  exclusively  as  a  depot  for  female  convicts,  under 
sentence  of  transportation  and  penal  servitude.  The 
works  are  now  so  far  advanced,  as  to  admit  of  the  early 
occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  prison.  One  hundred 
female  convicts  are  about  to  be  immediately  removed 
thither  from  Millbank  Penitentiary;  and  further 
numbers  will  be  sent  from  time  to  time,  as  the  works 
progress.  The  whole  of  this  class  of  convicts  will  be 
eventually  removed  from  Millbank,  whereby  additional 
accommodation  will  be  available  for  300  additional  male 
convicts,  to  whom  this  prison  will  in  future  be  wholly 
confined.  The  new  state  of  the  law,  in  reference  to 
transportation,  would,  of  itself,  render  these  and  further 
changes  necessary  in  the  convict  department. 

In  consequence  of  the  continued  iitrikes  in  the  manu- 
facturing districts  the  employers  are  closing  their  mills. 
At  Preston,  on  the  15th  inst.,  forty-nine  mills  were 
closed,  and  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  people  thrown 
out  of  employment.  This  movement  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturers  was  part  of  a  great  scheme  formed  to 
resist  the  combination  of  workmen  for  an  increased  rate 
of  pay.  The  Preston  manufacturers  were  to  close  first ; 
to  be  followed  by  those  of  Burnley,  Bacup,  and  other 
places.  The  artisans  of  most  of  the  trades  of  Preston 
have  resolved  to  support  the  factory  hands.  The  people 
out  of  work  held  a  meeting  on  the  17th,  at  which  between 
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20,000  and  30,000  assembled.  They  cheered  for  the  "ten 
per  cent,"  and  groaned  for  the  people  still  at  work  and 
for  the  masters— the  "  shoddyocracy."  At  Wigan,  800 
■weavers  are  out  on  strike.  The  Manchester  ])o\ver- 
loora  weavers  have  resumed  work  at  an  advance  of  5  per 
cent. — they  had  demanded  10  per  cent.  The  dyers  are 
still  "  out."  In  the  Wigan  district,  some  16,000  persons 
connected  with  coal-mining  are  idle  from  the  strike  of 
the  miners  ;  coals  are  dear  at  Liverpool  in  consequence. 
The  Annual  Congress  of  the  Midland  Association  of 
Mechanics'  Institutions  was  held  at  Tamworth,  on  the 
26th  iiist,  and  was  attended  by  about  fifty  delegates 
from  the  principal  towns  in  the  midland  counties.  The 
Earl  of  Yarboroush  presided  at  the  commencement  of 
the  proceedings,  but  was  soon  afterwards  succeeded  by 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart.,  the  president-elect  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Suggestions  of  a  practical  character  were 
discussed,  some  of  which  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
adopt  in  the  conduct  of  the  various  institutions,  with 
the  view  to  increase  their  efficiency  and  usefulness,  and 
a  very  general  concurrence  of  opinion  was  expressed  on 
the  subject  of  the  advantages  which  had  been  found  to 
result  from  this  annual  congress.  There  was  a  conver- 
sazione in  the  Town  Hall  in  the  evening.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  delivered  an  interesting  address;  he  said, — "  Unlike 
a  conference  which  had  recently  been  held  elsewhere, 
they  had  assembled  to  devise  the  best  means  of  promo- 
ting the  cultivation  of  the  peaceful  arts  and  sciences  by 
the  working  classes  in  the  country.  This  assembly  had 
neither  for  its  object  the  crumpling  up  of  Russia,  nor 
the  protection  of  the  Ottoman  empire;  the  far  nobler 
object  they  had  in  view  was  to  stir  up  a  spirit  worthy  of 
the  working  classes  of  this  great  country  in  respect  of 
that  which  most  materially  affected  their  interest,  their 
happiness,  and  their  general  welfare.  What  this 
association  had,  too,  especially  in  view,  was  to  give  to 
the  industrial  branch  of  the  community,  at  as  cheap  a 
rate  as  possible,  literature  of  the  highest  class.  If  that 
were  done,  he  believed  the  class  they  were  anxious  to 
assist  would  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  aflforded 
to  them  of  improving  themselves.  All  the  scientific 
researches  of  the  age  were  directed  to  economising  of 
labour :  the  reaping  machine,  one  of  the  greatest 
novelties  in  that  particular,  was  proof  of  that ;  to  the 
same  object  was  directed  the  labours  of  M'Cormick, 
Garratt,  and  Bell.  When  witnessing,  the  other  day, 
the  splendid  evolutions  of  the  mighty  fleet  at  Spithead, 
and  contemplating  the  gigantic  Duke  of  Wellington 
'  walking  the  waters  like  a  thing  of  life,'  he  could 
not  help  feeling,  if  even  that  was  a  thing  of  war, 
it  was  also  an  emblem  of  scientific  knowledge  and 
artistic  skill.  With  our  knowledge,  and  looking  at 
what  had  been  done  in  this  country,  there  was  no  reason 
why  we  should  be  behind-hand  in  anything  capable  of 
being  mastered  by  research  and  study.  Yet  we  were  : 
that  could  not  be  denied.  The  fact  was  solely  attribu- 
table to  the  defective  education  of  the  people.  Now,  the 
chief  object  of  mechanics'  institutions  was  to  benefit  the 
adult  population,  whose  progress  in  the  acquirement  of 
knowledge  had  been  impeded  by  the  want  of  primary 
instruction.  It  was  true  that  the  number  of  schools  had 
greatly  increased  since  1850,  but  still  in  Manchester,  the 
first  provincial  city  in  the  kingdom,  the  absence  of  edu- 
cation amongst  the  people  was  still  very  great.  He  for 
one  had  the  fullest  confidence  in  Lord  John  Russell  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  believing,  as  he  did,  that  he,  of 
all  the  statesmen  of  this  country,  was  most  capable  of 
dealing  with  this  all-important  question.  And  if  govern- 
ment did  its  duty,  and  took  care  of  the  education  of  the 
children,  society  must  do  its  duty  also,  and  take  care  of 
the  adult  population.  Once  do  this,  and  those  unhappy 
disputes  between  the  employer  and  employed  would 
very  soon  cease.  Only  the  other  day,  when  20,000 
men  were  out  on  the  strike  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Stockport,  he  heard  that  in  a  few  days  the  actual 
loss  to  labourers  and  profits  amounted  to  no  less 
than  150,000/. ;  lost,  absolutely  lost,  as  much  as  if 
it  had  been  a  loan  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  The 
same  thing  was  going  on  at  Preston,  where  he  would 
like  to  go  and  explain  to  the  men  the  folly  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  endeavour  to  convince  them  that  their  arbi- 
trary measures — their  combinations  and  strikes — must 
result  in  injury  to  themselves,  because,  after  all,  the  price 


of  labour  must  be  regulated  by  the  supply  and  demand 
— wages  being,  in  fact,  entirely  dependent  on  and  regu- 
lated by  the  standard  of  trade,  its  buoyancy  and  depres- 
sion. In  this  our  age,  great  progress  had  undoubtedly 
been  made  ;  there  was,  he  believed,  a  disposition  perva- 
ding all  men's  minds  to  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace; 
it  was  our  duty  to  make  ourselves  worthy  the  enjoyment 
of  those  blessings  ;  and  we  could  not  do  so  more  tban  by 
endeavouring  to  improve  the  moral  and  social  condition  of 
the  working  classes."  The  meeting  was  also  addressed  by 
Mr.  M.  Milnes,  Mr.  Adderley,  Professor  Playfair,  and 
other  distinguished  individuals. 

A  numerous  meeting  of  the  members  and  supporters 
of  the  Free  Trade  Freehold  Land  Society  was  held  on 
the  26th  instant,  in  the  large  room  of  the  Whittington 
Club,  Mr.  Wyld  in  the  chair.  In  addressing  the  meet- 
ing, the  chairman  said  the  society  had  adopted  the  desig- 
nation of  "  Free  Trade,"  not  with  any  view  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  so-called  political  dogma  in  its  general 
acceptation,  but  only  with  a  view  to  its  promotion  in 
matters  of  land,  so  that  the  middle  and  working  classes 
in  this  country,  by  the  possession  of  a  right  to  the  soil, 
might  be  the  better  able  to  evince  their  attachment  to 
its  government  and  constitution.  Col.  Dickson,  Mr. 
Grattan,  and  other  gentlemen  addressed  the  meeting, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Martineau 
stated  that  the  subscribed  capital  of  the  society  since 
August  last  had  amounted  to  40,000/.,  and  that  two 
estates  had  been  purchased  (for  which  a  ballot  to  rights 
of  choice  took  place  at  the  close  of  the  meeting),  one  at 
Anerlcy,  near  the  Crystal  Palace,  and  another  near  Can 
terbury.  These  would  be  divided  into  lots  of  a  quarter 
of  an  acre,  and  allotted  to  the  holders  of  forty  shares. 
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The  foundation  stone  of  the  new  palace  at  Balmoral, 
was  laid  on  the  29t.h  of  September  by  the  Queen's  own 
hands.  By  her  Majesty's  wish  the  ceiemony  was 
public.  At  half-past  three  the  Queen  and  Prince 
Albert,  clad  in  the  Stuart  tartan,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  the  Court  officials,  arrived  on  the  spot.  Prayer 
having  been  offered  up,  the  Queen  placed  in  the  cavity 
of  the  foundation  stone  the  coins  of  the  realm,  several 
newspapers,  and  a  record  of  the  event.  She  then  took 
a  silver  trowel,  and  dexterously  laid  on  the  mortar ; 
the  stone  was  lowered ;  the  regal  mason  duly  applying 
the  square  and  plummet  in  woikmanlike  fashion,  and 
striking  the  stone  with  a  golden  mallet  three  times. 
Corn  was  placed  on  the  stone,  wine  and  oil  were  poured 
upon  it,  and  the  ceremony  was  over.  Then  followed  a 
competition  for  prizes,  given  by  Prince  Albert,  to 
proficients  in  Highland  games  and  sports  ;  after  which 
the  workmen  dined  and  danced  in  the  Queen's  "  iron 
ball-room." 

Her  Majesty  and  the  royal  family  arrived  at  W^indsor 
Castle,  from  Balmoral,  on  the  14th  instant. 

The  King  of  the  Belgians,  with  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Brabant,  the  Count  de  Flanders,  and  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Belgium,  arrived  at  Windsor  Castle  on  the 
21st,  on  a  visit  to  the  Queen. 

Commander  M'Clure  has  been  advanced  to  the  post 
rank  of  Captain  for  his  discoveries ;  and  Commander 
Inglefield  receives  a  similar  promotion  for  bringing  home 
the  news  of  [the  discovery,  and  for  having  gone  out  in 
1851,  in  his  own  yacht,  the  Isabel,  and  penetrated  to  the 
open  water  of  the  Polar  basin. 

Sir  James  A.  Gordon,  recently  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Greenwich  Hospital,  has  been  promoted  to  the  post 
of  Governor,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Adam. 

The  Colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-second  Foot,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Napier,  has  been  bestowed 
upon  his  brother,  Lieutenant-General  Sir  William 
Napier. 

The  Queen  has  granted  a  pension  of  100/.  to  Sir 
Francis  'Head,  and  100/.  to  Mrs.  Moir,  the  widow  of 
"Delta." 

The  magistrates  of  Birmingham  have  unanimously 
elected  Mr.  Hillyard  of  Nottingham,  as  the  successor  of 
Lieut.  Austen  in  the  governorsliip  of  the  Borough  Gaol. 

Scribe  the  dramatist,  has  just  purchased  the  estate  of 
Courbetire,  near  Chateau-Thierry,  for  260,000  francs. 
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Her  Majesty,  with  her  characteristic  liberality,  has 
presented  to  the  Royal  National  Institution  for  the 
Preservation  of  Life  from  Shipwreck,  100^.,  in  aid  of  its 
diminished  funds. 

Miss  Cunningham,  whose  imprisonment  iu  Tuscany, 
for  haying  distributed  prohibited  books  was  mentioned 
in  our  last  number,  has  been  set  at  liberty  by  order  of 
the  Grand  Duke. 

Tlie  Emperor  of  France,  has  granted  a  pension  of 
2,000  francs,  out  of  his  private  purse,  to  the  father  and 
mother  of  Lieut.  Bellot,  who  perished  in  the  Arctic 
expedition.  This  pension  is  to  descend  to  the  brothers 
and  sisters  of  Lieut.  Bellot  after  the  death  of  their 
parents. 

The  subscription  commenced  in  Kochdale  for  a 
testimonial  to  Mr.  Bright  for  his  exertions  in  behalf  of 
free  trade  has  been  brought  to  a  close.  The  amount 
was  upwards  of  5,000/.  After  consulting  with  the  hon. 
member,  the  committee  decided  that  a  library  would  be 
an  appropriate  testimonial.  The  ease  is  an  elegant  and 
elaborate  work  of  art.  A  silver  plate  is  affixed  to  tliis 
handsome  piece  of  furniture,  with  an  appropriate 
inscription.  The  library  consists  of  more  than  1,200 
volumes.  It  was  selected  by  Mr.  Bright  at  an  additional 
cost  of  1,300/.,  and  the  balance,  after  deducting  the 
expenses,  has  been  paid  to  that  gentleman. 

The  Grand  Duchess  Marie  of  Russia,  eldest  daughter 


of  the  Emperor,  who  with  her  family,  has  been  passing 
the  summer  at  Torquay,  left  that  place  on  the  21st,  on 
her  return  to  the  continent. 

Mr.  John  Mitchidl,  one  of  the  Irish  political  convicts, 
has  escaped  from  Van  Dieman's  Land  in  a  manner  by 
no  means  honourable.  He  had  a  ticket-of-leavc,  and 
was  at  large  on  parole.  He  went  to  the  office  of  the 
Police  Magistrate,  and  handed  in  a  letter  surrendering 
his  ticket-of-leave  and  parole.  Before  the  official  had 
time  to  read  the  document,  Mr.  Mitchell  ran  out  of  the 
office,  mou7ited  a  horse,  and  was  away  to  the  sea-coast; 
whence  a  boat  conveyed  him  to  an  American  vessel,  in 
which  he  got  clear  off. 


C@i)ituan)  of  iUotailc  ^3crs"0n^. 

M.  FR.iNcois  AnAoo,  the  celebrated  mathematician  and 
astronomer,  died  .it  Pari.s  on  the  2nd  inst.,  iu  his  (JTtli  year. 
He  was  perpetual  secretary  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
Member  of  the  Board  of  Longitude,  and  Grand  Officer  of  tlie 
Legion  of  Honour. 

Lord  Andkrsok,  one  of  the  Lord.s  Justiciary  of  Scotland, 
died  iu  Loudon  on  the  2Sth  ult.,  in  the  5Gtli  year  of  his  age. 

Colouel  Louis  un  C.\D0UD.ii,,  last  surviving  brother  of 
George  Cadoudal,  the  celebrated  leader  of  Brittany,  has  just 
died  at  his  countiy  seat  in  La  Vendee,  aged  03. 

General  Sir  Ale.\'.\ndek  Mackenzie,  I5art.,  G.C.H.,  died  on 
the  ITth  iust.,  at  Bath,  in  the  S'ird  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
the  senior  general  of  her  Majesty's  service. 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


ThS  Overland  India  Mail  has  brought  dates  from  | 
Bombay  to  the  28th,  and  from  Calcutta  to  the  20th  of  i 
September.  Our  Burmese  acquisitions  are  in  a  state  ol 
war,  being  overrun  by  large  bodies  of  armed  men,  said 
to  exceed  14,000,  who  occupy  fortified  positions,  whence 
they  attack  our  posts  with  occasional  success.  They 
are  said  to  be  instigated  by  the  King  of  Ava.  Resump- 
ti^^n  of  formal  hostilities  is  considered  inevitable. 
Colonel  Mackisson  has  been  assassinated  by  an  AfFghan  at 
f^eshawur.  Captain  Parker  and  Ensign  Bosworth  have 
been  killed  in  an  afi'air  with  Arabs  in  the  Nizam  country. 


There  are  advices  from  Melbourne  to  the  28th  cf  July. 
The  produce  of  gold  at  the  mines  was  stated  to  be  greater 
than  ever,  though  little  was  coming  down  to  Melbourne, 
owing  to  the  impassable  state  of  the  roads.  A  private 
escort  was  robbed  on  its  way  to  Melbourne,  of  8,000 
ounces  of  dust,  and  about  4,000/.  in  gold,  and  six  troopers 
were  killed.  The  value  of  gold  at  Melbourne  was 
31.  17s.  Gd.  per  ounce,  at  which  rate  several  sales  were 
effected. 

The  Sydney  papers  received  by  the  last  mail  contain 
interesting  information  on  the  progress  of  the  colony. 
The  gold  fields  of  New  South  Wales,  though  less  stu- 
pendous in  their  results  than  those  of  Victoria,  have 
never  since  their  first  discovery  ceased  to  remunerate  a 
large  mining  population,  while  the  wealth  of  the  colony 
has  been  still  further  increased  by  considerable  amounts 
of  gold  and  money  obtained  by  inhabitants  of  New  South 
Wales  in  the  Victoria  gold  fields.  Ample  evidence  of 
this  fact  is  furnished  by  the  Sydney  Gold  Circidars  from 
the  4th  to  the  18th  of  June.  In  "the  week  ending  the 
4th  of  June,  2,1G1  ounces  of  gold,  valued  atabout  8,000/., 
reached  Sydney  from  the  various  New  South  Wales 
diggings,  which  may  be  enumerated  as  follows : — 
Bathurst,  Sofala,  Yass,  Bingara,  Tambaroora,  Avisford, 
Mudgee,  Braidwood,  Bell's  Creek,  Maj^.r's  Creek,  Goul- 
burn,  Murrurundi,  Cameron's  Creek,  Tamworth,  Hang- 
ing Rock,  Rocky  River,  and  the  Ovens,  where  new  and 
rich  placers  had  been  discovered.  In  the  week  ending 
June  10,  the  arrivals  amounted  to  4,325  ounces,  valued 
at  15,000/.;  in  the  week  ending  June  18,  1,416  ounces 
of  gold  came  to  Sydney,  together  with  2,864/.  in  cash. 
The  total  of  the  exports  of  gold  since  the  first  discovery 
amounted  to  1,332,741  ounces,  which  at  705.  per  ounce, 
represent  a  capital  of  4,664,693/.  The  prices  of  gold  at 
Sjdney  in  the  third  week  of  June  ranged  from  3/.  15s. 
to  3/.  17s.  6f/.  per  ounce.  The  mining  population  make 
themselves  as  comfortable  as  can  be  expected.  Diggers' 
tents  and  lairs,  constructed  of  dry  branches   give  way  to 


bark  and  slab  huts,  some  of  them  constructed  in  a  very 
substantial  manner,  and  doing,  by  the  taste  and  judg- 
ment displayed  in  their  arrangements,  much  honour  to 
the  impromptu  architects.  Log  huts,  too,  are  being 
built  at  almost  all  the  diggings. 

The  Sydney  commercial  reports  contain  some  evidence 
of  the  overstock'.'d  condition  of  the  colonial  market. 
About  the  end  of  May  prices  were  still  enormously  high. 
Brandy,  for  instance,  left  70  per  cent,  profit  to  the  im- 
porter, and  case  gin  and  rum,  25  per  cent.,  after  paying 
all  expenses.  A  few  days  afterwards  enormous  shipments 
arrived,  prices  of  storeage  increased  to  a  very  high  rate, 
importers  were  compelled  to  push  the  sales,  and  the 
autioneers  were  completely  smothered  with  goods.  The 
prices  of  produce  and  provisions  were  affected  by  the 
general  reaction,  to  the  signal  benefit  of  the  labouring 
population.  Flour  sold  at  18/.  and  20/.  per  ton  of 
2,0001b.  ;  bread  sold  at  &d.  the  21b.  loaf;  beef  at  \\d.  to 
l\d.  per  lb.,  and  mutton  at  2-^-  to  2W.  per  lb.  The  prices 
of  fowls,  turkeys,  eggs,  potatos,  &c.,  are  not  higher 
than  the  quotations  of  the  London  markets  at  periods  of 
moderate  scarcity.  But  those  prices  apply  to  Sydney 
only.  At  the  various  diggings  provisions  are  still  enor- 
mously high,  iu  exact  proportion  to  their  distance  from 
Sydney,  the  badness  of  the  weather,  and  the  condition 
of  the  roads.  The  high  price  of  labour  continues,  in 
many  instances,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  useful  un- 
dertakings, which,  in  the  end,  would  doubtless  be  pro- 
fitable to  the  speculator  and  to  the  community.  It 
appears  that  in  almost  all  trades  a  want  of  hands  is 
painfully  felt,  and  corresponding  wages  are  given.  The 
cry  is  still  for  useful  emigrants.  A  considerable  number 
of  ships  had  arrived  with  living  cargoes  of  both  sexes, 
married  and  single.  Other  ships  were  immediately  in 
prospect,  and  yet  the  complaint  is  general.  It  is  im- 
possible to  get  work  done  in  any  sufficient  quantity. 
Many  families  are  compelled  to  do  without  servants  ; 
others  must  change  them  from  week  to  week.  Most  of 
the  young  women  are  unfit  for  their  duties  ;  many  will 
not  even  submit  to  be  taught.  Another  grievance  is  the 
mismanagement  of  the  police  force.  Though  Sydney  is 
by  far  more  orderly  and  safe  than  Melbourne,  still  the 
piotection  of  persons  and  property  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  The  police  are  described  as  being  neither 
efiicient  in  quality  nor  sufficient  in  number;  their  pay 
not  being  high  enough  to  tempt  sober,  steady,  and  able- 
bodied  men  from  other  trades.  Besides  the  inefficiency 
of  the  police,  there  is  another  universal  cause  of  crime  in 
New  South  Wales.  It  is  intemperance.  The  police 
reports  show  that  one  half  of  the  oflences  against  the 
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person  were  committed  in  a  state  of  drunkenness, — one 
half  of  the  offences  against  property  were  prompted  by 
the  desire  to  obtain  the  means  for  intoxication. 
Drunkards  are  indeed  punished  with  imprisonment  or 
fines,  but  the  means  of  getting  drunlc  are  permitted  to 
multiply  ad  infinitum.  On  the  last  licensing  day  323 
publicans'  licenses  were  granted  for  the  district  of  Sydney 
alone.  A  spirit  of  improvement,  however,  is  abroad. 
Books,  which  are  scarcely  ever  advertised  for  sale  in 
Victoria,  form  an  important  item  in  the  trade  of  Sydney. 
We  note  the  names  of  three  large  booksellers  advertising 
the  arrival  of  fresh  supplies  of  English  literature.  The 
Illustrated  London  Neics,  the  last  volume  of  Punch, 
Sealsfield's  Cabin  Book,  Ida  Pfeiffer's  Travels, 
Whately's  Logic  and  Rlietoric,  Roebuck's  History  of 
the  Whig  Ministry,  Macaulay's  History  and  Essays,  the 
Household  Words,  Dickens's  Copperfield,  and  Thackeray's 
Esmond,  are  freely  offered  for  the  amusement  and 
instruction  of  Australian  readers,  and  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bi'idge  men  in  their  log  huts  on  the  Turon  or  the  Mur- 
rumbidgee  may  read  the  Tramp  to  the  Diggings  and 
Mundy's  Antipodes,  and  review  them  on  the  spot.  There 
are,  moreover,  French,  German,  Italian,  Spanish,  and 
Portuguese  standard  books  offered  by  the  purveyors  of 
literature  to  the  Sydney  market ;  and  a  studious  person 
may  more  readily  and  easily  procure  food  for  the  mind 
at  Sydney  than  in  the  majority  of  our  second  and  third 
rate  country  towns.  Instruction,  too,  is  not  wanting. 
Sydney  has  for  more  than  a  year  past  had  its  university, 
and  now  a  preparatory  collegiate  school  is  being  opened. 
"Ladies  accustomed  to  tuition"  and  "Governesses 
wanting  places  "  abound  as  a  matter  of  course.  And  the 
papers  are  <ull  of  advertisements  of  music-teachers, 
whose  lessons,  by  the  quarter,  cost  two  and  a  half  guineas 
for  half  an  hour  twice  a  week,  and  three  and  a  half 
guineas  for  two  houi-s  per  week — of  course  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  professor,  who  demands  an  additional  guinea 
and  a  half  per  quarter  if  the  pupil  desires  to  receive  his 
instruction  at  home. 


Accounts  from  the  Cajie  of  Good  Hope  have  been 
received  to  the  6th  of  August.  The  news  is  of  the  usual 
favourable  character — xmin  terrupted  peace  on  the  frontier; 
activity  in  carrying  out  the  constitution  ;  and  plenty  of 
trade.  Sir  Andries  Stockenstrom  had  declined,  on  the 
score  of  ill  health,  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Upper 
House.  Sir  Geoi'ge  Clerk  had  reached  the  Orange 
Sovereignty.  The  inquiry  into  the  Hottentot  rebellion 
had  terminated,  and  a  government  notice  issued  by 
General  Cathcart  announces  its  decisions.  The  number 
of  "  serf  holders  "  who  are  declared  entitled  to  reoccupy 
their  lands  and  tenements  is  i;3G  ;  the  number  who  have 
forfeited  their  rights  by  rebellion  is  160;  many  of  the 
latter  are  dead,  and  the  survivors  are  outlaws. 


PROGRESS  OF  EMIGRATION  AND  COLONIZATION. 

Mrs.  Chisholm  delivered  a.  Farewell  Address,  prey  ions 
to  her  departure  for  Australia,  to  a  meeting  of  intending 
emigrants  and  their  friends  at  the  rooms  of  the  Domestic 
Unitarian  Institution  in  Spitalfiekis,  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th  inst.  ;  a  resolution  having  been  previously 
passed  expressive  of  gratitude  to  her  for  her  exertions 
on  behalf  of  the  British  emigrants.  Among  other 
interesting  observations,  she  said  that  she  was  anxious 
to  render  the  machinery  more  simple,  by  which  husbands 
could  send  for  their  wives  and  their  children.  At 
present  complaints  were  often  made  of  letters  sent  by 
emigrants  to  their  friends,  or  by  those  friends  to  the 
emigrants,  miscarrying.  In  the  latter  case,  however, 
the  reason  too  frequently  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
letters  were  directed.  When  a  man  left  this  country  it 
was  common  for  him  to  say  to  his  friends  here,  "  direct 
to  me  at  the  Post-office,  Melbourne,"  but  when  he  got 
there  he  probably  went  off  to  Geelong,  and  from  there 
to  the  diggings,  and  his  letters  being  directed  to  the 
post-office,  Melbourne,  were  never  inquired  for,  and  of 
course  never  reached  him.  A  post-ofHce  employe  had 
shown  her  a  packet  of  letters  addressed  in  this  way  to 
persons  whose  names  commenced  with  the  letter  S, 
which  took  him  five  hours  to  go  through.  How  was  it 
possilde  that  the  parties  to  whom  these  letters  were 
addressed,  scattered  as  they  were  all  over  the  colony. 


could  be  found  ?  The  usual  practice  was  to  keep  letters 
a  month  at  the  post-office,  then  to  open  them  and 
advertise  them,  registering  those  which  contained 
money  ;  and  if  they  were  not  then  applied  for  to  destroy 
them.  The  fault  they  would  see,  then,  was  the  manner 
in  which  the  letters  were  directed.  This  difficulty  it 
was  proposed  to  obviate  by  means  of  a  register  of  all  the 
emigrants  as  they  went  out,  so  that  those  who  were 
connected  with  them  might  be  sure  that  the  letters 
would  arrive  at  their  destination.  She  suggested  that  it 
would  be  a  very  great  advantage  if  the  shipowners 
would  enter  into  an  arrangement  by  which  the  whole 
expenses  of  the  conveyance  of  emigrants  from  this 
country  might  be  included  in  one  sum,  so  that  a  man 
who  sent  for  his  wife  or  children  might  know  precisely 
what  the  whole  cost  would  be,  and  have  the  opportunity 
of  paying  it  down  at  once.  She  had  spoken  to  several 
of  the  railway  directors  in  this  country,  and  they  were 
anxious  to  co-operate  in  such  a  plan,  provided  they  had 
the  security  of  some  respectable  house.  She  had 
experienced  the  difficulty  of  providing  lodgings  for 
females  at  the  shipping  ports  when  they  arrived, 
previous  to  embarkation.  At  Southampton  for  instance, 
she  had  known  women  arrive  at  half-past  eleven  or 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  by  the  railway  without  having 
a  place  to  go  to,  and  when  beds  were  provided  for 
them,  they  were  found  to  be  too  expensive.  She  was 
happy  to  say  that  this  difficulty  was  about  to  be  removed. 
A  second  class  hotel  was  going  to  be  established  there,  in 
which  persons  of  the  description  she  alluded  to  might 
be  accommodated  with  a  bed  and  three  plain  meals  a  day 
for  3s.  There  was  a  temperance  hotel  also  at  Plymouth, 
the  proprietor  of  which  was  disposed  to  afford  the 
same  accommodation  for  os.  6d.  or  is.,  where  there  were 
a  number  of  persons  together.  She  hoped,  too,  there 
would  soon  be  something  of  the  kind  at  Gravesend. 
Mrs.  Chisholm  then  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the 
advantage  of  providing  means  of  taking  out  the  parents 
of  emigrants,  the  moral  influence  of  whose  presence 
over  their  children  in  the  colony  would  be  incalculable. 
She  would  stand  being  pelted  at  for  twelve  years  if  she 
could  succeed  in  bringing  out  to  Australia  a  hundred 
grandmothers.  She  urged  the  necessity  of  strictly 
examining  the  food  on  board  emigrant  ships  and  of 
avoiding  idleness  wliile  on  board.  She  also  considered 
it  of  importance  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
religious  teaching  during  the  voyage  ;  for  the  vessel  in 
which  she  was  going  to  Australia  there  would  be  a 
clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  one  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  who 
wouldtakecharge  of  anumberof  Hebrew  girls  who  would 
accompany  her  on  the  voyage.  In  the  same  vessel 
a  number  of  betrothed  girls  were  going  out  whose 
intended  husbands  had  sent  the  means  for  their  passage. 
These  v/ould  be  under  her  superintendence,  and  she 
would  take  care  not  to  lose  sight  of  them  till  they  were 
married.  There  was  no  more  impropriety  in  a  female 
going  out  to  Australia  to  be  married  than  in  ladies 
going  to  India  for  a  similar  purpose,  which  was  a 
matter  of  every-day  occurrence.  When  she  went  to 
India  she  had  application  from  five  ladies  to  go  out  with 
the  same  view,  and  solely  on  speculation.  When  young 
men  emigrated,  it  was  usually  with  a  view  of  getting 
married  earlier  than  they  would  if  they  remained  at 
home  ;  but  the  plan  she  would  recommend  under  such 
circumstances  was  that  they  should  leave  a  deposit  of  two 
or  three  pounds  with  some  respectable  shipowner, 
towards  defraying  the  expense  of  conveying  out  to  them, 
at  some  future  time,  the  object  of  their  affections.  She 
promised  that  any  girls  who  were  entrusted  to  her  care 
should  be  well  looked  after  when  they  arrived,  and 
concluded  by  thanking  the  audience  for  the  attention 
with  which  they  had  heard  her,  and  the  warm  welcome 
they  had  given  to  her. 

During  the  month  of  September  last,  24,331  emigrants 
left  Liverpool  in  ships  under  government  inspection  ; 
1051  more  than  in  September  last  year. 

A  letter  from  Belfast,  published  in  one  of  the  Derry 
paiiers,  thus  refers  to  tlie  progress  of  Emigration  from 
Ulster.  "Emigration  from  the  north  is,  of  course,  on 
the  decrease,  the  approach  of  winter  having  caused 
many  intending  emigrants  to  stop  at  home  until  spring, 
but  preparations  for  the  Canadas,  United  States,  and 
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Auntralla,  arc  going  on  to  a  large  extent  in  the  country, 
Kvcry  faVDuniiilc  letter  from  frieiulsi  located  beyond  the 
Allaiill(^  teiulH  to  er<'ate  a  wisli  to  fiilldw  llmse  \vli(>  liave 
gone    liefiire.     And    as   many   <il'  these   letters   contain 


money  to  amnt  relatives  at  homo  in  their  voyage  to  the 

land  (if  adoption,  it,  need  nut  ho  thought  strange  that 
so  many  tliousands  belako  themselves  to  join  the 
suocesslul  jiionuerH." 


NARRATIVE  OF  FOTIFJGN  EVENTS, 


TnK  lumtcrn  Qiiesfion  eontiniiCR,  tlirovinhont  lilnropo, 
to  he  till)  engrossinff  siihject  of  |)nhlie  interest.  The 
J'lmperors  of  Ifussia  and  Aiistria  had  a  meeting  at 
Olmul/  in  tlie  last  week  of  Seplcmher,  win  n  they  pjissed 
two  or  three  days  together,  in  military  siiectades  and 
private  conierences.  'I'he  two  I'lmperors  and  the  Kin^' 
of  I'rnssia  have  sinoe  met  at  Warsaw.  Tli(^  rosnlts  of 
these  meetings  have  not  transpired. 

On  the  '1th  of  Oi'tolier  (llu'  lirst  day  of  the  year  in 
Turkey)  the  Manifesto  of  the  Sultan,  eonlalning  n 
declaration  of  war  against  .Russia,  was  piililiely  r<'ad 
in  nil  the  niosr)\ies.  This  important  (hieument,  which 
takes  II  review  of  the  whole  (pn'stion,  intimates  the 
course  to  he  |)ursueil  towards  Itussia,  and  assigns  the 
reasons  lor  adopting  it,  is  in  the  following  terms  : — "  In 
the  present  state  of  cireumstances,  it  would  he  super- 
fluous to  take  up  from  its  very  commencement  the  cx- 
]>laiuitioM  of  the  dillirenee  which  has  arisen  h(^tween  the 
Su)iliin(^  I'orl<^  and  Russia,  to  cuter  anew  iiito  the  detail 
of  the  diverse  |>has(s  which  tills  diU'cri'nce  has  gone 
through,  or  to  reproduce  the  opinions  an<l  judgnientH  (d 
the  g<ivcrnnn'nt  of  his  Majesty  the  Sultan,  wliich  have 
been  nnnic  [luhlic  by  the  olhcial  <locuments  jironniigated 
from  time  to  time.  In  spite  ot  tlu'  di'sirc  not  to  reslati' 
the  ur;,'ent  reasouR  which  determined  tlie  moililications 
introdiice<l  l)v  the  Sublime  I'ort.c  into  the  draft  of  the 
note  prepared  at  Vienna  (motives  exposed  previii\isly  in 
a  note  cx|)hinatory  of  the  niodilications),  yet  new  solici- 
tations Iniving  been  nnulc  for  the  adoption,  ])urc  and 
simple,  of  tli(>  said  note,  in  consequence  of  the  non- 
ndhesion  of  Russia  to  these  same  nu)dilications,  tlic 
Ottoman  Oovcrnmcnt,  (luding  itself  at  present  conipelled 
and  forced  to  undertake  war,  thinks  it  a  duty  to  give  an 
exposition  of  the  impcriovis  rcascnis  tor  that  important 
determination,  as  well  as  for  those  wbicli  have  (d)liged 
it  not  to  regulate  this  time  its  conduct  according  to  the 
counsels  of  the  great  Towers  its  allies,  although  it  has 
never  ceased  to  apjireciati'  the  benevolent  nature  of  their 
suggc'StiouH.  Till'  |iriii<'ipal  |)nints  to  which  the  (Jovcrn- 
ment  of  his  MajcHty  tlie  Sultan  desires  to  give  l)r()- 
minence  are  these  :-'I'liat  from  the  very  beginning  his 
conduct  has  furnished  no  motive  of  ciuarrcl,  and  that, 
nnimated  with  the  desire  of  preserving  (leacc,  he  has 
acted  with  a  remarkable  K|)irit,  of  moderation  and  eon- 
eiliatiou  fr(MU  the  eommcnci'ment  ot  the  dilleri'iKH"  unto 
the  jirescnt  time.  It  is  easy  to  ])ri)ve  these  facts  to  all 
who  do  not  wander  fnnn  the  patli  of  justice  and  cciuity. 
I'lven  su|)posiiig  that  Russia  had  a  subject  of  complaint 
in  relation  to  the  Holy  i'liu-cs,  she  ought  to  have  cir- 
cumscribed her  actions  and  solicitations  within  the  liniils 
of  this  <|uestion  alone,  and  ought  not  to  have  rfiised  jirc- 
tcnsicius  which  the  object  of  her  complaints  could  not 
Hustuin.  She  ought  not,  moreover,  to  have  taken 
measures  of  intiniidalion,  sucli  as  sending  her  troops  to 
the  frcuitiers,  and  making  naval  prepiiratKuis  at  Sclias- 
topol,  on  the  subject,  of  a  (luestiiin  which  might  have 
been  settled  amieahly  bitween  the  two  powers.  But  it 
is  evident  that  what  has  taken  place  is  totally  contrary 
to  an  iiili'iition  of  amiciilde  setth'incnt.  'I'he  iiucstion  of 
the  Holy  I'laces  had  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  ])artieH;  and  the  Ooveriiment  of  his  Majesty  the 
Sultan  had  lc-sti(ied  favcnirable  disjiositions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  ginirantees  demanded.  In  short,  Russia  had 
no  longer  any  ground  lor  raising  any  |irotist.  Is  it  not 
seeking  a  pretext  for  (juarrcl  then,  to  insist,  as  Russia 
has  done,  upon  the  (luestion  of  the  privileges  of  the 
(ireek  ('hiireh  granted  by  the  Ottoman  (lovernment, 
Jirivilegcs  which  tlu'  (iovcrnment  believes  its  honour,  its 
<Iignity,  and  its  sovenign  power  are  concerni'd  in  main- 
tinning,  and  (Ui  the  subject  of  which  it  can  neither 
admit  till'  interference  mu'  the  surveillance  of  any 
government?  Is  it  not  Russia  which  has  occupieil  witii 
considcrahio  forces  the   ininciiaditii'S  of  Moldavia  and 


Wallachia,  diclaring  at  the  same  time  that  these  pro- 
vinces should  serve  asa  guarantee,  mil  il  she  had  obtained 
what  she  desircil  ?  lias  not  this  act  been  considered 
justly  by  the  Sublime  I'orte  as  a  violation  of  treaties, 
and  conse(|uently  as  a  iiistiH  Iwllif  Have  the  other 
powers  theinsilvcs  been  able  to  cowe  to  any  other 
decision  ?  Who,  then,  will  (bnibt  tliat  Russia  has  been 
the  aggressor  ?  Ooiild  the  Sublime  I'orle,  which  has 
always  observed  all  her  treaties  witli  a  lidelily  known  to 
all,  by  infringing  lliein  in  any  way,  <lo  more  than  deter- 
mine Russia  to  a  proceeding  so  violent  as  that  <d'  herself 
infringing  all  these  trcatiis  ?  Again,  has  there  arisen, 
cnntriiry  to  the  promise  cxjilieitly  given  in  the  treaty  of 
Kiiinardje,  such  facts  in  the  Ottoman  Knijiire  as  the 
demolition  of  t!hvistiaii  (diurches,  or  obstacles  op[)oscd  to 
the  exercise  of  the  (!liristiaii  religion  ?  The  Ottoman 
(I. .billet,  without  desiring  to  enter  into  too  long  details 
on  thi'se  points,  doubts  not  tli/it  the  high  jiowers,  its 
allies,  will  judge  with  perfect  truth  and  justiiM'  on  the 
statement  just  exhibited.  As  to  the  noii-ailoplion  of  the 
Vienna  note  in  its  pure  and  simple  form  by  the  Sublinu> 
I'orte,  it  is  to  he  remarked  that  this  Jiroject,  although 
not  in  every  point  conformed  to  the  note  of  riince 
Meii'-cliikoir,  and  while  eontaining,  it  is  true,  in  its  com- 
position, Komi'  of  the  pariigraphs  of  the  ilrMught  note  id' 
the  Siihlinie  I'liiie,  is  not  as  a  wlnde,  whether  in  Utter 
in-  spirit,  essentially  (liil'erent  from  that  of  I'rincc 
Menscliilioir.  'J'he  assurances  recently  given  by  the 
representatives  of  the  (ircat  I'owers  respecting  the 
apprehended  danger  from  hurtful  interpretations  of  the 
draught  note  in  (|Ucstion,  arc  a  new  jiroof  of  the  kind 
intentions  of  their  respective  governments  towards  the 
Sublime  I'orte.  They  have  conHe(|uently  |uoduced  a 
lively  satisfaction  on  tlie  part  of  the  (Jovernment  of  his 
Ma|esl,y  the  Sultan.  It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that 
while  we  have  still  before  our  eyes  a  strife  of  religious 
privileges  raised  liy  Russia,  which  scck-i  to  base  its  claims 
on  a  iiaragrapb  so  clear  and  so  precise  in  the  treaty  of 
Kainardjr';  which  wishes  to  insert  in  ii  diplomatic 
document  the  paragraph  concerning  the  active  solic^iludo 
of  the  I'lmperor  of  Russia  for  the  nniinti'iiancc  in  the 
states  of  the  Sublime  I'orte  of  religious  imniunitics  and 
privileges  which  were  granted  to  the  (ireek  rite 
by  the  Ottoman  emperors  hcforo  Russia  so  much  as 
existed  as  an  empire,  to  leave  in  a  dark  and  doubtful 
state  the  absence  of  all  relation  between  these  jirivilegcs 
mill  the  treaty  of  K  utschuk  Kainardje  to  employ  in  favour 
of  a  great  community  ol  subjects  of  the  Sublime  i'orte  pro- 
fessing the  (ireek  religion  expressions  which  might 
make  allusion  to  treaties  concluded  with  l''rance  and 
Austria  relative  to  the  French  and  Latin  religions — this 
would  be  to  incur  the  risk  of  placing  in  the  hands  of 
Russia  vague  and  obscure  paragraphs,  sonic  of  which 
are  contrarv  to  the  reality  of  facts,  and  would  oll'er  to 
Russia  a  solid  pretext  for  her  iiretcnsions  to  a  ridigious 
surveillance  and  ]u-otectorate — ])reteiisioiis  which  that 
power  would  altenipt  to  |u'odiice,  aHirming  that  they  are 
not  derogatory  to  tile  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
the  .Sublime  I'orte.  The  very  language  of  the  vnipliiiji's 
and  agents  of  Russia,  who  liiivc  declared  that  the  inten- 
tion of  (iovcrnment  was  no  other  than  to  Inllil  the  oflico 
of  an  advocate  with  the  Sublime  I'orte  whenever  acts 
contrary  to  existing  privileges  might  be  done,  is  a 
patent  proof  of  the  justice  of  opinion  of  the  Ottonnm 
(Jovernment.  If  the  ( Jovernnicnt  of  his  Majesty  the 
Sultan  has  judged  it  necessary  to  reijuire  that  assurance 
should  be  given,  even  if  the  niodilications  which  it  intro- 
duced into  the  Vienna  note  were  adopted,  how  in 
conscience  could  it  be  traiKiuil  if  the  note  were  to  be 
retained  in  its  integrity  and  without  moililieation  ?  The 
Sublime  Tort',  in  acci'pting  that  which  it  lias  di  clurcd 
to  all  the  wold  it  emild  not  admit  without  being  com- 
pelled thereto,  would  compromise  its  dignity  in  view  of 
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the  other  powers,  would  sncrifice  its  honour  in  the  eyes 
of  its  own  suhjects,  and  would  commit  a  mental  and 
moral  suicide.  Although  the  relusiil  of  Russia  to 
accord  the  modifications  required  hy  the  Sublime  Porte 
has  been  based  on  a  question  of  honour,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  ground  of  that  refusal  was  simply  and 
solely  its  desire  not  to  allow  explicit  terms  to  replace 
vague  expressions,  which  might  at  some  future  time 
fuiiiish  it  with  a  pretext  for  intermeddling.  Such 
conduct,  therefore,  compels  the  Sublime  Porte  to  persist 
on  its  jiart  in  withholding  its  adhesion.  The  reasons 
which  have  determined  the  Ottoman  government  to 
make  its  modifications  having  been  appreciated  by  the 
representatives  of  the  Four  Powers,  it  is  proved  that 
the  Sulilime  Porto  was  right  in  not  purely  and  simply 
adopting  the  Vienna  note.  It  is  not  with  the  view  of 
criticising  a  project  which  obtained  the  assent  of  the 
great  Powers  that  we  enter  upon  a  discuseion  of  the 
inconveniences  which  the  Vienna  note  ])resents.  'J'heir 
efforts  liave  always  tended  to  tlie  preservation  of  peace, 
while  defending  the  riuhls  and  independence  of  the 
Imjicrinl  government.  Tlie  endeavours  made  to  attain 
these  objects  havin_'  been  as  laudable  as  can  be  conceived, 
the  Sublime  Porte  cannot  suiliciently  aeUnowlcdge 
them,  liut,  as  evidently  each  government  must  po.ssess, 
in  conse(iuence  of  its  peculiar  knowledge  and  local 
experience,  more  facilities  than  any  otlier  government 
for  judging  of  the  i)oints  which  concerns  its  own  rights, 
the  examinalion  which  the  Ottoman  government  nnikes 
is  prom[ited  entirely  by  its  desire  to  justify  the  obligatory 
situation  in  whicli,  to  its  great  regret,'  it  finds  itself 
placed,  desiring,  as  it  has  done,  to  continue  following 
the  benevolent  counsels  offered  to  it  by  its  allies  ever 
since  the  commencement  of  the  differences,  and  which 
until  now  it  has  followed.  If  it  is  alleged  that  the  haste 
with  which  the  Vienna  note  was  drawn  up  results  from 
the  backwardness  of  the  Sublime  Porte  to  propose  an 
arrangement,  the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Sultan 
must  justify  itself  by  stating  the  following  facts: — 
Before  the  entrance  of  the  llussian  troops  into  the  two 
Principalities,  some  of  the  representatives  of  the  Powers, 
actuated  by  the  sincere  intention  of  ])rcventing  the 
occupation  of  tliose  jirovinces,  urged  upon  the  Sublime 
Porte  the  necessity  of  framing  a  draft  note  occupying  a 
middle  place  between  the  draft  note  of  the  Sublime 
Porte  and  that  of  Prince  Menschikoll'.  More  lately, 
the  representatives  of  the  Powers,  confidently  communi- 
cated diflerent  schemes  of  arrangement  to  the  Sublime 
Porte.  None  of  these  latter  responded  to  tlie  views  of 
the  Imjierial  government;  and  the  Ottoman  cabinet 
was  on  the  point  of  entering  into  negotiations  with  the 
representatives  of  the  Powers  on  the  basis  of  a  project 
drawn  up  by  itself  in  conformity  with  llieso  suggestions. 
It  was  at  this  moment  that  news  of  the  i)apsage  of  the 
Pruth  by  the  Russians  arrived,  a  fact  which  changed 
the  face  of  thi'  whole  question.  The  draught  note  ])ro- 
posed  by  the  Sublime  Porto  was  then  set  aside,  and  the 
cabinets  were  re(iuested  to"  express  their  views  of  this 
violation  of  treaties  after  the  protest  of  tlio  Sublime 
Porte.  On  the  one  hand  the  Ottoman  cabinet  had  to 
wait  for  their  replies,  and  on  the  other,  it  drew  up,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  representatives  of  the  Powers,  a 
project  of  arrangements,  which  was  sent  to  Vienna. 
As  the  sole  answer  to  all  these  active  steps,  the  draft  of 
our  note  at  Vienna  made  its  appearance.  However 
that  may  be,  the  Ottoman  government  fearing  rightly 
everything  which  might  imply  a  right  of  interference 
in  favour  of  Russia  in  religious  matters,  could  do  no 
more  than  give  assurances  calculated  to  dissipate  the 
doubts  which  had  become  the  subject  of  discussion  ; 
and  it  will  not,  after  so  many  i)rei)arations  and 
sacrifices,  accept  propositions  wbicli  could  not  l>e 
received  at  the  time  of  the  stay  of  Prince  Mcn- 
schikoif  at  Constantinople.  Since  the  cabinet  of 
St.  Petersburg  has  not  been  content  with  the 
assurances  and  pledges  that  have  been  (jfiVred,  since 
the  benevolent  efforts  of  the  high  Powers  have 
remained  fruitless,  since,  in  fine,  the  Sublime  Porte 
cannot  tolerate  or  suffer  any  longer  the  actual  state  of 
things,  or  th(^  prolongation  of  the  occupation  of  the 
Molde-Wallachian  Principalities,  they  being  integral 
portions  of  its  eni|>ire — the  Ottoman  cabinet,  with  the 
firm  and  praiseworthy  intention  of  defending  the  sacred 


rights  of  sovereignty  and  the  independence  of  its  govern- 
ment, will  employ  just  reprisals  against  a  violation  of  the 
treaties  whch  it  considers  a  caxus  belli.  It  notifies, 
then,  oftieially,  that  the  goverment  of  his  Majesty  the 
Sultan  finds  itself  obliged  to  declare  war,  that  it  has 
given  most  precise  instructions  to  his  Excellency  Omar 
Pacha  to  demand  from  Prince  (iovlschakoff  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  Principalities,  and  to  commence  hostilities 
if  after  a  delay  of  fifteen  days  from  the  arrival  of  his 
despatch  iit  the  Russian  head- ([uartcrs  an  answer  in  the  ne- 
gative should  be  returned.  It  is<listiiictly  understood  that 
should  the  reply  of  Prince  Gcntschakoif  he  neyative,  the 
Russians  are  to  ([uit  the  Ottoman  Slates,  and  that  tho 
commercial  relati(uis  of  the  respeetivo  sulijects  of  the 
two  governments  shall  be  broken  off.  At  the  same  time 
tho  Sublime  Porte  will  not  consider  it  just  to  lay  an 
embargo  upon  Russian  merchant  vessels,  as  has  been  the 
practice.  Conseciuently,  they  will  be  warned  to  resort 
either  to  the  Black  Sea  or  to  the  Mi-iliterranean  Sea,  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  within  a  term  that  shall  hereafter 
be  fixed.  Moreover,  the  Ottoman  government  being 
unwilling  to  place  hindrances  in  the  way  of  ccunmercial 
intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  friendly  powers,  will 
during  the  war  leave  tho  straits  open  to  their  mercantile 
marine." 

Omar  Pacha  was  instructed  to  communicate  ths 
n  solve  of  tlie  Sultan  to  Prince  (iortsehakoff;  and  he 
did  so,  in  the  following  note  : — •"  Monsieur  le  (ieneral— 
It  is  by  tho  order  of  my  Government  that  I  have  the 
honour  to  address  this  letter  to  your  I'lxcelleney.  Whilst 
the  Sublime  Porte  has  exhausted  all  means  of  conci- 
liation to  maintain  at  once  peace  and  its  own  independ- 
encp,  tho  Court  of  Russia  has  not  ceased  to  raise 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  any  such  settlement,  and  has 
ended  with  the  vi(dation  of  treaties— invading  the  two 
Principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallaehia,  integral  jiarts 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  True  to  its  pacific  system,  the 
Porte,  instead  of  exercising  its  right  to  make  reprisals, 
confined  itself  even  then  to  protesting,  and  did  not 
deviate  from  the  way  that  might  lead  to  an  arrangement. 
Russia,  on  the  contrary,  far  from  evincing  corresponding 
sentiments,  has  ended  by  rejecting  ihe  proposals  recom- 
mended by  the  august  mediating  Courts, — pro|)osals 
which  were  alike  necessary  to  the  lionour  and  to  the 
security  of  the  Porte.  There  only  remains  for  the  latter 
the  indispensible  necessity  of  war.  But  as  the  invasion 
of  the  Principalities,  and  the  violation  of  treaties  wtiich 
have  attended  it,  arc  the  veritable  causes  of  war,  the 
Sublime  Porte,  as  a  last  expression  of  its  pacific  senti- 
ments, proposes  to  your  l>',xcellency,  by  my  intervention, 
the  evacuation  of  the  two  ])rovinces,  and  grants  for  your 
decisiiui  a  term  of  fifteen  days,  to  <Iate  from  the  receipt 
of  this  letter.  If  within  this  interval  a  negative  answer 
shall  reach  me  from  your  KxecUency,  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  will  be  the  natural  conseciuenee.  While 
I  have  the  honour  to  make  this  intimation  to  your 
Kxcdiency,  I  embrace  the  op|iortunity  to  offer  the 
assuranies  of  my  high  esteem."  To  this  summons 
Prince  (iortsehakoff  replied,  that  "  Russia  is  not  at  war 
with  Turkey  ;  that  in  any  season  he  would  he  iirejiarcd 
to  evacuate  the  Principalities  as  soon  as  liis  master  had 
obtained  the  moral  satisfaction  which  he  demanded  ; 
and  that  if  he  were  attacked  he  would  defend  himself." 

The  total  force  of  the  Turkish  army  now  under  arms 
is  estimated  and  distributed  as  follows; — 120,000 
between  the  Danube  and  the  Balkan,  l.'),()00  in  Bosnia, 
(iOOO  near  Pristina,  on  the  Servian  fronliir  ;  ;3(l,000 
who  will  be  mustered  very  shortly  at  Adrianopb'  ;  and 
from  80,000  to  100,000  on  the  frontier  of  Asia.  All  tho 
letters  from  Constantinople  arc  full  of  accounts  of  the 
militiiry  preparations  which  are  going  on  with  unceasing 
activity.  Patriotic  gifts  are  pouring  in  from  all 
quarters :  jewels,  nnmey,  horses,  houses,  lands— all  are 
offered  for  the  national  service.  Exclusive  of  the 
reserves,  orders  have  been  issued  for  the  formation  of 
Sicorpsiii  00,000  men,  taken  from  the  Redifs  who  are 
still  disposalde.  Of  that  carps  :of  .50,000  men,  18,101 
were  to  be  armed  and  e(|iiipped  by  the  city  of  Con- 
stantinople. Those  18,101  all  answered  to  the  summons, 
and  crowded  to  their  standard  in  one  day.  The  arsenals 
produced  in  the  course  of  a  single  week  the  ciinnon, 
muskets',  and  ammunition  necessary  for  the  flO.OOO  men, 
and  the  hcuses  re(iuisite  for  the  cavalry  of  the  name  corps 
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were  forthcoming  in  one  day  at  Constantinople.  The 
Russians,  on  the  other  hand,  are  busied  in  preparations.' 
Immense  barracks  are  beings  constructed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Danube,  where  the  Russians  intend  to  pass  the 
winter.  General  Gortschakoff  has  demanded  of  the 
Prince  of  Wallachia  a  7ieavy  sum  of  money  for  the  con- 
struction of  these  barracks,  which  has  been  paid. 
This  expense  will  be  included  in  the  debt  imposed 
on  the  country  for  the  occupation  of  1S4S  to  1851.  The 
Wallacbian  Government  is  obliged  to  contract  a  debt  of 
six  millions  of  piasters  (about  60,000^.)  to  meet  the 
demands  of  General  Gortschakoff.  The  fleet  in  the 
harbour  of  Cronstadt,  which  had  laid  up  for  the  winter, 
is  ordered  to  prepare  for  sea  with  all  possible  despatch, 
and  to  proceed  at  once  to  Revel. 


The  Emperor  and  Empress  of  France  have  been 
making  tours  through  various  parts  of  the  kingdom ; 
the  first  was  in  the  north,  they  visited  Arras,  Lille, 
St.  Omer,  Boulogne,  and  Amiens.  At  Boulogne,  the 
Emperor  was  more  coolly  received  than  at  the  other 
places ;  but  the  Empress  was  universally  popular. 
During  his  visit  to  Boulogne,  the  Emperor  gave  the 
military  medal  to  the  gendarme  who  arrested  him  in 
1840  ;  saying  to  those  about  him,  "  I  admire  men  who 
obey  their  chiefs."  He  also  gave  500  francs  to  the  coast- 
guard who  aimed  his  musket  at  him  on  the  same 
occasion.  The  Emperor  and  Empress  have  been  sub- 
sequently residing  at  Compiegne,  for  the  enjoyment  of 
field  sports. — For  some  time  the  government  has  been 
alarmed  by  suspicions  of  plots,  and  searches  have  been 
made  here  and  there.  The  house  of  M.  Goudchaux, 
Minister  of  Finance  under  the  Provisional  Government 
of  the  Republic,  was  searched  by  the  Police  on  the  17th 
instant.  They  found  a  heap  of  receipts  for  monies  paid 
by  M.  Goudchaux  as  charity  to  political  exiles;  and 
forthwith  they  arrested  him,  detained  him  a  few  hours, 
and  then  liberated,him,on  condition  thathe  shouldappear 
when  called  on.  M.  Delescluze.  a  partisan  of  Ledru 
RoUin,  was  also  arrested,  and  his  papers  were  seized. 
Delescluze  is  under  sentence  for  participation  in  the  abor- 
tive insurrection  of  M.  Ledru  Rnllin  in  18-19,  and  he  had 
no  right  to  be  in  France.  M.  Marchais,  well  known  in 
Paris  as  the  secretary  of  the  famous  society  styled 
"  Aide-toi  et  le  ciel  t'aidera,"  and  the  founder  of  the 
club  entitled  "  Les  Amis  de  la  Constitution,"  after  the 
revolution  of  1848,  is  also  under  arrest.  M.  Bastide, 
formerly  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  was  visited  by 
the  police  ;  as  well  as  other  members  of  the  Cavaignac 
party.  Notwithstanding  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
government  to  keep  down  the  price  of  bread,  it  is  still 
on  the  increase.  Some  of  the  bakers  of  the  banlieue 
of  Paris  complain  that  they  have  not  yet  been  paid  the 
indemnity  promised  to  them  by  the  government  when 
the  price  of  bread  was  limited,  and  threaten  to  close  their 
shops.     In  several  localities  it  has  risen  to  twenty  sous. 


The  accounts  from  Madrid  describe  the  growing  un- 
popularity of  the  Queen  and  her  government.  The 
public  feeling  was  strongly  expressed  at  the  Opera  on 
the  night  of  the  18th.  Her  Majesty,  it  appears,  arrived, 
according  to  her  usual  custom,  long  after  the  perform- 
ance commenced,  but  the  piece  was  suspended  in  order 
to  play  the  "  Marcha  Be'il"  as  the  Queen  entered  her 
box.  The  spectators  stood  up,  as  usual  on  similar 
occasions,  but  a  general  cry  of  "  Basta !  Basta ! " 
("  Enough  !  Enough  !  ")  broke  from  the  majority  of  the 
audience,  to  the  evident  mortification  of  the  Court  and 
to  the  terror  of  the  "  ruling  influence,"  who  was,  with 
one  of  the  ministers  whom  he  especially  protects,  in  a 
box  above.  The  general  demand  of  the  audience  was 
complied  with,  and  the  opera  proceeded.  This  is  all  the 
more  significant,  as,  considering  the  parts  of  the  house 
from  which  the  cry  proceeded,  the  signs  of  dissatisfac- 
tion were  manifested  by  the  elite  of  Madrid.  Those 
only  who  are  accustomed  to  Spanish  etiquette  will  be 
able  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  such  an  occurrence. 
At  the  theatre  it  is  contrary  to  etiquette  to  give  any 
sign  of  approbation  when  Royalty  is  present,  unless 
Royalty  gives  the  signal  of  applause  ;  but  disapproba- 
tion, when  the  Queen  or  King  presides,  is  what  seldom 
or  never  occurs.  When  the  public,  however,  is  so 
excited  as  to  interrupt  the  air  which  invariably  greets 


the  presence  of  the  Sovereign,  by  hisses,  or  any  other 
sign  of  discontent,  the  indignation  must  be  strong 
indeed. 


The  IVar  in  C*Vcn.ss!'«  continues  without  intermission. 
Letters  from  Tiflis  mention  the  taking  of  the  Russian 
fortress  of  Toprak-kale  by  the  Circassians,  who,  having 
advanced  to  the  Black  Sea,  attacked  five  fortified  posts, 
and  razed  the  forts  of  Gostogajewskofi  and  Tenguinsky. 
In  consequence  of  these  disasters  Russia  has  been  neces- 
sitated to  send  reinforcements,  which  are  already  off 
the  coast.  Three  Russian  brigades  have  advanced 
towards  the  frontiers  at  Tortum,  and  Adi,  the  Pacha  of 
that  place,  and  Selim  Pacha,  of  Batoun,  are  preparing 
to  make  a  diversion,  which  would  assist  the  inhabitants 
of  Lasistam,  the  Kurds,  Circassians,  and  people  of 
Daghestan,  to  relieve  their  brave  brethren  in  the  Crimea 
from  a  foreign  yoke. 


Extraordinary  excitement  existed  in  the  Sandicich  j 
Islands,  at  the  date  of  the  last  advices,  in  consequence  j 
of  the  awful  ravages  of  tViC  small-pox,  and  the  utter 
neglect  of  the  proper  authorities  to  take  any  steps  to 
check  the  pernicious  scourge.  The  natives  were  being 
swept  away  like  leaves  in  the  autumn  ;  in  some  districts 
over  one-third  of  the  population  had  died,  and  in  the 
city  of  Honolulu  there  were  six  hundred  and  sixty-three 
interments  between  the  26th  of  June  and  22nd  of  July. 
So  great  was  the  indignation  of  the  citizens  against  the 
Ministers  of  Finance  and  Public  Instruction,  who  re- 
fused to  provide  means  for  the  purpose  of  vaccinating  all 
who  required  it,  that  large  meetings  had  been  held,  at 
which  resolutions  were  adopted  requesting  their  dis- 
missal from  office.  A  petition  for  the  same  object  had 
received  some  thirteen  thousand  signatures,  and  been 
presented  to  King  Kamahamaha,  but  what  action  his 
Majesty  would  take  in  the  matter  had  not  transpired,  j 
The  wheat  crop  of  the  islands  had  been  harvested  and  j 
found  to  realise  the  most  sanguine  expectation  of  the 
husbandmen.  Many  mills  and  machine  works  were 
being  constructed,  and  great  efforts  were  making  among 
all  classes  to  increase  both  the  mechanical  and  agricul- 
tural productions  of  the  islands. 

The  accounts  from  California  represent  many  parts 
of  that  country  as  being  in  a  very  disturbed  state  from 
the  depredations  and  opposition  of  the  Indians.  They 
had  attacked  a  village  near  Guaymas,  and  killed  100 
persons,  men,  women,  and  children.  During  a  sangui- 
nary engagement  between  the  Indians  and  inhabitants 
of  Rogue  River  "Valley  the  latter  came  off  victorious, 
killing  10  and  wounding  30  of  the  Indians  although  they 
only  lost  three  of  their  own  number.  The  state  of 
society  in  San  Francisco  and  its  neighbourhood  is  de- 
scribed as  frightful.  Outrages  and  deeds  of  blood  and 
violence  are  of  daily  occurrence.  The  following  are  a 
few  of  the  worst  cases  :— On  the  13th  of  September,  C. 
R.  Drew  shot  Dr.  Gillis  in  a  street  in  San  Francisco. 
The  ball  entered  at  the  inner  corner  of  the  left  eye, 
ranged  downward,  and  lodged  in  the  right  side  of  the 
neck.  The  wound  was  expected  to  prove  fatal.  The 
cause  of  the  difficulty  was,  that  Drew's  wife  wished  to 
obtain  a  divorce,  and  Gillis  advised  her,  and  Drew  sus- 
pected an  improper  intimacy.  On  the  14th  a  disturb- 
ance took  place  at  Downieville,  between  two  men  named 
John  Potter  alias  Baltimore  Jack  and  Muntz,  respecting 
a  mining  claim  at  Forest  City.  It  appeared  that  Muntz 
had  been  requested  to  collect  some  money  from  Jack  that 
was  due  to  a  party  in  Downieville,  it  being  a  balance 
of  purchase-money  for  a  mining  claim.  Jack  remon- 
strated with  Muntz,  and  a  rencontre  ensued.  It  is 
stated  that  Jack  kicked  Muntz,  whereupon  Muntz 
drew  his  knife  and  stabbed  Jack  in  the  abdomen, 
inflicting  a  wound  that  caused  his  death  yesterday 
morning.  The  coroner  held  an  inquest  on  the 
body,  and  Muntz  was  brought  to  town  in  custody 
of  the  sheriflf  of  the  county.  Next  morning  a  deputa- 
tion arrived  from  Forest  city,  and  before  the  officers  of 
the  law  had  an  opportunity  to  try  the  prisoner  the  mob 
had  attempted  to  seize  him  from  the  custody  of  the 
sheriff,  and  try  him,  as  they  said,  by  "  Judge  Lynch 
law."  The  sherifi'  remonstrated  with  thtm,  and,  after 
great  difficulty,  succeeded  in  getting  the  mob  dispersed. 
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For  a  time  all  was  comparatively  quiet.  At  12  o'clock 
some  of  the  ringleaders  were  attempting  to  agitate  the 
matter,  when  the  sheriff  very  properly  arrested  one  of 
them  as  an  example.  At  this  time  the  excitement  ran 
ver)'  high,  and  another  attempt  was  made  to  rescue  the 
prisoner.  Every  good  and  law-abiding  citizen  i[i  town 
was  called  on  by  the  sheriff  to  form  a  posse  comitalus  to 
assist  him  in  preserving  the  peace.  The  prisoner  was 
confined  in  one  of  the  upper  rooms  of  Craycroft's  mag- 
nificent saloon,  and  about  1  'clock  a  rush  was  made  up 
the  stairs,  at  which  time  a  revolver  was  fired,  the  bail 
striking  Mr.  Thaddeus  Purdy,  a  valuable  and  good 
citizen,  and  district  attorney  for  this  district;  it  entered 
the  back  of  his  head,  the  wound  causing  almost  instant 
death.  The  excitement  was  now  at  its  height,  and 
hundreds  of  revolvers  were  drawn,  the  lives  of  citizens 
being  in  imminent  danger.  A  deep-seated  gloom 
seemed  to  rest  over  all  the  old  Downievilleans  at  this 
lamentable  crisis,  as  Mr.  Purdy  was  a  man  of  high  and 
noble  qualities,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  in  his 
private  and  professional  character.  It  was  at  3  o'clock 
currently  reported  in  town  that  a  large  reinforcement 
was  on  the  way  from  Forest  city  and  Oregon  creek,  all 
armed,  to  seize  the  prisoner  from  the  sheriff,  even  if  it 
lost  them  their  lives.  This  augmented  the  excitement 
materially,  and  an  order  was  issued  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace  to  stop  the  sale  of  all  spirituous  liquors  and  wines, 
which  was  most  strictly  obeyed.  After  this  the  excite- 
ment cooled  down.  On  the  13th  of  September  a  fight 
took  place  in  Sacramento  between  Dr.  G.  M.  Duval, 
and  Dr.  S.  J.  Downs,  with  six  shooters,  in  which  the 
former  was  almost  instantly  killed.  They  had  placarded 
each  other  during  yesterday,  and  on  sight  this  morning 
fought.  Dr.  Downes  was  standing  in  a  drug  store  on 
J-street,  between  Second  and  Third,  when  Dr.  Duval 


advanced,  and  told  him  to  leave  the  house  and  come 
into  the  street.  This  was  declined,  whereupon  Duval 
fired  and  missed.  Several  shots  were  then  exchanged, 
one  of  which  took  effect  in  Duval's  heart,  causing 
almost  instant  death.  An  encounter  had  also  taken 
place  in  San  Francisco  between  W.  W.  Mason,  Demo- 
cratic member  of  the  Assembly,  and  H.  C.  Eardner; 
ten  shots  were  exchanged,  and  both  received  flesh 
wounds  in  the  leg. 


Advices  from  Neio  York  are  to  the  loth  instant.  The 
political  intelligence  is  unimportant.  A  New  York 
paper  thus  describes  the  present  state  of  parties : 
"  Tumult  and  discord  seem  to  be  the  order  of  the  day 
among  all  parties,  clans,  and  cliques.  The  Democrats, 
the  Whigs,  and  the  Abolitionists  are  split  up,  and  writh- 
ing from  intense  commotions;  and  now,  in  order  to  keep 
up  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  the  Woman's  Right 
party  have  not  only  quarrelled  among  themselves  in 
convention,  but  have  taken  a  step  in  advance  of  their 
political  contemporaries,  and  had  a  fight.  According  to 
our  report  of  the  proceedings,  a  most  terrific  war  of 
words  took  place  prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  con- 
vention last  Saturday,  on  the  subject  of  Christianity, 
between  the  Rev.  Antoinette  Brown,  Lloyd  Garrison, 
and  others.  Miss  Brown  defended  the  Bible,  and  Mr. 
Garrison  opposed  it.  The  body  dissolved  in  a  grand  row, 
and  when  Mr.  Garrison  reached  the  street  his  nose  was 
pulled  by  a  Mr.  Nevins,  as  a  reward  for  the  uncourteous 
language  he  had  made  use  of  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 
The  speeches,  the  scenes,  and  the  incidents  that  have 
occurred  in  this  gathering  of  the  strongminded  are  un- 
paralleled for  their  comicality  and  spiciness  in  the  history 
of  all  conventions  which  have  hitherto  been  held  this 


NAKEATIVE  OF  LITERATUEE  AND  ART. 


The  winter  "season"  of  publishing  is  not  yet  com- 
menced, and  such  new  books  as  the  last  mouth  has 
contributed  to  our  libraries  have  still  been  scant  and 
desultory.  The  best  may  first  be  named.  Sir  Harry 
Verney  has  published  a  selection  from  the  Journals  and 
Correspondence  of  General  Sir  Harry  Calvert,  his  father, 
which  has  an  interest  singularly  pertinent  to  the  present 
time  in  its  illustrations  of  the  treachery  and  bad  faith  of 
our  Austrian  alliance  during  the  disastrous  campaigns 
in  Flanders  and  Holland,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  first 
French  revolution.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Mitford,  the  accom- 
plished editor  and  biographer  of  Gray,  has  been 
permitted  to  collect  into  a  volume  the  Correspondence 
of  Gray  and  Maso7i,  which  became  lately  the  property 
of  Mr.  Penn,  and  from  which  partial  extracts  only  had 
been  used  by  Mason  in  preparing  the  life  of  his  friend. 
This  volume  contributes  to  our  language  some  specimens 
of  familiar  letter-writing  which  may  rank  among  the 
most  charming  in  the  world.  Sir  William  Napier  has 
given  to  the  public  the  last  literary  production  of  his 
lamented  brother.  Sir  Charles  Napier,  on  Defects  Civil 
and  Military  of  the  Indian  Government,  in  which  the 
departed  hero  speaks  without  reserve  of  the  ignorance 
and  mismanagement  of  the  "  Company,"  and  of  his  own 
sufferings  and  wrongs.  An  Ethnological  Library  has 
been  begun,  of  which  the  first  volume  is  a  treatise  by 
Mr.  G.  W.  Earl  on  The  Native  Races  of  the  Indian 
Archipelago.  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt  has  put  forth,  in  a 
small  duodecimo,  a  new  form  of  individual  and  family 
worship  which  he  entitles  The  Religion  of  tlie  Heart. 
The  Hakluyt  Society  has  added  to  its  very  interesting 
issue  of  works  of  early  discovery  and  travel,  Gonzalez 
de  Mendoza's  History  of  the  Kingdom  of  China.  Mr. 
Denis  Florence  M'Carthy  has  translated,  in  the  original 
metres,  the  Dramas  of  Calderon.  Mr.  Ruskin  has 
completed,  in  a  third  volume,  his  elaborate  dissertation 
on  the  Stones  of  Venice.  And  Mr.  Thackeray  has 
commenced  his  new  monthly  work.  The  Neiccomes. 

The  other  books  of  the  past  month  possess  fewer 
claims  to  attention  than  these,  but  some  are  not  with- 
out interest.  Mr.  Croker  has  reprinted  from  the 
Quarterly  Review,  with  additions,  and   some   curious 


[  woodcuts,  his  valuable  historicaFsketch  of  The  Gtiillo- 
tine.  Mr.  A.  G.  Finlaison  has  made  public  his  compu- 
tation of  the  New  Government  Succession  Duty  Tables. 
Mr.  James  Mather  has  written  a  dissertation  on  The 
Coal  Mines,  their  dangers  and  means  of  safety.  A 
Memoir  of  the  Equinoctial  Storms  of  1850,  comprising 
an  enquiry  into  the  extent  to  which  the  rotatory 
theory  may  be  applied,  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  F. 
P.  B.  Martin.  Mrs.  Charles  Clacy  has  "  written  on  the 
spot  "  -1  Lady's  Visit  to  the  Gold  Mines  of  Australia  in 
18-52-3.  Mr.  Bentley  has  inaugurated  his  enterprise  for 
reducing  the  price  of  novels,  by  the  issue  of  Margaret, 
or  Prejudice  at  Home  and  its  Victims,  in  two  volumes, 
of  the  usual  size,  for  seven  instead  of  twenty-one 
shillings.  Another  new  novel  called  Alderman  Ralph, 
also  in  two  volumes,  has  been  published  at  an  equally 
cheap  rate  by  Mr.  Routledge.  In  Messrs.  Chapman 
and  Hall's  Library  of  Railvvay  Reading  has  appeared  a 
"  Honved's  "  Sketches  of  the  Hungarian  Emigration 
into  Turkey.  A  volume  of  Coleridge's  iVo^es,  [TAeotof/ica?, 
Political,  and  Miscellaneous  has  been  issued  with  much, 
new  matter  by  his  son,  Derwent  Coleridge.  Mr.  James 
Payn  has  published  a  new  volume  of  Poems:  Mr. 
Hope  has  described  (for  the  Messrs.  Longman's  Travel- 
lers' Library)  the  CJiase  in  Brittany.  Mr.  George 
Gilfillan  has  edited  the  Poetical  Works  of  George 
Herbert,  as  part  of  a  general  library  edition  of  the 
British  Poets.  A  Manual  of  French  Cookery  for  the 
Unlearned  has  been  put  forth  in  a  small  and  useful 
volume.  A  second  volume  of  Mr.  Carruthers's  edition  of 
Pope,  an  edition  of  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales  with  a 
new  text  and  notes  by  Mr.  Wright,  and  the  Adventures 
of  an  Oxford  Freshman,  have  appeared  in  Mr.  Cooke's 
Illustrated  Libraries.  In  Mr.  Bohn's  Libraries  we  have 
had  a  new  edition  of  Adam  Smith's  Moral  Sentiments, 
a  careful  translation  of  the  Chroniclesof  Odericus  Vitalis, 
and  an  account  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Lewes  of  Comte's  Philo- 
sophy of  the  Sciences.  Finally,  Mr.  Charles  MacFarlane 
has  oracularly  pronounced  (though  with  perhaps  more  of 
the  contortions  than  the  inspiration  of  a  sibyl)  the  Doom 
of  Turkey. 
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COMMEECIAL    KECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 

Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  15tli  inst.,  £15,271,474. 

LATEST  LONDOK   PRICES. 

Gold,  Stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bai^.stan. per  oz.  .5    IJ 
Do.,  dust,  „         3  16    0  1  Mexican  doUars,       „       o    0 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris 0-48  prem. 

Hamburgh   0-65     ,, 


New  York 0  17  disct. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents.  . . 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  ISGO 

Bank  Stock,  8  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


Hishest. 


93i 
91i 
95i 

220 
3s.  pm. 
4s.  pm. 


Lowest.  I    Latest. 


901 
90i 
92i 

215 


92i-i 

93i-i 

5i 

213-5 


13s.  dis.  par— 3p. 
lOs.  dis.    3s.  dis. 


Paid. 


100 
all 
100 
100 
aU 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blaekwall     

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Counties  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western  .... 
Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  Westu. 
London  &  S.  Westu. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 
York,  Newc,  &  Ber. 
York  &  N.  Midland 


Highest. 


95 

92i 

n 

7)> 

52 

m 

63 

57 

12i 

Hi 

104 

100 

75,;- 

73 

su 

79 

64i 

6U 

104 

1014 

77 

72 

604 

574 

60J 

56i 

64 

60 

m 

44 

Latest. 


94-5 

71-8 

51-4  I 

57-9  f 
111-124 

100-2 

76i-74 

80-1 

62-3 
103-4 

72-4 
i94-fiO 
584-594 
624-34  ) 
454-64  f 


Keceipta 
since 
Jan.  1. 


486,053 
53,013 

569,221 

673,264 
217,671 
632,202 
842.378 
755,134 
1,931,505 
512,552 
981,721 
667,576 

,1,031,423 


FOREIGN  LIST.— LATEST  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  95-4 
Chilian  0  per  cent.,  994 
Danish  5  per  cent.  ,103 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  certific,  93-4 
French  44  per  cent.,  lOlf.  60c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  24|-5 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  494 
Portuguese  4  per  cent.  .40-1 
Russian  44  per  cent.,  96J 

Do.,  5  per  cent.,  112-4 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  443-5 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  90-1 


Railways. 
Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  2  to  24 
E.ast  Belgi.au  Junct.  Ito  li 
Luxembourg,  74  to  Si 
Northern  of  France,  33-4,1 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  74  to  8 
Paris  and  Orleans,  51  to  53 
Paris  and  Lyons,  16i  pm. 
Paris  and  Rouen,  41 
Paris  and  Stnisbourg,  3fii 
South  of  Fr.»nce,  2  to  4  pui. 
West  FLanders,  3  to  4       , , 
West  of  Fiance,  74  to  94 
Rouen  and  Havre,  IS4  to  194 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australasian    i  dis. 

Australian   24  prem. 

Do.  Cordillera i  dis. 

Do.  Freehold 4  dis. 

Brit.  Australian    i  dis. 

Colonial  Gold i  p.m. 

Lake  Bathurst 4  dis- 

Port  Philip    i  dis. 

South  Australian  i  dis. 

Railways. 
East  Indi.au  . .  2i  to  3i  prem. 

Upper  India i     „ 

Ind.  Peninsula. .  i  to  1     „ 

Madras i  to  li      „ 

Queb.  ,aud  Rich- 
mond   3-1  dis. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN— imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

ending— 

Sept.  24 
Oct.     1 

—  S 

—  15 

s.      d. 

56      7 
59       5 
64       0 
OS       4 

s.      d. 
35       9 

37  0 

38  1 
40       1 

s.      d. 

21  4 

22  2 

22  9 

23  10 

«.      d. 
36       9 
36     11 
39       1 
39     11 

s. 

43 
42 
44 
45 

d. 

0 

10 

3 

8 

g.      ,/. 

41  6 

42  11 

44  4 

45  4 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt.  Pale,  per  qr.  66  to  70 
Malting  Barley  ,,  30  —  38 
Oats,  best,  ,,        24  —  30 

Wheat,  Wliite,       „        62  —  80 
Flour- 
Town  made,  per  sk.  Oa  —  70 
Coimtry    household  50  —  55 
American,  per  barl.  32  —  37 
Iudi,an  Corn,    per  qr.    36-38 
Cattle—  s-    d.    s.  d. 

Be.asts,     per  st.  3     0  to  4     0 
Calves     ..     „       3     2  —  4     2 

Sheep 4     0  —  4  10 

Pigs    3    0  —  3     6 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South    Downs    1 
Kentish  fleeces 
German  Elect. 

Australian 

Cape    

Spanish 


2  —  1  5 

4  —  1  6 

6  —  5  6 

4  —  2  6 

9  —  1  9 

2  —  2  1 


Metals. 


Banks. 

Australasian    70  to  72 

Eug.  Scott,  and  Aust.  1|  dis. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China  4  dis. 
London  Aust.  and  India 
Loud.  Chart,  of  Aus.  par-4pm. 

South  Australian 39-41 

Union  of  Australia  68  to  70 


Steam  Companies. 
Australasian  Pacific...  74 
Australian  Royal  Mail. ,  34 

Eastern  Steam  Navig 11 

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . .    12 
Pen'.ns.  &  Orient.   St.  NaT.  75 


Copper,  Cakes,  p.  ton  1071.  10s. 
Iron,  Pigs,  3i.  6s.  to  4/.  10s. ; 
Rai'.s,  8(.  15s.  Lead,  English 
Pig,  23/.  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  171.  to  I.  Tir., 
English  block,  120!.;  Banca, 
120;.  ;  Sj^elter,  301.  ;  2inc, 
311. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt.— Irish,  40s. 

to  67s.  ;  American,  64s. 
Beef— Mid.  to  prime,  p.  81b., 

3s   4d.  to  4s.  6d. ,  Irish  India, 

pertr.,  145s.;  Hambro',  143s. 

American,  130s.  to  145s. 
Butter— Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

llrf.  to  Is.  Id.  ;  Dorset,  per 

cwt.,  9Gs.  to  108s.;  Irish,  88s. 

to  100s. ;  Dutch,  90s.  to  102s. 
Cheese — Cheshire,   per   cwt, 

56s.    to  66s.  ;    Dutch,    56s.  ; 

Wiltshire,  50s.  to  68s. 
Hams  — York,    75s.    to    S.5s.  ; 

Irish,    66s.   to   76s.  ;     West- 
phalia, 60s.  to  70s. 
Mutton- Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  lb.,  4s.  Od.  to  5s.  Od. 
Potatoes,    per   ton,    130s.    to 

180s. 
Pork,  per  8  lb.,  3s.  id.  to  is.  6d. 
Veal  3s.  Sd.  to  is.Sd. 


I.    s.       1.  .<■. 

Hay per  load  5  10  to  5  15 

Clover..        „  6    0-66 

Straw..         „  2    0—2    2 

Guano,  Peruvian,  per  ton,  lOl. ; 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  10/.  to 
11/.  ;    Rape   cake,  ditto,  OJ.  to 
6/.  5s.  ;  Bones,  ditto,  U.  is. 
Hops.— Rents,    240    to  37Ss.  ; 

Sussex,  210s.  to  252s. 
Poultry — Capons,  3s. — is.dd. ; 
Fowls,  2s.  —  3s.  ;  Chicks, 
2s.0d.—3s.0d.;  Ducks,  2s. 9(i.; 
Geese,  5s.  6c/. — 5s. ;  Turkeys, 
3s.  6(/. — 5s.  ;  Pigeons,  Sd. 
Hides,  &c.  —  Market,  96  1b., 
4,;. — iid.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
2ic/. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lb., 
5s.  Gd. ;  do. ,  Horse-hides,  6s. ; 
Ox  and  Cow  horns,  per  123, 
21s.  —  63s.  Rough  Tallow, 
30s. 

Oils. 
Gallipoli  per  ton,  67/. ;  Sperm, 
8SJ.  ;    Pale    Seal,   38/.  10s.  ; 
R.ape,  41/.  to42/.  ;  Cocoa-nut, 
45/.  to  46/.10S. ;  Palm,  42/.  Os. ; 
Linseed,  29/.  Os. 
Tallow  T— Australian,      Beof, 
51/.  9s.  to53f.  5s. ;  Sheep,  52/. 
to  59/.  3s.  ;  Y.  C,  5S/.  to  59/. 
Grocery. 
Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  34s- 
to  41s. ;   Bahia,  27s.   to  2Ss. 
Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 45s.  Od.  to   47s.  ;    Do., 
Plantation,  64s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 72s.  to  82s.  ;   Jamaica, 
63s.  to  90s.  ;     Java,   50s.  to 
58s.  Costa  Rica,  54s.  to  80s. 
Rice,  per  cwt— CaroUna,  22s. 
to  26.'.  6d.;  Bengal,   13s.  to 
1.5s.  6d. ;  Patna,15s.  to  20s.6d. 
Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  39s. ;  Mauritius,  33,'-. 
to  38s.  Od.  ;  Bengal,  37s.  to 
40s.  6rf. ;  Madras,  31s.  to  31s.  ; 
Havannah,  35s.  to  40s.  6c/. 
Do.,         Refined  —  Grocery 
lumps,  45s.  to  4Ss. ;  Bastards, 
29s.   to  35s.   6c/. ;    Cnishe.l, 
31s.  to  32.5. 
Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  lOci.)— 
Congou,  I0lid.tols.3d.;  Sou- 
chong, Is.  2c/.  to  2s.  (id. ;  Hy- 
son, ls.4cZ.  to  3s.  6c/.;  Assam, 
Is.  to  4s.  id. 


Austr.alian  Agricultural,  33-5 
Van  Dicmen's  Land,  144-154 
South  Australian  Land,  33-5 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


North  British  Australian.  4  p. 

Peel  River  Land  . , i  p. 

Scott  Austr.  Invest.. li  p.m. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1853. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  August  31  . 
Sept 

To  Sept  30   . . 

44,487 
2,930 

27,450 
2,338 

141,584 
25,011 

1,571 
348 

233  22s 
"30,'027 

47,417 

29,788 

166,595 

1,919 

263,855 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
AUSTRALIAN  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 

From 

London . . 
Liverpool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 

Cabin. 

Inter- 
mediate. 

Steerage. 

Goods  per 
40  Cubic  fcff. 

£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —  50 

£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 

£20  to  25 
10  —  15 
12  -  15 
14  —  10 

£4  10  to  £7 
4   10—     6 
4     0—5 
4   10—     5 
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[Price  2d. 


NAERATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


Several  larpe  public  meetings  have  been  held  on  the 
subject  of  the  Eastern  Question,  all  of  them  having  the 
same  object  to  urge  the  Government  to  interfere  with 
energy  in  supporting  the  independence  of  Turkey 
against  the  aggression  of  Russia.  The  greatesfof_these 
meetings  took  place  at  Manchester  and  Glasgow.  At 
the  former  place  the  principal  speaker  was  Admiral  Sir 
Charles  Napier,  whose  characteristic  address  made  a 
great  impression.  After  adverting  to  the  long  series 
of  attacks  made  upon  Turkey  by  Russia,  he  proceeded 
thus,  amid  the  loud  cheers  of  the  meeting : — "  Let  us 
consider  what  will  be  the  consequence  to  Europe  if 
Russia;  remains  in  the  principalities.  I  believe  sixty 
years  ago  there  was  a  distance  of  nearly  200  miles 
between  the  frontier  of  Austria  and  the  frontier  of 
Russia.  If  you  look  at  the  map,  you  will  find  now 
that  they  run  alongside  of  each  other  for  nearly 
500  miles ;  and  if  Russia  remains  in  possession  of 
the  principalities  that  distance  will  be  nearly 
doubled,  and  on  the  Danuhe  her  frontier,  instead 
of  being  eighty  miles,  will  be  300  or  400  miles.  Now, 
let  Russia  be  once  established  in  those  principalities, 
and  judging  by  her  conduct  for  many  years  past, — her 
cautious  conduct — -because  she  is  very  cautious,  always 
at  the  end  of  every  war  acquiring  more  territory  and 
more  power, — will  any  man  in  this  meeting  believe  for 
one  single  moment  that  if  the  powers  of  Europe  alluw 
Russia  to  possess  those  principalities  she  will  stay  there 
content?  It  is  contrary  to  human  nature.  It  is  contrary 
to  what  has  taken  place  since  the  creation  of  the  world. 
On  she  will  go  till  she  gets  to  Constantinople,  then 
what  a  pretty  position  Europe  will  be  in  !  She  will 
have  the  Baltic  to  the  north,  the  Bosphorus  and  the 
Dardanelles  to  the  south,  and  she  will  stretch  her  brawny 
arms  and  hug  all  Europe  in  her  hideous  embrace.  Do 
you  think  she  will  stop  there  ?  We  have  seen  that 
Mehemet  Ali,  a  servant  I  might  almost  say  of  the 
Sultan,  succeeded  in  marching  from  Alexandria  acro.ss 
Taurus,  defeating  and  destroying  the  Turkish  army, 
and  coming  up  on  the  very  banks  of  the  Bosphorus. 
If  tiie  Egyptians  could  do  that,  and  if  the  Russians  get 
to  Constantinople,  may  I  ask  you  what  is  to  hinder 
them  from  marching  from  there  to  Egypt,  and  then 
what  becomes  of  your  passage  to  India,  I  should  like  to 
know  ?  How  will  your  trade  be  carried  on  ?  How  will 
your  communications  be  carried  on,  and  how  will  all 
your  manufacturers  send  their  goods  to  India  ?  Yuu 
will  have  to  return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  But 
instead  of  that,  you  have  now  a  free  passage  across  the 
Isthmus  of  Suez,  which  will  be  blocked  up  by  Russia. 
Will  she  be  satisfied  with  that  ?  We  hear  already  that 
she  is  intriguing  in  India  with  many  of  the  discontented 
kings  and  governors,  or  whatever  you  call  them,  for 
really  I  forget  all  their  names,  there  are  so  many  of 
them,  and  at  some  future  day  India  will  be  destroyed. 
I  therefore  think  itourbounden  duty,  and  not  only  our 
duty,  but  the  duty  of  France,  and  Austria,  and  Prussia, 
to  come  forward  and  insist  that  Russia  immediately 
evacuates  the  principalities.  Now  I  have  shown  you 
■what  England  has  done,  and  what  she  has  not  done. 
France  has  gone  with  us  up  to  the  present  moment, 
but  there  is  even  danger  there.  In  the  last  Eastern 
Question  Louis  Philippe  threw  us  overboard,  and  that 
nearly  brought  on  a  war  with  France.  It  is  left  to 
Louis  Napoleon  now  to  come  forward  and  assist  England 


to  keep  up  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe;  but  suppose 
things  go  wrong,  and  suppose  France  sees  that  Russia 
will  get  to  Constantinople,  has  France  no  eye  at  all 
upon  Bgypt|herself ;  and  has  France  no  eye  either  upon 
the  Rhine  ?  All  these  things  may  take  place,  and  con- 
fusion may  arise  by  the  success  of  Russia.  Things  may 
be  deranged  ;  there  is  no  knowing  how  all  the  powers 
will  go — every  one  will  perhaps  look  out  for  himself ; 
and  I  very  much  fear — and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it — that 
we  shall  not  get  the  lion's  share  this  time.  Our  navy 
has  been  so  reduced  and  so  lowered  ;  so  little  attention 
has  been  paid  during  the  peace  of  thirty-seven  years 
to  man  it,  that  when  we  want  men  they  are  not  to  be 
had.  The  late  government  voted  5000  men,  and  they 
deserve  great  credit  for  so  doing  :  they  are  no  friends  of 
mine  (cheers  and  laughter),  nor  the  Whigs  either 
(laughter)  ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  Tory  government 
seeing  our  danger,  not  from  Russia  at  that  time, 
but  from  France,  came  down  to  Parliament,  and 
asked  for  an  addition  of  5000  soldiers,  and  500 
seamen,  which  were  granted  to  them  by  acclamation. 
Even  Mr.  Cobden  himself  acknowledged  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  he  did  not  resist  it,  because  if  they 
asked  for  20,000  men  it  would  be  granted  by  acclama- 
tion. That  showed  that  the  people  of  England  did  not 
wish  to  expose  their  wives  and  families  to  be  destroyed 
by  foreigners,  and  they  felt  that  any  power  almost,  even 
a  secondary  power,  in  the  state  we  were  in,  could  have 
invaded  this  country.  (A  Voice— "  No,  no.")  Some- 
body calls  "  No."  Let  me  ask  how  we  could  prevent 
them  ?  France,  for  instance,  has  500,000  men,  and  we 
have  20,000;  and  is  there  no  means  of  crossing  the 
Channel ;  The  country  was  not  safe  ;  thank  God  it  is 
safe  now,  and  I  take  some  credit  to  myself  for  driving 
them  to  make  it  safe.  (Cheers.)  I  did  not  get  much 
thanks  for  it;  but  you  have  it  now,  and  you  are  all 
willing  to  pay  for  it.  Is  there  anybody  here  who 
grudges  to  pay  a  half  per  cent,  more  of  his  capital  to 
insure  safety  and  tranquillity  to  his  hearth  and  his  wife 
and  family  ?  I  dare  say  you  have  all  read  Lord  Aber- 
deen's speech  the  other  day,  when  he  was  feasting  at 
the  Mansion-house,  after  eating  turtle-soup.  After 
being  well  entertained  there,  he  said,  and  said  properly, 
that  the  policy  of  the  government  was  peace ;  that  he 
would  maintain  peace  as  long  as  he  possibly  could  ; 
that  he  was  reluctant  to  go  to  war ;  but  if  war  was 
demanded — mark  you — and  plainly  demanded,  if  con- 
sistent with  the  honour  and  interest  of  this  country,  he 
would  go  to  war.  Well,  what  he  meant  by  that  is,  if 
England  demands  that  we  shall  go  to  war,  he  is  ready 
to  go;  but  England  will  not  demand  war  unless  she 
sees  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  honour  and  interest 
of  the  country.  You  are  all  prosperous  now,  all  making 
money  as  fixst  as  you  can,  particularly  in  Manchester ; 
but  you  are  not  quite  sure  you  will  make  that  money  if 
you  "are  at  war.  Therefore  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  this  meeting,  and  every  meeting  throughout  Great 
Britain,  if  they  do  follow  this  that  takes  place  will 
desire  peace,  and  will  not  drive  the  ministry  into  war 
unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  Now,  I  am  just  as 
fond  of  peace  as  any  of  you,  and  am  almost  too  old  to  go 
to  war ;  but  nevertheless,  if  the  honour  and  interest  of 
this  country  demands  it,  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  come 
forward  and  shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  for  the 
honour  and  credit  of  the  British  people." 
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A  deputation  from  tlie  great  public  meetinar  held  at 
the  London  Tavern  in  support  of  the  Independence  of 
Turkey,  consisting  of  Lord  Dudley  Stuart,  Professor 
Newman,  Messrs.  Prout,  Nicholay,  Hickson,  and  John 
"Wilson,  waited  on  Lord  Palmerston,  on  the  16th,  with 
the  address  to  the  Queen  agreed  on  at  the  meeting. 
Lord  Palmerston  listened  attentively  to  the  observations 
made  by  the  members  of  the  deputation,  and  promised 
to  present  the  address  to  her  Majesty. 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  the  29th  ult.,  Henry 
Robert  Abraham  surrendered  to  take  his  trial  on  four 
charges  of  Manslaugliter — for  causing  the  death  of  the 
four  persons  who  perished  by  the  falling  of  a  house  in 
the  Strand.  A  number  of  gentlemen  accompanied  him 
into  court.  He  pleaded  "  Not  guilty."  It  was  pleaded 
for  him  that  the  evidence  was  contradictory,  and  it 
failed  altogether  to  support  the  charge ;  Mr.  Abraham 
was  not  near  the  spot  when  the  accident  occurred  ;  the 
I  charge  could  not  be  supported  in  law  or  fact.  Mr. 
Justice  Cresswell,  having  read  the  depositions,  entirely 
concurred  with  the  counsel.  In  the  first  place,  there 
appeared  to  be  a  very  great  contrariety  of  opinion  among 
the  witnesses  whether  anything  liad  been  left  undone 
which  ought  to  have  been  done  to  prevent  the  accident ; 
in  the  next  place,  all  those  who  seemed  to  think  that 
something  else  might  have  been  done  differed  among 
themselves  as  to  what  that  something  should  have  been. 
It  was  proved  also  that  the  defendant  was  absent  at  the 
time  the  accident  occurred,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
show  that  there  was  any  negligence  on  his  part  in  being 
absent.  The  Attorney-General  stated,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Abraham,  that  there  was  a  host  of  men  of  eminence  and 
skill  present  to  testify  to  the  professional  character  of 
the  accused.  The  excavation  had  been  made  without 
Mr.  Abraham's  authority,  and  much  deeper  than  was 
intended ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  disaster  the  deceased 
Mr.  Rowe  was  unable  to  be  at  the  works  till  two  hours 
later  than  usual.  Mr.  Justice  Cresswell  o'oservea,  t'nat 
it  was  very  right  in  the  case  of  such  a  dreadful  accident 
that  an  inquiry  should  take  place  ;  but,  perhaps,  in  the 
present  instancethe  lavr  of  manslaughter  had  not  been 
quite  under^^ood.  It  was  clear,  however,  that  the  facts 
'*YCaia  not  support  the  cliarge  against  the  defendant,  and 
it  was  therefore  quite  useless  to  go  into  the  evidence. 
The  jury  accordingly,  under  his  lordship's  directions, 
returned  a  verdict  of  "not  guilty"  upon  each  of  the 
inquisitions ;  and  Mr.  Abraham  and  his  friends  left  the 
court. 

On  the  same  day  Richard  Pardington  and  Joseph 
Woods,  engine-driver  and  fireman  appeared  to  meet 
a  charge  of  Misdememwur — that  of  causing  the  Raihvay 
Collision  at  Hornsey.  The  offences  alleged  against 
the  accused  were,  the  neglecting  to  attend  to  a  danger- 
signal  exhibited  by  a  poi-ter ;  and  also  neglecting  the 
fixed  signal  nearer  the  station,  whereby  they  ran  into 
a  coal-train,  the  tender  of  which  had  got  across  the 
rails.  The  charge  was  rested  upon  the  constriiction  to 
be  put  on  the  15th  section  of  the  Act  for  Reijulating 
Railways — "  that  any  person  who  should  wilUngly  do 
or  cause  to  be  done,  any  act  tending  to  obstruct  the 
passing  of  any  engine  or  carriage  upon  a  railway,  so  as 
to  endanger  the  safety  of  any  passengers  travelling  on 
or  \ipon  such  carriage,  should  he  deemed  guilty  of 
misdemeanour."  The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  (Mr. 
Chambers)  said  that  the  prisoners  had  endangered  the 
lives  of  passengers  ;  but  he  must  admit  that  if  the  line 
had  been  clear  they  were  driving  the  train  at  a  rate 
quite  in  accordance  with  their  duty. — Mr.  Justice 
Cresswell:  Then,  supposing  no  signal  had  been  up,  the 
defendants  would  only  have  been  acting  in  the  proper 
performance  of  their  duty  ? — Mr.  Chambers :  Un- 
doubtedly that  would  be  the  fact. — Mr.  Justice  Cres- 
well :  Then  the  real  off'ence  with  which  they  are 
charged  is  not  seeing  the  signal.  Can  you  say  that 
this  amounts  to  willfully  doing  an  act  tending  to  en- 
danger the  safety  of  the  passengers  ?  It  is  quite  clear 
to  me  that  it  is  not. — Mr.  Chambers :  It  was  an  act  of 


omission;  and  rat  of  commission,  certainly. — Mr.  Justice 
Cresswell:  Yes,  but  not  of  wilful  omission. — Serjeant 
Wilkins  :  Unless  they  intended  .to  destroy  their  own 
lives. — Mr.  Chambers  said  it  could  be  proved  that  the 
prisoners  were  talking  together,  instead  of  keeping  a 
good  look-out.  But  after  what  had  been  said  by  the 
Judge,  he  felt  it  would  be  idle  to  proceed  further. — Mr. 
Justice  Cresswell,  after  conferring  with  Mr.  Justice 
Williams,  said  he  was  cleai-ly  of  opinion,  that  upon  the 
counts  which  were  framed  under  the  13th  and  14th 
sections,  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction,  as  the  Quarter- 
Sessions  for  the  county  was  expressly  mentioned  as  the 
tribunal  to  which  such  a  charge  should  be  remitted. 
With  regard  to  the  third  count,  which  was  framed  under 
the  15th  section,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  mere  fact  of 
omitting  to  see  a  signal  would  not  amount,  according 
to  the  words  of  the  statute,  to  "  wilfully  doing  an  act  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  passengers."  The  leai-ned 
judge  further  remarked,  that  it  appeared  to  be  cutting 
it  very  fine  to  have  the  coal-train  shunted  across  the  line 
so  near  to  the  period  when  the  express-train  was  due. 
It  was  clear  that  some  danger  was  apprehended, 
for  the  danger-signal  was  put  up  before  they  commenced 
the  operation. — The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "Not 
guilty." 

Ahaltand  AH,  the  two  Lascars  who  formed  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  "  Queen  of  the  Teign,"  were  Convicted  of 
Wounding  Robert  Mills,  one  of  the  English  sailors  during 
the  mutiny  on  board.  [See  Household  Narrative  for 
October,  p.  221.]  The  jury  recommended  them  to 
mercy,  tipon  the  supposition  that  they  were  "  ignorant 
of  the  value  of  life."  Even  taking  this  recommenda- 
tion into  consideration,  the  judge  could  not  pass  a 
lighter  sentence  than  fifteen  years'  transportation.  The 
indictment  for  manslaughter  against  the  master  and 
two  seamen  of  the  "  Queen  of  the  Teign  "  was  ignored 
by  the  grand  jury. 

Miss  Margaret  Cantwell,  alady  of  great  respectability, 
has  been  tried  in  Dublin  upon  the  charge  of  Stealing  a 
fcio  inches  of  Ribband.  She  is  one  of  six  sisters,  who 
keep  a  Roman  Catholic  school  in  Dublin.  The  charge 
was,  that  she  put  a  piece  of  velvet  ribband  into  her 
reticule  wh;'^  making  purchases  at  Cannock  and  White's, 
a  large  Dublin  shop.  The  trial  lasted  five  days.  Hosts 
of  witnesses  were  produced  to  make  out  that  the  theft 
had  been  committed.  But  the  first  witness  for  the 
defence,  a  lady  who  accompanied  Miss  Cantwell  to  the 
shop,  clearly  showed  that  nothing  of  the  kind  had 
occurred  ;  that  the  bit  of  ribband  had  been  taken  by 
mistake.  The  jury  deliberated  a  moment,  then  returned 
a  verdict  of  "Not  guilty."  The  crowded  court  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  pleasure  ;  all  rose,  ladies  standing 
like  the  rest  in  conspicuous  positions,  and  cheering 
vehemently.  The  crier  failed  to  stop  the  outburst. 
Miss  Cantwell  left  the  court  in  a  covered  car,  cheered  in 
the  street  also. 

On  the  8th  inst.  Vice-Chancellor  Page  Wood  delivered 
an  important  judgment  in  the  Birstal  Chapel  Case. 
The  Attorney-General  had  filed  an  information  on  the 
relation  of  certain  Methodists  of  Birstal,  in  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  decision, 
from  the  court  that  a  meeting-house  at  Birstal,  and 
property  belonging  to  it,  should  be  subject  to  the  trusts 
of  a  deed,  dated  1751  ;  and  that  new  trustees  should  be 
appointed  in  certain  cases.  The  chapel  was  founded  by 
John  Nelson,  one  of  the  earliest  adherents  of  John 
Wesley.  By  the  deed  of  1751,  the  nomination  of  the 
preacher  or  preachers  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  John 
Wesley,  and  at  his  death  of  Charles  Wesley.  Sub- 
sequently to  1751,  however,  the  gathering  of  ministers 
took  place  which  ultimately  became  known  as  the 
Conference ;  the  Birstal  Circuit  was  formed,  and  the 
preachers  were  appointed  by  the  Conference.  Certain  deeds 
executed  later  vested  the  appointment  of  the  preachers 
in  the  trustees ;  and  those  deeds  or  parts  of  them  the 
court  were  prayed  to  declare  null.  The  Vice-Chancellor 
went  very  fully  into  the  history  of  the  whole  transaction, 
and  came  to  "the  conclusion  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  original  foundation,  the  appointment  of  the  preachers 
lay  with  the  Conference  ;  anddecreed  that  the  deeds  or 
parts  of  deeds  executed  since  1751  are  null  and  void  in 
so  far  as  they  vary  from  that  deed.  He  thought  it  was 
not  shown  that,  under  the  deed  of  1751,  trustees  not 
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holding  with  Jlethodism  could  be  removed ;  neither 
would  sepai-atioii  and  liostilily  be  gi-ound  for  removal. 

An  information  has  been  filed  by  the  Attorney- 
General  against  the  Archbishop  of  York  as  Visitor  to  a 
Charity  at  Hcnistcorth,  in  Yorkshire.  On  the  9th  inst. 
the  Solicitor-Gtneral  appeared  before  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  to  support  the  information.  It  appears  that  in  1548 
Archbishop  Holgate  founded  a  free  grammar-school  at 
Hems  worth,  and  endowed  it  with  lands  and  an  advowson. 
For  a  long  period  the  objects  of  the  founder  were  over- 
looked, and  ths  funds  of  the  charity  were  so  grossly 
misapplied  that  the  office  of  master  was  a  sinecure. 
Some  improvement  took  place  in  1801  ;  but  the  charity 
has  never  been  fully  carried  out.  The  Solicitor-General 
asked  the  court  to  direct  a  scheme  and  an  inquiry  to 
be  made  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  funds ;  and 
prayed  that  the  advowson  might  be  sold,  and  the 
proceeds  invested  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity.  Hitherto 
the  master,  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Graham,  has  not  resided  at 
Hemsworth,  hut  at  Felcar,  two  miles  off;  and  it  was 
prayed  that  Mr.  Graham  should  not  continue  to  be 
schoolmaster  unless  he  resided.  The  Master  of  the 
Rolls  decided  that  there  should  be  an  inquiry,  and  a 
new  scheme  for  the  regulation  of  the  charity. 

A  dreadful  Murder  has  been  committed  at  Burnham 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Windsor.  The  victim  was  a 
young  woman  n.imed  Mary  Ann  Sturgeon,  housekeeper 
to  BIr.  Goodwin,  of  the  Burnham  Abbey  Farm.  An 
inquest  has  been  held  on  her  bod}',  and  terminated  on 
the  8th  inst.  From  the  evidence,  it  appears  that  Mr. 
Goodwin  is  unmarried,  and  that  his  household  consisted 
of  the  deceased  and  a  groom  named  Moses  Hatto.  In 
the  farmyard  there  is  a  cottage  occupied  by  J.  Bunce, 
the  groundkeeper,  who  lodges  in  his  house  several 
labourers  employed  on  the  farm.  In  the  evening  of  the 
1st  inst.  Mr.  Goodwin  left  his  home  soon  after  six 
o'clock  on  a  visit  to  a  neighbour,  and  returned  about 
half-past  eleven.  During  his  absence  the  young  woman 
called  at  the  cottage  of  Bunce,  where  she  remained 
until  about  nine  o'clock,  when  she  returned  to  the 
house,  for  the  purpose,  as  she  said,  of  preparing  the 
supper  for  the  groom.  The  groom  stated  that  he  was 
served  with  his  supper  by  her,  and  that  he  soon  after- 
wards went  to  bed.  The  kitchen  in  which  the  groom 
had  his  supper  is  separated  from  the  other  part  of  the 
house,  at  night,  by  a  door,  which,  he  said,  was  locked 
by  the  girl,  the  groom  himself  sleeping  in  a  small 
chamber  approached  by  a  ladder  from  the  kitchen.  He 
further  said  that  when  he  had  been  in  bed  some  time  he 
was  aroused  by  a  noise  of  some  one  falling  down,  and 
he  thereupon  got  up,  and  proceeded  to  the  cottage  of 
Bunce,  who  was  partly  dressed,  with  the  intention  of 
looking  round  the  yard,  as  he  feared  something  was  the 
matter  with  ono  of  the  colts.  This  proved  to  be  the  case  ; 
and,  after  the  animal  had  been  attended  to,  Bunce  and 
Hatto  went  round  the  yard,  but  could  observe  nothing 
wrong.  At  half-past  eleven  Mr,  Goodwin  came  home, 
and  Hatto  took  his  horse  as  usual.  Letting  himself  into 
the  house  by  his  latch-key,  Mr.  Goodwin  was  surprised 
not  to  find  his  cindle  burning,  as  was  customary,  and 
on  walking  along  the  passage  upstairs,  after  he  had  pro- 
vided himself  with  a  light,  he  discovered  on  the  floor  a 
human  tooth  and  a  hair-pin.  He  also  perceived  a  dense 
mass  of  smoke  and  a  strong  smell  of  burning,  both  of 
which  appeared  to  proceed  from  the  young  woman's 
bedroom.  Calling  Bunce  and  Hatto  to  bis  assistance,  he 
went  to  the  room,  and  there  a  borrifyingsight  presented 
itself.  "When  the  door  was  opened  and  objects  could  be 
distinguished  through  the  smoke,  the  body  of  the  unfor- 
tunate woman  was  found  lying  with  her  head  near  the 
mantelpiece,  her  Ipsrs  on  the  hearth-rug,  in  the  direction 
of  the  bedstead  ;  and  on  her  legs  and  the  lower  part  of  her 
body  was  a  mass  of  fire  still  burning  furiously  and  con- 
suming; the  flesh.  A  dressing-table  and  a  quantity  of 
linen  had  been  used  as  fuel.  The  fire  had  burnt  through 
the  floor  of  the  chamber,  and  was  already  consuming 
the  joists. — On  examining  the  body  it  was  found  that 
both  legs  had  been  burnt  off  nearly  close  to  the  trunk, 
from  which  they  were  completely  separated.  The  head 
and  upper  part  of  the  body  were  not  injured  by  the  fire, 
but  exhibited  marks  of  great  violence.  One  of  the 
teeth  was  missing — the  tooth  foui.d  by  Mr.  Goodwin  in 
the  passage.     The  head  was  injured  as  if  by  some  blunt 


instrument.  Near  the  head  was  a  large  pool  of  blood,  and 
on  the  door  of  the  room  and  on  the  handrail  of  the  stair- 
case there  were  marks  of  blood.  At  first  it  was  believed 
that  nothing  had  been  stolen  from  the  house,  but  Mr. 
Goodwin  afterwards  discovered  that  some  valuable  rings, 
a  gold  pencil-case,  and  other  articles,  had  been  taken 
from  his  bedroom.  In  the  course  of  the  investigation  it 
further  transpired  that  the  young  woman  had  repelled 
the  advances  of  Hatto,  while  she  favoured  the  suit  of 
John  Marsh,  formerly  her  fellow-servant ;  and  that  she 
had  seen  Marsh  on  the  night  of  her  death.  She  usually 
removed  the  plate  before  retiring  at  night ;  but  on  this 
occasion  it  was  not  moved,  and  none  of  it  was  stolen. 
Hatto  slept  immediately  over  the  passage  where  the  first 
struggle  had  occurred  ;  the  passage  above  stairs,  where 
there  were  marks  of  a  struggle,  runs  past  Hatto's  room  ; 
there  had  evidently  been  a  desperate  conflict  in  the  bed- 
room of  the  deceased,  close  to  Hatto's,  and  no  doubt  the 
victim  screamed  loudly.  It  was  therefore  unlilcely  that 
Hatto  could  have  heard  nothing  of  all  this  but  the 
sound  of  a  fall.  On  this  and  other  grounds  of  sus- 
picion, Hatto  who  had  at  first  remained  at  liberty,  was 
arrested.  He  was  brought  before  the  inquest  on 
the  last  day  of  its  sitting.  He  is  of  small  stature,  but 
well-knit,  and  with  a  countenance  rather  pleasing  than 
otherwise.  He  behaved  with  coolness,  if  not  audacity, 
Mr,  Goodwin  stated  that  he  did  not  discover  that  some 
trifling  articles  of  jewellery  had  been  purloined  till  two 
days  after  the  murder.  He  concluded  that  the  deceased 
had  not  completed  her  duties  when  she  was  attacked,  as 
his  bed-candle  had  not  been  placed  for  him,  and  the 
plate  had  not  been  removed.  Mr.  Robarts,  a  surgeon, 
described  a  bruise  on  Hatto's  head,  and  marks  of  burns 
on  his  hands :  Hatto  had  accounted  for  the  one  by 
alleging  that  a  stake  flew  up  and  hit  him,  and  for  the 
other  by  the  fact,  as  known  to  Mr.  Goodwin,  of  his 
having  burnt  his  fingers  with  naphtha.  Mr.  Robarts 
found  a  poker  in  the  grate  of  deceased's  bedroom,  which 
had  a  piece  broken  ott";  and  a  few  hairs,  apparently 
human,  adhered  to  the  poker.  There  were  spots  of 
blood  on  the  prisoner's  hat.  John  Bunce  gave  im- 
portant evidence.  After  Hatto  had  roused  him  on  the 
night  of  the  murder,  Bunce  told  him  to  remain  in  one 
spot  while  he  went  round  the  yard  ;  instead  of  doing  so 
Hatto  went  through  a  gate,  and  ''  guzzled  into  a  shallow 
pool  of  water  siiraihow  or  other  " — the  pool  was  a  mere 
puddle  formed  of  the  drainings  from  a  dung-heap,  and 
Hatto  could  hardly  have  tumbled  in  accidentally.  The 
result  was,  th<at  his  clothes  were  so  soiled  that  he  had  an 
excuse  for  washing  them.  Bunce  saw  him  "  messing  " 
his  hands  in  the  filth.  The  trousers  were  subsequently 
taken  to  London  to  Dr.  Taylor  the  chemist ;  who  found 
minute  spots  of  blood,  but  the  manure-water  rendered 
it  difficult  to  say  whether  the  spots  were  of  recent 
origin.  Mrs.  Bunce  described  Hatto  as  of  passionate 
disposition.  The  young  woman  had  told  her  that  she 
had  said  to  Hatto  "  that  either  he  or  she  must  leave  the 
place,  for  she  could  not  live  with  him."  Other  wit- 
nesses deposed  that  Hatto  accounted  for  his  clothes 
being  wet  by  his  exertions  to  put  out  the  fire ;  and  that 
he  went  out  on  horseback  for  some  time  late  on  the 
Thursday  night — he  said  he  expected  a  parcel  at  Maiden- 
head by  rail.  He  was  a  long  time  making  ready  to 
leave  the  stable.  When  the  evidence  had  been  read 
over  to  the  prisoner,  he  was  asked  by  the  coroner  if  he 
had  anything  to  say.  He  affirmed  that  he  was  innocent, 
and  was  removed  in  custody.  The  coroner  then  summed 
up ;  pointing  out  the  different  circumstances,  but  ob- 
serving that  there  was  no  direct  evidence.  The  jury, 
in  a  few  minutes  unaninrously  found  a  verdict  of 
"  Wilful  murder  against  Moses  Hatto,"  On  the  same 
night,  he  was  committed  to  Aylesbury  Gaol,  for  trial 
at  the  ensuing  assizes. 

A  case  of  Suicide,  followed  by  a  verdict  of  felo  de  se, 
has  occurred  at  Oldham.  On  the  19th  inst,,  the  house 
of  Mr,  Stott,  a  farmer,  near  Oldham,  was  robbed  ;  a 
man  named  John  Mills  was  soon  afterwards  apprehended 
on  the  charge,  and  hanged  himself  in  Oldham  lock-up. 
On  the  1-ith  inst,  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  body,  and 
the  above  verdict  returned.  The  coroner  said  he  quite 
concurred  in  the  deci'sion,  unusual  as  it  was.  The  law 
required  that  the  body  should  be  interred  within  twenty- 
four  hours  of  the  finding  of  the  jury,  and  between  the 
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hours  of  9  and  12  o'clock  at  night.  The  verdict  having 
been  delivered  before  '.)  o'clock,  it  became  imperative 
that  it  should  take  jdaco  on  that  nitrht.  He  therefore 
issued  liis  warrant  to  the  police  authorities,  requiring 
them  to  see  to  its  fulfilment.  A  coffin,  the  best  that 
could  be  put  together  in  the  short  time,  was  procured. 
The  circumstance  soon  became  noised  abroad,  and 
shortly  before  12  o'clock  a  great  number  of  persons  had 
assembled  in  the  churchyard  and  about  the  house  where 
the  body  lay,  many  seeming  greatly  excited.  The  body 
was  removed  in  a  cart  procured  hastily,  and  followed  by 
the  father  and  a  few  other  relatives,  a  large  crowd  fol- 
lowing at  a  distance.  The  budy  was  interred  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  churchyard,  about  a  quarter  to  12,  without 
any  ceremony  or  observance  whatever.  At  this  moment 
the  excitement  seemed  so  great,  that  it  was  feared  an 
attempt  would  be  made  to  take  it  up  agani  ;  but  tlie 
grave  was  quickly  filled,  and  the  police  all  at  their 
posts,  so  that  shortly  after  12  the  whole  had  dispersed 
without  disturbance. 

An  amusing  case  of  Breach'of  Promise  of  Marriage 
came  before  the  Bail  court  on  the  17th.  The  action  was 
brought  by  the  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Chalfont,  a  jeweller, 
again.st  Hard,  late, a  sergeant  in  the  army,  between 
fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age.  The  lady  was  a  widow  of 
four-and-thirty,  with  one  child,  and.  like  her  father,  a 
jeweller.  The  principal  witness  was  Chalfont  the  father  ; 
who  deposed  ihat  Hard  had  "  axed  "  him  to  consent  to 
the  marriage,  but  that  on  account  of  the  disparity  of  the 
ages  of  the  panics  he  would  not.  Hard,  however, 
declared  he  would  marry  with  or  without  the  consent  of 
the  father;  who  then  "  gave  in."  Hard  promised  to 
settle  all  his  property  on  the  lady,  except  his  pension. 
"  Some  days  after  this,"  said  Chalfont,  "'  the  defendant 
and  my  daughter  came  to  my  house  together.  He  was 
very  uneasy  for  marriage,  and  wished  to  be  married. 
I  said,  '  Mary,  I  understand  Mr.  Hard  wishes  to  marry 
you  ?  Do  you  think  you  can  love  Mr.  Hard,  and  make 
him  a  good  wife  ? '  She  said,  '  I  can,  father.'  He 
sprang  forward,  and  put  out  his  right  hand,  and  my 
daughter  runs  up  and  puts  her  hand  smack  into  his.  I 
presses  'em  together  like  that,  as  hard  as  I  could  squeeze 
them  both  tngether.  I  said,  '  I  see  you  are  now  both 
happy  and  pleased,  and  I  hope  you  will  remain  so;  and, 
vartually  speaking,  I  consider  you  are  now  really 
married.'  I  saw  there  was  a  little  move  made,  and  a 
bottle  produced,  and  some  wine  and  water  was  made. 
I  took  a  little  drop  neat.  He  urged  very  much  for 
Monday,  this  being  Friday.  I  was  the  only  person 
who  overruled  it,  for  he  was  so  very  obstinate.  He  told 
me  he  had  bought  a  license,  and  it  would  be  carried  out 
on  Monday.  I  told  him  there  was  not  time  to  draw  the 
deed  up — the  marriage  covenant.  The  Thursday 
following  was  then  fixed  for  the  marriage.  They  re- 
mained about  two  hours,  and  went  away  together.  I 
saw  the  defendant  the  next  day  at  night,  and  I  was  not 
aware  there  was  anything  wrong  till  very  late :  he 
muttered  something  about  her  not  coming  to  meet  him 
as  he  expected.  On  the  17th  of  September  I  went  to 
the  defendant's  house  with  my  daughter.  He  accepted 
us  freely  and  comfortably,  and  entreated  us  to  drink, 
which  we  did.  I  asked  him  for  an  explanation  as  to 
what  was  the  matter.  The  <lefendant  said  he  had  not  been 
well,  and  did  not  come  out  much.  He  seemed  to  me  to 
be  quite  amused,  drinking  a  little  wine  and  brandy. 
He  rose  up  and  began  humming.  He  pulled  out  a  ring 
from  his  pocket.  He  called  me  and  showed  me  an 
Income-tax  paper.  He  then  put  a  ring  in  my  hand, 
and  asked  me  if  I  thought  it  a  good  one.  I  took  it  to 
the  light,  and  saw  the  hall  mark.  I  said  it  was  very 
heavy,  and  gave  it  him  again.  He  said,  '  God  bless  you, 
Mary;  keep  up  your  little  heart — here's  the  ring.' 
She  advanced  to  him  ;  and  he  placed  it  on  her  finger, 
and  asked  her  whether  it  was  not  too  large  ?  and  she 
said  it  was.  I  said,  as  she  was  a  jeweller,  she  could 
take  a  little  bit  out,  and  make  it  the  right  size.  He 
then  said, 'We'll  be  married  on  Monday  morning.'" 
Hard  did  not  keep  his  word,  but  married  "  somebody 
"'""  "     Damages  50/. 
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A  case  respecting  the  Liability  of  Railway  Companies 
was  tried  on  the  ISth  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  It 
was  an  action  against  the  Eastern  Counties  liailway 
Company,  brought  by  a  person  named  Skipp,  lately  a 


guard  in  their  employment.  He  was  acting  as  guard  to 
a  Iviggage  or  goods  train  which  quitted  the  London 
terminus  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July,  18r2.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  train  at  the  Lea-bridge  station  he  found 
no  fewer  than  forty-two  trucks  waiting  on  a  siding  for 
the  purpose  of  being  attached  to  liis  train,  and  then  to 
be  carried  on  to  Norwich.  He  was  compelled  to  do  this 
without  any  assistance,  for  the  company  would  not 
furnish  any  aid  for  this  work.  There  was  no  man  kept 
at  that  station  for  the  purpose,  nor  was  there  any  porter 
to  render  him  help  in  linking  these  trucks  on  to  his  own 
train.  The  consequence  of  this  absence  of  aid  upon  this 
particular  occasion  had  been  that,  in  his  haste  and 
anxiety  to  accomplish  this  object  within  the  smallest 
amount  of  time,  in  order  that  the  train  might  proceed 
on  its  journey,  and  thereby  get  out  of  the  way  of  the 
next  passenger  train,  and  so  avoid  a  collision,  he  had 
been  thrown  down  under  the  wheels  of  the  engine, 
which  had  severed  one  of  his  arms  from  his  body.  For 
this  accident  he  claimed  compensation  from  the  companj-. 
In  addition  to  the  plaintiff's  evidence  another  witness, 
who  had  been  a  guard  on  the  Eastern  Counties  line, 
stated  that  he  had,  upon  very  many  occasions,  sent  up 
written  reports  to  the  head  office,  complaining  of  the 
want  of  assistance  at  the  Lea-bridge  station  in  connexion 
with  the  goods  trains  and  of  the  inefficient  staff'  that  was 
kept  at  that  station,  and  of  the  consequent  danger  which 
thereupon  arose,  not  only  to  the  guard  himself,  but  to 
the  next  passenger  train.  Of  these  reports  there  liad 
not  been  any  notice  taken.  He  had  sent  up  many 
reports  to  the  head  office  upon  the  subject  i)rior  to  this 
accident  occurring,  as  well  as  after  ;  but  he  had  never 
received  any  answer  to  those  reports  from  the  company, 
nor  had  there  been  any  assistance  sent.  In  some  of  liis 
reports  he  had  had  to  state  the  stoppage  of  passenger  trains 
in  consequence  of  there  not  being  sufficient  assistance  at 
the  Lea-bridge  station.  Mr.  Baron  Martin  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  there  was  no  case  to  goto  the  jury.  If  a 
servant  to  a  railway  company,  or  to  any  one  else,  was 
not  satisfied  with  his  place,  or  if  he  found  he  could 
not  do  the  work  assigned  to  him,  or  if  he  found  it  to  be 
attended  with  danger,  it  was  perfectly  competent  in  him 
to  leave  the  service.  Here,  the  plaintiff,  for  whose 
accident  every  one  could  not  but  feel  regret,  had  dis 
covered  that  his  occupation  was  attended,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  himself  and  the  other  witness,  with 
danger,  and  yet  he  had  chosen  to  retain  the  employment. 
He  might  have  left  it.  In  his  opinion,  the  company 
could  not  be  held  responsible.  He  should  therefore 
direct  a  verdict  for  the  defendants.  The  plaintiff's 
counsel  said  he  would  rather  have  a  nonsuit  entered,  as 
he  wished  still  to  raise  the  question  on  the  point  of  law. 
A  nonsuit  was  accordingly  entered. 

At  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  on  the  1.5th,  an  audit 
took  place  under  the  estate  of  Messrs.  Chambers  and 
Son,  the  Bankers  of  Old  Bo7ul  Street,  who  failed  in 
1824.  Dividends  to'the  amount  of  13s.  4rf.  in  the  pound 
have  already  been  declared,  and  there  are  now  funds  in 
the  hands  of  the  official  assignee  equal  to  a  further 
distribution  of  2s.  Crf.  The  sum  for  which  Messrs. 
Chambers  stopped  payment  was  about  221,000/. 

A  Tragical  Incident  occurred  on  the  9th  of  October 
on  board  a  steamboat  on  the  Missouri.  Among  the 
deck  passengers  were  Mrs  L5'dia  Miller  and  her  husband. 
They  had  been  married  only  three  weeks,  and  were  on 
their  way  from  a  visit  to  Minnesota.  While  asleep  in 
the  night  Mrs.  Miller  was  awakened  by  a  person  behav- 
ing rudely  to  her.  The  person  went  away,  but  renewed 
his  conduct.  She  awoke  her  husband,  and  told  him 
what  had  happened,  at  the  same  time  asking  him  for 
his  pistol.  He  gave  it  to  lier,  and  went  himself  in 
search  of  the  ruffian  who  had  molested  his  wife.  During 
Mr.  Miller's  absence  the  villain  returned  again,  when 
Mrs.  Miller  levelled  the  pistol  at  him,  and  shot  him 
through  the  heart.  It  proved  that  he  was  a  watchman 
of  the  boat,  named  Bugg.  Mrs.  Miller  was  examined 
by  the  coroner  at  St.  Louis,  but  was  exonerated  from 
all  guilt. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  the  29th  uU.,tho 
Reverend  AVade  Meara  pleaded  "  Guilty  "  to  Printing 
and  Publishing  false  and  Scandalous  Libels  against  the 
Hon.  Craven  Fitzliardinge  Berkeley  and  others.  His 
counsel,  Mr.  Clarkson,  expressed  Mr.  Meara's  contrition, 
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for  publisliing  what  lie  admitted  were  false  accusations  : 
hi-  solemnly  promised  never  to  repeat  the  oit'ence.  Mr. 
Clarkson  hoped  that  the  prosecution  would  be  contented 
with  holding  the  prisoner  to  bail  to  appear  at  any  time 
to  receive  judgment  if  he  again  offended.  The  Attorney- 
General  assented  ;  but  he  thought  it  right,  as  the  liliels 
had  been  widely  circulated,  to  road  a  statement  signed 
by  the  prisoner,  declaring  that  each  and  every  impu- 
tation made  by  him  on  the  Onslow,  Chamberluyne, 
and  Bericeley  I'amilies  Avas  "  utterly  false  and  destitute 
of  foundation."  Mr.  Meara  entered  into  his  own 
recognizances  in  lOOOi!.  and  was  discharged. 

A  allocking  Murder  has  been  committed  at  a  place 
called  Lype,  in  the  parish  of  Cutcombe,  near  Dunster, 
on  the  old  Minehead-road.  The  victim  was  a  fine  girl 
about  eleven  years  old,  named  Eliza  Coles,  who  lived 
witli  her  mother,  a  widow,  and  her  brother,  a  youth 
of  about  eighteen,  in  a  lonely  house,  part  of  which  was 
also  occupied  by  an  aged  woman  named  Norman.  In 
the  neighbourhood  was  a  barn,  which  had  not  been 
tised  for  many  years.  The  mother  of  the  poor  girl  left 
her  house  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  inst.,  to  go  to 
woi'k,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  son  also  went  to  his 
work  at  a  neighbouring  quarry,  the  girl  beins;  left  at 
home.  About  10  o'clock  the  old  woman,  Mary  Norman, 
saw  the  girl  sitting  on  one  side  of  the  fire-place,  while 
a  man  named  James  Bailey,  who  lived  at  Luxboroutjh, 
was  seated  on  the  other.  She  was  not  seen  alive  after 
that  time.  Aliout  11  o'clock  a  man  named  Sedgljeer, 
who  was  working  opposite  the  entrance  to  Lype,  saw 
Bailey  advancing  towards  the  place  at  which  he 
(Sedgbeer)  was,  in  a  hurried  manner;  and  on  arriving 
at  the  spot  where  he  stood  he  observed  that  Bailey  was 
labouring  under  some  excitement.  Bailey  then  went 
to  the  quarry  at  which  the  girl's  brother  was  working, 
and  remained  there,  occasionally  working  for  a  short 
time,  during  whicli  he  partook  of  Coles's  dinner.  At 
4  o'clock  Bailey  left  the  quarry,  and  soon  afterwards 
he  called  at  the  cottages  at  Lype,  and  inquired  if  "  the 
old  woman  (Cohs)  or  any  of  them"'  had  returned? 
Mrs.  Norman  replied  in  the  negative,  and  he  then  went 
away.  About  7  o'clock  the  boy  Coles  returned,  and 
missing  his  sister,  he  went  to  meet  his  mother,  who 
returned  with  him  and  made  inquiries  for  the  poor 
girl  at  some  neighbouring  cottages.  Failing  to  obtain 
any  information  they  searched  their  own  premises,  and 
ultimately  the  barn,  the  door  of  which  they  found 
closed,  'i'he  mother  went  in,  and  on  going  to  a  dark 
part  of  the  barn  she  discovered  the  lifeless  body  of  her 
child.  She  carried  the  body  to  her  house,  and  then  it 
was  seen  that  her  throat  had  been  cut  in  a  most  horrible 
manner.  Information  having  been  given  to  the  con- 
stables, they  went  to  the  house  of  Bailey's  father,  who 
lives  at  a  short  distance  from  the  cottages.  They  found 
the  son  iu  bed,  and  having  stated  that  they  were  come 
to  take  him  into  custody  on  a  charge  of  murder,  the  pri- 
soner exclaimed,  "I  didn't  murder  her;"  but  he  admitted 
that  he  had  been  at  the  house  on  his  way  from  work,  and 
stated  that  on  his  leaving  she  accompanied  him  a  short 
distance,  and  then  returned.  On  him  was  found  a  knife, 
which  was  of  course  taken  from  him.  On  examining 
the  barn,  blood  was  found  on  some  ashes  near  the 
door,  and  also  part  of  a  buckle  strap,  which  was  iden- 
tified as  belonging  to  the  prisoner ;  the  other  part  was 
found  upon  him.  Near  the  barn  is  a  stream  of  water, 
and  a  little  beyond  this  from  the  barn,  was  discovered 
a  foot-i>rint,  which  corresponded  Avith  one  of  the 
prisoner's  boots.  This  mark  was  in  a  place  which 
a  person  would  pass  over  in  proceeding  from  the  barn 
to  the  spot  at  which  the  man  Sedgbeer  was  when  the 
prisoner  went  towards  him.  On  examining  the  prisoner's 
clothes,  blodd  was  found  in  ditferent  parts,  which  had 
been  partially  washed  out.  On  the  girl's  body  being 
examined,  marks  of  two  severe  blows  were  found  on  the 
top  of  the  head,  and  also  the  mark  of  a  violent  blow  over 
the  left  eye.  There  were  two  stabs  in  the  neck,  one 
on  each  side,  and  these  correspond  with  the  blade  of  the 
knife  found  on  the  prisoner.  There  was  a  horrid  gash 
right  across  the  neck,  from  left  to  right,  which  divided 
all  the  principal  parts,  down  to  the  bone,  and  at  the 
bottom  of  this  cut  was  the  mark  of  another  stab,  between 
two  of  the  vital  vertebra;  or  neck  bones.  From  the 
appearances  there  could  be  nc  doubt  that  the  murderer 


first  stunned  his  victim  by  striking  her  on  the  head, 
and  then  dragged  her  to  a  darker  part  of  the  barn, 
where  placing  her  head  on  one  of  the  stone  sleepers, 
he  comjileted  the  horrid  crime.  The  prisoner  was 
brought  before  the  magistrates  of  the  district,  and  fully 
ccimmitted  for  trial;  and  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  was 
also  returned  by  the  coroner's  inquest. 

An  action  of  ejectment,  to  Recover  Possession  of  Her 
Majesty's  Tlieatie,  was  tried  in  the  Bail  Court  on  the 
8th  inst.  The  plaintitts  were  Mr.  Huglies,  an  attorney, 
Messrs.  Lyons  and  B.irnes,  also  attorneys,  and  Mr. 
Storer,  a  gentleman  of  fortune.  The  defendant  was 
Mr.  Lumley,  the  late  lessee  and  manager  of  the  Italian 
Opera  House.  The  plaintiffs  had  separately  recovered 
judgment  against  Mr.  Lumley.  They  all  issued  writs  of 
extent,  and  had  all  joined  iu  bringing  this  action.  The 
question  was  as  to  wliich  of  tlie  plaintiffs  would  be  en- 
titled to  succeed.  Hughes  hod  just  registered  his 
judgment  for  1,143^.  10s.  in  the  Common  Pleas  on  the 
lOlh  of  August,  1852,  and  in  Middlesex  on  the  11th  of 
May,  1852;  Storer  registered  his  judgment  for  2,569^.  in 
the  Common  Pleas  on  the  22nd  of  July,  1852,  and  in 
Middlesex  on  the  4th  of  January,  1853  ;  Lyons'  and 
Barnes'  judgment  for  22,482^.  was  registered  in  the 
Common  Pleas  on  the  ISth  of  December,  1852,  and  in 
Middlesex  on  the  20th  of  December,  1852.  The  writs 
were  delivered  to  tlie  sheriff',  by  whom  they  were  retained 
until  the  26th  of  January,  1853,  when  they  were  all 
executed  on  the  same  day,  according  to  the  priority  in 
which  they  were  delivered  to  him,  without  notice  to 
Lumley,  and  in  his  absence.  The  inquisitions  were  all 
in  the  same  form,  stating  that  when  Huglies's  writ  was 
issued  there  were  no  other  writs  in  the  office.  It  was 
argued  for  the  defendant  that  Mr.  Hughes  was  not 
entitled  to  recover  in  this  action.  The  first  question  was 
whether  the  three  plaintiff's,  or  which  of  them,  would  bo 
entitled  to  recover,  and  that  would  depend  upon  the 
meaning  to  bo  put  upon  the  statute  of  1st  and  ^nd  Vic- 
toria, c.  110.  Hughes's  case  stood  in  this  form:  his 
judgment  was  registered  on  the  10th  of  August,  and 
Storer's  on  the  22nd  of  July.  Thus  it  would  appear 
Storer's  judgment  must  have  priority,  and  in  that  case 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  have  executed 
Storer's  writ  before  Hughes's.  The  sheriff  had  not 
delivered  possession  to  Lyon  and  Barnes,  in  consequence 
of  Hughes  and  Storer  having  a  previous  possession.  A 
great  deal  of  discussion  having  taken  place,  it  was 
eventually  agreed  that  a  verdict  should  be  taken  for  the 
plaiiilifF  Hughes,  with  leave  to  the  defendant  to  set 
aside  or  alter  the  verdict. 

Two  cases  establishing  the  Non-liabiliti/  of  Uailway 
Companies  in  Certain  Cases  lohere  tlie  Carriage  oj  Goods 
is  concerned,  have  just  been  decided  by  the  county 
court  judges.  The  )jlaintiff's  in  the  first  case,  Messrs. 
Benson,  of  Hudder>tield,broughtan  action  for  G/.  18s.  6d., 
against  the  London  and  North  Western,  the  alleged 
value  of  a  quantity  of  cheeses  consigned  by  a  house  in 
Manchester,  and  which  were  delivered  crushed  and 
damaged  ;  but  as  it  was  not  clearly  shown  that  the 
damage  occurred  upon  the  railway,  or  from  wilful 
neglect,  the  plaintiff's  were  declared  nonsuited.  In  the 
second  case,  the  action  was  aijainst  the  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  and  Dundee  Railway  Company,  for  6/.,  owing  to 
detention  in  the  delivery  of  goods  in  London,  and  booked 
by  the  company,  the  court  deciding  that  the  company 
were  not  lialile,  unless  it  could  be  shov.'ii  that  the 
detention  took  phice  on  their  own  line. 

The  strike  of  the  colliers  and  factory-workers  in  the 
north  was  attended  with  Disgraceful  Riots  at  Wigan. 
On  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  2Sth  ult.,  the  day  of 
the  first  outbreak,  the  coal-owners  met  as  usual  at  the 
Royal  Hotel.  For  upwards  of  a  month  the  coal-miners, 
4000  in  number,  had  been  unemployed,  and  the  factory 
workers,  6000  in  number,  for  more  than  six  weeks. 
While  the  masters  were  deliberating  under  the  presi- 
dence  of  Mr.  Peace,  the  agent  of  the  Earl  of  Balcarres, 
a  great  crowd  were  awaiting  their  decision  in  the  streets. 
The  men,  it  is  said,  were  ready  to  take  half  the  rise 
they  demanded;  and  they  heard  with  dissatisf^action 
that  the  masters  had  decided  to  throw  open  their  pits 
for  a  fortniglit,  so  that  the  men  might  come  in  and 
work  at  the  old  rates  if  they  chose.  The  market-place 
was  full  of  people  ;  there  was  an  annual  fair  going  on  ; 
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and  the  signs  of  dissatisfaction  augmented  as  the  dark- 
ness set  in.     How  the  actual  riot  liegan  is  not  accurately 
known,  but  it  soon  became  very  violent.     Mr.  Sim,  the 
chief  constable,  turned  out  vrit'h  the  whole  police  force 
of  the  place,  consisting  of  nine  men,  but  he  soon  found 
himself  unable  to  make  head  against  the  rioters,  and  he 
retreated  to  the  police-office,  with  a  yelling  crowd  at  his 
heels.     By  this  time  the  mob  had  broken  up  the  stalls 
in  the  market-place   for   bludgeons,  armed   themselves 
with  stones,  and  smashed  a  good  deal  of  glass.     Tlie 
Mayor  and  the  officers  presented  themselves,  and  requested 
the  mob  to  withdraw.     A  volley  of  stones  and  a  burst 
of  cheers  were  the  replies.     This  was  aliout  eight  in  the 
evening.     The  Mayor  went   to   the    railway   station  to 
telegraph  for  troops  from  Preston  ;  Mr.  Sim  posted  his 
men  in  some  back  premises,  and  kept  up  communication 
with  the  Mayor.     For  the   next  three   hours   the  mob 
held   undisputed   possession   of  the   town.     The   shop- 
keepers   hastily   closed    their    shops ;    the   rioters   had 
broken  and  put  out  the  gas-lamps.     They  paraded  from 
street  to  street ;  smashed  the  windows  at   the  Police- 
office,  the  Moot-hall,  the  Town-hall,  the  Victoria  and 
Clarence  hotels  ;  and,  having  made  a  tour  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets,  they  returned  to  the  Royal  Hotel.     Not 
satisfied   with   the   damage   done    from   without,   they 
rushed  into  the  house,  broke  the  mirrors,  tore  down  the 
curtains,   and   damaged  the   furniture.     "  Let's   go   to 
Taylors',"  was  the  n'ext  cry.     'J'he  Taylors  are  cotton- 
spinners  ;  their  windows  were  broken  and  much  damage 
done.     In  succession  the  mob  attacked  other  houses  ;  in 
particular,  that  of  Mr.  Johnson,  another  cotton-spinner. 
The  house  and  the  mill  are  enclosed  ;    but   they   got 
inside   the   gates,    broke   the   windows   of    the    house, 
entered  the  "lower  rooms,  broke  a  valuable  finger-organ 
and  pianoforte,  destroyed  the  engravings,  paintings,  and 
furniture  of  three   rooms,  and   having   collected   some 
umbrellas  and  table-linen,  and  portions  of  a  sofa,  they 
got  burning  coals  and  made  a  fire  in  the  middle  of  a 
parlour,  leaving  the  place  in  a  blaze.     Mr.  Johnson  and 
his  family  were  in  the  house  when  the  attack  was  made, 
but  they"  escaped  before  the  mob  broke  in  ;    and  after 
they  left  the  house,  Mr.  Johnson  and  some  men  exerted 
themselves  to  extinguish  the  fire.     Before  they  finally 
retired,  the  rioters  broke  some  garden   furniture,  and 
hurled  a  heavy  log  of  wood  upon  a  conservatory.     At 
length,  after  eleven  o'clock,  tiie  train  with  the  soldiers 
arrived  ;  loO  men  from  Preston,  under  the  command  of 
Captain    Wilt.     The    mayor    and    magistrates    placed 
themselves  at  the  head  of  this  body,  and  sallied  into  the 
streets.     It  was  very  dark,  rioters  were  heard  coming, 
but  they  were  few  in  number,  and  six  were  captured. 
The   rest   had   gone   home.     The  soldiers   turned   into 
quarters,  and  all  was  quiet  by  one  o'clock.     Saturday 
and  Sunday  passed  off  quietly  :  but  on  Sunday  evening 
it  became  evident  that  mischief  was   brewing.     About 
six   o'clock,   a   body   of  colliers,    from    three    to    four 
hundred,  marched  through  the  town  with  drums  and 
fifes.     As  soon  as  they  had  passed,  the  soldiers  musteied 
in  the  Town-hall,  and  the  magistrates  hastened  to  the 
spot.     Meanwhile,  tlie  rioters  had  marched   upon   the 
saw-mills  at  Haigh,  but  the  defenders  were  armed  and 
prepared  for  the  attack.     The  rioters  arrived  there  three 
hundred    strong,    and    instantly    attacked    the    mills. 
Stones  were  showered  on  the  defenders,  and  the  gates 
were   battered   with  pieces  of  wood.     An  attempt  was 
then  made  to  escalade  the  place  ;  but  the  police  knocked 
down   their    assailants    as    they    appeared    above    the 
boarding.     At  length  the  rioters  got  on  the  flank  of  the 
besieged  ;  and  the  police  and  Mr.  Peace's  men  retreated 
to  the  inner  yard.     The  mob  entered   the  outer  yard, 
and  tried  to  fire  the  place ;  but  a  workman  thrust  his 
gun  through  the  glass  and   fired ;    and  upon  this  the 
rioters  retreated.     They  rallied  again  immediately  ;  but 
another  volley  of  four  shots  efl'ectually  drove  them  bacK, 
and    they   fied    towards   Wigan,    bearing    away    their 
wounded.     When  the  police  gained  the  main  road  it 
was  clear.     The  soldiei-s  now  appeared,  but  too  late  to 
be  of  service.     Leaving  fifty  rank  and  file  in  charge  of 
the  mills,  the  main  body  returned  to  Wigan.     None  of 
the  rioters  were  arrested.     Early  next  morning,  a  troop 
of  the   Royal   Dragoons   from   Manchester   arrived   at 
Wigan,  and  the  riots  ceased  ;  but  the  colliers  were  loud 
in  their  threats  of  vengeance  against  some   who   had 


returned  to  work,  and  against  the  masters.  The  six 
prisoners  have  been  examined,  and  their  cases  disposed 
of.  One  is  committed  for  felony,  two  are  remanded, 
one  is  called  on  for  security,  and  two  are  discharged. 
They  were  mere  boys — the  elder  under  sixteen. 

Another  barbarous  Mtirder,  with  Hiylncay  Uobbery, 
has  been  committed  in  Noriblk.  The  victim  was  Lorenzo 
Bella,  a  silversmith,  who  resided  in  Norwich.  He  had  . 
two  assistants  in  his  shop,  to  whom  he  left  the  care  of 
his  business  while  he  travelled  through  the  county  to 
obtain  orders  and  to  sell  his  jewellery.  He  usually 
carried  a  box  of  gold  and  silver  watches  and  other 
jewellery  in  a  bag,  suspended  from  a  stick  on  his  shoulder, 
and  his  custom  was,  when  he  sold  goods  to  the  country 
people,  to  take  payment  in  small  instalments.  He  was 
last  seen  alive,  walking  towards  the  village  of  Welling- 
ham,  about  one  o'clock  on  Friday,  the  18th  inst.  Alvout 
three  o'clock  the  same  afternoon  a  person  named 
Robinson,  who  resided  in  the  neighbourhood,  while 
walking  along  the  road,  observed  a  great  quantity  of 
blood,  and  noticed  that  some  portions  of  it  had  been 
partially  covered  by  dirt  scraped  from  the  road.  At  this 
moment  two  young  gentlemen,  sons  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Digby,  of  Tittleshall,  came  riding  up  on  jionies,  and 
two  ladies  in  a  gig,  a  Miss  Shepherd  and  Mrs.  Digb}-. 
The  whole  party  stopped,  and  their  attention  was 
directed  to  the  blood.  One  of  the  young  gentlemen 
observed  that  there  was  a  trail  of  blood  to  the  hedge, 
and  Robinson  jumping  upon  the  hcdue,  saw  that  the 
trail  was  continued  through  the  fence  into  the  ditch,  on 
the  other  side,  where  a  horrible  spectacle  presented 
itself.  The  body  of  Mr.  Beha  was  f(jund  with  the  legs 
towards  the  hedge,  and  the  coat  collar  turned  up  as  if 
the  murdered  man  had  been  dragged  by  his  coat  tlirough 
the  fence.  By  the  side  of  the  body  lay  Mr.  Beha's  box 
of  jewellery,  iinopened,  but  removed  from  the  bag,  and 
his  stick  and  umbrella,  and  also  a  large  hatchet,  such 
as  is  used  for  felling  timbers.  The  blade  of  the 
hatchet  was  covered  with  blood  and  hair,  and  it 
was  evidently  the  weapon  by  which  the  unfortunate 
man  had  been  murdered.  His  trousers  pockets  were 
turned  inside  out,  and  rificd ;  but  in  his  waistcoat 
pocket  a  watch  was  found,  still  going.  His  head 
liad  been  nearly  severed  from  the  body  by  a  blow  at 
the  back  of  the  neck,  and  there  were  four  deeply-cut 
wounds  across  the  temples  and  face,  any  one  of  which 
must  have  caused  instantaneous  death.  The  right  eye 
was  also  driven  inwards  to  the  depth  of  nearly  an  inch. 
Indeed  the  poor  man  appeared  to  have  been  felled  like 
an  ox,  and  drugged  through  the  fence  into  the  ditch. 
On  searching  the  clothes  of  deceased  more  minutely  his 
account-book  was  found,  soaked  with  blood,  in  one  of 
his  pockets,  but  the  keys  of  liis  box  were  gone.  No 
suspicion  was  entertained  as  to  the  perpetrator  of  the 
murder  until  late  in  the  evening.  A  man  named 
William  Webster,  while  driving  in  liis  cart  from  Tittles- 
hall  to  Wellingham,  shortly  before  one  o'clock  on  the 
same  day,  had  seen  a  man  in  the  plantation  adjoining 
the  ditch  where  the  body  was  found,  and  he  observed 
that  the  man  stooped  down  to  hide  himself  as  he 
(Webster)  approached.  He  communicated  this  circum- 
stance to  the  parish  constable,  stating  that  the  man 
was  William  Thompson,  a  labourer,  who  lived  with  his 
father  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thompson,  the  same  night, 
was  apprehended  in  bed  ;  and  parts  of  his  clothes  were 
found  to  be  stained  with  blood.  On  further  search,  a 
silver  watch,  with  the  name  "  L.  Beha"  as  maker, 
another  watch  with  the  same  name,  a  canvas  bag  with 
a  third  watch,  and  money  in  notes,  gold,  and  silver,  were 
found  in  different  places.  On  the  19th  the  jirisoner  was 
taken  before  the  county  magistrates.  Several  witnesses 
having  been  examined  he  was  remanded  till  further 
evidence  could  be  adduced.  Thompson  is  about  twenty 
years  of  age  ;  and  his  appearance  is  superior  to  that 
which  is  generally  characteristic  of  his  class.  He  listened 
attentively  to  the  evidence,  but  appeared  to  be  quite 
calm  and  unconcerned. 

At  Guildhall,  on  the  22nd,  Charles  Clark  was  charged 
before  Alderman  Humphery  with  Stealing  a  Watch  the 
previous  morning  in  the  Old  Bailey.  Robert  P(dlard,  the 
prosecutor,  said  :  I  was  present  yesterday  morning  at  the 
Execution  of  the  man  Mohbs.  I  was  in  frontof  the  scaffold, 
when  I  felt  something  at  my  pocket,  and  then  missed  my 
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watch.  Alderman  Humphery — I  suppose  you  were  there 
to  see  the  man  hung  ?  Were  there  many  persons  there/ 
Witness  :  Yes,  sir,  a  gi-eat  many.  Alderman  Humphery  : 
Did  you  miss  your  watch  before  the  execution  or  after- 
wards ?  Witness  :  The  condemned  man  was  just  coming 
on  the  scaffold,  and  before  lie  was  hung  I  saw  the 
prisoner  moving  from  my  side.  I  followed  him  ;  but 
perceiving  me  behind  him,  he  ran  up  St.  Clement's  Inn- 
yards,  in  Old  Bailey,  and  threw  himself  on  some  matting. 
The  watch  produced  by  the  officer  is  mine.  It  is  en- 
graved with  my  own  name.  Prisoner  :  I  did  not  throw 
myself  down,  I  fell  down.  Alderman  Humphery  : 
There  is  one  thing  very  clear.  The  awful  sight  of  a  man 
being  hung  has  no  fear  for  you.  William  Gardiner  saw 
the  prisoner,  on  reaching  the  top  of  Clement's  Inn  yard, 
throw  himself  on  some  sacks  and  drop  something  down 
the  iron  grating.  The  witness  went  below  and  found 
the  watch  produced.  Prisoner :  I  never  took  the  watch. 
Alderman  Humphery :  You  came  out  to  witness  the 
execution  of  a  fellow  creature,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
have  done  you  any  good,  for  your  intention  in  being 
there  was  to  pick  pockets  evidently.  It  is  quite  clear 
that  you  committed  a  highway  robbery,  and  that  too 
under  the  gallows,  an  offence  that  was  punished  at  one 
time  with  death.  It  is  too  serious  a  case  for  me  to  deal 
with  summarily,  and  I  shall  therefore  commit  you  for 
trial. 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  the  23rd,  Richard 
Thomas  Clement  Gray,  a  well-dressed  middle-aged 
man,  lately  trading  as  an  ale  and  porter  merchant  in 
the  Minories,  was  committed  for  Bigamy.  He  had 
married  on  the  5th  of  August,  1840,  a  very  respectably- 
connected  woman,  at  the  parish-church  of  Alton, 
Hants.  He  had  had  two  children  by  this  marriage, 
one  of  whom  was  dead,  and  he  had  been  separated  from 
his  wife  six  years.  During  that  period  he  had  become 
acquainted  with  a  Mrs.  Adams,  the  widow  of  a  trades- 
man residing  at  53,  Great  Prescott-street,  Whitechapel ; 
and  on  the  20th  of  August  he  married  Mary  Bagnall 
Adams,  her  daughter,  at  the  registrar's  office,  Stepney. 
Mrs.  Adams  swore  that  when  the  prisoner  proposed  to 
her  daughter,  four  months  ago,  she  was  not  aware  that 
his  wife  was  alive.  His  son  had  been  under  her  (Mrs. 
Adam's)  care  for  four  months.  Miss  Adams,  who 
appeared  to  be  deeply  aflfected  at  the  sight  of  the  first 
wife,  admitted  that  the  prisoner  had  told  her  that  his 
first  wife  was  alive,  but  he  said  he  was  separated  from 
her.  Witness  therefore  thought  her  own  marriage  was 
valid.  On  cross-examination  she  also  admitted  that 
twelve  months  ago  she  visited  the  prisoner  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  prison,  and  cohabited  with  him  there 
before  he  had  proposed  marriage  to  her.  The  witness's 
evidence  yim  given  in  a  very  confused  manner,  and  she 
manifested  an  evident  desire  to  screen  the  prisoner. 
The  prisoner,  when  arrested  by  Sergeant  Foay,  said  he 
was  an  injui-ed  man,  for  both  Mrs.  and  Miss  Adams 
knew  that  his  wife  was  alive  before  he  was  married  the 
second  time.  The  magistrate  consented  to  accept  sub- 
stantial bail,  but  the  prisoner  not  being  prepared  with 
sureties  to  the  amount  specified  was  committed  to 
Newgate. 

A  case  which  may  serve  as  a  Caution  to  Captains  of 
Emigrant  Ships  occurred  at  the  Liverpool  Police  Court 
on  the  21st  inst.  Captain  Schomberg,  R.N.,  government 
emigration  agent  at  Liverpool,  appeared  to  prefer  a  series 
of  charges  against  Captain  II.  D.  Robertson,  of  the 
Guiding  Star,  for  infringements  of  several  sections  of 
the  Passengers  Act.  That  vessel  sailed  from  the  Mersey 
on  the  27th  October,  for  New  York,  with  a  large 
number  of  passengers,  and  on  the  29th,  when  off  Cape 
Clear,  she  was  disabled  in  a  gale.  They  then  put  into 
Belfast  with  sickness  on  board,  and  finally  put  back  to 
Liverpool.  The  offences  alleged  by  the  passengers  were, 
that  proper  arrangements  were  not  made  for  the  proper 
cooking  of  the  provisions  on  board,  the  removing  of  the 
bulk-head,  which  separated  the  single  male  from  the 
female  and  married  passengers,  and  also  the  removal  of 
the  hospital  and  water-closets.  Several  of  the  passengers 
having  proved  these  charges,  it  was  urged  in  defence 
that  the  first  charge  was  not  one  of  wilful  neglect,  but 
was  owing  to  the  confusion  on  board  after  the  ship  was 
disabled,  that  the  removal  of  the  bulk-head  and  water- 
closets  was  done  at  the  suggestion  of  the  surgeon,  the 


former  for  the  purpose  of  giving  free  ventilation,  which 
was  prevented  by  the  German  emigrants  continually 
hanging  wet  linen  upon  it ;  and  the  latter  owing  to  the 
filthy  state  in  which  they  were  kept,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  cholera  was  raging  on  board.  The  surgeon  stated 
that  had  they  not  put  into  Belfast,  there  would  not  have 
licen  twenty  living  on  their  arrival  at  New  York.  The 
charge  of  removing  the  hospital  was  withdrawn,  and  a 
fine  inflicted  of  5^.  for  each  of  the  others. 

The  American  papers  relate  an  act  of  Cruelty  to  a 
Slave  as  horrible  as  anything  in  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin. 
Mr.  Henry  Birdsong,  a  planter  in  Sussex  County, 
Virginia,  so  cruelly  whipped  and  beat  one  of  his 
negroes  that  he  died  in  a  few  hours.  Mr.  B.  had  given 
orders  to  his  negroes  that  they  were  to  report  themselves 
to  him  at  his  dwelling  every  night  at  an  early  hour. 
One  night  they  failed  to  do  so,  and  upon  one  of  his  boys 
coming  into  the  house  to  get  his  (Birdsong's)  shoes  to 
clean,  he  was  called  to  account  for  his  disobedience. 
Mr.  B.  being  unusually  rigorous  and  severe  with  his 
servants  generally,  the  boy  expected  a  whipping,  and 
ran  out  of  the  house  to  escape.  Mr.  B.  followed  hijn 
closely,  and  calling  a  ferocious  dog  (of  the  bull  species) 
started  the  animal  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  also.  Tlie 
dog  soon  overtook  and  bit  him  very  seriously,  before  he 
was  taken  off.  Mr.  B.  then  tied  the  boy,  and  whipped 
and  beat  him  so,  that  he  died  in  a  few  hours.  These 
facts  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  coroner,  a  .jury 
was  summoned,  and  an  inquest  held,  which  resulted 
in  the  finding  of  a  verdict  that  deceased  came  to  his 
death  by  sundry  blows,  inflicted  'oy  his  master,  Henry 
Birdsong.  A  warrant  was  issued  for  the  arrest  of 
Birdsong,  which  was  exf  cuted  on  Thursday.  The 
accused  was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  county  gaol 
and  secured. 

At  the  Worship  Street  Police  Court  on  the  12th, 
Jane  and  Lncretia  Ireton,  described  as  "  two  ladies  of 
property,"  and  owners  of  twenty-four  dwelling-houses 
in  Dunk-street,  Mile-end  New  Town,  were  summoned 
for  having  suffered  them  to  be  in  such  a  filthy  and  un- 
wholesome condition  as  to  be  seriously  Detrimental  to 
the  Health  of  the  Inhabitants.  It  was  stated  that  the 
prosecution  was  founded  upon  a  formal  report  from  the 
Whitechapel  Union's  medical  officer.  No  steps  whatever 
had  been  taken  to  render  the  houses  more  habitable, 
although  the  abominable  condition  of  the  premises  had 
been  specially  referred  in  the  Registrar-General's  report, 
and  denounced  in  the  strongest  terms  at  various  inquests 
which  had  been  held  before  the  coroner  of  the  district. 
Nearly  all  the  cases  of  cholera  with  which  the  district 
had  been  afflicted,  had  occurred  in  that  street.  The 
magistrate  said  that  he  would  not  allow  of  a  moment's 
delay  in  a  case  in  which  the  health  and  lives  of  the  com- 
munity were  so  seriously  affected,  but  should  issue  an 
imperative  order  for  the  suppression  of  the  nuisance 
within  forty-eight  hours,  which  would  empower  the 
parish  authorities,  unless  it  were  properly  attended  to, 
to  adopt  the  necessary  measures  for  carrying  it  into 
effect  at  the  expense  of  the  defendants. 


NARRATIVE    OF   ACCIDENT   AND 
DISASTER. 

A  SHOCKING  Accident  occurred  on  the  Manchester, 
Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  on  the  night  of  the 
28th  ult.,  to  a  man  named  Oldham.  The  locomotive 
depot  is  about  a  mile  west  of  the  Sheffield  station,  a 
tunnel,  120  yards  long,  intervening.  The  men  em- 
ployed at  the  depot  are"  allowed  to  traverse  this  tunnel 
in  proceeding  to  and  from  their  work,  though  there  are 
no  lights  in  it,  except  one  at  the  east  end.  About  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  Oldham  went  to  his  supper  and 
passed  safely  through  this  tunnel.  About  twenty 
minutes  to  nine  he  was  seen  by  the  pointsman  to  re- 
enter on  his  return,  and  a  few  minutes  after  two  trains, 
one  from  Manchester,  and  the  express  to  Manchester, 
passed  through  the  tunnel.  They  experienced  no 
obstruction,  nor  were  any  indications  of  the  fatahty 
observable.  At  nine  o'clock  the  driver  of  a  locomotive 
was  passing  cautiously  through  the  up  line  and  observed 
by  the  light  of  the  engine  fire  the  body  of  a  man  lying 
partially   across    the    down   line.      It   was    a  frightful 
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object.  The  upper  part  of  the  head  -was  completely  cut 
away  below  the  eyes,  and  his  cap,  which  lay  ch.se  by, 
was  filled  with  bone,  brains,  and  blood.  Between  the 
time  of  his  entering  the  tunnel  and  the  approach  of  the 
trains  there  was  ample  opportunity  for  passing  through, 
yet  he  had  not  proceeded  more  than  half-way  when  the 
calamity  overtook  him.  The  conjecture  is  that  he 
loitered  on  the  way,  and  when  the  trains  approached 
wa,s  unable  to  escape. — An  inquest  being  held,  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  "  Accidental  death,"  adding  to  it 
their  unanimous  opinion  that  lights  ought  to  be  forth- 
with placed  in  the  tunnel  for  the  prevention  of  future 
accidents. 

Mr.  Joseph  Russell,  a  bookseller  of  Chard,  has  Died 
from  eating  Monk's-hood  Root.  He  was  on  a  visit  to 
his  brother  William,  a  coachmaker  in  Bristol.  The 
servant  was  directed  to  dig  a  root  of  horse-radish  in  the 
garden  :  she  took  the  wrong  plant.  The  brothers 
remarked  that  it  was  "  very  bad  horse-radish,"  and 
William  ate  of  it  sparingly,  while  his  wife,  who  dislikes 
horse-radish,  did  not  tuuch  it.  After  a  time,  both 
brothers  became  unwell,  and  Joseph  soon  expired ; 
William  had  not  taken  a  fatal  quantity.  A  Coroner's 
Jury,  ascribed  the  death  of  Joseph  Russell  to  the  eating 
of  "  aconitum  napellus  "  in  mistake.  This  is  supposed  to 
be  only  the  second  case  of  the  kind. 

Lady  Langford,  the  sister  of  Mr.  Conolly,  M.P.,  was 
accidentally  Droioned  in  the  sea  near  Balbriggan,  on 
the  -Ith  inst.  She  was  on  a  visit  to  Colonel  Taylor,  at 
Ardgillan  Castle ;  accompanied  by  a  maid  she  went  to 
bathe  in  the  sea — her  usual  practice,  no  matter  what  the 
state  of  the  weather — the  tide  was  high,  the  sea  very 
rough,  and  Lady  Langford  was  carried  away  from  the 
shoi'e,  and  peri^hed.  The  maid-servant,  Charlotte 
Bates,  made  a  courageous  effort  to  aid  her  mistress, 
wading  into  the  sea  up  to  her  neck,  but  she  coulil  not 
get  near  enough.  She  then  called  some  men,  but  no 
one  could  swim,  and  a  long  time  elapsed  before  the 
corpse  was  recovered.  At  the  time  of  this  lamentable 
occurrence.  Lord  Langford  and  Colonel  Taylor  were 
botli  absent  on  a  shooting  excursion  in  Scotland. 

The  famous  picture  gallery  of  Mr.  Thomas  Baring,  in 
Grosvenor  Street,  has  narrowly  Escaped  Entire  Destruc- 
tion, owing  to  the  carelessness  of  a  servant,  wlio 
having  entered  one  of  the  drawing-rooms  to  close  the 
shutters,  placed  his  candle  in  such  a  position,  near  one 
of  the  couches,  as  to  cause  its  ignition  after  he  left  the 
apartment.  The  fire  was  not  discovered  until  some  time 
subsequently,  when  the  room  in  which  it  originated,  as 
well  as  two  others  of  the  same  suite,  had  attained  the 
heat  of  a  furnace,  all  the  pictures  on  the  walls  had 
become  blistered,  and  almost  every  article  of  furniture 
had  been  destroyed.  The  pictures  which  have  suffered 
most  are,  happily,  the  works  of  living  artists,  whose 
services  may  be  obtained  in  their  restoration.  Sir 
Edwin  Landseer's  "  Travelled  Monkey  "  is  among  the 
few  modern  pictures  that  have  escaped. 

A  frightful  and  Fatal  Accident  was  the  subject  of  an 
inquiry  hef  n-e  the  county  coroner  at  Torquay  on  the 
14th  inst.  Two  men,  named  Robert  Richards  and  James 
Brown,  were  employed  blasting  rocks  on  the  Braddons, 
at  Tor,  for  the  erection  of  some  houses  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. They  bored  two  holes  in  the  rock,  about  two  yards 
apart,  which  they  charged  in  tlie  usual  way  with  gun- 
powder. Instead  of  providing  the  necessary  apparatus 
for  firing  the  train,  Richards  had  recourse  to  an  inven- 
tion of  his  own,  which  was  the  substitution  of  a  common 
reed,  one  end  of  which  he  inserted  in  the  hole  he  had 
bored  in  the  stone,  having  previously  put  in  a  heavy 
charge  of  powder;  and,  as  he  was  in  the  act  of  attaching 
a  lighted  fusee  to  the  other  end  of  the  reed,  by  some 
means  the  powder  exploded,  and  the  unfortunate  man 
was  blown  some  distance  into  the  air,  and  then  fell  over 
the  cliff,  a  depth  of  upwards  of  100  feet.  He  was  taken 
up  frightfully  mutilated,  and  conveyed  to  the  infirmary, 
where  he  died  soon  after  his  admission.  His  companion, 
Brown,  had  a  most  miraculous  escape,  having  only  left 
the  spot  a  minute  before  the  explosion  took  place. 

A  Fatal  Collision  has  occurred  on  tlie  Thames. 
Late  at  night  on  the  1st  instant,  a  boat,  containing 
eight  persons,  was  run  down  otf  Deptford  Dock-yard,  by 
the  screw  steam-ship  Alarm,  from  Dunkirk.  Seven 
mechanics,  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Russell,  had  taken 


a  boat  in  order  to  cross  over  to  their  homes;  and  by 
the  imprudence  of  a  waterman,  whose  name  is  Hamil- 
ton, they  came  right  in  the  way  of  the  steamer.  The 
pilot  endeavoured  to  avoid  the  accident,  but  as  the  tide 
was  running  in  the  collision  was  unavoidable.  The 
boat  was  cut  in  two.  Five  of  the  men  managed  to 
support  themselves  until  they  were  rescued,  but  the 
remaining  three  were  drowned.  Their  bodies  have  not 
been  found. 

A  fearful  Collision  on  the  Midland  Raihcaij  at  the 
Walton  Station,  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  7th 
instant.  A  short  time  after  a  South  Staffordshire  train 
had  left  the  Burton  Station,  a  heavy  luggage  engine  and 
tender  followed.  On  the';  passenger  train  arriving  at 
the  Walton  Station,  it  pulled  up  to  take  passengers,  and 
immediately  this  luggage  engine  ran  with  great  velocity 
into  it.  The  guard,  seeing  the  engine  coming  at  a 
great  rate,  jumped  into  the  hedge  bottom,  otherwise  he 
would  have  been  killed.  The  break  van  was  doubled, 
and,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  flew  into  the  air,  and 
rested  on  the  funnel  of  the  engine.  The  body  of  the 
carriage  next  the  break,  a  second  class,  and  containing 
several  passengers,  was  completely  severed  from  the 
wheels  and  axles,  and  the  ne.xt  carriage  was  much  shat- 
tered at  the  end.  All  the  passengers  were  greatly 
shaken,  and  several  were  much  cut  and  bruised,  but  no 
limbs  were  broken  or  any  other  very  serious  injury 
sustained.  So  great  was  the  collision,  that  the  materials 
of  the  break-van  and  carriages  were  so  widely  scattered, 
that  it  took  until  nearly  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
sufficiently  to  clear  the  line  for  the  traffic  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with.  The  driver  and  stoker  of  the  luggage 
engine  ran  away,  and  have  not  been  discovered. 

On  the  Manchester,  Sheffield  and  Lancashire  Railway, 
Three  Accidents  have  occurred  in  the  space  of  Four 
Days,  and  all  of  them  nearly  at  one  part  of  the  line. 
The  first  occurred  about  two  miles  from  Retford  to  the 
mail  train  from  Hull  to  Manchester,  on  the  evening  of 
the  6th  instant,  by  the  breaking  of  the  tire  of  one  of  the 
engine  wheels,  in  consequence  of  which  the  fore  part  of 
the  train  got  off  the  line  and  ploughed  up  the  rails  for 
about  half  a  mile.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  a  second 
accident  occurred  within  a  few  miles  distant  from  the 
scene  of  the  first  disaster,  and  the  line  was  blocked  up 
for  some  time.  On  the  evening  of  the  9th,  the  third 
accident  occurred  near  the  Sturton  station  to  a  goods 
train  from  Lincoln,  by  the  breaking  of  the  tire  of  one 
of  the  wheels  of  the  engine  when  the  train  was  going 
full  speed.  The  engine  and  several  carriages  were 
thrown  off  the  line,  and  the  permanent  way  was  con- 
siderably damaged.  In  all  three  cases  considerable 
inconvenience  was  experienced  by  the  disorganisation  of 
the  ordinary  system  of  traffic,  and  it  is  fortunate  that 
no  person  was  injured. 

A  Fatal  Accident  occurred  on  the  London  and  South 
Western  Railway  on  the  12th  instant,  to  William 
Wallace,  a  plate-layer  in  the  employment  of  the 
Company.  Wallace  was  engaged  with  other  men  at  his 
vocation,  between  the  Waterloo-road  and  Vauxhall 
terminus,  when  the  train  was  approaching,  from 
Windsor.  The  driver  of  the  engine  blew  his  whistle 
and  shut  off  the  steam,  and  his  mates  called  to  him,  but 
it  is  believed  he  became  confused.  He  was  knocked 
down  and  the  train  passed  over  him,  cutting  his  body 
in  half,  and  severing  his  legs  from  his  body.  He  was 
conveyed  to  the  vault  of  St.  John's  Church  to  await  au 
inquest. 

Another  Accident  occurred  at  Wandsworth  to  a 
passenger  named  Bumby,  wlio  lived  in  the  High-street. 
The  down  train  from  Waterloo-road  had  arrived  at 
Wandsworth,  and,  whilst  it  was  still  in  motion,  Mr. 
Bumby  imprudently  jumped  out.  He  slipped  between 
the  carriage  and  the  platform,  and  the  last  carriage 
passed  over  his  left  thigh,  causing  a  compound  fracture 
of  the  limb  and  frightfully  lacerating  it.  Medical  aid 
was  promptly  procured,  but  the  sufferer  lies  in  a  very 
precarious  state. 

A  Fatal  Accident  took  place  on  the  14th  inst.  at  the 
breakwater  of  the  harbour  of  refuge  now  forming  off 
Portland,  by  the  giving  way  of  the  timbtr  viaduct 
supjiorting  the  railway.  A  train  consisting  of  a  locomo- 
tive, tender,  and  four  waggons,  the  latter  filled  with 
stone,  was  proceeding  along  at  a  moderate  pace,  when 
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suddenly  the  driver  noticed  an  alarming  oscillation  of 
the  viaduct,  and  looking  in  front,  observed  that  some  of 
the  timbers  had  given  way.  He  instantly  shut  off  his 
steam,  but  finding  that  an  accident  was  inevitable,  he 
and  his  stoker  sprang  off  the  engine  into  the  sea,  and 
thus  escaped ;  but  in  a  moment  or  two  afterwards  the 
train  reached  the  point  where  the  viaduct  had  given  way, 
and  the  whole  of  it,  with  two  unfortunate  breaksmen 
clinging  to  the  waggons,  was  precipitated  into  the  sea. 
The  two  breaksmen  were  not  seen  afterwards,  which 
has  led  to  an  inference  that  they  were  crushed  to  death 
between  the  waggons.  As  soon  as  possible  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  works  caused  several  divers  to  go  down 
about  the  spot  and  search  for  the  bodies  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men,  but  their  efforts  were  not  successful. 

A  great  Slaughter  of  Sheep  has  been  committed  by  a 
railway  train.  On  the  14th  inst.,  about  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  as  the  Great  Northern  mail  train  was  pro- 
ceeding to  London  from  the  north,  it  passed  through  a 
flock  of  about  one  hundred  sheep,  which  had  strayed  on 
to  the  line  from  an  adjoining  field,  killing  fourteen  of 
them  and  maiming  several  others.  The  sheep  which 
were  killed  were  literally  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  line  was 
covered  with  gore  and  mutilated  portions  of  the  animals 
for  some  distance.  The  flock  had  strayed  through  a  gap 
in  the  fence  near  the  line,  and  ran  in  front  of  the  train 
as  it  approached  them.  The  obstruction,  though 
momentary,  was  sufiicient  to  alarm  the  passengers,  but 
no  personal  injuries  were  sustained. 

A  dreadful  Death  from  Hydrophobia  has  taken  place 
at  Merthyr.  Evan  Richards,  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old, 
was  bit  by  a  dog  on  the  8th  of  September.  He  remained 
in  good  health  for  two  months,  when  the  symptoms 
appeared ;  and  gradually  growing  worse  for  several 
days,  he  died  raving  mad.  On  the  same  night  he  was 
bitten,  his  father  took  him  to  a  Mr.  Jones,  an  engineer 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who  had  a  cure  for  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog — a  powder  made  of  certain  stone — which  (he 
said  on  his  examination  at  the  inquest)  he  had  previously 
administered  to  thirty-six  people.  The  cure  did  no 
good ;  and  when  a  surgeon  was  called  in  it  was  too  late 
to  attempt  a  cure  by  cutting  or  cauterising. 

London  was  enveloped  on  the  22d  inst.  in  a  Fog  of 
Extraordinary  Density,  which  led  to  an  almost  total 
'Cessation  of  business,  and  caused  a  number  of  accidents, 
some  of  them  fatal.  A  poor  woman,  named  Eliza  Frow, 
who  lived  in  Hertford  Place,  Drury  Lane,  was  run  over 
by  a  Great  Western  Railway  van  in  Searle  Street, 
Lincoln's-inn-fields,  and  whose  head  falling  under  the 
wheel,  was  literally  smashed.  At  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
two  sufferers  were  received.  The  first  is  William 
Reddle,  of  Bexley,  whose  waggon  was  drawn  off  the 
road  by  the  horses,  and  ran  against  a  post.  This  threw 
him  off  the  shafts,  and  the  wheels  passing  over  his 
thighs  pi-oduced  a  compound  fracture.  The  second  case 
was  that  of  Mrs.  Smith,  of  Lewisham,  who  lost  her  way 
on  Blackheath,  and  fell  down  a  gravel  pit  12  feet  deep. 
Both  her  thighs  were  broken,  and  she  has  sustained 
other  injuries.  A  youth  named  Edward  Field  was 
admitted  into  the  London  Hospital.  His  father  was 
driving  across  Bow-common  a  van  drawn  by  two  horses 
and  heavily  laden  with  timber,  the  property  of  Mr. 
Rigby,  of  Westminster.  The  lad  was  carrying  a  link, 
but  he  slipped  off  the  footpath  into  the  road,  and  was 
immediately  run  over  by  the  off  bind  wheel.  His  right 
thigh  bone  was  found  to  be  fractured  and  the  ancle 
smashed.  It  is  feared  that  his  accident  will  terminate 
fatally.  Several  other  accidents  have  also  occurred  in 
different  parts  of  the  suburbs.  The  cessation  of  business 
on  the  river  was  even  more  complete  than  in  the  streets. 
A  great  number  of  collisions  have  taken  place,  but  none 
appear  to  have  been  fatal. 

An  Alarming  Collision  on  the  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire Railway  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  23d 
inst.  at  Knottmgley  junction.  The  parliamentary  train 
from  Leeds,  consisting  of  engine  and  tender,  three  pas- 
senger trains,  and  break  van,  which  is  due  at  Kuot- 
tingley  station  at  twenty  minutes  past  eight,  arrived 
there  at  about  the  proper  time,  and  the  passenger 
carriages  having  been  attached  to  others  from  York,  the 
united  train  was  proceeding  on  its  way  to  Doncaster, 
when,  on  crossing  the  junction  with  the  up-train  to 
Goole,  about  200  or  300  yards  from  that  station,  a  goods 


train  from  that  town,  which  arrived  at  the  point  of 
intersection  at  the  same  moment,  dashed  through  the 
passenger  train,  cutting  it  in  two  about  the  middle,  and 
knocking  off  the  body  of  a  third-class  carriage,  contain- 
ing about  twenty  passengers.  The  vehicle  rolled  over 
on  its  side,  amidst  a  terrible  screaming  from  the  persons 
in  it,  whilst  the  wheels  and  the  under  part  of  the 
vehicle  remained  standing  on  the  line.  Assistance  was 
promptly  rendered,  and  the  passengers  were  extricated 
without  serious  injury,  excepting  one  man,  who  com- 
plained of  internal  injuries  from  having  been  severely 
crushed  under  the  great  bulk  of  the  other  passengers. 
The  goods  engine  sustained  scarcely  any  damage,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  body  of  the  carriage  with  which  it 
came  in  contact  separating  so  easily  from  its  supporters. 
The  driver  and  stoker  of  the  goods  engine  received  no 
injury,  although  they  remained  on  the  engine;  indeed, 
they  had  no  alternative  in  the  matter,  for  the  dense  fog 
prevailing  at  the  time  prevented  them  from  seeing  the 
passenger  train  until  they  had  run  into  it,  and  the 
signals  were  totally  invisible.  The  broken  passenger 
carriage  was  replaced  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the 
travellers  were  forwarded  to  their  respective  destina- 
tions with  less  delay  than  could  have  been  expected 
under  the  circumstances. 

On  the  evening  of  the  24th  inst.  a  Fatal  Accident 
occurred  at  the  Bury  station  of  the  East  Lancashire 
Railway.  The  guard  of  a  luggage  train,  a  young  man 
named  Samuel  Millet,  was  engaged  in  assisting  to  shunt 
some  waggons,  when  his  head  was  caught  by  the  coupling 
hooks,  and  he  was  instantly  killed. 


SOCIAL,   SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  Registrar-General's  Quarterly  Return  of  the 
Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths,  just  published,  com- 
prises the  births  and  deaths  registered  by  2,191 
registrars  in  all  the  districts  of  England  during  the 
summer  quarter  ending  September  30th,  1853 ;  and  the 
marriages  in  12,039  churches  or  chapels,  about  3,424 
registered  places  of  worship  unconnected  with  the 
established  church,  and  625  superintendent  registrars' 
ofiices,  in  the  quarter  that  ended  June  30th,  1853. 

The  return  of  marriages  is  not  complete ;  but  the 
defects  are  inconsiderable,  and  approximative  numbers 
have  been  supplied  from  the  records  of  previous  years. 
The  marriages  exceeded  the  average  in  the  quarter 
ending  in  June.  For  the  quarter  that  ended  in  Sep- 
tember 30th  the  births  have  also  been  above  the  average 
number,  while  the  deaths  have  been  fewer  than  is  usual 
in  proportion  to  the  population.  The  mortality  of  the 
town  population  has  experienced  a  marked  diminution 
during  the  summer  ;  but  one  town  (Newcastle-on-Tyne) 
has  suffered  severely,  and  others  are  threatened  by 
Asiatic  cholera. 

The  Marriages  in  the  quarter  ending  in  June  last 
were  40,335  ;  a  number  exceeding  by  328  the  marriages 
in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  previous  year.  The 
marriages  in  the  spring  quarter  have  gradually  risen 
from  30,048  in  1842,  to  40,335  in  1853.  The  increase  of 
marriages  within  the  last  five  years  is  particularly  con- 
spicuous in  London,  Cornwall,  Staffordshire,  Cheshire, 
Monmouthshire,  and  South  Wales. 

The  Births  in  the  quarter  ending  in  September  last 
were  147,581.  This  is  above  the  avei'age  number;  but 
it  is  less  by  3,G12  than  the  numbers  (151,193)  which 
were  registered  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1852. 
The  decrease  is,  singularly  enough,  observable  in  every 
county  except  Middlesex,  Surrey,  Cornwall,  Stafford- 
shire, Rutlandshire,  Cheshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland, 
and  Monmouthshire. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  above 
period  was  92,332.  As  the  births  were  147,581,  a 
balance  of  55,249  remains  in  the  population.  The  births 
and  deaths  are  not  registered  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
as  they  are  in  nearly  till  other  civilised  countries,  so  that 
the  increase  of  the  population  of  the  United  Kingdoni 
cannot  be  ascertained  ;  but  if  the  excess  of  births  in 
those  divisions  of  the  United  Kingdom  bears  the  same 
proportion  to  the  population  as  it  does  in  England  and 
Wales,  the  increase  by  natural  causes  must  be  about 


250 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAEEATIVE. 


[November,  1S53. 


83,000.  But  87,467  emigrants  sailed  from  the  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  at  which  there  are  goTernment 
emigration  agents  in  the  quarter  ending  September  30th, 
1853 ;  so  that  allowing  on  one  hand  for  births  unregis- 
tered, and  on  the  other  for  emigrants  unreturned,  it  is 
Erobable  that  the  population  of  the  United  Kingdom 
as  declined  rather  than  increased  during  the  summer  : 
13,623  of  the  emigrants  sailed  from  London,  Plymouth, 
and  Southampton  ;  63,600  from  Liverpool ;  2,807  from 
Glasgow  and  Greenock ;  7,437  from  Irish  ports.  As  a 
large  proportion  of  the  emigrants  from  Liverpool,  as 
■well  as  from  the  Irish  ports,  are  natives  of  Ireland,  it 
follows  that  the  population  of  Ireland  is  decreasing,  and 
that  the  population  of  England  is  slowly  increasing, 
■while  the  contributions  of  both  countries  within  the 
last  three  years  to  the  colonial  plantations  are  without 
example. 

It  is  shown  by  a  table  that  the  prices  of  the  chief 
articles  of  food  are  much  higher  than  they  were  in  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  the  last  year ;  the  rise  in  the 
price  of  ■wheat  is  26,  mutton  23,  beef  24,  potatoes  31 
per  cent.  •- 

The  rate  of  wages  has  been  raised  in  several  trades  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  labourers  and  artisans  have 
been  more  fully  employed. 

The  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  educational  institute 
of  Sheffield,  called  The  People's  Colleije,  founded  and 
entirely  supported  by  the  artisans  of  that  town,  was 
held  on  the  26th  ult.  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair  consented  to 
preside,  and  delivered  an  address,  from  which  we  learn 
that  the  success  of  the  institution  has  increased  every 
year,  and  that  2,500  persons,  -women  as  well  as  men, 
have  benefited  by  the  instruction  given  in  the  College 
during  the  five  years  of  its  existence.  At  the  outset, 
elementary  education  formed  the  chief  object;  and, 
subsequently,  the  course  has  been  expanded,  until  logic, 
natural  philosophy,  and  chemistry  appear  in  the  list  of 
classes.  Dr.  Playfair  showed  that  mere  brute  force, 
mere  hand  labour,  is  daily  superseded  by  intellect — "is, 
like  raw  material,  constantly  decreasing  as  an  element 
in  the  cost  of  manufacture  ;  "  that  local  advantages  are 
losing  value  ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  cultivation  of  the 
mind  and  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  become  of 
greater  importance.  He  showed  that  the  enjoyments 
of  life  are  doubled  to  him  who  is  not  the  blind  slave  of 
the  law,  but  its  valued  ally  and  more  effectual  co-ope- 
rator. He  inculcated  the  necessity  of  cultivating  science 
for  itself,  "without  a  gold-seeking  love;"  but  they 
■would  find  that  science  would  "shower  down  material 
benefits  on  their  daily  life."  Dr.  Playfair  argued,  that 
a  closer  union  should  subsist  between  industry  and 
science,  a  nearer  approach  between  the  learned  class  and 
the  manufacturing  class,  and  better  provision  for  the 
former,  which  would  conduce  to  the  interests  of  both. 
"  Let  me  urge  you  (he  said)  in  a  national  point  of  view, 
not  only  to  look  to  the  healthy  growth  of  labour  imme- 
diately applicable  to  productive  industry,  but  also  to 
that  mental  labour  which  gives  to  it  its  life  and  vigour. 
Though  Adam  Smith  might  have  proved  a  bad  mer- 
chant or  an  indifferent  banker,  the  science  of  the  Scotch 
professor  laid  down  the  principles  of  trade,  by  following 
■which  many  of  our  politicians  have  built  their  reputa- 
tions, and  our  merchants  carved  out  their  fortunes. 
Possil)ly  Jeremy  Bentham  would  have  proved  an 
indifferent  administrator  and  a  bad  Lord  C'liancellor ; 
but  his  views  for  the  reform  of  the  law  and  of  govern- 
ment have  not  been  lost  in  modern  changes.  Theory 
and  practice  can  never  be  more  antagonistic  than  can  a 
rule  and  a  special  application  of  it.  If  theory  and 
practice  were  understood  in  their  true  relations  we 
■would  find  the  learned  class  and  the  manufacturing 
class  approaching  each  other  much  more  than  they  do 
now.  The  dignity  of  productive  industry  would  be 
recognised  by  the  one  class,  and  that  of  productive 
talent  by  the  other.  In  China,  you  are  aware,  the 
nobility  and  officers  of  government  are  a  learned  class, 
and  yet  the  dignity  of  labour  is  more  appreciated  there 
than  in  any  other  country,  and  an  author  wlio  writes 
commentaries  on  Confucius  boasts  of  his  brother  wlio 
paints  screens  and  fans.  In  one  of  the  latest  procla- 
mations of  the  Emperor  of  Ciiina,  in  which  he  announces 
that  he  has  raised  an  empress  to  the  throne  to  share 
■with  him  the  toils  of  government,  after  alluding  to  his 


own  intellectual  and  moral  virtues,  he  commends  her  as 
'  not  shrinking  from  washing  fine  or  even  coarse  linen 
with  her  own  hands.'  Do  not  agree  with  the  error  of 
a  great  author,  that  industry  is  the  mother  of  science — 
'  the  vigorous  and  comely  mother  of  a  daughter  of  far 
loftier  and  serener  beauty.'  Science  never  had  a 
mother.  She  came  into  the  world  a  seed  containing 
within  itself  the  principles  of  growth,  capable  of  elabo- 
rating its  leaves  for  the  healing  of  nations.  Indtistry 
has  often  effected  great  progress  without  science  ;  but 
though  Tubal  Cain  was  skilled  in  brass,  he  was  not  the 
father  of  metallurgy ;  and  though  Noah  knew  the 
effects  of  the  fermented  juice  of  the  grape,  from,  him 
did  not  spring  the  laws  of  organic  metamorphosis.  The 
ark  of  Noah  did  not  raise  the  science  of  navijjation  ;  nor 
did  the  gorgeous  temple  of  Solomon  give  birth  to  one 
scientific  law.  The  greatest  buildings  of  ancient  times, 
the  Pyramids  and  entablatures  of  gigantic  Doric,  raised 
no  theory  of  the  mechanical  powers.  The  lyre  of  Apollo 
and  the  organ  of  Tubal  did  not  tell  us  the  laws  of 
sound  or  the  principles  of  harmony." 

The  Dublin  Exhibition  was  finally  closed  on  the  1st 
inst.,  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  in  the  presence  of  about 
20,000  persons.  Lord  and  Lady  St.  Germans,  preceded 
by  Mr.  Alderman  Roe,  Mr.  Dargan,  and  the  committee, 
entered  the  building  soon  after  3  o'clock  ;  the  spectators 
cheering  loudly.  A  grand  orchestra  of  500  performers 
executed  selections  of  sacred  music ;  Mr.  Cusac  Patrick 
Roney,  the  Secretary  of  the  Exhibition,  was  knighted, 
and  Lady  Roney  was  introduced  to  the  Countess  of  St. 
Germans.  The  Lord-Lieutenant  in  closing  the  proceed- 
ings said  : — "  I  cannot  declare  the  Great  Industrial 
Exhibition  of  1853  to  be  closed  without  expressing  an 
earnest  wish  for  the  health,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of 
the  man  to  whom  we  are  all  indebted  for  the  instruction 
■we  have  received  from  the  many  productions  of  art  and 
nature  which  are  contained  within  these  walls.  I  also 
desire  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  the  owners  of 
those  treasures  for  permitting  them  to  be  exhibited.  Let 
me  also  pay  a  tribute  of  praise  to  the  committee,  the 
secretaries,  and  the  other  officers  connected  with  it,  for 
the  zeal,  the  assiduity,  and  the  intelligence  with  which 
they  have  discharged  their  many  duties.  Lastly,  let  me, 
in  the  name  of  this  assembly,  offer  to  Almighty  God  our 
heartfelt  thanks  for  having  blessed  and  prospered  this 
undertaking.  I  now  declare  this  Exhibition  to  be 
closed."  "  Three  cheers  for  Mr.  Dargan,"  his  excellency 
concluded  by  calling  for,  and  the  cheers  were  given  with 
one  accord.  Then,  with  the  accompaniment  of  the 
National  Anthem,  the  throng  left  the  building.  Later 
in  the  day,  certain  of  the  exhibitors  met  to  petition  the 
committee  to  keep  the  Exhibition  open  for  six  months 
longer  ;  but  the  majority  of  the  exhibitors  were  adverse 
to  the  proposal,  and  the  committee  decided  against  it. 
On  the  following  day  a  great  dinner  was  given  to  Mr. 
Dargan  at  the  Mansion-house.  There  was  a  large 
assemblage  of  men  of  all  ranks  and  parties.  The  Lord- 
Lieutenant  sent  an  apology  for  his  absence.  The  prin- 
cipal speakers  were  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Mr.  Roe,  and 
Mr.  Dargan. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Law  Amendment  Society 
for  the  session  of  1853-4,  on  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  James 
Stewart  gave  an  account  of  recent  legislation  bearing 
upon  and  carrying  out  reforms  in  the  law.  He  considered 
that  the  country  is  now  ripe  for  a  Minister  of  State  who 
shall  assume  the  functions  of  a  Minister  of  Justice.  At 
present  (said  Mr.  Stewart)  no  one  kno^ns  where  the 
responsibility  lies,  whether  with  the  Lord  Chancellor  or 
with  the  Home  Secretary.  Is  that  a  right  state  of  things  ? 
In  all  the  other  great  departments  of  the  state — the 
finance,  the  army,  the  navy,  or  whatever  else — if  any- 
thing goes  wrong,  we  know  exactly  where  to  apply  to ; 
but  is  it  so  in  the  general  administration  of  justice  in 
this  country  ?  No.  He  believed  that  if  a  Minister  of 
Justice  were  appointed,  the  functions  of  the  Law  Amend- 
ment Society  would  be  at  an  end  ;  until  such  a  depart- 
ment be  established,  they  are  obliged  to  consider  the 
administration  of  the  law  to  be  in  a  state  of  deficiency. 
The  present  Solicitor-General,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
Mr.  Stewart,  expressed  himself  on  the  subject  in  the 
followini!  terms  :— "  You  will  recollect  that  I  advocated 
the  appointment  of  the  Lords  Justices  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal  in  Equity,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary 
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to  have  a  Minister  of  Justice.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
■would  be  thus  relieved  of  a  great  part  of  his  labour,  and 
could  perlorm  the  duty  of  such  a  Minister."  Mr. 
Stewart  concluded  by  moving  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  "  to  consider  the  propriety  of  establishing  a 
Minister  of  Justice  in  this  country." — The  motion  was 
adopted. 

The  ninth  of  November,  Lord  Mayor's  Day,  was 
celebrated  with  all  the  formalities  prescribed  by  ancient 
custom.  The  "Show"  wasgotupwiththehelpof  Astley's 
Theatre,  even  more  elaborately  successful,  and  the  day 
being  tine,  the  exhibition  went  off  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  thousands  who  crowded  the  streets  and 
windows.  An  allegorical  pageant  was  a  conspicuous 
part  of  the  procession.  First  came  "  Justice,"  repre- 
sented by  a  very  dignified  lady  in  appropriate  costume, 
and  seated  upon  a  tlirone  some  20  feet  above  the  ground. 
Next  came  "  the  Nations,"  represented  by  gentlemen 
on  horseback.  The  J'renchman— an  exquisite  of  the 
first  water — had  precedence  in  this  array.  Italy  and 
Spain  followed,  and  then  came  Turkey,  whose  appear- 
ance was  the  signal  for  a  shout  of  encouragement  from 
all  quarters  of  the  crowd.  Russia  followed'at  a  respect- 
ful distance  behind  the  Mussulman,  and  on  the  moment 
of  his  recognition  the  "  Bravos  "  with  which  Turkey 
had  been  greeted  were  quickly  changed  into  derisive 
cries  of  a  most  uncomplimentary  description.  A  gold- 
digger's  cart,  drawn  by  two  oxen,  with  most  enticing 
nuggets  at  either  corner  and  a  fierce-looking  "  Digger  " 
surveying  them  from  the  cart,  formed  a  very  popular 
feature.  Another  pretty  sight  was  a  couple  of  country 
gills  on  horseback  bearing  implements  of  industry  and 
attended  by  a  swain  similarly  caparisoned.  Miss  Avery, 
an  equestrian  attached  to  Astley's  Amphitheatre,  sup- 
ported one  of  these  characters,  and  gained  great  applause 
from  the  spectators  by  her  grace  anil  accomplished  horse- 
manship. The  Grand  Tableau  designated  "  Peace 
and  Prosperity,"  immediately  preceded  the  Lord 
Mayor's  State  Coach.  This  subject  was  so  elaborate  as 
to  defy  description.  The  principal  objects  were  two 
ladies,  seated  almost  in  mid  air,  over  the  representation 
of  a  globe — a  sleeping  lion  reposing  below  them.  The 
formality  of  swearing  in  the  new  Lord  Mayor  (Mr. 
Alderman  Sidney)  before  the  Barons  of  Exchequer, 
took  place  as  usual,  after  the  customary  complimentary 
speeches  from  the  Recorder  of  London  and  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron.  The  banquet  in  the  Guildhall  was  of 
more  than  ordinary  costliness  and  splendour.  About 
2000  persons  were  present,  and  the  visitors  included 
several  of  her  Majesty's  ministers,  foreign  ambassadors, 
&c.  There  was  little  that  was  remarkable  in  the 
speeches.  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  new  American  Ambas- 
sador, said,  that  "  in  his  native  land  he  had  often  read 
descriptions  of  this  gorgeous  pageant  of  the  middle  ages  ; 
that  the  reality  had  quite  equalled  the  description,  and 
had  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  on  his  imagina- 
tion in  this  utilitarian  age. ""The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  spoke 
vaguely  about  the  policy  of  ministers  ;  "  it  was,"  he  said, 
"  a  policy  of  peace,  but  that  the  occasion  might  arise  when 
■war  could  not  be  avoided  except  at  the  expense  of  our 
country's  honour."  Lord  John  Russell  alluded  to  the 
inquiry  going  on  respecting  the  management  of  the 
afi'airs  of  the  city  of  London.  He  was  gratified  to  find 
that  the  Corporation  did  not  shrink  from  that  inquiry, 
but  manfully  courted  the  most  searching  investigation  ; 
and  he  believed  that  by  promoting  useful  reforms  the  Cor- 
poration^ would  best  promote  their  own  stability  and 
their  efficiency  as  an  element  in  the  government  of 
the  country.  Lord  Palmerston,  with  characteristic 
gallantry,  toasted  the  Lady  Mayoress  and  the  ladies. 
Lord  Campbell  stood  up  stoutly  for  the  Corporation  of 
London  and  the  Lord  Mayor's  Show.  He  congratulated 
the  Corporation  on  the  m.agniticence  of  the  present 
festival,  wliich  indicated  an\  thing  rather  than  dtcay  or 
annihilation.  Rumours  had  been  circulated  that  the 
Corporation  was  about  to  be  swept  away,  but  he  trusted 
that  it  would  last  for  ages  to  come,  and  that  in  the  reign 
of  King  Albert  the  Tenth  the  Corporation  of  London 
would  entertain  the  sovereigns,  ministers,  and  judges, 
and  as  magnificently  as  they  did  on  the  present  occasion. 
He  was  positively  alarmed  to  think  of  the  abolition  of 
the  Lord  Mayor,  and  was  sure  that  if  his  noble  friend 
near  him  (Lord  Aberdeen)  were  to  send  despatches  to 


the  continental  courts  announcing  the  event,  the  con- 
clusion would  be  that  a  revolution  had  begun.  He 
hoped  that  no  such  result  would  take  place,  but  that  all 
necessary  reforms  would  be  conceded,  because  he  could 
assure  his  City  friends  that  to  reform  was  really  to  con- 
serve. The  last  speaker  was  Mr.  SherifJ' Wire,  who,  in 
returning  thanks  on  his  health  being  given,  expressed 
his  determination,  while  upholding  the  privileges  of  the 
city  as  far  as  he  could,  to  advocate  whatever  reforms 
were  requisite  and  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the 
age. 

The  following  interesting  Letter  from  Mr.  Roebuck  on 
(he  stibject  of  Education,  has  been  sent  to  the  Mayor  of 
Sheffield,  in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  attend  a  soiree  of 
the  Mechanics'  Library  : — "  I  am  sorry  to  say  '  No  '  to 
any  request  of  yours  ;  but  as  my  great  object  is  now  to 
take  my  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  next  year,  I 
rigidly  observe  every  rule  of  conduct  prescribed  to  me 
by  which  I  am  told  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  my  wish. 
Among  other  things,  all  excitement  is  forbidden  ;  and  I 
was  blamed  for  making  my  appearance  at  the  Cutlers' 
feast.  All  speaking  and  public  meetings  are  especially 
proscribed  ;  and  I  am  ordered  to  be  as  quiet  and  calm  as 
my  nature  will  permit.  To  be  absent  from  your  gather- 
ing will  be  to  me  a  subject  of  great  regret.  I  say  this 
sincerely,  and  without  affectation.  Education  has  ever 
been  with  me  a  subject  of  the  greatest  interest.  My 
first  efforts  of  a  public  man  were  to  promote  it,  and  my 
last  wishes  will  be  in  its  favour.  All  other  subjects  in 
comparison  with  it  appear  to  me  insignificant ;  and  could 
I  see  the  people  of  this  country  once  impressed  with  a  due 
sense  of  its  importance,  I  should  then  have  no  fear  as 
to  our  future.  But  at  present  I  see  sectarian  differences 
and  the  private  interests  that  thrive  upon  division  in  the 
way  of  all  improvement ;  and  it  would  seem  that  to 
some  minds  ignorance  of  everything  appears  better  than 
a  creed  differing  from  their  own.  Those  people  seem  to 
forget  that  morality  among  the  various  sects  of  England 
is  the  same,  and  that  a  man  may  be  honest  and  a  good 
citizen,  no  matter  to  what  sect  he  belongs.  But  the.fact 
is,  that  it  is  not  religious  belief  that  stands  in  our  way 
so  much  as  human  pride.  What  is  feared  is  the  top  of 
power,  not  error  in  belief.  But  whatever  may  he  the 
cause  of  opposition,  the  opposition  itself,  to  all  attempts 
at  legislative  aid  in  support  of  education,  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time  so  formidable  as  really  to  be  a  complete  ob- 
struction. In  this  state  of  things  I  look  upon  mechanics' 
institutions  as  neutral  ground,  and  one  of  our  chief 
means  of  educating  the  people.  By  this  means  the 
people  will,  I  hope,  be  able  to  do  for  themselves  what 
the  State  ought  to  do  for  them,  and  they,  therefore, 
have  my  warmest  support.  Again  I  say,  would  that  I 
could  be  with  you  ;  but  my  first  duty  is  to  be  again,  if 
possible,  in  Parliament— to  that  I  make  everything 
yield;  and  I  therefore  most  reluctantly  deny  myself  the 
pleasure  of  being  at  your  soiree.  I  hope  this  my  excuse 
will  appear  to  you  sufficient,  and  that  you  will  not  think 
me  lukewarm  in  the  good  cause." 

A  guard  of  a  Glasgow  omnibus  has  been  refused  the 
lirivilege  of  Baptism  for  his  Child,  on  the  ground  of 
his  attending  the  omnibus  on  Sundays.  The  matter 
came  before  the  Free  Church  Presbytery  on  a  reference 
from  the  kirk-session  of  the  man's  church,  to  whom  he 
had  applied  fur  the  privilege.  Mr.  Paxton  (the  minister) 
said  the  guard  attended  church  forenoon  and  afternoon, 
his  avocations  being  followed  before  and  after  church 
hours.  Mr.  Gibson  moved  a  resolution — "  That,  while 
the  Presbytery  must  continue  to  hold  all  systematic 
labour  for  gain  or  pleasure  and  all  trathc  on  the  Lord's- 
day  to  be  sinful,  and  contrary  to  the  fourth  command- 
ment, and  the  spirit  of  God's  Word  especially  expressed 
in  Isaiah,  Ivii.  Vi  ;  and  while  all  the  kirk-sessions  of  this 
church  are  bound  to  make  the  violation  of  the  fourth 
commandment  a  subject  of  church  discipline  as  much 
and  as  truly  as  the  violation  of  any  other  commandment 
of  the  moral  law ;  nevertheless,  considering  the  present 
state  of  the  question  of  Sabbath  desecration,  the  Presby- 
tery approve  of  the  conduct  of  East  Campbell-street 
kirk-session  in  referring  to  them  for  advice,  sustain  the 
reference,  and  further  instruct  the  said  session  to  deal 
with  the  man  with  a  view  to  induce  him  to  give  up  an 
employment  that  involves  the  habitual  violation  o.  the 
fourth  commandment,  and  renders  it  impossible  that  he 
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can  rightly  profit  by  God's  worship  on  the  Sahbath-day, 
or  brinar  up  his  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition 
of  the  Lord  ;  and,  in  the  event  of  his  refusing  to  do  so, 
to  instruct  the  said  session  to  refuse  ordinance  of  baptism 
to  his  child,  and  do  otherwise  in  the  case  as  may  be  for 
edification  according  to  the  laws  of  the  church."  Dr. 
Buchanan  would  not  be  committed  by  the  preamble  of 
the  motion,  as  it  included  all  kinds  of  traffic.  For 
example,  the  sale  of  medicines  on  the  Lord's-day  was 
systematic  traffic,  but  he  was  not  prepai-ed  to  say  that  it 
was  necessarily  sinful  traffic.  Supposing  a  man  was  a 
coach- driver,  all  parties  admitted  that  it  might  be  law- 
ful  to  engage  public  conveyances  on  the  Sabbath,  and  if 
so,  the  men  who  lent  them  out  must  have  men  to  drive 
these  vehicles.  It  would  be  much  safer,  therefore,  to 
deal  with  the  present  case  per  se.  Mr.  Wilson  said  he 
had  no  difficulty  with  this  case.  The  man  was  unable 
from  his  engagements  to  fulfil  the  obligations  which 
baptism  involved,  and  he  was  not  therefore  entitled  to 
that  privilege.  Mr.  Gibson  then  agreed  to  withdraw 
the  first  clause  of  the  motion  respecting  general  traffic, 
when  it  was  recorded  as  the  deliverance  of  the  court. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Ror/al  Geographical  Society 
this  season  was  held  on  the  14  th  inst.,  and  was  distin- 
guished by  the  official  communication,  through  Captain 
Inglefield  and  Lieutenant  Cresswell,  of  the  discoveries 
of  Captain  M'Clure.  Sir  Roderick  Murchison  presided  ; 
the  room  was  very  much  crowded,  and  the  greatest  in- 
terest was  shown  in  the  proceedings.  The  two  voyagers 
having  made  their  statements,  Sir  Roderick  Murchison, 
in  commenting  on  them,  asked  where  was  Sir  John 
Franklin  ?  Captain  M'Clure's  researches  have  shown 
beyond  dispute  that  he  had  not  gone  by  the  west,  as  was 
generally  thought.  It  had  also  been  proved  that  he 
had  not  gone  eastward.  No  doubt,  then,  he  had  gone 
through  Wellington  Straits  to  the  north ;  and  there 
only  he  must  be  sought,  if  sought  at  all.  It  was  to  be 
presumed  that  Franklin  and  his  party,  supposing  they 
had  passed  by  this  route,  had  found  their  way  into  an 
open  sea,  and  that  he  was  frozen  in  there  by  the  pack  of 
ice  to  his  southward,  and  unable  to  get  back.  In  this 
northern  sea,  Franklin  might  have  fallen  in  with  islands 
abounding  with  rein-deer,  the  musk-ox,  and  other  ani- 
mals, and  thus  been  enabled  to  preserve  life.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  the  great  northern  pack  of  ice  was 
impenetrable  or  not  ?  He  thought  there  was  something 
in  the  fact  stated  by  Captain  M'Clure,  that  he  found 
the  temperature  in  the  highest  latitude  he  reached  much 
warmer  than  it  was  two  hundred  miles  further  south. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  cold  was  greater  or  less 
according  to  the  proximity  of  land  or  water  ;  the  warmer 
climate  being  always  where  there  was  little  land  and 
much  water;  and  the  fact  of  the  climate  becoming 
warmer  as  they  approached  the  extreme  high  latitudes, 
proved,  he  thought,  that  there  must  be  a  large  open  sea 
on  the  other  side  of  the  pack.  There  is  not  only  Sir 
John  Franklin  now  in  the  Arctic  Seas,  but  Captain  Col- 
lison  ;  and  he  deserves  that  something  slu'uld  be  done 
for  his  rescue.  Sir  Roderick  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Geographical  Society  would  turn  their  attention  to  the 
subject  "  with  a  view  of  clearing  up  the  question  of  the 
existence  of  the  great  northern  sea."  There  was  some 
discussion  on  this  point.  Captain  Inglefield  thought 
that  another  effort  should  be  made  to  rescue  Franklin. 
He  would  be  glad  to  take  an  expedition  to  explore  the 
North  west  passage  by  way  of  Nova  Zembla  and  the 
coast  of  Siberia,  and  so  to  the  north  of  Spitzbergen.  In 
a  screw-propeller  it  might  be  done  in  a  single  season. 
Captain  Beechey  thought  not.  It  was.  however,  unani- 
mously resolved  that  the  chairman  should  solicit  the 
Admiralty  to  send  out  another  expedition  to  the  Arctic 
regions  in  the  summer  of  185-1.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  Sir  Roderick  Murchison  stated  that  the  fund 
for  the  Bellot  memorial  already  amounted  to  1200/. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Socic/i/  of  Arts  for  the  pre- 
sent season,  being  its  one  hundredth  session,  was  held 
on  Wednesday  evening,  the  IGth  instant,  and  was  very 
fully  attended.  The  exhibition  of  inventions  patented 
or  invented  since  the  last  season  was  exceedingly  well 
filled,  and  attracted  very  general  curiosity  and  approba- 
tion. It  included  a  considerable  number  of  motive 
machines,  and  other  inventions  connected  with  steam 
and  railway  mechanism,  including  many  adaptations  of 


the  screw-propeller,  now  becoming  so  important  an 
agent  in  oceanic  navigation.  Several  handsome  models 
were  exhibited  of  railway  carriages,  and  also  of  steam- 
engines  ;  amongst  others,  one  of  a  pair  of  oscillating 
engines  made  by  Messrs.  Penn  for  Her  Majesty's  screw- 
steamer  Sphynx.  Mr.  M'Connel,  of  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway,  exhibits  a  model  of  a  powerful 
express  locomotive,  which  is  expected  to  do  the  distance 
between  London  and  Birmingham  (112  miles)  in  two 
hours.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  add  that  the  atten- 
tion of  our  machinists  has  been  much  directed  to  the 
prevention  of  accidents  on  railways  by  means  of  new 
buffers,  breaks,  springs,  &c.,  as  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  available  space  is  filled  with  contrivances  of  this 
description,  all  indicating  a  great  advance  towards  the 
solution  of  that  all-important  problem — safety  in  railway 
travelling.  In  the  department  of  manufacturing  ma- 
chines and  tools,  the  gold-crushing  machines  take,  as 
might  be  expected,  a  prominent  place.  The  well-known 
Lancashire  sewing-machine  is  also  exhibited,  and  near 
it  a  washing-machine,  to  complete  the  operation  of 
automatic  shirt-making.  The  department  of  building- 
contrivances  is  rich  in  new  inventions — bricks,  iron- 
houses,  doors,  ventilators,  &c.,  together  with  some 
important  inventions  in  shipbuilding.  Rifles,  anchors, 
capstans,  are  included  in  this  miscellaneous  collection  ; 
in  which  will  also  be  found  an  ingenious  instrument 
for  measuring  the  speed  of  a  vessel  at  sea,  and  intended 
to  supersede,  or  at  least  to  check,  the  rather  uncertain 
process  of  heaving  the  lead.  The  philosophical  instru- 
ments include  some  contrivances  for  the  amelioration 
of  spinal  disease,  by  Dr.  Caplin,  a  portable  apparatus 
for  enabling  the  blind  to  write,  and  various  models  of 
locks,  of  more  or  less  degree  of  complicity.  A  patent 
detector-till,  for  the  prevention  of  fraud  and  the  disco- 
very of  base  coin,  will  be  eagerly  looked  after  by  our 
frequently-victimised  tradesmen  ;  and  some  portable  fur- 
niture will  remind  the  spectator  of  an  invention  intro- 
duced by  Brother  Jonathan  at  the  late  Exhibit  on,  and 
which  at  the  time  hardly  received  the  amount  of  at- 
tention it  deserved.  The  miscellaneous  department 
contains  many  curious  novelties,  giving  to  the  whole 
exhibition  a  character  of  unusual  variety  and  importance. 
Mr.  Harry  Chester  took  the  chair  in  the  absence  of 
Captain  Owen,  and  delivered  an  interesting  address. 
After  a  comprehensive  sketch  of  the  history  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  society  since  its  formation,  he  proceeded 
to  give  a  view  of  its  present  objects  and  intentions.  The 
council  of  the  current  year  (he  said)  would  endeavour 
to  carry  on  with  good  vigour  what  had  been  commenced 
with  good  judgment ;  and,  at  their  retirement,  to  leave 
behind  them  some  things  worthy  of  record.  They 
would  fully  consider  the  results  of  the  Exhibition  at 
Dublin,  with  a  view  to  their  profitable  use.  They  felt 
deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  intended  Exhiliition 
at  Paris,  and  desired  that  the  arts,  manufactures,  and 
commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  its  dependencies 
might  be  fully  and  honourably  represented  in  it.  They 
would  also  readily  assist  the  promoters  of  provincial 
exhibitions  which  might  be  hold  in  connexion  with  any 
of  the  associated  institutions.  The  efforts  of  the  society 
would  be  continued  to  procure  an  amendment  of  the 
law  of  partnership;  to  prepare  the  mind  of  the  public 
for  the  adoption  of  a  decimal  system  of  weights,  mea- 
sures, coins,  and  accounts  ;  and  to  abolish  those  taxes, 
e.  g.  the  duties  on  papi  r,  which  were  specially  injurious 
to  arts,  commerce,  and  manufactures.  The  quinquen- 
nial Swiney  prize,  of  100/.  sterling,  contained  in  a  goblet 
of  the  same  value  (designed  by  Mr.  Maclise,  R.A.),  will 
be  adjudged  by  tlie  council,  in  January  next,  to  the 
author  of  the  best  published  work  on  jurisprudence, 
attention  being  i)articularly  directed  to  that  branch  of 
jurisprudence  which  relates  to  arts  and  manuf;ictures. 
I'liose  applications  of  science  and  art  by  which  the  well- 
being  of  our  poorer  brethren  who  laboured  in  our  towns, 
villages,  fields,  mines,  and  ships,  might  be  promoted  in 
the  improvement  of  hiiuses,  clothing,  food,  fuel,  instruc- 
tion, amusement,  and  health,  were  deeply  iiitereslini? 
to  this  society.  The  pi'ogress  of  mechanical  invention, 
and  the  applications  of  machinery  to  arts,  manufac- 
tures, and  trades,  and  to  the  uses  of  daily  life,  were  now 
more  important  than  ever.  The  "strikes"  which 
afflicted  the  manufacturing  districts  were  regarded  by 
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the  council  with  deep  regret.  The  society  felt  an  equal 
interest  in  the  well-being  of  the  masters  and  men. 
Experience  of  the  past  evils  of  former  strikes  was  found 
insufficient  to  prevent  their  recurrence ;  but  it  might 
be  hoped  that,  when  we  had  a  real  education  of  the 
people,  these  lamentable  spectacles  would  be  no  more 
seen ;  and  it  was  worth  conjecturing  whether,  when 
education  was  improved,  an  amendment  of  the  law  of 
unlimited  liability,  and  the  introduction  of  partnerships 
en  commandite ,  by  placing  the  men  in  the  position  of 
masters  in  such  partnerships,  might  not  have  some 
effect  towards  restraining  workmen  from  taking  up,  as 
such,  a  position  which  was  inconsistent  with  the  essen- 
tial conditions  of  mastership,  and  had  an  inevitable 
tendency  to  destroy  the  means  of  employment.  The 
council  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  an  improved 
education  for  the  whole  people,  rich  and  poor,  adult  and 
child,  was  the  first  requisite  for  the  improvement  of 
manufactures,  commerce,  and  arts ;  that  a  liberal 
measure  of  science  must  enter  into  that  education  ; 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  society  to  promote 
vigorously  this  great  object.  In  the  pursuit  of  this 
purpose  they  ought  to  be  powerfully  aided  by  the  asso- 
ciated institutes.  It  was  important  that  they  should 
continue  to  do  what  they  did  at  present ;  but  they 
might  do  it  better,  and  do  more.  They  generally 
lamented  that  they  were  unable  to  maintain  in  effi- 
eienc)'  their  classes  for  systematic  instruction.  The 
council  was  of  opinion  that  the  mechanic,  artisan,  or 
labourer,  had  at  present  no  sufficiently  obvious  induce- 
ment to  pursue  continuous  studies  in  his  local  institute. 
His  previous  education  had  not  prepared  him  for  it. 
There  was  little  or  no  emulation  to  incite  him  ;  no 
examinations  to  test  his  progress ;  no  certificates  nor 
diplomas  to  record  it;  no  present  and  tangible  rewards 
for  his  success.  Wanting  such  encouragements,  the 
youth  who,  after  his  daily  work,  purely  for  the  love  of 
knowledge,  pursued  it  in  regular  attendance  at  his 
institute,  was  a  hero  of  no  mean  order  ;  and  such  youths 
were  not  abundant  in  any  class  of  society.  It  was 
hoped  that  during  the  present  session  the  council  might 
be  able  to  establish  a  system  whereby  examinations 
might  be  held  in  several  districts,  and  certificates  of 
progress  and  attainments,  and  possibly  prizes,  might  be 
awarded  to  the  class-students  ot  the  institutions  in  union 
with  the  Society  of  Arts.  It  was  hoped  also  that  an 
exhibition  of  educational  apparatus,  foreign  as  well  as 
British,  might  be  opened  when  the  present  very  inte- 
resting exhibition  of  "useful  inventions"  was  closed. 
The  address  concluded  with  some  allusions  to  the  pre- 
sent exhibition.  The  secretary  announced  that  before 
Christmas  a  collection  would  be  exhibited  of  all  the 
drawings  which,  as  young  beginners,  the  greatest  artists 
of  the  present  day  had  at  different  times  sent  in  to  the 
society.  The  exhibition  would,  he  said,  be  most  inte- 
resting, and  would  include  specimens  by  persons  who 
now  enjoyed  European  fame.  The  meeting  concluded 
with  an  inspection  of  the  various  articles  included  in 
the  present  exhibition. 

Sales  of  land  to  an  immense  extent  are  going  on  in 
the  Irish  Encumbered  Estates  Court.  The  extensive 
Mayo  and  Galway  estates  of  Mr.  Patrick  Kirwan,  of 
Dals;an  Park,  were  set  up  for  sale  on  the  17th  inst. 
in  17  lots.  The  property,  which  is  held  in  fee-s-iraple, 
contains  nearly  13,000  statute  acres,  and  yields  a  net 
rental  of  .5,086^.  per  annum.  It  was  sold  for  the  gross 
sum  of  88,850^.,  equal  to  I75  years'  purchase.  After 
the  estates  had  been  disposed  of  it  transpired  that  but  a 
few  days  previously  the  sum  of  107,000/.  was  offered  for 
them  on  the  part  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
refused  by  the  Commissioners,  under  the  impression, 
doubtless,  that  a  still  higher  amount  would  be  realised 
by  a  public  sale.  Two  small  estates  were  also  sold  on 
the  same  day — one  in  Carlow,  which  broueht  30  years' 
purchase,  and  the  other  in  Tipperary,  'slh  years'.  In 
one  week  landed  property  to  the  value  of  582,000/.  has 
changed  hands  under  the  salutary  operations  of  the 
Encumbered  Estates  Court.  The  figures  are,  in  round 
numbers,  as  follows : — the  Glengall  estates,  '200,000/  ; 
the  Maxwell  estates,  in  Wexford,  75,000/. ;  the 
Mornington  estates,  '204,000/.  ;  the  Kirwan  estates 
and  the  two  small  estates  above  mentioned,  92,000/. 
An   official    report   of   the  proceedings  of   this    court, 


since  its  first  establishment,  has  just  been  published. 
From  it  we  learn,  that  from  the  filing  of  the  first  peti- 
tion on  the  21st  of  October  1849,  to  the  21st  of  October 
1853,  no  less  than  2,922  petitions  have  been  lodged,  of 
which  273  were  lodged  during  the  little  more  than  two 
months  during  which  the  Act  was  in  operation  in  1849; 
1,200  in  the  following  year;  627  in  the  year  1851 ;  480 
in  the  year  1852  ;  and  342  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  the  present  year.  The  total  realised  value  of  the 
property  disposed  of  under  the  authority  of  the  court,  is 
10,430.463/.  5s.  Id.,  of  which  6,832,874/.  12s.  M.  is  the 
produce  of  sales  by  public  auction  in  court,  while 
1 ,828,384/.  was  realised  by  public  auction  in  the  provinces, 
and  1,769,204/.  12s.  5d.  by  private  contract  sales  sanc- 
tioned by  the  court.  The  aggregate  amount  of  acres 
which  changed  hands  by  these  sales,  is  1,691,702;  the 
gross  rental  729,337/.  Os.  9d.,  subject  to  tithe  and  other 
rent-charges  amounting  to  93,613/.  12s.  3(/.  The  last- 
named  sums,  however,  afford  no  accurate  criterion  of  the 
average  rate  at  which  the  land  was  sold,  partly  because 
the  rentals  of  the  earlier  sales  are  given  according  to 
the  rents  paid  in  1845,  previous  to  the  famine,  and 
partly  because  the  total  amount  of  sales  includes  the 
produce  of  sales  of  much  house  property,  building- 
ground,  mills,  stores,  manufactories,  mines,  and  other 
property,  besides  land.  Out  of  the  2,922  cases  brought 
into  the  court,  974,  or  exactly  one-third,  related  to  pro- 
perty which  had  been  previously  the  subject  of  litigation 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  periods  varying  from  3  to 
50  years,  in  the  following  proportions  : — over  50  years, 
9  cases  ;  between  40  and  50,  10 ;  between  30  and  40,  39  ; 
between  20  and  30,  77  ;  between  10  and  20,  256  ;  and 
under  10  years,  583,  of  which  364  had  been  litigated 
for  upwards  of  5  years.  The  remaining  two-thirds  were 
cases  in  which  no  previous  litigation  had  existed,  or  in 
which  the  proceedings  had  commenced  within  3  years 
before  the  filing  of  the  petition  in  the  Incumbered 
Estates  Court.  As  regards  the  owners  of  the  property 
disposed  of,  we  find  that  out  of  the  2,922  petitions,  92 
related  to  the  property  of  persons  of  title  and  members 
or  ex-members  of  Parliament ;  of  which  92  petitions,  31 
were  presented  by  the  owners  themselves,  and  61  by 
creditors.  Among  these  were  3  marquesses,  17  earls, 
4  viscounts,  7  barons,  and  8  courtesy  lords,  honourables, 
and  right  honourables  ;  27  baronets,  5  knights,  2  counts, 
and  19  untitled  persons,  who  were  serving  or  had  served, 
in  Parliament.  The  property  sold  was  divided  be  ween  the 
four  provinces  in  the  following  proportions  ; — Leinster, 
2,768,210/.  6s.  2d.;  Connaught,  2,218,762/.  10s.  id.; 
Munster,  3,270,287/.  19s.  Ud.  ;  and  Ulster, 
2,173,202/.  9s.  8d.  The  counties  in  which  the  largest 
amount  of  property  was  sold,  or,  rather  the  largest 
amount  of  money  realised,  are  the  county  of  Galway,  in 
whicli  the  sales  amounted  to  1,260,855/.  13s.  4d.  ;  and 
the  county  of  Cork,  in  which  they  amounted  to 
1,147,714/.  4s.  llrf.,  the  next  largest  amount  being 
682,082/.  OS.  6rf.,  the  amount  of  sales  in  the  county  of 
Limerick.  With  respect  to  the  persons  into  whose 
hands  this  enormous  amount  of  landed  property  has 
passed,  it  appears  that  out  of  4,214  purchasers  there 
were  only  180  from  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom 
and  its  dependencies,  and  only  one  foreigner,  an 
American.  Of  the  180  purchasers  from  other  parts  of 
Her  Majesty's  dominions,  153  came  from  England,  21 
from  Scotland,  3  from  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  3  from 
Calcutta;  and  they,  including  the  American,  are  thus 
classified,  79  gentry,  including  8  titled  persmis;  62 
manufdcturers  ami  merchants,  including  8  firms;  7 
insurance  and  land  companies  ;  and  33  farmers.  Of  the 
English  purchasers,  London  furnished  73,  and  Lanca- 
shire, including  Liverpool,  27;  the  highest  number 
furnished  by  any  other  English  county  being  9,  from 
Devonshire. 

A  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  before  the 
public  the  details  of  a  i)lan  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Institute  of  Science  and  Art  for  Birmingham,  was  held 
in  the  Town-hall  on  the  18th  instant.  The  Institute  is 
to  consist  of  two  departments — one  a  general  depart- 
ment, the  other  schools  of  industrial  science.  Under 
the  former  head  will  be  embraced — 1st,  the  literary 
branch,  comprising  general  and  reference  libraries, 
reading-rooms,  accommodation,  as  far  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, lor  the  literary  societies  of  the  town  i.i.i  lectures 
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on  subjects  kindred  to  this  branch ;  2nd,  museums  ;  3rd, 
a  collection  of  mining  records ;  4th,  lectures  on  general 
scientific  subjects  ;  5th,  periodical  meetings  for  the  read- 
ing and  discussion  of  original  communications,  upon  the 
plan  of  the  sections  of  the  British  Association  ;  and  6th, 
a  gallery  of  fine  arts  for  the  reception  of  examples  ot 
painting  and  sculpture.  The  schools  are  intended  to 
give  systematic  instruction  in  chemistry  as  applied  to 
the  various  manufactures  and  agriculture,  mechanics, 
metallurgy,  mineralogy,  and  geology,  ventilation  of 
mines,  and  mining,  engineering,  &c.  The  plan  has 
already  received  the  support  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Department  of  Science  and  Art,  and  about  7,000^.  has 
been  already  subscribed  to  carry  out  the  project,  in 
addition  to  a  piece  of  land  which  the  Town  Council  have 
presented,  valued  at  10,000^.  At  this  meeting  many 
thousand  persons  were  present.  Almost  all  the  princi- 
pal manufacturers  of  the  town  and  surrounding  neigh- 
bourhood were  present,  as  well  as  many  of  the  principals 
of  the  South  Staffordshire  ironworks.  Captain  Tindal, 
of  the  Branch  Bank  of  England,  presided.  After  some 
remarks  from  the  Chairman,  Sir  R.  Peel  addressed  the 
meeting  at  great  length.  The  hon.  baronet  dwelt  with 
considerable  force  upon  the  progress  of  science  and  art ; 
but  he  pointed  out  how  that  progress  was  impeded  by 
the  want  of  proper  means  to  convey  systematic  instruc- 
tion to  the  mechanic  and  artisan.  Much  as  had  been 
done  by  the  Society  of  Arts,  the  Schools  of  Design,  and 
the  Mechanics'  Institutions,  the  state  of  public  educa- 
tion was  still  deplorably  deficient.  Look  at  Holland, 
France,  Switzerland,  and,  above  all,  at  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  see  how  anxious  they  were  to 
turn  to  account  their  own  intellectual  resources.  Look 
at  France  alone,  with  its  Ecole  Polytechnique,  its  Ecole 
des  Manufactures,  and  its  Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts— all 
institutions  directly  bearing  on  the  intellectual  condition 
of  the  industrial  classes  ;  and  were  they  to  permit  France 
and  the  United  States  to  make  greater  provision  than 
themselves  ?  They  had  hitherto  been  the  foremost  in 
the  march  of  civilisation,  and  if  they  meant  to  maintain 
that  position  they  must  unite  all  their  efforts,  as  by  this 
alone  would  they  be  enabled  to  keep  pace  with  their 
competitors.  Look  at  Lyons  with  its  silks,  or  Genoa 
with  its  velvets,  or  Brussels  and  Valenciennes  with  their 
lace,  or  Massachusetts  with  its  shoes.  Did  they  suppose 
it  was  a  matter  of  small  importance  to  the  special  indus- 
try of  these  places  that  they  should  be  losing  ground  in 
public  estimation  ?  Or  look  at  their  own  manufacturing 
towns :  Nottingham,  with  its  lace ;  Leeds,  with  its 
cloth;  and  Sheifield,  with  its  cutlery.  Did  they  sup- 
pose that  in  these  towns  it  was  a  small  matter  for  them 
not  to  maintain  their  own  special  position  ;  So  it  was 
with  Birmingham.  Look  at  the  lamp-trade,  the  glass- 
trade,  the  japanning-trade,  and  the  various  branches  of 
hardware  manufacture.  They  had  men  among  them 
■who  at  present  enjoyed  a  well-earned  reputation  fur 
improvement  in  the  manufacture  of  all  these  things — 
the  Chances,  the  Elkingtons,  the  Jennen  and  Bet- 
tridges ;  but  unless  they  gave  to  the  working-classes 
opportunities  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  meclianical 
science,  of  artistic  education,  and  of  the  application  of 
steam  power,  no  matter  what  their  present  reputation 
was,  one  generation  would  suffice  to  sweep  it  away. — 
The  meeting  was  subsequently  addressed  by  Mr.  Schule- 
field,  M.P.,  the  Rev.  G.  M.  Yorke,  the  Rev.  G.  H. 
Gifford,  the  Rev.  Chancellor  Law,  Archdeacon  Sand- 
ford,  Mr.  S.  H.  Blackwell  of  Dudley,  Mr.  Henry  Cole, 
Mr.  P.  Rollins,  Mr.  J.  F.  Winfield,  and  a  working-.iian 
named  Jones,  who  said  that  so  long  as  the  artisans  were 
kept  so  many  hours  at  labour,  institutions  such  as  the 
one  projected  would  be  found  useless — the  concert-room 
and  the  gin-palace  would  beat  them  all.  Resolutions 
were  passed  unanimously,  thorouglily  approving  the 
plan  of  the  institution. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Governesses'  BenevoJent 
Institution,  for  the  election  of  annuitants,  was  held  on 
the  4th  inst.,  when  Miss  Trash,  Miss  Carlisle,  and  Miss 
Cragg,  were  respectively  elected  to  annuities  of  20Z. 
One  of  these  annuities  bears  the  name  of  the  "  Laing 
Testimonial  Annuity,"  and  originated  under  circum- 
stances which  deserve  to  be  made  known,  as  evidt-ncing 
such  high  and  honourable  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
reverend  gentleman  whose  name  it  bears.     Some  friends 


of  Mr.  Laing,  deeply  impressed  with  his  invaluable 
services,  as  honorary  secretary  to  the  Governesses' 
Institution,  during  the  last  ten  years,  some  time  since 
set  on  foot  a  subscription,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting 
him  with  a  testimonial,  to  mark  at  once  their  esteem, 
and  to  evince  their  gratitude  for  his  indefatigable  and 
most  successful  labours  in  the  cause  of  this  admirable 
institution.  On  the  proceeding  becoming  known  to 
Mr.  Laing,  he  respectfully  declined  receiving  any  gift  of 
a  pecuniary  remunerative  kind,  or  even  of  a  purely 
personal  nature,  in  the  form  of  plate  or  otherwise,  and 
expi'essfd  his  desire  that  the  funds  so  raised  should  be 
devoted  in  some  way  to  the  uses  of  the  charity.  They 
have  been  accordingly  funded  to  constitute  a  perpetual 
annuity  for  a  governess,  under  the  above-mentioned  title. 
The  sum  hitherto  raised  only  suffices  to  make  an  annuity 
of  the  value  named,  but  as  the  subscriptionlist  still  remains 
open,  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be  eventually  raised 
considerably  beyond  its  present  amount.  By  the  terms 
of  the  endowment  the  right  of  presentation  to  this 
annuity  is  vested  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing  during  their 
life,  and  to  any  successor  named  by  them  ;  but  on  the 
present  occasion  this  right  was  most  handsomely  waived 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing,  and  given  up  to  the  members 
of  the  society  at  large. 

The  necessity  and  uses  of  Returns  of  Agricultural 
Statistics,  officially  digested  and  published,  are  clearly 
and  forcibly  stated  by  Lord  Ashburton  in  the  following 
letter  addressed  to  a  board  of  Guardians  in  Hampshire. 
Lord  Ashburton  is  a  member  of  the  board,  and,  as  may 
be  seen,  the  subject  of  the  letter  has  occupied  the 
attentions  of  the  guardians — the  latter  having  been 
applied  to  for  certain  returns  by  the  government,  and 
misapprehensions  having  prevailed  both  as  to  the  exact 
nature  of  the  return  desired  of  them,  and  ]as  jto  the 
motives  of  the  government  in  desiring  it.  "  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  first  point  (writes  Lord  Ashburton),  the 
gevernment  does  not  require  the  amount  of  each  man's 
stock,  or  the  extent  of  each  man's  cultivation  ;  such  a 
return  would  be  too  cumbrous  for  use,  too  expensive  for 
publication.  The  government  wants  the  sums  total,  not 
the  items  of  which  those  sums  total  are  composed.  It 
seeks  no  more  to  mark  out  and  distinguish  the 
return  of  each  occupier,  than  we  seek  to  mark  out  and 
distinguish  each  brick  of  which  our  house  is  built  up. 
The  house  must  be  put  together  brick  by  brick,  and 
the  return  for  the  three  kingdoms  gathered  item  by 
item ;  but  the  items  which  compose  the  sum  total  will 
be  as  much  lost  in  the  mass  and  aggregate  of  the 
whole,  as  the  bricks  which  compose  the  house  are 
lost  in  the  mass  and  magnitude  of  the  building.  The 
next  question  is,  Why  does  the  government  desire 
these  statistics?  What  is  its  motive?  It  certainly  is 
not  with  the  view  of  turning  corndealer  itself,  as  some 
have  supposed,  for  that  would  be  not  only  absurd,  but 
illegal.  It  assuredly  has  no  notion  of  taxing  our 
produce;  for  nogivernmentundera representative  system 
would  dare  to  propose  a  tax  upon  the  necessaries  of  life. 
It  evidently  does  not  wisli  to  pry  into  our  secret 
( oncerns,  for  it  is  provided  that  we  make  our  returns  at 
our  option,  either  jointly  or  severally.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  wonder  is,  not  that  the  government  should 
now  endeavour  to  collect  agricultural  statistics,  but  that 
it  should  never  have  sought  to  do  so  before.  It  has 
now  for  many  consecutive  years  spent  large  sums  in 
order  to  collect,  digest,  and  publish  the  statistics  of 
ti'ade,  shipping,  and  manufactures,  for  the  use  of  the 
merchants,  shipowners,  and  manufacturers;  why  should 
not  some  little  money  have  been  spared  to  do  as  much 
for  us  ?  Is  it  consistent  with  good  sense  that  every 
month  the  public  should  have  paraded  before  its  eyes,  and 
canvassed  in  every  newspaper,  the  tons  of  shipping  and 
llie  pounds  of  cotton  which  have  entered  and  quitted 
our  ports,  and  that  no  intimation  should  be  given  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end  of  the  food  prepared  and 
preparing  for  a  people's  subsistence  ?  Is  our  industry 
so  unimportant,  our  capital  so  minute,  that  no  note 
should  be  taken  of  its  condition  ?  This  is  not  the 
case  in  other  countries.  The  United  States  of  America 
make  an  annual  return  of  the  number  of  bushels  of 
corn  grown,  the  quantity  they  require  for  their  own 
consumption,  and  the  quantity  they  can  spare  for 
export.      The    great    corn-dealers  have    long  felt  the 
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necessity  of  collecting  ^some  such  infomation  for  their 
own  guidance.  Mr.  ''  Saunders,  of  Liverpool,  told 
the  House  of  Commons  committee,  in  1853,  that  he 
employed  agents  to  travel  over  the  corn  district,  and 
report  to  him  both  the  cultivation  and  the  yield. 
Now,  what  is  the  consequence  of  this  partial  knowledge 
enjoyed  by  some  few  men  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mass  ? 
Mr.  Saunders  and  his  class  can  operate  on  the  market 
for  many  days  before  we,  the  bulk  of  the  sellers,  become 
aware  of  the  true  circumstances  which  regulate  the 
price  of  what  we  have  to  sell.  Some  ten  years  ago  the 
same  advantage  was  enjoyed  by  the  great  money-jobbers 
on  the  Loudon  Stock  E,\change.  They  kept  their 
couriers  travelling  from  city  to  citj',  and  obtained 
information  five  or  six  days  in  advance  of  the  ordinary 
post ;  they  made  rapid  fortunes  at  the  expense  of  the 
public;  but  now  the  electric  telegraph  has  placed  all 
upon  a  level.  The  publication  of  these  statistics  will 
produce  the  same  good  on  the  Corn  Exchange.  There 
is  a  further  consideration  which  should  influence  our 
judgments,  and  I  therefore  mention  it,  though  it  may 
trench  upon  politics.  Not  only  does  the  farmer  sufler 
for  want  of  statistics  in  his  contest  for  price  with  the 
great  dealer  on  the  Corn  E.xchange,  but  he  suffers  also 
from  the  same  want  in  his  contest  for  consideration  and 
political  power  with  other  classes  on  the  great  stage  of 
life.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  but  that  the 
capital  we  employ,  and  the  produce  we  raise,  exceeds  in 
value  all  the  capitals  and  all  the  produce  besides,  raised 
in  this  great  manufacturing  country ;  but  I  have  no 
figures  to  appeal  to;  I  can  only  speak  from  conjecture. 
When,  therefore,  next  year,  or  when  at  any  future 
time,  it  shall  be  proposed  to  make  a  new  apportionment 
of  power  according  to  the  importance  and  magnitude  of 
the  several  industries,  our  claims  will  be  most  assuredly 
underrated.  These  statistics  would  obtain  for  us  justice 
in  this  respect — they  would  show  that  the  contribution 
of  the  foreigner  to  the  subsistence  of  this  country  is  as 
nothing  when  compared  to  that  furnished  by  us.  They 
would  prove  that,  instead  of  being  a  backward  unenter- 
prising race,  bigoted  to  ancient  practices,  and  incapable 
of  improvement,  we  were  bringing  every  year  more  and 
more  acres  into  cultivation,  and  that  we  were  every 
year  investing  more  capital,  however  small  might  be 
the  profit  we  derived  from  it.  They  would  place  the 
small  farmer  more  upon  an  equality  with  the  great 
dealer  on  the  Corn  Exchange.  They  would  further 
give  to  the  trade  such  accurate  information  as  would 
diminish  the  danger  of  those  fatal  speculations  which 
ransack  the  world  for  corn  under  mistaken  anticipations 
of  scarcity,  and  bring  ruin  upon  all  engaged.  Actuated 
by  these  impressions,  I  have  long  desired  that  we 
should  be  put  upon  an  equality  with  the  other  great 
industries  of  the  country,  and  I  have  done  my  best  at 
all  times  to  induce  the  governments  of  the  day  to 
advance  the  money  requisite  for  the  experiment  which 
is  now  before  you.  I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  yours 
faithfully,  Ashburton. 

"  Edward  Hunt,  Esq.,  Arlesford. 

"I  should  add  that  our  Scotch  neighbours,  who  are 
shrewd  enough  to  detect  what  is  and  what  is  not  for 
their  advantage,  have  made  their  returns  without  hesi- 
tation. A  still  more  searching  return  has  been  now 
made  for  two  years  from  Ireland,  without  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  tenantry,  who  are  as  quick  to  perceive  as 
they  are  skilful  to  show  up  a  grievance." 

The  new  building  for  the  Salfurd  Mechanics'  Institu- 
tion in  its  extended  form,  arising  from  the  amalgamation 
of  the  old  institution  with  a  new  one  which  was  origi- 
nated, was  opened  on  the  14th  with  a  tea  party  and 
soiree.  There  were  from  200  to  300  persons  present, 
among  the  guests  being  Joseph  Brotherton,  Esq.,  M.P., 
and  Charles  Hindley,  Esq.,  M. P.,  together  with  Messrs. 
Thomas  Bazley,  Alexander  Henry,  Alderman  Sir  E. 
Armitage,  and  Sir  John  Potter.  After  te^i  had  been 
partaken  addresses  were  delivered  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Lang- 
worthy,  j)resident  of  the  institution,  and  to  whom  it 
almost  owes  its  existence,  Mr.  Brotherton,  Professor 
Scott  of  Owen's  College,  and  other  gentlemen.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  the  chairman  stated  that  the  cost 
of  the  building  would  be  1200^.  to  ISOO^.,  and  that 
there  was  still  a  deficiency ,  but  he  subsequently 
announced  that  Mr.   Alexander  Henry   had  very  libe- 


rally presented  them  with  a  cheque  for  100^.  There  is 
already  a  flourishing  day-school  in  existence  in  the 
institution,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  J.  Angel. 

A  National  Association  for  the  Vindication  of  Scottish 
Rights  has  been  recently  foi'med,  and  on  tlie  2nd  inst. 
its  adherents  held  a  crowded  meeting  in  the  Music  Hall 
of  Edinburgh,  to  claim  public  support.  The  Earl  of 
Eglinton  was  called  to  the  chair ;  and  near  him  were 
the  Earl  of  Buchan,  the  Lord  Provosts  of  Edinburgh  and 
Perth,  Sir  Archibald  Alison,  Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Napier,  Professor  Aytoun,  Mr.  Baillie  Cochrane,  and 
several  Burgh  Provosts.  Mr.  Cowan  and  Mr.  Baird, 
who  seem  to  be  the  only  members  of  Parliament  that 
have  joined  the  Association,  sent  apologies  for  non- 
attendance.  The  resolutions  which  obtained  the  assent 
of  the  meeting  demanded  the  appointment  of  a  Scotch 
Secretary  of  State ;  complained  of  disproportionately 
scanty  representation  for  Scotland;  of  the  "injustice 
inflicted  upon  Scotland  by  its  exclusion  from  the  advan- 
tages of  participating  in  the  public  expenditure  ;  "  and 
bound  the  meeting  to  support  the  Association.  These 
topics  formed  the  subj^ct  of  tlie  speeches.  Lord  Eglin 
ton,  elaborately  disclaiming  any  intention  of  subverting 
the  Union,  complained  that  centralisation  is  carried  out 
beyond  the  limits  required  by  the  Treaty  of  Union  ;  that 
Scotch  affairs  are  placed  in  English  hands ;  that  while 
England  has  Windsor,  Buckingham  Palace,  Hampton 
Court,  Kensington,  "  we  have  only  poor  old  Holyrood, 
with  her  falling  galleries,  roofless  chapel,  wasted  park, 
and  garden  let  to  a  market-gardener!" — only  five 
pounds  was  spent  on  it  last  year.  Then  there  is  not  a 
harbour  of  refuge  from  Wick  to  Berwick,  while  England 
has  Dover,  Harwich,  Jersey,  Holyhead,  Portsmouth. 
He  complained  with  equal  bitterness  that  no  Professor 
ships  have  been  establislied ;  that  representation  is 
unequal  compared  with  England ;  that  the  quarterings 
of  the  Scottish  arms  in  the  royal  standard  is  corrupted; 
and  that  Scotland  has  to  submit  to  the  anomalous  and 
irresponsible  government  of  a  lord  advocate,  to  the  great 
neglect  of  Scotch  business  ;  he  held  that  a  great  olficer 
of  state  is  wanted  who  should  be  responsible  for  the 
government  of  Scotland.  Among  the  other  speakers 
were  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Cochrane,  Sir 
Archibald  Alison,  Professor  Aytoun,  and  Sir  J.  W. 
Drummond  ;  who  each  discussed  the  grievances  of  the 
Scottish  nation. 

The  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  having  addressed  Lord 
Palmerston,  asking  whether  the  appointment  of  a 
National  Fast  on  Accotmt  of  the  Cholera  was  contem- 
plated by  the  government,  have  received  from  his  Lord- 
ship's private  secretary  the  fuUowing  reply  ; — "  White- 
hall, October  19,  1853.  Sir — I  am  directed  by  Viscount 
Palmerston  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th  instant,  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh,  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  proposed  to 
appoint  a  day  of  national  fast  on  account  of  the  visita- 
tion of  the  cholera  ;  and  to  state,  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  manifestations  of  humble  'resignation  to  the 
Divine  Will,  and  sincere  acknowledgments  of  human 
unworthiness,  are  never  more  appropriate  than  when  it 
has  pleased  Providence  to  afflict  mankind  with  some 
severe  visitation  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston that  a  national  fast  would  be  suitable  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  moment.  The  Maker  of  the 
Universe  has  established  certain  laws  of  Nature  for  the 
planet  in  which  we  live ;  and  the  weal  or  woe  of  man- 
kind depends  upon  the  observance  or  neglect  of  those 
laws.  One  of  those  laws  connects  health  with  the 
absence  of  those  aaseous  exhalations  which  proceed 
from  over-crowdcdhuman  beings,  or  from  decomposing 
substances,  whether  animal  or  vegetable ;  and  those 
same  laws  render  sickness  the  almost  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  exposure  to  those  noxious  influences.  But  it 
has  at  the  same  time  pleased  Providence  to  place  it 
within  the  power  of  man  to  make  such  arrangements  as 
will  prevent  or  disperse  such  exhalations  so  as  to  render 
them  havmlcss;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  man  to  attend  to 
those  laws  of  Nature,  and  to  exert  the  faculties  which 
Providence  has  thus  given  to  man  for  his  own  welfare. 
The  recent  visitation  of  cholera,  which  has  for  the 
moment  been  mercifully  checked,  is  an  awful  warning 
given  to  the  people  of  this  realm,  that  they  have  too 
much  neglected  their  duty  in  this  respect,  ami  tliat  those 
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persons  with  whom  it  rested  to  purify  towns  and  cities, 
and  to  prevent  or  remove  the  causes  of  disease,  have  not 
been  sufficiently  active  in  regard  to  such  matters.  Lord 
Palmerston  would  therefore  suggest,  that  the  best  course 
which  the  people  of  this  country  can  pursue  to  deserve 
that  the  further  progress  of  the  cholera  should  be  stayed, 
will  be  to  employ  the  interval  that  will  elapse  between 
the  present  time  and  the  beginning  of  next  spring  in 
planning  and  executing  measures  by  which  those  por- 
tions of  their  towns  and  cities  which  are  inhabited  by 
the  poorest  classes,  and  which,  from  the  nature  of  things, 
must  most  need  purification  and  improvement,  may  be 
freed  from  those  causes  and  sources  of  contagion  which, 
if  allowed  to  remain,  will  infallibly  breed  pestilence,  and 
be  fruitful  in  death,  in  spite  of  all  the  prayers  and  fastings 
of  an  united  but  inactive  nation.  When  man  has  done 
his  utmost  for  his  own  safety,  then  is  the  time  to  invoke 
the  blessing  of  Heaven  to  give  eff"ect  to  his  exertions." 

A  commission,  appointed  toinquire  into  the  Municipal 
Affairs  and  Condition  of  the  City  of  London,  com- 
menced its  proceedings  on  the  1st.  instant,  and  has  con- 
tinued its  sittings  during  the  month.  A  great  mass  of 
evidence  has  been  taken  ;  the  witnesses  consisting  of 
members  of  the  Corporation,  and  a  number  of  the  most 
eminent  merchants,  bankers,  and  others  carrying  on 
business  in  the  City  of  London.  The  investigation  has 
not  yet  come  to  a  close. 

An  exposure  of  the  condition'  of  a  Neglected  Work- 
house School  has  taken  place  at  Nottingham.  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Board  of  Guardians 
the  condition  of  the  boys'  school  being  called  in  question, 
the  boys  were  sent  for  and  ordered  to  march  in  single 
file  round  the  room.  This  was  done,  and  every  member 
of  the  board  appeared  to  be  struck  with  the  disgraceful 
figure  which  they  cut.  The  schoolmaster  admitted  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  see  the  children  washed,  but  could 
give  no  explanation  of  the  dirty  appearance  of  his  crew. 
The  outer  clothes  of  the  lads  were  dirty  and  out  of 
repair ;  one  or  two  had  the  scrofula  so  badly  that  they 
ought  to  have  been  in  the  hospital  ;  several  had  no 
neckerchiefs ;  the  pinafores  generally  were  dirty  and  in 
tatters,  and  the  shirts  but  little  better,  one  or  two  of 
the  boys  saying  they  had  not  had  a  clean  shirt  since 
Sunday  week,  and  combed  themselves  once  a  week. 
The  chairman,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  board,  all  of 
whom  were  actuated  with  a  very  proper  feeling  for  the 
poor  lads,  ordered  some  neckerchiefs  to  be  provided,  and 
shirts  to  be  made,  so  that  they  could  be  changed  at  least 
once  a  week.     A  school  committee  was  also  appointed. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen  commenced  the  winter  series  of  theatrical 
entertainments  at  Windsor  Castle,  on  the  10th  inst., 
with  Shakspeare's  play  of  "  Henry  V."  Her  Majesty 
had  invited  a  distinguished  party  to  witness  the  play. 

Prince  Albert,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  Brabant, 
visited  the  University  of  Cambridge  on  the  22nd  inst. 
Attended  by  the  Vice-Chancellor,  Dr.  Whewell,  and 
Professor  Sedgwick,  the  royal  party  made  the  tour  of 
the  different  colleges,  examining  the  libraries,  halls,  and 
principal  objects  at  each  of  them.  There  was  a  great 
assemblage  in  the  Senate  House,  in  Trinity  College, 
when  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  Duke  of  Brabant  with  the  customary 
solemnities,  and  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  under- 
graduates in  the  galleries. 

A  meeting,  convened  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  was  held  in 
the  Mansion  House  on  the  7th  inst.,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  erecting  some  memnrial  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  in  connexion  with  a  Testimonial  to  Prince 
Albert.  The  Bishop  of  Oxford  moved  the  first  resolution 
— setting  forth,  "that  the  Exhibition  0M80I  was  an  event 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  nations  of  the  world," 
and  "  a  new  starting-point  for  the  future  progress  of 
productive  industry."  "  If  it  were,"  said  the  bishop, 
"as it  has  by  great  misapprehension  been  misunderstood 
to  be,  a  part  of  your  proposal  to-day — if  we  were  met  to 
propose  to  erect  a  statue  orother  memorial  in  honour  of 
those  domestic  and  personal  virtues  which  now,  young 
comparatively  as  he  is,  have  been  unobtrusively  exhibited 
by  his  royal  highness  for  many  years   before  the  not 


unobservant  eye  of  a  great  people — though,  perhaps,  no 
man  values  such  an  exhibition  of  virtue  more  than  I  do, 
yet  I  should  not  have  been  here  to-day.  I  agree  that, 
however,  deserving  such  mai'ks  of  the  confidence  and 
gratitude  of  a  nation  may  be,  they  best  await  the  ter- 
mination of  a  life,  and  would  be  premature  in  its  course. 
But  1  know  that  nothing  of  the  sort  is  intended  ;  you 
propose  to  fix,  by  a  standing  memorial,  the  recollection 
of  the  great  success  of  the  Exhibition  of  1851.  Now  I 
think  there  are  abundant  reasons  why  such  a  movement 
should  be  made  at  this  time  rather  than  later,  and  why- 
such  a  movement  should  be  made  at  all.  I  think,  if 
made  at  all,  it  should  be  made  now  rather  than  later  ; 
because  it  is  the  natural  course  of  things  that  facts,  how- 
ever important  in  themselves,  should  by  degrees  pass  from 
the  recollection  of  man  as  events  flow  on,  and  should, 
being  seen  from  a  distance,  lose  in  estimation  their  proper 
magnitude.  It  is  in  the  very  nature  of  things  solid,  that 
instead  of  being  borne  along  the  surface  of  the  stream  of 
time,  they  should  sink  gradually  down  beneath  its  waters. 
With  regard,  therefore,  to  this  great  fact — and  a  great 
fact  I  hold  it  to  have  been — if  any  memorial  is  to  be 
raised  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  raised  whilst  yet  the  memory 
of  its  greatness  holds  its  true  place  in  the  memory  of 
those  who  witnessed  it."  Mr.  Deputy  Bennoch  read  some 
letters  out  of  more  than  a  thousand  received  by  Lord 
Mayor  Challis.  Among  them  were  one  from  Lord 
Aberdeen,  enclosing  50^. ;  and  one  from  Lord  Campbell, 
enclosing  10^.  There  were  also  letters  requesting  their 
names  to  be  put  down  as  subscribers — from  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  100/. ;  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  50/.  ;  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland,  50/.  ;  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  30/.  ; 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  50A  ;  Earl  Spencer,  50/.  ;  Lord 
Ashhurton,  50/.;  the  Marquis  of  Westminster,  50/.; 
Lord  John  Russell,  50/. ;  Mr.  William  Beckett,  of  Leeds, 
100/. ;  and  others.  The  resolution  to  raise  a  monument 
in  which  a  statue  of  Prince  Albert  "  should  be  a  principal 
feature,"  was  moved  by  the  Provostof  Eton,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Samuel  Morley.  The  other  speakers  were  Mr. 
Alderman  Wire,  Mr.  Dakin,  Mr.  Tite,  Mr.  S.  C.  Hall, 
Mr.  John  Wood,  and  Mr.  Scott  Russell.  The  Lord 
Mayor  announced  that  there  were  600  subscribers  ;  and 
that  the  promised  subscriptions  amounted  to  nearly  5000/. 
Lieutenant  Cresswell,  the  First  Navigator  who  has 
effected  the  North-icest  Passage,  has  received  due  honour 
from  his  own  towns-folks  of  Lynn.  A  public  meeting 
in  the  Guildhall,  at  which  an  address  of  the  corporation 
and  inhabitants  was  presented  to  him,  was  followed  by 
a  dinner,  at  which  Sir  Edward  Parry,  Lord  Stanley, 
Lord  Calthorpe,  Mr.  Bagge,  M.P.,  and  other  eminent 
persons  were  present.  A  most  interesting  speech  w'as 
made  by  Sir  Edward  Parry.  He  was  enthusiastic  in 
praise  of  Captain  M'Clure — "I'll  siy  there  never  has 
been  an  instance  in  which  so  magnificent  a  navigation 
was  performed  in  a  single  season  as  that  performed  by 
Captain  M'Clure  and  his  officers.  There  is  nothing  in 
Arctic  discovery  to  be  compared  to  that  one  summer's 
discovery  in  18-33.  It  is  between  nine  hundred  and  a 
thousand  miles  from  Point  Barrow,  which  we  consider 
any  ship  may  reacli  in  these  days — we  don't  think  so 
much  of  getting  a  little  into  the  ice  as  we  formerly  did ; 
but  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Parry,  in  which  our 
friend  struck  off  in  the  Investigator  to  Baring  Island, 
and  then  upwards  to  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  where  the 
Investigator  is,  I  am  afraid,  still  confined,  is  from  nine 
hundred  to  a  thousand  miles.  I  assure  you,  from  the 
experience  I  have  had  of  the  navigation  of  those  seas,  it 
is  a  most  marvellous  navigation  to  accomplish.  I  believe 
no  man  can  tell  more  of  the  difficulties  of  it  than  I  can  ; 
and  I  repeat  that  there  has  been  nothing  in  the  whole 
course  of  Arctic  discovery  equal  to  that  which  Captain 
M'Clure  and  his  companions  accomplished."  Respecting 
Sir  John  Franklin,  Sir  Edward  showed  that  he  does  not 
quite  give  him  up  for  lost : — "  I  have  thought  about  it 
as  much  as  anybody,  and  I  can  form  only  om-  idea  as  to 
the  probable  fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin.  I  don't  agree 
with  Mr.  Cresswell  about  the  probability  of  both  ships 
having  gone  down,  though  nothing  has  been  seen  of 
them.  Though  it  is  true  that  nothing  might  be  seen  of 
the  ships,  I  don't  think  that  the  seamen  would  have  all 
gone.  I  think  that  there  is  that  stuff  and  stamma  in 
one  hundred  and  twenty  Englishmen,  that  somehow  or 
other  they  would  have  maintained  themselves  as  well  as 
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the  Esquimaux.  They  would  have  found  the  Esquimaux, 
and  we  sliould  have  found  at  least  some  trace  of  them. 
The  only  thing  which  I  can  suggest  is  this.  Welliiigton 
Strait  was  discovered  hy  myself;  it  is  a  large  opening 
out  of  Lancaster  Sound;  when  I  was  going  up  westward 
from  Melville's  Island,  we  saw  the  strait  free  from  ice, 
and  so  I  marked  it  in  my  charts.  It  was  not  my  business 
to  go  north  as  long  as  I  could  go  west,  and  therefore  we 
ran  past  and  did  not  examine  it ;  but  it  was  always  a 
favourite  idea  of  those  who  thought  a  north-west 
passage  was  to  be  easily  made  by  going  north.  That, 
I  know,  was  a  favourite  idea  of  Franklin's  ;  and  he  did 
intend,  if  he  could  not  go  west,  to  go  up  the  Wellington 
Channel.  My  belief  is,  that  after  he  passed  the  first 
winter,  he  did  go  up  that  channel;  and  that,  having 
steam  power,  which  I  had  not  in  my  time,  it  is  possible 
he  may  have  gone  up  in  a  favourable  season.  You  cannot 
imagine  anything  more  different  than  a  favourable  and  an 
unfavourable  season,  and  you  cannot  imagine  the  sudden 
changes  that  take  place  in  the  ice  there.  I  have  been 
for  two  or  three  days  together  beset  by  ice,  and  from  the 
mast-head  you  could  not  see  water  enough  to  float  a 
bottle  ;  aud  in  twenty  four  hours  there  was  not  a  bit  of 
ice  to  be  seen.  Nobody  could  tell  why — I  cannot  tell 
why.  In  a  favourable  season,  he  may  have  gone  up  that 
inlet;  and  he  might,  by  steam  power  and  favourable 
circumstances,  have  got  so  far  to  the  north-west  that  he 
could  not  get  back  in  any  ordinary  season.  And  those 
who  knew  Franklin,  know  that  he  would  push  forward 
year  after  year,  so  long  as  his  provisions  lasted  ;  for  he 
was  not  a  man  to  look  back  if  he  believed  that  he  could 
accomplish  his  object.  He  may  have  got  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  searching  parties;  for  Sir  Edward  Belcher 
has  not  been  able  to  get  far  up."  Sir  Edward  gave 
strong  expression  to  an  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Cresswell 
ought  to  be  promoted.  He  said: — "I  don't  know  anything 
of  the  intejition  of  the  Admiralty,  but  I  don't  believe 
the  Admiralty  can  refuse  to  give  promotion  to  the  first 
man  since  the  world  began  that  ever  traversed  the  North 
Seas."  A  remark  which  was  received  with  loud  and 
cordial  cheers. 

A  meeting,  in  honour  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Belloi,  of 
the  French  navy,  was  held  on  the  4th  inst.,  at  Willis's 
Rooms,  to  testify  the  appreciation  of  Englishmen  for  the 
gallant  con<luct  of  a  Frenchman  who  devoted  himself  to 
the  cause  of  science  and  humanity,  and  who,  in  his  self 
devotiun  to  those  objects,  lost  his  life.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Sir  Roderick  Murchison,  who,  in  opening  the 
proceeding.^,  dwelt  upon  the  past  history  and  gallant 
services  of  Lieutenant  Bellot,  and  his  disinterestedness 
in  accompanying  an  English  expedition  in  search  of  Sir 
Joliii  Franklin,  in  search  of  whom  the  gallant  lieutenant 
had  unhappily  lost  his  life.  He  then  read  a  letter  from 
the  Mayor  of  Rochefort,  of  which  town  M.  Bellot  was  a 
native,  expressive  of  gratitude  for  the  honours  con- 
templated in  England  to  the  memory  of  his  townsman. 
"  But,"  adds  the  mayor,  "  permit  me  to  inform  you  that 
the  family  of  Beliot  is  poor,  and  that  he  was  their  chief 
support.  If  then  a  generous  offering  should  be  made  by  the 
English  people,  it  could  not  be  better  bestowed,  no  more 
in  conformity  with  the  thoughts  and  wishes  of  the  whole 
life  of  Bellot,  then  tliat  it  should  be  applied  to  succour 
his  numerous  sisters  and  brothers."  A  communication 
was  also  read  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  Lord 
Clarendon,  conveying  the  intelligence  of  M.  Beliot's 
death,  and  eulogising  his  character  ;  and  lastly,  a  letter 
from  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  the  French  ambassador 
in  London.  The  following  were  the  resolutions  proposed: 
— First:  "  That  the  meeting,  composed  of  various  classes 
of  Englishmen,  being  anxious  to  mark  their  deep  sense 
of  the  noble  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Bellot,  of  the  French 
Imperial  navy,  who  was  unhappily  lost  in  the  last  Arctic 
expedition  in  search  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  resolve  that 
their  countrymen  be  invited  to  unite  with  them  in 
promoting  a  general  subscription  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  that  gallant 
officer,  to  be  placed  at  an  appropriate  spot  at  or  near  the 
Royal  Hospital,  Greenwich."  This  motion,  was  seconded 
by  Sir  James  Graham,  in  a  very  interesting  speech,  and 
supported  by  Admiral  E.  Parry.  The  second  resolution 
was:  "  That  the  surplus  of  the  subscription,  after  defray- 
ing the  cost  of  the  monument,  be  invested  for  the  benefit 
of   the  members  of  the  family  of  Lieutenant  Bellot." 


This  resolution  was  moved  by  Colonel  Sabine,  and 
seconded  by  Captain  Fitzroy.  Tlie  third  resolution  was  : 
"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  sub-committee  to 
communicate  with  the  municipal  authorities  of  other 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  with  the  naval 
commanders,  in  order  to  tender  the  subscription  general, 
and  particularly  among  the  seafaring  population."  This 
resolution  was  moved  by  John  Barrow,  Esq.,  and 
seconded  by  Captain  Inglefield.  The  fourth  rtsolutiou 
was:  "That  the  following  gentlemen  be  a  sub-com- 
mittee to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  meeting  : — Sir 
Roderick  J.  Murchison,  chairman  ;  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, Sir  J.  Graham,  Alderman  Beaufort,  Colonel 
Sabine,  Captains  P^itzroy,  Ommanney,  and  Inglefield ; 
with  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Nicolay  aud  Dr.  Norton  Shaw, 
secretaries." 

The  Earl  of  Seafield  has  been  elected  one  of  the 
representative  peers  of  Scotland,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Lord  Saltoun. 

The  Earl  of  Eglintonhas  been  re-elected  Lord  Rector 
of  the  University  of  Glasgow.  His  lordship's  competitor 
was  Mr.  Alfred  Tennyson. 

Lord  Fullerton,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  in  Scotland,  has  resigned  on  account  of  ill 
health. 

Mr.  John  Everett  Millais,  one  of  the  most  successful 
members  of  the  pre-Raphaelite  school  of  art,  has  been 
elected  an  Associate  of  the  Royal  Academy. 

The  Duke  of  Noifolk  has  accepted  the  Presidency  of 
the  Surrey  Archajological  Society  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  appointment  of  Ulster  King  at  Arms  has  been 
given  to  Mr.  Bernard  Bui'ke,  the  well-known  genealogist. 

The  late  Mr.  H.  Nicholson,  of  Furnival's  Inn,  has  left 
100^.  each  to  the  Law  Clerks'  Society  and  the  Law 
Society  for  the  Benefit  of  Widows  and  Children  of 
Professional  Men. 

Professor  Maurice  has  been  removed  from  the  chair 
of  Ecclesiastical  History  in  King's  College.  This  step 
has  been  taken  by  the  council,  in  consequence  of 
objections  raised  to  certain  doctrines  contained  in  Mr. 
Maurice's  "  Theological  Essays,"  recently  published. 


Otttuarj)  nf  J2otaliIc  Persons. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ponsonev,  Bishop  of  Deny  aud  Raphoo, 
died  ou  tl.e  27tli  ult.  at  the  episcopal  palace  in  Londonderry. 
He  was  in  his  eighty-third  year.  Ou  tlie  ^rd  July  he  fell  down 
stairs,  from  the  immediate  effects  of  whicli  accident  lie  re- 
covered, but  bis  strength  never  returned,  and  he  gradually 
sank  under  weight  of  years  aud  extreme  debility. 

Lord  Clon'cukry  died  on  the  iStli  ult.  at  his  residence, 
JIaritimo,  near  Blaokrock,  county  of  Dublin,  in  his  eighty- 
first  year. 

The  Earl  of  Kenmare  died  at  Great  Malvern  on  the  31st  ult., 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 

Mr.  John  Savill  Faucit  died  suddenly  on  the  1st  inst.,  at 
the  house  of  a  widowed  daughter,  residing  near  Bisliopsgate, 
with  whom  lie  had  for  some  time  been  staying.  The  cause  of 
death  was  a  disea.se  of  tlie  heart.  Mr.  Faucit  was  one  of  the 
few  remaining  of  the  old  school  of  provincial  managers,  aud 
was  an  actor  of  no  ordinary  talent.  He  was  husband  of  Mrs. 
Faucit  of  the  Theatres  Royal,  aud  father  of  Miss  Helen  Faucit 
(now  Mrs.  T.  Martin), 

BiCKiiAM  EscoTT,  E.sq.,  late  M.P.  for  Winchester,  died  ou 
the  -Itli  inst ,  at  his  seat,  Hartrow  Manor,  Somersetshire. 

Thomas  Jonathan  Wooler,  one  of  the  political  celebrities 
of  the  last  generation,  died  on  the  29th  ult.,  in  his  sixty- 
eiglith  year. 

The  Dowager  Lady  Power,  of  Kilfane  House,  county  Ivil- 
kenuy,  died  on  the  1st  inst.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 

The  Hon.  Cecil  Lawless,  M.P.,  died  in  Cork  on  the  5th 
inst.  He  had  just  returned  from  attending  the  funeral  of  his 
father.  Lord  Cluncurry.  when  he  was  seized  with  a  violent 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the 
third  day.     He  was  in  his  tliirty-fourth  year. 

Senor  Mendizaeal,  who  held  a  iironiinent  place  in  the 
Sp.anish  governnieut  during  the  regency  of  General  Espartero, 
died  at  his  residence  in  Madrid  ou  the  3rd  inst.,  in  his  sixty- 
eighth  year. 

Lady  Panmure  died  at  Pitfaur  Castle,  Perthshire,  ou  the 
14th  inst.,  in  her  forty-sixth  year. 

Rear-Admiral  Pasco  died  on  the  15th,  at  Plymouth,  in  his 
eightieth  year.  He  was  the  senior  Fkig-Lieuteuant  of  Nelson's 
ship,  the  Victory,  at  Trafalgar. 

The  Princess  Nicholas  Esterhazy,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Jersey,  died  at  Torquay  on  the  15th 
inst. 

The  Duke  of  BEAtJFORT  died  on  the  17th  inst.  at  his  seat  of 
Badmuiton,  iu  his  sixty-fiist  year. 
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COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  dates  from  Bombay 
to  14th  October,  ami  from  Burmah  to  17th  September. 
The  accounts  from   Burmah  ai'^e  an  alarming  picture 
of  the  state  of  Pegu.     The   robber  bands,  headed  by 
Myah  Thoon  and  other  chiefs  were  ravaging  the  Avhole 
country.     On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Irrawaddy,  from 
Henzady  to  Meaday,  the  robber  chiefs  prevailed ;  and 
every  town  in  that  great  district, — such  is  the  report — 
except  Prome  and  Shweydoung,  has  been  burnt  down. 
On  the  western   side,  numbers  of  towns,  occupied   by 
small  Sepoy  garrisons,  have  been  attacked,    and  some 
phmdered.     It  is  reported  that  these  robbers  are  acting 
under  the  direct  countenance  of  the  Court  of  Ava  ;  and 
that  the  King's  yoiinger  brother,  the  heir  to  the  throne, 
actually  rides  in  the  forays  of  the  most  notorious  robbers. 
The  inhabitants  of  Pegu  complain  that  we  give  them  no 
protection  ;    and  the   robbers  openly   proclaim,    that  if 
they  cannot  keep  Pegu  for  the  King  of  Burmah,  they 
'\  will  yield  it  to  the  British  only  as  a  desert."     All  the 
time,  the  King  professes  a  desire  for  peace  ;  but,  what- 
ever may  be  his  desires,  he  is  actually  at  war  with  the 
British  empire.     On  the   13th    September,  there  were 
only   800  men    at  Rangoon,   while    Myah   Thoon   and 
Moung  Goung  Gye  were  within  four  days'  march  of  the 
place  at  the  head  of  11,000  men.     Lord  Dalhousie,  it 
was  reported,  had  resolved  to'  go  to  Rangoon  himself; 
but  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  Colonel  Maekeson, 
rumours  of  an  Affghan  incursion,  and  the  generally  dis- 
turbed state  of  the  North-western  frontier,  detained  him 
in  Calcutta.     Reports  from  various  sources  had  reached 
Bombay,  that  Dost  Mahommed  had  formed  an  alliance 
with  Russia,  and  that  Russian  emissaries  had  appeared 
at   Bohat.     It  was  also   stated   that   Saadat   Khan   of 
Lalpor    was    suspected    of   instigating    the   murder  of 
Maekeson  ;  and  reinforcements  had   been   marched  up 
in  consequence,  from  Rawel   Pindee  to  Peshawur.     An 
additional  regiment  has   been   sent   up  from  Dcesa  in 
Goozerat  ;  and;'Peshawur  has  been  placed  in  a  defen- 
sible state,  as  far  as  possible,  with  a  small  force  and  a 
tumble-down  fort.     "The  assassin  was  hanged  soon  after 
the  commission  of  his  crime,  in  front  of'the  house  of 
Colonel  Maclceson. 

The  Khan  of  Khiva  and  the  King  of  Bokhara  had 
taken  the  field  against  the  Russians.  There  was  much 
speculation  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Shah  of  Persia. 
It  has  long  been  noticed  that  he  had  assembled  an  army 
in  Sultanieh,  near  the  Russian  frontier:  this  was  con- 
trary to  the  treaty  of  1828  between  Russia  and  Persia, 
and  it  was  considered  that  the  Shah  intended  to  employ 
his  army  against  the  Turks. 

A  serious  incident  has  occurred  at  Aurungabad,  in 
the  Nizam's  territory.  The  resident  sent  out  a  force  to 
arrest  a  Rajah  and  a  party  of  refractory  Arabs.  When 
summoned,  the  Arabs  refused  to  surrender.  A  regular 
siege  of  their  place  of  refuge  took  place  ;  the  Rajah  was 
taken  alive,  and  his  band  exterminated :  on  our  side, 
two  officers.  Captain  Parker  and  Ensign  Bosworth,  and 
20  sepoys,  were  killed— two  officers  and  fifty  men 
wounded. 


to  the  movement  at  Shanghai.  Canton  had  not  yet 
fallen;  neither  had  Amoy'been  retaken  by  the  Im- 
perialists. 


The  intelligence  from  Ilong  Konq  is  to  the  27th  of 
September.  The  city  of  Shanghai  "fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  rebels  on  the  7th  of  that  month.  The  Governor, 
Samqua,  was  deserted  by  his  guards.  Through  tlie 
exertions  of  the  American  ]\Iinistor,  Colonel  Marshall, 
his  life  was  spared;  and,  after  much  trouble,  he  was 
placed  under  the  Minister's  protection.  The  rebels 
showed  the  greatest  friendliness  to  the  "  foreign 
brethren  ;  "  and  Liu,  their  chief,  listened  with  attention 
to  the  suggestions  of  Colonel  Marshall.  Fearing  an 
attack  on  the  foreign  settlement,  the  commander  of  the 
■war-ships  on  the  station  had  held  their  force  ready  to 
protect  the  foreign  merchants  ;  but  when  the  mail 
departed,  on  the  22d  September,  they  had  not  been 
required.  Liu  was  at  the  head  of  an  independent  com- 
mand ;  and  it  was  said  that  Taeping  Wang  was  averse 


The  accounts  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  reach  to  the 
23d  of  September.  Theintelligenceisless  satisfactory  than 
that  reported  by  the  preceding  mail.  Some  alarm  was 
felt  at  a  rumour  that  four  regiments  occupying  the 
Amatolas  have  been  ordered  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
colony.  No  hostile  feeling  has  been  manifested  by  the 
Cafl'res,  but  they  are  said  to  be  discontented.  The  Cape 
Toicn  Mail  of  the  23rd  says—"  About  three  weeks  since, 
at  a  meeting  which  his  Excellency  held  with  them| 
Macomo,  on  behalf  of  the  other  chiefs,  declared  that  the 
land  given  them  was  too  small.  '  It  was  all  stones  ; 
they  could  not  till  it,  and  there  was  no  bush  for  firewood! 
They  wanted  the  Amatolas.'  This  general  Cathcart 
decidedly  refused  ;  giving  them  to  understand  that  their 
possession  of  that  locality  would  certainly  involve 
another  war:  and  the  Catfres,  it  is  stated,  'left  the 
meeting  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  result.'  "  The 
proposed  abandonment  of  the  territory  called  the 
"  Sovereignty  "  has  excited  much  discontent.  On  the 
13th  August  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  Bloem 
Fontein.  Resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the 
"  utmost  concern  and  dismay  "  of  the  inhabitants  at  the 
determination  of  the  Imperial  Government ;  declaring 
that  British  honour  is  implicated  ;  predicting  incalcu- 
lable evil  to  religion  and  morality ;  and  "protesting 
against  the  injustice  of  the  act.  A  deputation  waited 
on  Sir  George  Clerk  with  an  address.  In  his  reply.  Sir 
George  said  that  "  the  Imperial  Government  has  to 
consider  the  interests  of  all ;  and  has  thus  been  led  to 
determine  to  relinquish  the  dominion  over  this  terri- 
tory." 

General  Prastorius,  the  notable  chief  of  the  Trans- 
Vaiil  Republic,  died  about  the  latter  end  of  August. 
It  is  stated  that  before  his  death  he  exhorted  his  friends 
to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the  British  nation. 

The  road  through  the  mountain-range  between  Cape 
Town  and  the  corn-growing  regions  of  Worcester  had 
just  been  completed,  at  a  cost  of  50,000/.,  with  the 
labour  of  colon-al  convicts.  The  road  had  been  opened, 
amid  great  rejoicings.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  was 
too  unwell  to  attend. 


The  West  India  Mail  has  brought  dates  from  Deme- 
rara,  Oct.  25  ;  Jamaica,  Oct.  27  ;  Antigua,  28 ;  Porto 
Rico,  29  ;  St.  Thomas's,  Nov.  1. 

The  session  of  the  Jamaica  Legislature  was  opened  on 
the  18th  of  October.  An  unusual  degree  of  anxiety 
was  nianifested  by  the  community  to  witness  the  open- 
ing of  a  session,  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  be 
fraught  with  memorable  consequences.  The  excitement 
that  prevailed  in  the  capital  was  very  great.  Sir 
Henry  Barkly's  speech  was  of  great  'length.  The 
governor  commenced  by  alluding  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  came  among  t1iem,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  communications  which  he  was  authorised 
by  her  Majesty's  government  to  lay  before  them  might 
lead  to  the  immediate  termination  of  the  lamentable 
dissensions  which  had  prevailed  with  such  baleful 
efl'ects.  His  Excellency's  reference  to  the  state  of 
parties  M-as  of  a  most  conciliatory  character.  On  the 
subject  of  retrenchment  and  political  reforms  Sir 
Henry  said:  "I  confidently  trust,  that  with  the  aid 
of  50,000/.,  which  the  mother  country  is  ready  to 
offer  for  the  purpose,  you  will  be  able  in  friendly 
concert  to  devise  measures,  which,  without  pressing 
with  greater  severity  than  the  circumstances  of  the 
time  demand  upon  those  whose  offices  it  may,  on  a 
general  revision,  be  determined  either  to  abolish 
altogether,  or  to  reduce  in  value,  will  nevertheless 
ensure  a  larger  immediate  diminution  of  taxation  than 
the  most  sanguine  economist  could   heretofore  reckon 
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on.  It  is  my  gratifj'ing  duty,  however,  to  announce  to 
you  that  I  am  empowered  to  hold  out  prospects  of  far 
more  extended  relief  to  the  prodxietive  industry  of 
Jamaica  than  could  arise  from  any  possible  reduction  of 
official  salaries,  in  the  shape  of  a  guarantee  by  the 
imperial  parliament  of  the  entire  island  debt  not  already 
so  secured.  The  benefit  of  such  a  guarantee  would  not 
be  confined  to  a  mere  temporary  alleviation  of  the 
enormous  annual  burden  which  that  debt  entails,  since 
the  reduction  of  the  charge  for  interest  would  be  so 
large  as  to  enable  you  out  of  a  portion  of  the  saving  to 
provide  for  the  gradual  liquidation  of  the  principal  at 
no  very  remote  period.  Nor  would  her  Majesty's 
ministers,  I  am  confident,  hesitate  to  pi-opose  to  Par- 
liament, provided  only  the  mode  of  regulating  the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  Jamaica  be  assimilated  to 
that  which  has  so  long  maintained  the  financial  credit 
of  Great  Britain  at  the  highest  pitch,  to  advance  further 
loans  to  an  extent  sufficient  for  the  introduction  of  a 
continuous  stream  of  immigrants,  to  supply  the  void  in 
the  labour  market  created  by  the  sad  ravages  of  cholera 
and  small-pox,  and  to  aid  in  developing  the  vast 
natural  resources  of  this  beautiful  island  more  rapidly 
and  efl'ectually  than  its  present  limited  population 
permits.  The  details  of  pecuniary  operations  of  such 
magnitude  will,  of  course,  require  deliberate  considera- 
tion, and  I  shall  be  ready,  at  the  proper  time,  to  com- 
municate to  you  what  further  information  I  possess  of 
the  views  of  government  as  to  the  securities  required. 
Meanwhile,  I  may  briefly  state  the  generous  proposals 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  sanctioned  as  they  have  been 
with  surprising  unanimity  by  the  leading  statesmen  in 
both  houses  of  parliament,  are  founded  upon  no  design 
of  fettering,  in  the  slightest  degree,  that  legislative 
independence  which,  for  nearly  two  centuries,  the 
people  of  Jamaica  have  so  proudly  cherished — are 
coupled  with  no  conditions  derogatory  to  the  freest 
representative  constitution  that  ever  yet  existed,  but 
emanate  solely  from  the  sincere  sympathy  felt  by  the 
British  nation  at  large  for  the  misfortunes  of  one  of 
its  most  ancient  and  important  colonies.  It  is  in  a 
similar  spirit  that  you  are  urged  by  all  parties  at  home 
no  longer  to  delay  the  introduction  of  such  political 
reforms  as  the  experience  of  the  mother  country  has 
demonstrated  to  be  most  conducive  to  efficient  and 
economical  government,  and  ^best  calculated  to  avert 
the  recurrence  of  ruinous  struggles  between  the  various 
powers  of  the  state."  The  legislature  had  been  in 
session  since  the  18th  of  October,  and  preliminary  steps 
had  been  taken  for  the  introduction  of  the  import  duty 
and  other  revenue  bills;  but  the  bills  had  to  belaid 
before  the  house,  and  the  opinion  of  members  ascertained 
on  their  political  bearing.  Business  matters,  in  the 
expectation  of  legislative  changes,  were  almost  sta- 
tionary. 

At  Georgetown,  Demerara,  fever  had  broken  out  in 
a  malignant  form,  but  confined  its  ravages  to  new 
arrivals,  the  shipping,  and  the  indifferently  seasoned. 
Commander  Bupuoy,  of  the  Marceau  French  steamship- 
of-war  had  fallen  a  victim.  The  Governor  had  addressed 
the  Board  of  Health  on  the  subject.  The  sultry 
weather  had  broken  up,  and  the  population  was  greatly 
relieved  by  a  supply  of  water,  while  the  rain  had  done 
no  harm  to  the  estates. 

The  weather  at  Antigua  was  all  that  could  be  desired 
for  agricultural  purposes.  Experienced  planters  state 
that  they  cannot  recollect  a  season  so  favourable  to  the 
growth  of  canes.  There  was  scarcely  a  day  without 
rain,  and  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  was  oppressive. 
The  intelligence  from  the  other  islands  is  unimportant. 

It  appears  from  the  Canadian  papers  that  a  project  of 
a  Federal  Union  of  the  British  North  American  Colo- 
nies is  exciting  much  interest  at  present.  It  is  said  that 
such  a  step  is  contemplated,  and  that  measures  for  com- 
pleting the  union  will  be  submitted  to  the  several 
colonies  at  no  distant  day.  It  is  added  that  Lord  Elgin's 
visit  to  England  is  connected  with  the  contemplated 
movement.  Quebec,  it  is  said,  will  be  proposed  as  the 
seat  of  general  government.  Each  colony  will  retain  its 
local  legislature,  and  manage  its  own  affairs,  very  much 
as  at  present,  but  a  colonial  parliament  composed  of 
members  from  each  province  will  meet  at  Quebec,  to 


pass  such  laws  as  may  be  required  for  the  general 
guidance  of  the  confederation.  On  this  subject  the 
Toronto  correspondent  of  the  Daily  JSeics  makes  the 
following  important  observations  ;—"  A  topic  of  great 
importance  to  all  the  British  Korth  American  provinces 
has  been  much  discussed  since  my  last  letter  :  it  is  the 
question  of  the  union  of  the  whole.  "Very  little  differ- 
ence prevails  as  to  the  abstract  question  of  union,  but 
there  is  as  to  whether  it  should  be  federal  or  legislative. 
I  think  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  all  these  provinces  desire  the  union  ;  and 
certainly  there  is  much  to  induce  them  to  do  so.  Nor  is 
the  question  of  less  importance  to  England  tlian  the 
colonies.  As  these  increase  in  population  and  power 
their  yearnings  will  be  in  the  direction  of  independence  ; 
and  it  were  madness  to  conceal  that  this  is  the  case  at 
present  with  the  British  North  American  colonies.  All 
the  nationality  they  at  present  desire  might  be  found  in 
a  union  of  the  whole,  which,  while  acknowledging  the 
dominion  of  England,  should  still  possess  full  powers  of 
self-government.  If  upon  this  principle  England  shapes 
her  policy  towards  these  colonies  she  will  preserve  them 
from  annexation  to  the  United  States  ;  but  it  is  doubtful 
if  she  can  by  any  other  means.  The  policy  of  England 
in  former  times  was  to  split  the  colonies  up  into  small 
communities,  and  prevent  communication  as  much  as 
possible  with  the  States  after  their  successful  revolt,  and 
it  was  most  ill-judged.  Its  bad  efl'ects,  in  repressing 
their  energies  and  retarding  their  prosperity,  are  accu- 
rately described  in  the  famous  report  of  Lord  Durham. 
I  do  not  expect,  however,  that  England  at  the  present 
day  would  make  any  objections  to  the  union.  The 
opinions  of  several  of  her  modern  statesmen  ai'e  on 
record  in  favour  of  it ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  the  railway  con- 
tractor, recently  stated  in  a  speech  that  he  had  found 
both  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  and  Mr. 
Gladstone  favourably  disposed  towards  the  project.  The 
speech  of  Mr.  Jackson  that  I  have  referred  to  was 
delivered  in  New  Brunswick  on  the  occasion  of  the 
turning  of  the  first  sod  of  the  European  and  North 
American  Railroad,  which,  when  completed,  will  do 
much  towards  bringing  about  the  union.  I  may  add 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  Sir 
E.  Head,  and  a  number  of  the  leading  men  from  all  the 
colonies  then  assembled,  all  pronounced  themselves 
strongly  in  favour  of  union ;  which  is  expected  to  be  a 
corollary  of  the  intercolonial  railroads,  and  can  hardly 
be  carried  into  effect  before  they  are  completed.  The 
population  of  Canada  is  now  two  millions,  and  it  is  in- 
creasing with  tmexampled  rapidity ;  much  faster  than 
that  of  the  United  States — with  two  or  three  exceptions 
in  the  extreme  West — as  I  have  in  former  letters  proved 
to  you  by  a  comparison  of  official  census  returns.  The 
population  of  all  the  maritime  provinces  is  now  about  a 
million.  So  you  see  they  are  as  powerful  as  the  old 
thirteen  colonies  were  when  they  became  independent. 
They  possess  an  immense  territory,  rich  in  the  treasures 
of  the  forest,  the  mine,  and  the  field  ;  besides  magnifi- 
cent lakes  and  rivers,  and  the  unrivalled  fisheries  of  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  I  mention  these  things  in  con- 
nection with  the  union,  because  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  (England  should  appreciate  how  powerful  her 
colonies  in  North  America  have  become,  and  how  vast  a 
nation  they  promise  to  be  the  seat  of.  I  will  add  one 
fact  with  respect  to  the  rate  of  increase  of  population  : 
Upper  Canada  increased  34  per  cent,  during  the  four 
years  preceding  the  last  census  !  The  others  have  not 
increased  so  fast,  but  they  will  do,  with  the  introduction 
of  the  railways  now  undertaken." 


PROGRESS  OF   EMIGRATION  AND  CIVILISATION. 

A  Return  by  the  Immigration  yigent  for  the  Colony 
of  Victoria,  for  1852,  just  printed,  contains  interesting 
and  important  facts.  The  addition  to  the  population 
of  the  colony  in  1852,  by  immigration  was  in  all  94,664  ; 
the  diminution  by  emigration  was  31,038  ;  the  balance 
of  immigration  in  excess  was  63,626.  Of  the  immigrants 
74,872  were  males,  and  19,792  females  ;  of  the  emigrants 
28,620  were  males — 2418  females.  In  other  words,  the 
proportion  of  males  to  females  leaving  the  colony  was 
as  fourteen  to  one,  while  the  proportion  of  males  to 
females  entering  the   colony  was   only  as   four  to  one. 
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If  the  ratio  between  the  sexes,  in  the  additions  to  the 
Col'inial  population  by  immigration  in  future  years, 
continue  the  same,  the  excess  of  mules  over  females — 
one  great  source  of  the  vice  and  rudeness  which  still 
taints  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population — will  be 
gradually  diminished.  The  total  number  of  immigrants 
from  the  United  Kingdom  was  4-1,703,  of  these  30,032 
were  males  and  1-1731  females.  Tlie  unassisted  immi- 
grants from  the  United  Kingdom  consisted  of  22,270 
males  and  7016  females  ;  the  assisted  of  7762  males  and 
7715  females.  The  immigrants  into  Victoria  from  New 
South  Wales  were  12,523  males  and  1261  f-males  ;  from 
Van  Diemen's  Land  17,107  males  and  1596  females  ; 
from  South  and  Western  Australia  12,908  males  and 
19 10  females ;  from  New  Zealand  and  the  South  Seas 
845  males  and  60  females  ;  and  from  foreign  parts  1457 
males  and  191  females.  As  the  return  embraces  only 
the  arrivals  in  the  colony  by  sea,  the  immigration  from 
New  South  Wales  and  South  Australia  is  probably 
stated  at  too  low  a  figure.  The  most  important  fact 
elicited  by  this  return  is  the  greater  facility  with  which 
men  are  induc(  d  to  change  their  homes  than  women. 
This  shows  in  the  first  place  (says  the  Dailij  News)  the 
necessity  of  assisted  emigration  for  a  young  colony.  The 
number  of  males  and  females  among  the  assisted  immi- 
grants into  Victoria  from  Great  Britain  is  almost  equal, 
while  even  from  the  immediately  adjoining  provinces  of 
New  South  Wales  and  Van  Diemen's  Land  the  propor- 
tion of  males  to  females  is  twelve  and  seventeen  to  one. 
It  is  comparatively  easy  for  an  attractive  colony  like 
Victoria  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  male  emigrants, 
but  it  costs  some  exertion  to  get  females.  In  the  second 
place,  the  excess  of  male  over  female  emigrants  from  all 
the  countries  included  in  the  return  of  the  Victoria 
immigration  agent,  shows  the  advantage  of  having  a 
large  proportion  of  females  among  the  settlers  of  a  new 
colony.  If  men  proceed  alone  or  with  few  females  to  a 
new  Sfttlement,  slight  difficulties  or  mere  whim  may 
make  them  fly  ofl  again  and  abandon  it ;  but  set  women 
down  in  a  country,  new  or  old,  and  they  will  cling  to  it, 
and  keep  a  sufficient  number  of  men  with  them. 

A  special  general  court  of  the  Australian  Agricul- 
tural Company  was  held  on  the  18th  to  elect  a  governor 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Brownrigg.  Mr.  Raven- 
shaw,  the  deputy-governor,  was  unanimously  elected. 
Mr.  Bruce  was  also  unanimously  elected  deputy -governor, 
Mr.  Marjoribanks  to  the  vacant  seat  in  the  direction, 
and  Lieut.- Colonel  Brownrigg  to  the  auditorship.  The 
governor  then  said  although  the  meeting  was  convened 
for  a  special  purpose,  he  thought  it  right  to  give  to  the 
proprietors  information  as  to  the  state  of  their  affairs  in 
the  colony  since  the  last  general  meeting.  He  was 
happy  to  say  that  the  recent  accounts  which  had  been 
rrceivcd  from  the  colony  were  generally  favourable. 
Notwithstanding  the  strike  of  the   workmen  and  the 


high  rate  of  wages,  2000/.  had  been  produced  as  the  net 
receipts  from  the  collieries  in  the  past  year  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year.  Tiie  wool  sales  in  the  past  year 
had  produced  20,000/.,  and  those  just  concluded 
amounted  to  about  the  same  sum,  which,  as  they 
would  be  aware,  was  considerably  in  excess  of  former 
years.  There  had  been  sufTeri-d  some  losses  in  sheep, 
in  consequence  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
but  nothing  to  create  alarm.  There  had  been  several 
sales  of  land  at  Port  Newcastle  since  the  last  accounts 
presented  to  the  prcjprietors  ;  and  in  some  instances  as 
much  as  200/.  an  acre  had  been  realised.  The  trade  of 
the  port  had  considerably  increased,  and  as  its  advan- 
tages became  more  generally  known,  the  demand  for 
the  land  would  increase  and  the  company  be  consider- 
ably benefited.  At  Port  Stephens  some  land  had  also 
been  sold,  but  the  price  it  had  realised  was  moderate. 
It  was  satisfactory,  however,  to  find  that  jjcrsons  were 
beginning  to  locate  tliere,  as  it  must  necessarily  increase 
the  value  of  the  land  to  those  who  came  after.  He 
should  have  added  in  reference  to  the  recent  wool  sales, 
that  although  there  was  considerable  depression  in  the 
price  of  that  article,  their  wool  had  brought  a  price 
rather  exceeding  that  of  the  sales  of  last  year.  In 
answer  to  a  question  whether  any  special  exertion  had 
been  made,  by  advertisement  or  otherwise,  to  draw  the 
attention  of  emigrants  to  the  great  advantages  which 
the  two  ports,  Newcastle  and  Stephens,  presented,  now 
that  Melbourne  and  Sydney  were  overcrowded,  the 
governor  said  that  he  was  not  aware  that  any  particular 
measures  had  been  taken  beyond  those  adopted  some 
years  ago  with  the  view  of  drawing  attention  to  tlie 
land  in  those  localities.  The  parties  who  had  pur- 
chased land  were  some  of  them  persons  who  had  been 
in  the  employment  of  the  company,  and  otliers  who  had 
been  at  the  diggings,  and,  returning,  had  chosen  to  fix 
upon  Newcastle  or  Port  Stephens  as  their  permanent 
location.  They  were  aware  that  Newcnstle  must  here- 
after be  the  port  for  the  reception  of  those  persons  wi>o 
intended  to  proceed  up  to  the  New  England  districts  ; 
and  when  roads  were  made,  and  the  place  became  a  little 
more  known,  persons  would  naturally  be  drawn  there, 
on  account  of  the  facilities  it  offered,  and  the  value  of 
their  land  would  increase.  Already  two  sets  of  steamers 
called  regularly  twice  a  week  at  Newcastle,  and  occa- 
sionally at  Port  Stepheris ;  and  measures  were  in  con- 
templation to  encourage  steam  vessels  to  stop  more 
frequently  at  both  ports.  In  conclusion,  the  governor 
promised  to  give  directions  to  Captain  Brownrigg  to 
give  every  publicity  that  was  possible  to  the  advantages 
Newcastle  and  Port  Stephens  offered  to  emigrants.  The 
great  attraction  of  Melbourne  was  the  vicinity  of  the 
gold  fields ;  but  if  the  gold  fields  in  another  direction 
should  be  developed,  then  Port  Stephens  would  become 
valuable. 


NAEEATIVE  OF  FOEEIGN  EVENTS. 


The  Eastern  Question  continues  to  engross  the  chief 
share  of  public  attention.  The  Turkish  declaration 
of  war  has  been  met  with  by  a  counter-declaration  from 
the  Czar,  which  appeared  in  the  Gazette  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. It  is  as  follows; — "By  the  grace  of  God,  we, 
Nicholas  I.,  Emperor  and  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russians, 
&c.,  make  known  as  follows  : — By  our  manifesto  of  the 
14th  (26th)  of  June  of  the  present  year,  we  made 
known  to  our  faithful  and  dearly-beloved  subjects  the 
motives  which  had  placed  us  under  the  obligation  of 
demanding  from  the  Ottoman  Porte  inviolable  gua- 
rantees in  favour  of  the  sacred  right  of  the  Orthodox 
Church.  We  also  announced  to  them  that  all  our 
efforts  to  recal  the  Porte,  by  means  of  amicable  persua- 
sion, to  sentiments  of  equity  and  to  the  faithful 
observance  of  treaties,  had  remained  unfruitful,  and 
that  we  had  consequently  deemed  it  indispensable  to 
cause  our  troops  to  advance  into  the  Danubian  Princi- 
palities:  but  in  taking  this  step  we  still  entertained  the 
hope  that  the  Porte  would  acknowledge  its  wrong- 
doings, and  would  decide  on  acceding  to  our  just 
demar.ds.     Our  expectation  has  been  deceived.     Even 


the  chief  Powers  of  Europe  have  sought  in  vain  by  their 
exhortations  to  shake  the  blind  obstinacy  of  the  Otto- 
man Government.  It  is  by  a  declaration  of  war,  by 
a  proclamation  filled  with  lying  accusations  against 
Russia,  that  it  has  responded  to  the  pacific  efforts  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  to  our  spirit  of  long-sutferiiig.  At 
last  enrolling  in  the  ranks  of  its  army  revolutionary 
exiles  from  all  countries,  the  Porte  has  just  commenced 
hostilities  on  the  Danube.  Russia  is  challenged  to  the 
coml)at;  and  she  has  no  other  course  left  her,  than, 
putting  her  trust  in  God,  to  have  recourse  to  force  of 
arms,  and  so  compel  the  Ottoman  Government  to  res- 
pect treaties,  and  to  obtain  reparation  for  the  insults 
with  which  it  has  responded  to  our  most  moderate 
demands,  and  to  our  most  legitimate  solicitude  for  the 
defence  of  the  orthodox  faith  in  the  East,  professed  also 
by  the  people  of  Russia.  We  are  firmly  convinced  that 
our  faithful  subjects  will  join  their  prayers  to  those 
which  we  address  to  the  Almighty,  beseeching  him  to 
bless  with  His  hand  our  arms  in  this  just  and  holy 
cause,  which  has  always  found  ardent  defenders  in  our 
ancestors.     In  te,  Domine,  speravi ;  non  confundar  ia 
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a;ternum. — Done  at  Tzarskoe  Selo,  the  20th  day  of 
October  (1st  of  NuTember),  in  the  year  of  Grace,  1853, 
and  the  twenty-eighth  of  imr  reign.     Nicholas." 

At  the  same  time  the  following  Circular  Note  was 
addressed  by  the  Russian  Minister,  Count  Nesselrode, 
to  the  di()lomatic  agents  of  Russia  in  foreign  countries, 
to  be  communicated  to  their  respective  governments. 
The  passage  of  the  Danube  by  the  Turks  was  not  known 
at  St.  Petersburg  at  the  date  of  this  document, 
as  some  of  its  expressions  suffice  to  show: — "  St. 
Petersburg,  Oct.  19  (Oct.  31,  jf.s.)— Sir,— The  efforts 
which  we  have  not  ceased  to  make  for  the  last 
eight  months  for  the  arrangement  of  our  differences 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte  have,  unfortunately,  been 
without  effect  to  the  present  day.  Nay  more,  the 
situation  sepms  to  become  more  aggravated  each  day. 
Whilst  the  Emperor  offered  during  his  interview  with 
his  intimate  friend  and  allj',  the  Emperor  Francis 
Joseph,  fresh  facilities  to  the  Austrian  Cabinet  to 
explain  the  misunderstanding  which  attaches  to  the 
motives  stated  by  us  for  rejecting  the  modifications 
which  the  Porte  desired  to  introduce  into  the  note 
drawn  up  at  Vienna,  the  Porte  yielding,  notwithstand- 
ing the  counsels  of  the  European  representatives  at 
Constantinople,  to  the  warlike  ideas  and  the  fanaticism 
of  the  Mussulmans,  has,  as  you  will  have  learned, 
foi'mally  declared  war  against  us.  That  rash  step 
has,  however,  in  nowise  changed  the  pacific  disposition 
of  the  Emperor.  We  still  do  not  abandon,  on  that 
account,  the  resolutions  announced  from  the  beginning 
in  our  circular  of  the  20th  of  June.  At  that  period  his 
Imperial  Majesty  declared  that  in  occupying  provision- 
ally the  Principalities  as  a  material  security  for  the 
satisfaction  he  demands,  he  was  unwilling  to  carry  any 
further  the  measures  of  coercion,  but  rather  to  avoid  an 
offensive  war,  so  long  as  his  dignity  and  his  interests 
permitted  him  to  do  so.  At  the  present  moment,  and 
notwithstanding  the  fresh  provocation  offered  to  him, 
the  intentions  of  my  august  master  remain  the  same.  In 
possession  of  the  material  pledge  which  the  occupation 
of  the  Principalities  gives  us,  though  still  ready,  in 
fulfilment  of  our  promise,  to  evacuate  them  the  moment 
that  we  obtain  satisfaction,  we  shall  content  ourselves 
with  maintaining  our  posstion  there,  remaining  on 
the  defensive  so  long  as  we  are  not  forced  to  abandon 
the  limits  within  which  we  desire  to  confine  our  action. 
We  will  wait  the  attack  of  the  Turks  without  taking 
the  initiative  of  hostilities.  It  will  then  entirely  depend 
on  other  powers  not  to  widen  the  limits  of  the  war, 
if  the  Turks  persist  in  waging  it  against  us,  and  not  to 
give  to  it  any  other  character  than  that  which  we  mean 
to  leave  to  it.  That  situation  of  expectancy  does  not 
place  any  obstacle  to  the  carrying  on  of  negoeiations. 
After  the  declaration  of  war  it  is  not  to  Russia  that 
it  belongs  to  seek  for  new  expedients,  nor  to  take  the 
initiative  in  overtures  of  conciliation.  But  if,  when 
better  enlightened  as  to  its  interests,  the  Porte  shall 
manifest  a  disposition  to  propose  or  to  receive  similar 
overtures,  it  is  not  thD  Emperor  who  will  place  any 
obstacles  to  their  being  taken  into  consideration.  Such, 
Monsieur,  is  all  that,  for  the  moment,  it  is  permitted 
me  to  inform  you  of,  in  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether 
the  Ottoman  Porte  will  give  effect  to  the  warlike 
project  it  has  just  adopted.  Inform  the  Cabinet  to 
which  you  are  accredited  of  our  eventual  intentions. 
They  [furnish  an  additional  proof  of  the  desire  of  our 
august  master  to  limit  as  much  as  possible  the  circle 
of  hostilities,  if  they  should  unhappily  take  place,  and 
to  spare  the  consequences  ol  them  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 
Receive,  &c.,  Nesselrode." 

The  accounts  of  the  military  operations  on  the  Danube 
have  been  so  confused  and  contradictory,  that  it  as  yet 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  real  course  of  events.  The 
following  particulars  appear  to  be  authentic.  The  Turks 
crossed  the  river  in  four  places,  between  the  28th  of 
October  and  the  4th  instant.  Having  made  good  their 
position  at  Kalafat,  they  threw  forward  their  forces,  and 
the  Russians  retired  towards  Slatina;  between  which 
place  and  Krajowa  the  corps  of  General  Dannenberg, 
said  to  be  thirty  or  forty  thousand  strong,  occupied  a 
position  en  echelon  covering  the  road  to  Bucharest. 
The  Turkish  force  in  Lesser  Wallachia,  thus  established 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  Russian  array,  is  said  to  have 


amounted  to  12,000,  and  it  was  intended  that  additional 
troops  should  cro>s  the  Danube  at  Kalafat  from  Sophia. 
Lower  down  the  river,  another  and  smaller  division  of 
the  Turks,  2000,  crossed  from  Rustchuck  to  Giurgevo, 
and  bombarded  the  town,  making  good  their  footing. 
The  most  formidable  movement  of  the  Turks,  however, 
was  at  Oltenitza.  Here  they  crossed  over  from  Turtukai, 
18,000  strong — a  Turkish  account  says  12,000.  On  their 
landing.  General  Pcrloff,  at  the  head  of  9000  Russian 
troops  fell  upon  the  Ottomans.  The  combat  is  said  to 
have  lasted,  skirmishing  included,  for  two  days.  The 
Russians  fled,  leaving  700  killed  and  wounded  on  the 
field.  The  following  details  of  this  battle  have  been 
given.  The  island  in  the  vicinity  of  Turtukai  forms  a 
natural  battle-ground.  Tlie  troops  with  which  the  Turks 
made  a  beginning  on  the  2nd,  after  a  corps  of  about 
1'1,000  men  had  been  contentrated  between  Tschatalscha 
and  Turtukai,  remained  concealed  in  the  bushes,  favoured 
by  the  fog.  On  the  3rd,  about  5000  men  were  posted  on 
the  island,  2000  were  on  board  of  barges  ready  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  opposite  shore,  and  about  4000  or  5000  men 
had  already  landed  on  the  left  bank.  During  the  night 
from  the  3rd  to  the  4th  instant,  the  passage  was  attempted 
over  the  smaller  arm  of  the  river  near  Oltenitza,  and  was 
also  carried  out  by  foi-ce  of  arms.  The  2000  troops  on  board 
the  barges  sailed  round  the  island, and  were  the  first  to  reach 
the  Wallachian  shore.  The  Russian  pickets  were  posted 
along  the  Danube.  One  of  these  pickets  was  at  Oltenitza  ; 
the  reserve  were  posted  at  the  distance  of  a  shot  behind 
this  place,  amounting  altogether  to  about  5000  men. 
During  the  combat  reinforcements  arrived.  The 
engagement  commenced  at  dawn  of  day.  On  both  sides 
the  troops  fought  with  bravery  and  perseverance.  The 
cannonade  lasted  unremittingly  for  eighteen  hours. 
Towards  noon  the  contest  seemed  to  draw  to  a  close  by 
the  retreat  of  the  Turks  to  their  vessels,  but  was  soon 
renewed.  In  the  evening  the  Turks  were  established 
along  the  river-side,  and  the  Russians  behind  Oltenitza. 
The  conflict  is  described  as  an  exceedingly  murderous 
one,  and  the  losses  on  both  sides  must  have  been  very 
considerable.  The  Russians  performed  all  that  could 
have  been  expected  of  them,  considering  the  dispropor- 
tionate number  of  the  enemy.  But  the  Turks  also 
fought  with  a  bravery  inspired  by  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  fanaticism,  which  is  likely  to  destroy  the 
illusion  which  many  have  hitherto  indulged  in 
with  regard  to  the  military  prowess  of  the  Turks. 
Subsequent  accounts  affirmed  that  the  victorious  Turks 
had  followed  the  retreating  Russians,  and  driven 
them  out  of  Bucharest,  which  had  been  bombarded  and 
set  on  fire.  But  no  such  thing  occurred  :  on  the  cnntrary, 
the  division  of  the  Turkish  army  at  Oltenitza  has 
re-crossed  the  Danube.  This  movement,  apparently, 
was  consummated  on  the  13th  inst.  An  explanation  of 
its  motive  is  supplied  by  the  French  consul  at  Bucharest, 
who  stales  that  the  heavy  rains  which  had  set  in  had 
rendered  the  contemplated  forward  movement  of  the 
Turks  in  Bucharest  impracticable  ;  and  that  they  with- 
drew to  the  healthy  bank  of  the  river  "  in  the  most 
perfect  order,  without  being  disturbed  by  the  enemy." — 
A  letter  from  an  European  staff-ofiicer  at  Sehumla, 
dated  October  the  3ril,  confirms  the  accounts  of  the 
efficient  state  of  the  Turkish  army  which  have  arrived 
from  other  quarters.  This  writer  describes  the  soldiers 
as  jovial,  obedient,  and  capable  of  enduring  great  hard- 
ship. Omer  Pacha  is  mentioned  with  great  praise  ;  and 
the  position  of  the  Turks  at  that  date  is  accounted 
advantageous.  Sehumla  has  been  made  a  very  strong 
place  ;  the  entire  mountain  country  being  turned  into 
a  fortress,  and  commanding  the  flank  of  any  army 
marching  on  the  Balkans.  Selim  Pacha  has  defeated  a 
Russian  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Georgia.  He  was  out 
on  the  20th  of  October,  inspecting  the  ground,  when 
suddenly  a  body  of  Russian  cavalry  appeared.  The 
pacha  stood  fast,  and  sent  for  reinforcements.  Soon  after 
this,  a  Russian  corps  of  15,000,  from  Redout  Kale,  fell 
in  with  the  pacha's  array  ;  and  after  an  obstinate  conflict, 
the  Russians  fled.  They  were  pursued  for  some  distance; 
and  the  pacha  planted  the  colours  of  the  Sultan  at 
Orelle,  eight  hours  distance  from  Ciorock-Dere. — Letters 
from  Bucharest  complain  severely  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Russians.  Prince  Gortschakoff  had  drawn  largely  of 
the  public  funds  of  the  Principalities,  and  had  ordered 
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the  local  funds  to  be  seized.  The  Russian  commissariat 
fix  the  price  of  provisions  ;  and  persons  who  attempt  to 
sell  at  a  hiifher — that  is,  at  the  market  price — were  beaten 
by  the  soUiiers.  Some  youn^  Wallachians  had  formed 
guerilla  bands  in  the  Carpathians. — "When  the  news  of 
the  crossinifof  the  Danubu  was  received  in  the  Turkish 
capital  it  was  communicated  tiy  the  Porte  to  the  FrencVi 
and  English  ambassadors,  who,  on  the  same  day,  sent  off 
despatches  to  their  respective  governments.  In  con- 
sequence of  a  conference  between  the  French  and 
English  admirals  and  their  ambassadors,  twelve  vessels 
of  the  combined  fleet  have  come  up  to  Constantinople, 
and  entered  the  Bosphorus.  A  Russian  vessel  of  war, 
which  had  run  on  shore  on  the  coast  of  Eregri,  on  the 
Asiatic  side  of  the  Black  Sea.  was  seen  in  that  position 
by  a  Turkish  cruiser,  and  called  on  to  surrender.  On 
the  commander  refusing,  she  was  boarded  by  the  Turks 
and  taken  possession  of,  with  the  crew.  The  Sultan 
having  decided  on.  going  to  Adrianople  in  the  spring, 
and  making  that  city  the  Imperial  head-quarters,  his 
highness  went  in  person  to  the  Porte  .and  officially 
announced  his  resolution  to  that  effect.  The  ministers 
then  signed  an  address,  congratulating  the  Svltan  on 
his  resolution.  The  Russian  minister  of  finance  has 
announced  that,  in  reciprocation  for  the  conduct  of 
Turkey  in  not  laying  Russian  vessels  under  an  im- 
mediate embargo,  Russia  will  "offer  free  exit  to  the 
Turkish  vessels  that  happen  to  be  in  lier  ports  up  to 
the  22ad  November  of  this  year ;  "  also  that  Turkish 
vessels  carrying  the  goods  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
friendly  powers  will  be  unmolested,  if  laden  before  the 
22nd  inst. :  but  cargoes  under  Turkish  flags,  although 
not  Turkish  property,  will  be  seized  after  that  date. 
Neutrals  will  bo  permitted  to  enter  and  leave  Russian 
ports  at  will ;  and  the  Austrian  Lloyd's  steamers  will 
be  allowed,  even  during  war,  to  keep  up  a  regular 
communication  between  Odessa  and  Constantinople. 

The  principal  intelligence  from  Paris  relates  to  the 
trial  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  intent  to  assassinate 
the  Emperor  at  the  Opera  Comique,  in  July  last.  They 
are  thirty-three  in  number,  and  form  part  of  two  secret 
societies.  The  plot  would  seem  to  have  been  in  progress 
since  the  spring ;  and  the  police  assert  that  they  have 
followed  it  step  by  step,  and  were  thus  enabled,  at  the 
last  moment,  to  prevent  its  success.  The  first  attempt 
was  to  have  been  made  at  the  hippodrome.  On  this 
occasion  the  police  took  immense  precautions  ;  sentinels 
were  hidden  in  all  directions,  and  the  conspirators  were 
foiled.  The  attempt  at  the  Opera  Comique  was  all  but 
successful,  the  police  having  arrested  the  assassins  only 
just  in  time.  It  is  stated  that  the  object  of  the  assassi- 
nation was  to  proclaim  the  republic,  and  make  Blanqui 
dictator.  The  trial  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  on  the 
22nd  inst.  The  court  condemned  Folliet,  Alix,  and 
Decroix,  to  eight  years'  banishment  ;  Ruault,  Lux, 
Gerard,  de  Meren,  Mariet,  Gabrat,  and  Copinot,  to 
transportation  ;  Monchiroud  to  ten  years'  detention ; 
Turenne,  Matz,  and  Mazille,  to  seven  years'  detention; 
Maillet,  Denez,  Jaud,  Comes,  and  Joiron,  to  five  years' 
detention  ;  Ribault  de  Laugardiere  to  five  years'  im- 
prisonment :  and  Folloc  to  three  years'  imprisonment. 
"  Detention,"  according  to  the  French  law,  differs  from 
imprisonment  in  being  more  severe,  having  an  infamous 
character  attached  to  it,  and  carrying  with  it  surveillance 
of  the  police  for  life.  The  accused  heard  their  condem- 
nation in  silence.  They  have  since  appealed.  A  number 
of  political  arrests  have  been  made  in  the  provinces,  par- 
ticularly at  Tours  and  Dijon.  The  affair  at  Tours  seems 
likely  to  rival  the  importance  of  the  Opera  Comique 
plot.  The  confession  recently  made  by  one  of  the 
persons  arrested  there  has  led  to  the  discovery  at  the 
residence  of  one  of  the  accused  of  1,200  musket-bal'.s 
concealed  in  stone  beer-bottles.  Several  domiciliary  visits 
have  lately  been  made  at  Douai,  and  amongst  them  one 
at  the  house  of  M.  Anthoy  Thouret,  the  ex-represen- 
tative. The  reason  for  this  proceeding  has  not  transpired. 
At  Perigueux  inflammatory  placards  have  been  posted. 
At  Gasny  (Eure)  last  week,  four  seditious  placards  were 
torn  down  by  the  police.  One  of  them  was  in  verse,  and 
proclaimed  the  sovereignty  of  the  Capets. 

The  Moniteur  contains  an  Imperial  decree,  reducing 
the  duty  on  foreign  coals  and  iron.  Coals  imported  by 
sea   from   Sables    d'Olonnes    to  Dunkirk    in    national 


vessels,  30c.,  and  foreign  vessels,  SOc,  instead  of  50c.  and 
If.  ;  on  the  restof  the  coast,  15c.  and  Goc,  instr-ail  of  SOc. 
and  SOc.  By  land,  from  the  sea  to  Kalluin,  SOc.  instead 
of  50c.  At  other  points  present  duties.  Coke,  half 
en-siis,  instead  of  double.  The  duty  on  raw  cast-iron 
(fonte  brute),  5f.  and  5f  50o.,  instead  of  7  and  7.50. 
Platina,  2of.  and  27f  50c.  instead  of  -lOf.  and  41f.  Other 
reductions  are  at  the  same  time  made,  and  those  given 
above  are  to  be  brought  yet  lower  in  1855. 


At  Home,  a  new  saint  has  been  added  to  tVie  calendar, 
in  the  person  of  Father  Babola,  a  Pole,  of  the  Company 
of  Jesus,  whose  promotion  to  the  honours  of  martyrdom 
and  beatification  has  been  actually  effected,  in  spite  of 
the  remonstrances  and  opposition  of  the  Court  of  Russia. 
All  Roman  Catholic  subjects  of  the  Czar  residing  in 
Rome  received  private  admonition  from  the  Russian 
embassy  that  they  would  do  well  to  abstain  from  attend- 
ing the  ceremony,  which  was  sumptuously  performed 
by  the  chapter  of  St.  Peter's,  the  Pope  himself  only 
undertaking  the  still  higher  ceremony  of  sanctification. 
The  portrait  and  biography  of  the  blessed  Father 
were  abund.T.ntly  distributed  at  the  gates  of  the  church, 
and  the  expressions  used  in  the  latter  were  by  no  means 
calculated  to  soften  down  anj'  irritation  already  existing 
in  the  mind  of  the  Emperor  Nic'nolas  ;  alluding  forcibly 
to  the  ignorance  and  barbarity  of  the  schismatics  of 
the  Greek  church,  and  detailing  the  atrocious  torments 
with  which  the  Cossack  officers,  Zieleniecki  and 
Popenko,  put  the  saint  to  death  at  Gianovia,  in  1657, 
on  account  of  his  zeal  and  success  in  converting  schis- 
matic ecclesiastics,  with  their  flocks,  to  the  pale  of  Rome. 


The  Queen  of  Portugal  has  died  suddenly  in  child- 
birth. She  expired  at  noon  on  the  15th.  Her  eldest 
son  and  heir  apparent,  Don  Pedro,  is  rather  more  than 
sixteen  years  of  age  ;  and  as  by  law  he  is  not  competent 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  royalty  until  he  have  com- 
pleted his  eighteenth  year,  his  father,  Ferdinand,  Prince 
of  Saxe-Coburg  and  Gotha,  has  been  declared  Regent. 
The  Queen  was  in  her  34th  year,  having  been  born  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1819. 


The  Jews  in  Austria  have  effected  a  reconciliation 
with  the  government.  It  will  be  remembei-ed  that 
they  were  recently  deprived  of  the  right  of  holding  real 
estate,  a  right  dating  from  the  insurrection  of  184S. 
This,  as  it  was  said,  they  resented,  in  league  with  their 
brethren  in  the  great  capitals  of  Europe,  by  refusing  to 
accept  Austrian  notes.  Last  week,  some  of  the  leading 
Jews  at  Vienna  waited  on  the  Minister  of  Finance,  and 
eagerly  disclaimed  .nil  hostile  intentions  towards  the 
government.  The  minister  said  he  believed  they  were 
calumniated  ;  and  he  procured  the  deputation  a  gracious 
interview  with  the  Emperor. 


At  Monte  Video,  a  revolution  broke  out  on  the  24th 
September,  and  the  President  (Gero),  and  the  different 
government  officials,  had  taken  refuge  on  board  the 
foreign  vessels  in  the  harbour — the  President  taking 
shelter  in  the  French  frigate.  A  provisional  govern- 
ment, consisting  of  Freetuosa,  Rivera,  Lavellega,  and 
Flores,  had  been  appointed.  The  revolutionary  party 
conducted  themselves  with  the  greatest  moderation,  and 
the  town  was  quiet — business  going  forward  as  usual. 
It  was  believed  at  Monte  Video  that,  should  there  be 
foreign  interference,  the  affairs  would  be  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  contending  parties. 


It  appears  by  accounts  from  Lagos,  on  the  Western 
coast  of  Africa,  that  the  British  have  again  been  engaged 
in  hostilities  there.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Lagos, 
the  stronghold  'of  the  slave-trade,  was  attacked  and 
taken  by  the  blockading  squadron  in  December  1851. 
Kossoko,  the  slave-dealer  and  usurper,  was  expelled  ; 
and  Akatoi,  the  rightful  ruler,  was  installed.  But 
some  of  his  subjects,  retaining  a  lingering  fondness  for 
the  slave-trade,  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  Kosioko, 
and  in  August  last  broke  out  into  open  rebellion. 
After  some  fighting  and  palavering,  Kossoko  joined  the 
insurgents  with  a  number  of  canoes  carrying  guns  and 
800  men.  They  fired  on  the  house  of  the  English 
consul,  and  he  hoisted  a  red  flag.     Fortunately,  Admiral 
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Bruce  arrived  in  the  Penelope,  and  Kossokofled.  Then 
the  troops  of  King  Akatoi  began  to  plunder  and  burn  all 
within  their,  reach.  On  the  3rd.  of  September  Akatoi 
died.  He  was  a  man  of  no  authority,  and  addicted  to 
drink.  Kossoko  now  sent  a  message  to  the  English 
consul,  to  say  that  he  should  come  and  take  possession 
of  the  town ;  at  the  same  time  he  stopped  all  com- 
munication witli  the  town.  Hereupon,  Commander 
Phillips,  apparently  by  order  of  the  consul,  sent  a  force 
to  join  the  troops  of  the  new  King  Docemo ;  and 
Kossoko  was  again  put  to  flight.  Lieutenant  Strickland 
of  the  Polyphemus  was  left  to  build  a  wall  for  the  de- 
fence of  Laaros. 


The  intelligence  from  Neio  York  comes  down  to  the 
12th  instant.  The  papers  are  much  filled  with  the  news 
of  the  elections,  and  ^speculations  as  to  the  disposal  of 
the  surplus  that  the  president  will  have  in  his  hands  on 
the  meeting  of  Congress.  There  is  little  general  news 
that  is  of  importance  to  the  English  public. 

A  Remarkable  Execution  by  Lynch  Law  has  taken 
place  at  Richmond,  Missouri.  On  the  morning  of  the 
12th  of  October,  Mr.  Benjamin  Allen,  a  respectable 
citizen  in  company  with  a  friend  arrived  in  the  town,  and, 
while  yet  on  horseback,  was  accosted  in  an  insolent 
manner  by  a  man  named  Obadiah  Wingo,  who,  gun  in 
hand,  told  him  he  must  retract  instanter  what  he  had 
said  about  him.  Allen  replied  calmly  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  anything  derogatory  to  his  character,  and 
desired  to  be  informed  of  what  he  had  referred  to, 
whereupon  Wingo  said  with  an  oath,  "  I'll  make  you 


retract,"  and  blew  ofi"  the  whole  of  Allen's  head.  What 
followed  is  related  by  the  local  journal ;  "  The  prisoner 
not  being  able  to  employ  counsel,  and  the  indignation  of 
the  whole  community  being  so  strong  against  him  that 
no  lawyer  would  volunteer  his  services,  the  court 
assigned  him  able  counsel,  and  appointed  Friday  for  the 
trial.  Wb.en  the  case  came  up,  the  prisoner  wished  his 
counsel  to  move  for  :t  change  of  venue.  His  counsel 
advised  him  not  to  make  such  a  motion,  stating  that  if 
tlie  motion  was  sustained  he  would  certainly  be  taken 
by  a  mob,  and  hanged  without  trial.  Hereupon  he 
dismissed  his  counsel,  and  undertook  the  management 
of  his  own  case.  He  then  ordered  a  subpoena  for  Mrs. 
Allen,  the  lady  of  the  man  whom  he  had  murdered, 
evidently  supposing  that  her  deep  distress  would  pre- 
vent her  attendance  in  court.  The  subpoena  was, 
however,  granted  ;  but  Avhether  the  attendance  of  Mrs. 
Allen  vas  procured  or  not  we  did  not  learn.  He  next 
stated  to  the  court  that  he  had  learned,  from  experience 
in  criminal  courts,  that  the  law  required  that  the 
prisoner  should  be  furnished  with  a  panel  of  the  venire 
that  was  to  decide  upon  his  case,  forty-eight  hours 
before  the  commencement  of  the  trial.  This  require- 
ment of  the  law  not  having  been  complied  with,  he 
demanded  a  continuance  of  the  case  until  the  next 
March  Term.  At  this  point  of  the  proceedings  the 
multitude  being  satisfied  that  his  only  design  was  delay, 
with  an  intention  to  make  his  escape,  determined  to 
take  tlie  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  dragging  the 
miserable  wretch  from  the  court,  immediately  hanged 
him." 


NARKATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


Still  on  the  mere  vergejof  the  winterpublishing  season, 
we  have  not  to  describe  many  books  of  importance  as 
having  appeared  during  the  past  month.  But  the  Master 
of  Trinity  College  has  issued  a  very  careful  and  complete 
edition  of  Grotius  De  Jure  Belli  et  Pads,  in  three 
octavo  volumes,  with  all  the  notes  of  the  author  and  of 
his  best  commentators,  and  with  an  a''ridged  translation 
into  English  by  Dr.  Whewell  himself,  in  which  the 
excellent  plan  is  adopted  of  giving  only  the  substance  of 
the  text  in  the  English  version,  without  attempting  to 
translate  those  abundant  flourishes  of  poetical  and  other 
quotations  with  which  the  page  of  Grotius  is  studded. 
Another  book  possessing  similar  interest  is  a  translation 
by  Dr.  Leonard'Schmitz  of  Niebuhr's  Lectiireson  Ancient 
Ethnography  and  Geology,  as  lately  published  in  Germany 
by  Dr.  Isler,  and  now  issued  in  volumes  uniform  with 
the  early  translations.  A  third  book  which  may  be 
excepted  from  the  somewhat  common-place  list  of  the 
past  month,  is  a  careful  library  edition  of  Sir  James 
Mackintosh's  History  of  England,  so  revised  and  put 
forth  by  the  author's  son  as  to  have  lost  much  of  the 
fragmentary  character  which  in  its  original  form  it 
possesses.  And  for  a  last  book  which  deserves  similar 
exception,  we  may  name  Miss  Martineau's  Translatioti 
and  Condensation  of  the  Positive  Philosophy  of 
Auguste  Comte. 

The  more  interesting  of  the  miscellaneous  books  have 
been, — a  volume  on  Civil  Liberty  and  Self- Government 
by  an  American  jurist.  Dr.  Francis  Lieber ;  a  History 
of  the  Anti- Corn- Laiv  I^eague  by  one  of  its  Executive 
Council,  Mr.  Archibald  Prentice,  who  bore  active  part 
in  its  most  energetic  proceedings ;  a  new  volume  of  the 
popular  edition  of  Lord  Mahon's  History  ;  a  republication 
of  the  pleasant  Love  Story  of  Dr.  Dove  and  his  wife, 
from  Southey's  Doctor ;  a  novel  called  The  Roses,  by 
the  writer  of  a  clever  story  which  attracted  attention 
some  years  ago;  a  collection  of  stories  by  another  lady- 
writer,  published  with  the  title  of  Ainllion ;  two  novels 
called  respectively  Walter  Evelyn,  or  the  Long  Minority, 
and  Savile  House,  which  form  part  of  tlie  attempts 
now  in  progress  to  publish  novels  at  a  third  of  their 
ordinary  price;  a  volume  by  Mr.  Laurence  Oliphant, 
very  opportune  to  present  occurrences  in  the  East,  on 
The  Russian  Shores  of  the  Black  Sea,  as  seen  in  the 
Autumn  of  1852 ;  a  child's  story  by  Mrs.  Bray,  and 
illustrated  by  Mr.  H.  K.  Browne,  called  A  Peep  at  the 


Pixies,  or  Legends  of  the  West ;  an  intelligent  volume 
by  Mr.  William  Westgarth  on  t^ictoria,  late  Australia 
Felix,  which  is  chiefly  devoted  to  a  descriptive  account 
of  the  gold  mines  of  the  colony  ;  a  volume  by  Professor 
Creasy  on  The  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  English  Con- 
stitution; a  collection  of  well-arranged  anecdotes,  by 
Mr.  James  Smith,  illustrative  of  the  Lights  and  Shadows 
of  Artist  Life  and  Character  ;  a  volume  of  Letters  from 
Spairi,  by  Mr.  Arthur  Kenyon  ;  a  translation  in  one 
volume,  amusingly  illustrated,  of  Mr.  Max  Schlesinger's 
Saunterings  in,  a7id  about  London;  a  volume,  chiefly 
compiled  from  the  official  returns  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  The  Ottoman  Empire  and  its  Resources,  by 
Dr.  Michelsen  ;  a  quaint  American  biography,  with  the 
title  of  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  a  True  Life  ;  portions  of  the 
new  and  separate  editions  of  the  various  treatises  in  the 
Encyclopcedia  Metropolitana ;  several  useful  volumes  in 
Mr.  Bohn's  various  Libraries  ;  a  new  and  enlarged  edi- 
tion of  Tegg's  Dictionary  of  Chronology ;  a,  Life  of  Robert 
Southey  in  one  small  volume,  by  Mr.  Charles  Browne  ;  a 
volume  of  curious  information,  by  Mr.  John  Calvert,  on 
The  Gold  Rocks  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which 
shows  what  has  heretofore  been  done,  and  may  yet  again 
be  attempted  in  the  way  ofGoldDiggingathome,:  auseful 
little  Handbook  to  the  Library  of  the  British  Museum, 
giving  all  needful  information  to  guide  the  student  tliere, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  Manuscript  Collections,  by 
Mr.  Richard  Sims  ;  a  pretty  little  translation  from  the 
French  of  Emile  Souvestre,  called  A  Peep  of  the  World 
from  a  Garret;  a  volume  of  Poems,  by  Mr.  Matthew 
Arnold ;  a  spirited  traveller's  book  on  Forest  Life  in 
Ceylon,  by  Mr.  Knighton;  and  a  translation  (from 
America)  of  the  Baron  de  Jomini's  Political  and  Mili- 
tary History  of  the  Campaign  of  Waterloo,  which  has 
at  least  the  novelty  of  being  completely  contradic- 
tory of  all  the  authoritative  English  versions  of  the 
battle. 

To  this  summary  it  will  suffice  to  add  that  the 
approach  of  Christmas  begins  to  show  itself  in 
gift  books,  guide  books,  and  almanacks.  The  great 
Post-office  Directory  has  made  its  appearance  in  more 
gigantic  bulk  than  ever.  Mr.  Punch  has  issued  his 
Pocket- Book.  The  Keepsake  and  Court  Album  again 
solicit  their  admirers.  And  Mr.  Charles  Knight  has 
published  his  most  useful  British  Almanack  and  Com- 
panion for  1854. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 
Bullion  ill  Bank  of  England  on  15th  inst.,  £15,819,357. 

LATEST   LONDON   PRICES. 

<5old,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  1  Silver  bars, stan.  per  oz.  5    21 
Do.,  dust,  „         3  16    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       ,,       5    1 


Latest  Cojiparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Paris 0-48  prem. 

Hamburgh  0'65     ,, 


New  York 0'17  disct. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents. 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1800 

Bank  Stock.  S  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June  

India  Bonds 


Highest. 


Lowest.  I    Latest. 


05i 
93J 
961 

218 
8s.  pm. ' 
4s.  pm. ! 


92 

051 

91 

911-4 

951 

94i 

5i 

5i 

212 

213-5 

par. 

5s.  pm. 

2s.  dis. 

4s.  pm. 

Receipts 

Paid. 

RAILWAYS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

since 
Jan.  I. 

100 

Brighton  &  S.  Co.ast 

97 

944 

04-5 

548,062 

all 

Blackwall     

84 

8 

71-8 

58,805 

100 

Caledonian  

37i 

51 

51-4  I 
57-9  ( 

643,697 

100 

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 

02i 

58 

aU 

Eastern  Counties  . . 

Vii 

12i 

lli-12i 

763,495 

Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

103 

101 

100-2 

246,549 

Gre.at  Northern 

86J 

79 

76i-74 

72.5,497 

100 

Great  Westeni    

84 

80 

80-1 

947.127 

100 

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 

m 

63 

02-3 

844,417 

100 

London  &  N.  Westii. 

103i 

lO.^i 

103-4 

2,179,746 

100 

Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

77 

73 

72-4 

570,550 

100 

Midland    

C3| 

594 

594-60 

1,105.526 

100 

South-East.  &  Dover 

02i 

594 

584-594 

745,722 

100 

York,  Newc.  &  Ber. 

654 

62 

624-34  I 
454-64/ 

1,168,152 

100 

York  &  N.  Midland 

49| 

46 

FOREIGN  LIST.— LATEST  prices. 


Funds. 
Brazili.an  5  per  cent.,  95-4 
Cliiliau  6  per  cent.,  994 
D.auish  5  per  cent.,  1034 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  ccrtific 


Dutcli  i  p.  cent.  ccrtiHc,  93-4 
French  44  per  cent.,   lOlt.  50c. 
Mexican  3  per  cent.,  25i 
Peruvian  3  per  cent.,  494 
Portuguese  4  per  cent..  40-3 
Russian  44  per  cent.,  III4 
Do.,      5  per  cent.,  112-4 
Spanisli  3  per  cent.,  46i 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  92i 


Railways. 

Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  Hi 
East  Belgian  Junct.  Ig 
Luxembourg,  II4 
Noi-tliem  of  France,  34| 
Norwegian  Trunk  Pref.  74  to  S 
Paris  and  Orleans,  464 
Paris  and  Lyons,  26|  pm. 
P.aris  and  Rouen,  41 
Paris  and  Strasbourg,  33 
Soutli  of  France,  91  pm. 
West  Flanders,  5         ,, 
West  of  France,  174 
Rouen  and  Havre,  204 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 


Mines. 

Australasian    

Australian   

Do.  Cordillera  . . . . 

Do.  Freehold 

Brit.  Australian    . 

Colonial  Gold 

Lake  B.athurst     . . . 

Port  Philip    

Australian  copper 


3  dis. 
i  prem. 


.  i  dis. 

i  pin. 

ipm. 
,  idis. 
4  prem. 


Railways. 

East  Indian 2i  pi-em. 

Upper  India par 

Ind.  Peninsula.  .6  to  C^  prem. 

Madras 11|      ,, 

Queb  .and  Rich- 
mond       lOidis. 


Banks. 

Australasian    S2  to  85 

Eng.  Scott,  and  Aust.  3  dis. 
Ind.  Aust.  and  China  |  dis. 
London  Aust.  and  India 
Lond.  Cliart.  of  Aus.  par-4pm. 

South  Australian 39-41 

Union  of  Australia  73  to  75 


Steam  Companies. 

Austr.al.asian  P.acific 34 

Australian  Roj'al  Mail. .  34 

Eastern  Ste.am  Navig 11 

General  Screw  St.  Ship  . .    12 
Peu-.ns.  &  Orient.   St.  Nav.  75 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultural,  43-5 
Van  Diemen's  I^md,  I54-I64 
South  Australi.an  Land,  36-7 


North  British  Australian.  |  p 

Peel  River  Land |  p. 

Scott  Austr.  Invest..  1|  p.m. 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 
CORN — imperial  weekly  average. 


Ueek 
endinf^— 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Rye. 

Beans. 

Teas. 

S.      ('. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

s.      rf. 

,'. 

d. 

S.        1^ 

Oct.  22 

08     11 

40      7 

24       2 

38      4 

45 

7 

50       7 

—    29 

69       1 

40      9 

24       S 

40     10 

48 

4 

51     10 

Nov.  5 

71       9 

41      3 

25       5 

43       0 

48 

10 

53       3 

—    12 

73       7 

42       2 

25       5 

42       7 

49 

9 

56       7 

—   17 

72      9 

42      3 

26       0 

43     11 

52 

6 

56      7 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt,  P.ale,  per  qr.  68  to 
Malting  Barley  „  42  — 
O.ats,  best.  „        27  — 

Wheat,  White,       „        62  — 
Flour- 
Town  m.ade,  per  sk.  65  — 
Country    liousehold  54  — 
American,  per  barl.  34  — 
Indian  Corn,    per  qr.    36  — 
Cattle —  .'.    d.    s. 

Beasts,     per  st. 


Calves 

Sheep ,, 

Pigs    ,, 

Wool,  per  lb. — 
South    Downs 


4  to  3 

5  — 4 
2  —  4 

4  —  4 


1     2  —  1 


Kentish  fleeces    1    4  —  1     6 
German  Elect.    3     6  —  5     6 

Australian 1    4  —  2    5 

Cape    0    7  —  1     7 

Spanish 1     2  —  2    1 

Metals. 

Copper,  Cakes,  p.  tou  126f.  5s. 

Iron,  Pigs,  S;.  19s.  to  4'.  15s. ; 
Rails,  8L  10s.  Lead,  Englisli 
Pig,  23^  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg,  ni.  to  I.  Tin, 
English  block,  120;.;  B,anc.a, 
120i.  ;  Spelter,  311.  ;  Zinc, 
31(. 

Provisions. 

Bacon,   per  cwt. — Irish,  56s. 

to  60s.  ;  American,  64s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  81b., 

2s.  8(i.  to  4s.  Cti. ,  Irish  ludiii, 

pertr.,  140s.;  Hambro',  137s. 

American,  130s.  to  14.5s. 
Butter — Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

\Zd.    to    10('.  ;    Dorset,    per 

cwt.,  96s.  to  108.9.;  Irisli,  90s. 

to  102s.  ;  Dutch,  104s.  to  108;;. 

Cheese — Cheshire,  jier  cwt., 
56s.  to  66s.  ;  Dutch,  C6s.  ; 
Wiltshire,  50s.  to  08s. 

Hams  —  York,  75s.  to  Has.  ; 
Irish,  76.'!.  to  80s.  ;  West- 
phalia, 60s.  to  70s. 

Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,  per 
S  lb.,  3s.  6rf.  to  5s.  2d. 

Potatoes,  per  ton,  130s.  to 
180s. 

Pork,  per  81b., 3s.  4r?. to 4s.  Wd. 

Veal,  3s.  Qd.  to  4s.  8d. 


I.    s.       I.  s. 

Hay per  load  5    8  to  5  10 

Clover..         ,,  0    4—06 

Straw..         ,,  1  12  — 1  14 

Linseed  e.ake,  per  tou,  10(.  to 

10;.  10s. ;  Rape  cake,  ditto,  U. 

Bones,  ditto,  41.  4s. 

Hops. — Kents,   210s.  to  300s.  ; 

Sussex,  200.V.  to  231s.     Duty 

Nov  7,  152,6771.  Os  44(;. 

Poultry — Capons,  3s.  — 4s.  (Sd. ; 

Fowls,    2s.  —  3s.  ;     Chicks, 

2s.  Orf.— 3s.  Orf.;  Ducks,  2.'!.  9d.; 

Geese,  5s.  6(', — 5s. ;  Turkeys, 

3s.  M. — 5s.  ;  Pigeons,  M. 

Hides,    &c.  —  Market,    96  1b., 

4t;.— 4i<;.  ;  do.,    do.,   50  lb., 

2|d. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lb., 

5s.  6(^. ;  do.,  Ilorse-hides,  Os. ; 

Ox  and  Cow  horns,  per  123, 

21s.  —  63s.    Rough    Tallow, 

30s. 

Oils. 

Gallipoli  per  ton,  66?. ;  Sperm, 
87/.  ;  Pale  Seal,  38^  10s.  ; 
Rape,  42/.  to43/.  ;  Cocoa-uut, 
45L  to46/.10s. ;  Palm,41(.10s. ; 
Linseed,  29i.  lOs. 

Tallow  —  Australian,  Beef. 
52?.  5s.  to  55i.  5s. ;  Sheep,  50(. 
to57(.  5s.  ;  Y.  C,  56L  5s. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  34s. 
to  40s. ;   Bahia,  26s.   to  2Ss. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 46s.  M.  to  47.<!.  ;  Do., 
Plantation.  64s.  to  S2s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 72s.  to  S2s.  ;  Jamaica, 
63s.  to  90s.  ;  Java,  50s.  to 
56s.  Costa  Rica,  54s.  to  &0s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  22s. 
to  26s.  6d.;  Bengal,  14s.  to 
16s.  ;P.atna.l6s.  to22s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes.  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  39s.  ;  M.auritius,32.'!.6r«. 
to  37s.  6(Z.  ;  Bengal,  37s.  to 
40s.  Gd. ;  Madr.as,  30s.  to 
33.S.  Gd.  ;  Havannah,  34s.  to 
40s.  Gd. 

Do.,  Refined — Bastard  lumps, 
44s.  to  48s.  Gd  ;  Bastards, 
25s.  Gd.  to  30s.  6c(. ;  Crushed, 
31s.  to  31s.  Gd. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  lOd.)— 
Congou,  ]s.  2irf.  to  2.'!.  id.; 
Souchong,  Is.  2d.  to  2s.  Gd. ; 
Hyson,  Is.  4rf.  to  3.«.  Orf.; 
Assam,  Is.  Gd.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1S.53. 

Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  Sept.  30  . . . 
Oct 

47,417 
3,918 

29,788 
362 

166,595 
20,811 

1,919 
208 

263,855 
25,299 

To  Oct.  31 ... . 

■  51,335 

30,150 

187,406 

2,127 

289,154 

Current  Rates  of  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Australian  Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 


London. . 
Livei-pool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  .. 


Cahin. 

£45  to  65 

45  — 

50 

.35- 

45 

45  — 

50 

Inter- 
mediate. 


£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 


Steerage. 


£20  to  25 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14  —  10 


Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 


£4  10  to  £7 
4  10—  6 
4  0—5 
4    10—    5 
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NAEEATIVE  OF  POLITICS. 


The  Government  have  adopted  the  siiggestions  thrown 
out  so  frequently,  and  from  so  many  quarters,  during 
the  discussion  of  the  India  Bill  last  session,  to  convert 
the  place  of  one  of  the  Joiiit  Secretaries  of  the  Board  of 
Control  into  a  permanent  office.  Hitherto  the  two  joint 
secretaryships  of  the  board  were  parliamentary  offices, 
and  the  several  secretaries  went  in  and  out  of  office  with 
each  successive  administration.  But  the  necessity  of 
having  a  permanent  officer  of  that  rank  has  long  been 
felt,  and  it  has  now  been  determined  to  assimilate  the 
chief  office  for  the  government  of  India,  to  the  offices  of 
the  Secretaries  of  State  in  that  particular.  It  is  known 
that  of  the  two  Under  Secretaries  of  State  in  each 
department  of  Home,  Foreign,  and  Colonial  affairs,  one 
is  attached  permanently  to  the  office,  without  a  seat  in 
parliament,  and  attends  mainly  to  the  legal  and  depart- 
mental business ;  whilst  the  other  is  in  parliament, 
attends  chiefly  to  the  legislative  business,  and  goes  in 
and  out  of  office  with  the  Ministry.  Sir  Thomas 
Redington,  K.C.B.,  is  appointed  to  the  permanent  secre- 
taryship Tinder  the  new  arrangement. 

A  great  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Bristol  was  held  on 
the  16th  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  deputation 
from  the  Ballot  Society  of  London,  and  of  petitioning 
the  House  of  Commons  to  introduce  into  any  new 
measure  of  reform  a  provision  for  taking  the  votes  of 
ellectors  by  Ballot.  Mr.  Joseph  Coates,  one  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  city,  presided.  The  principal  speaker 
was  Colonel  Perronet  Thomson.  A  petition  to  the 
above  effect  was  unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  announced  on  the  16th  inst.  that  Viscount 
Palmerston  had  resigned  his  office  of  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department.  His  resignation,  however, 
has  not  been  accepted,  and  he  has,  it  is  stated,  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  withdraw  it. 

A  great  meeting  was  held  at  Newcastle  on  the  12th 
inst.,  convened  by  the  mayor  on  a  requisition  of  inha- 
bitants, to  consider  the  propriety  of  petitioning  her 
Majesty  to  co-operate  vigorously  with  France  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  mayor  was  in 
the  chair.  Two  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  first  declared,  that  not  only  the  cause  of  Turkey, 
but  that  of  European  liberty  and  civilisation,  is  placed 
in  imminent  peril  by  the  unprovoked  and  unprincipled 
aggressions  of  Russia.  The  second  declared,  that  "  the 
exigency  has  now  assumed  a  shape  which  renders  it  in- 
dispensable that  her  Majesty  should  seek  the  advice  of 
her  Parliament  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order 
that  the  British  nation  may  know  the  position  in  which 
they  stand  with  the  aggressive  power,  Russia;  and  may 
be  c;illed  upon  (a  call  to  which  we  doubt  not  they  will 
cheerfully  respond)  to  make  such  exertions  and  such 
sacrifices  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  her  Majesty  at 
once  to  cement  her  alliance  with  the  French  nation  and 
their  Emperor,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  consistent 
and  vigorous  resistance  to  the  policy  and  proceedings  of 
the  Russian  Government." 


NARRATIVE  OF  LAW  AND  CRIME. 

A  DREADFUL  Jl/wrrfer  has  been  committed  at  Leighton 
Buzzard.  Abel  Burrows,  a  married  man  of  thirty-seven, 
was  the   criminal ;    and   a  poor  old   woman,   Charity 


Glenister,  seventy-six  years  of  age,  the  victim  of  his 
wanton  ferocity.  Burrows  is  a  man  of  dissipated  habits  ; 
once  an  ardent  follower  of  Primitive  Methodism,  and 
accustomed  to  talk  of  sacred  subjects  under  the  influence 
of  drink ;  he  had  left  his  wife,  and  lived  with  another 
woman.  On  Friday  morning,  the  2.5th  ult.,  he  went  to 
his  father's  cottage,  where  Charity  lodged.  Soon  after- 
wards Charity  ran  into  a  neighb(mr's  house,  pursued  by 
Burrows,  armed  with  a  large  hammer  of  the  kind  used 
by  road-men  to  break  stones.  The  door  of  the  house 
had  been  closed,  but  Burrows  broke  it  open.  Charity 
ran  up  the  stairs  to  an  iipper  room  :  Burrows  followed, 
seized  her  by  her  gown,  and  struck  her  three  times  on 
the  head  with  the  hammer,  smashing  her  skull. 
Burrows  was  subsequently  apprehended  by  a  constable. 
He  exclaimed  that  Charity  had  ruined  him  and  his 
mother — he  was  glad  he  had  kiUed  her.  He  was  com- 
mitted to  prison  by  the  magistrates  ;  and  a  coroner's 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against  him. 
The  murderer  subsequently  confessed  his  crime,  and 
said  he  had  committed  it  because  the  woman  had  often 
breathed  the  devil  into  his  mother.  He  knew  when  she 
w^as  in  the  room  because  it  always  smelt  of  brimstone. 
When  he  was  told  that  the  poor  woman  w.as  dead,  he 
exclaimed  exnltingly,  "  Ah,  I  am  glad  of  that,  it  is  a 
very  good  thing  ;  Glory  to  God — glory,  glory,  glory  ; 
Hallelujah,  Amen ! ' 

A  number  of  Actions  against  the  Australian  Royal 
Mail  Company  were  brought  by  passengers  on  board  the 
Melbourne  steamer,  on  her  recent  voyage  home  from 
Sydney,  for  damages  in  consequence  of  nonfulfilmeut 
of  contract  with  respect  to  accommodation.  In  one  of 
these  actions,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  G.  Smith,  the 
trial  began  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  on  the  30th 
ult.  and  closed  on  the  3rd  inst.  It  appeared  that 
Mr.  Smith  had  paid  ill.  10s.  for  a  second-class  passage  ; 
but  when  he  got  on  board,  he  was  put  into  a  berth  in 
the  steerage,  where  there  were  fifty  or  sixty  passengers  ; 
that  there  was  no  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
purposes  of  cleanliness  or  decency  ;  and  that  the  bread 
and  provisions  were  bad.  The  jury  gave  a  verdict  in  his 
favour,  damages,  70^.  Some  discussion  then  ensued 
between  the  Court  and  the  counsel  about  amalgamating 
the  other  actions ;  and  ultimately  it  was  agreed,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  that  a  verdict 
should  be  taken  in  all  the  cases  with  .50/.  damages  in 
each,  except  in  the  cases  of  two  married  couples,  in 
which  the  damages  should  be  101.  each. 

The  New  Act  on  Betting-houses  came  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  inst.  A  penalty  of  100/.  is  to  be 
enforced  on  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a  betting-house,  or 
six  months'  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour  ; 
and  .30/.  on  a  person  receiving  money,  on  condition  of 
paying  money  in  the  event  of  any  bet,  or  three  months' 
imprisonment,  and  money  so  received  may  be  recovered. 
A  penalty  of  30/.,  or  two  months'  imprisonment,  may  be 
enforced  on  persons  exhibiting  placards,  or  advertising 
betting-houses. 

A  Murderous  Affray,  arising  out  of  an  unpaid  election 
bill,  has  taken  place  at  Moate,  Westmeath.  Peter 
Kelly,  a  publican,  who  resides  in  Moate,  holds  an 
extensive  farm  from  Mr.  Magan,  M.P.  Killy,  during 
the  late  election,  was  a  warm  supporter  and  agent  of 
Captain  Magan,  keeping  oppn  house  for  his  voters  and 
mobsmen,  for  which  service  Kelly  furnished  a  bill  of  7i/. 
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This  sum  the  captain  declined  to  pay,  but  offei-ed  the 
half,  which  was  refused.  Kelly  commenced  proceedings 
at  law  against  his  landlprd  for  the  recovery  of  his 
claim;  which,  as  he  alleged,  so  enraged  tlie  latter  that 
he  distrained  Kelly's  crops  for  the  rent  due  tlie  1st  of 
November,  ami  the  produce  of  the  distress  was  sold  on 
the  18th  ult.,  Captain  Magan  being  himself  the  pur- 
chaser. The  corn  was  removed  to  the  premises  of 
Kelly's  under-tenant,  Green,  who,  it  appears,  i?  in 
Captain  Magan's  interest.  Su  far,  all  went  on  smoothly. 
But  Kelly,  having  paid  the  rent  of  the  whole  farm, 
including  Green's  portion,  imagined  that  his  turn  had 
now  Come  to  jilay  vhe  tenant-right  landlord.  Accord- 
ingly he  distrained  the  corn  which  had  formerly  been 
his  own  properly,  an<l  which  he  now  found  on  Green's 
land.  As  if  in  anticipation  of  some  such  proceeding 
Ca|)tain  Magan  came  in  person  from  Cloneral,  his 
residence  in  the  King's  County,  attended  by  a  large 
number  of  his  own  retainers,  with  horses  and  carts,  to 
remove  the  property,  whereupon  Kelly  raised  his  faction 
in  the  neighliourhood  to  defend  his  "  rights."  Upwards 
of  500  men  assembled  on  both  sides.  At  first  the  fight 
was  carried  on  by  each  party's  thrashing  each  other  with 
the  sheaves  of  the  disputed  corn,  till  they  fought  knee- 
deep  in  grain.  SticUs  and  stones  succeeded;  and,  after 
a  prolonged  battle.  Captain  Magan  withdrew  his  forces, 
leaving  a  man  named  Moylan,  who  belonged  to  Kelly's 
faction,  dead  on  the  field,  one  of  his  own  men  being  liadly 
wounded  in  the  head  by  a  blow  of  a  stone.  Moylan's 
instant  death  was  caused  by  the  shaft  of  a  cart,  which 
struck  him  on  tlie  breast.  He  has  left  a  wife  and  five 
children.  Subsequently  Captain  Magan  effected  a 
seizure. 

In  the  suit  brought  by  the  York  and  North  Midland 
Bailway  Company  against  Mr.  George  Hudson  for 
6-1, 000^,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  gave  judgment  on  the 
3rd  iiist.  in  favour  of  the  Company;  Mr.  Hudson  being 
required  to  pay  20,000/.  into  court  by  the  11th  of  ne.xt 
month,  and  the  remainder  by  the  loth  of  Ajiril.  Among 
the  sums  involved  in  tliis  amount  was  one  of  6300A, 
which  Mr.  Hudson  had  stated  in  his  answer  to  have 
been  distributed  by  him  in  the  shape  of  shares  to  certain 
persons  of  influence  connected  with  the  landed  interest 
and  Parliament  for  their  support  to  the  line;  and 
another  of  3120/.,  which  had  been  paid  by  him  to  the 
Corporation  o(  York  fnr  legal  expenses  incurred  by  them 
in  favour  of  tlie  undertaking.  With  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  first  of  these  cases,  Mr.  Hudson 
rested  his  inaliility  to  furnish  an  explanation  of  them  on 
the  ground  that  the  shares  in  question  had  been  distri- 
buted under  a  pledge  of  secrecy,  and  that  he  conse- 
quently couUi  not  in  honour  divulge  publicly  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  had  accepted  them,  although  he  would 
have  been  willing  to  do  so  to  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
private.  The  Court,  however,  could  take  no  cognizance 
of  that  offer,  and  held  Mr.  Hudson  accountable,  at  the 
same  time  condemning  the  transaction  as  alike  wrong 
on  the  part  of  the  L'iver  and  the  receivers.  With  re- 
spect to  the  sum  paid  to  the  Corporation  of  York,  the 
Court  had  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Hudson  had  bona  fide  paid 
the  money  ;  Init,  as  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  they 
decided  that  he  must  refund  it,  although  the  require- 
ment seemed  rather  oppressive.  As  to  the  conduct  of 
the  corporation  in  lending  itself  to  the  objects  out  of 
whicli  the  payment  anise,  the  Court  thought  it  unne- 
cessary to  express  an  opininn. 

At  Liverpool  Assizes,  Thomas  Moore  was  tried  for  the 
Murder  of  two  Utile  Boys,  the  children  of  a  woman  with 
whom  he  lived.  The  evidence  showed  that  one  morning 
betook  the  children  out;  the  three  were  seen  going 
towards  a  particular  part  of  a  canal :  in  the  afternoon 
Moore  entered  a  house  to  dry  his  clothes  ;  he  said  he  had 
got  wet  by  slipping  into  a  river  while  helping  a  woman  to 
get  a  can  of  water.  When  he  returned  home  at  night 
he  inquired  for  the  children,  saying  he  had  sent  a  message 
by  them  respecting  liis  dinner,  wliich  he  wished  to  be 
sent  to  him,  and  that  he  had  given  the  eldest  one  an 
umbrella.  Seai-ch  was  made  for  the  cliildren.  At  last 
the  'bodies  were  found  in  llie  canal  near  whirh  Moore 
had  been  seen ;  the  water  was  drained  off,  and  the 
umbrella  was  found  sticking  in  the  mud.  A  number  of 
circumstances  cast  suspicion  on  Moore.  The  children 
were  entered  in  burial-clubs  for  19/.  4*. ;  but  the  mother 


had  done  this,  and  the  grandfather  received  the  money. 
There  was  no  direct  evidence  that  Moore  murdered  the 
children.  His  counsel  enlarged  upon  this,  and  urged 
that  there  was  no  motive  for  so  heinous  a  crime :  the 
children,  on  their  way  home  with  the  message  and  the 
umbrella,  had  doubtless  been  playing  on  the  canal-bank 
and  had  fallen  in.  Baron  Aiderson  thought  there  was 
an  absence  of  motive  and  a  lack  of  evidence.  The  jury 
pronounced  a  verdict  of  "  Not  guilty." 

At  the  same  assizes  the  grand  jury  made  the  following 
presentment  on  the  subject  of  Burial  Clubs: — "The 
grand  jury  are  unwilling  to  separate  without  recording 
their  unanimous  opinion  that  the  interference  of  tlie 
legislature  is  imperatively  called  for  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
present  system  of  money  payments  by  burial  societies. 
From  the  cases  brought  before  them  at  the  present 
assizes,  as  well  as  from  past  experience,  the  grand  jury 
have  no  doubt  that  the  system  operates  as  a  direct 
incentive  to  murder,  and  that  many  of  their  fellow-beings 
are  year  after  year  hurried  into  eternity  by  those  most 
closely  united  to  them  by  the  ties  of  nature  and  of  blood, 
if  not  of  affection,  for  the  sake  of  the  few  pounds  to 
which,  by  the  rules  of  the  societies  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted, the  survivors  are  entitled.  The  continuance  of 
such  a  state  of  things  is  too  fearful  to  contemplate,  and 
as  a  simple  remedy  suggests  itself,  without  impairing  the 
usefulness  of  sick  and  benefit  societies,  the  scope  and 
subject  of  which  are  admitted  to  be  both  humane  and 
beneficial,  the  grand  jury  would  respectfully  but  earnestly 
request  that  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities  may 
at  once  be  directed  to  this  painful  object.  The  misdirec- 
tion of  these  funds,  the  alarming  increase  in  crimes  of 
violence,  accompanied  by  the  barbarous  use  of  the  knife 
—the  lamentable  prevalence  of  strikes  among  the  working 
classes,  arising  from  the  ill-understood  relations  of  work 
people  and  their  employers,  and  leading  inevitably  to 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  other  calamitous  results,  have 
forcibly  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  grand  jury  the 
great  importance  of  extending  the  means  of  imparting 
education  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  for  it  is  their 
unanimous  opinion  that  no  solid  foundation  for  any 
abiding  and  salutary  change  in  the  haliits  and  pursuits 
of  the  poorer  cl  isses  in  this  country  can  be  lioped  for, 
unless  such  change  is  based  upon  the  education  and 
training  of  the  young  ;  that  the  charge  for  the  education 
of  this  class  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  rest,  to  so  large 
an  extent  as  it  now  does,  upon  the  benevolent  exertions 
of  the  wise  and  good ;  that  there  is  a  duty,  and  a 
pecuniary  responsibility,  as  regards  education,  and  that 
this  responsibility  is  one  which  the  legislature  ought 
no  longer  to  shun.  W.  Erown,  Foreman." — Baron 
Aiderson,  said  : — "  I  think  you  have  done  a  very  great 
service  by  bringing  this  presentment  before  the  court. 
I  will  take  care"  that  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Home 
Secretary." 

An  investigation  has  taken  place  before  Mr.  Wakley,  the 
coroner,  respecting  the  Death  of  James  Walsh,  an  Infant 
two  months  old.  The  child's  jiarents  were  inmates  of 
Marylebone  workhouse  in  the  <  arly  part  of  the  year  ;  and 
left  it  at  their  own  request.  Walsh  is  a  marble  polisher, 
but  he  is  paralysed,  and  cannot  follow  his  trade.  His 
wife  appears  idniost  imbecile.  She  was  confined  on  the 
26th  September.  The  couple  were  then  in  great  distress  ; 
they  received  out-door  relief,  but  quite  inadequate  for 
their  support.  Afterwards  they  became  houseless.  They 
applied  to  be  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  but  were 
refused,  though  the  out-door  relief  was  continued.  One 
night  they  were  on  the  workhouse  steps  for  hours,  but 
the  porter  did  not  admit  them,  or  inform  the  master  that 
they  were  there.  On  another  occasion,  they  walked  the 
streets  nearly  all  night.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening 
of  the  22d  November,  the  infant  died  in  the  mother's 
arms,  in  the  street,  near  St.  Giles's  church.  She  had 
covered  it  up  as  warmly  as  she  cou  d  with  ragged 
garments,  and  hugged  it  close  to  her  body  to  shield  it 
(urther  from  the  weather — indeed,  she  seems  to  have 
been  fatally  over-careful  of  the  child.  Mr.  Joseph,  a 
surgeon,  had  seen  the  child  some  days  before;  it  was 
then  plump  and  healthy  :  from  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion, lie  thought  that  death  had  been  caused  by  congestion 
of  the  lungs  from  breathing  impure  air;  he  presumed 
the  poor  mother  had  caused  this  suffocation  in  endeavour- 
ing  to  keep  the  child  warm  while  wandering  in  the 
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streets.  Of  coui-se,  if  the  parents  had  been  in  the  work- 
house the  infant  would  not  have  been  exposed  to  this 
fate.  The  coi'oner  remarked  that  this  was  an  important 
case,  for  if  the  Poor-law  were  carried  out  generally  as  it 
had  been  in  this  instance,  it  would  be  a  curse  rather  than 
a  blessing  to  the  poor,  as  no  man  could  know  his  fate  if 
he  became  utterly  destitute  :  the  Poor-law  commissioners 
had  decided  that  even  a  casual  pauper  who  is  houseless 
is  entitled  to  admission ;  in  this  case  the  Walshes  had  a 
settlement,  and  had  actually  been  in  the  house  six 
months  before.  The  jury  found  this  verdict — "  That 
James  Walsh  died  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  18o3, 
from  congestion  and  inflammation,  caused  by  cold  and 
exposure  to  the  night-air;  and  the  jury  are  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  great  culpability  attaches  to  Messrs. 
Poland  and  Russell,  Directors  of  the  Poor,  and  to  Mr. 
Mess<^r,  Assistuut- Overseer,  for  not  admitting  the  child 
and  parents  into  the  workhouse  when  application  had 
been  made  hy  the  parents  of  the  deceased,  stating  that 
they  were  utterly  destitute." 

A  singular  case  has  occurred  of  Contempt  of  the 
Authority  of  English  Law  by  a  Russian  Naval  Officer. 
Two  Russian  frigates,  the  Aurora  and  the  Navarin,  were 
lately  allowed  to  enter  Portsmouth  harbour  for  pur- 
poses of  repair.  Some  time  ago  some  of  the  sailors 
belonging  to  those  ships  not  relishing  the  service  in 
which  they  had  been  compulsorily  engaged,  determined 
to  leave  the  service  of  the  Czar.  Accordingly  six  of  them 
having  contrived  to  get  on  shore  at  Portsmouth,  pro- 
ceeded towards  London,  and  had  nearly  reached  Guild- 
ford, when  they  were  overtaken  by  an  officer  of  the 
Aurora,  accompanied  by  an  English  inspector  of  pnlice, 
and  were  by  them  brought  bick  by  railway  to  Ports- 
mouth. Here  they  were  placed  on  board  the  English 
ship  Victorious,  that  vessel  having  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  captain  of  the  Aurora  for  the  accom- 
modation of  himself  and  his  crew.  The  deserters  were 
confined  on  board  the  Victorious,  and  were  subjected  to 
severe  corporal  punishment.  These  infractions  of  the 
law  of  England  became  known  in  London.  Persons 
proceeded  to  Portsmouth  to  ascertain  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  on  their  instructions  an  affidavit  was 
made  in  due  form,  and  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  was 
issued  by  Mr.  Justice  Wightman,  directed  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Martin,  to  Captain  Scott,  the  Captain  of  the 
Guard-ship  of  the  Ordinary;  to  the  Captain  of  the 
Russian  frigate  Aurora,  and  to  any  other  person  having 
the  custody  of  the  sailors  in  question,  commanding  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Queen  to  have  the  bodies  of  the  said 
sailors  immediately  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
England.  On  this  writ  being  served  on  Rear-Admiral 
Martin,  he  declined  to  obey  it  until  he  communicated 
with  the  Admiralty.  Captain  Scott  being  absent  on 
leave,  could  not  be  served,  but  the  writ  was  served  upon 
Commander  Worsfold,  officiating  for  Captain  Seott  in  his 
absence.  This  officer's  answer  was  that  he  would  con- 
sult the  officer  commanding  in  chief  at  Portsmouth. 
The  writ  was  next  taken  to  the  captain  of  the  Aurora. 
The  Russian  declined  receiving  it  (although  its  nature 
was  fully  explained  to  him)  except  through  the  Russian 
ambassador  or  consul.  The  consul  being  absent  the 
vice-consul  was  waited  on  and  his  assistance  requested, 
but  he  positively  refused  to  interfere,  alleging  the  absence 
of  his  superior  as  his  excuse.  The  writ  was  then  again 
taken  on  board  the  Aurora,  .but  the  person  bearing  it 
was  refused  access  to  the  captain  and  not  allowed  to 
come  on  board,  and  when  it  was  tendered  to  the  lieu- 
tenant, who  appeared  at  the  gangway,  that  officer 
declined  receiving  it.  The  bearer  then,  as  he  went  down 
the  side  of  the  ship,  'placed  it  in  through  one  of  the 
porthides,  but  the  lieutenant  having  perceived  this,  took 
the  writ  up  and  threw  it  from  the  ship,  and  it  fell  into 
a  boat  alongside.  Writs  were  again  sent  down  from 
London,  addressed  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  Commander  Wor»f'old,  of  the  Neptune,  com- 
manding them  in  the  Queen's  name  to  produce  not  only 
the  six  men  in  question  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
but  also  to  bring  the  Russian  captain  himself  before  that 
dignitary.  These  officers,  however,  again  declined  to 
obey  the  writ,  except  bv  the  orders  of  the  Admiralty; 
and  the  Russian  captain  cut  the  matter  short,  by  sailing 
before  any  further  step  could  be  taken. 

The  Rev.   H.   F.   Hewgill,  cuiate  of  Crofton,   near 


Fareham,  Hants,  was  brought  on  the  9th  inst.  before  the 
magistrates,  at  Fareham,  on  a  charge  ot  Obtaining  Money 
tmder  False  Pretences.  On  the  17th  of  November  last 
the  accused,  who  has  resided  in  the  parish  about 
eighteen  months,  and  is  a  married  man,  thirty-fonr  years 
of  age,  having  a  wife  and  four  children,  suddenly  left 
Crofton  with  a  young  woman  named  Maefarlane,  the 
daughter  of  a  pensioner  living  in  the  village,  who  has 
lately  filled  the  office  of  mistress  at  the  village  school. 
During  the  absence  of  the  rector  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  at  Bournemouth,  the  general  duties  of  the  parish 
and  the  superintendence  of  the  village  school  devolved 
upon  the  curate,  who  had,  therefore,  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  conversing  with  the  schoolmistress,  and  a 
close  intimacy  sprang  up  between  them.  The  missing 
pair  were  traced  to  Boulogne,  where  they  remained  for 
about  a  week,  living  in  the  first  style,  and  frequenting 
the  theatre  and  other  places  of  amusement.  From 
Boulogne  they  returned  to  England,  and  having  spent 
some  time  in  Liudon,  afterwards  visited  various  parts  of 
the  country,  until  at  length  the  young  woman  was 
deserted  hy  the  clergyman,  in  the  metropolis,  without 
a  penny  in  her  pocket.  Soon  afterwards  the  seducer 
was  apprehended  in  Londim,  and  sent  to  Fareham, 
where  a  crowd  had  assembled  at  the  railway  station,  and 
expressed  their  indignation  by  hooting,  hissing,  an  1 
groaning.  The  young  woman  was  brought  to  Fareham 
and  handed  over  to  her  relations.  On  Mr.  Hewgill's 
examination  before  the  magistrates,  several  tradesmen 
preferred  charges  against  him  of  having  obtained  money 
from  them  on  false  pretences  ;  and  he  was  committed 
for  trial  at  the  next  assizes. 

The  police  reports  contain  every  day  cases  of  savage 
Assaults  on  Women.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
most  recent ; — .\.t  the  Thames  office  the  depositions  were 
received  of  a  woman  named  Flyiin,  who,  owing  to  the 
brutality  of  her  husband,  was  lying  in  a  very  precarious 
state,  whi('h  offers  little  hope  of  her  recovery.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  these — On  the  morning  of  Sunday 
week  police-constable  Defaets  found  the  injured  woman 
in  the  London  Hopital,  under  the  hands  of  the  surgeon, 
who  was  dressing  her  arm.  He  asked  her  by  whom  the 
injury  had  been  inflicted,  to  which  she  replied  that  her 
husband  did  it  with  a  chopper.  The  constable  went  to 
his  house,  and  took  him  from  his  bed,  beside  which  the 
chopper,  a  large  and  heavy  instrument,  was  lying. 
When  told  of  the  charge,  he  said,  '■  Yes,  I  did  it,"  but 
in  his  defence  before  the  magistrate,  when  first 
examined,  he  said  it  was  his  wife's  fault,  and  that  she 
fell  against  the  axe.  In  her  present  deposition,  having 
been  warned  that  her  life  vras  in  danger,  she  said  it  was 
all  accidental.  Her  husband  was  always  kind  and  good 
to  her — too  kind,  and  too  good.  They  quarrelled 
sometimes,  of  course,  as  she  would  occasionally  take  a 
drop,  but  she  was  sure  he  would  not  willingly  injure 
her.  At  the  conclusion  of  her  evidence  Mr.  Yardley 
permitted  the  prisoner  to  go  at  large  on  his  own  re- 
cognizances.— At  Worship  Street,  R.  Stanton,  a  horse- 
hreaker,  was  charged  with  a  brutal  assault  upon 
Margaret  Robertson,  a  young  woman  with  whom  he 
cohabited.  The  prisoner  had  struck  her  a  terrible  blow 
on  the  forehead  with  an  iron  tea-kettle.  A  certiHeate 
from  the  house-surgeon  of  the  London  Hospital  was 
handed  to  the  magistrate,  stating  that  she  was  now  out 
of  danger.  The  prisoner  said  that  he  was  very  sorry  for 
what  had  happened,  but  he  was  greatly  exasperated  at 
the  time,  and  he  understood  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of 
the  complainant  to  prefer  any  charge  against  him.  Mr. 
D'Eyncourt  ordered  him  to  be  committed  ami  kept  to 
hard  labour  for  six  months. — At  Bow  Street,  H. 
Bennett,  a  carpenter,  who  has  been  repeatedly  fined  at 
this  court  tor  ill-treatin.;  his  wife,  was  charged  with 
assauting  her  in  a  ferocious  manner  in  Drury  Lane. 
The  complainant,  whose  face  was  sadly  disfigured, 
stated  that  she  had  not  lived  with  the  prisoner  since  her 
last  complaint  against  him,  but  got  a  living  for  herself 
and  her  two  little  children  without  his  assistance.  She 
met  him  accidentally  in  Drury  Lane,  and,  having  her 
face  tied  up  at  the  time,  he  asked  her  what  was  the 
matter ;  She  said  that  she  had  the  face-ache,  and 
passed  on  to  avoid  him,  not  wishing  to  have  anything 
further  to  say  to  him.  He  followed  her  up,  however, 
saying,    with   a  coarse    expression,    "  I'll    make    your 
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cheeks  ache  a  little  more,"  and  struckher  ablow  in  the 
face,  which  knocked  her  down.  He  then  raised  her  head 
from  the  ground,  and  struck  her  a  succession  of  blows 
on  both  sides  of  the  head  with  his  clenched  fist.  She 
managed  to  crawl  into  a  shop,  and  was  there  protected 
from  the  prisoner's  further  violence.  The  wife's  state- 
ment was  fully  corroborated  by  evidence.  Mr.  Henry 
said  this  was  the  seventh  time  within  a  short  space  of 
time,  that  the  prisoner  had  been  charged  with  assaulting 
his  wife,  and  even  now  that  she  had  separated  herself 
from  him,  she  was  not  safe  from  his  inhuman 
treatment.  He  then  committed  the  prisoner  to  six 
months'  hard  labour,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
term,  directed  that  he  should  find  two  sureties  to 
keep  the  peace  for  a  further  period  of  sfx  months,  or 
be  committed  in  default.  The  prisoner,  on  leaving  the 
dock,  directed  a  savage  leer  towards  his  wife,  and 
swore  that  he  would  settle  the  matter  yet  by  murder- 
ing her  outright  as  soon  as  he  got  out  of  prison. — 
At  Guildhall,  J.  Barrett  was  charged  with  a  savage 
assault  upon  a  young  woman  of  the  name  of  Tubbs,  who 
appeared  with  a  frightful  black  eye,  and  the  whole  of 
one  side  of  her  face  contused  and  swollen.  She  said — 
I  lodge  in  the  same  house  as  the  prisoner,  and  on  Satur- 
day night  I  went  to  his  room  to  call  out  my  husband, 
who  was  drinking  with  him  and  several  of  his  compa- 
nions. The  prisoner,  with  a  filthy  expression,  said 
"  He  shall  not  come.  I've  known  you  walking  the 
streets  more  than  once,  and  I'll  make  your  husband  leave 
you  altogether."  My  husband  then  tried  to  get  me 
away,  and  pushed  me  out;  but  the  prisoner  immediately 
rushed  towards  me  and  dragged  me  by  the  hair  of  my 
head  into  the  room.  He  then  struck  me  on  the  eye, 
knocked  me  down  and  kicked  me  with  his  heavy  boots 
repeatedly  about  the  face  and  body,  while  I  was  lying 
on  the  ground.  I  screamed  for  assistance,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  Mrs.  Finnigan,  who  rescued  me  from  the 
prisoner's  violence,  I  believe  he  would  have  murdered 
me.  I  am  so  dreadfully  bruised  all  over  my  body,  that 
I  can  neither  stand  nor  sit  without  experiencing  great 
pain  in  all  my  limbs. — Sir  R.  Garden  ;  Who  gave  you 
that  black-eye  ? — Complainant  (pointing  to  the  prisoner) : 
That  gentleman,  sir. — Two  witnesses  corroborated  the 
complainant's  statement.. — Springate  (the  gaoler)  stated 
that  the  prisoner  was  a  journeyman  tailor,  and  for  the 
last  twelve  years  he  had  continually  been  in  and  out  of 
prison  for  assaults,  and  drunken  and  disorderly  conduct. 
The  last  time  he  was  in  the  Compter  he  had  six  weeks 
for  assaulting  his  wife. — Sir  R.  W.  Garden  regretted 
that  the  proposed  enactment  to  empower  magistrates  to 
punish  such  as  the  prisoner  by  flogging  had  not  received 
the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  Had  he  had  the  power, 
he  would  certainly  have  ordered  him  to  be  tied  to  a 
cart's  tail  and  flogged[through  the  town,  and  he  would 
have  placed  the  scourge  in  the  hands  of  the  prisoner's 
victim,  so  that  he  might  have  known  how  she  felt 
■when  suffering  from  his  brutal  rage.  Imprisonment 
was  not  sufficient  punishment ;  and  he  (Sir  R.  Garden) 
trusted  it  would  not  be  long  before  the  rejected  mode 
of  puni.'^hment  was  adopted.  He  then  sentenced 
the  culprit  to  six  months'  imprisonment,  with  hard 
labour. 

Mrs.  Frances  Farquharson,  widow  of  a  gentleman 
who  once  possessed  large  estates  in  the  AYest  Indies, 
was  lately  found  dead  in  a  new  road  at  Brixton  from 
Cold  and  Exposure.  The  unfortunate  lady  was  an  inmate 
of  Lambeth  Workhouse;  she  was  seventy-two  years  of 
age.  She  went  out  one  day  for  her  monthly  "  holyday," 
wandered  about,  and  at  night  must  have  fallen  down  in 
the  unfrequented  road  where  her  body  was  found  early 
in  the  morning.  No  money  or  food  is  given  to  Lam- 
beth paupers  Avhen  they  go  out  for  their  holyday  ;  and  if 
they  return  to  the  house  for  their  dinner  they  are  not 
allowed  to  go  out  again.  This  seems  to  have  deterred 
Mrs.  Farquharson  from  going  in  at  dinner-time,  for 
another  pauper  had  brought  her  back  to  the  house  at 
mid-day  ;  and  she  appears  to  have  had  no  friends  to  go 
to.  Jurors  censured  the  rule  by  which  a  pauper  loses 
part  of  a  holyday  if  he  returns  for  food,  while  he  is  sent 
out  penniless.  The  verdict  was — "  Died  from  cold  and 
exposure." 

In  the  Cambridge  County  Court,  the  Judge  has  de- 
cided, very  properly,   that  a  master,   on  discharging  a 


servant,  ]ias  no  Right  to  search  her  Boxes,  anymore  than 
she  would  have  to  ransack  his  desk. 

Mrs.  Marshall,  wife  of  a  hosier  in  Regent  Street, 
committed  Suicide  in  a  Cab  on  the  loth  inst.  From 
the  inquest  on  the  body  it  appeared  that  Mrs.  Marshall, 
who  was  a  remarkably  fine  woman,  elegantly  dressed, 
left  home  on  Thursday  afternoon  and  proceeded  to 
Camden-town,  where  she  hired  a  cab  and  directed  the 
driver  to  take  her  to  London  Bridge.  On  arriving  at 
the  tollgate  in  the  Old  Pancras  road,  the  man  at  the  toll 
bar  receiving  no  reply,  opened  the  cab  door  and  found 
the  occupant  bleeding  from  a  wound  in  her  throat.  She 
was  immediately  driven  to  the  nearest  surgeon's,  and 
almost  immediately  expired.  The  evidence  of  the  surgeon, 
Mr.  Waldegrave,  also  went  to  show  that  the  deceased 
had  taken  essential  oil  of  almonds — sufficient  to  cause 
death.  The  wound  in  the  throat  was  infiicted  with  a 
pocket  knife,  which  was  found  upon  deceased,  and  which 
was  quite  new.  The  deceased  having  been  for  some 
time  in  a  desponding  state  of  mind,  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  "  Temporary  insanity. 

The  Court  of  Session,  at  Edinburgh,  gave  judgment 
on  the  loth  inst.  in  the  case  of  the  Emperor  Steamer. 
A  company  had  started  a  steamer  called  the  Emperor, 
to  run  in  the  Clyde  on  Sundays  during  the  summer 
season:' it  was 'allowed  to  enter  all  ports  except  one 
on  the  Gareloch,  owned  by  Sir  James  Colquhoun. 
There  resistance  was  made  by  Sir  James's  men,  but  the 
passengers  of  the  Emperor  overthrew  the  barricades  that 
had  been  erected,  and  defeated  their  defenders.  Sir 
James  Colquhoun  then  applied  to  the  Court  of  Session 
for  an  interdict.  The  case  has  been  fully  heard,  and  the 
Court  have  decided  that  Sir  James  has  no  right  to  prohibit 
the  landing  of  passengers  upon  the  pier  wiiieh  he  owns, 
but  which  he  has  placed  in  the  category  of  public  piers 
by  taking  revenue  from  it.  Describing  the  violent 
resistance  made  by  Sir  James  Colquhoun  as  "unseemly 
proceedings,"  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  expressed  surprise 
that  any  one  entertaining,  as  no  doubt  the  complainer 
did,  a  proper  and  pious  regard  for  the  sanctity  and  repose 
of  the  Sabbath,  such  as  it  had  been  observed  in  Scotland, 
should  in  the  first  instance  have  brought  on  the  certainty 
of  such  conflicts  by  the  measures  he  adopted.  On  the 
part  of  the  respondents  and  those  acting  with  them,  and 
of  the  passengers,  these  collisions  and  outrages  which  the 
complainer  described  might  have  been  expected  as  in- 
evitable. Entertaining  what  their  counsel  termed  "  their 
views  of  the  Sunday  question,"  they  could  not  be 
expected  to  regard  the  character  of  the  day  as  any 
reason  for  abstaining  from  forcing  a  violent  passage 
notwithstanding  the  preparations  made  for  resisting  it. 
These  collisions  and  breaches  of  the  peace  were  plainly 
inevitable,  if  force  were  resorted  to  to  prevent  these 
persons  from  landing ;  and  the  course  adopted  was  as 
singular  on  the  part  of  one  desirous  to  preserve  the 
sanctity  of  the  Sunday,  as  the  forcible  landing  was 
natural  on  the  part  of  those  who  disregarded  the  Sunday. 
There  is  no  public  law  to  shut  up  piers,  harbours,  and 
highways,  upon  a  Sunday,  and  Sir  James  Colquhoun 
has  no  right  as  proprietor  to  announce  that  on  Sunday 
these  piers  shall  no  longer  be  used  by  the  public. — 
Interdict  refused. 

At  the  Southwark  Police  Court  on  the  19th,  William 
Sullen  a  tailor  in  White-street,  Borough,  was  charged 
with  a  ferocious  Assault  on  his  Wife.  On  Saturday 
night  the  17th  the  prisoner  went  home  drunk,  and  began 
abusing  his  wife  for  being,  as  he  said,  intoxicated.  She 
denied  the  charge,  and  his  conduct  then  became  so 
threatening,  that  she  ran  out'^of  the  house.  When  she 
returned  she  found  him  in  bed  smoking.  She  was  afraid 
to  undress,  and  lay  down  in  her  clothes.  In  the  night 
he  re-commenced  his  abusive  conduct,  and  charged  her 
with  unchastity.  Finally,  he  scratched  her  face,  seized 
her  by  the  throat,  so  that  she  barely  escaped  with  her 
life,  and  finally  struck  her  violently  two  or  three  times 
in  the  face.  She  then  got  out  of  the  house,  and  gave 
her  husband  in  charge  to  a  constable.  She  added  that 
she  was  covered  with  bruises,  the  result  of  his  ill-usage; 
and  that  she  had  complained  to  the  magistrates  several 
times,  but  on  all  previous  occasions  she  had  neglected  to 
appear  against  him.  The  prisoner,  in  defence,  repeated 
his  insinuations  against  his  wife's  character,  which  she 
denied.    Mr.  A'Beckett  oflt'red  to  remand  the  case,  so  as 
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to  enable  him  to  prove  them.  The  prisoner,  declined, 
not  wishing  to  have  any  more  "  bother "  about  the 
matter.  The  magistrate  believed  the  wife's  statements, 
and  sentenced  the  prisoner  to  six  months'  hard  labour. 
Cases  of  the  sort,  at  the  various  police  courts,  ai'e  now  of 
daily  occurrence. 

At  the  Middlesex  Sessions  on  the  19th,  John  Donoghue, 
a  middle-aged  man,  pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge  of  having 
feloniously  embezzled  the  sums  of  12^.  lis.  Zd.,  71., 
11.  9s.  2d.,  221.  ISs.  9d.  and  other  sums,  which  he  had 
received  for  and  ou  account  of  Thomas  Mordell  Smith 
and  William  Mate,  his  employers.  The  prosecutors 
carry  on  a  very  extensive  business  as  tallow-chandlers  at 
Kensington,  under  the  name  of  Tucker  and  Co.,  the 
original  name  of  the  firm,  and  the  prisoner  was  in  their 
employ  as  money-collector.  He  had  mixed  himself  up 
with  betting-office  transactions  to  some  extent,  and  had 
made  use  of  money  he  had  received  on  his  employers' 
account  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  upon  the  result  of 
horce-races.  Mr.  Smith,  the  prosecutor,  said  he  ^vas 
.sorry  he  had  felt  himself  compelled  to  prosecute  in  this 
ease.  The  prisoner  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  firm 
13  years,  and  altogether  he  had  known  him  about  20 
years.  The  character  of  the  prisoner  had  been  irre- 
proachable up  to  these  transactions.  He  had  collected 
between  40,000^.  and  50,000/.  a  year  for  the  firm ;  he  had 
a  wife  and  eight  children  to  support,  and  he  had  been 
the  trustee  of  a  charitable  fund  amounting  to  200^., 
which  he  had  not  in  any  way  misappropriated.  The 
defalcations  amounted  to  about  501.  Mr.  Smith  most 
strongly  recommended  him  to  mercy,  and  said  that  if 
the  court  would  deal  leniently  with  him,  he  would 
insure  that  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence  he  should 
leave  the  countrj'.  In  consequence  of  this  recommend- 
ation the  prisoner's  sentence  was  mitigated  to  six-months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour. 

Two  cases  of  Poaching,  tried  at  York  Assizes,  are  of 
considerable  interest. — Close  and  Hodgson  were  charged 
with  night-poaching  on  the  Earl  of  Harewood's  estate. 
The  keepers,  who  encountered  them,  had  a  dog,  but  it 
was  muzzled  :  there  was  a  sharp  conflict ;  the  poachers 
shot  the  dog.  Verdict,  "  Guilty."  Mr.  Justice  Cole- 
ridge strongly  deprecated  the  use  of  dogs  by  keepers  on 
such  occasions :  nothing  is  more  likely  to  excite  the 
passions  of  men  than  setting  dogs  at  them ;  it  is  most 
likely  to  bring  about  a  conflict.  The  prisoners  were 
sentenced  to  four  years'  penal  servitude.  The  Judge 
refused  to  allow  the  costs  of  the  prosecution.  On  a  sub- 
sequent day,  Mr.  Overend  again  applied  for  the  costs. 
The  Judge  observed,  that  preserving  such  large  quan- 
tities of  game  was  a  direct  incentive  to  the  commission 
of  such  olTences  as  the  prisoners  in  this  case  had  been 
convicted  of  committing.  So  far  as  his  own  opinion 
went,  such  a  practice  was  quite  contrary  to  good  sport- 
ing. At  all  events,  to  ask  for  costs  in  such  prosecutions, 
was  to  ask  the  community  at  large  to  pay  for  the 
private  pleasure  and  amusement  of  those  who  chose  to 
preserve  such  quantities  af  game  ;  and  this  he  could  not 
sanction. — Six  men  were  indicted  for  night-poaching 
and  for  wounding  Thomas  Phillips,  a  keeper.  Eight 
keepers  encountered  eleven  poachers.  The  keepers 
had  a  bull-dog  and  a  terrier  with  them.  The  poachers 
called  out  to  shoot  the  dogs.  They  tired  at  the  keepers, 
and  Phillips  was  wounded.  The  keepers  fired  in 
retaliation.  A  desperate  hand-to-hand  fight  ensued. 
During  the  struggle,  one  of  the  poachers,  Scholefield, 
by  some  means  dischai-ged  the  contents  of  his  gun  into 
his  own  thigh,  and  he  died  in  a  few  days  afterwards. 
The  whole  of  the  prisoners  were  convicted.  Mr.  Justice 
Wightman  commented  on  the  fact  of  the  prisoners 
having  wantonly  fired  on  the  keepers  ;  and  he  sentenced 
the  whole  to  four  years'  penal  servitude.  On  an  appli- 
cation for  the  costs  of  the  prosecution,  he  refused  to 
allow  them  :  "  he  was  only  surprised  that  any  person 
should  purchase  his  pleasure  at  such  a  price." 

An  action  for  Breach  of  Contract,  hrourjht  by  a 
Governess  against  her  Employer,  was  tried  at  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  on  the  21st  inst.  The  plaintiff"  was 
Mademoiselle  Abrassant,  a  Belgian;  the  defendant  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Moysey,  minister  of  Combe  St.  Nicholas, 
in  Somersetshire  ;  the  damages  claimed  were  22i;.  17«. 
Gd.  Mrs.  Moysey  had  engaged  the  plaintiff',  at  50/.  per 
annum  ;  the  engagement  being  subject,  as  she  asserted. 


to  the  character  given  by  Mrs.  Blanche,  a  former 
employer  of  Miss  Abrassant.  Mrs.  Blanche  wrote  a 
letter  giving  an  unsatisfactory  characrer ;  and  Mrs. 
Moysey  summarily  and  without  due  notice  dismissed  the 
plaintiflT.  The  alleged  reason  for  this  step  was  that 
Miss  Abrassant  had,  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Blanche, 
several  times  called  herself  an  infidel  ;  had  spoken  of 
the  bible  as  an  obscene  book  ;  and  had  said  that  our 
Saviour  was  too  intimate  with  Martha  and  Mary.  The 
evidence  on  this  point  was  very  direct ;  but  Miss 
Abrassant  explained,  that  she  had  once,  in  friendly 
talk,  jestingly  said  she  was  a  pagan,  and  denied  the  two 
latter  allegations.  Lord  Campbell,  in  summing  up, 
said  there  was  no  doubt  that  a  contract  had  been  made  ; 
but  it  was  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  evidence 
showed  that  .Miss  Abrassant  was  an  infidel,  and  had 
obtained  the  situation  by  fraud.  The  jury  found  for 
the  plaintiff  to  the  full  amount. 

At  the  Lambeth  police  office,  on  the  17th  inst.,  Mr. 
Samuel  Kelly,  a  middle-aged  man,  was  charged  with 
assaulting  the  Reverend  Robert  Gibson,  keeper  of  a 
school  at  Walworth,  and,  apparently,  a  Wesleyan  or 
Independent  preacher.  Gibson's  head  had  been  broken. 
lie  alleged  that  Mr.  Kelly  had  entered  his  school,  beat 
him  with  a  stick,  and  cut  his  head  open  with  the  fire- 
shovel.  A  person  who  accompanied  Mr.  Kelly  stated 
that  there  were  high  words ;  Gibson  seized  the  fire- 
shovel  ;  a  struggle  ensued,  and  blows  were  given,  but  he 
could  not  say  who  struck  first.  For  the  defence,  it  was 
alleged  that  Gibson  had  seduced  Mrs.  Kelly  when  she 
attended  a  chapel  of  which  he  was  minister  at  Bethnal 
Green  ;  that  she  lived  with  him  ;  and  that  her  husband 
subsequently  received  her  back  into  his  house,  as  they 
had  four  children,  and  he  wished  to  reclaim  her.  Appa- 
rently, she  has  again  quitted  his  roof.  Gibson  "  declined 
to  answer"  certain  pointed  questions  respecting  his  con- 
nexions with  Mrs.  Kelly.  As  the  complainant's  wound 
seemed  rather  serious,  Mr.  Norton  remanded  the  case, 
but  accepted  bail  for  the  defendant.  Mr.  Kelly  has  since 
been  mulcted  of  the  nominal  fine  of  one  shilling,  and 
ordered  to  find  bail  to  keep  the  peace  for  three  months 
towards  Gibson. 


NARRATIVE  OF  ACCIDENT  AND 

DISASTER. 

There  was  an  Accident  on  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  inst.  As 
the  fast  Scotch  train  fro.ii  Euston  Square  was  proceeding 
on  its  way  northward,  the  axle  of  the  engine  broke  near 
Berkhampstead ;  the  near  leading  wheel  bounded  off, 
ran  up  the  embankment  forty  feet  high,  dashed  through 
a  hedge,  and  after  describing  a  curve,  buried  itself  in 
the  grass.  The  engine  and  tender  turned  over;  the 
guard'  s  break  and  a  second-class  carriage  were  thrown 
across  the  up-rails,  and  a  first-class  carriaae,  containing 
Barons  Meyer  and  Lionel  Rothschild,  and  four  officers 
of  the  Guards  going  to  a  stag-hunt,  and  two  ladies,  one 
with  an  infant,  turned  round  and  stood  across  the  rails. 
All  the  passengers  got  out  of  the  carriage,  but  the  ladies 
missed  the  child's  nurse  ;  she  was  found  under  the  flooring 
of  the  second-class  carriage,  but  still  alive.  Subsequently, 
the  guard  was  found,  breathing,  under  the  wreck  of  his 
own  break  ;  and  while  attempts  were  made  to  extricate 
the  guard,  the  up-express  was  seen  approaching.  For- 
tunately it  came  at  a  comparatively  slow  pace  ;  but  the 
collision  with  the  debris  threw  the  engine  and  tender  off 
the  rails.  John  Page,  a  farm-labourer,  who  had  seen 
the  first  accident,  also  saw  the  express  coming,  and 
with  admirable  presence  of  mind  he  ran  towards  it : 
when  it  entered  the  tunnel  he  stood  at  the  other  end, 
and  as  it  emerged  he  waved.his  cap  and  shouted.  He 
was  observed,  and  this  accounts  for  the  slowness  of 
speed  at  w^hich  the  express  arrived  among  the  ruins. 
Another  train  now  came  from  Euston  Square,  but  was 
stopped  by  detonating  signals.  As  the  accident  destroyed 
the  telegraph,  the  Hue  was  blocked  up  for  some  miles 
bv  trains,  before  the  intelligence  could  be  sent  on  to 
Wolverton.  The  guard  was  got  out  of  the  wreck, 
breathing :  but  he  died  on  the  embankment.  An 
inquest  on  his  body  was  held  on  the  3rd  inst.  It 
appeared  that  the  engine  was  not  in  a  sound  condition. 
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and  the  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  accidental  death, 
added,  "  We  consider  that  the  comjiany  is  not  free 
from  hlanie  in  sending  out  an  engine  with  a  fast  train 
when  any  doubt  of  its  tfficicnoy  existed." 

During  the  nisflit  of  the  'J8th  nit.,  a  Train  on  the 
South  If'a/es  liutliray  was  partiallij  ovcrtw-ned  in  a 
cutting  near  Newnham,  by  a  quantity  of  earth  which 
fell  from  a  bank,  and  forced  the  engine  from  the  rails 
The  driver  was  found  dead  under  the  tender;  the 
passengers  escaped  with  bruises. 

On  the  same  day,  a  scaffold  at  the  tower  of  the  new 
church  of  St.  Matthew,  Bedford  New-town,  St.  Paiicras, 
now  in  the  course  of  erection,  Suddenhj  gaveway,  and 
five  of  the  men  upon  it  were  thrown  to  the  ground  from 
a  height  of  sixty  or  seventy  feet.  One  of  the  poor 
fellows,  named  Donnes,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
lived  only  a  short  time  afterwards,  but  the  rest  escaped 
with  trifling  injuries.  A  sixth  caught  a  rope  in  his 
descent,  and  hung  by  it  till  he  was  rescued. 

Two  men,  Culyer,  an  engineer,  and  Hall,  a  labourer, 
have  been  Killed  at  Chatham  by  an  explosion  of  gas. 
At  new  gas-works  erected  to  supply  Gillingham,  a 
gasometer  was  filled  for  the  first  time  ;  in  testing  the 
condition  of  the  gasometer,  the  two  men,  who  were  on 
the  top  of  it,  applied  a  liglU  to  an  orifice  ;  the  gas  took 
fire,  with  a  tremendous  explosion,  which  rent  the 
gasometer  ;  and  Culytr  and  Hall  fell  into  the  water 
beneath.  When  taken  out  they  were  dead.  The 
coroner's  jury,  who  pronounced  the  deaths  to  be  acci- 
dental, were  unable  to  say  whether  the  victims  died  by 
suffocation  by  gas  or  from  drowning  in  the  tank. 

The  Marshall,  a  screw  steam-ship  of  300  tons,  trading 
between  Hull  and  Hamburg,  has  been  Lost,  with  a  large 
number  of  persons  on  board.  The  Marshall  left  the 
Elbe  with  a  large  and  valuable  cargo,  and  about  thirty- 
eight  emigrants,  besides  her  crew,  eighteen  in  number. 
One  of  her  boats  was  picked  up  in  the  North  Sea  by  a 
fishing  smack,  and  brought  to  Hull  by  the  barque 
Woodhouse,  from  Stockholm,  the  master  of  which  vessel 
has  given  the  following  narrative  : — "  I  sailed  from 
Stockholm  on  the  4th  of  November  last  for  Hull. 
Monday,  the  '28th,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  off 
the  Newsand  floating  light  at  the  mouth  of  the  H umber, 
we  were  run  into  by  a  steamer,  name  unknown.  We 
were  all  upon  deck  at  the  time,  having  a  light  at  our 
bowsprit,  and  showing  two  flash  lights  over  the  star- 
board side.  The  moment  we  saw  the  steamer  approach- 
ing we  hailed  her,  and  said  she  would  be  into  us,  but 
we  received  no  answer.  In  spite  of  every  precaution, 
the  steamer  ported  her  helm,  and  ran  into  us  on  the 
starboard  side,  striking  between  the  breast  hooks, 
thereby  starting  the  ship's  stern,  breaking  several 
planks  in  the  bow  and  the  forecastle  floor,  besides  starting 
the  bows  on  both  sides,  and  otherwise  shaking  her  very 
much.  Her  jibboom,  jibs,  furetopgallant  mast,  and  all 
the  rigging  belonging  thereto,  were  all  carried  away, 
and  the  vessel  was  quite  unmanageable.  Immediately 
after  the  accident,  I  hailed  the  steamer,  and  begged  of 
them  to  stay  by  us,  as  I  was  apprehensive  the  ship 
would  go  down,  as  she  was  heavily  laden.  I  received  a 
reply  from  the  steamer,  asserting  they  would  do  so.  The 
steamer,  on  getting  clear  from  our  wreck,  got  round 
into  our  starboard  quarter,  and  in  a  very  short  period 
again  came  into  collision  with  us  t)y  running  into  the 
starboard  side  of  our  stern,  carrying  away  the  rudder, 
starting  the  stern  post,  breaking  the  wheel  standard, 
and  otherwise  cutting  the  ship  nearly  down  to  the 
water's  edge.  Before  this  .second  collision  I  hailed  the 
persons  on  board  the  steamer  to  reverse  her  engines,  but 
I  received  no  answer.  It  was  almost  immediately 
afterwards  that  the  accident  followed.  I  again  begged 
they  would  not  leave  us,  as  I  expected  nothing  but  that 
our  vessel  must  go  down.  I  received,  however,  no 
answer,  and  the  instant  the  steamer  got  clear,  she  bore 
away  in  a  southerly  direction.  One  of  my  apprentices, 
named  Robert  Burns,  fell  through  the  aperture  made  by 
the  steamer  in  our  stern,  and  was  unfortunately  drowned, 
altliough  every  attempt  was  made  to  save  him.  The 
night  was  extremely  dark  and  hazy,  and  the  wind 
increasing  from  south-west  to  south  to  a  gale.  The 
steamer  remained  in  sight  but  a  very  few  minutes — I 
was  unable  to  get  a  sight  of  her  afterwards.  On  both 
occasions,  when   she   ran   into   us,  I    inquired    several 


times  for  her  name,  but  received  no  answer.  She  was  * 
screw-steamer,  with  painted  ports,  and  a  bust-head 
figure-head" — a  description  which  exactly  answers  to 
that  of  the  Marshall.  Hopes  were  entertained  that 
some  of  the  passengers  of  the  Marshall  might  have  been 
picked  up  by  the  coasters  which  almost  hourly  pass  the 
spot  where  the  steamer  went  down,  but  the  time  that 
has  intervened  since  her  loss  without  any  such  intelli- 
gence being  received,  leaves  little  doubt  but  that  the 
whole  must  have  perished. 

Four  persons  have  been  Suffocated  by  a  furnace,  at 
Elscar,  in  Yorkshire.  At  that  place  there  are  some 
extensive  smelting  furnaces,  at  the  back  of  which  stands 
a  row  of  cottages  occupied  by  the  workmen.  In  the 
cottage  next  to  the  furnace  lived  a  woman  named 
Phoebe  Sadler,  whose  husband  absconded  about  three 
months  ago.  Her  family  consisted  of  two  sons,  of  the 
ages  of  fifteen  and  seventeen,  a  daughter  aged  eighteen, 
and  a  lodger  who  had  only  gone  to  reside  there  on  the 
previous  Sunday  night.  Soon  after  ten  o'clock  the 
family  retired,  the  mother,  son,  and  daughter  sleeping 
together  in  the  front  bedroom,  and  the  lodger  in  a  room 
at  the  back,  into  which  the  stairs  opened.  In  the 
morning  the  eldest  youth  returned  from  work,  and  after 
repeatedly  knocking  without  obtaining  any  reply,  he 
entered  through  the  kitchen  window.  A  strong  sul- 
phurous smell  pervaded  the  house.  Having  opened  the 
liouse  door,  he  hastened  up-stairs,  and  came  in  contact 
with  the  lodger,  who  lay  dead  on  the  room  floor.  In  the 
front  chamber  lay  his  sister,  brother,  and  mother,  all 
dead.  His  mother  and  his  brother  lay  on  the  floor,  at 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  clasped  in  each  other's  arms,  whilst 
his  sister  was  stretched  upon  the  bed,  having  died  to  all 
appearance  unconscious  of  danger.  Not  so  the  mother. 
She  had  evidently  been  fully  roused  to  the  sense  of  her 
position,  and  was  endeavouring  to  escape  with  her  boy, 
a  poor  cripple,  when  she  was  overcome  by  the  poisonous 
exhalations  which  filled  the  house.  The  lodger,  too, 
had  evidently  tried  to  escape.  The  rooms  were  filled 
with  white  vapour,  which  was  extiding  in  copious 
volumes  from  the  wall  next  to  the  furnace  ;  and  sueh 
was  its  deleterious  influence  that  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  remain  in  the  house  for  many  minutes 
together,  even  with  the  doors  and  windows  open.  At 
the  inquest  on  the  bodies,  it  appeared  tliat  there  was  a 
large  crack  in  the  wall  of  the  adjoining  furnace,  through 
which  vapours  of  cyanide  of  potassium,  a  deleterious 
gas,  were  discharged,  and  found  their  way  into  the 
dwelling-house. 

The  alarming  frequency  ot  Railway  Accidents  of  late, 
arising  out  of  the  breaking  of  axle-trees — generally 
those  of  goods  wagons — suggests  the  necessity  of  insti- 
tuting some  rigid  inquiry,  both  as  to  their  construc- 
tion and  as  to  the  manner  of  loading  them.  On  the 
morning  of  the  17th  inst.,  as  a  goods  train  from  York 
and  Leeds,  on  the  Great  Northern  line,  was  proceeding 
to  London,  one  of  the  axletrees  of  the  fjurth  truck  broke 
soon  after  the  train  had  passed  Bawtrey;  but  the  coup- 
ling chain  connecting  the  truck  with  the  next  wagon 
held  up  the  hinderpart  of  it,  and  thus  prevented  an  im- 
mediate stoppage  of  the  train.  The  detached  axle  and 
wheels,  however,  worked  their  way  under  the  other 
carriages,  and  in  a  short  time  threw  off  the  line  the  wa- 
gon next  the  break-van,  as  well  as  that  vehicle,  and 
broke  them  both  almost  to  pieces.  The  iron  chairs  of 
the  line  and  the  plates  were  also  torn  up  for  some  dis- 
tance. The  guard,  Graham,  was  slightly  bruised.  The 
up-line  was  quite  blockaded,  but  fortunately  the  down- 
line was  comparatively  clear,  otherwise  the  consequences 
might  have  been  very  se'ious,  for  in  a  few  minutes  after 
the  break  down,  the  night  mail  train  from  London  came 
up  at  full  speed.  'J'he  truck  which  broke  down  was 
laden  with  potatoes,  and  belonged  to  the  North  British 
Railway  Company.  On  the  same  evening,  about  eight 
o'clock,  the  workmen  were  engaged  in  repairing  the 
line,  and  they  inadvertently  left  the  heavy  lifting  appa- 
ratus of  the  crane  they  were  using  suspended  over  the 
up-line.  A  goods  tram  came  in  contact  with  this,  and 
the  concussion  threw  two  trucks  ofl'the  line.  Both  lines 
were  now  blocked  up,  and  the  passenger  trains  both 
ways  were  delayed  ujiwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half.  The 
same  evening,  a  gouds  train  also  got  off  the  line  near 
Newark,   obstructing  the  traffic  at  that  point  also  for 
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sometime.  On  the  previous  night,  a  pilot-engine,  on 
its  way  from  Retford  Station  to  the  south,  encountered 
the  engine  of  an  empty  mineral  train,  just  as  it  was 
issuing  from  a  siding  near  Grantham.  The  shock  was 
Tiolent,  and  the  driver  of  the  mineral  train  was  rather 
badly  hurt.     This  engine  was  likewise  much  damaged. 

Seven  Fires  have  occurred  in  London  ino7ie  night,  the 
17th  inst.  The  first  occurred  at  the  London  Clubhouse, 
Jermyn  street,  and  was  caused  hy  theheat  from  one  of  the 
grates  igniting  the  girders  and  floorings  of  the  first  floor.  At 
one  time  the  safety  of  the  whole  building  was  threatened  ; 
and,  as  it  was,  the  damage  done  was  very  considerable. 
Another  fire  which  was  nearly  attended  with  fatal 
consequences,  broke  out  in  premises  in  the  occupation 
of  Mr.  A.  Wright,  linendraper  and  mattress  maker 
in  Seymour-street,  Euston-Square.  The  fire  was  dis- 
covered by  a  policeman,  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty 
that  the  inmates,  who  were  all  in  bed,  were  aroused,  or 
were  enabled  to  make  their  escape.  The  stores  on  the  base- 
ment were  quite  destroyed,  and  the  staircase  leading  to 
the  warehouse  was  partially  burnt.  A  third  fire,  which 
was  attended  with  great  destruction  of  valuable  property, 
took  place  at  the  Homerton  Colour  Works,  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Berger  and  Sons.  The  flames  originated 
in  the  Prussian  blue  stove,  in  which  many  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  that  commodity  was  undergoing  the 
process  of  drying.  In  spite  of  every  exertion,  the 
building  in  which  the  misfortune  commenced,  and 
■which  was  about  60  feet  wide  by  40  deep,  was  burned 
out,  the  roof  destroyed,  and  the  valuable  contents 
consumed.  The  evaporating-house  adjoining  was  also 
damaged  by  fire,  water,  and  breakage.  A  fire  happened 
at  the  Twickenham  Paper  Mills,  the  property  of 
Messers.  Healey  and  Co.,  situate  on  Twickenham- 
common,  about  two  miles  from  the  Richmond  Railway 
terminus.  It  commenced  in  a  long  store-house,  used  as 
the  drying  depot  for  millboards.  A  despatch  was  im- 
mediately sent  to  town  for  assistance,  but  when  the 
fireman  arrived  they  found  that  their  services  were  not 
required.  The  store  had  been  burnt  down,  but  the 
workmen  had  succeeded  in  confining  the  flames  to  that 
part  of  the  premises.  This  accident  was  caused  by 
the  overheating  of  a  stove.  Another  fire  happened  in 
the  premises  of  Mr.  Easthouse,  Ann-street,  East  India- 
road,  Poplar.  It  was  caused  by  a  spark  flying  from  the 
grate  upon  a  horse  of  clothes.  The  loss  was  great. 
A  fire  also  broke  out  in  Great  Chapel-street,  O.xford- 
street,  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Day.  Here  likewise 
much  damage  was  done.  Lastly,  a  fire  happened  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bloomsbury-square,  but  the  damage 
done  was  only  of  a  trifling  character.  In  only  one 
of  these  cases,  that  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  property  was 
insured. 

The  well  known  Gravesend  steamer  the  Meteor,  was 
Bun  doicn,  on  Sunday  evening,  the  18th  inst.,  by  the 
Sylph,  a  Dublin  screw  steam-ship.  The  Meteor  was 
going  down  the  river;  and  the  collision  took  place  in 
Half-way  Reach  about  six  o'clock  ;  the  Sylph  striking 
the  Meteor  with  tremendous  force,  completely  burying 
her  bows  in  the  forepart  of  the  other  vessel.  The  Meteor 
being  full  of  passengers,  a  scene  of  the  utmost  terror 
and  confusion  took  place ;  but  by  the  exertions  of 
Mr.  Hollingsworth,  the  master,  they  were  all  got  on 
board  the  Sylph  with  considerable  difficulty.  Had  the 
Meteor  separated  from  the  bows  of  the  Sylph,  no  human 
power  could  have  saved  them;  for,  as  soon  as  the  vessels 
separated,  she  went  down  head  first.  The  ebbtide  pro- 
videntially had  the  efiect  of  keeping  her  hanging,  as  it 
were,  to  the  bow  of  the  Sylph  for  full  ten  minutes,  and 
to  that  circumstance  may  be  attributed  the  saving  of 
every  soul  on  board.  In  order  to  prevent  her  sinking 
in  mid-channel,  and  thereby  in  the  way  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  the  engines  of  the  Sylph  were  put  in 
motion,  and  the  wrecked  steamer,  still  hanging  on,  was 
driven  in  towards  shallow  water,  when  the  Sylph 
backed  out  and  the  Meteor  went  down,  and,  as  she 
settled,  the  light  in  herfuunel  was  just  observable  above 
water.  Shortly  before  she  sunk,  the  Mars  steamer, 
belonging  to  the  same  company,  came  up  from  Gravesend, 
and  the  captain  hearing  the  fate  of  the  Meteor,  went 
alongside  the  Sylph,  and  took  fmni  her  the  crew  and 
passengers  of  the  unfortunate  vessel,  and  afterwards 
proceeded  with  them  to  Blackwall. 


A  Fi7-e  at  Gravesend  has  been  extinguished  by  the 
Fireannihilator.  It  broke  out  on  the  19th  inst.  about 
noon,  upon  the  premises  of  Mr.  Gould,  coach  builder. 
When  the  alarm  was  given  Mr.  White,  the  super- 
intendent of  police,  who  has  charge  of  a  small  set  of 
annihilators,  together  with  Mr.  Aitkin,  the  sergeant-at- 
mace,  immediately  preceeded  there  with  the  annihilators, 
leaving  the  engines  to  be  brought  after  them.  On  their 
arrival  they  found  that  the  fire  was  raging  in  an  upstairs 
bedroom,  which  appeared  to  be  full  of  flames,  and  some 
of  Mr.  Gould's  workmen  were  engaged  throwing 
buckets  of  water  in  at  the  window  at  random.  When 
Mr.  White  entered  the  house  and  proceeded  up  stairs 
he  found  that  the  fire  had  just  burnt  through  the  wainscot 
of  the  room,  and  the  flames  were  just  spreading  across 
the  landing  to  the  rooms  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
staircase;  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  into  the  room, 
and  so  he,  with  Mr.  Aitkin,  dischargeel  one  of  the  No.  .5 
twenty-two  pound  annihilators  through  a  hole  in  the 
wainscot.  Almost  immediately  that  the  annihilating 
atmosphere  entered  the  room,  the  flames,  as  if  by  magic, 
dropped,  and  in  about  three  minutes  Mr.  White  and 
Mr.  Aitken  were  enabled  to  enter  the  room,  and  with 
two  buckets  of  water  to  extinguish  the  embers  by  means 
of  a  small  hand  engine.  When  the  fire  was  got  under  it 
was  discovered  that  in  addition  to  the  room  having  been 
on  fire  all  round,  the  flame  had  burnt  through  the 
ceiling  and  communicated  the  fire  to  the  roof  of  the 
building. 


SOCIAL,   SANITARY,  AND  MUNICIPAL 
PROGRESS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Promotion  and  Imjirovement  of  the  Growth  of  Flax  in 
Ireland  was  held  at  Belfast  on  the  25th  ult.,  the  Earl  of 
Erne  in  the  chair.  From  the  report  made  to  the  meeting 
we  learn  that  the  number  of  acres  of  flax  under  cultiva- 
tion has  increased  from  53,86.3  in  1848  to  175,495  in  1853, 
and  thatthe  value  of  the  crop  has  increased  from  800, 000/. 
in  1848  to  2,040,135/.  in  1853.  But  Lord  Erne  pointed 
out  a  further  source  of  wealth,  in  the  seed.  It  appears 
that  the  growers  do  not  save  the  seed,  estimated  at  Al.  an 
acre,  but  "  leave  it  to  be  liquified  in  a  bog-hole  ;  "  thus 
losing  something  like  400,000/.  a  year. 

The  members  and  friends  of  the  "Protestant  Alliance  " 
held  a  meeting  on  the  29th  ult.  in  Freemason's  Hall,  for 
the  purpose  of  addressing  the  Government  on  the  subject 
of  the  interference  with  freedom  of  conscience  exercised 
on  British  subjects  in  Popish  countries.     The  Earl  of 
Shaftesbury  presided,  and  addressed  the  meeting  at  great 
length,  and  speeches  were  made  by  Sir  Culling  Eardley 
and  others.     The  meeting  adopted  a  memorial,  addressed 
by  the  committee  of  the  Protestant  Alliance  to  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  stating  the  grounds  of  complaint  and  the 
remedy  required — the  cessation  of  diplomatic  relations 
with  the  ofi'ending  states.     "The  committee,"  says  the 
memorial,  "conceive  that  no  political  complication  or 
difficulty  could  result  from  its  being  made  distinctly 
known  that  Great  Britain  will  not  maintain  diplomatic 
relations  with  any  state  which  shall  persist  in  denying 
to  British  subjects  within  its  territory  the  free  exercise 
of  their  religion,  with  liberty  to  possess  places  of  worship 
for  their  own  use,  as  well  as  places  of  interment,  and  to 
have  the  rites  of  baptism,  marriage,  and  burial  performed 
among   themselves   without   hindrance   or    compulsory 
secrecy.     To  demand  less  than  this  measure  of  liberty 
and  justice  as  the   condition   of  continued   diplomatic 
relations,  would  not  seem  consistent  with  the  high  position 
and  moral  claims  of  England.     In  the  case  of  any  alleged 
offence  on    the  part  of    British    subjects    against   the 
church  established  in  those  countries,  by  the  peaceable 
avowal  of  their  own  religious  convictions,  the  penalties 
afiixed  by  the  codes  above-mentioned,  are,  it  is  conceived, 
wholly  unjustifiable,  and  inconsistent  with  the  admitted 
principles  of  international  law.  The  committee  conceive 
that,  if  the  refusal  of  any  power  to  comply  with  these 
righteous  demands  should  lead  to  the  cessation  of  such 
diplomatic    intercourse,   no   danger   would   necessarily 
result  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  this  country ;  as  no 
ground  for  war  could  arise  out  of  it,  and  as  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United   States  finds  it  qoite  practicable  to 
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protect  the  American  trade  with  Europe  by  means  of 
consuls  where  they  have  no  resident  minister.  The 
committee  submit*  however,  to  your  lordship,  that 
whatever  hazards  or  inconveniences  miglit  attend  so 
decided  a  course  of  action.  Great  Britain,  raised  by 
Divine  Providence  to  the  highest  eminence  among  the 
nations,  lies  under  the  strongest  and  most  sacred  obliga- 
tions to  assert  and  uphold  the  rights  of  conscience,  and 
to  employ  her  utmost  influence  with  the  Governments 
of  other  countries  to  obtain  the  recognition  of  religious 
freedom." 

The  Annual  Cattle  Show  of  the  Smithjicld  Club  was 
held  at  the  Baker  Street  Bazaar  on  the  6th,  7th,  8th, 
and  9th  inst ;  and  it  has  been  remarked  that  it  was  a 
decided   advance   in  usefulness  and  in  matters  of  real 
importance.     There  have  been  shows  at  which  better 
classes  of  Devons,  Shortliorns,  Herefords,  Leicesters,  and 
even  Southdowns  have  been  exhibited,  but  none  where 
the  tendency  to  overfatten  has  left  so  little  ground  for 
complaint,  where,  if  found,  it  has  been  so  pointedly 
noticed  by  the  judges,  and  where  excellence  has  been 
treated  so  independently  of  mere  purity  of  breed.     The 
Shorthorns  have  carried  off' the  two  gold  medals  competed 
forin  the  cattle  classes ;  and  Mr.  Stratton's  steerespecially 
was  a  very  perfect  specimen  of  his  breed.  The  finest  speci- 
men of  Devon  breed  was  a  cow,  fourteen    years  old, 
exhibited  by  Lord  Leicester.     But  Sir  Harry  Verney's 
huge  ox  eclipsed  even  the  prize  animals  in  the  number  of 
his  visitors.     Mr.  Turner,  of  Barton, and  other  exhibitors, 
showed  fine  animals,  but  on  the  whole,  neither  the  "  red 
cattle  "  of  the  west  nor  the  white-faced  Herefords  were 
in  such  strength  as  on  former  occasions.     Tlie  muster  of 
Scots,  both  West  Highland  and  polled  Galloways,  was 
unusually  poor.     In  sheep,  the  display  of  Southdowns 
formed  a  good  average  both  in  quality  and  numbers. 
The  other  pure  breeds  were  hardly  up  to  the  mark  of 
former  years,  but  there  were  many  excellent  pens  of 
crosses,  and  here  again  the  increasingly  useful  tendency 
of  the  Club  show  was  favourably  developed.     The  pigs, 
as  they  always  do,  formed  a  leading  feature  in  the  show. 
The  ladies  seemed  to  take  special  interest  in  these  animals, 
fat  and  unwieldy  as  they  were.     Prince  Albert's  pen  of 
pigs,  which  gained  the  gold  medal,  was  much  admired. 
The  galleries  where  the  agricultural  implements,  roots, 
seeds,  &c.,  were  exhibited,  also  attracted  much  notice. 
There  were  specimensof  all  the  different  reaping  machines 
which  have  of  late  years  filled  so  large  a  space  in  the 
agricultural  mind  ;  but  the  one  which  drew  the  most 
attention  was  a  large  machine  on  Bell's  construction, 
which  gained  the  prize  last  autumn  at  the  competition 
on  Mr.  Pusey's  farm.     In  the  department  of  roots  the 
exhibition  of  the  Dublin  Society  formed  a  conspicuous 
feature,  as  well  as  a  magnificent  collection  of  specimens 
of  green  crops  from  Mr.  T.  Gibbs.     There  were  several 
steam  engines  for  agricultural  purposes  at  work  in  the 
yard  outside,  which  had  also  their  share  of  attention.     A 
committee  Avas  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  the  club,  with  a  view  to  its  more  elficient  working. 
The  committee  that  was  appointed  last  year  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  adding  a  poultry  show  to  the   other 
departments   of  the   exhibition   gave   in    their   report, 
stating  that,  from  a  regard  to  the  limited  accommodation 
on  the  premises,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  have  a 
poultry  show  in  connection  with  their  usual  exhibition. 
The  annual  dinner,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  took  place  at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern  on  the 
7th,  and  Mr.  Philip  Pusey,  in  acknowledging  the  toast 
of  "  The  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England,"  said 
he  believed  that  that  society  now  represented  something 
like  5000  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Kngland,  and  that  it 
had  and  was  conferring  a  national  benefit.     Its  operations 
were  scattered  abroad  from  the  Land's  End  to  the  cliffs  of 
Dover,  and  the  next  show  was  to  be  in  a  county  in  which, 
through   its   instrumentality,    and   the   energy   of    the 
agricultural  body,  the  greatest  improvement  had  taken 
place.    They  had  heard  much  of  the  drainage  of  Holland, 
but  in  Lincolnshire    no   less  than   000,000   acres  had, 
by   means  of  species  of  canals,  been  rescued  from  the 
sea,  and  were   now  in  a  forward  state  of  cultivation. 
During  the  four  days  of  the  show  the  number  of  visitors 
exceeded  100,000. 

The  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of  England  held  its 
December  meeting  on  the  10th  inst.   at  its  rooms   in 


Hanover  Square ;  Mr.  Pusey,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 
From  the  report  we  learn,  that  during  the  past  half-year 
the  Society  has  lost  by  death  or  resignation  43  members, 
but  has  enrolled  on  its  list  156  new  members  :  it  now 
consists  of  88  life  governors,  148  annual  governors,  760 
life  members,  40/3  annual  members,  and  20  honorary 
members.  Lord  Ashburton  succeeds  to  the  vacancy  in 
the  vice-prei-idents  caused  by  the  death  of  Lord  Ducie ; 
and  Mr.  Leslie  Melville  of  Lincolnshire,  and  Mr.  Barth- 
ropp  of  Suffolk,  succeed  Lord  Ashburton  and  Professor 
Sewell  as  members  of  the  general  council.  The  balance- 
sheet  of  the  society  shows  that  on  the  30lh  June 
last  there  was  a  balance  of  2249^.  in  hand.  In  reply  to  a 
question,  Mr.  Pusey  stated  that  the  council  had  adopted 
a  memorial  to  Lord  Clarendon  in  reference  to  throwing 
open  the  guano  trade  ;  and  that  Lord  Clarendon  had  con- 
sented to  receive  a  deputation  consisting  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  Lord  Berners,  and  Mr.  Pusey.  At  the  close 
of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Pusey  mentioned  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  society  will  be  at  Lincoln. 

The  Governors  of  the  Charterhouse  met  on  the  11th  inst. 
to  consider  a  memorial  addressed  to  them  by  the  "Poor 
Brothers"  of  the  Institution,  praying  for  an  increase  in 
the  pension  of  25/.  allotted  to  them,  and  representing 
that  the  revenues  of  the  hospital  have  greatly  increased 
since  the  ho.^pital  was  founded.  The  governors  decided 
that  they  could  not  consistently  with  their  duty  make 
any  increase  in  the  pension  of  the  brotherhood.  The 
governors  present  were  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbui-y  ,the 
Bishop  of  London,  Lord  Panmure,  Mr.  Justice  Cresswell, 
and  Archdeacon  Hale.  The  "  Poor  Brothers"  of  the 
Charterhouse  are  eighty  in  number,  neither  more  nor 
less  than  when  Thomas  Sutton  founded  the  charity.  A 
brother,  on  receiving  his  appointment,  has  to  find  furni- 
ture for  the  apartment  provided  for  him,  with  the 
exception  of  the  following,  which  are  supplied  for  his  use 
by  the  Governors :  A  poker  and  iron  shovel,  an  iron 
fender,  a  pair  of  bellows,  a  deal  table,  and  a  wooden 
chair.  At  the  expiration  of  four  years  sheets  and  pillow- 
cases are  supplied  for  the  use  of  a  poor  brother  by  the 
authorities.  The  brethren  dine  together  every  day  in 
the  hall.  They  are  also  supplied  with  coals  and  candles, 
and  bread  and  butter  in  their  own  rooms.  The  only 
article  of  clothing  furnished  by  the  governors  is  a  cloth 
cloak,  which  is  supplied  once  in  every  two  years.  The 
pension,  in  money,  is  25/.  per  annum.  In  the  above 
mentioned  memorial  which  the  brethren  sent  in  to  the 
governors  they  state  this  sum  has  been  found  wholly  in- 
sufficient to  provide  such  daily  needful  comforts  as  are 
essential  to  health,  decency,  and  cleanliness,  and  which 
are  not  furnished  by  the  hospital,  viz.  clothing,  linen, 
washing,  boots  and  shoes,  groceries,  &c.,  and  that  it  is 
especially  inadequate  when  weighed  with  the  greatly  in- 
creased revenvies  of  the  hospital  since  the  time  of  its 
founder.  The  petitioners  also  state  that  they  have  been 
accustomed  to  something  more  than  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  have  been  taught  to  consider  Charterhouse  as 
an  asylum  for  decayed  gentlemen  ;  and  they  offer  this  as 
an  additional  claim  to  an  improvement  in  their  position. 
The  revenues  of  the  Charterhouse  are  now  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  per  annum,  or  six  times  greater  than  they 
were  when  the  number  of  pensioners  was  fixed.  Besides 
the  maintenance  of  the  eighty  old  men,  called  the 
brethren,  the  charity  educates  and  supports  forty  boys. 

Mr.  Mechi,  in  the  14th  inst.  gave  a  lecture  at  the 
Society  of  Arts,  giving  an  account  of  the  results  of  his 
Agricultural  Imjirovements  on  his  Farm  at  Tiptree  Hall. 
His  principal  statements  were  to  the  following  effect. 
His  leading  principle  is  the  application  of  steam  to  culti- 
vation. What  he  had  said  not  long  ago  in  praise  of  the 
American  threshing-machine  caused  the  suspension  of 
orders  for  the  old  implement  all  over  the  country.  Seven 
years  back,  his  views  were  the  butt  of  ridicule :  but  he 
could  now  appeal  to  his  balance-sheet,  which  showed,  for 
the  past  year,  a  clear  profit  of  583/.  16s.  'id.  ;  beyond 
which  he  might  in  fairness  claim  something  for  the  im- 
proved soil.  He  had  already  startled  farmers  by 
announcing  that  live-stock  is  a  necessary  evil.  He 
repeated  it ;  live-stock  does  not  pay  except  by  the  manure 
produced  :  and  the  axiom  includes  the  fashionable  hobby 
of  the  day— poultry.  But  the  manure  is  invaluable. 
This  was  the  cause  of  the  improvement  in  his  balance- 
sheet.     Double   your  live  stock,  and  you  double  your 
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manure.  The  effects  of  irrigation  are  enormous.  It 
Las  utterly  changed  a  five-acre  pasture  by  Tiptree  Hall, 
the  soil  of  which  has  hitherto  been  bird-lime  in  winter, 
cast-iron  in  summer.  Irrigated  grass,  it  has  been 
proved  by  chemical  experiments,  contains  2.j  per  cent 
more  of  meat-producing  matter.  The  question  of  water- 
supply  is  closely  connected  with  these  considerations. 
Housewives  should  regard  their  slops  with  reverence ; 
sewers  are  mines  of  health  and  wealth,  and  their  contents 
the  better  for  ample  dilution.  The  difficulties  in 
rendering  these  treasures  available  exist  merely  in  the 
brain :  already  the  Board  of  Health  has  done  wonders. 
By  liquid  manure  he  understood  either  that  which  is  in 
its  nature  liquid,  or  the  solid  rendered  fluid  by  dilution. 
These  can  be  deodorised  by  the  introduction  of  a  jet  of 
waste  steam  into  the  tank  above  the  surface  of  its 
contents ;  and  they  will  saturate  and  render  productive 
the  now  unmanageable  subsoils.  Mr.  Mechi  gave  some 
details  of  the  machinery  and  implements  required  on  his 
system,  costing  in  the  aggregate  about  6/.  per  acre.  He 
deplores  the  want  of  Agricultural  Colleges  like  that  at 
Cirencester  ;  without  which  we  cannot  compete  with  the 
more  scientific  Scots.  He  then  called  attention  to  a 
model  of  a  steam  cultivator,  invented  by  a  Mr.  Romaine, 
and  sent  over  by  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the 
Canadian  Government.  Finding  the  apathy  and  pre- 
judice with  which  it  was  received,  he  has  himself 
advanced  funds  for  introducing  it.  The  machine  is  of 
40-horse  power,  admits  of  2-iO  revolutions  in  a  minute, 
and  is  pi-ovided  with  a  seed-box  set  in  work  simul- 
taneously with  the  ploughing-functions :  when  not 
wanted  for  these  it  is  available  for  reaping  and  other 
purposes.  He  ventured  to  predict,  that  within  seven 
years  steam  will  be  the  grand  motive  power  in  agri- 
culture. Another  steam-plough,  of  6-horse  power,  has 
been  invented  by  Mr.  Usher,  a  brewer  of  Edinburgh : 
to  the  shame  of  England,  Sydney  has  forestalled  her  in 
ordering  it.  With  steam  Mr.  Mechi  counts  on  getting 
over  even  100  acres  in  a  day.  Consider  (he  said)  the 
frightful  waste  in  horse-flesh.  An  express-engine  is 
of  1000-horse  power.  It  weighs  38  tons  ;  1000  horses 
weigh  750  tons ;  which  shows  that  the  difl'erence  is 
actually  of  no  use  save  to  move  the  horses  themselves. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Mechi  urged,  that  with  the  in- 
creasing population  an  imperative  demand  arises  for  more 
scientific  agricultural  instruction.  A  great  reform  in 
the  clumsy  processes  for  the  transfer  of  land  is  also 
needed. 

The  Queen  has  appointed  to  be  her  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners in  England  to  examine  and  consider  the 
EeJ'orm  of  the  Judicial  Estahhshments ,  Judicial  Pro- 
cedure, and  Laxos  of  India,  Sir  John  Romilly,  the  Master 
of  the  Roils,  Sir  John  Jirvis,  Chief  Justice  of  Common 
Pleas,  Sir  Edward  Ryan,  Charles^Hay  Cameron,  Esq., 
John  M'Phcrson  M'Leod,  Esq.,  John  Abraham 
Francis  Hawkins,  Esq.,  Thomas  Flower  Ellis,  Esq.  and 
Robert  Lowe,  Esq. 

An  inquiry  into  the  system  of  appointments,  promo- 
tions, scales  of  salaries,  number  of  officers  in  the  General 
Post-office,  and  the  distribution  of  its  buisiness,  is  now 
proceeding  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Lord  Elcho,  Sir 
Charles  Trevelyan,  Sir  Stafibrd  Northcote,  and  Mr.  E. 
A.  Hoffay. 

The  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have  decided  upon  effect- 
ing great  sanitary  improvements  in  the  Royal  Dock- 
yards. They  have  already  issued  a  circular  calling  for 
information  as  to  the  exact  sanitary  condition  of  Wool- 
wich, and  have  directed  plans  to  be  prepared  for  the  re- 
moval of  nuisances  and  the  immediate  remedy  of  imper- 
fect arrangements. 

Regulations  have  been  adopted  by]the  Admiralty  for  es- 
tablishing a  more  Uniform  System  of  Punishments  in  the 
Navy ;  and  they  have  been  promulgated  by  a  circular 
forwarded  to  all  commandevs-in-chief,  captains,  com- 
manders, and  commanding  officersof  her  Majesty's  ships 
and  vessels,  and  to  all  the  superintendents  at  all  the  naval 
ports.  Officers  are  strictly  to  avoid  "  abusive  language 
and  degrading  expressions,"  and  to  check  "  any  tendancy 
to  the  abuse  of  power."'  Punishments  are  to  be  definite, 
"  and  no  punishment  is  ever  to  be  prolonged  '  until  fur- 
ther orders.'  "  Great  care  is  to  be  taken  in  giving 
certificates  of  character ;  and  the  captain  is  to  consult 
the  officer  next  in  command  to  himself.     The  terms  of  a 


scale  of  character  to  be  adopted  in  future  are  given, — 
"  Very  good;  good;  fair  or  passable;  indifferent;  bad." 
Corporal  punishment  is  to  be  rarely  used,  and  when  in- 
flicted, the  fact  and  the  attendant  circumstances  are  to 
be  stated  in  the  quarterly  returns.  The  use  of  irons  is 
to  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible ;  and  confinement  in 
coal-bunkers  is  forbidden. 

The  Strike  of  the  Preston  Operatives  still  continues, 
and  there  is  no  prospect  of  its  speedy  termination.  There 
seems  to  .be  little,  if  any  increase,  in  the  number  of 
applicants  for  work  at  the  closed  mills  ;  indeed  the  regis- 
tration of  the  names  of  those  seeking  employment  are 
scarcely  ever  mentioned.  The  reports  show  that  there 
has  again  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  persons 
relieved  by  the  various  committees.  The  income,  how- 
ever, has  more  than  kept  pace  with  the  increased  de- 
niands  on  the  funds.  During  the  week  ending  on  the 
17th  inst.  15,502  persons  were  relieved  at  the  cost  of 
2,908^.  7s.  9r/.  In  the  previous  week  the  number 
relieved  was  14,972.  and  the  cost.2,S20;.  8s.  This  sum  dis- 
bursed by  the  respective  committees  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  strike  now  amounts  to  close  upon  30,000^. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  condition  to  which  some  of 
the  unemployed  are  reduced,  it  may  be  recorded  that  at 
a  meeting  of  spinners  held  in  the  Temperance  Hall  on 
the  16th  inst.  an  operative  named  Giles  Howarth,  in 
seconding  a  resolution  pledging  those  present  to  "  stand 
firm  for  ten  per  cent,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  their 
union,"  made  the  following  statement: — "There  is 
suffering  (said  he)  in  the  town  of  Preston,  and  such 
suffering  as  few  have  any  idea  about.  I  myself  know  a 
family  who  have  visited  a  slaughter-house  regularly  and 
fetched  blood  and  used  it,  without  having  anything  like 
groats  or  bread  to  mix  with  it.  There  is  also  another 
man  who  has  been  without  food  until  he  has  been  seen 
picking  the  bits  out  from  the  wash  that  was  put  by  for 
pigs.  These  statements  are  not  made  at  random  ;  they 
are  the  result  of  observation  ;  and  (added  the  speaker) 
they  brand  the  manufacturers  of  Preston  with  infamy." 
— At  Wigan,  the  manufacturers  have  opened  their  mills 
to  such  of  the  operatives  as  were  willing  to  return  at  the 
old  wages.  At  Messrs.  Eckersley's  about  400  w^orkpeople 
went  to  work  on  the  19th  'inst.  and  about  200  more  at 
Ryland's  mill.  At  most  of  the  other  factories  a  few 
operatives  went  in,  and  on  the  whole  about  1,000  of  the 
6,000  on  strike  resumed  work.  The  trades  delegates 
from  other  towns,  as  well  as  the  leaders  of  the  move- 
ment in  Wigan,  were  watching  the  factories  from 
4  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  did  not  fail  to  use  all  the 
persuasion  of  which  they  were  masters  and  where  that  did 
not  succeed  even  threats,  to  keep  back  the  operatives,  or 
probably  more  would  have  gone  to  work.  The  magis- 
strates  have  exerted  themselves  to  prevent  intimidation 
and  several  persons  have  been  taken  into  custody  by  the 
police. 

A  conference  on  the  subject  of  the  Prevention  of 
Juve7iile  Delinquency  was  held  at  Birmingham  on  the 
20th  inst.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Sir  John  Paking- 
ton,  M.P.  ;  and  gathered  round  him  were  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, Lord  Harrowby,  Mr.  Adderley,  M.P. ;  Mr. 
MoucktonMilnes,  M.P. ,  Mr.  M.D.Hill,  Mr.  Muntz,  M.P. , 
Archdeacon  Sandford,  the  Reverend  Canon  Wood,  the 
Reverend  Angell  James,  the  Reverend  F.  Temple, 
Principal  of  Kneller  Hall,  the  Mayors  of  Birmingham, 
Kidderminster,  and  Gloucester,  the  Honourable  Arthur 
Kinnaird,  M.P.,  Mr.  Bates,  M.P.,  Mr.  Spooner,  M.P., 
Mr.  Samuel  Gurney,  the  Baron  de  Bode,  and  other 
gentlemen.  Among  those  from  whom  letters  were  read 
were,  the  Bishops  of  Winchester,  Worcester,  and  Oxford, 
Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Lovaine,  Lord  Radnor,  Lord 
Norreys,  Lord  Henry  Chohnondeley,  Mr.  Cobden,  Mr. 
Walter,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Phinn,  Mr.  Smith  Child,  Mr. 
Stuart  Wortley,  and  other  Members  of  Parliament. 
Communications  had  also  been  received  from  upwards  of 
forty  magistrates,  many  chairmen  of  quarter-sessions, 
and  recorders.  Lord  Shaftesbury  reported  that  he  had 
received  letters  from  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  from  Mr.  Matthew  Baines,  and  from  Mr. 
Henry  Fitzroy,  all  favourable  to  the  objects  of  the  con- 
ference. A  series  of  resolutions  were  moved  and 
supported;  the  principal  speakers  being  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, Mr.  Adderley,  Mr.  Monckton  Milnes,  Lord 
Harrowby,  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill,  Mr.  Joseph  Sturge,  Mr. 
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Miintz,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Jelinger  Symons,  and  the 
Reverend  Angell  James.  There  was  a  dLscussion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  inflicting  punishment  on  children  before 
attempts  are  made  to  reform  them.  Mr.  M,  D.  Hill 
protested  against  corporal  punishment ;  hut  it  was 
generally  agreed  that  some  amount  of  suffering  must 
precede  reformation.  The  following  are  resolutions 
adopted :— "  That  before  proceeding  to  the  consideration 
of  the  legislative  amendments  imperatively  called  for  in 
the  national  treatment  of  morally  destitute  and  criminal 
children,  this  Conference  fully  concurs  in  the  resolution 
of  the  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  viz., 
'  That  it  apjiears  to  this  committee  to  be  established  l)y 
the  evidence,  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  present 
aggregate  of  crime  might  be  prevented,  and  thousands 
of  mi^erable  human  beings,  who  have  before  them  under 
our  present  system  nothing  but  a  hopeless  career  of 
wickedness  and  vice,  might  be  converted  into  virtuous, 
honest,  and  industrious  citizens,  if  due  care  were  taken 
to  rescue  destitute,  neglected,  and  criminal  children, 
fi-om  the  dangers  and  temptations  incident  to  their  posi- 
tion.' That,  properly  to  effect  the  great  object  contem- 
plated in  the  preceding  resolution,  this  Conference  is  of 
opinion  that  the  country  requires  legislation  for  the 
establishment  of  reformatory  schools  for  children  con- 
victed of  crime  or  habitual  vagrancy,  and  that  such 
schools  should  be  founded  and  supported  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  resoluti(m  of  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons, — viz.,  partly  by  local  rates,  partly  by 
contributions  from  the  State.  That  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Conference,  every  encouragement  should  be 
given  to  reformatory  schools,  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions,  for  the  benefit  of  destitute  and  criminal 
children;  and  that  power  should  be  given  to  govern- 
ment, and  to  counties  and  boroughs,  to  contract 
with  the  managers  of  such  institutions  for  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  criminal  children  therein.  Such  in- 
stitutions to  be  subject  to  government  inspection.  That 
power  should  be  created  for  sending  children  convicted 
of  crime,  or  habitual  vagrancy,  to  refirmatory  estab- 
lishments for  sufficient  time  for  their  reformation  or 
industrial  training,  or  until  satisfactory  sureties  may  be 
found  for  their  future  good  conduct.  That  powers 
should  be  conferred  in  certain  cases  to  apprentice  boys 
on  their  leaving  reformatory  scliools,  or  to  adopt  other 
measures  at  the  publiccostfor  enabling  them  to  commence 
a  course  of  honest  industry."  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  resolutions  ;  and  another  committee  to 
superintend  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  of  such  other  documents  as  they  might 
think  would  promote  his  objects.  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill  an- 
nounced that  Lady  Byron  would  pay  the  expense  of  a 
lecturer  to  disseminate  the  views  of  the  C(mference,  if 
they  thought  fit  to  accept  such  aid.  In  the  evening,  a 
public  meeting  in  the  Town-hall  ratified  the  views  ex- 
pressed at  the  official  conference  in  the  morning.  The 
great  hall  was  crowded  by  a  respectalde  audience,  evi- 
dently much  interested.  The  speakers  were,  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  L' rd  Harrowby,  Mr.  Adderley,  Sir  John 
Pakington,  the  Reverend  John  Clay,  Chaplain  of  Preston 
Gaol,  Mr.  M.  D.  Hill,  Lord  Lyttleton,  Mr.  Wolryche 
Whitmore,  Mr.  Arthur  Kinnaird,  Mr.  Moncktou  Milnes, 
and  Lord  Caltliorpe. 


PERSONAL  NARRATIVE. 

The  Queen,  Prince  Albert,  and  the  Royal  family  left 
Osborne,  and  arrived  at  Windsor  Castle  on  the  22d  inst. 

Her  Majesty  has  settled  a  pension  of  100/.  a  year  on 
the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh, 
in  consideration  of  his  public  services. 

The  Queen  ?ias  contributed  100/.  towards  the  fund  for 
building  a  church  for  the  accommodation  of  the  English 
resident  in  Paris. 

Her  Miijesiy  has  also  granted  200/.  towards  the  Asso- 
ciation for  Promoting  the  Relief  of  Brstitution  in  the 
Metropolis,  in  consideration  of  the  severity  of  the  season, 
and  the  excessive  price  of  every  necessary  of  life. 

On  the  recommendation  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  Queen 
has  .conferred  a  pension  of  50/.  per  annum  on  Mrs. 
HogiT,  the  widow  of  the  Ettrick  Shejiherd. 

The  promotions  on  account  of  the   Burmese  "War  have 


been  gazetted.  Major  General  Godwin,  C.B.,  of  th* 
Madras  Army ;  and  Commodore  Lambert  of  the  Royal 
Navy,  are  appointed  Knights  Commanders  of  the  Bath. 
Lieut-Colonel  Holditch,  of  the  80th  Regiment ,  Captains 
Tarleton  and  Shadwell,  of  the  Royal  Navy  ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Tudor,  of  the  Bengal  Fusiliers ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Frazer,  of  the  Bengal  Engineers,  and  Captain 
Lynch,  of  the  Indian  Navy,  are  appointed  Companions 
of  the  Order.  The  Brevet  includes  twenty-two  officers 
of  the  Queen's  Army  and  that  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Amongst  the  latter  is  the  mime  of  Major 
William  Hill,  of  the  1st  Madras  Fusiliers,  who, 
by  his  gallant  defence  of  Pegu,  so  nobly  earned 
his  brevet  of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Lieiitenant-General,  Sir  George  Brown,  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Forces,  has  resigned,  and  Lieutenant- 
General  Cathcart  has  been  mentioned  as  his  successor. 

The  ceremony  of  consecration  of  the  new  Colonial 
bishops,  Dr.  Colenso,  Bishop  of  Natal,  and  Dr.  Arm- 
strong, Bishop  of  Graham's  Town,  was  performed  on 
the  30th  ult.  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  Lambeth,  by 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  London, 
and  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

General  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie,  of  Fairburn,  Ross- 
shire,  has  bequeathed  500/.  to  the  Scottish  Hospital. 
This  is  by  far  the  largest  contribution  made  to  the  funds 
of  the  Hospital  for  many  years.  General  Mackenzie 
has  besides  bequeathed  equally  large  charities  in 
England,  and  700/.  to  the  Infirmary  and  other  charities 
of  the  Highlands. 

Mr.  James  Ewing,  who  represented  Glasgow  in  the 
first  Reformed  Parliament,  died  lately,  leaving  a 
number  of  splendid  bequests;  one  of  them  for  Free 
Church  purposes  araoimted  to  18,000/.,  with  100/.  a  year 
to  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

■■  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Wellington  have  gone  to 
Lisbon,  where  the  duke  has  had  several  interviews  with 
the_Portuguese  ministers,  relative  to  taking  possession  of 
the  wide  domains  bi  stowed  by  that  nation  on  his  late 
illustrious  father,  as  well  as  assumin?  the  titles  attached 
to  them.  He  has  left  that  capital  with  the  duchess  on  a 
tour  through  the  provinces,  the  scene  of  the  late  duke's 
achievements  :  after  which  he  proposes  to  proceed  to 
Madrid  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  then  return  to  England. 

Count  Paul  P'.sterhazy,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Hungarian  Government  during  the  war  of  Independence, 
has  lieen  permitted  by  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  return 
to  Hurfjary. 

The  Professorships  at  King's  College,  London,  recently 
vacated  by  the  Reverend  Frederick  Maurice,  have  been 
filled  up.  The  Reverend  Dr.  A.  M'Caul  is  elected  to 
the  chair  of  Ecclesiastical  History  ;  and  Mr.  George 
Webbe  Dasent,  of  Magdalen  Hall,  Oxford,  Doctor  of 
Civil  Law,  is  elected  to  the  chair  of  English  Literature 
and  Modern  History.  Dr.  M'Caul  still  retains  the  chair 
of  Hebrew  and  theOld  Testament ;  and  a  lecturer  will 
be  appointed  to  relieve  him,  by  instructing  the  junior 
classes  in   Hebrew. 

The  Reverend  Charles  Luxmoore,  Assistant-Master  of 
the  Lower  School,  Eton,  has  been  elected  to  the 
vacant  Fellowship  of  Eton  College.  There  were  five 
candidates.  There  had  not  been  an  election  to  a 
Fellowship  at  Eton  for  thirteen  years. 

The  son  of  the  Emperor  of  Hayti  has  recently  arrived 
in  England  from  France,  having  travelled  under  the 
name  of  M.  Dalval.  He  is  described  as  a  most  intelli- 
gent person.  His  object  in  visiting  this  country  is  to 
complete  his  education,  for  whicli  purpose  he  will 
shortly  proceed  to  Dawlish,  and  place  himself  under  a 
clergyman  of  that  place.  It  is  expected  that  the 
Emperor  of  Hayti  himself,  with  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Court,  will  vi.^it  his  son  during  the  ensuing 
spring. 

<9!iihtarj)  at  jSotaiilr  prr^oti^. 

General  Sir  ArcusTu.s  de  Butt.s  K.C.n.,  the  scuicr  Colonel- 
Commandant  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  died  ou  the  2i>th  ult., 
aged  eighty-three  years. 

Geveral  Sir  Thomas  Bradforo,  G.C.B.,  G.C.H.,  died  on  the 
•2Sth  ult.,  at  his  residence,  Eaton-square,  aged  seventy-six. 

Tlie  Kev.  J.  S.  Grovkr,  Fellow  of  Eton,  and  until  withm 
the  last  eighteen  months  Vice-Provost  of  the  College,  died  on 
the  2!ith  ult. 
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Vice-Admiral  Dacres  died  at  his  seat,  Catesfield,  ueai'  Fare- 
ham,  on  tlie  4th  in&t. 

Lord  FuLLEUTON,  who  lately  retired  from  the  Scottish 
bench,  died  on  tlie  ord  iust.  in  his  seventy-ciglith  year. 

Mrs.  Amelia  OriE,  the  once  popular  authoi-ess,  died  at 
Norwich,  on  the  2ud  iust ,  m  her  eighty -fifth  year. 

Captain  Warner,  well  known  for  liis  invention  of  what  was 
called  the  "  long-  range,"  died  on  the  .5th  inst 

The  Rev.  R.  Haringxon,  D.D.,  Principal  of  Brazeuose  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  died  on  the  13th  inst.,  after  an  illness  of  only 
tlS-ee  days'  duration.  He  was  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  BuwAKD  PouLTNEY,  the  philauthropical  founder  of  the 
Home  in  the  East,  died  on  Thursday  weeli,  after  a  few  hours' 
illness,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-two  years. 

The  Marchioness  Wellesley  died,  on  the  17th  inst.,  at  her 
apartments  at  Hampton  Court  Palace,  after  a  short  illuess- 
The  deceased,  Marianne  Marchioness  Wellesley,  was  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  Richard  Catun,  and  when  the  late  celebrated  Manjuis 
Wellesley  manued  her  she  was  widow  of  Mr.  Robert  Patterson. 


She  was  the  Marquis's  second  wife,  to  whom  she  was  united 
Oct.  29th,  182-5.  The  late  Marchioness  was  for  many  years 
Lady  of  the  Bedchamber  to  her  late  Majesty,  Queen  Adelaide. 

Theresa,  Countess  of  Eglinton.  died  on  the  16th  iust., 
fi'om  aneurism.  Her  Ladyship  was  a  daughter  of  C.  Newcomen, 
Esq  ,  ;iiid  widow  of  R.  H.  Cockerel!,  Esq.,  and  was  married  in 
1841  to  the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  by  whom  she  has  left  four  children. 

ToMMASO  Grossi,  the  celebrated  poet,  and  rival  of  Manzoui, 
died  at  Milan  on  the  luth. 

Dr.  Wardi.aw,  au  eminent  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Dissenters,  died  at  Glasg«>w  on  the  17th  inst  ,  in  the  seventy- 
first  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fifty-first  of  his  ministry. 

Mr.  Rose,  a  retired  cheeseniougei-,  who  carried  ou  business 
in  the  Strand  for  fifty-four  years,  has  died  at  North  Bank, 
Regent's  Park,  in  his  hundredth  year.  His  medical  attendant- 
says — "When  in  business,  he  very  rarely  took  any  recreation, 
beyond  a  walk  in  the  countiy  ou  a  Sunday  aiternnon."  But 
"  he  was  always  a  sober  man,  an  early  riser,  and  lived  very 
plainly." 


COLONIES  AND  DEPENDENCIES. 


The  Overland  Mail  has  brought  dates  from 
Bombay  to  the  2Sth  November.  The  accounts  from 
Burmah  represent  tlie  country  to  have  been  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  confusion  from  the  several  daring 
atrocities  perpetrated  by  the  dacoits,  but  against 
whom  Captain  Latter  had  marched  his  troops  and 
inflicted  severe  punishment,  desperately  wounding  the 
notorious  chief  Meah  Toon,  who  was  conveyed  on  a 
litter  to  Ava.  While  Captain  Latter  was  thus  engaged. 
Captain  Smith  was  not  less  active  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Sarawah,  where  he  succeeded  in  capturing  one  of  the 
leaders  named  Moung  Koung  Gyee,  whom  he  ordered 
for  immediate  execution.  In  con.'-equeiice  of  these  mea- 
sures, the  disorder  had  diminished.  With  the  exception  of 
Burmah,  India  never  enjoyed  more  tranquillity  than  at 
present.  Major  Herbert  Edwards,  C.B.,  had  succeeded 
the  late  Colonel  Mackeson  as  Commissioner  at  Pesliawnr. 
Major-General  Godwin  died  at  Simlah  on  the  26th 
October,  after  a  very  short  illness,  wliile  on  a  visit  to 
the  Commander-in-cliief.  Sir  Theophilus  Metcalfe,  the 
Commissioner  at  Dellii,  died  on  the  3rd  ult.  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Gordon,  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Madras 
army,  had  died  of  cholera,  brought  on  by  overtaxing  his 
energies.  Tliis  epidemic  had  also  broken  out  at  Bombay, 
where  275  persons  had  fallen  victims.  The  disease  was 
unfortunately  on  the  increase.  The  financial  condition 
of  India  appears  to  be  most  prosperous. 


Advices  from  the  Cape  of  Good  TTope  have  been 
received  to  tb'e  9th  ult.  The  registration  for  the  new 
parliament  has  been  completed.  The  elections  will 
take  ])lace  in  March  or  April.  General  Cathcart  was  in 
Kaifirland,  where  some  uneasiness  is  felt  in  consequence 
of  the  movement  of  Anta,  a  minor  chief.  Pretorius, 
the  leader  of  the  Dutch  emigrant  boors,  and  President 
of  the  Transvaal  Republic,  is  dead.  In  the  Sovereignty 
the  feeling  was  still  strong  against  the  al)andonment  of 
the  territory.  Kich  deposits  of  copper  had  been  dis- 
covered on  the  western  coast  of  Cape  Colony.  There  is 
a  disease  amongst  cattle,  but  the  value  of  land  still 
continues  to  rise.  There  appears  to  be  ground  for 
apprehension  that  after  the  Kaffirs  have  got  in  their 
crops  they  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  resume 
hostilities.  With  them  are  a  number  of  Hottentots, 
deserters  from  the  levies  and  Cape  Mounted  liifies,  who 
retain  their  c-irliines.  On  the  13th  of  October  Colonel 
Nisbett,  60th  Rifles,  Commandant  of  British  Katfraria, 
was  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  Keiskamma.  He 
was  visiting  outposts,  and,  while  crossing  the  river  at  a 
drift  directly  below  Fort  Cox,  his  horse  stumbled  and 
he  fell  in.  The  recent  heavy  rains  had  swollen  the 
stream  and  givatly  increased  its  rapidity.  The  body 
was  found  a  mile  below,  eight  days  after  the  accident. 


!  At  Melbotcr,;e,  great  excitement  has  been  cau.sed  by 

I  the  measures  of  the  governor  respecting  the  lieense-fee 

,  exacted  from  the  diggers.     At  first  it  was  fixed  at  'il.  a 

I  month,  but   was   soon   reduced   to  3Qs.     This  reduction 

!  did  not  calm  the  agitation;  great  meetings  were  held, 


violent  speeches  made,  and  memorials  were  presented, 
calling  for  a  further  reduction  to  10s.  a  month.  The 
result  was  that  a  committee  appointed  to  take  evidence 
on  the  state  of  the  gold-fields,  advised  the  council  to 
pass  a  temporary  act  fi.xing  the  licence  for  the  ensuing 
three  months  at  10«.,  thus,  in  eft'ect,  giving  way  to  the 
demands  of  the  diggers.  It  was  estimated  that  the 
diggers  had  lost  oO,OOOZ.  by  attending  to  the  agitation 
against  the  licence-fee. — From  Sydney  we  learn,  that 
the  council  had  read  a  second  time  the  Constitution 
Bill,  in  favour  of  a  nominee  Upper  Chamber,  by  34  to 
8.  The  agitation  in  the  colony  against  the  bill  con- 
tinued and  increased.  The  petitions  adopted  at  the 
meetings  declare  that  the  present  council  does  not 
represent  the  people  of  New  South  V/ales,  and  is  there- 
fore incompetent  to  frame  a  constitution ;  and  they 
pray  tliat  the  Queen  will  not  assent  to  any  measure 
not  embodying  the  views  of  the  petitioners.  Mean- 
while, the  further  progress  of  the  bill  had  been  post- 
poned for  three  months,  in  order  to  its  more  deliberate 
consideration. — The  foundation  of  a  new  Exchange  at 
Sydney  was  laid  by  Sir  Charles  Fitzroy  on  the  25th 
August. — From  HobartTown  we  have  cheerful  accounts 
of  increasing  revenues,  and  great  advances  in  material 
improvements.  The  12th  of  August  was  kept  as  a 
jubilee  to  celebrate  the  cessation  of  transportation. 

Among  the  recent  articles  of  intelligence  from 
Atistralia,  is  the  following  extraordinary  statement. 
Contained  in  a  letter  published  in  the  Bristol  Journal, 
received  by  Mr.  Joseph  Abraham  of  that  city,  from  a 
relative  in  Hobart  Town,  and  communicated  by  Mr. 
Abraham  to  the  above  Journal  : — 

''  Hobart-town,  Sept.  8,  IS33. 

"Knowing  how  deeply  interesting  any  news  re.«pect- 
ing  Australia  must  be  to  you,  I  write  to  inform  you  of 
a  areat  discovery  that  has  again  been  made  on  the 
Geelong  side,  about  56  miles  from  the  town.  They 
have  been  digging  very  deep,  and  have  come  on  a  table 
of  gold  about  100  feet  from  the  surface,  apparently 
inexhaustible.  All  I  can  tell  you  respecting  it  is  that  the 
people's  minds  are  partly  turned,  from  the  immense 
discovery.  Every  tub-full  of  earth  they  raise  from  these 
holes  contains  pounds  weight  of  gold.  The  more  they 
dig,  the  more  inexhaustible  it  appears.  At  Geelong  a 
tumult  has  broken  out  among  the  diggers.  The  govern- 
ment has  sent  up  all  the  military  to  quell  the  dis- 
turbances, and  the  marines  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Elcctra 
are  mounting  guard  at  the  Treasury,  and  the  sailors  of 
the  above  steamer  of  war  mimnt  sentry  at  the  banks. 
The  military  from  Van  Dieinen's  Land  are  about  to  be 
despatched  to  Melbourne  to  aid  the  military  already 
there.  Goodness  only  knows  how  all  this  will  end  — 
(Hobart-town,  Sept.  o.)  By  the  steamer  from  Geelong 
this  day,  I  find  that  a  gold  quarry  has  been  discovered 
near  Geelong,  100  to  130  feet  from  the  surface  of  the 
earth,  putting  all  other  diggings  in  the  shade.  18,000 
ounces  have  been  taken  out  in  three  days  by  a  few 
persons,  and  one  person  has  got  a  lump  weighing  1901b. 
in  one  solid  piece.  This  is  no  exaggeration,  and  the 
greatest  excitement  prevails." 


27(? 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAREATIVE. 


[December,  1S53. 


NAREATIVE  OF  FOREIGN  EVENTS. 


The  War  between  the  Russians  and  Turks  has  become 
bloody  and  destructive ;  but  the  details  of  the  engage- 
ments which  have  taken  place  subsequent  to  the  first 
collision  at  Oltenitza  on  the  -Ith  of  November,  arc 
contradictory  and  uncertain. 

The  following  is  the  Turkish  official  account  of  the 
battle  of  Oltenitza,  given  by  Omer  Pacha  in  his  despatch 
to  his  government ; — "  The  possession  of  the  island  situ- 
ated in  front  of  Turtukai  having   been  considered  in- 
dispensable, I  had  effected  the  passage  of  troops,  and  in 
the  space  of  the  night  of  the  1st  managed  to  raise  tole- 
rably strong  fortifications.     On  the  foUowing  day,  the 
2nd,  two  battalions  of  infantry,  three  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  a  hundred  of  the  mounted  police,  were  conveyed  in 
large  boats  to  the  locality,  with  ammunition,  provisions, 
and  great  coats.     They  had  scarcely  landed,  when  from 
the  batteries  of  Turtukai  we  opsned  a  fire  on  the  laza- 
retto situate  on  the  left  bank.     After  the  first  discharge 
the  Russians  quitted  this  position,    and   the   imperial 
troops  took  posse^sion  of  the  building,  which  is  of  solid 
constructions,  with  vaulted  chambers.      Without  loss  of 
time  four  hundred  workmen,  under  the  direction  of  staff 
officers,  commenced  raising  fortifications,  for  which  pur- 
pose two  thousand  gabions  had  been  already  prepared. 
On  the  3rd  again  other  troops  were  sent  to  fortify  the 
position.     As  soon  as  the  imperial  troops  had  landed  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river,  the  Russians   quartered  iu  a 
large  village,  at  about  an  hour's  distance  turned  round, 
and  began  to  retreat.  A  body  of  cavalry  was  despatched 
to  reconnoitre,  and  having  encountered  at  Oltenitza  an 
outpost  of  Cossack  cavalry,  they  killed  five,  and  rejoined 
our  lines  with  a  loss  of  three  men.     We  found  at  Touzla, 
on  the  left  bank,  a  great  quantity  of  boats,  which  were 
sent  to  Turtukai.     The  number  of  boats  at  our  disposal 
having  facilitated  the  construction  of  the  bridge,  we  were 
enabled  without  delay  to  place  in  the  fortifications  twelve 
large  guns,  which  were  brought  from  Schumla.     On  the 
3rd,  at  four  p.m.,  three  battalions  of  Russian  infantry, 
■with  eight  cannons,  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  a  party 
of  Cossacks,  entered  the  village  of  Oltenitza.  Our  troops, 
posted  within  the  works  constructed  on  the  left  bank, 
waited  them  firmly.     This    same  night  I  caused  to  be 
constructed  a  bridge  at  the  conflux  of  the  Argish  and 
Danube,    and   flanked    it  with   redoubts.     Yesterday, 
Nov.  -Ith,  at  six  A.M.,^we  began  to  perceive  the  movement 
of  the  Russian  forces.     As  soon  as  their  march  was  well 
defined,  I  caused  to  be  embai-ked,  and   carried  to  the 
lazaretto,  a  reinforcement  of  one  battalion.  The  evening 
before  I  had  placed  on  an  even  ground  a  battery  of  guns 
calculated  to  face   any  attack   which  might  be  made. 
The  Russian  force  amounted  to  twenty  battalions,  three 
regiments  of  cavalry,  one  of  Cossacks,  sixteen  mounted 
batteries,  and  sixteen  on  foot.     They  formed  iu  order 
of  battle,  with  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  rear  of 
twelve  battalions,  and  the  regiment  of  Cossacks  in  lines 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns,  and  fronting  the  centre 
of  our  works.     They  advanced,  supported  by  the  fire  of 
their   artillery,    and   at   the  same  time  two  battalions, 
■with  two  cannons,  came  on  threatening  our   left   flank. 
Having  commenced  tlie  assault,  another  stronger  divi- 
sion— consisting  of  six  battalions,  with  four  canuons,  and 
having  in  the  rear  three  regiments  of  cavalry  supporting 
and  outstripping  their  left  flank — took  its  position,  and 
formed  in  two  lines,  with  artillery,  horse  and  foot,  into 
echelons,  attacking  our  right  flank.     After  an  exchange 
of    some    cannon-shots,    the   centre  gave   the  assault, 
■whereon   they   charged  both   our   wings.     The   centre 
attaclted  three   different  times,  and  each  with  a  fresh 
battalion — twice  on  the  left,  and  once  on  the  right.     A 
■well-directed  fire  from  our  fortress  at  Turtukai  soon  dis- 
persed their  right  column — and  the  centre  gradually  fell 
back  after  having  suflered  severely,  and  half  its  number 
hors  cle  combat.     The  battery  of  the  island  also  mounted 
with'po  werful  guns,  menzil  ti  ip,  and  commanded  bylvhalid 
Pasha,  did   admirable   execution  on  the  enemy's  right 
■wing.     The  Russians  advanced  with  coolness  and  reso- 
lution almost  to  the  brink  of  the   trench,  and  on  this 
account   their  loss   was   considerable,   amounting   to   a 
thousand    men  killed    and    and    double    the    number 
■wounded.     The   engagement    lasted  four   hours,   from 


noon  till  four  p.m.,  and  during  this  interval  the  waggons 
never  ceased  to  carry  off  their  dead,  and  twenty  ■were 
observed  heavy  laden  even  after  the  conflict.  With  a 
view  of  facilitating  this  duty,  as  long  as  it  lasted,  we 
abstained  from  molesting  the  enemy,  and  from  firing  a 
single  shot,  but  found,  nevertheless,  800  bodies  on  the 
field.  A  private  carriage,  moreover,  was  remarked, 
and,  fnmi  the  pains  taken  in  the  search,  we  conjecture 
it  must  have  be  en  destined  to  receive  the  body  of  a  gene- 
ral officer.  At  five  P.M.  a  total  confusion  ensued  iu  the 
Russian  ranks  :  their  lines  were  completely  broken,  and 
their  retreat  precipitate.  An  hour  later  some  few  ral- 
lied in  the  neighbouring  villages,  but  the  remainder  fled 
in  disorder.  Some  of  our  men  pushed  forward  in  pur- 
suit of  them  beyond  the  lines,  but  were  summoned  back 
by  trumpet  to  their  own  quarters.  Our  loss  amounted 
to  106  men.  We  found  on  the  field  of  battle  500  mus- 
kets, sacs,  cartridge-boxes,  equipments,  &c." 

A  Turkish  squadron  lying   in  the  harbour  of  Sinope 
in  the  Black    Sea   has   been   destroyed  by   a   Russian 
fleet.     The  only  details  of  this  disaster  are  those  given 
in     an   official    despatch    from   the    Russian    Admiral 
Nachimoff".     From  this  it  appears  that   when  he  was 
cruising  off  the  coast  of  Anatolia,  he  saw  a  division  of 
the  Turkish  quadrons  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Sinope. 
He  sent  to    Sebastopol  for  reinforcements,  and,  on  the 
30th    of    November    under     cover   of    a     dense    fog, 
entered  the  bay  under  press  of  canvas.     They  were  not 
seen  by  the  Turks  until  within  half  a  mile.     The  ships 
then  took  up  position  and  dropped  their  anchors,  under 
a  terrible  fire  from  the,Turkish  ships  and  batteries  ;  but 
in  less  than  five  minutes  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine 
demolished  the  land-battery  next  her  guns,  and  blew 
up   the   Turkish   frigate   lying  off  that  battery.     The 
Ville  de  Paris  served  another  frigate  in  the  same  way. 
The   Turks    gallantly  cut    the   cables   of  the  Empress 
Maria  and  the  Tri  Sviatitelia  ;  but  fresh   anchors  were 
dropped,    and   they  held   on.     At   two   o'clock   in  the 
afternoon  the  guns  of  the  Turkish  ships  were  silenced. 
Three  frigates,  one  of  them  of  seventy-four  guns,  with 
the  Admiral's  flag  on  board,  were  burning,  and  of  two 
transports  nothing  could   be  seen  but  the  masts.     The 
Turkish  quarter   of  Sinope   was    in   flames ;    and   the 
Admiral   stopped  the  firing,  and  sent  an  officer  with 
a  flag  of  truce  to  tell  the  authorities  of  Sinope  that  if 
another   gun   was   fired,   either  from   the  town   or  the 
strand  batteries,    he    should    certainly   bombard    and 
utterly  destroy  the  town  of  Sinope.     The  oflicer  landed 
and  stayed  above  an  hour ;  but  he  could  not  find  the 
Turkish   authorities.      He   did  not  see  a  single   Turk ; 
they  had  all  taken  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  villages. 
That  the   destruction    of  the  Turkish  fleet  might    be 
complete,  three  additional   steamers — the  Odessa — the 
Crimea,  and  the  Chersonese — were  sent  from  Sebastopol 
on  the  29th,  under  Admiral  Kornileff.      They  arrived, 
however,  at  the  close  of  the  fight,  in  time  to  attempt  to 
intercept   the     Taif  steamer, — the   sole    Ottoman   ship 
that  escaped  destruction  at  Sinope.     On  the  evening  of 
the  30th,   says   the  Russian  account,   the   guns  of  the 
burning  vessels  went  off  one   after  another ;  blew  up, 
and    their    burning    fragments    were  hurled  over    the 
Turkish  quarter  of  Sinope.     On  the  following  morning 
nothing   was   left  of  the   Turkish    squadron   but    the 
Damiette  frigate,  which  had  been  taken  in  tow  by  the 
Odessa,  and    the  sloop  and  the   corvette — mere   hulks 
^in   the   northern    portion   of  the    bay.       On    being 
examined,  the  Damiette  was  found  to  have   her   hull 
torn  by  seventeen  cannon-balls ;  and  her  rigging,  &c., 
were  in   such   a   state   that  she   could  not  be  taken  to 
Sebastopol.     She  was  run  on  shore,  and  burnt.     Orders 
were   also  given   to   burn   the  sloop    and  the  corvette. 
The  officers  charged  with  the  execution  of  these  orders 
found  on  board  the  sloop  Osman  Pacha,  the  commander 
of  the   Turkish   squadron,    who  had  a   wound  in  his 
right  leg.     They  found   also  two  captains   and   eighty 
sailors.     The   prisoners  were  at   onoe  removed  to   the 
Russian  ships.     On  that  evening  not  a  single  Turkish 
vessel  remained  in  the  harbour  of  Sinope.     The  Russian 
fleet  remained  at  Sinope,  repairing  damages,  until  the 
2nd  December ;  ■when  it  departed  for  Sebastopol. 
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While  the  result  of  the  Russian  attack  at  Sinope  was 
still  unknown  at  Constantinople,  a  formal  note  requesting 
British  and  French  aid,  was  transmitted,  on  the  5th 
inst,  by  Redschid  Pacha  to  the  English  and  French 
ambassadors.  After  stating  that  Russian  ships  of  war 
had  been  seen  cruising  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sinope  ; 
and  that  it  was  presumed  that  the  Turkish  fleet  had 
been  attacked,  and  that  a  great  disaster  had  happened, 
the  Turkish  minister  makes  the  following  appeal,  "  The 
English  and  French  fleets  have  been  sent  to  the  Bos- 
phorus  with  the  sincei-e  intention  of  protecting  the  shores 
of  the  Ottoman  empire.  This  recent  occucrence  proves 
sufficiently,  that  it  is  the  determination  of  Russia  to 
attack  by  means  of  her  fleet  those  points  against  which 
operations  may  be  best  directed.  The  impossibility, 
however,  of  defending  so  vast  an  extent  of  coast  without 
a  suflicient  force  in  the  Black  Sea  is  perfectly  evident ; 
and  although  the  Sultan's  government  has  the  intention 
of  sending  thither  the  fleet,  it  will  be  inadequate  to  the 
object  in  view.  Hence,  the  Sublime  Porte  considers 
itself  under  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to  the 
efiective  solicitude  of  the  two  allied  governments.  This 
notification  is  made  accordingly  and  at  the  same  time  to 
the   ambassadors   of  England  and   France." 

The  war  on  the  Asiatic  frontier  appears  to  be  carried  on 
with  great  vigour.  A  number  of  conflicts  have  taken  place, 
but  their  results  remain  uncertain,  each  party  claiming 
the  advantage.  The  most  important  battle  seems  to 
have  been  fnught  at  Akhaltzik,  a  place  on  the  borders  of 
Turkish  Armenia,  which  the  Russian  General  Prince 
Andronikoff',  represents  as  a  great  victory.  He  relates 
how  he  attacked  and  carried  an  inaccessible  position  of 
the  enemy  near  Akhaltzik,  with  the  bayonet,  after  a 
fierce  cannonade.  He  styles  it  an  unheard-of  feat  of 
arms,  and  one  such  as  could  only  be  accomplished  by  the 
dauntless  courage  of  Russian  soldiers.  Their  own  loss 
is  described  as  slight,  that  of  the  Turks  considerable. 
However,  they  admit  that  General  Freitag  was  killed. 
But  it  appears  that  Prince  Andronikofi'  was  engaged 
with  only  a  detachment  of  the  Turkish  army,  as  he 
states  that  the  routed  troops  could  not  efi'ect  a  junction 
with  the  main  body.  This  conflict  is  said  to  have 
occurred  on  the  26th  November.  Te  Deum  was  sung  in 
the  Imperial  chapel  and  all  the  churches  of  St.  Peters- 
burg on  the  8th  instant,  for  the  victories  at  Sinope  and 
Akhaltzik.  The  celebration  in  the  Imperial  chapel  was 
attended  by  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  the  Imperial 
Family,  Ministers  of  State,  Admirals,  Generals,  and 
dignitaries  present  in  the  capital.  A  salute  was  fired 
from  the  fortress,  and  the  city  illuminated  in  the  even- 
ing. "  The  most  pious  Czar,"  writes  the  St  Petersburg 
Journal,  "  thanked  the  Lord  of  Lords  for  the  success  of 
the  victorious  Russian  arms  which  triumphed  in  the 
sacred  combat  for  the  orthodox  faith."  Prince  Andro- 
nikofi" has  received  the  order  of  St.  George  of  the  third 
class,  and  other  officers  have  been  rewarded. 


The  accounts  from  Paris  mention  another  conspiracy 
against  the  Emperor.  A  number  of  arrests  were  effected 
on  the  10th  and  11th  inst.  More  than  100  persons  were 
taken  into  custody,  among  them  twenty-two  journeymen 
tailors  and  shopmen  employed  at  the  celebrated  esta- 
blishment of  the  Belle  Jardiniere,  on  the  Quay.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  Emperor  was  expected  to  be  present 
shortly  at  the  inauguration  of  the  works  lately  com- 
pleted in  the  bed  of  the  Seine,  opposite  the  Belle  Jar- 
diiiiere,  and  it  was  alleged  that  it  was  intended  to  fire  at 
him  from  the  windows.  It  is  confidently  asserted  that 
every  one  of  the  twenty-two  persons  above  mentioned 
had  a  loaded  gun  concealed  among  the  clothes  confided 
to  his  care. 

Placards  have  appeared  in  the  streets  of  Paris  announc- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  administrators  of  the  royal  domains 
the  sale  of  the  chateau  and  estate  Raincy,  belonging  to  the 
Orleans  family,  in  virtue  of  the  confiscation  decree  of  the 
22nd  of  January,  18.52.     The  upset  price  is  l,383,09Sf. 

M.  Bratiano,  one  of  the  prisoners  tried  in  the  affair  of 
the  conspiracy  of  the  Opera  Coraique,  but  who,  although 
acquitted,  was  detained  in  custody  on  some  other  minor 
charge,  has  been  removed  to  a  maison  de  sante,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  state  of  his  health. 

The  official  reports  of  the  prefects,  addressed  to  the 
Central  Administration,  mention  a  frightful  increase  in 


the  number  of  incendiary  fires  throughout  France.  The 
departments  the  most  cruelly  visited  are  those  of  the 
Oise,  Aisne,  Hie  et  Vilaine,  Ardennes,  &c.  Everywhere 
the  authorities  are  on  the  watch,  and  the  ge^idarmerie 
perform  continual  patrols,  but  hitherto  only  a  small 
number  of  incendiaries  have  been  arrested. 


The  intelligence  from  Italy  states  that  preparations 
are  making  for  the  simultaneous  evacuation  of  the 
Roman  States  by  the  French  and  Austrian  armies  of 
occupation.  It  appears  tiiat  a  secret  treaty  exists,  by 
which  that  double  occupation  was  to  last  for  five  years. 
The  five  years  are  about  to  expire ;  and  the  Pope  is 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  his  foreign  protectors,  and  to  trust 
his  safety  to  the'safeguard  of  Italian  troops  alone.  With 
this  view,  the  King  of  Naples  is  at  the  present  moment 
organising  a  body  of  20,000  men,  which  he  promised 
Pio  Nono,  during  his  residence  at  Gaeta,  that  he  would 
place  at  his  disposal.  The  whole  of  these  troops  are  to 
adopt  the  Pontifical  cockade,  and  to  protect  the  Holy 
See,  along  with  the  12,000  men  whom  the  Pope  has 
already  in  his  service. 

Three  outrages  upon  foreigners  have  taken  place; 
two  in  the  Neapolitan  dominions,  and  one  in  the  Roman 
States.  Mr.  Baggio,  a  British  Ionian,  who  has  long 
carried  on  business  at  Naples,  recently  visited  Paris  and 
London.  On  his  return  he  landed  at  Leghorn,  in- 
tending to  go  thence  to  Naples ;  but  the  Neapolitan 
Consul  refused  to  vise  his  passport.  He  betook  himself 
to  the  British  Consul ;  who  immediately  demanded  a 
permission  for  Mr.  Baggio  to'enter  Naples :  but  he  also 
was  refused,  on  the  ground  that  during  his  travels 
Mr.  Baggio  "  communicated  with  refugees  in  England 
and  France."  This  is  looked  upon  as  a  violation  of 
existing  treaties.  The  second  ca.'^e  is  that  of  an  American 
citizen,  Mr.  James  Carbone.  The  Neapolitan  authori- 
ties at  Messina  refused  to  allow  him  to  land,  although 
the  United  States  Consul  off'ered  the  fullest  guarantees 
for  his  good  conduct  whilst  he  transacted  business  in 
Sicily.  The  charge  against  him  was  taking  part  in 
political  events  ;  but  at  the  date  of  the  transaction  men- 
tioned by  the  police,  Mr.  Carbone  w.ns  in  America. 
Mr.  Owen,  the  American  Minister  at  Naples,  has  written 
home  for  instructions.  In  the  third  case,  the  victim  was 
a  native  of  Gibraltar,  named  Desain.  He  had  gone 
early  in  September  by  appointment  to  Rome,  with  a 
British  passport,  countersigned  by  the  Papal  Nuncio  at 
Florence.  On  his  way,  he  stopped  at  Arezzo  ;  and  there, 
on  the  night  of  the  21st,  he  was  taken  from  his  bed  by 
gendarmes.  Asking  to  see  a  magistrate,  he  was  carried 
to  gaol,  and  told  that  the  gaoler  was  the  magistrate  he 
was  to  speak  with.  From  that  time  he  was  taken  from 
prison  to  jn-ison,  and  confined,  for  terms  of  three  to 
seventeen  days,  in  Santo  Sepolcro,  Citta  di  Castello, 
Perugia,  and  Foligno.  By  bribing  some  one,  however, 
he  managed  to  get  a  letter  conveyed  to  the  British  autho- 
rities in  Rome;  where  he  himself  arrived,  a  prisoner,  on 
the  14th  November.  Mr.  Lyon  and  Mr.  Freeborn  now 
vigorously  exerted  themselves ;  and  on  the  17th  Novem- 
ber Mr.  Desain  was  taken  to  the  Consular  office,  and 
placed  under  British  protection  ;  where,  at  the  date  of 
the  intelligence,  he  was  awaiting  the  result  of  negotia- 
tions in  his  behalf. 

Attention  has  again  been  drawn  to  the  prison  suffer- 
ings of  Poerio,  the  con.stitutional  minister  of  the  King 
of  Naples,  whose  cause  Mr.  Gladstone  so  eloquently 
pleaded  in  his  Neapolitan  pamphlet.  A  letter  from 
Naples,  dated  the  4th  December,  says—"  I  am  sorry  to 
inform  you  that  Baron  Poerio,  who  has  now  worn  the 
chains  of  a  galley-slave  for  more  than  four  years,  is 
subject  to  fresh  severities,  which,  if  continued,  will,  ere 
long,  remove  him  from  the  troubles  of  this  world. 
Hitherto  the  police  authorities  have  permitted  the 
ex-minister  to  spend  ten  ducats  I'll.)  per  montli  for  such 
necessaries  as  his  state  of  health  demands.  Orders  have 
now  been  issued  that  henceforth  he  will  be  permitted  to 
receive  from  his  family  only  one  carliuo  (fourpence)  per 
day.  Now,  the  prison  in  which  this  victim  of  the  Nea- 
politan constitution  is  confined,  at  Montefusco,  is  so  ex- 
posed, that  without  fire  the  prisoners  would  perish  of 
cold,  and  the  4d.  per  day  will  scarcely  pay  for  wood  ; 
independently  of  which,  M.  Poerio  is  in  such  a  wretched 
state  of  health  as  to  require  many  comforts ;  such  as  are 


278 


THE  HOUSEHOLD  NAEEATIVE. 


[Deckmbeb,  1853. 


accorded  to  the  Tery  worst  criminal  are  refused  to  the 
late  friend  and  adviser  of  his  Sicilian  Majesty." 


The  Legislative  Assembly  of  Piedmont  was  opened  on 
the  19th  inst.  by  the  King  in  person.  He  congratulated 
the  Piedraontese  nation  on  its  intelligence  ;  and  recom- 
mended the  Parliament  to  encourage  that  spirit  of  union, 
by  the  aid  of  which  the  Government  might  find  force 
sufficient  to  maintain  intact  the  dignity  of  the  country, 
and  preserve  the  noble  principle  of  national  independence 
from  any  insult.  He  concluded  with  these  words — 
"  Have  confidence  in  me,  and  by  our  union  we  will 
crown  the  grand  edifice  raised  by  the  hands  of  my  father, 
and  which  mine  will  defend  and  preserve." 

An  entcresting  event  took  place  at  Turin  on  the  15th 
inst.  ;  t)ie  opening  and  consecration  of  a  fine  new  church 
built  for  the  use  of  the  Waldenses.  The  building  is 
situated  in  one  of  the  best  new  streets  of  Turin,  the  Via 
del  Re  ;  and  its  ai-chitecture,  Lomhard-Gothie,  is  said  to 
recal  the  purer  days  of  Italian  Rt-ligion.  It  is  without 
the  usual  "  chapels  "  at  the  side  of  Italian  churches  ; 
it  has  no  pictures,  statues,  or  altars,  but  only  a  simple 
table  with  a  pulpit  behind  it.  This  churcli  has  been 
built  by  private  subscription  ;  and  prominent  among 
the  subscribers  is  General  Beckwitli,  who  enjoys  the 
reputation  of  being  a  most  munificent  patron  of  the 
people  of  the  Vallies.  Tlie  ojjening  and  consecration  of 
the  church  was  attended  by  about  twelve  hundred 
persons,  besides  a  multitude  in  the  streets.  Among 
those  witliin,  were  Mr.  Hudson,  the  British  Minister, 
M.  Bunsen,  the  Prussian  Envoy,  M.  Malan,  the  first 
Deputy  from  the  Vaudois,  and  General  Beckwith.  Two 
sermons  were  preached  ;  one  in  French,  by  the  Moder- 
ator, M.  Revel  ;  a  second  in  Italian,  by  M.  Meille.  The 
last-named  gentleman  gave  a  history  of  the  Waldenses, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  they  met  there  by  virtue  of 
the  constitution  granted  by  Charles  Albert,  and  noldy 
preserved  by  Victor  Emanuel.  The  Waldenses  are  in 
direct  connexion  with  the  British  Government.  Oliver 
Cromwell  authoi'ised  a  subscription  to  be  raised  for  their 
benefit  while  they  were  suffering  under  the  cruel  per- 
secutions of  the  Duke  of  Savoy :  part  of  it  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  Vallies  ;  and  part  he  funded,  arranging 
that  the  interest  should  be  sent  to  them,  annually. 
Charles  the  Second  seized  this  fund ;  Queen  Anne  re- 
stored it ;  but  in  1797  it  fell  into  disuse  in  consequence 
of  the  war.  It  was  revived  again  in  1826,  and  is  p.iid  to 
this  day.  This  fund  is  expended  exclusively  on  educa- 
tion and  religion  ;  and  furnishes  a  part  of  the  salaries  of 
fifteen  pastors,  fifteen  parish  schoolmasters,  and  ninety 
hamlet  schoolmasters.  The  Waldenses  now  amount  to 
about  20,000  in  the  Vallies :  they  have  a  College,  but 
take  their  degrees  of  theology  in  Switzerland.  They 
publish  two  newspapers — La  Bitona  Novella  at  Turin, 
and  Le  Glaneur  Savoyard  at  Chambery. 


The  Prussian  Parliament  was  opened  on  the  2<Sth 
November,  by  the  Minister-President,  M.  deManteuffel, 
who  read  a  speech  on  behalf  of  the  King.  The  only 
topic  of  general  importance  was  the  Eastern  question. 
"  Gentlemen,  your  deliberations  commence  at  a  mo- 
ment in  which  apprehensions  are  felt  that  the  peace, 
which  has  so  happily  and  so  long  been  preserved  in 
Europe,  might  be  disturbed  in  consequence  of  complica- 
tions that  have  sprung  up  in  the  East.  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  not,  and  cannot,  conceal  from  you  that 
these  apprehensions  have  actual  grounds.  The  Govern- 
ment, however,  looks  forward  with  confidence.  Prussia, 
relying  on,  and  fully  conscious  of,  her  own  strength, 
will  continue  to  prosecute  the  sincere  and  active  endea- 
vours she  has  hitherto  made  in  every  direction  to  plead 
the  cause  of  peace  and  moderation  in  this  eventful 
question   with  independence   and   impartial   language. 


Whatever  turn  events  may  take.  Providence  has  placed 
the  King,  our  most  gr-icious  master,  at  the  head  of  a 
martial,  patiiotic,  and  united  people  ;  and  his  Majesty's 
Government — be  assured  of  this,  gentlemen — will,  in 
every  step  that  it  may  be  called  upon  to  take  in  this 
matter,  adopt  the  true  interest  of  the  country,  which  is 
inseparable  from  that  of  the  Crown,  as  the  sole  criterion 
of  their  efforts  and  their  actions." 


The  American  mail  has  brought  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  Consress  on  the  6th 
inst.  ;  an  important  document,  of  which  the  following 
are  the  principal  topics  : — The  President  opens  his  mes- 
sage with  a  thanksgiving  for  the  general  prosperity  the 
country  enjoys.  The  diplomatic  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  foreign  powers  are  stated  to  be  essentially 
unchanged  since  the  last  assemblage  of  Congress.  The 
pending  questions  still  under  arrangement  with  some  of 
these  states  are  in  course  of  amicable  adjustment. 
Negotiations  are  in  progress  with  England  respecting 
the  fishery  question,  and  there  are  fair  prospects  that  a 
settlement  of  a  favourable  character  for  American  fisher- 
men will  be  come  to.  The  President  recnmraends  that 
the  boundary  line,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  North  American  Provinces  in  the  north-west, 
should  be  traced  and  marked.  The  message  reports 
that  some  progress  has  been  made  in  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  commerce  and  navigation  with  France.  In  reference 
to  the  piratical  expeditions  against  the  island  of  Cuba, 
the  message  declares  that,  since  the  last  Congress,  no 
attempts  have  been  made  by  an  unauthorised  expedition 
within  the  United  States  against  the  Spanish  culonies  ; 
and  that,  should  any  movement  be  made  with  such  an 
object  in  view,  all  the  means  the  President  has  at  his 
command  shall  be  vigorously  exerted  to  repress  the 
attempt  at  any  such  organisation.  With  respect  to  the 
Kossta  aft'air,  the  President  declares  that,  after  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  matter,  he  has  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  Kossta  was  illegally  seized  at  Smyrna,  and 
that  he  was  wrongfully  detained  on  board  the  Austrian 
sliip  of  war;  that  at  the  time  of  his  seizure  he  was  clothed 
with  the  American  nationality.  The  acts  of  the  Ame- 
rican officers  under  the  circumstances  are  also  declared 
to  have  been  justifiable,  and  they  are  fully  approved. 
The  compliance  with  the  subsequent  demands  of  Austria 
is  declined  wliile  the  principles  maintained  by  the 
United  States  Secretary  of  State  in  his  correspondence 
with  the  Austrian  minister,  Baron  Halsemann,  will  on 
all  similar  occasions  be  applied  and  enforced.  The 
Treasury  Report  shows  a  surplus  for  the  fiscal  year  of 
thirty-two  million  dollars,  out  of  which  some  thirteen 
million  dollars  ofthe  public  debt  has  been  paid,  leaving 
the  present  debt  of  the  United^States  at  fifty-six  million 
dollars.  The  President  recommends  that  further  pro- 
gress be  made  towards  extinguishing  the  debt  of  the 
Union.  He  also  recommends  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 
The  navy  is  declared  to  be  in  an  inefficient  state,  and 
measures  for  its  improvement  are  recommended.  An 
increase  in  the  army  is  also  considered  as  necessary, 
especially  on  the  frontiers.  The  Post-office  revenue  is 
reported  to  be  deficient  to  the  extent  of  two  millions  of 
dollars. 


The  accounts  from  Ciiba  mention  the  continued  impor- 
tation of  negroes.  Above  a  thousand  had  recently  been 
landed  from  two  vessels  without  molestation,  and  had 
been  divided  among  the  parties  interested  in  the  .specu- 
lations. The  Captain-General,  Canedo,  was  abimt  to 
leave  that  island,  and  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  Gene- 
ral Piguela,  was  expected.  He  is  invested  with  vice- 
regal powers;  every  branch  ofthe  civil,  military,  and 
naval  government  being  now  united  in  the  person  of  the 
Captain-General. 


NAKRATIVE  OF  LITERATURE  AND  ART. 


A  GREAT  many  books  have  been  issued  during  the 
past  month, and  the  majority  have  been  illustrated  books, 
or  volumes  suggested  by  the  season.  Scott's  Laj/  of  the 
Last  Minstrel  has  been  issued  with  a  hundred  very 
pretty   woodcuts,    by    Mr.    Foster    and    Mr.    Gilbert. 


Twelve  exquisitely-coloured  pictures  of  British  birds,  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Wolf,  with  passages  from  the  poets,  com- 
memorative of  them,  have  appeared  with  the  title  of 
Feathered  Favourites.  A  splendid  volume,  in  imperial 
folio,  of  Illustrations  of  the  Spires  and  Towers  of  the 
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MedifPval  Churc/ies  of'  England,  has  been  put  forth  by 
Mr.  C  harles  Wickes,  the  architect.  An  officer  in  the 
United  States  army  has  preserved  several  pictorial  traits 
of  the  now  fast-expiring  usages  of  the  American  Indians, 
in  what  he  calls  an  Aboriginal  Portfolio.  A  very  pretty 
book  of  Trees,  Plants,  and  Flowers,  descriptive  of  their 
beauties,  uses,  and  influences,  has  been  compiled  by 
Mrs.  R.  Lee.  A  number  of  original  views  and  drawings, 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Bartlett,  have  been  employed  in  illus- 
tration of  tlie  very  interesting  as  well  as  picturesque 
subject  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  the  foundei's  of  New 
England  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  A  quaint  little  trans- 
lation has  appeared  of  the  ingenious  "  Northern  Story  " 
of  Miguel  de  Cervantes  Saavedra.  called  The  Wander- 
ings of  Persiles  and  Sigisiminda.  Gray's  delightful  and 
ever-welcDuie  Elegy  has  been  put  forth  with  many 
graceful  woodcuts.  Mr.  Elwes  has  published  a  Sketcher's 
Toicr  Bound  the  World,  in  which  tlnit  "very  extensive 
grand  tour  is  expressed  in  a  series  of  graphic  drawings, 
and  of  literary  sketches  not  less  clever.  Professnr 
Forbes  of  Edinburgh  has  described,  also  with  both 
pencil  and  pen,  in  a  splendid  volume,  Norway  and  its 
Glaciers.  The  Life  of  Martin  Lw^/ier  has  been  depicted 
in  fifty  designs  by  Gustav  Konig,  and  in  fifty  brief 
chapters  of  explanatory  letter-press  appended  to  the 
designs.  Uncle  Town's  Cabin  has  appeared  with  more 
than  a  hundred  and  fifty  admirably-executed  woodcuts 
from  original  designs.  A  newly  illustrated  edition  of  the 
several  stories  in  Miss  Martineau's  Playflloio  has  been 
issued  for  nursery  libraries;  to  which  also  there  have 
been  contributed  a  vast  number  of  children's  books,  such 
as  (to  mention  only  a  few)  All  is  not  Gold  that  Glitters  ; 
Pretty  Poll,  or  Parrot's  own  History ;  TIte  Ice  King 
and  the  Sweet  South  ]Vi7id;  Natural  History  in  Stories  ; 
The  Pretty  Plate  ;  The  Lark  and  the  Linnet;  The 
Adventures  of  a  Dog  and  a  Good  Dog  too  ;  The  Picttire 
Pleasure- Book,  and  Stories  from  the  Classics.  Mr. 
Bohn  has  commenced  a  series  of  British  Classics  with 
the  first  volume  of  a  new  edition  of  Gibbo7i's  Decline  and 
Fall,  chiefly  founded  on  that  of  Guizot.  Mrs.  Hall  lias 
published  a  new  edition  of  Pilgrimages  to  Eiiglish 
Shrines.  Mr.  Robertson  Dick  lias  issued,  with  slight 
accompanying  notices  in  letter-press,  a  series  of  care- 
fully-executed lithographs  of  Liscriptions  and  Devices 
in  the  Beauchaynp  Tvwer,  that  chamber  in  the  greatest 
of  our  English  prisons  with  whose  carved  and  indented 
walls  are  associated  the  silent  and  weary  sufferings  of 
some  of  the  greatest  men  in  our  English  history.  A 
popular  edition  of  Sir  Gardner  Wilkinson's  Familiar 
Account  of  the  Ancient  Egyptians,  with  upwards  of  five 
hundred  neatly-executed  woodcuts,  has  been  revised  and 
abridged  from  his  larger  work.  A  number  of  the  most 
famous  minor  poems  in  the  language  has  been  collected 
into  a  Book  of  Celebrated  Poems  Unabridged ;  to 
which  several  artists  have  contributed  original  designs. 
A  series  of  descriptive  sketches,  with  a  quantity  of  per- 
sonal anecdotes,  of  Homes  of  American  Statesmen,  form 
a  volume  which  derives  much  additional  value  from  the 
evident  faithfulnesss  of  the  simple  and  primitive  houses 
pourtrayed.  Mr.  Baker  illustrates,  with  vivid-coloured 
prints,  his  adventures  with  The  Rifle  and  the  Hound  in 
Ceylon.  The  half-truth  half-fiction  of  iofewzo  iJenowi, 
has  been  illustrated  by  "  J.  B."  ;  and  thirty  old  engra- 
vings of  Turner's  and  Giriiii's  Picturesque  T'iews  have 
been  published  in  a  volume  by  Mr.  Hogarth,  as  specimens 
of  the  book-illustrations  of  sixty  years  since. 

To  pass  from  illustrated  books  to  stories,  less  abundant 
in  this  ChrLstmas  month  than  they  generally  are,  we 
have  to  record  that  the  author  of  an  imaginary  bio- 
graphy of  the  first  Mrs.  Milton  has  published  a  tale  of 
the  great  plague,  called  Cheiry  and  Violet :  that  a  story 
called  John,  or  is  a  Count  in  the  Hand  icorth  Two 
Cousins  in  the  Bush,  has  been  translated  from  the 
Swedish  of  Miss  Emilie  Carlen  ;  that  a  tale  about 
Christmas  Day,  and  how  it  was  Spent  has  had  the 
additional  attraction  of  some  humorous  designs  by  Phiz  ; 
that  "  a  City  Autobiography,"  called  Maud,  has  ap- 
peared ;  tliat  sundry  cliapters  of  Indian  experience  have 
been  republished  with  the  title  of  The  Wetheibys. 
Father  and  Son;  that  a  cheap  edition  of  the  Diary  oj 
I  Physician  has  been  completed  ;  that  Mrs.  Crowe  has 
written  a  story  called  Linny  Lockwood ;  that  from  the 
author  of  "  Brampton  Rectory  "  we  have  received  The 


Youth  and  Womanhood  of  Helen  Tyrrell;  and  finally, 
that  the  circulating  libraries  iiave  received,  in  the 
orthodox  three-volnme  form,  a  novel  called  Alice  Went- 
worth,  another  by  the  author  of  "  Ninfa,"  entitled 
Charles  Stanley,  and  a  third  by  the  Hon.  Henry  Coke 
descriptive  of  High  and  Loio. 

In  the  department  of  miscellaneous  books  the  list  of 
new  publ'cations  is  somewliat  more  lengthy.  Mr.  Collett 
Saunders  has  translated  the  Institutes  of  Justinian  with 
an  English  introduction  and  notes.  The  Hon.  Ferdi- 
natid  St.  John  has  published  his  i?a»ii/fs  j'n  Germany, 
France,  Italy,  and  Russia,  in  search  ot  sport.  The 
Priest  and  the  Huguenot  has  been  translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Bungener  to  illustrate  the  subject  of 
religious  persecution  in  the  age  of  Louis  Quinze.  A 
series  of  delightful  Agricultural  Essays  by  the  late  Mr. 
Gisborne  has  been  reprinted  from  the  "  Quarterly 
Review."  The  Basis  of  Moral  Science  has  been  laid 
down  and  expounded  by  Mr.  Colston  in  six  essays  on 
virtue,  conscience,  and  freedom.  Two  editions  of  the 
poet  Young  have  appeared,  one  of  all  the  Works  with  a 
life  by  Doctor  Doran,  and  the  other  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  with  an  essay  by  Mr.  GilfiUan.  The  first 
volume  of  an  English  translation  of  M.  Laraartine's 
History  of  the  Constituent  Assembly  has  appeared  even 
before  the  original  work  in  Paris.  Travels  mi  the 
Amazon  and  Rio  Negro  has  been  published  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Wallace,  with  valuable  scientific  observations,  and 
an  account  of  the  native  tribes.  Mr.  Robert  Montgomery 
has  collected,  in  one  large  volume  of  double  columned 
print,  his  Poetical  Works.  The  author  of  a  book  lately 
published  on  the  Danubian  Principalities  has  described 
Anadol,  the  Last  Home  of  the  Faithful.  Doctor  Theo- 
philus  Thompson  has  collected  his  Clinical  Lectures  on 
Pulmonary  Consicmption.  Mr.  C.  Knight  has  collected 
a  series  of  biographical  and  critical  sketches  of  the  past 
into  two  small  volumes  of  Once  upon  a  Time.  Mr. 
John  Richard  Pickmore  has  put  forth  a  very  large  and 
closely  printed  quarto  on  Being  Analytically  Described 
in  its  Chief  Respects  and  Principal  Tiuths.  Mr. 
Macaulay  has  made  a  selection  of  his  Speeches,  impelled 
thereto  h)'  an  unauthorised  publication  of  the  reports 
in  Hansard.  An  American  traveller,  Mr  G.  S.  Hilbird, 
has  described  Six  Months  in  Italy.  Mr.  Mansfield 
Parkyns  has  published  two  remarkable  volumes  descrip- 
tive of  Life  in  Abyssinia.  The  Baroness  Blaze  de  Bury 
has  written  Memoirs  of  the  Princess  Palatine  of  Bohemia. 
A  volume  has  been  published  on  Auckland,  the  Capital 
of  New  Zealand, and  the  Country  Adjacent.  Mr.  New- 
man Hall  has  given  the  title  of  The  Land  of  the  Foriuin 
and  the  Vatican  to  his  thoughts  and  sketches  during 
an  Easter  pilgrimage  to  Rome.  The  Rev.  Alfred 
Edersheim  has  translated,  from  the  German,  Doctor 
Chalybaus's  Historical  Development  of  Speculative 
Philosophy  from  Kant  to  Hegel.  Mr.  Heni-y  T. 
Tuckerman,  an  American  traveller,  has  written  an 
account  of  .4  Month  in  England.  Mr.  John  C.  Timpler 
has  given  to  the  public  three  volumes  filled  with  Private 
Letters  of  Sir  James  Brooke,  Rajah  of  Sarawak,  nar- 
rating the  events  of  his  life  from  183S  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Jerdan  has,  in  a  fourth  volume,  concluded 
his  Autobiography .  Mr.  Craigie  Robertson  has  com- 
menced a  History  of  the  Christian  C'nirch  in  a  volume 
which  carries  the  subject  to  the  Pontificate  of  Gregory 
the  Great,  The  route  From  May  Fair  to  Marathon  has 
been  described.  Mr.  Doubleday  has  issued  a  new  and 
enlarged  edition  of  his  book  on  Population  and  Food. 
The  Speeches  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  of  which 
the  arrangement  was  begun  with  the  Duke's  sanction  by 
the  late  Colonel  Gurwood,  have  been  published  by  Mr. 
Murray.  A  new  edition  of  the  Letters  of  Rachel  Lady 
Russell,  with  many  new  and  charming  letters,  has  been 
issued  by  Lord  John  Russell ;  who  has  also  sent  forth 
the  fifth  and  sixth  volumes  of  Moore's  Diary.  The 
Comedies  of  Douglas  Jerrold  have  appeared  as  the 
seventli  volume  of  his  collected  works.  The  author 
of  the  poem  called  the  "  Pi,oraan  "  has  published  part  the 
first  of  a  quasi-dramatic  poem  entitled  Bafder,  not  how- 
ever on  the  ancient  Northern  hero,  but  on  a  modern 
poet  and  worthy  of  that  name.  And  finally  a  veiy 
severe  critic  has  addressed  to  "  the  new  generation  "  a 
literary  and  political  biography  entitled  The  Right 
Honourable  Benjamin  Disraeli,  M.P. 
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COMMEECIAL    EECOED. 


BULLION  MARKET. 

Bullion  in  Bank  of  England  on  17th  inst.,  £15,443,256. 

LATEST  LONDON  PRICES. 

Gold,  stand.,  per  oz.  £3  17    9  [  Silverbars.stan.per  oz.  5    Oi 
Do.,  dust,  ,,         3  16    0  I  Mexican  dollars,       „       5    1| 


Latest  Comparative  Value  of  Gold  in  Foreign  Markets 
TO  London  Price. 


Pari.s 

Hamburgh 


0-3S  prem. 
0  90     „ 


I  New  York 0-42  disct. 


STOCKS. 


Three  per  Cent.  Consols    

Three  per  Cent.  Reduced 

Three  and  a  Quarter  per  Cents. 

Long  Annuities,  Jan.,  1S60 

Bank  Stock,  S  per  cent 

Exchequer  Bills,  June 

India  Bonds 


Highest. 


07i 

96 

98 

5tV 

22U 

9.S.  pm. 

5s.  pm. 


Lowest.      Latest, 


981 
93i 
95i 

217 


93M 

93i-944 

95H 

219 


3s. pm.  3-6s.pm. 
par.  par. -4s. 


Paid. 


100 
all 
100 
100 
all 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


RAILWAYS. 


Brighton  &  S.  Coast 

Blackwall    

Caledonian  

Edinb.  and  Glasgow 
Eastern  Coiuitics  . . 
Gt.  Sn.  &  Wn.  (Irel.) 

Great  Northern 

Great  Western    

Lancash.  &  Yorksh. 
London  &  N.  -Westn. 
Loudon  &  S.  Westn. 

Midland    

South-East.  &  Dover 
-fork,  Newc.  &  Ber. 
York  &  N.  Midland 


Highest. 

Lowest. 

Latest. 

102 

97i 

99-100 

Si 

S 

Si-i 

571 

54i 

55-i  } 

131-1  ; 

131 

13 

66 

62 

64-66 

105 

102i 

104-6 

87i 

85 

844-54 

844 

82i 

m-i 

6Si 

65J 

67-4 

104 

101 

1034-4 

79 

764 

78-9 

643 

611 

63-4 

64i 

60 

614-24 

664 

634  ■) 
474]" 

634-44  I 

474-84  f 

50i 

Receipts 
since 
Jan.  1. 


589,426 
62,962 

700,677 

829,776 
266,775 
79.5,  .584 

1.026.788 
912,955 

2,364,004 
612,173 

1,203,449 
796,681 

1,270,494 


FOREIGN  LIST. 
Funds. 
Belgian  44  per  cent,  95.i-J 
Brazilian  5  per  cent.,  98-100 
Cliilian  6  per  cent.,  101-3 
Danish  5  per  cent.,  1034 
Dutch  24  per  cent.,  041 
Dutch  4  p.  cent,  cert.,  953-6^ 
French  44  per  cent.,  lOlf.  50c 
Mexican  3  per  cent.  ,244 
Peiiivian  3  per  cent. ,  68-70 
Portuguese  4  per  cent. .  434 
Russian  5  per  cent.,  112-J 
Spanish  3  per  cent.,  464 
Sardinian  5  per  cent.,  90-4 


—LATEST   prices. 

Railways. 

Gd.  Junct.  of  France,  24-3  pm. 
East  Belgian  Junct.  l-li 
Luxembourg,  II-II4 
Northern  of  France,  344-5 
Noi-wegian  Trunk  Pref.  74  to  84 
P.ai-is  and  Orleans,  40-8 
Paris  and  Lyons,  164  pru- 
Paris  and  Rouen,  41-43 
P.aris  and  Strasbourg,  324-3 
South  of  France,  4-6  pm. 
West  Flanders,  44-5 
West  of  Prance,  7^-84 
Rouen  and  Havre,  19-20pm. 


COLONIAL  SHARE  LIST.— Latest  Prices. 
Mines.  Banks. 


Australasian li-J  dis. 

Australian  3-34,, 

Do.  Cordillera I-I  ,, 

Do.  Freehold 3-4  .. 

Brit.  Australian    .   ..  fi-i  ,, 

Colonial  Gold i-|    „ 

Lake  Bathurst 4"8  >> 

Port  Philip    I-i,, 

South  Austr.alian.  .4  dis.  J  pm. 

Railways. 

East  Indian 3 J-4i  prem. 

Do.,      Extension i 

Ind.  Peninsula..  2  1 

Madras 5-li    „ 

Queb.  and  Rich- 
mond    J-1  dis. 


Australasian    78  to  SO 

Eng.  Scott,  and  .\ust.  li-1  dis. 
Ind.  Aust.  .and  China  I-4  dis. 
Loud.  Chart,  of  Aus.  |-1  pm 

South  Austr.alian 3941 

Union  of  Australia  73  to  75 


Steam  Companies. 

Australasian'Pacific 2s-| 

.Austr.alian  Royal  Mail. .  34 

Eastern  Ste.ara  Navig 

General  Screw  St.  Shiji  . .    12 
Peu'.ns.  &  Orient.  St.  Nav.  684 


Miscellaneous  Companies. 


Australian  Agricultiiral,  45-6 
V.an  Diomon's  Land,  15-16 
South  Australian  Land,  39-41 


North  Brit.  Australian  4- J  p 

Peel  River  Land  . , i-l  p- 

Scott.  Austr.  Invest  I4-I  p.m- 


AGRICULTURAL  MARKETS. 

CORN— imperial  weekly  average. 


Week 

Wheat. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

By 

e. 

Beans. 

Peas. 

s. 

d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

«. 

d. 

s.      d. 

s.      d. 

Nov.  26 

70 

2 

41       9 

26       0 

43 

7 

50    11 

54      9 

Dec.  3 

72 

7 

40      9 

26       3 

43 

5 

52       0 

53       5 

—   10 

71 

11 

39       9 

25       4 

43 

3 

50       6 

51       5 

—    17 

70 

9 

38       9 

21    11 

44 

7 

48    10 

51     10 

Latest  London  Market  Prices. 


Malt,  Pale,       per  qr.  68  to  72 

Malting  Barley      „        42  —  44 

Cats,  best,  „        27  —  30 

■Wlieat,  White,       „        62-80 

Flour — 

Town  made,  per  sk.  65  —  70 

Country   household  54  —  56 

American,  per  barl,  34  —  41 

Indian  Corn,    pier  qr.    36  —  40 

Cattle —  s.    d.    s.  d. 

Beasts,     per  st.  3    4  to  3    6 

Calves    ..     „       3    8-4     0 

Sheep 3    0  —  4    4 

Pigs    ....     „       4    0  —  4    2 
Wool,  pier  lb. — 

South  Downs  12  —  1  5 
Kentish  fleeces  1  4  —  1  6 
German  Elect.    3     6  —  5    6 

Australian 1    4  —  2    5 

Cape    0    7  —  1    7 

Spanish 12  —  21 

Metals. 
Copper;  Cakes,  p.  ton  126/.  5s. 
Iron,  Pigs,  31.  19s.  to  4i.  15s. ; 
Rails,  SI.  10s.  lead,  English 
Pig,  23J.  10s.  Steel,  Swedish 
Keg.  17/.  to  /.  Thi, 
English  block,  120/.;  Banca, 
120;.  ;  Spelter,  31/.  ;  Zinc, 
31/. 

Provisions. 

B.icoN,   per  cwt. — Irish,  56s. 

to  GOs.  ;  American,  64s. 
Beef — Mid.  to  prime,  p.  8  lb. , 

3s.  2d.  to  4s.  6d. ;  Irish  India, 

pertr.,  140s.;  Hambro',  137s. 

American,  130s.  to  145s. 
Butter— Best  fresh,  per  lb., 

13(/.   to    ]6i/.  ;    Dorset,    per 

cwt.,  9Gs.  to  lOSs.;  Irish,  90.!. 

to  102s.  ;  Dutch,  104s.  to  lOSs. 
Cheese — ^Clieshire,   per   cwt., 

56s.   to   66s.  ;    Dutch,    56s.  ; 

Wiltshire,  50s.  to  68s. 
Hams  —  York,    75s.    to    8,5.!,  ; 

Irish,    7fis.   to   80s.  ;     West- 
phalia, 60s.  to  70s. 
Mutton — Mid.  to  prime,   per 

8  1b.,  3s.  lOd.  to  5s.  2d. 
PoTAT()E.s,    per  ton,    130s.    to 

180s. 
Pork,  per  8  lb. ,  3s.  Sd.  to  4s.  id. 
Veal,  4!.  Od.  {,0  5s.0d. 


I.    s.      I.  s. 

Hay per  load  4  10  to  5  10 

Clover. .  „  4  15  —  6  6 
Straw..  „  1  14  —2  2 
Linseed  cake,  per  ton,  10/.  to 
10/.  10s. ;  Rape  cal:e,  ditto,  C/. 
Bones,  ditto,  4/.  4s. 
Hops.— Kents,   200s.  to  320s.  ; 

Sussex,  180.?.  to  210s. 
Poultry — Capons,  3s. — 4s.  0<?.; 
Fowls,  2s.  —  3s.  ;  Cliicks, 
2s.0d.—3s.0d.;  Ducks,  2s.9c/.; 
Geese,  5s.  61/. — 5s. ;  Turkeys, 
3s.  6rf.— 5s.  ;  Pigeons,  Sd. 
Hides,  (Sic. —  Market,  96  1b., 
4(/.— 4if/.  ;  do.,  do.,  50  lb., 
2irf. ;  do..  Calf-skins,  10  lb., 
5s.  6c/. ;  do. ,  Horse-hides,  6s. ; 
Ox  and  Cow  horns,  per  123, 
21s.  —  G3s.  Rough  Tallow, 
30s.  ' 

Oils. 
Gallipoli  per  ton,  66/. ;  Spei-m, 

87/.  ;    Pale  •  Seal,   38/.  10s.  ; 

Rape,  42/.  to43/.  ;  Cocoa-nut, 

45/.  to4fi/.10s. ;  Palm,41/.10s. ; 

Linseed,  29/.  lOs. 
Tallow  —  Australian,      Beef, 

55/.  5s.  to  57/.  9s. ;  Sheep,  Oil. 

to  58/.  9s.;  Y.  C,  58/. 

Grocery. 

Cocoa,  per  cwt.,  Trinidad,  34«. 
to  40s.;   Bahia,  26s.   to  28s. 

Coffee,  per  cwt. — Ceylon  Na- 
tive, 49s.  6(/.  to  50s.  ;  Do., 
Plantation.  64s.  to  82s.  ;  Mo- 
cha, 72s.  to  S2s.  ;  Jamaica, 
63s.  to  90s.  ;  Java,  50s.  to 
56s.  Costa  Rica.  54s.  to  80s. 

Rice,  per  cwt. — Carolina,  22s. 
to  20s.  Gd.;  Bengal,  14s.  to 
16s.  ;Patna.l6s.  to22s. 

Sugar — Barbadoes,  per  cwt., 
33s.  to  39s.  ;  Mauritius,  32s.  6<i. 
to  37s.  6(/.  ;  Bengal,  37s.  to 
40s.  6f/. ;  Madras,  30«.  to 
33s.  ed.  ;  Havannah,  34s.  to 
40s.  6</. 

Do.  Refined — Bastard  lumps, 
44s.  to  48.!.  6rf  ;  Bastards, 
25s.  6d.  to  30.S.  61/. ;  Crushed, 
31s.  to  31s.  fid. 

Tea,  per  lb.  (duty  Is.  10c/.>— 
Congou,  ].!.  24(/.  to  2,!.  4d.; 
Souchong,  Is.  2d.  to  2s.  6d. ; 
Hyson,  l.t.  4t/.  to  3s.  6*; 
Assam,  Is.  6d.  to  4s.  id. 


EMIGRATION  RECORD. 

departures  from  the  united  kingdom. 


1853. 

.Australian 
Colonies. 

British 
America. 

United 
States. 

Other 
places. 

Total. 

To  Oct.  31    ... 
Nov 

51,335 
4,821 

30,1.50 
184 

205,542 
14,489 

2,127 
269 

289,154 
19,763 

To  Nov. 30.... 

56,156 

30,  334  j  220,031 

2,396     308,917 

Current  Rates 
Australian 

OF  Passage  and  Freight  to  the 
Ports  per  Sailing  Vessel. 

From 

Cabin. 

Inter- 
mediiite. 

Steeraje. 

Goods  per 
40  Cubic  feet. 

London. . 
Livei^pool 
The  Clyde 
Belfast  . . 

£45  to  65 
45  —  50 
35  —  45 
45  —60 

£30  to  36 
20  —  30 
20  —  25 
20  —  30 

£20  to  25 
10  —  15 
12  —  15 
14  —  10 

£4  10  to  £7 
4   10—     6 
4     0—5 
4    10—    5 

Publiehed  M  the  Office,  No.  If,  WfiUinjton  Street  Korth,  Sfrand.    Printed  by  Bba»epbi  &  Evaws,  Whitefriars  lionaon. 
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